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CHAP.     XXVII. 

Death  of  Gratian. — Ruin  of  Arianifm, — St.  Amhrofe. — • 
Ρΐνβ  civil  War^  againf  Maximus, — CharaSier^  Admi- 
nifiration^  a7id  Pennance^  of  'Theodofus, — Death  of  Va- 
lentinian  Π. — Secoiid  civil  IVar^  againfi  Eugenius. — 
Death  of  T'heodofus, 

Τ  Η  Ε    fame    of  Gratian,    before  he   had   accompUlhed    the    CHAP, 
twentieth  year  of  his  age,  Avas  equal  to  that  of  the  moil   < L/ 

celebrated  princes.     His  gentle  and  amiable  difpoiition  en-  anlfconduft 
deared  him  to  his  private  friends,  the  graceful  affability  of  his  man-  °^  ^^  empe- 

^  JO  J  j-or  Gratian. 

ners  engaged   the  affeftion  of  the  people  :  the  men  of  letters,  who    ,^  j^  .-g  — 
enipyed  the  liberality,  acknowledged  the  tafte  and  eloquence,  of  their  3^3• 
WoL.  III.  Β  fovereign  ; 
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CHAP,    fpvereign  ;  his  valour  and  dexterity  in  arms  were  equally  applauded 

*_— w '    l)y  the  foldiers  ;  and  the  clergy  confidered  the  humble  piety  of  Gra- 

tian  as  the  firil  and  moft  ufeful  of  his  virtues.  The  vidlory  of 
Colmar  had  delivered  the  Weft  from  a  formidable  invafion  ;  and  the 
grateful  provinces  of  the  Eaft  afcribed  the  merits  of  Theodofius,  to 
the  author  of  his  greatnefs,  and  of  the  public  fafety.  Gratian  fur- 
vived  thofe  memorable  events  only  four  or  five  years ;  but  he  furvived 
his  reputation  ;  and,  before  he  fell  a  vidim  to  rebellion,  he  had  loft, 
in  a  great  meafure,  the  refped:  and  confidence  of  the  Roman  world. 
His  defeas.  The  remarkable  alteration  of  his  charadler  or  condudt,  may  not 
be  imputed  to  the  arts  of  flattery,  which  had  belleged  the  fon  of  Va- 
lentinian  from  his  infancy;  nor  to  the  headftrong  paftions  which 
that  gentle  youth  appears  to  have  ei'capcd.  A  more  attentive 
view  of  the  life  of  Gratian,  may  perhaps  fuggeft  the  true  caufe 
of  the  difappointment  of  the  public  hopes.  His  apparent  virtues, 
inftead  of  being  the  hardy  produdions  of  experience  and  adverfity, 
were  the  premature  and  artificial  fruits  of  a  royal  education.  The 
anxious  tendernefs  of  his  father  was  continually  employed  to  beftow 
on  him  thofe  advantages,  which  he  might  perhaps  efteem  the  more 
highly,  as  he  himfelf  had  been  deprived  of  them  ;  and  the  moft 
fldlful  mafters  of  every  fcience,  and  of  every  art,  had  laboured  to 
form  the  mind  and  body  of  the  young  prince ".  The  knowledge 
which  they  painfully  communicated  was  difplayed  Math  oftentation, 
and  celebrated  with  lavifti  praife.  His  foft  and  tradable  difpofitiou 
received  the  fair  impreffion  of  their  judicious  precepts,  and  the  ab- 
fence  of  paflion  might  eafily  be  miftaken  for  the  ftrength  of  reafon. 
His  preceptors  gradually  rofe  to  the  rank  and  confequence  of  mini- 

'  Valeiuinian  was  lefs  attentive  to  the  reli-  gan  (Mem.  de  I'Academie  des  Infcriptions, 
pionofhis  fon  ;  fince  he  entrufted  the  educa-  torn.  xv.  p.  125— i  j8.).  The  poetical  fame 
tion  of  Gratian  to  Aufonius,  a  profeiTed  Pa-     of  Aufonius  condemns  the  tafte  of  his  age. 
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ilers  of  ftate  "  ;  and,  as  they  wifely  diffembled  their  fecret  authority, 
he  feemed  to  a£l  with  firmnefs,  with  propriety,  and  with  judg- 
ment, on  the  moil  Important  occafions  of  his  life  and  reign. 
But  the  influence  of  this  elaborate  inftrudion  did  not  penetrate 
beyond  the  furface  ;  and  the  Ikilful  preceptors,  who  fo  accu- 
rately guided  the  fteps  of  their  royal  pupil,  could  not  infufe  into 
his  feeble  and  indolent  charadler,  the  vigorous  and  independent 
principle  of  ailion,  which  renders  the  laborious  purfuit  of  glory 
eifentially  neceiTary  to  the  happinefs,  and  almoft  to  the  exiftence, 
of  the  hero.  As  foon  as  time  and  accident  had  removed  thofc 
faithful  counfellors  from  the  throne,  the  emperor  of  the  Weft 
Infenfibly  defcended  to  the  level  of  his  natural  genius  ;  abandoned 
the  reins  of  government  to  the  ambitious  hands  which  were  ftretched 
forΛvards  to  grafp  them ;  and  amufed  his  leifure  with  the  moft  fri- 
volous gratifications.  A  public  fale  of  favour  and  injuftice  was  in- 
ftituted,  both  in  the  court,  and  in  the  provinces,  by  the  worthlefs 
delegates  of  his  power,  whofe  merit,  it  was  rs\?Latfacr'ilege  to  queftion'. 
The  confcience  of  the  credulous  prince  was  direfled  by  faints  and 
bifhops  *  ;  who  procured  an  Imperial  edidt  to  punifli,  as  a  capital 
offence,  the  violation,  the  negled,  or  e.\tn  the  ignorance,  of  the 
tlivine  law '.     Among  the  various  arts  Λvhich  had  exercifed  the  youth 

*  Aufonlus  was  fucceffively  promoted  to  the  cd,  after  the  death  of  Gratian,  by  the  feeble 

prstorian  prjcfedlure  of  Italy  (A.  D.  377.),  court  of  Milan. 

and  of  Gaul  (A.D.37S.);  and  was  at  length  *  Ambrofe  compofed,  for  his  inltruilion, 

inverted   with   the    confullhip  (A.  D.  379.).  a  theological  treatife  on  the  faith  of  the  Tri- 

He  exprefied  his  gratitude  in  a  fervile  and  in-  nlty  :  and  Tillemont   (Hift.  des  Empereurs, 

fipid  piece  of  flattery  (Aftio  Gratiarum^  p.  torn.  v.  p.  158.  169.)    afcribes  to  the  arch- 

699 — 736),  which   has   furvived  more  wor-  bilhop  the  merit  of  Gratian's  intolerant  laws, 

thy  produftions.'  =   Qui  divinec  legis  fanftitatem,  nefciendo 

^    Difputare    de    principali     judicio    non  omittunt,  aut   negligendo  violant,  et  ofFen- 

oportet.     Sacrilegii  enim  inftar  eft  dubitare,  dunt,  facrilegium  committunt.    Codex  Juili- 

an  is  dignus   fit,    quern  elegerit  imperator.  nian.  1.  ix.  tit.  xxix.  leg.   i.     Theodofius  in- 

Codex  Juftinian.  I.  ix.  tit.  xxix.  leg.  3.    This  deed  may  c  aim  his  ihare,  in  the  merit  of  this 

convenient  law  was  revived  and  promulgat-  comprehenfive  law. 
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^XXVJI^'    ^^  Gratian,  lie  had  applied  himfelf,  with  fingular  inclination  and 
^— ->/— — '    fuccefs,  to  manage   the  horfe,  to  draw   the  bow,  and   to   dart  the 
javelin  ;  and  thefe  qualifications,  which  might  be  ufeful  to  a  foldier, 
were  proftituted  to  the  viler  purpofes  of  himting.     Large  parks  were 
incloled  for  the  Imperial  pleafurcs,  and  plentifully  ilocked  with  every 
fpecies  of  wild  beails  ;  and   Gratian  negleded  the  duties,  and  even 
the  dignity,  of  his  rank,  to  confume  whole  days  in  the  vain  difplay 
of  his  dexterity  and  boldnefs  in  the  chace.     The  pride  and  wiih 
of  the  Roman  emperor  to  excel  in  an  art,  in  which  he  might  be 
furpaifed  by  the  meaneft  of  his  flaves,  reminded  the  numerous  fpec- 
tators  of  the  examples  of  Nero  and  Commodus :  but  the  chafte  and 
temperate  Gratian  was  a  ftranger  to  their  monftrous  vices  ;  and  his 
hands  were  ftained  only  with  the  blood  of  animals  *. 
Difcontentof       The  behaviour   of  Gratian,  Λvhich  degraded  his  charatler  in  the 
troops,  eyes  of  mankind,  could  not  have  dllturbed  the  fecurity  of  his  reign, 

■  ■  ^  ^*  if  the  army  had  not  been  provoked  to  refent  their  peculiar  injuries. 
.  As  long  as  the  young  emperor  was  guided  by  the  inftrudions  of  his 
mailers,  he  profeffed  himfelf  the  friend  and  pupil  of  the  foldiers  ; 
many  of  his  hours  were  fpent  in  the  familiar  converfation  of  the 
camp ;  and  the  health,  the  comforts,  the  rewards,  the  honours,  of 
his  faithful  troops,  appeared  to  be  the  objedl  of  his  attentive  concern. 
But,  after  Gratian  more  freely  indulged  his  prevailing  taile  for  hunt- 
ing and  fhooting,  he  naturally  conneded  himfelf  with  the  moil  dex- 
terous miniilers  of  his  favourite  amuiement.  A  body  of  the  Alani 
was  received  into  the  military  and  domeftic  fcrvice  of  the  palace; 
and  the  admirable  ikill,  which  they  were  accuftomed  to  difplay  in  the 
unbounded  plains  of  Scythia,was  exercifed,  on  a  more  narrow  theatre, 
in  the  parks   and  inclofures  of  Gaul.     Gratian  admired   the  talents 

*  Ammianirs  (xxxi.  lO.)    and  the  younger  is  fnved  by  "  licet  incruentus ;"  and  perhaps 

Viilor  acknowledge  the  virtues   ofGratian  ;  Philoflorgius  (1.  x.  c.    to.  and  Godcfroy,  p. 

and  accufe,  or  rather  lament,    his  degene-  412.)  had  guarded,  with  fome  fimilarrefervc> 

rate  tafte.  The  odious  parallel  of  Commodus  the  comparifon  of  Nero. 
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and  ciiftoms  of  thefe  favourite  guards,  to  whom  alone  he  eiitruii:-  ^  ^  λ  p. 
ed  the  defence  of  his  perfon  :  and,  as  if  he  meant  to  infult  the  >_  ,  _! 
public  opinion,  he  frequently  ihewed  himfelf  to  the  foldiers  and 
people,  with  the  drefs  and  arms,  the  long  bow,  the  founding  quiver, 
and  the  fur  garments,  of  a  Scythian  warrior.  The  unworthy  fpec- 
tacle  of  a  Roman  prince,  who  had  renounced  the  drefs  and  manners 
of  his  country,  filled  the  minds  of  the  legions  with  grief  and  in- 
dignation '.  Even  the  Germans,  fo  ftrong  and  formidable  in  the 
armies  of  the  empire,  afFefted  to  difdain  the  ftrange  and  horrid  ap- 
pearance of  the  favages  of  the  North,  who,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few 
years,  had  wandered  from  the  banks  of  the  Volga  to  thofe  of  the 
Seine.  A  loud  and  licentious  murmur  was  echoed  through  the  camps 
and  garrifons  of  the  Weft ;  and  as  the  mild  indolence  of  Gratian  ne- 
gledled  to  extinguiih  the  firft  fymptoms  of  difcontent,  the  want  of 
love  and  refped  was  not  fupplied  by  the  influence  of. fear.  But  the 
fubverfion  of  an  eftabliihed  government  is  always  a  work  of  fome 
real,  and  of  much  apparent,  difficulty ;  and  the  throne  of  Gratian 
was  proteded  by  the  fandions  of  cuftom,  law,  religion,  and  the 
nice  balance  of  the  civil  and  military  powers,  which  had  been  efta- 
bliihed by  the  policy  of  Conftantine.  It  is  not  very  important  to 
inquire  from  what  caufes  the  reAi-olt  of  Britain  was  produced.  Acci- 
dent is  commonly  the  parent  of  diforder  ;  the  feeds  of  rebellion 
happened  to  fall  on  a  foil  which  was  fuppofed  to  be  more  fruitful  than 
any  other  in  tyrants  and  ufurpers  * ;  the  legions  of  that  fequeftered  Revolt  of 
ifland    had  been  long  famous  for  a  fpirit  of  prefumption  and   arro-  Britain. 

'  Zofimus  (1.  iv.  p.  247.)and  the  younger  is  a  memorable  expreffion,  ufed  by  ferom  in 

Viftor  afcribe  the  revoUition  to  the  favour  of  the  Pelagian  controvcrfy,  and  varioufly  tor- 

the  Alani,  and  the  difcontent  of  the  Roman  tured  in  the  difpntes  of  our  national  antiqua- 

troops.    Dum  exercitum  negligeret,  etpaucos  ries.     The  revolutions  of  the  laft  age  appear- 

ex  Alanis,  quos  ingenti  auro  ad  fe  tranftule-  ed  to  juftify  the  image  of  the  fublime  Bofluet^ 

rat,  anteferret  veteri  ac  Romano  militi.  "  cette  ifle,  plus  orageufe  que  les  mers  qui 

*  Britannia  fertilis  provincia  tyrannorum,  "  I'environnent." 
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and  the  name  of  Maximus  was  proclaimed,  by  the  tu- 
multuary, but  unanimous  voice,  both  of  the  foldiers  and  of  the  pro- 
vincials. The  emperor,  or  the  rebel,  for  his  title  was  not  yet  afcer- 
tained  by  fortune,  was  a  native  of  Spain,  the  countryman,  the 
fellow-foldier,  and  the  rival  of  Theodofms,  whofe  elevation  he  had 
not  feen  without  fome  emotions  of  envy  and  refentment :  the  events 
of  his  life  had  long  fmce  fixed  him  in  Britain ;  and  I  ihould  not  be 
unwilling  to  find  >fome  evidence  for  the  marriage,  which  he  is  laid 
to  have  contraded  with  the  daughter  of  a  wealthy  lord  of  Caernar- 
vonihire  "°.  But  this  provincial  rank  might  juilly  be  confidered  as 
a  ftate  of  exile  and  obfcurity  ;  and  if  Maximus  had  obtained  any 
civil  or  military  office,  he  was  not  inverted  with  the  authority 
either  of  governor  or  general ".  His  abilities,  and  even  his  in- 
tegrity, are  acknowledged  by  the  partial  writers  of  the  age ;  and 
the  merit  muft  indeed  have  been  confpicuous,  that  could  extort  fuch 
a  confeffion  in  favour  of  the  vanquiilied  enemy  of  Theodofius. 
The  difcontent  of  Maximus  might  incline  him  to  cenfure  the  con- 
du£t  of  his  fovereign,  and  to  encourage,  perhaps  without  any  views 
of  ambition,  the  murmurs  of  the  troops.  But  in  the  midft  of  the 
tumult,  he  artfully,  or  modefdy,  refufed  to  afcend  the  throne ;  and 
fome  credit  appears  to  have  been  given  to  his  own  pofitive  de- 
claration, that  he  was  compelled  to  accept  the  dangerous  prefent  of 
the  Imperial  purple  ". 

But 

'  Zofim us  fays  of  the  Britiih  foldiers,   ruv  ther  of  our  antiquities  is  followed,  as  ufual, 

αλλωι.  ατταίΤϋ.»  9ΓλίΜ>  at/θαίϋα  «αϊ  Saftw  nxcji-vovi.  by  his  blind  progeny.     Pacatus  and  Zofimus 

"  Helena  the  daughter  of  Eudda.     Her  liad  taken  fome  pains  to  prevent  this  error, 

chapel     may   Λϋΐ    be    feen   at    Caer-fegont,  or  fable  ;  and  I  Ihall  proteft  niyfelf  by  their 

now  Caer-narvon  (Carte's  Hill,  of  England,  dccifive    tcftimonies.     Regali  habitu  exu/im 

vol.  i.  p.  i63.   from  Rowland's  IVIona  Anti-  f"uni>  ill:  exules  orbis  induerunt  (in  Panegyr. 

qua.).     The  prudent  reader  may  not   per-  Vet.  xii.  23.),  and  the  Greek  hiftorian.  Hill 

haps  be  fatiified  with  fuch  Welch  evidence.  lefs  equivocally,  a.vn<;  (Maximus)    ή  i,h   »5 

"  Cambden  (vol.  i.  introdudl.  p.  ci.)  ap-  ΛξΧ"-'  ί'ΤίΐΑ,ον  ίτυχη  ττ^οίλβων  (1.  iv.  p.  248.). 

points  him  governor  of  Britain  ;  and  the  fa-  '*  Sulpicius  Severus,  Dialog,  ii.  7.     Oro- 

fius. 
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But  there  was  danger  likewife  in  refufing  the  empire  ;  and  from 
the  moment  that  Maximus  had  violated  his  allegiance  to  his  lawful 
fovereign,  he  could  not  hope  to  reign,  or  even  to  live,  if  he  con- 
fined his  moderate  ambition  within  the  narrow  limits  of  Britain. 
He  boldly  and  wifely  refolved  to  prevent  the  defigns  of  Gratian  ; 
the  youth  of  the  ifland  crowded  to  his  ilandard,  and  he  invaded 
Gaul  with  a  fleet  and  army,  which  were  long  afterwards  remember- 
ed, as  the  emigration  of  a  confiderable  part  of  the  Britiih  na 
tion  '^  The  emperor,  in  his  peaceful  refidence  of  Paris,  was  alarmed 
by  their  hoftile  approach ;  and  the  darts  which  he  idly  Λvafl:ed  on 
lions  and  bears,  might  have  been  employed  more  honourably  againft 
the  rebels.  But  his  feeble  efforts  announced  his  degenerate  fpirit 
and  defperate  fituation  ;  and  deprived  him  of  the  refources,  which 
he  ftill  might  have  found,  in  the  fupport  of  his  fubjedis  and  allies. 
The  armies  of  Gaul,  inftead  of  oppofing  the  march  of  Maximus, 
received  him  with  joyful  and  loyal  acclamations ;  and  the  ihame  of 
the  defertion  was  transferred  from  the  people  to  the  prince.  The 
troops,  whofe  ftation  more  immediately  attached  them  to  the  fervice 
of  the  palace,  abandoned  the  ilandard  of  Gratian  the  firft  time  that 
it  was  difplayed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris.  The  emperor  of 
the  Weft  fled  towards  Lyons,  with  a  train  of  only  three  hundred 
horfe ;  and,  in  the  cities  along  the  road,  where  he  hoped  to  find 
a  refuge,  or  at  leaft  a  palfage,  he  was  taught,  by  cruel  ex- 
perience, that  every  gate  is  ihut  againft  the  unfortunate.  Yet 
he  -might    ftill    have    reached,    in    fafety,    the    dominions    of  his 

fius,  1.  vii.  c.  34.  p.  556.  They  both  ac-  foldiers,  and  100,000  plebeians,  who  fettled 
knowledge  (Sulpicius  had  been  his  fubjeft)  in  Bretagne.  Their  deftined  brides,  St.  Ur- 
his  innocence  and  merit.  Itis  Angular  enough,  fula  with  1 1,000  noble,  and  60,000  plebeian, 
that  Maximus  ihould  be  lefs  favourably  virgins,  miftook  their  way ;  landed  at  Co- 
treated  by  Zofimus,  the  partial  adverfary  of  logne,  and  were  all  moft  cruelly  murdered 
his  rival.  by  the  Huns.  But  the  plebeian  fillers  have 
"  Archbiihop  Uiher  (Antiquitat.  Britan.  been  defrauded  of  their  equal  houours  ;  and, 
Ecclef.  p.  107,  108.)  has  diligently  colledled  what  is  ftill  harder,  John  Trithemius  pre- 
the  legends  of  theiiland,  and  the  continent,  fumes  to  mention  the  children  of  thefe  Bri- 
The  whole  emigration  confifted  of  30,000  tiih  ^virgins. 

brother  j 
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brother  ;  and  loon  have  returned  with  the  forces  of  Italy  and  the 
Eaft  ;  if  he  had  not  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  fatally  deceived  by  the 
perfidious  governor  of  the  Lyonnefe  province.  Gratian  was  amufed 
by  proteftations  of  doubtful  fidelity,  and  the  hopes  of  a  fupport, 
which  could  not  be  effedual  ;  till  the  arrival  of  Andragathius,  the 
general  of  the  cavalry  of  Maximus,  put  an  end  to  his  fufpenfc.  That 
refolute  officer  executed,  without  remorfe,  the  orders,  or  the  inten- 
tions, of  the  ufurper.  Gratian,  as  he  rofe  from  fupper,  was  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  the  aflaffin ;  and  his  body  was  denied  to  the  pious 
and  prciTing  intreaties  of  his  brother  Valentinian  '\  The  death  of 
the  emperor  was  followed  by  that  of  his  powerful  general  Mello- 
baudes,  the  king  of  the  Franks  ;  who  maintained,  to  the  laft  moment 
of  his  life,  the  ambiguous  reputation,  which  is  the  juft  recompence 
of  obfcure  and  fubtle  policy  ".  Thefe  executions  might  be  neceiTary 
to  the  public  fafety :  but  the  fuccefsful  ufurper,  whofe  power  was 
acknowledged  by  all  the  provinces  of  the  Weft,  had  the  merit,  and 
the  fatisfacition,  of  boafting,  that,  except  thofe  who  had  perifhed  by 
the  chance  of  war,  his  triumph  was  not  ftained  by  the  blood  of 
the  Romans  "°. 

The  events  of  this  revolution  had  pafled  in  fuch  rapid  fucceffion, 
that  it  would  have  been  impoffible  for  Theodofius  to  march  to  the 
relief  of  his  benefaftor,  before  he  received  the  intelligence  of  his 
defeat  and  death.     During  the  feafon  of  fincere  grief,  or  oftentatious 


■'*  Zofimus  (■!.  iv.  p.  248,  249.)  has  tranf- 
ported  the  death  of  Gratian  from  Lugdunum 
in  Gaul  (Lyons)  to  Singidunum  in  Mosfia. 
Some  hints  may  be  extraftcd  from  the  Chro- 
nicles ;  fome  lies  may  be  detefted  in  Sozo- 
men  (ί.  vii.  c.  13.)  and  Socrates  (1.  v.  c.  11.)• 
Aipbrofe  is  our  moil  authentic  evidence  (torn. 
i.  Enarrat.  in  Pfalm  !xi.  ρ  961.  torn.  ii. 
οχ.ΐίΐ.  xxiv.  p.  888,  &c.  and  de  Obitu  Va- 
Jentinian.  Ccmfolat.  N°  28.   p.  1182.)• 

'5  Pacatus  (xii.  z8.)  celebrates  his  fidelity; 
while  his  treachery  is  marked  in  Profper's 


Chronicle,  as  the  caufe  of  the  rnin  of  Gra- 
tian. Ambrofe,  who  has  occafion  to  excul- 
pate himfcIf,  only  condemns  the  death  of 
Vallio,  a  faithful  fervant  of  Gratian  (torn,  ii, 
epift.  x:,iv.  p.  8gi.  edit.  Benedidl.). 

''  He  protefted,  nullum  ex  adverfariis  nifl 
in  acie  occubuifle.  Sulp.  Severiis  in  Vic.  B. 
Martin,  c.  23.  The  orator  of  Theodofius 
bellows  reluflant,  and  therefore  weighty, 
pralfc  on  his  clemency.  Si  cui  ille,  pro  ce- 
teris fccleribus  fuis,  mh/us  crudelis  i\iiC[c  vide- 
tur  (Panegyr.  Vet.  };ii.  z8.). 

mourning, 
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mourning,  the  Eaftera  emperor  was  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  the 
principal  chamberlain  of  Maximus :  and  the  choice  of  a  venerable 
old  man,  for  an  office  which  was  ufually  exercifed  by  eunuchs,  an- 
nounced to  the  court  of  Conftantinople  the  graA'ity  and  temperance 
of  the  Britilh  ufurper.  The  ambaflador  condefcended  to  juftify,  or 
excufe,  the  condudl  of  his  mailer  ;  and  to  proteft,  in  fpecious  lan- 
guage, that  the  murder  of  Gratian  had  been  pei-petrated,  without  his 
knowledge  or  confent,  by  the  precipitate  zeal  of  the  foldiers.  But  he 
proceeded,  in  a  firm  and  equal  tone,  to  offer  Theodofius  the  alterna- 
tive of  peace,  or  wai•.  The  fpeech  of  the  ambalTador  concluded 
with  a  fpirited  declaration,  that  although  Maximus,  as  a  Roman, 
and  as  the  father  of  his  people,  would  chufe  rather  to  employ  his 
forces  in  the  common  defence  of  the  republic,  he  was  armed  and 
prepared,  if  his  friendfliip  ihould  be  rejected,  to  difpute  in  a  field  of 
battle  the  empire  of  the  world.  An  immediate  and  peremptory 
anfwer  was  required ;  but  it  was  extremely  difficult  for  Theo- 
dofius to  fatisfy,  on  this  important  occafion,  either  the  feelings 
of  his  own  mind,  or  the  expedations  of  the  public.  The  impe- 
rious voice  of  honour  and  gratitude  called  aloud  for  revenge. 
From  the  liberality  of  Gratian,  he  had  received  the  Imperial 
diadem :  his  patience  would  encourage  the  odious  fufpicion,  that 
he  was  more  deeply  fenfible  of  former  injuries,  than  of  recent  ob- 
ligations ;  and  if  he  accepted  the  friendfliip,  he  muft  Teem  to  ihare 
the  guilt,  of  the  aflaffin.  Even  the  principles  of  juftice,  and  the 
intereil  of  fociety,  would  receive  a  fatal  blow  from  the  impunity  of 
Maximus :  and  the  example  of  fuccefsful  ufurpation  ΛνουΜ  tend  to 
diflfolve  the  artificial  fabric  of  government,  aud  once  more  to  repfunge 
the  empire  in  the  crimes  and  calamities  of  the  preceding  age.  But, 
as  the  fentiments  of  gratitude  and  honour  ihould  invariably  regulate 
the  conduil  of  an  individual,  they  may  be  overbalanced  in  the  mind 
fcf  a  fovereign,  by  the  {cnfc  of  fuperior  duties ;  and  the  maxims; 
Vol.  IIL  G  both 


ΙΟ 


THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 


Baptifm  and 

ortho-lnx 
ed  ids  of  The- 
odofms, 
Α.Ό.  380, 
February  zS. 


both  of  juRlce  and  humanity,  muft  permit  the  eilape  of  an  atrocious- 
criminal,  if  an  innocent  people  would  be  involved  in  the  confequencci 
of  his  puniihment.  The  aHaiTni  of  Gratian  had  ufurped,  but  he 
actually  poiTciTed,  the  nioft  warlike  provinces  of  the  empire  :  the 
Eail  was  exhaufted  by  the  misfortunes,  and  even  by  the  fuccefs^ 
of  the  Gothic  war ;  and  it  was  ferioufly  to  be  apprehended,  that, 
after  the  vital  itrength  of  the  republic  had  been  wafted  in  a  doubt- 
ful and  deftrudive  conteft,  the  feeble  conqueror  would  remain  an 
eafy  prey  to  the  Barbarians  of  the  North.  Thefe  weighty  con- 
fiderations  engaged  Theodofius  to  diftemble  his  refentment,  and 
to  accept  the  alliance  of  the  tyrant.  But  he  ftipulated,  that  Max- 
imus  ihould  content  himfelf  with  the  pofleiTion  of  the  countries 
beyond  the  Alps.  The  brother  of  Gratian  was  confirmed  and 
fecured  in  the  foverelgnty  of  Italy,  Africa,  and  the  AVeftern  Illy- 
ricum  ;  and  fome  honourable  conditions  were  inferted  in  the  treaty, 
to  proteifl  the  memory,  and  the  laws,  of  the  deceafed  emperor ". 
According  to  the  cuftom  of  the  age,  the  images  of  the  three  Imperial 
colleagues  were  exhibited  to  the  veneration  of  the  people :  nor 
ihould  it  be  lightly  fuppofed,  that,  in  the  moment  of  a  folemn  re- 
conciliation, Theodofius  fecretly  cherifhed  the  intention  of  perfidy 
and  revenge  "*. 

The  contempt  of  Gratian  for  the  Roman  foldiers,  had  expofed 
him  to  the  fetal  efFeds  of  their  refentment.  His  profound  venera- 
tion for  the  Chriftian  clergy  was  rewarded  by  the  applaufe  and  gra- 
titude of  a  powerful  order,  which  has  claimed»  in  every  age,  the 
privilege  of  difpenfing  honours,  both  on  earth  and  in  heaven  ''. 
The  orthodox  blfliops  bewailed  his  death,  and  their  own  irreparable 


''  Ambrofe  mentions  the  Uws  of  Gratian,  of  Theodofius  have  abfolutely  forgotten,  or 

quas  non  abrogavit  hoftis  (torn.  ii.  epift.  xvii.  flighdy  mentioned, 
p.  827.)•  "  Their  oracle,  the  archbiihop  of  Milan, 

"  Zofimus,  1.  iv.  p.  251,  252.     We  m^y  aiTigns  to  his  pupil  Gratian  an  high  and  re- 

difclaim  his  odious  fufpicions ;  but  we  cannot  fpeftable  place  in  heaven  (tom.  ii.  de  Obit» 

jejeit  the  treaty  of  peace,  which  the  friends  Val.  Confol.  p.  1193•)• 

lofs; 
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lofs :  but  they  were  foon  comforted  by  the  difcovery,  that  Gratlan  CHAP, 
had  committed  the  fceptre  of  the  Eaft  to  the  hands  of  a  prince,  »—  -,-■  Lf 
whofe  humble  iliith,  and  fervent  zeal,  were  fupported  by  the  fpirit 
and  abilities  of  a  more  vigorous  charailer.  Among  the  b-encfadors 
of  the  church,  the  fame  of  Conftantine  has  been  rivalled  by  the 
glory  of  Theodofuis.  If  Conftantine  had  the  ad\rantage  of  erect- 
ing the  ftandard  of  the  crofs,  the  emulation  of  his  fucceflbr  af- 
fumed  the  merit  of  fubduing  the  Arian  herefy,  and  of  aboliihing 
the  worfliip  of  idols  in  the  Roman  world.  Theodofuis  was  the  firft 
of  the  emperors  baptifed  in  the  true  faith  of  the  Trinity.  Although 
he  was  born  of  a  Chriftian  family,  the  maxims,  or  at  leaft  the 
prailice,  of  the  age,  encouraged  him  to  delay  the  ceremony  of  his 
initiation ;  till  he  was  admoniihed  of  the  danger  of  delay,  by  the 
ferious  illnefs  which  threatened  his  life,  towards  the  end  of  the  firft 
year  of  his  reign.  Before  he  again  took  the  field  againft  the  Goths,  he 
received  the  facrament  of  baptifm  "^"  from  Acholius,  the  orthodox 
biftiop  of  TheiTalonica  ''  :  and,  as  the  emperor  afcended  from  the 
holy  font,  ftill  glowing  with  the  warm  feelings  of  regeneration,  he 
didated  a  folemn  edid,  which  proclaimed  his  own  faith,  and  pre- 
fcribed  the  religion  of  his  fubjeds.  "  It  is  our  pleafure  (fuch  is  the 
*'  Imperial  ftyle),  that  all  the  nations,  which  are  governed  by  our 
**  clemency  and  moderation,  ihould  ftedfaftly  adhere  to  the  religion 
"  which  was  taught  by  St.  Peter  to  the  Romans  ;  which  faithful 
*'  tradition  has  preferved  ;  and  which  is  now  profefled  by  the  pontiff 
*'  Damafus,  and  by  Peter,  bifliop  of  Alexandria,  a  man  of  apoftolic 
"  holinefs.     According  to  the  difcipline  of  the  apoftles,  and  the  doc- 

-°  For  the  baptifm  of  Theodofius,  iee  So-  brofe  ;    who  ilyles  him,    murus  fidei  atque 

zomen    Ί.  vii.  c.  4.),   Socrates   (1.  v.   c.  6.),  fanftitatis  (torn,  ii,  epiH.  xv.  p.  820.)  ;  and 

and  Tillemont   (Hiil.  des  Empereurs,  torn,  afterwards  celebrates  his  fpeed  and  diligence 

V.  p.  728.).  in  running    to    Conftantinople,    Italy,    Sec, 

"'  Afcolius,    or  Acholius,   was   honoured  (epift.  xvi.  p.  822.)  a  virtue  which  does  not 

by  the  fiiendihip,  and  the  praifes,  of  Am-  appertain  either  to  a  ivaU,  or  a  bijhof. 

C  2  «  trine      ■ 
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"  trine  of  the  gol'pel,  let  us  believe  the  fole  deity  of  the  Father,  the 
"  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  under  an  equal  majefty,  and  a  pious 
"  Trinity.  We  authorife  the  followers  of  this  doilrine  to  aflume  the 
"  title  of  Catholic  Chriftians  ;  and  as  we  judge,  that  all  others  are 
"  extravagant  madmen,  we  brand  them  with  the  infamous  name  of 
*'  Heretics  ;  and  declare,  that  their  conventicles  ihall  no  longei•  ufurp 
*'  the  refpcftable  appellation  of  churches.  Befides  the  condemnation 
*'  of  Divine  juftice,  they  muft  expedl  to  fuiFer  the  fevere  penalties, 
**  which  our  authority,  guided  by  heavenly  wifdom,  ihall  think 
**  proper  to  luflid:  upon  them  ^\"  The  faith  of  a  foidier  is  commonly 
the  fruit  of  inftrudion,  rather  than  of  inquiry ;  but  as  the  emperor 
always  fixed  his  eyes  on  the  vifible  land-marks  of  orthodoxy,  which 
he  had  fo  prudently  conftituted,  his  religious  opinions  were  never 
afFeded  by  the  fpecious  texts,  the  fubtle  arguments,  and  the  ambi- 
guous creeds  of  the  Arian  doftors.  Once  indeed  he  exprefled  a  faint 
inclination  to  converfe  with  the  eloquent  and  learned  Eunomius,  who 
lived  in  retirement  at  a  fmall  dlftance  from  Conftantinople.  But  the 
dangerous  interview  was  prevented  by  the  prayers  of  the  Emprefe 
Flaccilla,  who  trembled  for  the  falvation  of  her  huiband ;  and  the 
mind  of  Theodofms  was  confirmed  by  a  theological  argument, 
adapted  to  the  rudeft  capacity.  He  had  lately  beftowed,  on  his 
cldeft  fon  Arcadius,  the  name  and  honours  of  Auguftus ;  and  the 
two  princes  were  feated  on  a  ftately  throne  to  receive  the  homage 
of  their  fubjeils.  A  biihop,  Amphilochius  of  Iconium,  approached 
the  throne,  and  after  fainting,  with  due  reverence,  the  perfon  of  his 
fovereign,  he  accofted  the  royal  youth  with  the  fame  familiar  ten^ 
dernefs,  which  he  might  have  ufed  towards  a  plebeian  child.  Pro- 
voked by  this  infolent  behaviour,  the  monarch  gave  orders,  that  the 

**  Codex  Thcodof.  1.  xvi.  tit.  i.  leg.  2.  with     Baronius,  auream  fanQionem,  ediftum  piuni 
Codefroy's  Commentary,  torn.  vi.  p.  5— 9•    et  faliitare.— Sic  itui  ad  aftia. 
Such  an  ediddefervcd  the  warmed  praifes  of 

S  ruftic 
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ruillc  prieft  ihoukl  be  inilantly  driven  from  his  prefence.  But  while  ^^^^J' 
the  guards  were  forcing  him  to  the  door,  the  dexterous  polemic  had  ^ — >v— — * 
time  to  execute  his  defign,  by  exclaiming,  with  a  loud  voice,  "  Such 
"  is  the  treatment,  Ο  Emperor  !  which  the  King  of  heaven  has  pre- 
"  pared  for  thofe  impious  men,  who  affed  to  worihip  the  Father,  but 
V  refufe  to  acknowledge  the  equal  majeily  of  his  divine  Son."  Theo- 
dofms  immediately  embraced  the  billiop  of  Iconium;  and  never  forgot, 
the  important  leiTon,  which  he  had  received,  fxOm  this  dramatic  pa- 
rable "". 

Conftantiuople  was  the  principal  feat  and  fortrefs  of  Arianifm  y  r'^^^l^^^f 
and,  in  a  long  interval  of  forty  years  ''■',.  the  faith  of  the  princes  and  nopie, 
prelates,  who  reigned  in  the  capital  of  the  Eaft,  was  rejected  in  the  380. 
purer  fchools  of  Rome  and  Alexandria.  The  archiepifcopal  throne 
of  Macedonius,  which  had  been  polluted  with  fo  much  Chriftian 
blood,  was  fucce/Tively  filled  by  Eudoxus  and  Damophilus.  Their 
diocefe  enjoyed  a  free  importation  of  vice  and  error  from  every  pro- 
vince of  the  empire  ;  the  eager  purfuit  of  religious  controverfy  af- 
forded a  new  occupation  to  the  bufy  idlenefs  of  the  metropolis  ;  and 
we  may  credit  the  aifertion  of  an  intelligent  obferver,  who  defcribes, 
with  fome  pleafantry,  the  effeds  of  their  loquacious  zeal.•  "  This 
"  city,  fays  he,  is  full  of  mechanics  and  ilaves,  who  are  all  of  them 
"  profound  theologians ;  and  preach  in  the  ihops,  and  in  the  ftreets. 
*'  If  you  defire  ώ  man  to  change  a  piece  of  filver,  he  informs  you, 
"  wherein  the  Son  differs  from  the  Father ;  if  you  ailc  the  price  of 
"  a  loaf,  you  are  told,  by  way  of  reply,  that  the  Son  is  inferior  to 
*'  the  Father ;  and  if  you  enquire,  whether  the  bath  is  ready,  the 

^'  Sozomen,  I.  vii.  c.  6.     Theodoret,  1.  v.  **  So^omen,  1.  vii.  c.  ζ.      Socrates,  I,  v. 

e.  i6.  Tillemontis  difpleafed  (Mem.  Ecclef.  c.  7.     Marcellin.  in  Chioti.     Theaccountof 

torn.  vi.  p.    627,  628.)  with  the   terms  of  forty  years  mufl:  be  dated  from  the  eleftion  of 

"  ruftic  biihcp,"  "   obfcure  city."     Yet  I  intrufion  of  Eufebius ;  who  wifely  excha,nged 

muft  take  leave  to  think,  that  both  Amphi-  the  bilhopric  of  Nicomedia  for  the  throne  of 

lochius  and  Iconium  were  objefts  of  incon-  Conil.mtinoplc, 

i3derable  magnitude  in  ;h?  Roman  cnipirp,  '    '        ' 

"  aufwer 
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Gregory  Na- 
iianzen 


*'  anfwer  is,  that  the  Son  was  made  out  of  nothing  *'."  The  he- 
retics, of  various  denominations,  fubfifted  in  peace  under  the  protedion 
of  the  Arlans  of  Conilantino.ple  ;  who  endeavoured  to  fecure  the  at- 
tachment of  thofe  obfcure  fedaries ;  while  they  abufed,  with  unre- 
lenting feverity,  the  victory  which  they  had  obtained  over  the  fol- 
lowers of  the  council  of  Nice.  During  the  partial  reigns  of  Con- 
ftantius  and  Valens,  the  feeble  remnant  of  the  Homooufians  Avas 
deprived  of  the  public  and  private  exercife  of  their  religion  ;  and 
it  has  been  obferved,  in  pathetic  language,  that  the  fcattered  flock 
was  left  without  a  Ihepherd  to  wander  on  the  mountains,  or  to  be 
devoured  by  rapacious  wolves  ".  But,  as  their  zeal,  inftead  of  being 
fubdued,  derived  ftrength  and  vigour  from  oppreflion,  they  feized 
the  firii:  moments  of  imperfedl  freedom,  which  they  acquired  by  the 
death  of  \^alens,  to  form  themfelves  into  a  regular  congregation, 
under  the  c'onduiSt  of  an  epifcopal  paftoi".  Two  natives  of  Cappa- 
docia,  Bafil,  and  Gregory  Nazianzen  ",  were  diftinguiihed  above  all 
their  contemporaries ''\  by  the  rare  union  of  profluie  eloquence  and 
of  orthodox  piety.  Thefe  orators,  who  might  fometimes  be  compared, 
by  themfelves,  and  by  the  public,  to  the  moft  celebrated  of  the 
ancient  Greeks^  were  united  by  the  ties  of  the  ftrid:eil  friendihip. 
They  had  cultivated,  with  equal  ardour,  the  f.ime  liberal  ftudies  in 


.  *'  See  Jortin's  Remarks  on  Ecclefiaftical 
Hiftory,  vol.  Iv.  p.  71.  The  thirty-third 
Oration  of  Gregory  Nazianzen  affords  in- 
deed fome  fimilar  ideas,  even  feme  ftill  more 
ridiculous;  butlhsve  notyetfcund  the  nuor^s 
of  this  .remarkable  pallage;  which  ΐ  allege 
on  the  faith   of  a  correfl  and  liberal  fcholar. 

^*^  See  the  thirty-fecond  Oration  of  Gregory 
Na/.ianzen,  and  the  account  of  his  own  life, 
■which  he  has  compofed  in  1800  iambics. 
Yet  every  phylkian  is  prone  to  exaggerate 
the  inveterate  nature  of  the  difcafe  which  he 
has  cured. 

"'  I  confefs  myf-lf  deeply  indebted  to  the 


/TAU  lives  of  Gregory  "Nazianzen,  compofed, 
with  verydifFerent  views,  by Tillemont(Mem. 
Ecclef.  torn.  ix.  p.  30; — 560,  692—731.), 
and  Le  Clerc  (BibliothequeUniverfclle,  torn. 
xviii.  p.  I  — 128.). 

-'  Unlefs  Gregory  Nazianzen  miftook  thirty 
years  in  his  own  age  ;  he  was  born,  as  well  as 
his  friend  Bafil,  about  the  year  329.  Thcpre- 
pofterous  chronology  of  Suidas  has  been  gra- 
ciouily  received  ;  becaufe  it  removes  the  fcan- 
dai  of  Gregory's  father,  a  faint  likev.-ife,  be- 
getting children,  .after  he  became  a  bilTiop 
(Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  toni.  ix.  p.  693 — 
697.). 

the 
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the  fchools  of  Athens  ;  they  had  reth-ed,  ^•.•ith  equal  devotion,  to  the 
iiune  foUtude  in  the  deferts  of  Pontus  ;  and  every  fpark  of  emulation, 
or  envy,  appeared  to  be  totally  extinguiflied  in  the  holy  and  inge- 
nuous breafts  of  Gregory  and  Bafil.  But  the  exaltation  of  Bafil, 
from  a  private  life  to  the  archiepifcopal  throne  of  Ca^farea,  difcovered 
to  the  world,  and  perhaps  to  himfelf,  the  pride  of  his  charadter ; 
and  the  firft  favour  which  he  condefcended  to  beftow  on  his  friend 
was  received,  and  perhaps  was  intended,  as  a  cruel  infult  ^'.  Inftead 
of  employing  the  fuperior  talents  of  Gregory  in  fome  ufeful  and 
confpicuous  nation,  tlie  haughty  prelate  fele£led,  among  the  fifty 
bilTioprics  of  his  extenfive  province,  the  wretched  village  of  Safima^", 
without  water,  without  verdure,  without  fociety,  fituate  at  the  junc- 
tion of  three  highways,  and  frequented  only  by  the  ineeilant  paifage 
of  rude  and  clamorous  waggoners.  Gregory  fiibmitted  with  reluc- 
tance to  this  humiliating  exile  :  he  was  ordained  biihop  of  Safima  ; 
but  he  folemnly  protefts,  that  he  never  confummated  his  fpiritUal 
marriage  with  this  difgufting  bride.  He  afterwards  confented  to 
undertake  the  government  of  his  native  church  of  Nazianzus  ^',  of 
which  his  father  had  been  biihop  above  five-and-forty  years.    But  as 

»*  Gregory's  Poem  on  his  ovra  Life  con-  language  of  nature,  is  the  fame  in  Cappado- 

tains  forpe   beautiful  lines    (torn.  ii.  p.   8.)  cia  and  in  Britain. 

which  burft  from  the  heart,  and  fpeak  the         ^°  This  unfavourable  portrait  of  Safima  is 

pangs  of  injured  and  loft  friendihip  :  drawn  by  Gregory  Nazianzen  (torn.  ii.    de 

B-ci'.i  xonoi  Aoyic•:,  Vita  fua,  p.  7,  8.).       Its    precife    fituation^ 

Οα,ο^ιγος  τι  κοΆ  σνπτκις  βκ:,  forty-nine  miles  from  Archelais,  and  thirty- 

Ns,-  li;  £ϊ  αμφοιν t*vo  ^fo™  Tyana,  is  fixed  in  the  Itinerary  of 

Δ.£<Γλ•ϊί:>ί-«>  π•«>τα,  sfpirra.  χα^ι^ι,  Antoninus  (p.  144.  edit.  Wefleling.). 
Aveai  (pijyai  τα;  τταλαιας  ελτη^ας.  ''  The  name  of  Nazianzus  has  been  im- 

In  the  Midfummer  Night's  Dream,  Helenia  mortalifed  by  Gregory  ;  but  liis  native  town, 

add.'-eiTes  the  fame  pathetic  complaint  to  her  under  the  Greek  orRoman  title  of  Diocsefarea 

friend  Hermia  :  (Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  ix.p.  692.), 

^  Is  all  the  counfel  that  we  two  have  ihared,  is  mentioned  by  Pliny  (vi.  3.),  Ptolemy,  and 

-      The  fitter's  vows,  &c.  Hierocles  (Itinerar.  Wefleling,  p.  709.).     It 

Shakefpeare  had   never  read  the  poems  of  appears  to  have  been  fituate  on  the  edge  of 

Gregory  Nazianzen  :  he  was  ignorant  of  the  Ifauria. 
Greek  language  ;  but  his  moUier-tongue,  the 

he 
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lie  was  ftill  confcious,  that  he  deferved  another  audience,  and  another 
theatre,  he  accepted,  Avitli  no  unworthy  ambition,  the  honourable 
invitation,  which  was  addrefled  to  him  from  the  orthodox  party  of 
Conftantinople.  On  his  arrival  in  the  capital,  Gregory  was  enter- 
tained in  the  houfe  of  a  pious  and  charitable  kinliman  ;  the  moll  fpa- 
cious  room  was  confccrated  to  the  ufes  of  religious  worihip  ;  and  the 
name  of  Αηαβαβα  was  chofen,  to  exprefs  the  refurreition  of  the 
Nicene  faith.  This  private  conventicle  was  afterwards  conΛ^erted 
into  a  magnificent  church  ;  and  the  credulity  of  the  fucceeding  age 
■was  prepared  to  believe  the  miracles  and  vifions,  which  attefted  the  < 
frefence,  or  at  leaft  the  protedion,  of  the  Mother  of  God  '"'.  The 
pulpit  of  the  Anaftafia  was  the  fcene  of  the  labours  and  triumphs 
of  Gregory  Nazianzen  ;  and,  in  the  fpace  of  two  years,  he  expe- 
rienced all  the  fpiritual  adventures  which  conftitute  the  profperous 
or  adverfe  fortunes  of  a  miffionary  ".  The  Arians,  who  were  pro- 
voked by  the  boldnefs  of  his  enterprife,  reprefented  his  dodtrine,  as 
if  he  had  preached  three  diftin£t  and  equal  Deities  ;  and  the  devout 
populace  was  excited  to  fupprefs,  by  violence  and  tumult,  the  irre- 
gular aiTemblies  of  the  Athanafian  heretics.  From  the  cathedral  of 
St.  Sophia,  there  iffued  a  motley  crowd  "  of  common  beggars,  who 
'*  had  forfeited  their  claim  to  pity  ;  of  monks,  who  had  the  appear- 
"  ance  of  goats  or  fatyrs ;  and  of  women,  more  terrible  than  fo 
**  many  Jezabels."  The  doors  of  the  Anaftafia  were  broke  open ; 
much  mifchief  was  perpetrated,  or  attempted,  with  fticks,  ftones, 
and  firebrands  ;  and  as  a  man  loft  his  life  in  the  affray,  Gregory,  who 
was  fummoned  the  next  morning  before  the  magiftrate,  had  the 
fatisfaition  of  fuppofing,  that  he  publicly  confeiTed  the.  name  of  Chrift. 
After  he  was  delivered  from  the  fear  and  danger  of  a  foreign  enemy, 

'*  See   Ducange,     Conftant.    Chriftiana,  "  Tillemont  (Mem.   Ecclef.   torn.  ix.  p. 

1.  iv.  p.  141,  142.     The  θίΐα  ίϋΜ/>ιι;  of  Sozo-  432,  &c.)  diligently  collcfts,  enlarges,  and 

men  (1.  vii.  c.  5.)  is  interpreted  to  mean  the  explains,  the  oratorical  and  poetical  hints  of 

Virgin  Mary.  Gregory  himfelf. 

his 
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his  Infant  church  was  difgraced  and  diilraited  by  inteftine  failion. 
A  ftranger,  who  aflumed  the  name  of  Maximus  ^*,  and  the  cloak  of 
a  Cynic  philofopher,  innnuated  himfelf  into  the  confidence  of  Gre- 
gory ;  deceived  and  abufed  his  favourable  opinion ;  and  forming  a 
fecret  connedlion  with  fome  bilhops  of  Egypt,  attempted,  by  a  clan- 
deftine  ordination,  to  fupplant  his  patron  in  the  epifcopal  feat  of  Con- 
ftantinople.  Thefe  mortifications  might  fometimes  tempt  the  Cappa- 
docian  miffionary  to  regret  his  obfcure  folltude.  But  his  fatigues 
M^re  rewarded  by  the  daily  increafe  of  his  fame  and  his  congregation ; 
and  he  enjoyed  the  pleafure  of  obferving,  that  the  greater  part  of  his 
numerous  audience  retired  from  his  fermons,  fatisfied  with  the  elo- 
quence of  the  preacher  ",  or  diffatisfied  with  .the  manifold  imper- 
fedtions  of  their  faith  and  pradlice  ^^ 

The  Catholics  of  Conilantinople  were  animated  with  joyful  confi-  Ruin  of  AH- 
dence  by  the  baptifm  and  edidl  of  Theodofius;  and  they  impatiently  ftantinople 
waited  the  efFeds  of  his  gracious  promife.  Their  hopes  were  Ipee- 
dily  accompliihed ;  and  the  emperor,  as  foon  as  he  had  finiihed  the 
operations  of  the  campaign,  made  his  public  entry  into  the  capital 
at  the  head  of  a  vicftorious  army.  The  next  day  after  his  arrival, 
he  fummoned  Damophilus  to  his  prefence;  and  offered  that  Arian 
prelate  the  hard  alternative  of  fubfcribing  the  Nicene  creed,  or  of 
inftantly  refigning,  to  the  orthodox  believers,  the  ufe  and  pofieiTion 
of  the  epifcopal  palace,  the  cathedral  of  St.  Sophia,  and  all  tlie 
churches  of  Conilantinople.  The  zeal  of  Damophilus,  Avhich  in  a 
Catholic  faint  would  have  been  juflly  applauded,  embraced,  without 

'*  He  pronounced  an  oration  (torn.  i.  Orat.  fcribes   his  own   fuccefs  with   fome   human 

xxjii.  p.  409.)  in  his  praife ;  but  after  their  complacency.     Yet  it  fliould  feem,  from  his 

quarrel,  the  name  of  Maximus  was  changed  familiar  converfation  with  his  auditor  St.  fe- 

into  that  of  Heron  (fee  Jerom,   torn,  i.  in  rom  (torn.  i.  Epift.    ad  Nepotian.  p.  14.), 

Catalog.  Script.  Ecclef.  p.  301.).     I  touch  that  the  preacher  underllood  the  true  value  of 

nightly  on  thefe  obfcure  and  perfonal  fquab-  popular  applaufe. 
bles.  ^^  Lachrymae  auditorum  laudes  tua:  fint, 

^'  Under  the  modeft  emblem  of  a  dream,  is  the  lively  and  judicious  advice  of  St.  Je- 

Gregory  (torn.  ii.   carmen  ix,  p.   78.)   de-  rom. 

Vol.  hi.  D  hefitatlon, 
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CHAP,    hefitation,    a  life    of  poverty  and    exile " ;    and   his  removal  was 

XXVII.  ■ 

^_  ' -^-~',_f    immediately    follow^ed   by    the    purification    of  the    Imperial    City. 
The    Arians    might    complain,    with    fome   appearance    of  juftice, 
that  an   inconfiderable   congregation    of   fedaries    ihould  ufurp  the 
hundred  churches,   which  they  were  infufficient  to   fill:  whllft  the 
far   greater   part   of  the   people    was   cruelly   excluded  from    every 
place  of  religious  worfhip.     Theodofius  was  ftill  inexorable  :   but  as 
the  angels  who  protefted  the  Catholic  caufe,  were  only  vifible  to  the 
eyes  of  faith,  he  prudently  reinforced  thofe  heavenly  legions,  with 
the  more  effedual  aid  of  temporal  and  carnal  weapons  :  and  the  church 
of  St.  Sophia  Tvas  occupied  by  a  large  body  of  the  Imperial  guards. 
If  the  mind  of  Gregory  was  fufceptible  of  pride,  he  muft  have  felt  a 
very  lively  fatisfa£lion,  when  the  emperor  conduded  him  through 
the  ftreets  in  folemn  triumph  ;  and,  with  his  own  hand,  refpedfuUy 
placed  him  on  the  archiepifcopal  throne  of  Conftantinople.     But  the 
faint   (who  had  not  fubdued  the  imperfedions  of  human  virtue)  was 
deeply  afFeded  by  the  mortifying   confideration,  that  his  entrance 
into  the  fold  was  that  of  a  wolf,  rather  than  of  a  ihepherd :  that  the 
glittermg  arms,  which  furrounded  his  perfon,  were  neceflliry  for  his 
fafety;  and  that  he  alone  was  the  objed  of  the  imprecations  of  a 
great  party,  whom,  as  men  and  citizens,  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to 
defpife.     He  beheld  the  innumerable  multitude  of  either  fex,  and  of 
every  age,  who  crowded  the  ftreets,  the  \vindows,  and  the  roofs  of 
the  houfes ;  he  heard  the  tumuhuous  voice  of  rage,  grief,  aftoniih- 
ment,  and  defpair ;  and  Gregory  fairly  confeiTes,  that  on  the  me- 
morable  day   of  his   inftallation,  the  capital   of  the  Eaft  Avore   the 
appearance  of  a  city  taken  by  ftorm,  and  in  the  hands  of  a  Barba- 

"    Socrates    (I.   v.  c.  7.)    and  Sozomen  that  it  is  difficult  to  ri/5/?  the  powerful :  but 

(1.  vii.  c.  5.)    relate  the  evangelical  words  it  was  eafy,  and  would  have  been  profitable, 

and  aitions  of  Damophilus  without  a  word  of  to/ubmit, 
approbation.     He  confideifJ,  fays  SocratC£> 

riaa 
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rlan  conqueror ''.  About  fix  weeks  afterwards,  Theodofi  us  declared 
his  refolution  of  expelling  from  all  the  churches  of  his  dominions» 
the  bilhops  and  their  clergy,  who  ihould  obftinately  refufe  to  believe, 
or  at  leaft  to  profefs,  the  dodrine  of  the  council  of  Nice.  His  lieu-  In  t]^e  E^ii 
tenant  Sapor  was  armed  with  the  ample  powers  of  a  general  law,  a 
fpecial  commiffion,  and  a  miUtary  force  "  ;  and  this  ecclefiaftical  revo- 
lution was  conduded  with  fo  much  difcretion  and  vigour,  that  the 
religion  of  the  emperor  was  eftabliihed,  without  tumult,  or  blood- 
Hied,  in  all  the  provinces  of  the  Eaft.  The  writings  of  the  Arians, 
if  they  had  been  permitted  to  exift*°,  would  perhaps  contain  the 
lamentable  ftory  of  the  perfecution,  which  afflicted  the  church  under 
the  reign  of  the  impious  Theodofius  ;  and  the  fuiFerings  of  their  holy 
confeffors,  might  claim  the  pity  of  the  difinterefted  reader.  Yet 
there  is  reafon  to  imagine  that  the  violence  of  zeal  and  revenge  was, 
in  fome  meafure,  eluded  by  the  want  of  refiftance;  and  that,  in 
their  adverfity,  the  Arians  difplayed  much  lefs  firmnefs,  than  had  been 
exerted  by  the  orthodox  party  under  the  reigns  of  Conftantius  and 
Valens.  The  moral  charader  and  condudl  of  the  hoftile  feds  ap- 
pear to  have  been  governed  by  the  fame  common  principles  of  na- 
ture and  religion :  but  a  very  material  circumftance  may  be  difcovered, 
which  tended  to  diftinguifh  the  degrees  of  their  theological  fliith. 
Both  parties,  in  the  fchools,  as  well  as  in  the  temples,  acknowledged 
and  worihipped  the  divine  majefty  of  Chrift  ;  and,  as  we  are  always 
prone  to  impute  our  own  fentiments  and  paflions  to  the  Deity,  it 

^'  See  Gregory  Naeianzen,  torn.  ii.    de  ed  this  important  commiffion  of  Sapor,  v.hich 

Vita  fua,  p.  21,   22.     For  the  fake  of  pof-  Tillemont    (Hiil.  des  Empereurs,    torn.   v. 

terity,  the  biihop  of  Conftantinople  records  p.  728.)  judicioufly  removes,  from  the  reign 

η  ftupendc us  prodigy.     In  the  month  of  No-  ofGratian,  to  that  of  Theodofius. 
vember,  it  was  a  cloudy  morning  ;   but  the         •*°  I  do  not  reckon   Philoftorgius,   though 

fun  broke  forth,  when  the  proceffion  entered  he  mentions  (1.  ix.  c.  19.)  the  expulfion  of 

ihe  church.     -  Damophilus.     The   Eunomian  hiftorian  has 

"  Of  the  three   ecclefiaftical   hiftorians,  been  carefully  ftrained  through  an  orthodox 

Theodoret  alone  (1,  v.  c.  2.)  has  mention-  fieve. 

D  2  would 
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would  be  deemed  more  prudent  and  refpedlful  to  exaggerate,  than  tc. 
circumfcribe,  the  adorable  pcrfedlions  of  the  Son  of  God.  The 
difciple  of  Athanafius  exulted  in  the  proud  confidence,  that  he  had 
entitled  himfelf  to  the  divine  favour :  while  the  follower  of  Arius 
muft  have  been  tormented,  by  the  fecret  apprehenfion,  that  he  was 
guilty,  perhaps,  of  an  unpardonable  offence,  by  the  fcanty  praife, 
and  parfimonious  honours,  which  he  bellowed  on  the  Judge  of  the 
World.  The  opinions  of  Arianifm  might  fatisfy  a  cold  and  fpecula- 
tive  mind :  but  the  dodrine  of  the  Nicene  Creed,  moil  powerfully 
recommended  by  the  merits  of  faith  and  devotion,  was  much  better 
adapted  to  become  popular  and  fuccefsful  in  a  believing  age. 

The  hope,  that  truth  and  wifdom  would  be  found  in  the  affemblies 
of  the  orthodox  clergy,  induced  the  emperor  to  convene,  at  Con- 
ftantinople,  a  fynod  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  bifliops,  who  proceeded^ 
without  much  difficulty  or  delay,  to  complete  the  tlieological  fyilemr 
which  had  been  eftabliihed  in  the  council  of  Nice.  The  vehement 
"difputes  of  the  fourth  century,  had  been  chiefly  employed  on  the 
nature  of  the  Son  of  God :  and  the  various  opinions,  which  were 
embraced  concerning  the  Second^  were  extended  and  transferred,  by 
a  natural  analogy,  to  the  Third,  perfon  of  the  Trinity ""',  Yet  it  was 
found,  or  it  was  thought,  neceffary,  by  the  vidorious  adverfaries  of 
Arianifm,  to  explain  the  ambiguous  language  of  fome  refpedable 
do£tors  ;  to  confirm  the  faith  of  the  Catholics  ;  and  to  condemn  an 
unpopular  and  inconfiftent  fe£l  of  Macedonians  ;  who  freely  admitted 
that  the  Son  was  confubftantial  to  the  Father,  while  they  were  fearful 
of  feeming  to  acknowledge  the  exiilence  of  Three  Gods.     A  final  and 


*'    Le  Clerc  has  given  a  curious  extrafl  who  deified  the  Fatlier  and  the  Son,  without 

(Blbliotheque    Univerftiit•,     torn,    xviii.    p.  the  lioly  Ghoil,   that  they  might  as  well  be 

01      105.)  of  the  theological  fermons  which  ftiled  %'rithdfis,  as  DitheiJJs.     Gregory  him- 

Gregory  Nazianzen  pronounced  at  Conilan-  felf  wasalmoft  a  Tritheift  ;  and  his  monarchy 

tinople  againft  the  Arians,  Eunomians,  Ma-  of  heaven  refembles  a  well-regulated  arifto- 

cedonians,  &c.     He  tells  the  Macedonians,  cracy. 

unanimous 
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unanimous  fentence  was  pronounced  to  ratify  the  equal  Deity  of  the    CHAP. 

Holy  Ghoft  ;  the  myfterious  dodrine  has  been  received  by  all  the    " . ' 

nations,  and  all  the  churches  of  the  Chriftian  world ;  and  their 
grateful  reverence  has  aiTigned  to  the  biihops  of  Tlieodofius,  the 
fecond  rank  among  the  general  councils  *\  Their  knowledge  of  reli- 
gious truth  may  have  been  preferved  by  tradition,  or  it  may  haxQ 
been  communicated  by  infpiration  ;  but  the  fober  evidence  of  hiftory 
will  not  allow  much  weight  to  the  perfonal  authority  of  the  fathers 
of  Conftantinople.  In  an  age,  when  the  ecclefiaftics  had  fcanda- 
loufly  degenerated  from  the  model  of  apoftolical  purity,  the  moft 
worthlefs  and  corrupt  were  always  the  moft  eager  to  frequent,  and 
difturb,  the  epifcopal  aflemblies.  The  confli(£l  and  fermentation  of 
fo  many  oppofite  interefts  and  tempers  inflamed  the  paffions  of  the 
biihops  :  and  their  ruling  paffions  were,  the  love  of  gold,  and  the  love 
of  difpute.  Many  of  the  fame  prelates  who  now  applauded  the  or- 
thodox piety  of  Theodofius,  had  repeatedly  changed,  with  prudent 
flexibility,  their  creeds  and  opinions;  and  in  the  various  revolutions- 
of  the  church  and  ftate,  the  religion  of  their  fovereign  was  the  rule 
of  their  obfequious  faith.  When  the  emperor  fufpended  his  prevail- 
ing influence,  the  turbulent  fynod  was  blindly  impelled,  by  the  abfurd 
or  felfifh  motives  of  pride,  hatred,  and  refentment.  The  death  of 
Meletius,  which  happened  at  the  council  of  Conftantinople,  pre- 
fented  the  moft  favourable  opportunity  of  terminating  the  fchifm  of 
Antioch,  by  fufFering  his  aged  rival,  Paulinus,  peaceably  to  end  hi& 
days  in  the  epifcopal  chair.  The  faith  and  virtues  of  Paulinus  were 
unblemiihed.  But  his  caufe  was  fupported  by  the  Weftern  churches: 
and  the  biihops  of  the  fynod  refolved  to  perpetuate  the  mifchiefs  of 

*^  The  firil  general  council  of  Conflanti-  perplexes,  and  almoft  llaggers,  the  humble 
jiople  now  triumphs  in  the  Vatican  :  but  the  Tillemont  (Mem.  Ecclef.  torn,  ix.  p.  499^ 
popes  had  long  hefitated,  and  their  helitation     500.). 

difcord. 
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^'-xvrr^'  '^^^'^^^''^  ^y  *^^  hafty  ordination  of  a  perjured  candidate*',  ratlier 
\_,-~^^  than  to  betray  the  imagined  dignity  of  the  Eaft,  which  had  been 
illuilrated  by  the  birth  and  death  of  the  Son  of  God.  Such  unjuft 
and  diforderly  proceedings  forced  the  graveft  members  of  the  affem- 
bly  to  diffent  and  to  fecede;  and  the  clamorous  majority,  which 
remained  mafters  of  the  field  of  battle,  could  be  compared  only  to 
wafps  or  magpies,  to  a  flight  of  cranes,  or  to  a  flock  of  geefe  *\ 
Retrfat  of  A  fufplclon  may  poflTibly   arife,    that   fo  unfavourable  a  pidlure 

NazfaiiLn,  of  ecclcfiaftical  fynods  has  been  drawn  by  the  partial  hand  of  fome 
A.  D.  381.  oi^ftinate  heretic,  or  fome  malicious  infidel.  But  the  name  of  the 
fincere  hiftorian  who  has  conveyed  this  inftruftive  leflbn  to  the  know- 
ledge of  poiterity,  muft  filence  the  impotent  murmurs  of  fuperftition 
and  bigotry.  He  was  one  of  the  moll  pious  and  eloquent  biihops 
of  the  age  ;  a  faint  and  a  dodor  of  the  church;  the  fcourge  of  Arian- 
ifm,  and  the  pillar  of  the  orthodox  faith ;  a  diftinguiihed  member 
of  the  council  of  Conftantinople,  in  which,  after  the  death  of  Mele- 
tius,  he  exercifed  the  fundions  of  prefident :  in  a  word — Gregory 
Nazianzen  himfelf.  The  harih  and  ungenerous  treatment  which  he 
experienced*',  inftead  of  derogating  from  the  truth  of  his  evidence, 
affords  an  additional  proof  of  the  fpirit  which  ailuated  the  delibera- 

♦^  Before  the  death  of  Meletius,   fix  or  femblies,  may    be  feen  in  verk   and   profe 

eight  of  his  mod  popular  ecclefiallics,  among  (torn.   i.    orat.   i.  p.    -,3.  epill.  Iv.  p.   814. 

whom    was    Flavian,   had   c.hjured,    for   the  tom.   ii.  carmen     x.  p.  81.).     Such  paflages 

fake   of  peace,     the    bifliopric    of  Antioch  are  faintly  marked  by  Tillemont,  and  fairly 

(Sozomen,  1.  vii.  c.  3.  11.     Socrates,  I.  v.  produced  by  Le  Clerc. 

C.  5.).     Tillemont  thinks  it  his  duty  to  dif-         ♦'  See  Gregory,  tom.  ii.  de  Vita  fua,  p. 

believe  the  flory  ;  but  he  owns  that  there  are  28  —  31.      The   fourteenth,    twenty-feventh, 

many  circumftances  in  the  life   of  Flavian,  and  thirty-fecond  orations  were  pronounced 

which  feem   inconfiftent  with   the  praifes   of  in  the  feveral  ftages  of  this   bufmefs.     The 

Chryfoilom,    and    the    charaifter    of  a   faint  peroration   of  the   laft  (tom.  i.  p.  528. \  in 

(Mem.  Ecclef.  tom.  x.   p.  541.).  which  he  takes  a  folemn  leave   of  men   and 

**  Confult  Gregory   Nazianzen,  de   Vita  angels,   the  city  and  the  emperor,    the  Eaft 

fua,  tom.  ii.  p.  25—28.     His  general  and  and   the  Well,  &c.  is  pathetic,  and  almolt 

particular  opinion  of  the  clergy  and  their  af-  fublime. 

iions 
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tions  of  the  fynod.  Their  unanimous  fuffrage  had  confirmed  the 
pretenfions  which  the  biihop  of  Conftantinople  derived  from  the 
choice  of  the  people,  and  the  approbation  of  the  emperor.  But 
Gregory  foon  became  the  vidim  of  maUce  and  envy.  The  biihops 
of  the  Eaft,  his  ftrenuous  adherents,  provoked  by  his  moderation  in 
the  affairs  of  Antioch,  abandoned  him,  without  fupport,  to  the  ad- 
verfe  faction  of  the  Egyptians ;  who  difputed  the  vaUdity  of  his 
eleftion,  and  rigoroufly  aiTerted  the  obfolete  canon,  that  prohibited 
the  Ucentious  pradlice  of  epifcopal  tranflations.  The  pride,  or  the 
humiUty,  of  Gregory  prompted  him  to  decline  a  conteft  which 
might  have  been  imputed  to  ambition  and  avarice ;  and  he  publicly 
offered,  not  without  fome  mixture  of  indignation,  to  renounce  tlie 
government  of  a  church,  which  had  been  reftored,  and  almoil  cre- 
ated, by  his  labours.  His  refignation  was  accepted  by  the  fynod-, 
and  by  the  emperor,  with  more  readinefs  than  he  feems  to  have 
expected.  At  the  time  when  he  might  haA^e  hoped  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  his  vidtory,  his  epifcopal  throne  was  filled  by  the  fenator 
Nedlarius ;  and  the  new  archbiihop,  accidentally  recommended 
by  his  eafy  temper  and  venerable  afpe£t,  was  obliged  to  delay 
the  ceremony  of  his  confecration,  till  he  had  previouily  difpatched 
the  rites  of  his  baptifm  ■**.  After  this  remarkable  experience  of  the 
ingratitude  of  princes  and  prelates,  Gregory  retired  once  more  to  his 
obfcure  folitude  of  Cappadocia  ;  where  he  employed  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  about  eight  years,  in  the  exercifes  of  poetry  and  devo- 
tion. The  title  of  Saint  has  been  added  to  his  name ;  but  the  ten- 
dernefs  of  his  heart  *\  and  the  elegance  of  his  genius,  refleil  a  more 
pleafing  luftre  on  the  memory  of  Gregory  Nazianzen. 

It 

*"  The  whimucal  ordination  of  Neilarius  is     furtout   pour    Theodofe,   qu'il   vaut  mieux 
attefted  by  Sozomen  (1.  vii.  c.  i<.)  :    but  Til-     travailler  a  le  detruire,  qu'a  le  foutenir;   an 
lemont  obferves  (Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  ix.  p.     admirable  canon  of  criticifm  ! 
719.),  Apri-s  tout,  ce  narre  de  Sozomene  ell         +'  I  can  only  be  underllood  to  mean,  that 
ή  honteux   pour  tous  ceux  qu'il  y  mele,  et    fuch  was  his  natural  temper;  when  it  was 

not 
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CHAP.        It  was  not  enough  that  Theodofius  had  fupprefled  the  infolent 

«^ 1    reign  of  Arianifm,  or  that  he  had  abundantly  revenged  the  injuries 

Theodofius  which  the  Catholics  fuftained  from  the  zeal  of  Conftantius  and  Va- 
here'tics''^'^  lens.  The  orthodox  emperor  confidered  every  heretic  as  a  rebel 
A.D.380—  againft  the  fupreme  powers  of  heaven,  and  of  earth;  and  each  of 
thofe  powers  might  cxercife  their  peculiar  jurifdidion  over  the  foul 
and  body  of  the  guilty.  The  decrees  of  the  council  of  Conftantinople 
had'  afccrtained  the  true  ftandard  of  the  faith  ;  and  the  ecclefiaftics, 
who  governed  the  confcience  of  Theodofius,  fuggefted  the  moil  ef- 
fedual  methods  of  perfecution.  In  the  fpace  of  fifteen  years,  he 
promulgated  at  leaft  fifteen  fevere  ediits  againft  the  heretics*^ ;  more 
efpecially  againft  thofe  who  rejeded  the  dodrine  of  the  Trinity ; 
and,  to  deprive  them  of  every  hope  of  efcape,  he  fternly  enaded, 
that  if  any  laws,  or  refcripts,  fhould  be  alleged  in  their  favour,  the 
judges  fhould  confider  them  as  the  illegal  produdions  either  of 
fraud,  or  forgery.  The  penal  ftatutes  were  direded  againft  the  mi- 
nifters,  the  aflemblies,  and  the  perfons,  of  the  heretics ;  and  the 
paifions  of  the  legiflator  were  exprefled  in  the  language  of  declama- 
tion and  invedive.  I.  The  heretical  teachers,  who  ufurped  the  facred 
titles  of  Biihops,  or  Preibyters,  were  not  only  excluded  from  the 
privileges  and  emoluments  fo  liberally  granted  to  the  orthodox  clergy, 
but  they  were  expofed  to  the  heavy  penalties  of  exile  and  conlifca- 
tion,  if  they  prefumed  to  preach  the  dodrine,  or  to  pradife  the 
rites,  of  their  accurfed  feds.  A  fine  of  ten  pounds  of  gold  (above 
four  hundred  pounds  Sterling)  was  impofed  on  every  perfon  who 
fhould  dare  to  confer,  or  receive,  or  promote,  an  heretical  ordina- 
tion :  and  it  was  reafonably  expeded,  that  if  the  race  of  paftors  could 
be  extinguifhed,  their  helplefs  flocks  would  be  compelled,  by  igno- 

not  hardened,  or  inflamed,  by  religious  zeal.  *'  ^ee  the  Theodofian  Code,  1.  xvi.  tit.  v. 

From  his  retirement,  he  exhorts  Neftarius  '^S'    ^-'3•.  ^vith    Godefroy's  commentary 

,•      .     ,     ,        .       c  r^     Λ      ■       I  on  each  law,  and  his  general  fummary,  or 

to  profccutc  the  heretics  of  Conllanunople,  η        •;                  • 

*                                                                *  Paratiihn,  torn,  vi.  p.  104.— 110. 

3  ranee 
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ranee  and  hunger,  to  return  within  the  pale  of  the  Catholic  Church.  ^Ji^r^' 
II.  The  rigoiOus  prohibition  of  conventicles  was  cai-efuUy  extended  v.^ — «-— ' 
to  every  poflible  circumftance,  in  which  the  heretics  could  aflemble 
with  the  intention  of  woriliipping  God  and  Chrift  according  to  the 
diftates  of  their  confcience.  Their  religious  meetings,  whether  pub- 
lic or  fecret,  by  day  or  by  night,  in  cities  or  in  the  country,  were 
equally  profcribed  by  the  edidts  of  Theodohus  ;  and  the  building,  or 
ground,  which  had  been  ufed  for  that  illegal  purpofe,  was  forfeited 
to  the  Imperial  domain.  III.  It  was  fuppofed,  that  the  error  of 
the  heretics  could  proceed  only  from  the  obftinate  temper  of  their 
minds  ;  and  that  fuch  a  temper  was  a  fit  objed  of  cenfure  and  pu- 
niihment.  The  anathemas  of  the  church  were  fortified  by  a  fort  of 
civil  excommunication  ;  which  feparated  them  from  their  fellow- 
citizens,  by  a  peculiar  brand  of  infamy ;  and  this  declaration  of  the 
fupreme  magiftrate  tended  to  juftify,  or  at  leaft  to  exciife,  the  infults 
of  a  fanatic  populace.  The  fedtaries  were  gradually  difquallfied  for 
the  poiTeifion  of  honourable,  or  lucrative,  employm.ents ;  and  Theo- 
dofius  was  fatisfied  with  his  own  juftice,  Avhen  he  decreed,  that,  as 
the  Eunomians  diftinguilhed  the  nature  of  the  Son  from  that  of  the 
Father,  they  fliould  be  incapable  of  making  their  wills,  or  of  receiv- 
ing any  advantage  from  teftamentary  donations.  The  guilt  of  the 
Manichsean  herefy  was  efteemed  of  fuch  magnitude,  that  it  could  be 
expiated  only  by  the  death  of  the  offender ;  and  the  fame  capital 
punilhment  v.'as  infiided  on  the  Audians,  or  SluartodLcimans  ■*",  who 
ihould  dare  to  perpetrate  the  atrocious  crime,  of  celebrating,  on  an 
improper  day,  the  feftival  of  Eafter.  Every  Roman  might  exercife 
the  right  of  public  accufation ;  but  the  office  of  hiqii'ifUors  of  the 
Taith,  a  name  fo  defervedly  abhorred,  was  firft  inilituted  under  the 

♦'They  always  kept  their  Eafter,  like  the  and  Nicene  fynod,  which  had^/Ari/ EaSer  to 

Jewifti  Paflbver,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  a  tunday.      Bingham's  Antiquities,    1.   ,\x. 

liiril  mcon  after  the  vernal  equinox  ;  and  thus  c.  5.  vol,  ii.  p.  309.   ful.  edit. 
pertinacioufly  oppofed    the    Roman  church 

Vol.  III.  Ε  reign 
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C  Η  A  P.    reign  of  Theodofius.     Yet  we   are  aflured,  that  the   execution   of 
'_   -.-     >    his  penal   edifts  was  feldom  enforced ;  and  that  the  pious  emperor 

appeared   lefs  dcfirous  to  puniih,  than   to  reclaim,  or  terrify,  his 

refradtory  fubjeds  ^°. 
Execution  of       q^j^g  theory  of  perfecution  was  eftabliihed  by  Theodofius,  whofe 

Pnfcillian         _  .  .  . 

and  his  affo-  jufticc  and  piety  have  been  applauded  by  the  faints ;  but  the  pradice 
A.  Ό.  385.  of  it,  in  the  fulleft  extent,  was  refei-ved  for  his  rival  and  colleague 
Maximus,  the  firft,  among  the  Chriilian  princes,  who  ihed  the 
blood  of  his  Chriftian  fubjeils,  on  account  of  their  religious  opinions. 
The  caufe  of  the  Prifcillianifts  ",  a  recent  icd:  of  heretics,  who  difturbed 
the  provinces  of  Spain,  was  transferred,  by  appeal,  from  the  fynocl 
of  Bourdeaux  to  the  Imperial  confillory  of  Treves ;  and  by  the  fen- 
tence  of  the  Praetorian  priefed,  feven  perfons  were  tortured,  con- 
demned, and  executed.  The  firft  of  thcfe  was  Prifcillian  '"^  himfelf, 
bifhop  of  Avila  ",  in  Spain  ;  who  adorned  the  advantages  of  birth 
and  fortune,  by  the  accomplifhments  of  eloquence  and  learning- 
Two  prefbyters,  and  two  deacons,^  accompanied  their  beloved  mafter 
m.  his  death,  which  they  efteemed  as  a  glorious  martyrdom  ;  and  the 
number  of  religious  vidims  was  completed  by  the  execution  of  La- 
tronian,  a  poet,  who  rivalled  the  fame  of  the  ancients  ;  and  of  Eu- 
chrocia  a  noble  matron  of  Bourdeaux,  the  widow  of  the  orator 
Delphidius  '*.     Two  bifhops,   who  had  embraced  the  fentiments  of 

Prifcillian, 

5°  Sozomen,  Lvii.  c.  la.  Λ  no"  pravo  iludio    corrunipiflet  optimum 

5>  See  the  facred  hiftory  of  Sulpicius  Seve-  ingenium  :  prcrfus  multa  in  eo  animi  et  cor- 

rns   (1.  ii.   p.   437  —  452•   ^dit.   Lugd.  Bat.  poris  bona   cerneres  (Hift.   Sacra,  1.  ii.  p. 

16+7.).  acorreft  and  original  writer.     Dr.  439.)•     Even  Jero  ρ   (torn.  i.  in  Script.  Ec- 

Lardncr  (Credibility,  &c.  part  ii.  vol.  ix.  p.  clef.  p.  302.)   fpcaks  with  temper  of  Prifcil- 

256  —  350  )    has   laboured  this  article,  with  lian  and  Laironian. 

pure    learniiij,    good    fenfc,    and    modera-  "  The  bifliopric    (in  Old  Caftile)   is  now 

tion.     Tillcmont^(Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  viii.  worth  20,000  ducats  a  year  (Bufching's  Geo- 

p.  491-527.)  has  raked  together  all  the  dirt  graphy,   vol.  ii.   p.    308.),  and   is   therefore 

of  the  fiith';rs  :   an  ufeful  fcavengcr  !  much  lefs  likely  to  produce  the  author  of  a 

5^  Sevcrus   Sulpicius   mentions   the    arch-  new  herefy. 

heretic  with  elleem  and  pity.  F.-ilix  profeilo,  ^*  Exprobabatur  mulieri  viduEC  nimla  re- 

ligio. 
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Prifcillian,  were  condemned  to  a  diftant  and  dreary  exile '' ;  and    CHAP. 

fome  indulgence  was  fliewn  to  the  meaner  criminals,  who  aflumed    ■_  -.-.L^ 

the  merit  of  an  early  repentance.    If  any  credit  could  be  allowed  to 

confeiTions  extorted  by  fear  or  pain,  and  to  Λ'ague  reports,  the  oiFsprino- 

of  malice  and  credulity,  the  herefy  of  the  Prifcillianiils  would   be 

found  to  include  the  various  abominations  of  magic,  of  impiety,  and 

of  lewdnefs  '*.     Prifcillian,  who  wandered  about  the  world   in  the 

company  of  his  fpiritual  fiilers,  was  accufed  of  praying  ftark-naked 

in  the  midft  of  the   congregation;   and  it  was  confidently  alTerted, 

that  the  eifedts  of  his  criminal  intercourfe  with  the  daughter  of  Eu- 

chrocia,    had    been    fuppreffed,    by   means    flill    more   odious    and 

criminal.     But  an    accurate,  or  rather  a  candid,   enquiry,  will  dif- 

cover,  that  if  the  Prifcillianiils  violated    the   laws   of  nature,  it  was 

not  by  the  licentioufnefs,  but  by  the  aufterity,  of  their  lives.     They 

abfolutely  condemned  the  ufe  of  the  marriage-bed  ;  and  the  peace  of 

families  was  often  difturbed  by  indifcreet  feparations.    They  enjoined, 

or  recommended,  a  total  abftinence  from  all  animal  food  ;  and  their 

continual  prayers,  fafts,  and  vigils,  inculcated  a  rule  of  i1:ri£t   and 

perfe£t  devotion.     The  fpeculative  tenets  of  the  fe£t,  concerning  the 

perfon  of  Chrift,  and  the  nature  of  the  human  foul,  were  derived 

from  the  Gnoftic  and  Manichsean  fyftem  ;  and  this  vain  philofophy, 

which  had  been  tranfported  from  Egypt  to  Spain,  was  ill  adapted  to 

the  groifer  fpirits  of  the  Weft.     The  obfcure   difciples  of  Prifcillian 

fufFered,  languiihed,  and  gradually  difappeared  :  his  tenets  were  re- 

je£led  by  the  clergy  and  people,  but  his  death  was  the  fubjedt  of  a 

long  and  vehement  controverfy;  while  fome  arraigned,  and  others 

ligio,  etdiligentius  culta  divinitas  (Pacat.  in  of  Scilly   (Cambden's  Britannia,  vol.  ii.  p. 

Fanegyr.  Vet.  xii.  29.).     Such  was  the  idea  IS'9•)  ■ 

of  a  humane,  though  ignorant,  polytheift.  '"  The  fcandalous  calumnies  of  Auguftin, 

,,  ^         r    ,  y       ■     ο  tf         •  ''"P^  Leo,   5;c.    which  Tillemont   fwallows 

55  One  of  them  was  fent  in  Syllinam  in-  ,.Λ  ,    ,  •, ,         j  τ      i  r        ,1 

.  ■:  like  a  child,  and  Lardner  refutes  like  a  man, 

fulam  qus  ultra  Britanmam  eft.   What  muil  „ay  fuggeft  fome  candid  fufpicions  in  favour 

have  been  the  ancient  condition  of  the  rocks  of  the  older  Gnollics. 

Ε  2  applauded. 
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applauded,  the  julVice  of  his  fcntence.  It  is  with  plcafure  that  \v« 
can  obferve,  the  humane  inconf:ftency  of  the  moft  illuftrious  faints 
and  biihops,  Ambroie  of  Milan  ",  and  Martin  of  Tours  '" ;  who,  on 
this  occafion,  aflerted  the  caufe  of  toleration.  They  pitied  the  un- 
happy men,  Avho  had  been  executed  at  Treves  ;  they  refufed  to  hold 
communion  with  their  epifcopal  murderers  ;  and  if  Martin  deviated 
from  that  generous  refolution,  his  motives  were  laudable,  and  his 
repentance  was  exemplary.  The  bifhops  of  Tours  and  Milan  pro- 
nounced, without  hefitation,  the  eternal  damnation  of  heretics  ;  but 
they  were  furprifed,  and  ihocked,  by  the  bloody  image  of  their  tem- 
poral death,  and  the  honeft  feelings  of  nature  refifted  the  artificial 
prejudices  of  theology.  The  humanity  of  Ambrofe  and  Martin  was 
confirmed  by  the  fcandalcus  irregularity  of  the  proceedings  againil 
Prifcillian,  and  his  adherents.  The  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  minifters 
had  tranfgrefled  the  limits  of  their  refpedive  provinces.  The  fecular 
judge  had  prefumed  to  receive  an  appeal,  and  to  pronounce  a  defini- 
tive fentencc,  in  a  matter  of  faith,  and  epifcopal  jurifdidion.  The 
bifliops  had  dlfgraced  themfelves,  by  exercifing  the  fundions  of  ac- 
cufers  in  a  criminal  profecution.  The  cruelty  of  Ithacius  ",  who 
beheld  the  tortures,  and  folicited  the  death,  of  the  heretics,  provoked 
the  jufl;  indignation  of  mankind  ;  and  the  vices  of  that  profligate  bi- 
ihop  were  admitted  as  a  proof,  that  his  zeal  was  inftigated  by  the 
fordid  motives  of  intereft.  Since  the  death  of  Prifcillian,  the  rude 
attempts  of  perfecution  have  been  refined  and  raethodifed  in  the 
holy  office,  which  afligns  their  diftindt  parts  to  the  ecclefiaftical 
and  fecular  powers.     The  devoted  vidim  is  regularly  delivered  by 

"  Ambrof.  torn.  ii.  epift.xxiv.  p.  891,  angel ;  nor  could  he  afterwards  perform  mi- 


*'In  the  Sacred Hiftory,  and  the  Life  of  St. 


racles  with  fo  much  eafe. 


Martin,  Sulpicius  Scverus  ufes  feme  caution  ;  ,    ."  The   Catholic  pren,yter(Sulp    Sever. 

,     /         ,.     ,,^  ^     ,     .       ,  1.  II.  p.  448.),  and  the  paean  Orator  (Pacat. 

but  he  declares  himfclf  more  freely  m  the  .     ^  '^    ^^     \-         ■•         ^  1.  •  . 

"""•  ■'  in  Pane^yr.   Vet.  xii.  29.),  reprobate,  with 

Dialogues  (iii.  15.).     Martin  was  reproved,  ^^^^j  indig^tion,  ;he  charader  and  conduft 

however,  by  his  ewn  confcience,  and  by  an  ^ξ  Ithacius. 

the 


-en:- 


archhilhop  of 
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che  prieft  to  the  magiftrate,  and  by  the  magiftrate  to  the  executioner  ;    ^χχ^^/' 

and  the  inexorable  ientence  of  the  church,  which  dechires  the  i'piri-    ' « ' 

tual  guilt  of  the  ofiender,  is  exprefled  in  the  mild   language  of  pity 
and  interceilion. 

Among  the  ecclefiaftics,  who  illuftrated  the  reign  of  Theodofius,  Ambrofe 
Gregory  Nazianzen  was  diftinguiihed  by  the  talents  of  an  eloquent  Milan, 
preacher ;  the  reputation  of  miraculous  gifts,  added  weight  and  '  *  ^'^'^ 
dignity  to  the  monaftic  virtues  of  Martin  of  Tours"" ;  but  the  palm 
of  epifcopal  vigour  and  ability  was  juftly  claimed  by  the  intrepid 
Ambrofe '".  He  was  defcended  from  a  noble  family  of  Romans  ; 
his  father  had  exercifed  the  important  office  of  Prxtorian  pra^fed  of 
Gaul ;  and  the  fon,  after  paffing  through  the  ftudies  of  a  liberal  edu- 
cation, attained,  in  the  regular  gradation  of  civil  honours,  tlie  ilation 
of  confular  of  Liguria,  a  province  which  included  the  Imperial  re- 
fidence  of  Milan.  At  the  age  of  thirty-four,  and  before  he  had  re- 
ceived the  facrament  of  baptifm,  Ambrofe,  to  his  own  furprife,  and 
to  that  of  the  world,  was  fuddenly  transformed  from  a  governor  to 
an  archbiihop.  AVithout  the  leaft  mixture,  as  it  is  faid,  of  art  or 
intrigue,  the  whole  body  of  the  people  unanimouily  faluted  him  with 
the  epifcopal  title  ;  the  concord  and  perfeverance  of  their  acclama- 
tions were  afcribed  to  a  preternatural  impulfe;  and  the  reludant  ma- 
giftrate was  compelled  to  undertake  a  fpiritual  office,  for  which  he 
was  not  prepared  by  the  habits  and  occupations  of  his  former  life. 
But  the  adive  force  of  his  genius  foon  qualified  him  to  exercile,  with 
zeal  and  prudence,  the  duties  of  his  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiilion ;  and, 
while   he  cheerfully  renounced  the   vain  and  fplendid  trappings  of 

*"  The  life  of  St.  Martin,  and   the  Dia-         *'  The  ihort  and .  fuperficial  life   of  St. 

k)gues  concerning  his  miracles,  contain  fails  Ambrofe,  by  his  deacon  Paulinus  (Appendix 

adapted  to  the  groifeil  barbarifm,  in  a  llyle  ad  edit.  Benedift.   p.  i_xv.),  has  the  merit 

not  unworthy  of  the  Auguftan  age.     So  natu-  of   original    evidence.      Tillemont     (Mem. 

ral  is    the  alliance  between  good  tafte  and  Ecclef.  torn.  x.  p.  78—306.),  and  the  Bene- 

good  fenfe,  that  I  am  always  aftonifned  by  didline  editors  (p.  χ,χχϊ—ΐχϋϊ.),  have  laboured, 

this  contrail.  vviththeirufual  diligence. 

temporal 
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^  J^^  ''•    temporal  greatnefs,  he  condefcended,  for  the  good  of  tlie  church,  to 

u— ν 1    dlrett  tl;e  confcience  of  the  emperors,  and  to  controul  the  admini- 

ftration  of  the  empire.  Gratian  loved  and  revered  him  as  a  father  > 
and  the  elaborate  treatife  on  the  faith  of  the  1  rinity,  was  defigned 
for  the  inftruiilion  of  the  young  prince.  After  his  tragic  death,  at  a 
time  when  the  emprefs  Juftina  trembled  for  her  own  fafety,  and 
for  that  of  her  fon  Valentinian,  the  archbiihop  of  Milan  was  dif- 
patched,  on  two  different  embaffies,  to  the  court  of  Treves.  He  exer- 
cifed,  with  equal  firmnefs  and  dexterity,  the  powers  of  his  fpiritual 
and  political  charaders ;  and  perhaps  contributed,  by  his  authority 
and  eloquence,  to  check  the  ambition  of  Maximus,  and  to  protedt 
the  peace  of  Italy  *\  Ambrofe  had  devoted  his  life,  and  his  abilities, 
to  the  fervice  of  the  church.  Wealth  was  the  object  of  his  con- 
tempt ;  he  had  renounced  his  private  patrimony ;  and  he  fold,  with- 
out hefitation,  the  confecrated  plate  for  the  redemption  of  captives. 
The  clergy  and  people  of  Milan  were  attached  to  their  archbiihop  ; 
and  he  deferved  the  efteem,  without  foliciting  the  flivour,  or  appre- 
hending the  difpleafure,  of  his  feeble  fovereigns. 
His  fuccefs-         The  government  of  Italy,   and  of  the  young  emperor,  naturally 

ful oppofition  τ    n•  r  i  i    r  •    •        i 

to  the  em-  dcvolved  to  his  mother  Juftuia,  a  woman  of  beauty  and  Ipint,  but 
A?D.  335",^'  who,  in  the  midft  of  an  orthodox  people,  had  the  misfortune  of 
April  ϊο^  profeffing  the  Arian  herefy,  which  ihe  endeavoured  to  inftil  into  the 
mind  of  her  fon.  Juftina  was  perfuadcd,  that  a  Roman  emperor 
might  claim,  in  his  own  dominions,  the  public  exercife  of  his  reli- 
gion ;  and  fhe  propofed  to  the  archbiihop,  as  a  moderate  and  rea- 
fonable  conceflion,  that  he  ihould  refign  the  ufe  of  a  fmgle  church, 
either  in  the  city  or  fuburbs  of  Milan.  But  the  conduit  of  Ambrofe 
was  governed  by  very  different  principles  "^^     The  palaces  of  the 

earth 

•^  Ambrofe  himfelf  (torn.  ii.  epift.  xviv.  «^  His  own  reprefentatlon  of  his  principles 
p.  888  —  891.)  gives  the  emperor  a  very  fpi-  and  conduft  (torn.  ii.  epift.  xx.  xxi.  xxii.  p. 
rited  account  of  his  own  cmbafiy.  S52— 880.)  is  one  of  the  curious  monuments 

of 
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earth  might  indeed  belong  to  Ccciar ;  but   the   churches  were   the    C  Η  A  P. 

houfes  of  God  ;  and,  within  the  limits  of  his  diocefe,  he  himfelf,  as    * v— -^ 

the  lawful  fucceflor  of  the  apoftles,  was  the  only  minifter  of  God. 
The  privileges  of  Chriftianity,  temporal  as  well  as  fpiritual,  were 
confined  to  the  true  believers  ;  and  the  mind  of  Ambrofe  \vas  fatis- 
fied,  that  his  own  theological  opinions  were  the  ftandard  of  truth  and 
orthodoxy.  The  archbiihop,  who  refufed  to  hold  any  conference, 
or  negociation,  with  the  inftruments  of  Satan,  declared,  with  modeft 
firmnefs,  his  refolution  to  die  a  martyr,  rather  than  to  yield  to  the 
impious  facrilege  ;  and  Juftina,  who  refented  the  refufal  as  an  aol  of 
infolence  and  rebellion,  liaftily  determined  to  exert  the  Imperial  pre- 
rogative of  her  fon.  As  ilie  defired  to  perform  her  public  devotions  on 
the  approaching  feftival  of  Eafter,  Ambrofe  was  ordered  to  appear 
before  the  council.  He  obeyed  the  fummons  with  the  refpeft  of  a 
faithful  fubjeft,  but  he  was  followed,  without  his  confent,  by  an 
innumerable  people :  they  prefled,  with  impetuous  zeal,  againft  the 
gates  of  the  palace  ;  and  the  affrighted  minifters  of  Valentinian,  inftead 
of  pronouncing  a  fentence  of  exile  on  the  archbifhop  of  Milan,. 
humbly  requefted  that  he  would  interpofe  his  authority,  to  proteit 
the  perfon  of  the  emperor,  and  to  reftore  the  tranquillity  of  the  ca-- 
pital.  But  the  promifes  which  Ambrofe  received  and  communicated, 
were  foon  violated  by  a  perfidious  court ;  and,  during  fix  of  the 
moft  folemn  days,  which  Chriftian  piety  has  fet  apart  for  the  exer- 
cife  of  religion,  the  city  was  agitated  by  the  irregular  convulfions  of 
tumult  and  fanaticifm.  The  officers  of  the  houfehold  were  direiled 
to  prepare,  firft,  the  Portian,  and  afterwards,  the  new ^Bafilica,  for  the 
immediate  reception  of  the  emperor,  and  his  mother.  The  fplendid 
canopy  and  hangings  of  the  royal  feat  were  arranged  in  the  cuftomary 
manner ;   but  it  was  found  neceffary  to  defend  them,  by  a   ftrong 

of  ecclefiaftical  antiquity.     It  contains  two     tion  to  Valentinian,  and  the  fermon  de  Bafi- 
letters  to  liis  filter  Marcellina,  with  a  peti-     ifcis  non  tradendis, 

guard,. 
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guard,  from  the  liifuks  of  the  populace.  The  Arian  ecclefiaftlcs,  Λvhβ 
ventured  to  ihew  themfelves  in  the  ftreets,  were  expofed  to  the  moil 
imminent  danger  of  their  lives :  and  Ambrofc  enjoyed  the  merit 
and  reputation  of  refcuing  his  perfonal  enemies  from  the  hands  of 
the  enraged  multitude. 

But  while  he  laboured  to  reftrain  the  efFefts  of  their  zeal,  the 
pathetic  vehemence  of  his  fermons  continually  inflamed  the  angry 
and  feditious  temper  of  the  people  of  Milan.  The  charaders  of 
Eve,  of  the  wife  of  Job,  of  Jezabel,  of  Herodias,  v.'erc  indecently 
applied  to  the  mother  of  the  emperor ;  and  her  defire  to  obtain  a 
church  for  the  Arians,  was  compared  to  the  moft  cruel  perfecutions 
which  Chriftianity  had  endured  under  the  reign  of  Paganifm.  The 
meafures  of  the  court  ferved  only  to  expofe  the  magnitude  of  the 
evil.  A  fine  of  two  hundred  pounds  of  gold  was  impofed  on  the 
corporate  body  of  merchants  and  manufadturers :  an  order  was  fig- 
nified,  in  the  name  of  the  emperor,  to  all  the  officers,  and  inferior 
fervants,  of  the  courts  of  juftice,  that,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  public  diforders,  they  ihould  rtriftly  confine  themfelves  to  their 
houfes  :  and  the  minifters  of  Valentinian  imprudently  confefied, 
tJiat  the  moft  refpeilable  part  of  the  citizens  of  Milan  was  attached 
to  the  caufe  of  their  archbifhop.  He  was  again  folicited  to  reftore 
peace  to  his  country,  by  a  timely  compliance  with  the  will  of  his 
fovereign.  The  reply  of  Ambrofe  was  couched  in  the  moft  humble 
and  refpedful  terms,  which  might,  however,  be  interpreted  as  a 
ferious  declaration  of  civil  war.  "  His  life  and  fortune  were  in  the 
"  hands  of  the  emperor  ;  but  he  would  never  betray  the  church  of 
*'  Chrift,  or  degrade  the  dignity  of  the  epifcopal  charader.  la 
"  fuch  a  caufe,  he  was  prepared  to  fuifer  whatever  the  malice  of  the 
"  daemon  could  inflidt  ;  and  he  only  wifhed  to  die  in  the  prefence 
"  of  his  faithful  flock,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  altar;  he  had  not 
•*■  contributed  to  excite,  but  it  was  in  the  power  of  God  alone  to 
I  "  appeafe, 
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*'  appeafe,  the  rage  of  the  people:  he  deprecated  the  fcenes  of  blood  ^Jtrft/' 
"  and  confufion,  Avhich  were  likely  to  enfue  ;  and  it  was  his  fervent  v_— ^~-^ 
*'  prayer,  that  he  might  not  fiirvive  to  behold  the  ruin  of  a  ilouriih.- 
"  ing  city,  and  perhaps  the  defolation  of  all  Italy**."  The  obfti- 
nate  bigotry  of  Juftina  would  have  endangered  the  empire  of  her 
fon,  if,  in' this  conteft  Avitli  the  church  and  people  of  Milan,  ilie 
could  have  depended  on  the  aftive  obedience  of  the  troops  of  the 
palace.  A  large  body  of  Goths  had  marched  to  occupy  the  Baftlka^ 
which  was  the  objedof  the  difpute:  and  it  might  be  expeded  from 
the  Arlan  principles,  and  barbarous  manners,  of  thefe  foreign  mer- 
cenaries, that  they  would  not  entertain  any  fcruples  in  the  execution 
of  the  moft  fanguinary  orders.  They  were  encountered,  on  the  facred 
threiliold,by  the  archbii]iop,who,  thundering  againft  them  a  fentence  of 
excommunication,  aiked  them,  in  the  tone  of  a  father  and  a  mafter, 
AVhether  ifwas  to  invade  the  houfe  of  God,  that  they  had  implored  the 
liofpitable  protedion  of  the  republic  ?  Tlie  fufpenfe  of  the  Barba- 
rians allowed  fome  hours  for  a  more  eiFedual  negociation ;  and  the 
•emprefs  was  pcrfuaded,  by  the  advice  of  her  ΛvIfeft  counfellors,  to 
leave  the  Catholics  in  poifeffion  of  all  the  churches  of  Milan ; 
and  to  diflemble,  till  a  more  convenient  feafon,  her  intentions  of 
revenge.  The  mother  of  Valentinian  could  never  forgive  the  triumph 
of  Ambrofe ;  and  the  royal  youth  uttered  a  paiTionate  exclamation, 
that  his  own  fervants  v;ere  ready  to  betray  him  into  the  hands  of  an 
infolent  piieft. 

The  laws  of  the  empire,  fome  of  which  Λvere  infcribed  with  the  A.  D.  3 so 
name  of  Valentinian,  ftill  condemned  the  Arlan  herefy,  and  feemed 

'*  Retz  liad  a  iimilar  meFage  from  the  dc  regret,  et  de  foumiilion,  &'C.  (Memoircs, 
cueen,  to  requeft  that  he  would  appeafe  the  tom.  i.  p.  140.)  Certainly  I  do  not  compare 
tumult  of  Paris.  It  was  no  longer  in  his  either  the  caufes,  or  the  men  ;  yet  the  co- 
power,  Λε.  A  quoij'ajoutaitoutceque  vous  adjutor  himfelf  had  fome  idea  (p.  84.)  of 
pouvez-vous  imaginer  derefpeft,  de  douleur,  imitating  St.  Ambrofe. 

Vol.  III.  f  y^ 
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^XXVl/'  ^  excufe  the  refiftance  of  the  GathoHcs.  By  the  influence  of  Juftina^ 
«'  X  •'  an  edidt  of  toleration^  was  promulgated  in  ail  the  provinces  which• 
were  fubjedl  to  the  court  of  Milan  ;  the  free  exercife  of  their  reli- 
gion was  granted  to  thofe  who  profeiTed  the  fiith  of  Rimini ;  and 
th€  emperor  declared',  that  all  perfons  who  ihould  infringe  this  facred• 
and  falutary  conftitution,  ihould  be  capitally  punilhcd,  as  the  enemies 
of  the -public  peace*'.  The  character  and  language  of  the  archbiihop 
of  Milan  may  juftify  the  fufpicion,,  that  his  condudl  foon  afforded  a 
reafonable  ground,  or  at  lead  a  fpecious  pretence,  to  the  Arian  mi- 
nifters;  who  watched  the  opportunity  of  furprifing  hira  in  fom.e  ail 
of  dilcbedience  to  a  Liav,  which  he  ftrangely  reprefents  as  a  law  of 
blood  and  tyranny.  A  fentence  of  eafy  and  honourable  baniihment 
was  pronounced,  which  enjoined  Ambrofe  to  depart  from  Milan, 
without  delay ;  whilft  it  permitted  him  to  chufe  the  place  of  his 
exile,  and  the  number  of  his  companions.  But  the  authority  of  the 
faints,  who  have  preached  and  pradifed  the  maxims  of  paiTive 
loyalty,  appeared  to  Ambrofe  of  lefs  moment  than  the  extreme  and" 
preifuig  danger  of  the  church.  He  boldly  refufed  to  obey ;  and  his 
refufal  was  fupported  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  his  faithful  peo- 
ple "^*.  They  guarded,  by  turns  the  perfon  of  their  archbiihop  ; 
the  gates  of  the  cathedral  and  the  epifcopal  palace  were  ftrongly 
fecured  ;  and  the  Imperial  troops,  who  had  formed  the  blockade, 
were  unwilling  to  riik  the  attack,  of  that  impregnable  fortrefs. 
The  numerous  poor,  who,  had  been  relieved  by  the  liberality  of 
Ambrofe,  embraced  the  fair  occafion  of  fignalifmg  their  zeal  and 
^atitude  ;  and  as  the  patience  of  the  multitude  might  have  been  ex- 
haufted  by  the  length  and  uniformity  of  noiturnal  vigils,  he  pru- 
dently introduced  into  the  church  of  Milan  the  ufeful  inilitution  of  a 

*5  Sozomen  alone  (1.  vii.  c.    33.)  throws•  parata  cum  epifcopo  fuo  ,  .  .  Nos  adhuc  fri- 

this  luminous  fail  into  a  dark  and  perplexed  gidi  excitabamur    tamen    civitate    attonita 

narrative.  atque  turbata.     Auguftin.  Confeffion.  1.  ix. 

**  Excubabat  pia  plebs  in  ecdcfia  morl  c,  7. 

loud 
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'loud  and  regular  pililmody.  \Vhile  he  maintained  this  arduous  con-  ^χχγπ.^' 
teft,  he  was  inftruded,  by  a  dream,  to  open  the  earth  in  a  place 
where  the  remains  of  two  martyrs,  Gervafms  and  Protafius  *',  had 
been  depofited  above  three  hundred  years.  Immediately  under  the 
pavement  of  the  church  two  perfedl  ikeletons  Avere  found  '',  with  the 
heads  feparated  from  their  bodies,  and  a  plentiful  effuiion  of  blood. 
The  holy  relics  \vere^  prefented,  in  folemn  pomp,  to  the  veneration 
of  the  people  ;  and  every  circumftance  of  this  fortunate  difcovery 
v>/-as  admirably  adapted  to  promote  the  defigns  of  Ambrofe.  The 
bones  of  the  martyrs,  their  blood,  their  garments,  Λvere ,  fuppofed  to 
contain  a  healing  power;  and  the  prceternatural  influence  was  com- 
municated to  the  moil  diilant  objeds,  without  lofmg  any  part  of  its 
original  virtue.  The  extraordinary  cure  of  a  blind  man  ^",  and  the 
reludlant  confeiTions  of  feveral  dasmoniacs,  appeared  to  juftify  the 
faith  and  fandtity  of  Ambrofe  ;  and  the  truth  of  thofe  miracles  is 
atteftcd  by  Ambrofe  himfelf,  by  his  fecretary  Pauliijus,  and  by  his 
profelyte,  the  celebrated  Auguilin,  who,  at  that  time,  profeiTed  the 
art  of  rhetoric  in  Milan.  The  reafon  of  the  prefent  age  may  poiTibly 
appxOve  the  incredulity  of  Juftina  and  her  Arian  court ;  who  de- 
rided the  theatrical  reprefentations,  Avhicji,  were  exhibited  by  th^ 
contrivance,  and  at  the  expence,  of  the  archbiihop  '^  Their  eiFed, 
however,  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  was  rapid  and  irrefiilible ;  and 

*^Tillemont,  M?m.  Ecclef.  tom.ii.  p.  78.  '«  Ambrof.   £om.  ii.  epift.  xxii,   p.   S7J. 

498.     Many  churches  in  Italy,    Gaul,  &c.  Auguftin.  Confef.  1.  ίχ.  c.  7.  de  Civitat.Dei, 

were  dedicated  to  thefe  unknown  martyrs,  1.  χχϋ.  c.  8.     Paulin.  in  Vita  St.  Ambrof. 

of  whom   St.  Gervafe   feeras  to  have  been  c.  14.  in  Append.  Benedift.  p.  4.  The  blind 

more  fortunate  than  his  companion.  man's. name  was  Severus ;    he  touched  the 

«3  Invenimus  mirs  magnitudinis  viros  du-  holy  garment,  recovered  his  fight,  and  de- 

os,  ut  prifca  atas  ferebat.  Tom.  ii.  epiit.  xxii.  voted  the  rell  of  his  life  (at  leaft  twenty-five 

p.  875.     The  fize  of  thefe  Ikeletons  was  for-  j.ears)  to  the  fervicc  of  the  church.     I  ihould 

Rinately,  or  ikilfully,  fuited  to  the  popular  recommend  this  miracle  to  our  divines,  if  it 

prejudice  of  the  gradual  decreafe  of  the  hu-  did  not  prove  the  worihip  of  relics,  as  well 

man  ftature ;  which  has  prevailed  in  every  as  the  Nicene  creed. 

ageftnce  the  time  of  Homer.  1-  Paulin.   in  Vit.  St.   Ambrof.  c.   c.  in 

Grandiaque  eiFoffis  mirabitur  o/Ta  fepulchris.  Append.  Benedid.  p.  5. 

F  2  the 


^6  ΤΗΈ   DECLINE    AND    FALL 

G  Η  A  p.    the  feeble  fovereign  of  Italy  found  himfelf  uuablc  to  contend  wlth- 
<_— y-*'^    the  favourite  of  heaven.     Ihe  powers  likewifc  of  the  earth  intei-pofed• 
in  the  defence  of  Ambrofe :  the  difinterefted  advice  of  Theodofius• 
was  the  genuine  refidt  of  piety  and  friendfliip  ;  and  the  maft  o£ 
religious  zeal  concealed  the  hoilile  and  ambitious  defigns  of  the  tyrant 
of  Gaul ". 
Maximus  in-       The  reign  of  Maximus  might  have  ended  in  peace  and  plOfperity», 
Λ.  D.  387,'     could  he  have  contented  himfelf  wuth  the  poiTeflion  of  three  ample- 
'  "^"  '  countries,  which  now  conftitute  the  three  moft  flouriiliing  kingdoma^ 

of  modern  Europe.     But  the  afpiring  ufurper,  whofe  fordid  ambition 
was  not  dignified  by  the  love  of  glory  and  of  arras,,  confidered  hi;)• 
adtual  forces  as  the  inftruments  only  of  bis  future  greatnefs,  and  his 
fuccefs  was  the  immediate  eaufe  of  his    deftrudion.     The  wealth 
which  he  extorted'*  from  the  opprefled  provinces  of  Gaul,.  Spain,, 
and  Britain,  was  employed  in  levying  and  maintaining: a  formidable- 
army  of  Barbarians,  colleded,  for  the  moft  par-t,  from  the  fierceftv 
nations  of  Germany.     The  conqueft  of  Italy  was  the  objed:  of  his . 
hopes  and  preparations ;  and  he  fecretly  meditated .  the  ruin  of  an 
innocent  youth,   whofe  government  was  abhorred   and  defpifed  by. 
his  Catholic  fubjeds.     But  as  Maximus  Aviilied  to  occupy,  without 
refiftance,  the  paifes  of  the  Alps,  he  received,  with  perfidious  fmiles, , 
Domninus  of  Syria,  the  ambaifador  of  Valentinian,  and  preiTed  hira 
to  accept   the  aid  of  a  confi.derable  body  of  troops,  for  the  fervice 
of  a  Pannonian  war.     The  penetration  of  Ambrofe  had  difcovered 
the  fnares  of  an  enemy  under  the  profelfions  of  friendihip  '''j  but  the 

"  Tillemont,,    Mem;.  Ecclef.  torn.  x.   p.  than  the  feeble  declamation  of  Pacatus  (xii.• 

190.  750.     He  partially  allows   the  media-  25,  26.). 

tion  of  Theodofius  ;  and  caprlcioufly  rejects         '^  Klio    tutior    advcrfus   homiiieni,    pads, 

that  of  Maximup,  though  it  is  atteiled   by,  involucro  tegcntcm,  was  the  wife  caution  of  ' 

Profper,  Sozomen,  and  Theodoret.  Ambrofe  (tom.  ii.  p.  891.),  after  his  return. 

The  modeft  cenfure  of  Sulpicius  (Dia-  from  his  fecond  embaify. 


log.  iii.   J5.)  inflifts.a  much  deeper  wound 


Syrian 
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Syrian  Domulnus  was  corrupted,  or  deceived,  by  the  liberal  ΓαΛ'Οΐιν    ^Ji^^,^' 
of  the  court  of  Treves  ;  and  the  council  of  Milan  obftinately  rejedled    <.. — ,τ— *^ 
the  fufpicion  of  danger,  with  a  blind  confidence,  which  was  the 
efFedl,  not  of  courage,  but  of  fear.     The  march  of  the  auxiliaries 
was  guided  by  the  ambaiTador ;  and  they  were  admitted,  without 
dillruft,  into  the  fortrefles  of  the  Alps.     But  the  crafty  tyrant  fol- 
lowed, with  hafty  and-filent  footileps,  in  the  rear;   and,   as  he  dili- 
gently intercepted  all  intelligence  of  his  motions,  the  gleam  of  ar- 
mour, and  the  duft  excited  by  the  troops  of  caAi-alry,  firll  announced 
the  hoftile  approach  of  a  ftranger  to  the  gates  of  Milan.     In  this 
extremity,  Jailina  and  her  fon  might  accufe  their  own  imprudence, 
and  the  perfidious  arts  of  Maximus  ;  but  they  v/anted  time,  and 
force,  and  refolutlon,  to  ftand  agalnfi:  the  Gauls  and  Germans,  either 
in  the  field,  or  within   the   w^^lls   of  a   large  and   difaffedted   city. 
Flight  was  their  only  hope,   Aqullela   their   only  refuge;    and   as 
Maximus  now  difplayed  his  genuine  charafter,  the  brother  of  Gra- 
tian  might  exped  the  fame  fiite  from  the  hands  of  the  fame  aiTaiTm. 
Mixlmus  entered  Milan  in  triumph  ;  and  if  the  wife  archbifhop  re- 
fufed  a  dangerous  and  criminal  connexion  with  the  ufurper,  he  might 
Indlreftly  contribute  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms,-  by  Inculcating,  from  - 
the  pulpit,  the•  duty  of  refignation,  rather  than  that  of  refiftance  '*. 
The  unfortunate  Juftina  reached  Aqullela  in  liifety;  but  fhe  diftruiled 
the  ftrength  of  the  fortifications ;  ilie  dreaded  the  event  of  a  fiege  ; 
and  ihe  refolved  to  implore  the  prote£tion  of  the  great  Tlieodofius,  - 
whofe  power  and  virtue  were  celebrated  In  all  the  countries  of  the 
Weft.     A  velfel  was  fecretly  provided  to  tranfport  the  Imperial  fa- 
mily ;  they  embarked  with  precipitation  in  one  of  the  obfcure  har- 
bours of  Venetln,  or  Iftrla ;  traverfed  the  whole,  extent  of  the  Hadria- 
tic  and  Ionian  feas ;  turned  the  extreme  promontory  of  Peloponne=' 

''♦  Baronius  (A.  D.  387.  N°  63.)  applies  to  this  feafon  of  public  diftrefs  ibme  of  the 
penitential  fermons  of  the  archbifliop. 

fus;.•. 


Theodofius 
takes  arms  in 
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fus;  and,  after  a  long,  but  fuccefsful,  navigation,  repofed  themfelves 
in  the  port  of  TheiTalonica.  Ml  the  fubjedts  of  Valentinian  deferted 
the  caufe  of  a  prince,  who,  by  his  abdication,  had  abfolved  them  from 
the  duty  of  allegiance ;  and  if  the  little  city  of  iEmona,  on  the 
verge  of  Italy,  had  not  prefnmed  to  ftop  the  career  of  his  inglorious 
vidtory,  Maximus  would  have  obtained,  without  a  ftruggle,  the 
fole  poiTeflion  of  the  weftern  empire. 

Inilead  of  inviting  his  royal  guefts  to  the  palace  of  Conftantino- 
the  caufe  of      jg    Theodofius  had  fome  unknown  reafons  to  fix  their  refidence  at 

Valentinian,     r     ' 

A.  D.  387.  TheiTalonic»  ;  but  thefe  reafons  did  not  proceed  from  contempt  or 
indifference,  as  he  fpeedily  made  a  vifit  to  that  city,  accompanied  by 
the  greateft  part  of  his  court  and  fenate.  After  the  firft  tender  ex- 
preffions  of  friendihip  and  fympathy,  the  pious  emperor  of  the  Eail 
gently  admonifhed  Juftina,  that  the  guilt  of  herefy  was  fometimes 
puniihcd  in  this  world,  as  well  as  in  the  next ;  and  that  the  public 
profeiTion  of  the  Nicene  faith,  would  be  the  moil  efficacious  ftep  to 
promote  the  reftoration  of  her  fon,  by  the  fatisfadion  which  it  muft 
occafion  both  on  earth  and  in  heaven.  The  momentous  queftion  of 
peace  or  war  was  referred,  by  Theodofuis,  to  the  deliberation  of 
his  council ;  and  the  arguments  which  might  be  alleged  on  the  fide 
of  honour  and  juftlce,  had  acquired,  fince  the  death  of  dratian, 
a  confiderable  degree  of  additional  weight.  The  perfedition  bf  the 
Imperial  family,  to  which  Theodofuis  himfelf  had  been  indebted  for 
his  fortune,  was  now  aggravated  by  recent  and  repeated  injuries. 
Neither  oaths  nor  treaties  could  reftrain  the  boundlefs  ambition  of 
Maximus ;  and  the  delay  of  vigorous  and  decifive  meafures,  inftead 
of' prolonging  the  bleffings  of  peace,  would  expbfe  the  eaftern  em- 
pire to  the  danger  of  an  hoftile  invafion.  The  Barbarians,  who  had 
paffed  the  Danube,  had  lately  affumed  the  charader  of  foldjers  and 
fubjefts,  but  their  native  ficrcenefs  was  yet  untamed ;  and  the  ope- 
rations of  a  war,  which  would  excrcife  th^ir  valour,  and  diminifli 

their 
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their  numbers,  might  tend  to  relieve  the  provinces  from  an  intole-  ^^^χ-ι^τ^* 
rable  oppreiTion.  Notwithftanding  thefe  fpecious  and  folid  i-eafons,  ^— — ν——' 
which  were  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  council,  Theodofms  ftill 
hefitated  Avhether  he  ihould  draw  the  fword  in  a  conteft,  which 
could  no  longer  admit  any  terms  of  reconciliation  ;  and  his  mag- 
nanimous charaiter  was  not  difgraccd  by  the  apprehenfions  w^hich 
he  felt  foi:  the  fafety  of  his  infant  fons,  and  the  welfare  of  his  ex- 
haufted  people.  In  this  moment  of  anxious  doubt,  while  the  fate 
of  the  Roman  world  depended  on  the  refolution  of  a  fmgle  man,  the 
charms  of  the  princefs  Galla  moft  po-werfully  pleaded  the  caufe  of 
her  brother  Valentinian  ".  The  heart  of  Theodofius  was  foftened  by 
the  tears  of  beauty ;.  his  affedions  were  infenfibly  engaged  by  the 
graces  of  youth  and  innocence ;  the  art  of  Juftina  managed  and  di- 
reded  the  impulfe  of  paffion ;  and  the  celebration  of  the  royal  nup- 
tials was  the  affurance  and  fignal  of  the  civil  war.  The  unfeeling, 
critics,  wlx)  confider  every  amorous  weaknefs  as  an  indelible  ftain 
on  the  memory  of  a  great  and  orthodox  emperor,  are  inclined,  on 
this  cccafion,  to  difpute  the  fufpicioiis  evidence  of  the  hiftorian  Zo- 
fimus.  For  my  own  part,  I  ihall  frankly  confefs,  that  I  am  willing 
to  find,,  or  even  to  feek,  in  the  revolutions  of  the  world,  fome  traces 
of  the  mild  and  tender  fcntiments  of  domeftic  life ;,  and,  amidil  the 
crowd  of  fierce  and  ambitious  conquerors,  I  can  diftinguiih,.  with 
peculiar  complacency,  a  gentle  hero,  who  may  be  fuppofed  to  re- 
ceive his  armour  from  the  hands  of  love.  The  alliance  of  the  Perfian 
king  was.  fecured  by  the  faith  of  treaties ;  the  martial  Barbarians  were 
perfuaded  to.  follow  the  ftandard,  or  to  refped  the,  frontiers,  of  an 
active  and  liberal  monarch ;  and  the  dominions  of  Theodofius,  from. 

'5  The  flight  of  Valeatinlan,  and  the  love  fius  (Hift.  des  Empereurs,  torn.  v.  p.  740.), 

of  Theodofius  for  his   ilfler,  are  related  by  and  confequently  to  refute  ces  contes  de  Zo— 

Zofimus  (1.  iv.  p.  263,   264..).    Tillemont  fime,  qui  ferolent  trop  contraires  a  la  piete 

produces  fome  weak  and  ambiguous  evidence  de  Theodofe. 
SO.  antedate  the  fecond  marriage  of  Theodo- 

the- 
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Defeat•  and 
-death  of 
Maxim  us, 
A.D.388, 
June— Au- 


the  Eupliraies  to  tlie  Hadriat'ic,  refounded  with  the  preparations  of 
\vai•  holh  by  land  and  lea.  The  ikilful  difpofition  of  the  forces  of 
the  Eaft  feemed  to  multiply  their  numbers,  and  dvftracled  the  atten- 
tion of  Maximus.  He  had  reafon  to  fear,  that  a  chofen  body  of 
troops,  under  the  command  of  the  intrepid  Avbogaftes,  would  dircft 
their  march  along  the  banks  of  the  Danube:,  and  boldly  penetrate 
through  the  Rhsetian  provinces  into  the  centre  of  Gaul.  A  power•^ 
ful  fleet  was  equipped  in  the  harbours  of  Greece  and  Epirus,  Avith 
an  apparent  tlefign,  that  as  foon  as  the  paflage  had  been  opened  by 
a  naval  victory,  Valentinian,  and  his  mother,  fliould  land  in  Italy, 
proceed,  without  delay,  to  Rome,  and  occupy  the  majeRic  feat  of 
religion  and  empire.  In  the  mean  while,  Theodofius  himfelf  advanced 
at  the  head  of  a  brave  and  dilciplined  army,  to  encounter  liis  un- 
worthy rival,  who,  after  the  fiege  of  -£mona,  had  fixed  his  camp 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sifcia,  a  city  of  Pannonia,  ftrongly  forti- 
fied by  the  broad  and  rapid  ftream  of  the  Save. 

The  veterans,  who  ftill  remembered  the  long  refiftance,  and  fuc- 
ceiTive  refources,  of  the  tyrant  Magnentius,  might  prepare  themfelves 
for  the  labours  of  three  bloody  campaigns.  But  the  conteft  Λvith  his 
fuccelTor,  who,  like  him,  had  uiurped  the  throne  of  the  AVeil,  was 
eafily  decided  in  the  term  of  two  months  '°,  and  within  the  fpace  of 
two  hundred  miles.  The  fuperior  genius  of  the  emperor  of  the 
Eaft  might  prevail  over  the  feeble  Maximus  ;  who,  in  this  important 
crifis,  ihewed  himielf  deftitute  of  military  ikill,  or  perfonal  cou- 
rage ;  but  the  abilities  of  Theodofius  were  feconded  by  the  adA^antage 
which  he  poflefTed  of  a  numerous  and  adlive  cavalry.  The  Huns, 
the  Alani,  and,  after  their  example,  the  Goths  themfelves,  were 
formed  into  fquadrons  of  archers ;  who  fought  on  horfeback,  and 
^.confounded  the  fteady  valour  of  the  Gauls  and  Germans,  by  the 


'°  fee  Godcfroy.'s  Chronology  of  the Lawsj  CoJ.  Theodof.  tcm.i.  p..cxi.v 
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rapid  motions  of  a  Tartar  war.     After  the  fatigue  of  a  long  march,    ^  JJ^,^' 

in  the  heat  of  fummer,  they  fpurred  their  foaming  horfes  into  the    '— — ν ' 

waters  of  the  Save,  fwam  the  river  in  the  prefence  of  the  enemy, 
and  inftantly  charged  and  routed  the  troops  who  guarded  the  high 
ground  on  the  oppofite  fide.  Marcellinus,  the  tyrant's  brother, 
advanced  to  fupport  them  with  the  feled  cohorts,  which  were  con- 
fidered  as  the  hope  and  ilrength  of  the  army.  The  adlion,  which 
had  been  interrupted  by  the  approach  of  night,  was  renewed  in  the 
morning ;  and,  after  a  fharp  conflidl,  the  furviving  remnant  of  the 
bra  veil  foldiers  of  Maximus  threw  down  their  arms  at  the  feet  of  the 
conqueror.  AVithout  fufpending  his  march,  to  receive  the  loyal 
acclamations  of  the  citizens  of  Jimona,  Theodofius  prefled  forwards, 
to  terminate  the  war  by  the  death  or  captivity  of  his  rival,  who  fled 
before  him  with  the  diligence  of  fear.  From  the  fummit  of  the 
Julian  Alps,  he  defcended  with  fuch  incredible  fpeed  into  the  plain 
of  Italy,  that  he  reached  Aquileia  on  the  evening  of  the  firft  day ; 
and  Maximus,  who  found  himfelf  encompaffed  on  all  fides,  had 
fcarcely  time  to  fliut  the  gates  of  the  city.  But  the  gates  could  not 
long  refift  the  effort  of  a  victorious  enemy ;  and  the  defpair,  the 
difaffeftion,  the  indiiference  of  the  foldiers  and  people,  haftened  the 
downfall  of  the  wretched  Maximus.  He  was  dragged  from  his 
throne,  rudely  ftripped  of  the  Imperial  ornaments,  the  robe,  the 
diadem,  and  the  purple  flippers ;  and  condudled,  like  a  malefactor, 
to  the  camp  and  prefence  of  Theodofius,  at  a  place  about  three 
miles  from  Aquileia.  The  behaviour  of  the  emperor  was  not  intended 
to  infult,  and  he  fhewed  fome  difpofition  to  pity  and  forgive,  the 
tyrant  of  the  Wefl:,  who  had  never  been  his  perfonal  enemy,  and 
was  now  become  the  objeiSt  of  his  contempt.  Our  fympathy  is  the 
moil  forcibly  excited  by  the  misfortunes  to  which  we  are  expofed ; 
and  the  fpedlacle  of  a  proud  competitor,  now  proftrate  at  his  feet, 
could  not  fail  of  producing  very  ferious  and  folemn  thoughts  in  the 
Vol.  III.  G  mind 
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miiul  of  the  vidorious  emperor.  But  the  feeble  emotion  of  invo- 
luntary pity  was  checked  by  his  regard  for  public  juftice,  and  the 
memory  of  Gratian  ;  and  he  abandoned  the  victim  to  the  pious  zeal 
of  the  foldiers,  who  drcAV  him  out  of  the  Imperial  prefence,  and 
Inftantly  feparated  his  head  from  his  body.  The  intelligence  of  his 
defeat  and  death  was  received  with  fmcere,  or  well-diiTembled,  joy  : 
his  fon  Vidor,  on  whom  he  had  conferred  the  title  of  Auguftus, 
died  by  the  order,  perhaps  by  the  hand,  of  the  bold  Arbogaftes; 
and  all  the  military  plans  of  Theodofius  were  fuccefsfuUy  executed. 
When  he  had  thus  terminated  the  civil  war,  with  lefs  difficulty  and 
bloodflaed  than  he  might  naturally  expedl,  he  employed  the  winter 
months  of  his  refidence  at  Milan,  to  reftore  the  ftate  of  the  aiflided 
provinces ;  and  early  in  the  fpring  he  made,  after  the  example  of 
Conftantlne  and  Conftantius,  his  triumphal  entry  into  the  ancient 
capital  of  the  Roman  empire  ". 

The  orator,  who  may  be  filent  without  danger,  may  praife  with- 
out difficulty,  and  without  reludlance '' ;  and  pofterity  will  confefs, 
that  the  charader  of  Theodofius"  might  furniih  the  fubjed  of  a  fin- 
cere  and  ample  panegyric.  The  wifdom  of  his  laws,  and  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  arms,  rendered  his  adminiftration  refpedable  in  the  eyes 
both  of  his  fubjeds,  and  of  his  enemies.     He  loved  and  pradifed 


'^  Eefidesthe  liints  which  may  be  gathered 
from  chronicles  and  ecclefiaaical  hiitory,  Zo- 
fimui  tl.iv.  p.  259-267.),  Orofius  (1.  vii.  c. 
35.),  and  Pacatus  (In  Panegyr.  Vet.  xii.  30 

^7.),  fupply  the  loofe  and  fcanty  materials 

of  this  civil  war.  Ambrofe  (torn.  ii.  epift. 
xl.  ρ  95?,  953•)  darkly  alludes  to  the  well- 
known  events  of  a  magazine  furprifed,  an 
ailicn  at  Petovio,  a  Sicilian,  perhaps  a  naval, 
yiftory,  fire.  Aufonius  (p.  256.  edit.  Toll.) 
applauds  the  peculiar  merit,  and  good  for- 
tune, of  Aquileia. 

7«  Qnam  promptum  laudare  principem, 
tam  tutuni  filuifi'e  de  principe  (Pacat.  in  Pa- 


negyr. Vet.  xii.  2.).  Latinus  Pacatus  Dre- 
panius,  a  native  of  Gaul,  pronounced  this 
oration  at  Rome  (A.  D.  388.).  He  was  af- 
terwards proconful  of  Africa;  and  his  friend 
Aufonius  praifes  him  as  a  poet,  fecond  only 
to  Virgil.  See  Tillemont,  Hiit.  des  Empe- 
reurs,  torn.  v.  p.  303. 

'"  See  the  fair  portrait  of  Theodofius,  by 
the  younger  A'^iftor  ;  the  ftrokes  are  diilind, 
and  the  colours  are  mixed.  The  praife  of 
Pacatus  is  too  vague  ;  and  Claudian  always 
feems  afraid  of  exalting  the  father  above  the 
fon. 

the 
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the  virtues  of  domeftic  life,  which  feldom  hold  their  rehdencc  in  the  ^,.y,;'^,' " 
palaces  of  kings.  Theodofms  was  chafle  and  temperate  :  he  enjoyed,  u— v- — » 
without  excefs,  the  fenfual  and  fecial  pleafures  of  the  table  ;  and  the 
warmth  of  his  amorous  paffions  was  never  diverted  from  their  lawful 
objeils.  The  proud  titles  of  Imperial  greatnefs  were  adorned  by  the 
tender  names  ox  a  faithful  hufband,  an  hidulgent  father;  his  uncle 
was  raifed,  by  his  aftedlionate  efteem,  to  the  rank  of  a  fecond  pa- 
rent :  Theodofms  embraced,  as  his  own,  the  children  of  his  brother 
and  lifter ;  and  the  expreffions  of  his  regard  were  extended  to  the 
moft  diftant  and  obfcure  branches  of  his  numerous  kindred.  His 
familiar  friends  were  judicioufly  feleded  from  among  thofe  perfons, 
who,  in  the  equal  intercourfe  of  private  life,  had  appeared  before  his 
eyes  without  a  maik:  the  confcioufnefs  of  perfonal  and  fuperior 
merit  enabled  him  to  defpife  the  accidental  diftindion  of  the  pui-ple ; 
and  he  proved  by  his  condudt,  that  he  had  forgotten  all  the  inju- 
ries, while  he  moft  gratefully  remembered  all  the  favours  and 
fervices,  which  he  had  received  before  he  afcended  the  throne  of 
the  Roman  empire.  The  ferious,  or  lively,  tone  of  his  converfation, 
w^as  adapted  to  the  age,  the  rank,  or  the  character,  of  his  fubjeds 
whom  he  admitted  into  his  fociety;  and  the  aiFability  of  his  man- 
ners difplayed  the  image  of  his  mind.  Theodofms  refpefted  the 
fimplicity  of  the  good  and  virtuous  ;  every  art,  every  talent,  of  an 
iifeful,  or  even  of  an  innocent,  nature,  was  rewarded  by  his  judi- 
cious liberality ;  and,  except  the  heretics,  whom  he  perfecuted  with 
implacable  hatred,  the  difFufive  circle  of  his  benevolence  was  cir- 
cumfcribed  only  by  the  limits  of  the  human  race.  The  government 
of  a  mighty  empire  may  aflliredly  fuffice  to  occupy  the  time,  and 
the  abilities,  of  a  mortal :  yet  the  diligent  prince,  without  afpiring 
to  the  unfultable  reputation  of  profound  learning,  always  referved 
fome  moments  of  his  leifure  for  the  inftruilive  amufement  of  read- 
ing. Hiftory,  which  enlarged  his  experience,  was  his  favourite 
G  2  ftudy. 
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ftudy.  The  annals  of  Rome,  in  the  long  period  of  eleven  hun- 
dred years,  prefented  him  with  a  various  and  fplendid  piAure  of 
human  life  ;  and  it  has  been  particularly  obferved,  that  whenever  he 
perufed  the  cruel  a£ts  of  Cinna,  of  Marius,  or  of  Sylla,  he  Avarmly 
exprefled  his  generous  deteftation  of  thofe  enemies  of  humanity  and 
freedom.  His  difmterefted  opinion  of  paft  events  Λvas  ufefully  ap- 
plied as  the  rule  of  his  own  aftions ;  and  Theodofius  has  deferved 
the  Angular  commendation,  that  his  virtues  always  feemed  to  expand 
with  his  fortune  :  the  feafon  of  his  profperity  was  that  of  his  mo- 
deration ;  and  his  clemency  appeared  the  moft  confpicuous  after  the 
danger  and  fuccefs  of  the  civil  war.  The  Mooriih  guards  of  the 
tyrant  had  been  maflacred  in  the  firft  heat  of  the  viftory ;  and  a 
fmall  number  of  the  moil  obnoxious  criminals  fuffered  the  puuifli- 
ment  of  the  law.  But  the  emperor  ihewed  himfelf  much  more  at- 
tentive to  relieve  the  innocent,  than  to  chaftife  the  guilty.  The 
oppreffed  fubjeds  of  the  Weft,  who  would  have  deemed  themfelves 
happy  in  the  reftoration  of  their  knds,  were  aftoniihed  to  receive  a 
fum  of  money  equivalent  to  their  lofles ;  and  the  liberality  of  th.e 
conqueror  fupported  the  aged  mother,  and  educated  the  orphan 
daughters,  of  Maximus  ^^  A  charafter  thus  accompliilied,.  might 
almoft  excufe  the  extravagant  fuppofition  of  the  orator  Pacatus  ;  that, 
if  the  elder  Brutus  could  be  permitted  to  revifit  the  earth,  the  ftern 
republican  would  abjure,  at  the  feet  of  Theodofius,  his  hatred  of 
kings ;  and  ingenuoufly  confefs,  that  fuch  a  monarch  was  the  moft 
faithful  guardian  of  the  happinefs,  and  dignity,  of  the  Roman  peo- 
ple ". 

Yet  the  piercing  eye  of  the  founder  of  the  republic  muft  have 
difcerned  two  eflential  imperfedions,  which  might,  perhaps,  have 
abated  his  recent  love  of  defpotifm.     The  virtuous  mind  of  Theodo- 


'°  Ambrof.  torn.   ii.    epift.   xl.    p.    995. 
Pacatus,  from  the  want  of  fldll,,  or  of  cou- 


rage, omits  this  glorious  circumllance. 
*'  Pacat.  in  Panegyr.  Vet.  xii.  20, 


fiue 
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fius  was  often  relaxed  by  indolence'",  and  it  was  fometlmes  inflamed    CHAP. 

,  XXVII. 

by  paiTion  ^\     In  the  purluit  of  an  important  objeft,  his  adlive  cou-    '_     ,-    _■ 

rage  was  capable  of  the  moil  vigorous  exertions  ;  but,  as  foon  as  the 
defign  was  accompliihed,  or  the  danger  was  furmounted,  the  hero  funk 
into  inglorious  repofe  ;  and,  forgetful  that  the  time  of  a  prince  is  the 
property  of  his  people,  refigned  himfelftothe  enjoyment  of  the  inno- 
cent, but  trifling,  pleafures  of  a  luxurious  court.  The  natural  dif- 
pofition  of  Theodofius  was  hafty  and  choleric ;  and,  in  a  ftation 
where  none  could  refift,  and  few  would  difluade,  the  fatal  confe- 
quence  of  his  refentment,  the  humane  monarch  was  juftly  alarmed 
by  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  infirmity,  and  of  his  power.  It  was  the 
conftant  ftudy  of  his  life  to  fupprefs,  or  regulate,  the  intemperate 
fallies  of  paffion  ;  and  the  fuccei's  of  his  efforts  enhanced  the  merit  of 
his  'clemency.  But  the  painful  virtue  which  claims  the  merit  of 
vidlory,  is  expofed  to  the  danger  of  defeat ;  and  the  reign  of  a  wife 
and  merciful  prince  was  polluted  by  an  adl  of  cruelty,  which  would 
llain  the  annals  of  Nero  or  Domitian.  Within  the  fpace  of  three 
years,  the  inconfiftent  hiftorian  of  Theodofius  muft  relate  the  gene- 
rous pardon  of  the  citizens  of  Antioch,  and  the  inhuman  maffacre  of 
the  people  of  Theffalonica. 

The  lively  impatience  of  the  inhabitants  of  Antioch  \vas  never  ^'^^  fedition 

of  Antioch, 

fatisfied  with  their  own  fituation,  or  with  the  charader,  and  con-  A.  D.  387, 
du£t,  of  their  fucceflive  fovereigns.     The  Arian  fubjeils  of  Theodo- 
fius deplored  the  lofs  of  their  churches  ;  and,  as  three  rival  biihops 
difputed  the  throne  of  Antioch,   the  fentence  wiiich  decided  their 
pretenfions  excited  the  murmurs  of  the  two  unfuccefsful  congrega- 

'*  Zofimus,  l.iv.  p.  271,  272.     His  par-  Ambrofe,  in  decent  and  manly  language,  to 

tial  evidence  is  marked  by  an  air  of  candour  his  fovereign)  natura:  impetum,  qiiem  fi  quis 

and  truth.     He  obferves  thefe  viciflitudes  of  lenire  vclit,  cito  vertes  ad  mifericordiam  :  fi 

floth,  and  aftivity,  not  as   a  vice,  but  as  a  quis   llimulet,  in   magis  exfufcitas,    ut  eum 

fingularity,  in  the  charafter  of  Theodofius.  revocare  vix  poflis  (tom.  ii.  epift.  li.  p.  998.), 

''  This  choleric  temper  is  acknowledged,  Theodofius  (Claud,  in  iv  Conf.  Hon.  266, 

and  excufed,  by  Viftor.      Sed   habes   (fays  &c.)  exhorts  his  fon  to  moderate  his  anger. 

tions,- 
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XXVII.  '   tions.     The  exigencies  of  the  Gothic  war,  and  the  inevitable  ex- 

'"'     *       '  pence  that  accompanied  the  conchifion  of  the  peace,  had  conftrained 
the  emperor  to  aggravate  the  weight  of  the  pubHc  impofitions ;  and 
the  provinces  of  Afia,  as  they  had  not  been  involved  in  the  diftrcfs, 
were  the  lefs  inclined  to  contribute  to  the  relief,  of  Europe.     The 
aufpicious  period  now  approached  of  the  tenth  year  of  his  reign  ;  a 
feftival  more  grateful  to  the  foldiers,  who  received  a  liberal  donative, 
than  to  the  fubjecls,  whofe  voluntary  offerings  had  been  long  fince 
converted  into  an  extraordinary  and  opprelTive  burthen.     The  ediils 
of  taxation  internipted  the  repofe,  and  pleafures,  of  Antioch ;    and 
the  tribunal  of  the  magiftrate  was  befieged  by  a  fuppliant  crowd ; 
who,  in  pathetic,  but,  at  firft,  in  refpedtful,  language,  folicited  the 
redrefs  of  their  grievances.     They  were  gradually  incenfcd  by  the 
pride  of  their  haughty  rulers,  who  treated  their  complaints  as  a  cri- 
minal refiftance ;  their  fatirical  wit  degenerated  into  iharp  and  angry 
invedives ;    and,  from  the  fubordinate  powers  of  government,  the 
invedives  of  the  people  infenfibly  rofe  to  attack  the  facred  charader 
li-ebru.-iry  26.  of  the  emperor  himfelf.     Their  fury,  provoTced  by  a  feeble  oppo- 
fition,  difcharged  itfelf  on  the  images  of  the  Imperial  family,  which 
were  ereded,  as  objeds  of  public  veneration,  in  the  moil  confpi- 
cuous  places  of  the  city.     The  ftatues  of  Theodofius,  of  his  father, 
of  his  wife  Flaccilla,  of  his  two  fons,  Arcadius  and  Honorius,  were 
infolently  thrown  down  from  their  pedeftals,  broken  in  pieces,   or 
dragged  with  contempt  through  the  ftreets  :  and  the  indignities  which 
were  offered  to  the  reprefentations  of  Imperial  majefly,  fuiRciently 
declared  the  impious  and  treafonable  wifhes  of  the  populace.     The 
tumult  was  almoft  immediately  fuppreiTed  by  the  arrival  of  a  body  of 
archers ;  and  Antioch  had  leif'ure  to  refled  on  the  nature  and  confe- 
quences  of  her  crime  '^     According  to  the  duty  of  his  office,  the 

governor 

*+  The  Chriftians  and  Pagans  agreed  in      excited  by  the  damons.     A  gigantic  woman 
believing,  that  the  fedition  of  Antioch  was       fays  Sozomen,  1.  vii.    c.  23.)  paraded   the 

ftreets 
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governor  of  the  province  difpatched  a  faithful  narrative  of  the  whole    ^J^^m^' 

tranfadtion ;  while  the  tremhling  citizens  entrufted  the  confeflion  of    ^-^ .^— ^ 

their  crime,  and  the  afllirances  of  their  repentance,  to  the  zeal  of 
Flavian  their  bifliop,  and  to  the  eloquence  of  the  fenator  Hilarius, 
the  friend,  and,  moil  probably,  the  difciple,  of  Libanius ;  whofe 
genius,  on  this  melancholy  occafion,  was  not  ufelefs  to  his  country". 
But  the  two  capitals,  Antioch  and  Conftantinople,  were  feparated 
by  the  diftance  of  eight  hundred  miles ;  and,  notwithflanding  the 
diligence  of  the  Imperial  pofls,  the  guilty  city  was  feverely  punifl-ied 
by  a  long  and  dreadful  interval  of  fufpence.  Every  rumour  agitated 
the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  Antiochians  ;  and  they  heard  with  terror, 
that  their  fovereign,  exafperatcd  by  the  infult  Avhich  had  been  offered 
to  his  own  ilatues,  and,  more  efpecially,  to  thofe  of  his  beloved  wife, 
had  refoh^ed  to  level  with  the  ground  the  offending  city  ;  and  to  maf- 
ilicre,  without  diilindtion  of  age  or  fex,  the  criminal  inhabitants  ^° ; 
many  of  whom  were  actually  driven,  by  their  apprehenfions-,  to  feek 
a  refuge  in  the  mountains  of  Syria,  and  the  adjacent  defert.  At 
length,  twenty-four  days  after  the  fedition,  the  general  Hellebicus,  March  22. 
and  C;i;farius  mafter  of  the  offices,  declared  the  will  of  the  emperor, 
and  the  fentence  of  Antioch.  That  proud  capital  was  degraded  from 
the  rank  of  a  city ;  and  the  metropolis  of  the  Eaff,  ftripped  of  its 
lands,  its  privileges,  and  its  revenues,  was  fubjeded,  under  the  hu- 
miliating denomination  of  a  village,  to  the  jurifdidion  of  Laodicea". 

ft/eets  with  a  fcourge  in  her  hand.     An  old  of  a  maflacre  was  groundlefs  and    abfurd, 

man    (fays    Libanius,    Orat.    xii.    p.    396.)  efpecially  in  the  emperor's  abfence ;    for  his 

transformed   hinu'elf  into  a  youth,    then    a  prefence,    according    to   the  eloquent  flave, 

boy,  ccc.  might   have  given    a    fandion    to    the   moil 

^'  Zofimus,  in  his  ihort  and  difingenuous  bloody  afl?. 

account  (1.   iv.  p.  258,   259.),    is   certainly  "    Laodicea,    on  the  fea-ccift,    fixty-five 

miftaken  in  fending  Libanius  himfelf  to  Con-  miles  from  Antioch  (fee  Noris  Epoch.  Syro- 

ilantinople.      His   own    orations  fix  hi.ii   at  Maced.  Diflert.  iii.    p.   230.)•     The   Anti- 

Antioch.  ochians   v.ere  offended,  that   the  dependent 

»*  Libanius  (Orat.  i.  p.  6.  edit.  A'enet.)  city  of  Seleucia  ihould  prefume  to  intercede 

«icdares,  that,  under  fuch  a  reign,  the  fear  for  them. 

2  '  The 
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^yxvij^     The  baths,  the  Ch'cus,  and  the  theatres,  were  ihut :  and,  that  ever}' 

" u '    fourcc  of  plenty  and  pleafure  might  at  the  fame  time  be  intercepted, 

the  diftribution  of  corn  was  aboUihed,  by  the  fevere  inilruftions  of 
Theodofius.  His  commiifioners  then  proceeded  to  inquire  into  the 
guilt  of  individuals  ;  -of  thofe  who  had  peipetrated,  and  of  thofe  who 
had  not  prevented,  the  deftrudlion  of  the  facred  ftatues.  The  tri- 
bunal of  Hellebicus  and  Caefarius,  encompafled  with  armed  foldiers, 
was  «reded  in  the  midft  of  the  Forum.  The  nobleft,  and  moil 
wealthy,  of  the  citizens  of  Antioch,  appeared  before  them  in  chains  ; 
the  examination  was  affifted  by  the  ufe  of  torture,  and  their  fentence 
was  pronounced  or  fufpended,  according  to  the  judgment  of  thefe  ex- 
traordinary magiftrates.  The  houfes  of  the  criminals  were  expofed  to 
fale,  their  wives  and  children  were  fuddenly  reduced,  from  affluence  and 
luxury,  to  the  moft  abjed  diftrefs ;  and  a  bloody  execution  was  ex- 
peiled  to  conclude  the  horrors  of  a  day  '^,  which  the  preacher  of  An- 
tioch, the  eloquent  Chiyfoftom,  has  reprefented  as  a  lively  image  of  the 
laft  and  univerfal  judgment  of  the  world.  But  the  minifters  of  Theodo- 
fms  performed,  with  relviftance,  the  cruel  tafk  which  had  been  af- 
figned  them:  they  dropped  a  gentle  tear  over  the  calamities  of  the 
people  ;  and  they  liftened  with  reverence  to  the  preffing  follcitations 
of  the  monks  and  hermits,  who  defcended  in  fwarms  from  the  moun- 
tains °'.  Hellebicus  and  CieiiU-ius  were  perfuaded  to  fufpend  the 
execution  of  their  fentence ;  and  it  was  agreed,  that  the  former 
fhould  remain  at  Antioch,  while  the  latter  returned,  with  all  poiTible 
fpeed,  to  Conftantinople ;  and  prefumed  once  more  to  confult  the 
Clemency  of  will  of  his  fovereign.  The  refentment  of  Theodofius  had  already 
fubfided  ;  the  deputies  of  the  people,  both  the  bifhop  and  tlie  orator, 

*^    As  the  days  of  the  tumult  depend  on  744.)    and   Montfaucon    (Chryfortom,    torn, 

the  moieaik  feiUval  of  Eailer,  they  can  only  xiii.  p.  105—  1 10.)• 

be  determined  by  the  previous  determination         "'  Chryfoftom  oppofes /AivV courage,  which 

of  the  year.     The  year  387   has  been  pre-  was  not  attended   with    much    riik,    to   the 

ferred,  after  a  laborious   inquiry,  by  Tillc-  cowardly  flight  of  the  Cynics. 


Theodofius. 


mont   (Hill,   des  Emp.    tom.  v.    p.  741- 


had 
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kad  obtained  a  favourable  audience ;  and  tlie  reproaclies  of  the  em-  CHAP, 
peror  Avere  the  complaints  of  injured  friendililp,  rather  than  the  ftern  ^ — , — Lt 
menaces  of  pride  and  power.  A  free  and  general  pardon  v.-as  granted 
to  the  city  and  citizens  of  Antioch ;  the  prifon-doors  were  thrown 
open  ;  the  fenators,  who  defpaired  of  their  lives,  recovered  the  pof- 
feifion  of  their  houfes  and  eflates  ;  and  the  capital  of  the  Eaft  was 
reftored  to  the  enjoyment  of  her  ancient  dignity  and  fplendour. 
Theodofius  condefcended  to  praife  the  fenate  of  Conftantinople,  who 
had  generoufly  interceded  for  their  difcrefled  brethren  :  he  rewarded 
the  eloquence  of  Hilarius  with  the  government  of  Paleftine ;  and 
difmiifed  the  bifliop  of  Antioch  with  the  warmeft  expreifions  of  his 
refpedt  and  gratitude.  A  thoufand  new  ftatues  arofe  to  the  clemency  April  25, 
of  Theodofms ;  the  applaufe  of  his  iubjeds  was  ratified  by  the  ap- 
probation of  his  own  heart ;  and  the  emperor  confeffed,  that,  if  the 
exercife  of  juftice  is  the  moil  important  duty,  the  indulgence  of 
mercy  is  the  moft  exquifite  pleafure,  of  a  fovereign  '°. 

The  fedition  of  Theffalonica  is  afcribed  to  a  more  fiiameful  caufe,    Sedition  and 
and  Avas  produdive  of  much  more  dreadful  confequences.      That  Th'^ff  Γ  °^ 
-great  city,  the  metropolis  of  all  the  Illyrian  provinces,  had  been  pro-  '^'"^^' 
teded  from  the  dangers  of  the  Gothic  war  by  ftrong  fortifications, 
and  a  numerous  garriibn,     Botheric,   the  general  of  thofe  troops, 
and,  as  it  fliould  feem  from  his  name,  a  Barbarian,  had  among  liis 
iiaves  a  beautiful  boy,  who  excited  the  impure  defires  of  one  of  the 
charioteers  of  the  Circus.     The  infolent  and  brutal  lover  was  thrown 
into  prifon  by  the  order  of  Botheric ;    and  he  fternly  rejeded  the 
importunate  clamours  of  the  multitude,    who,    on  the  day  of  the 

9°  The  fedition  of  Antioch  is  reprefented  (torn.  ii.  p.  1—225.  edit.  Montraucon.j.     I 

in  a  lively,  and  al moil  dramatic,  manner,  by  do  not  pretend   to  mud  perfonal  acquaint- 

two  or.3tors,  who  had   their  refpeftive  iliares  ance  with  Chryfoltom ;   but  Tillemont  (Hifl. 

of  intereii  and  merit.     See  Libanius   (Orat.  des  Empereurs,  torn.  v.    p.  263  — 283.)  and 

xiv,  XV.  p.  389—420.  edit.  -Morel.   Orat.  i.  Hermant  (Vie  de  St.  Chryfoflome,    torn.  i. 

p.  1  — 14.    Venet.    1754.),    and    the  twenty  p.  137  — 224.)  had  read   him  with  pious  cu- 

or.itions  of  St.'ijohn  Chryfoftom,  <ie  Statuis  nafivy,  and  diligence. 

Vol.  III.  ^H  public 
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public  games,   lamented  the  abfcnce  of  their  fav^ourite ;    and  con- 
fidered  tlie  ikill  of  a  charioteer  as  an  object  of  more  importance  than 
his  virtue.     The  i-efentment  of  the  people  was  embittered  by  fome 
previous  difputes ;    and,   as  the  ftrength  of  the  garriibn  had  been 
draw-n  av/rCy  for  the  iervice  of  the  Italian  v^ar,  the  feeble  remnant, 
whofe  numbers  were  reduced  by  defcrtion,  could  not  fave  the  fin- 
happy  general  from  their  licentious  fury.     Botheric,  and  feveral  of 
his  principal   officers,    vi^cre   inhumanly  murdered  ;    their  mangled 
bodies  were  dragged  about  the  ftreets  ;    and  the  emperor,  who  then 
refided  at  Milan,  w^s  furprifed  by  the  intelligence  of  the  audacious 
"and  wanton  cruelty  of  the  people  of  Thefialonica.     The  fentence  of 
H  difpaffionate  judge  vvcould  have  inflided  a  fevere  puniihment  on  the 
authors  of  the  crime ;   and  the  merit  of  Botheric  might  contribute  to 
exafperate  the  grief  and  indignation  of  his  mailer.     The  fiery  and 
choleric  temper  of  Theodofms  was  impatient  of  the  dilatory  forms 
of  a  judicial  enquiry ;  and  he  haftily  refolved,  that  the  blood  of  his 
lieutenant  fhould  be  expiated  by  the  blood  of  the  guilty  people.     Yet 
-"his  mind  ftill  fludtuated  between  the  counfels  of  clemency  and  of 
revenge  ;    the  zeal  of  the  biihops  had  almoft  extorted  from  the  re- 
luftant  emperor  the  promlfe  of  a  general  pardon ;    his  paiTion  was. 
again  inflamed  by  the  flattering  fuggeftions  of  his  miniiter  Rufinus ; 
and,  after  Theodofms  had  difpatched  the  meflengers  of  death,  he 
attempted,  when  it  was  too  late,  to  prevent  the  execution  of  his  or- 
ders.    The  puniihment  of  a  Roman  city  was  blindly  committed  to 
the  undiftinguifliing  fword  of  the  Barbarians ;    and  the  hoftile  pre- 
parations were  concerted  with  the  dark  and  perfidious  artifice  of  an 
illegal  confpiracy.     The  people  of  Thefialonica  were  treacheroufly 
invited,  in  the  name  of  their  fovereign,  to  the  games  of  the  Circus: 
and  fucli  was  their  infiitiate  avidity  for  thofe  amufements,  that  every 
confuleration  of  fear,  or  fufpicicn,  was  difregarded  by  the  numerous 
fpeQators.     As  foon  as  the  aflembly  was  complete,  the  foldiers,.  who 
.1  h.n& 
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Iiad  fecretly  been  pofted  round  the  Circus,  received  the  fignal,  not  ^^.^  ^ 
of  the  races,  but  of  a  general  mafllicre.  The  promiicuous  carnage  >>— >. — -» 
continued  three  hours,  without  difcrimination  of  ftrangers  or  natives, 
of  age  or  fex,  of  innocence  or  guilt ;  the  moft  moderate  accounts 
ftate  the  number  of  the  flain  at  feven  thoufand ;  and  it  is  aflirmed  by 
fome  writers,  that  more  than  fifteen  thoufand  vidims  were  facnficed„ 
to  the  manes  of  Botheric.  A  foreign  merchant,  who  had  probably 
no  concern  in  his  murder,  offered  his  own  life,  and  all  his  wealth, 
to  fupply  the  place  of  one  of  his  two  foRS ;  but,  while  the  father 
hefitated  with  equal  tendernefs,  while  he  was  doubtful  to  chufe,  and 
unwilling  to  condemn,  the  foldiers  determined  his  fufpenfe,  by 
plunging  their  daggers  at  the  fame  moment  into  the  breafts  of  the 
defencelefs  youths.  The  apology  of  the  aiTaifins,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  produce  the  prefcrihed  number  of  heads,  fei-ves  only  to 
increafe,  by  an  appearance  of  order  and  defign,  the  horrors  of  the 
maiTacre,  which  was  executed  by  the  commands  of  Theodofius. 
The  guilt  of  the  emperor  is  aggravated  by  his  long  and  frequent  re- 
fidence  at  Thelfalonica.  The  fituation  of  the  unfortrmate  city,  the 
afpeft  of  the  ftreets  and  buildings,  the  drefs  and  faces  of  the  inha- 
bitants, were  familiar,  and  even  prefent,  to  his  imagination;  and 
Theodofius  poifeiTed  a  quick  and  lively  fenfe  of  the  exillence  of  the 
people  whom  he  deftroyed  '". 

The  refpedful  attachment  of  the  emperor  for  the  orthodox  clergy,  infijenceand 
had  difpofed  him  to  love  and  admire  the  charaiter  of  Ambrofe ;  who  Ambro}/^ 
united  all  the  epifcopal  virtues  in  the  moft  eminent  degree.     The   ^'  ^"  3^^- 
friends  and  minifters  of  Theodofius  imitated  the  example  of  th-eir 

5'    The    original•  evidence   of  Ambrofe  Sozomen  (1.  vii.  c.  25.),    Thcodoret  (1.  v. 

(tom.  ii.  cpirt.  li.    p.  998.),    Auguftin    (de  c.  17.),  Theoplianes  (Chronograph,  p.  62.), 

Civitit.  Dei,  V.  26.),  and  Paulinus  (in  Vit.  Cedrenus  (p.  317.),    and  Zonaras  (tom.  ii. 

Ambrof.  c.  24.),    is  delivered  in  vague  ex-  1.  xiii.  p.  34..).     Zofimiis  «/W,    the  partial 

prefllons  of  horror  and  pity.     It  is  illullrated  enemy  of  Theodofius,    moil  unaccountably 

hy  the  fubfequent  and  unequal  teftimonies  of  paifes  over  in  filence  the  worft  of  his  aftions. 


Η    2  foi 
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foverelgn  ;  and  he  obferved,  with  more  furprife  than  difpleafure,  that 
all  his  lecret  counfels  were  immediately  communicated  to  the  arch- 
biihop ;  who  aded  from  the  laudable  perfuafion,  that  every  meafure 
of  civil  governm.ent  may  have  fome  connexion  w^th  the  glory  of 
God,  and  the  intereft  of  the  true  religion.  The  monks  and  populace 
of  Callinicum,  an  oblcure  town  on  the  frontier  of  Perfia,  excited  by 
their  own  fanalicifm,  and  by  that  of  their  biihop^,  had  turaultuoufly 
burnt  a  conventicle  of  the  Valentinians,  and  a  fynagogue  of  the  Jev.'s. 
The  feditious  prelate  was  condemned,  by  the  magiftrate  of  the  pro- 
vince, either  to  rebuild  the  fynagogue,  or  to  repay  the  damage  ;  and 
this  moderate  fentence  w\is  confirmed  by  the  emperor.  But  it  was 
not  confirmed  by  the  archbiihop  of  Milan  °'.  He  didated  an  epiftle 
of  cenfure  and  reproach,  more  fuitable,  perhaps,  if  the  emperor 
had  received  the  mark  of  circumcifion,  and  renounced  the  faith 
of  his  baptifin.  Ambrofe  confiders  the  toleration  of  the  Jewiih, 
as  the  perfecution  of  the  Chriftian,  religion ;  boldly  declares,  that 
he  himfelf,  and  every  true  believer,  would  eagerly  difpute  with  the 
biihop  of  Callinicum  the  merit  of  the  deed,  and  the  crown  of  mar- 
tyrdom ;  and  laments,  in  the  moft  pathetic  terms,  that  the  execution 
of  the  fentence  would  be  fatal  to  the  fame  and  falvation  of  Theodo- 
fms.  As  this  private  admonition  did  not  produce  an  immediate  ef- 
fe£l,  the  archbiihop,'  from  his  pulpit  ^\  publicly  addrefled  the  em- 
peror on  his  throne  ^* ;  nor  would  he  confent  to  offer  the  oblation  of 
the  altar,  till  he  had  obtaine^^from  Theodofius  a  folemn  and  pofitive 
declaration,  which  fecured  the  impunity  of  the  biihop  and  monks 

»-  See  the  whole  tranfailion  in  Ambrofe  Chrift.      But  the   peroration   is  direft    and 

(torn.  ii.  cplft.  xl,  .\li.    p.  946-956.),    and  perioni]. 

his  biographfr  Paiilinus  fc.  23.).     Bayle  and         »*    Hodie,    Epifcnpe,    de  me  propofuifti. 

Barbeyiac  (Morales  des  Peres,  c.  xvii.  p.  325,  Ambrofe  modellly  confefled  it :   but  he  ilernly 

&c.)  have  juftly  condemned  the  archbiihop.  reprimanded  Tiniefius,  general  of  the  horfe 

"'   His  fermon  is  a  ftraiige  allegory  of  Je-  and   foot,    who   had  prefumcd  to   fay,    that 

remiah's  rod,    of   an    almond-tree,    of  the  the  monks  of  Callinicum  dcferved  punifhr 

worijan  who  wafhed  and  anointed  the  feet  of  ment, 

of 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE. 


53 


of  Callinlcum.     The  recantation  of  Thcodolius  was  fincere  *' ;  and,    ^λ,^^^,^* 

during  the  term  of  his  reiidence  at  Milan,  his  aifeilion  for  Ambrofe    > v-— ' 

was  continually  increafed  by  the  habits  of  pious  and  familiar  con- 
verfation. 

AVhen  Ambrofe  was  informed  of  the  maflacre  of  Thefllxlonica,  Pennance  of 
his  mind  was  filled  with  horror  and  anguilli.  He  retired  into  the  A.  D.  390/ 
country  to  indulge  his  grief,  and  to  avoid  the  prefence  of  Theodo- 
fms.  But  as  the  archbifhop  was  fatisfied  that  a  timid  filence  would 
render  him  the  accomplice  of  his  guilt,  he  reprefented,  in  a  private 
letter,  the  enormity  of  the  crime  ;  which  could  only  be  eiFaced  by 
the  tears  of  penitence.  The  epifcopai  vigour  of  Ambrofe  was  tem- 
pered by  prudence  ;  and  lie  contented  himfelf  with  fignifying  °*  an 
indired  fort  of  excommunication,  by  the  aiTurance,  that  he  had  been 
warned  in  a  vifion,  not  to  offer  the  oblation  in  the  name,  or  in  the 
prefence,  of  Theodofius  ;  and  by  the  advice,  that  he  would  confine 
himfelf  to  the  ufe  of  prayer,  without  prefuming  to  approach  the  altar 
of  Chrift,  or  to  receive  the  holy  eucharift  with  thofe  hands  that  were 
ftill  polluted  with  the  blood  of  an  innocent  people.  The  emperor 
was  deeply  affeded  by  his  own  reproaches,  and  by  thofe  of  his  fpi- 
ritual  fither ;  and,  after  he  had  bewailed  the  mifchievous  and  irre- 
parable confequences  of  his  rafli  fury,  he  proceeded,  in  the  accuilomed 
manner,  to  perform  his  devotions  in  the  great  church  of  Milan.  He 
was  flopped  in  the  porch  by  the  archbifhop ;  who,  in  the  tone  and 
language  of  an  ambaiuvdor  of  Heaven,  declared  to  his  fovereign,  that 
private  contrition  was  not  fufficient  to  atone  for  a  public  fault,  or  to  ■ 
appeafe  the  juftice  of  the  offended  Deity.  Theodofius  humbly  re- 
s' Yet,  five  years  afterwards,  when  Theo-  looi.  His  Epiftle  is  a  miferable  rhnpfody 
dofius  was  abfent  fro. η  his  fpiritual  guide,  he  on  a  noble  fiibjeft.  Ambrofe  could  acl  bet- 
tolerated  the  Jews,  and  condemned  the  de-  ter  than  he  could  write.  His  compofitions 
ftrudion  of  their  fynagogues.  Cod.  Theodof.  are  deftitute  of  tafte,  or  genius ;  without  the 
I.  xvi.  tit.  viii.  leg.  9.  with  Godefroy's  Com-  fpirit  of  Tertullian,  the  copious  elegance  of 
Dientary,  torn.  vi.  p.  225.  La£lantius,  the  lively  wit  of  Jerom,  or  the 

**    Ambrof.  torn.  ii.    epift.  li.   p.  <)<^η —     grave  energy  of  Auguftin. 

prefented,. 
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prefented,  that  if  he  had  contrailcd  the  guilt  of  homicide,  David, 
the  man  after  God's  own  heart,  had  been  guilty,  not  only  of  mur- 
der, but  of  adultery.  "  You  have  imitated  David  in  his  crime, 
*'  imitate  then  his  repentance,"  was  the  reply  of  the  undaunted  Am- 
brofe.  The  rigorous  conditions  of  peace  and  pardon  were  accepted  ; 
and  the  public  penuance  of  the  emperor  Theodofius  has  been  re- 
corded as  one  of  the  moil  honourable  events  in  the  annals  of  the 
church.  According  to  the  mildeft  rules  of  ecclefiaftical  difcipline, 
which  were  eilabliilied  in  the  fourth  century,  the  crime  of  homicide 
was  expiated  by  the  penitence  of  twenty  years"  :  and  "as  it  was  im- 
poffible,  in  the  period  of  human  life,  to  purge  the  accumulated  guilt 
of  the  maifacre  of  Theflalonica,  the  murderer  ihould  have  been  ex- 
cluded from  the  holy  communion  till  the  hour  of  his  dea*:h.  But  the 
archbiihop,  confulting  the  maxims  of  rehgious  policy,  granted  fome 
indulgence  to  the  rank  of  his  illuftrious  penitent,  who  humbled  in 
the  duft  the  pride  of  the  diadem ;  and  :he  public  edification  might 
be  admitted  as  a  weighty  reafon  to  abridge  the  duration  of  his  pu- 
niihment.  It  was  fufEcient,  that  the  emperor  of  the  Romans,  ftrip- 
ped  of  the  enfigns  of  royalty,  ihould  appear  in  a  mournful  and  fup- 
pliant  pofture ;  and  that,  in  the  midil  of  the  chu.ch  cf  M.''an,  he 
ihould  humbly  folicit,  with  fighs  and  tears,  ihx^  pardon  oi"  i\'S  fins  ". 
In  this  fpiritual  cure,  Ambrofe  employed  the  various  meth^dp  cf 
mildnefs  and  feverity.  After  a  delay  of  about  eight  month?,  Theo- 
dofius was  reftored  to  the  communion  of  the  fiiithful ;  and  the  edi^-, 
which  ίηΐεφθΓ€8  a  falutary  inter\'al  of  thirty  days  between  the  fe;i- 

'7  According  to  the  difcipline  of  St.  Bafil  *'  The  pennance  of  Theodcfuii  is  authrn- 

(Canon   Ivi.),   the   voluntary   homicide  was  ticated  bv  Ambrofe  (torn.  vi.  de  Ubit.  1  heo- 

_/"oKr  years  a  mourner  ;  ^x"?  an  htaer  ; /e-ve»  dof.  c.  34.   p.  1207. )j  AugulUn  (de  Civitat. 

in  a  proftrate  ftatc ;    and /our  in  a  (landing  Dei,  v.  26.),  anu  I'aulinus  (in  Vit    Ambrof. 

pofture.     I   have   the  original    (Beveridge,  c.   24.).      Socrates   is   :^~:iOrant  ;    Sczomen 

Pandea.     torn.    ii.    p.    47-151.),     and    a  (1.  vii.  c.  25.)  concife  ;  and  the  copious  nar- 

tranilation   (Chardon,   Hift.  des  Sacremens,  rative  of  1  heodoret  (I.  v,  c.  18. j  muft  be 

torn.  iv.    p.  219— 2  7.)   of  the  Canonical  ufed  with  precaution. 
Epillles  of  St.  Balil. 

tence 
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jtence  and  the  execution,  may  be  accepted  as  the  worthy  fruits  of  his    ^  ^^  ^  p, 

repentance".     Pofterity  has  applauded  the  virtuous  nrmnefs.of  the    ' ^--/ 

archbiiliop  :  and  the  example  of  Theodofius  may  prove  the  bene- 
ficial influence  of  thofe  principles,  which  could  force  a  monarch, 
exalted  above  the  apprehenfion  of  human  punifliment,  to  refpeit  the 
laws,  and  minifters,  of  an  invifible  Judge.  "  The  prince,"  fays 
Montefquieu,  "  who  is  a£luated  by  the  hopes  and  fears  of  religion, 
"  may  be  compared  to  a  lion,  docile  only  to  the  voice,  and  tradable 
"  to  the  hand,  of  his  keeper  "°,"  The  motions  of  the  royal  animal 
will  therefore  depend  on  the  inclination,  and  intereft,  of  the  man 
who  has  acquired  fuch  dangerous  authority  over  him  ;  and  the 
prieft,  who  holds  in  his  hand  the  confcience  of  a  king,  may  inflame, 
or  moderate,  his  fanguinaiy  pafluons.  '  The  caufe  of  humanity,  and 
that  of  perfecution,  have  been  afl'erted,  by  the  fame  Ambrofe,  with 
equal  energy,  and  with  equal  fuccefs. 

After  the  defeat  and  death  of  the  tyrant  of  Gaul,  the  Roman  Generofityof 
world  was  in  the  poflTeiTion  of  Theodofius.     He  derived  from  the  A.  D.  388— 
choice    of   Gratian    his    honourable   title  to   the   provinces    of   the   '^'" 
Eaft :  he  had  acquired  the  Wefl:  by  the  right  of  conqueft ;  and  the 
three  years,  Λvhich  he  fpent  in  Italy,  were  ufefully  employed  to  re- 
ftore  the  authority  of  the  laws ;  and  to  corredt  the  abufes,  which  had 
prevailed  with  impunity  under  the  ufurpation  of  Maximus,.  and  the 
minority  of  Valentinian.     The  name  of  Valentinian  was  regularly 
inferted  in  the  public  ads :   but  the  tender  age,  and  doubtful  fai-th, 
of  the  fon  of  Juftina,  appeared  to  require  the  prudent  care  of  an• 
•orthodox  guardian  j  and  hLs  fpecious  ambition  might  have  excluded  the 

"  Codex  Theodof.  I.  ix.  tit.  xl.  leg.  13.         '°°  Un  prince  qui  aime  la  religion,  et  qui 

The  date  and  circumilances  of  this  law  are  1,  ^,.,:„^    „/i  „„  1• •  „'j     >  , 

,       J     •  u  j-n;     1  •        u      rr    1        r,r  Ja  craint,  elt  un  lion  qui  Cede  a  le  main  qui 
perplexed  with  difficulties ;  but  I  feel  myfelf 

inclined  to  favour  the  honeft  eftorts  of  Tille-  ^'  ^^"^'  °''  ^  '^  ^«^'^  «1"^  I'appaife.     Efprit 

raont  (Hift.  des  Emp.  torn.  v.  p.  721.)  and  des  Loix^  1.  xxiv.  c.  2. 
Pagi  (Critica,  torn,  i.  p.  578.). 


ainfortunats 
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^xx\  n^"  ^''^o'^'t^^i^^te  youth,  without  a  flruggle,  and  ahnoft  without  a  murmur, 
' . '  from  tJie  adminillration,  and  even  from  the  inheritance,  of  the  em- 
pire., If  Theodofms  had  confulted  the  rigid  maxims  of  intereft  and 
policy,  his  condud  would  haA^e  been  juilified  by  his  friends ;  but  the 
gc-nerofity  of  his  behaviour  on  this  memorable  occafion  has  extorted 
.the  applauie  of  his  moil  inveterate  enemies.  He  feated  Valentinian 
on  the  throne  of  Milan ;  and,  without  ftipulating  any  prcfent  or 
future  advantages,  reftored  him  to  the  abfolute  dominion  of  all  the 
provinces,  from  which  he  had  been  driven  by  the  arms  of  Maximus. 
To  the  reftitution  of  his  ample  patrimony,  Theodofms  added  the  free 
and  generous  gift  of  the  countries  beyond  the  Alps,  which  his 
fuccefsful  valour  had  recovered  from  the  ailalFin  of  Gralian  '°'. 
Satisfied  Λvith  the  glory  which  he  had  acquired,  by  revenging 
the  death  of  his  benefactor,  and  delivering  the  λΥεΛ  from  the  yoke 
of  tyranny,  the  emperor  i-eturned  from  Milan  to  Conftantinople ; 
and,  in  the  peaceful  poifeiTion  of  the  Eaft,  infenfibly  relapfed  into 
his  former  habits  of  luxury  and  indolence.  Theodofms  difcharged 
his  obligation  to  the  brother,  he  indulged  his  conjugal  tendernefs  to 
the  fifter,  of  Valentinian :  and  pofterity,  which  admires  the  piu-e 
and  fmgular  glory  of  his  elevation,,  muft  applaud  his  unrivalled 
generoficy  in  the  ufe  of  vidlory. 
Charaaer  of  The  emprefs  Juftina  did  not  long  furvi\^e  her  return  to  Italy  ;  and, 
though  flie  beheld  the  tiluinph  of  Theodofms,  ilie  was  not  allowed 
to  influence  the  government  of  her  fon  '".  The  pernicious  attach- 
ment to  the  Arian  i'e&,  which  Valentiinan  had  imbibed  from  her 
example  and  inilrudtions,  was  foon  erafed  by  the  leifons  of  a  more 
orthodox  education.  His  growing  zeal  for  the  faith  of  Nice,  and 
his  filial  reverence  for  the  chara(3;er,   and  authority,   of  Ambrofe, 

"'   TsTo  TT.p.  re;  £ν:ρ7ίτ«ς  »c.il„»,-  :1ξ^>  ..«>,  happinefs  of  expreffion,^  Valentinian um 

',         .,       r   ^    r-  1•    Λ1Γ  mifericordiffima  venrratione  reftituic. 

)S   tlie  niggard    praife    of    Zolimus    himfelf         ,^ι    c  i      •■  n•       ν 

""         '^  ""•   Sozomen,  1.  vii.  c.  14.     His  chrono- 

χΐ.  Iv.  p.  267.).     Auguilin   fnys,  v.ith   fome  logy  is  very  irregular. 

2  difpofed 


Valentinian 
A.  D.  39 
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ilifpofcd  the  Catholics  to  entertain  the  moft  favourable  ophilon  of 
the  virtues  of  the  young  emperor  of  the  Weft  '°\  They  applauded 
his  chaftity  and  temperance,  his  contempt  of  pleafure,  his  applica- 
tion to  bufmeis,  and  his  tender  aiFedion  for  his  two  fifters ;  which 
could  not,  however,  feduce  his  impartial  equity  to  pronounce  an 
unjuft  fentence  againft  the  meaneft  of  his  fubje^ts.  But  this  amiable 
youth,  before  he  had  accomplifhed  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age, 
was  oppreiTed  by  domeftic  treafon  ;  and  the  empire  was  again  in- 
volved in  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war.  Arbogaftes  '"^  a  gallant  foldier 
of  the  nation  of  the  Franks,  held  the  fecond  rank  in  the  fervice  of 
Gratian.  On  the  death  of  his  mafter,  he  joined  the  ftandard  of 
Theodofms  ;  contributed,  by  his  valour  and  military  condudl,  to  the 
deftrudion  of  the  tyrant ;  and  was  appointed,  after  the  viftory, 
mafter-general  of  the  annies  of  Gaul.  His  real  merit,  and  apparent 
fidelity,  had  gained  the  confidence  both  of  the  prince  and  people  ; 
his  boundlefs  liberality  corrupted  the  allegiance  of  the  troops ;  and, 
whilft  he  was  univerfally  efteemed  as  the  pillar  of  the  ilate,  the  bold 
and  crafty  Barbarian  was  fecretly  determined,  either  to  rule,  or  to 
ruin,  the  empire  of  the  Weft.  The  important  commands  of  the 
army  were  diftributed  among  the  Franks ;  the  creatures  of  Arbo- 
gaftes were  promoted  to  all  the  honours  and  offices  of  the  civil  go- 
vernment ;  the  progrefs  of  the  confpiracy  removed  every  faithful 
fervant  from  the  prefence  of  Valentinian  ;  and  the  emperor,  Avithout 
power,  and  without  intelligence,  infenfibly  funk  into  the  precarious 
and  dependent  condition  of  a  captive  "\     The  indignation  which  he 

'"'    Ste  Ambrofe  (torn.  ii.  de  Obir.  Va-          '°'*    Zofimus    ().   iv.  p.   275.)  praifes  the 

lentinian.    c.  15,  &:c.   p.  1178;    c.  36,  Sic.  enemy  of  Theodofius.     But  he  is  detefted  by 

p.  11S4.).     When  the  young  emperor  gave  Socrates    (1.  v.   c.  25.)    and  Orofius   (I.  vii. 

an  entertainment,  he  failed  himfeif:  here-  0.3;.)• 

fufed  to  fee  an  handfome  aftrefs,  &c.     Since         '°5  Gregory  of  Tours  (1.  ii.  c.  9.  p.  165. 

he  ordered  his  wild  bealls  to  be  killed,  it  is  in   the  fecond  volume   of  the  Hiltorians  of 

nngenerous  in  Philoliorgius  (1.  \i.  c.  i.)   to  France)  has  preferved  a  curious  fragment  of 

reproach  him  with  the  love  of  that  amufe-  Sulpicius  Alexander,    an  hiftorian  far  more 

ment.  valuable  than  himfeif. 

Vot-  III.  1  expreiled^ 


:  Η  A  P. 

xxvir. 
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CHAP,    exprefled,  though  it  might  ai-ife  only  from  the  lafli  and  impatient 

« — -V '    temper  of  youth,  may  be  candidly  afcribed  to  the  generous  fpirit  of 

a  prince,  who  felt  that  he  was  not  unworthy  to  reign.  He  fecretly 
invited  the  archbiihop  of  Milan  to  undertake  the  office  of  a  media- 
tor ;  as  the  pledge  of  his  fmcerity,  and  the  guardian  of  his  fafety. 
He  contrived  to  apprife  the  emperor  of  the  Eaft  of  his  hclplefs  fitu- 
ation  ;  and  he  declared,  that,  unleis  Theodofius  could  fpeedily  march 
to  his  affiftance,  he  muft  attempt  to  efcape  from  the  palace,  or  rather 
prifon,  of  Vienna  in  Gaul,  where  he  had  imprudently  fixed  his  re- 
fidence  in  the  midft  of  the  hoftjle  fadlion.  But  the  hopes  of  relief 
were  diftant,  and  doubtful ;  and,  as  every  day  furniihed  fome  new 
provocation,  the  emperor,  without  ftrength  or  counfel,  too  haftily 
refolved  to  riik  an  immediate  conteft  with  his  powerful  general. 
He  received  Arbogaftes  on  the  throne  ;  and,  as  the  count  approached 
with  fome  appearance  of  refpedl:,  delivered  to  him  a  paper,  which 
difmilTed  him  from  all  his  employments.  "  My  authority,"  replied 
Arbogaftes  with  infvilting  coolnefs,  "  does  not  depend  on  the  fmile,. 
"  or  the  frown,  of  a  monarch ;"  and  he  contemptuoufly  threw  the 
paper  on  the  ground.  The  indignant  monarch  fnatched  at  the  fword 
of  one  of  the  guards,  which  he  ftruggled  to  draw  from  its  fcabbard ;. 
and  it  was  not  without  fome  degree  of  violence  that  he  was  pre- 
vented from  ufmg  the  deadly  weapon  againft  his  enemy,  or  againfil 
His  death,      himfelf.     A  few  days  after  this  extraordinary  quarrel,  in  which  he 

May"  15. '  had  expofed  his  refentment  and  his  weaknefs,  the  unfortunate  Va- 
lentinian  was  found  ftrangled  in  his  apartment ;  and  fome  pains 
were  employed  to  difguiie  the  manifeft  guilt  of  Arbogaftes,  and  to 
perfuade  the  world,  that  the  death  of  the  young  emperor  had  been 
the  voluntary  eifeil  of  his  own  defpair  "*.     His  body  was  conduced 

'°*  Godefroy  (DiiTertat.  ad  Philoftorg.  The  variations,  and  the  ignorance,  of  con- 
p.  429  -  434.)  hns  diligently  colleiled  all  the  temporary  writers,  prove  that  it  was  fe- 
circumllances  of  the  death  of  Valentinian  II.    cret. 

with 
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with  decent  pomp  to  the  fepulchre  of  Milan ;  and  the  archbiihop  ^  Η  Λ  P. 
pronounced  a  funeral  oration  to  commemorate  his  virtue,  and  his  »—  ■y—..-/ 
misfortunes  "'\  On  this  occafion,  the  humanity  of  Ambrofe  tempted 
hirn  to  make  a  fmgular  breach  in  his  theological  fyftem  ;  and  to  com- 
fort the  weeping  fiflers  of  Valentinian,-  by  the  firm  affuravcr•,  that 
their  pious  brother,  though  he  had  not  received  the  facrament  of  bap- 
tifm,  was  introduced,  without  difficulty,  into  the  manfions  of  eternal 
blifs  "'. 

The  prudence  of  Arbogaftes  had  prepared  the  fuccefs  of  his  ambi-   Ufurpation 

.  ,       .  ofEugenius, 

tious  defigns  :  and  the  provincials,  in  whofe  breafts  every  fentiment  A.  D.  392— 
of  patriotifm  or  loyalty  was  extingulfhed,  expefted,  with  tame  re- 
ijgnation,  the  unknown  mafter,  whom  the  choice  of  a  Frank  might 
place  on  the  Imperial  throne.  But  fome  remains  of  pride  and  pi'e- 
judice  ftill  oppofed  the  elevation  of  Arbogaftes  himielf;  and  the  ju- 
dicious Barbarian  thought  it  more  advifable  to  reign  under  the  name 
of  fome  dependent  Roman.  He  beftovved  the  purple  on  the  rheto- 
rician Eugenius  '"' ;  whom  he  had  already  raifed  from  the  place  of  his 
domeftic  fecretary,  to  the  rank  of  mafter  of  the  offices.  In  the 
-courfe  both  of  his  private  and  public  ferA^ce,  the  count  had ,  always 
approved  the  attachment  and  abilities  of  Eugenius  ;  his  learning  and 
•eloquence,  fupported  by  the  gravity  of  his  manners,  recommended 
him  to  the  efteem  of  the  people  ;  and  the  reludance,  with  which  he 
fcemed  to  afcend  the  throne,  may  infpire  a  favourable  prejudice  of 

"^'  DeObitii  Valentinian.  torn.  ii.  p.  1 1 -3         "'  Qjjem   fibi  Gennanus  famulum  dele- 
—  1 196.  He  is  forced  to  fpeak  a  difcreet  and  gerat  exu), 

«bfcure  language  :    yet   he   is  much    bolder  [,    jj-.e    contemptuous    expreiTion    of    Ciau- 

than  any  layman,  or  perhaps  any  other  eccle-  dian  (iv  Conf.  Hon.  74.).     Eugenius  pro- 

fiaftic,  would  have  dared  to  be.  r  n-  j    ou  •λ•     •  i        l•     r  1. 

,'„  00      '  feiied   Chriftiatnty :    but   his   fecret  attach- 

""'  See  c.    51.   p.  1 1 88.   c.   75.   p.  1193.  . ; '     _,.:  . 

Dom.  Chardon  (Hill,  des  Sacremens,  torn.  i.  «"^"^  '°  Paganifm  (Sozomen,   1.   vn.  c.   22. 

p.  86.),  who  owns  that   St.   Ambrofe  moft  Philoftorg.  1.  xi.  c.  2.)  isprobable  in  a  gram- 

ilrenuoufly  maintains  the  indifpetifalle  necef-  marian,  and'  would  fecure  the  friendihip  of 

fit)  of  baptifm,  labours  to  reconcile  the  con-  Zofimus  (1,  iv.  p.  276,  277.). 
ti'adiilion. 

I  2  his 
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CHAP.    ]^is  virtue  and  moderation.     The  ambafHidors   of  the   new  emperor 
XXVII. 

u,— -v—— ■  were  immediately  difpatched  to  the  court  of  Theodofius,  to  commu- 
nicate, with  affcitcd  grief,  the  unfortunate  accident  of  the  death  of 
Valentiniaa;  and,  without  mentioning  the  name  of  Arbogaftes,  to 
requeft,  that  the  monarcli  of  the  Eail  would  embrace,  as  his  lawful 
colleague,  the  refpedtable  citizen,  who  had  obtained  the  unanimous 
fuffrage  of  the  armies  and  provinces  of  the  Weft "°.  Theodofius 
was  juftly  provoked,  that  the  perfidy  of  a  Barbarian  fhould  have 
deftroyed,  in  a  moment,  the  labours,  and  the  fruit,  of  his  former 
vidiory ;  and  he  was  excited  by  the  tears  of  his  beloved  wife  "",  to 
revenge  the  fate  of  her  unhappy  brother,  and  once  more  to  affert  by. 
arms  the  violated  majefty  of  the  throne.  But  as  the  fecond  conqueft 
of  the  AVeft  was  a  taflc  of  difficulty  and  danger,  he  difmifled,  with 
fplendid  prefeats,  and  an  ambiguous  anfwer,  the  ambafladors  of 
Eugenius  J  and  almoft  tAvo  years  were  confumed  in  the  preparations 

Theodofuis      of  the  civil  war.     Before  he  formed  any  decifive  refolution,  the  pious 

pr^epare.  or  ^j^pg^.^j.  ^^^g  anxious  to  difcover  the  will  of  heaven  ;  and  as  the 
progrefs  of  ChriPdanity  liad  filenced  the  oracles  of  Delphi  and  Do- 
dona,  he  confulted  an  Eyptian  monk,  who  poflefled,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  age,  the  gift  of  miracles,  and  the  knowledge  of  futurity. 
Eutropius^  one  of  the  favourite  eunuchs  of  the  palace  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  embarked  for  Alexandria,  from  whence  he  failed  up  the 
Nile  as  far  as  the  city  of  Lycopolin,  or  of  Wolves,  in  the  remote 
province  of  Thebais  "".      In  the  neighbourhood  of  that  city,  and  on 

"°  Zofimus    (1.  Iv.  p.278.)  mentrons  this  "^  Lycopolis  is  the  modern  Siut^  or  Ofiot^ 

cnibally  ;  but  he  is  diverted  by  another  ftory  a  town  of  Said,  about  tlie  Ijze  of  St.  Denys„ 

from  relating  the  event.  wliich  drives  a  profitable  trade  with  the  king- 

'"  ϋν^Γ',ζχξιν  r.yyra  yay.'-ry,  Γ.':λ'>.χ  Tx  !3ctci-  dom  of  Sciina.ar;  and  has  a  very  coavenier  t 

><ia  TO»  xh'/.<?ot  ϋ7.'}Ουςομ.ίνΎ.     Zofim;   I.  iv.  p.  fountain,  "   cujus  potiifigna  viiginitatis  eri- 

277.     He   afterwards    fays   (p.    280.),   that  "  piuntur."     Sec  d'Anville,  Defcription  d« 

Galla  died  in  childbed  ;  and  intimates,  that  I'Egypte,  p.  181.     Abiilfedii,  Defcript.  A- 

ijieafiliuion  of  her  hufti.-ind  V.  as  extreme,  but  gyp•  p-    14-    and  the  curious   Annotations^ 

(l)ort.  p.  nj.cjz.  of  his  editor  Michaelii. 

the 
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tlie  fummit  of  a  lofty  mountain,  the  holy  John  "^  had  confcrudted,    ^,•^.^^• 

with  his  own  hands,  an  humble  cell,  in  which  he  had  dwelt  above    i. ,. — ~/ 

fifty  years,  without  opening  his  door,  without  feeing  the  face  of  a 

woman,  and  without  tailing  any  food  that  had  been  prepared  by  fire, 

or  any  human  art.     Five  days  of  the  week  he  fpent  in  prayer  and 

meditatibn ;  but  on  Saturdays   and   Sundays   he  regularly  opened  a 

fmall  window,  and  gave  audience  to  the  crowd  of  fuppliants^  who 

fucceilively  flowed  from   every  part  of  the  Chriftian  world.     I'he 

eunuch  of  Theodofius  approached  the  window  with  refpedful  ilcps^ 

propofed  his  queftions  concerning  the  event  of  the  civil  war,  and  foon 

returned   with   a   favourable  oracle,  which  animated  the  courage  of 

the  emperor  by  the  aifurance  of  a  bloody,  but  infallible,  vidlory  "*. 

The   accompliiliment  of  the   predidion   was  forwarded   by   all  the 

means  that  human  prudence  could  fupply.     The  induftr)'  of  the  two 

mafter-generals,  Stilicho  and  Timafius,  was  directed  to  recruit  the 

numbers,  and  to  revive  the  difcipline,  of  the  Roman  legions.     The 

formidable  troops  of  Barbarians  marched  under  the  cnfigns   of  their 

national  chieftains.     The   Iberian,    the  Arab,    and   the   Goth,  v/ho 

gazed  on  each  other  with  mutual  aftoniihment,  were  inlifted  in  the 

fervice  of  the  fame  prince  ;  and  the  renowned  Alaric  acquired,  in  the 

fchool  of  Theodofius,  the  knowledge   of  the   art  of  war,  which  he 

afterwards  fo  fatally  exerted  for  the  deftrudlion  of  Rome  '". 

The   Emperor  of  the  Weft,  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  his  ge-   His  viaory 

neral  Arbogaftes,  was  inftrudled  by  the  mifcondudl  and  misfortune  of  nl",  ^^^' 

A.  D.  394, 

"^  The  life  of  John  of  Lycopolis  is   de-     the  Egyptian  dreami,  and  the  oracles  of  the      ^F  ^™  ^^  '" 
fcribeJ    by    his   two  friends,  Ruiinus    (1.  ii.     Nile. 

c.  I.  p.  449.)    and   Palladius  (Hill.  Laufiac.          "^    Zofimus,    1.    iv.    p.    2S0.       Socrates,    ' 
c.  43.  p.  738.),  in  Rofweyde's  great  CoUec-     1.  vii.   10.     Alaric  hiniftlf  (dc  Bell.  Getico, 
tion  of  the  Vitx  Patriim.    Tillemont  (Mem.     5-4.)   dsvcHs  with  more  complacency  on  his 
Ecclef.  torn.  x.  p.  718.  720.)  has  fettled  the     early  exploits  againil  the  Romans, 
chronology.  Tot  Auguftus  Hebro  qui  tefte.fugavi. 

"■*  Sozomen,  1.  vii.  c.  22.     Claudian  (in     Yet  his  vanity  could   fcarcely  have  proved 
Sutrop.  1.  i.   312.)  mentions   the   eunuch's     this /i/«;-a///j  of  flying  emperors, 
journey  :  but  he  moll  contemptuoufly  derides 

JMaximus,, 
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C  H  Λ  P.  Maximus,  how  dangerous  It  might  prove  to  extend  the  line  of  de- 
\_  -.-  _f  fence  againft  a  ikilful  antagonift,  who  was  free  to  prefs,  or  to 
fiifpend,  to  contrad,  or  to  multiply,  his  various  methods  of  at- 
.  tack  "*.  Arbogaftes  fixed  his  ftation  on  the  confines  of  Italy : 
the  troops  of  Theodofius  were  permitted  to  occupy,  without  re- 
fiftance,  the  provinces  of  Pannonia,  as  far  as  the  foot  of  the  Julian 
Alps ;  and  even  the  pafles  of  the  mountains  were  negligently,  or 
perhaps  artfully,  abandoned,  to  the  bold  invader.  He  defcended 
from  the  hills,  and  beheld,  with  fome  ailonifnment,  the  formidable 
camp  of  the  Gauls  and  Germans,  that  covered  with  arms  and  tents 
the  open  country,  which  extends  to  the  walls  of  Aquileia,  and  the 
banks  of  the  Frigidus  "',  or  Cold  River  "^  This  narrow  theatre  of 
the  Avar,  circumfcribed  by  the  Alps  and  the  Hadriatic,  did  not  allow 
much  room  for  the  operations  of  military  ikill ;  the  fpirit  of  Arbo-i• 
gailes  would  have  difdained  a  pardon  ;  his  guilt  extinguiihed  tho 
hope  of  a  negociation :  and  Theodofius  was  impatient  to  fatisfy  his 
glory  and  revenge,  by  the  chaftifement  of  the  affaifins  of  Valenti-ϊ 
nian.  Without  weighing  the  natural  and  artificial  obftacles  that  op- 
pofed  his  efforts,  the  emperor  of  the  Eail  immediately  attacked  the 
fortifications  of  his  rivals,  afiigned  the  poll  of  honourable  danger  to 
the  Goths,  and  cherlflied  afecret  wifh,  that  the  bloody  confli£l  might 
dizniniih  the  pride  and  numbers  of  the  conquerors.  Ten  thouilmd 
of  thofe  auxiliaries,  and  Bacurius,  general  of  the  Iberians,  died  bravely 
en  the  field  of  battle.     But  the  victory  was  not  purchased  by  their 

"^  Claiidian  (in  iv  Conf.  Honor.  77,  ioc.)         '"  The  Frigidus,  afmall,  though  memo- 
contrails  the  military  plans  of  the  two  ufiup-  rable,  ftream  in  the  country  of  Goretz,  now 
crs.                                                         ,  called  the  Vipao,  falls  into  the  Sontius.  or 
....  Novltas  audere  priorem  Lifonzo,  above  Aquileia,  fome   miles  from 
Suadebat ;  cautumque  dabant  e.xempla  fe-  the  Hadri.'tic.     See  d'Anvillc's  Ancient  and 
queiiteiTi.  Modern   Maps,    and  the  Italia  Antiqua  of 
Hie    nova  moliri    prxceps  :    hie    qu.xrere  Cluveiius  (torn.  i.  p.  188.). 

tutus  '"  Claudian's  wit  is  intolerable  :  the  fnow 

Providus.    Hie  fu/is ;  collcflis  vJribus  ille.  was  dyed  red  ;   the  cold  river  fmcaked  ;  and 

Hie    vagus   exciUicns;    hie  intra  claullra  the  channel  mull   have   been   choaked  with 

reduilus  carcafirs,  if  the  current  had  not  been  fwcll^ 

Difiimilcs ;  fed  morte  pares. ....  with  blood. 

blood  ; 
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blood  :  the  Gauls  maintained  their  acfvantage  ;  and  tlie  approach  CHAP, 
of  night  proteiled  the  dilbrderly  flight,  or  retreat,  of  the  troops  <«,— v- — -* 
of  Thcodofius.  The  emperor  retired  to  the  adjacent  hills  ;  where 
he  pailed  a  difconfolate  night,  without  fleep,  without  provifions, 
and  without  hopes"';  except  that  ftrong  aiTurance,  which,  under 
the  moll  defperate  circumftances,  the  independent  mind  may 
derive  from  the  contempt  of  fortune  and  of  life.  The  triumph 
of  Eugenius  was  celebrated  by  the  infolent  and  diffblute  joy  of 
his  camp ;  whilft  the  adtive  and  vigilant  Arbogaftes  fecrctly  de- 
tached a  confiderable  body  of  troops  to  occupy  the  pafles  of  the 
mountains,  and  to  encompafs  the  rear  of  the  Eaftern  army.  The 
dawn  of  day  difcovered  to  the  eyes  of  Theodofius  the  extent  and 
the  extremity  of  his  danger:  but  his  apprehenfions  were  foon  dif- 
pelled,  by  a  friendly  meffage  from  the  leaders  of  thofe  troops,  who 
exprefled  their  inclination  to  defert  the  ftandard  of  the  tyrant.  The 
honourable  and  lucrative  rewards,  which  they  ftipulated  as  the  price 
of  their  perfidy,  were  granted  without  hefitation ;  and  as  ink  and 
paper  could  not  eafily  be  procured,  the  emperor  fubfcribed,  on  his 
own  tablets,  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  The  fpirit  of  his  foldiers 
was  revived  by  this  feafonable  reinforcement  :  and  they  again 
marched,  with  confidence,  to  furprife  the  camp  of  a  tyrant,  whofe 
principal  officers  appeared  to  diftruft,  either  the  juilice,  or  the  fuccefs, 
of  his  arms.  In  the  heat  of  the  battle,  a  violent  tempeft  '",  fuch  as 
is  often  felt  among  the  Alps,  fuddenly  arofe   from  the  Eaft.      The 

"'  Theodoret  affirms,  that  St.  John,  and  ^olusarmatas  hyemes ;  cui  militat  ^ther, 

St.   Philip,    appeared    to    the    waking,    or  Et  conjurati  veniunt  ad  claffica  venti. 

ileeping,  emperor,  on  horfeback,  &c.    This  Thefe  famous  lines  of  ClauJian  (in  iii  Conf. 

is  the  firftinrtance  of  apoftolic  chivalry,  which  Honor.  93,  &c.  A.  D.  396.)   are   alleged  by 

afterwards  became  fo  popular  in  Spain,  and  his  contemporaries,    Augullin   and  Orofius  f 

in  the  Crufades.  who  fupprefs  the  Pagan  deity  of  ^olus ;  and 

''"  Te  propter,  gelidis  Aquilo  de  monte  add  fonie  ci/cumftances  from  ;he  information 

procellis  of  eye-witnefles.     Within  four  months  after 

Obruit  adverfas  acies ;  revolutaque  tela  the  viftory,  it  was  compared  by  Ambrofe  to 

Vertit  in  audlores,  et  turbine  reppulit  haftas.  the  miraculous  viitories  of  Mofes  and  Joihua. 

Ο  nimium  dilede  Deo,  cui  fundit  ab  antris 

J  army 
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C  Η  A  P.  army  of  Theodonus  was  ilieltered  by  their  pofition  from  the  impe- 
v_— >r-— *  tuofity  of  the  whid,  which  blew  a  cloud  of  duft  in  the  faces  of  the 
enemy,  difordered  their  ranks,  wrefted  their  weapons  from  their 
hands,  and  diverted,  or  repelled,  their  ineiiedual  javelins.  This 
accidental  advantage  was  ikilfully  improved  ;  the  violence  of  the  ftorm 
was  magnified  by  the  fuperftitious  terrors  of  the  Gauls  ;  and  they 
yielded  without  iliame  to  the  invifible  powers  of  heaven,  who  feemed 
to  militate  on  the  fide  of  the  pious  emperor.  His  viitory  was  de- 
cifive ;  and  the  deaths  of  his  two  rivals  were  diftinguiflied  only  by 
the  difference  of  their  charafters.  The  rhetorician  Eugenius,  who 
had  almoft  acquired  the  dominion  of  the  world,  was  reduced  to 
implore  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror ;  and  the  unrelenting  foldiers 
feparated  his  head  from  his  body,  as  he  lay  proftrate  at  the  feet  of 
Theodolius.  Arbogaftes,  after  the  lofs  of  a  battle,  in  Avhich  he  had 
difcharged  the  duties  of  a  foldier  and  a  general,  wandered  feveral 
days  among  the  mountains.  But  \vhen  he  was  convinced,  that  his 
caufe  was  defperate,  and  his  efcape  impracticable,  the  intrepid  Bar- 
barian imitated  the  example  of  the  ancient  Romans,  and  turned  his 
fword  againft  his  own  breafi:.  The  fate  of  the  empire  was  deter- 
mined in  a  narrow  corner  of  Italy ;  and  the  legitimate  fucceflbr  of 
the  houfe  of  Valentinian  embraced  the  archbilhop  of  Milan,  and 
gracioufly  received  the  fubmiifion  of  the  piOvinces  of  the  Weft. 
Thofe  provinces  were  involved  in  the  guilt  of  rebellion  ;  while  the 
inflexible  courage  of  Ambrofe  alone  had  refifted  the  claims  of  fuccefs- 
ful  ufurpation.  AVith  a  manly  freedom,  Avhich  might  have  been 
fatal  to  any  other  fubjed,  the  archbiihop  rejedled  the  gifts  of  Euge- 
nius, declined  his  correfpondence,  and  withdrew  himfelf  from  Milan, 
to  avoid  the  odious  prefence  of  a  tyrant ;  whofe  downfal  he  predided 
in  difcreet  and  ambiguous  language.  The  merit  of  Ambrofe  was 
applauded  by  the  conqueror,  who  fecured  the  attachment  of  the 
people  by  his  alliance  with  the  church  :  and  the  clemency  of  Theo- 
I  dofms 
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dofius  is  afcribed  to  the   humane  intcrceiTioii  of  the   archbiihc 
Milan  ■". 

After  the  defeat  of  Eugenius,  the  merit,  as  well  as  the  authority,  Death  of 
of  Theodofius  was  cheerfully  acknowledged  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  A.  D.  395. 
the  Roman  world.  The  experience  of  his  paft  condudl  encouraged  J"""^''^''• 
the  moil  pleafmg  expedations  of  his  future  reign  ;  and  the  age  of  the 
empeiOr,  which  did  not  exceed  fifty  years,  feemed  to  extend  the 
profpeil  of  the  public  felicity.  His  death,  only  four  months  after  his 
viaiory,  was  confidered  by  the  people  as  an  unforefeen  and  fatal 
event,  which  deftroyed,  in  a  moment,  the  hopes  of  the  rifing  ge- 
neration. But  the  indulgence  of  eafe  and  luxury  had  fecretly  nourifh- 
ed  the  principles  of  difeafe'".  The  ftrength  of  Theodofius  was  unable 
to  fupport  the  fudden  and  violent  tranfition  from  the  palace  to  the 
camp ;  and  the  increafing  fymptoms  of  a  dropfy  announced  the 
fpeedy  diflolution  of  the  emperor.  The  opinion,  and  perhaps  the 
intereft,  of  the  public  had  confirmed  the  divifion  of  the  Eaftern  and 
Weftern  empires ;  and  the  two  royal  youths,  Arcadius  and  Hono- 
rius,  who  had  already  obtained,  from  the  tendernefs  of  their  father, 
the  title  of  Auguftus,  were  deftined  to  fill  the  thrones  of  Conftantinople 
and  of  Rome.  Thofe  princes  were  not  permitted  to  fliare  the  danger 
and  glory  of  the  civil  war  "^ ;  but  as  foon  as  Theodofius  had  triumphed 
over  his  unworthy  rivals,  he  called  his  younger  fon,  Honorius,  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  the  vidlory,  and  to  receive  the  fceptre  of  the  Weft 

"-'  The  events  of  this  civil  war  are  gather-  by  Philoftorgius  (1    xl.  c.  2.)  as  the  efFeft  of 

edfrom  Ambrofe(toni.ii.epill.lxii.p.io22.),  iloth  and  intemperance  :    for  which  Photius 

Paulinas  (in  Vit.  Ambrof.  c.  26— 34.),  Au-  calls  him  an  impudent  liar  (Godefroy.Diflert. 

guftin  (de  Civitat.  Dei,  v.   26.).   Orofius  (I.  p.  438.). 

vii.  c.  35•).  Sozomen  (1.  vii.  c.  24.),  Theo-         "-^  Zofimus  fuppofes,  that  the  boy  Hono- 

doret  (1.  v.  c.  24.).   Zcfimus  (1.  iv.  p,  281,  rius  accompanied  his  father  (1.  iv.  p.  280.). 

282.).  Claudian  (in  iii  Conf.  Hon.  63  — 105.  Yet  the,  quanto  fiagrabant  peftora  vote,  isall 

in   iv  Conf.  Hon.  70 — 117.),  and  the  Chto-  that  flattery  would  allow  to  a  contemporary 

nicies  publiflied  by  Scaliger.  poet ;  who  clearly  defcribes    the    emperor's 

'"  Thisdifeafe,  afcribed  by  Socrates  (1.  v.  refufal,  and  the  journey  of  Honorius,  a/iet• 

c.  26.)  to  the  fatigues  of  war,  is  reprefented  the  viftory  (Claiidian  in  iii  Conf.  78—125.). 

Vol.  III.  Κ  from 
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CHAP,    from  the  hands   of  his  dyina;  father.     The   arrh^il  of  Honorius  at 

^ — , '    Milan  was  welcomed  by  a  fplendid  exhibition  of  the  games  of  the 

Circus ;  and  the  emperor,  though  he  was  oppreifed  by  the  weight  of 
his  diforder,  contributed  by  his  prefence  to  the  public  joy.  But  the 
remains  of  his  ftrength  w^ere  exhaurted  by  the  painful  eftbrt,  which  he 
made,  to  affift  at  the  fpeilaclcs  of  the  morning.  Honorius  fupplied, 
during  the  reft  of  the  day,  the  place  of  his  fl\ther  ;  and  the  great 
Theodofius  expired  in  the  enfuing  night.  Notwithftanding  the  recent 
animofities  of  a  civil  war,  his  death  was  uni\'erfally  lamented.  The 
Barbarians,  whom  he  had  vanquiihed,  and  the  churchmen,  by  whom 
he  had  been,  fubdued,  celebrated,  with  loud  and  fmcere  applaufe^ 
the  qualities  of  the  deceafed  emperor,  which  appeared  the  moll  va- 
luable in  their  eyes.  The  Romans  were  terrified  by  the  impending 
dangers  of  a  feeble  and  divided  adminiftration  ;  and  every  difgrace- 
ful  moment  of  the  unfortunate  reigns  of  Arcadius  and  Honorius  re- 
vived the  memory  of  their  irreparable  lofs. 
Corruption  In  the  faithful  pifture  of  the  virtues  of  Theodofius,  his   imper- 

feftiens  have  not  been  diiTembled  ;  the  adl  of  cruelty,  and  the  habits 
of  indolence,  which  tarnilhed  the  glory  of  one  of  the  greateft  of 
the  Roman  princes.  An  hiftorian,  perpetually  adverfe  to  the  fame 
of  Theodofius,  has  exaggerated  his  vices,  and  their  pernicious  efFedls ; 
he  boldly  aiTerts,  that  every  rank  of  fubjeds  imitated  the  effeminate 
manners  of  their  fovereign  ;  that  every  fpecies  of  corruption  pol- 
luted the  courfe  of  public  and  private  life  ;  and  that  the  feeble  reftraints 
of  order  and  decency  were  infufficient  to  refift  the  progrefs  of  that 
degenerate  fpirit,  which  facrifices,  without  a  blufh,  the  confideration 
of  duty  and  intereft  to  the  bafe  indulgence  of  floth  and  appetite  '^*. 
The  complaints  of  contemporary  writers,  who  deplore  the  increafe  of 
luxury,  and  depravation  of  manners,  are  commonly  expreffive  of 
their  peculiar  temper  and  fituation.     There  are  few  obfervers,  who 

"*  Zofimus,  1.  iv.  p.  244. 

poffefe 
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pOiTefs  a  clear  and  comprehenfive  view  of  the  revolutions  of  foclety  ;     "^γ^νΛΗΓ^' 

and   λυΗο  are   capable  of  difcovering  the  nice  and  fecret  fprings  of    v— ν ' 

aftion,  which  impel,  in  the  fame  uniform  direftion,  the  blind  and 
capricious  pafllons  of  a  multitude  of  individuals.  If  it  can  be  affirm- 
ed, with  any  degree  of  truth,  that  the  luxury  of  the  Romans  was 
more  iliamelefs  and  diiTolute  in  the  reign  of  Theodofms  than  in  the 
age  of  Conftantine,  perhaps,  or  of  Auguftus,  the  alteration  cannot 
be  afcribed  to  any  beneficial  improvements,  which  had  gradually 
increafed  the  ftock  of  national  riches.  A  long  period  of  calamity  or 
decay  muft  have  checked  the  induftry,  and  diminiilied  the  wealth, 
of  the  people  ;  and  their  profufe  luxuiy  muft  have  been  the  refult 
of  that  indolent  defpair,  which  enjoys  the  prefent  hour,  and  declines 
the  thoughts  of  futurity.  The  uncertain  condition  of  their  property 
difcouraged  the  fubjedts  of  Theodofius  from  engaging  in  thofe  ufeful 
and  laborious  undertakings,  which  require  an  immediate  expence, 
and  promife  a  flow  and  diftant  advantage.  The  frequent  examples 
of  ruin  and  defolation  tempted  them  not  to  fpare  the  remains  of  a 
patrimony,  which  might,  every  hour,  become  the  prey  of  the  rapa- 
cious Goth.  And  the  mad  prodigality  which  prevails  in  the  con- 
fufion  of  a  fiiipwreck,  or  a  fiege,  may  ferve  to  explain  the  progrcfs 
of  luxury  amidft  the  misfortunes  and  terrors  of  a  finking  nation. 

The  eiFcminate  luxuiy,  which  infeited  the  manners  of  courts  and  l^f^e  infantry 
•cities,  had  inftilled  a  fecret  and  deftrudlive  poifon  into  the  camps  of  armour! 
the  legions :  and  their  degeneracy  has  been  marked  by  the  pen  of  a 
military  writer,  who  had  accurately  ftudied  the  genuine  and  ancient 
principles  of  Roman  difcipline.  It  is  the  juft  and  important  obfer- 
vation  of  Vegetius,  that  the  infantry  \vas  invariably  covered  with 
defcnfive  armour,  from  the  foundation  of  the  city,  to  the  reign  of 
the  emperor  Gratian.  The  relaxation  of  difcipline,  and  the  difufe 
of  exercife,  rendered  the  foldiers  lefs  able,  and  lefs  willing,  to  fupport 
the  fatigues  of  the  feryice  ;  they  complained  of  the  weight  of  the 
Κ  2  armour. 
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^y  γιαι^'  ^'^'^'^^^'i  '^vhich  they  feldom  wore  ;  and  they  fucceffively  obtained  the 
U  — w-  — ^  permiiTion  of  laying  afide  both  their  cuirafles  and  their  hehnets. 
The  heavy  weapons  of  their  anceilors,  the  ihort  fword,  and  the 
formidable  p'llum^  which  had  fubdued  the  world,  infenfibly  dropped 
from  their  feeble  hands.  As  the  ufe  of  the  ihield  is  incompatible 
with  that  of  the  bow,  they  reludtantly  marched  into  the  field;  con- 
demned to  fuffer,  either  the  pain  of  wounds,  or  the  ignominy  of 
flight,  and  always  difpofed  to  prefer  the  more  ihameful  alternative. 
The  cavalry  of  the  Goths,  the  Huns,  and  the  Alani,  had  felt  the 
benefits,  and  adopted  the  ufe,  of  defenfive  armour ;  and,  as  they 
excelled  in  the  management  of  miifile  weapons,  they  eafily  over- 
whelmed the  naked  and  trembling  legions,  whofe  heads  and  breafts 
were  expofed,  without  defence,  to  the  arrows  of  the  Barbarians. 
The  lofs  of  armies,  the  deftrudion  of  cities,  and  the  diihcnour  of 
the  Roman  name,  inefFeilually  folicited  the  fucceiTors  of  Gratian  ta 
reilore  the  helmets  and  cuiraifes  of  the  infantry.  The  enervated 
foldiers  abandoned  their  own,  and  the  public,  defence  ;  and  their  pu- 
fillanimous  indolence  may  be  confidered  as  the  immediate  caufe  of 
the  downfal  of  the  empire  "\ 

«»5  Vcgetius,  de  Re  Militari,  1.  i.  c.   lo.     he  dedicates  his  book,  is  the  laft  and  moft  inr- 
The  feries  of  calamities,  which  he  marks,     glorious  of  the  Valentinians. 
«ompel  us  to  believe,  that  the  Utro,  to  whom 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXVin. 

Final  DefiruBwi  of  Faganififi. — IntroduSiion  of  the  TFor- 
fjip  of  Saints  J  and  Relics^  among  the  Chriflians, 

Τ  Η  Ε  ruin  of  Paganilm,  in   the   age  of  Theodofius,  is  perhaps    CHAP, 
the  only  example  of  the   total  extirpation  of  any  ancient  and      ^XVIII. 
popular  fuperilition  ;  and  may  therefore  deferve  to  be  confidered,  as  T''^  deftruc- 
a  fmgular  event  in  the  hiftory  of  the  human  mind.     The  Chriftians,  Pagan  reli- 
more  efpecially  the   clergy,  had  impatiently  fupported  the  prudent  Α°ΐ).  378— 
delays  of  Conftantine,  and  the  equal  toleration  of  the  elder  Valenti-  ^^^' 
nlan  ;  nor  could    they   deem    their   conqueft  perfed  or   fecure,  as 
long   as  their   adverfarles  were   permitted  to  exift.     The  influence, 
which  Ambrofe  and  his  brethren  had  acquired  over  the  youth  of 
Gratian,  and  the  piety  of  Theodofius,  was  employed   to  infufe  the 
maxims  of  perfecution  into  the  breails  of  their  Imperial   profel)tes. 
Two  fpecious  principles   of  religious  jurifprudence  were  eftabliihedj 
from  whence  they  deduced  a  dire£t  and  rigorous  conclufion,  againft 
the  fubjects  of  the  empire,  who  ftill  adhered  to  the  ceremonies  of 
their  anceilors  :  that^  the  magiftrate  is,  in  fome  meafure,  guilty  of 
the  crimes  which  he  negleds  to  prohibit,  or  to  puniih ;  and,  that 
the  idolatrous  worihip  of  fabulous  deities,  and  real  dsemons,  is  the 
moil  abominable  crime  againft  the  fapreme  majefty  of  the  Creator. 
The  laws  of  Mofes,  and  the  examples  of  J  ewifh  hiftory',  were  haftily, 

perhaps 

'  St.  Ambrofe  (torn.  ii.  de  Obit.  Theodof.     the  zeal  of  Jofiah  in  the  deilruftion  of  idola- 
p.  1208.)  expxefsly  praifes  and  recommends    try.     The  language  of  Julius   Firmicus  Ma- 
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perhaps  erroneouily,  applied,  by  the  clergy,  to  the  mild  and  uiii- 
vcrfal  reign  of  Chriftianity  \  The  zeal  of  the  emperors  was  ex- 
cited to  vindicate  their  ολνη  honour,  and  that  of  the  Deity  :  and  the 
temples  of  the  Roman  world  were  i'ubvcrted,  about  fixty  )'ears  after 
the  converfion  of  Conftantine. 

From  the  age  of  Numa,  to  the  reign  of  Gratian,  the  Romans 
preferved  the  regular  fiicceffion  of  the  feveral  colleges  of  the  facer- 
dotal  order'.  Fifteen  Pontiffs  exercifed  their  fupremejurifdidion 
over  all  thlnga,  and  pcrfons,  that  were  confecrated  to  the  fervice  of 
the  gods  ;  and  the  various  queftions  which  pei"petually  arofe  in  a 
loofe  and  traditionary  fyilem,  were  fubmitted  to  the  judgment  of 
their  holy  tribunal.  Fifteen  grave  and  learned  Augurs  obferved 
the  face  of  the  heavens,  and  prefcribed  the  adtions  of  heroes,  accord- 
ing to  the  flight  of  birds.  Fifteen  keepers  of  the  Sybilline  books  (their 
name  of  QuiNDECEMViRS  was  derived  from  their  number)  occa- 
fionally  confulted  the  hiftory  of  future,  and,  as  it  ihould  feem,  of 
contingent,  events.  Six  Vestals  devoted  their  virginity  to  the 
guard  of  the  facred  fire,  and  of  the  unknown  pledges  of  the  duration 
of  Rome ;  which  no  mortal  had  been  fuifered  to  behold  with  im- 
punity *.  Seven  Epulos  prepared  the  table  of  the  gods,  conduded 
the  folemn  proceflion,  and  regulated  the  ceremonies  of  the   anmial 


ternus  on  the  fame  fubjcft  {ac  Eirore  Profan. 
Relig.  p.  467,  edit.  Gronov.)  is  pioufly  in- 
human. Ncc  filio  jubet  (the  Mofaic  Law) 
parci,  nee  fratri,  et  per  amatam  conjiigem 
gladium  vindicem  ducit,  ice. 

*  Bayle  (toon.  ii.  p.  406,  in  his  Ccmmen- 
taire  Philofophique)  juilifies,  and  limits,  thcfe 
intolerant  laws  by  the  temporal  reign  cf  Je- 
hfivah  over  the  jews.  The  attempt  is  laud- 
able. 

'  See  the  outlines  of  the  PvOman  hierarchy 
in  Cicero  (de  Legibus,  ii.  7,  8.),  Livy  (i.  20.), 
Dionyfius  Halicarnafienfis  (1.  ii.  p.  1 19 — 129. 
cdii,Hudfon),BcaufortiRfpubIi^ucRomaine, 


torn.  i.  p.  1  —  90.),  and  Moyle  (vol.  i.  p.  10  — 
55.).  Thelaft  is  the  work  of  nn  Engliih 
Whig,  as  well  as  of  a  Roman  antiquary. 

*  Thefe  myilic,  and  perhaps  imaginary, 
fymbols  have  given  birth  to  various  fables 
and  conjeilures.  It  feems  probable,  that  the 
Palladium  was  a  fmall  llatue  (three  cubits  and 
a  half  high)  of  Minerva,  with  a  lance  and 
diftafF;  that  it  vjas  ufually  inclofed  in  a/erin, 
or  barrel  ;  and  that  a  fimilar  barrel  was  placed 
by  its  fide,  to  difconccrt  curioijty,  or  facri- 
lege.  See  Mezeriac  (Comment,  fur  les  Epi- 
tres  d'Ovide,  torn.  i.  p.  60 — £6.),  and  Lip- 
fjus  (torn.  iii.  p.  610.  de  Vella,  Sec.  c.  10.}. 

feftivaL 
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feilival.  The  three  Flamens  of  Tupiter,  of  Mars,  and  of  Qui-  C  Η  A  p. 
nnus,  were  conhdered  as  the  peculiar  minifters  of  the  three  nioft  \__.  -,-  y 
powerful  deities,  who  watched  over  the  fate  of  Rome  and  of  the 
univerfe.  The  King  of  the  Sacrifices  rcprcfentcd  the  perfon  of 
Numa,  and  of  his  fucceifors,  in  the  religious  fundions,  which 
could  be  performed  only  by  royal  hands.  The  confraternities  of 
the  Salians,  the  Lupercals,  &c.  pradifed  fuch  rites,  as  might 
extort  a  fmile  of  contempt  from  every  reafonable  man,  with  a  lively 
confidence  of  recommending  themfelves  to  the  favour  of  the  immortal 
gods.  The  autiiority,  which  the  Roman  prieils  had  formerly  ob- 
tained in  the  counfels  of  the  republic,  was  gradually  aboliihed  by 
the  eftablifliment  of  monarchy,  and  the  removal  of  the  feat  of 
empire.  But  the  dignity  of  their  facred  charadler  was  ftill  proteded 
by  the  laws  and  manners  of  their  country  ;  and  they  ftill  continued, 
more  efpecially  the  college  of  pontiffs,  to  exercife  in  the  capital,  and 
fometimes  in  the  provinces,  the  rights  of  their  ecclefiaftical  and  civil 
jurifdidion.  Their  robes  of  purple,  chariots  of  ftate,  and  fumptuous 
entertainments,  attracted  the  admiration  of  the  people  ;  and  they  re- 
ceived, from  the  confecrated  lands,  and  the  public  revenue,  an  ample 
ftipend,  which  liberally  fupported  the  fplendour  of  the  priefthood, 
and  all  the  expences  of  the  religious  woriliip  of  the  ftate.  As  the 
fervice  of  the  altar  was  not  incompatible  with  the  command  of  armies, 
the  Romans,  after  their  confulihlps  and  triumphs,  afpired  to  the 
place  of  pontiff,  or  of  augur ;  the  feats  of  Cicero  ^  and  Pompey  were 
filled,  in  the  fourth  century,  by  the  moft  illuftrious  members  of  the 
fenate  ;  and  the  dignity  of  their  birth  refleded  additional  fplendour 
on  their  facerdotal  character.     The  fifteen  priefts,  who  compofed  the 

5  Cicero,  frankly  (ad  Atticum,  l.ii.epift.  in  the  footfteps  of  Cicero    (I.  iv.  epift.  8.),_ 

5.),  or  indireftly  (ad  Familiar.  I.  xv.  epift.  4..),  and  the  chain  of  tradition  might  be  continued 

confeiTesj  that  the  Augurate  is  the  fupreme  from  hiftory,  and  marbics. 
objeilof  his  wiihes.    Pliny  is  proud  to  tread 

I  college 
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college  of  pontiffs,  enjoyed  a  more  diftingulftied  rank  as  the  conpa- 
nions  of  their  fovereign ;  and  the  Chriftian  emperors  condefccnded  to 
accept  the  robe  and  enfigns,  which  were  appropriated  to  the  office  of 
fupreme  pontiff.  But  when  Gratian  afcended  the  throne,  more  fcru- 
pulous,  or  more  enlightened,  he  fternly  rejefled  tliofe  prophane 
fymbols  " ;  applied  to  the  fervice  of  the  date,  or  of  the  church,  the 
revenues  of  the  priefts  and  veftals  ;  aboliihed  their  honours  and  im- 
munities ;  and  diffolved  the  ancient  fabric  of  Roman  fuperftition, 
"w^hich  was  fupported  by  the  opinions,  and  habits,  of  eleven  hundred 
years.  Paganifm  was  ftill  the  conftitutional  religion  of  the  fenatc. 
The  hall,  or  temple,  in  which  they  affembled,  was  adorned  by  the 
ftatue  and  altar  of  vidlory ' ;  a  majeftic  female  ftanding  on  a  globe, 
with  flowing  garments,  expanded  wings,  and  a  crown  of  laurel  in 
her  out-ftretched  hand  '.  The  fenators  were  fworn  on  the  altar  of 
the  goddefs,  to  obferve  the  laws  of  the  emperor  and  of  the  empire  ;  and 
a  folemn  offering  of  wine  and  incenfe  was  the  ordinary  prelude  of  their 
public  deliberations '.  The  removal  of  this  ancient  monument  was, 
the  only  injury  which  Conftantius  had  offered  to  the  fuperftition  of 
the  Romans.  The  altar  of  Vidlory  was  again  reftored  by  Julian, 
tolerated  by  Valentinian,  and  once  more  baniihed  from  the  fenate 
by  the  zeal  of  Gratian  ".  But  the  emperor  yet  fpared  the  ftatues  of 
the  gods  which  were  expofed  to  the  public  veneration  :  four  hundred 
and  twenty-four  temples,  or  chapels,  ftill  remained  to  fatisfy  the  de- 
votion of  the  people  ;  and  in  every  quarter  of  Rome,  the  delicacy 

'  ZofiinuSjL  \v.  p.  249,  250.    I  have  fup-  very  awkward  portrait  of  Viilory  :  but  the 

preiTed  the  foolifh  pun  about   Pontifex   and  curious  reader  will  obtain  more  fatisfaftion 

Maximus.  from  Montfaucon's  Antiquities   (torn.    i.  p. 

'  This  ftatue  was  tranfported  from  Taren-  3  +  1  ). 
turn  to  Rome,  placed  in  the  Curia  Julia  by         ^  Sec  Suetonius  (in  Auguft.  c.  35.),  and 

Cicfar,  and  decorated  by  Auguilus  with  the  the  Exordium  of  Pliny's  Panegyric, 
fpoils  of  Egypt.  '°  Thcfe  fafls  are  mutually  allowed  by  the 

•  Pruiicntius  (1.  ii.  in  initio)  has  drawn  a  two  advocates,  Symmachus  and  Ambrofe. 

^  of 
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of  the  Chriftlaiis  was  offended  by  the  fumes  of  idolatrous  facr'i- 
fice  ". 

But  the  Chriillans  formed  the  leaft  numerous  party  in  the  fenate 
of  Rome  '"";  and  it  was  only  by  their  abfence,  that  they  could  exprefs 
tlieir  diffent  from  the  legal,  though  profane,  ads  of  a  Pagan  majo- 
rity. In  that  affembly,  the  dying  embers  of  freedom  were,  for  a 
moment,  revived  and  inflamed  by  the  breath  of  fanaticifm.  Four 
refpedable  deputations  were  fucceffively  voted  to  the  Imperial 
court '^  to  reprefent  the  grievances  of  the  prieilhood  and  the  fenate; 
and  to  folicit  the  reiteration  of  the  altar  of  Vidory.  The  conduit  of 
this  important  bufmefs  was  entruited  to  the  eloquent  Sjmmachus  '\ 
a  wealthy  and  noble  fenator,  Avho  united  the  facred  characters  of  pon- 
tiff and  augur,  with  the  civil  dignities  of  proconful  of  Africa,  and 
prsefedt  of  the  city.  The  breaft  of  Symmachus  was  animated  by  the 
warmeft  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  expiring  Paganifm  ;  and  his  religious 
antagoniits  lamented  the  abufe  of  his  genius,  and  the  ineiEcacy  of 
his  moral  virtues  '\  The  orator,  whofe  petition  is  extant  to  the 
emperor  Valentinian,  was  confcious  of  the  difficulty  and  danger  of 
the  office  which  he  had  affumed.  He  cautioufly  avoids  every  topic 
which  might  appear  to  refledt  on  the  religion  of  his  fovereign ;  hum- 

"  The  Notiiia  Vrbis,    more  recent  than  fourth  (A.  D.  392.)  to  Valentinian.    Lardner 

Conftantine,  -  does    not   find   one   Chriftian  (Heathen    Teftimonies,    vol.  iv.    p.   372 — 

church  worthy  to  be  named  among  the  edi-  399.)    fairly  reprefents  the  whole   tranfac- 

fices  of  thecity.  Ambrofe  (torn.  ii.  epift.  xvii.  tion. 

p.    825.)    deplores    the    public    fcandals  of  '*  Symmachus,  who  was  invefted  with  all 

Rome,  which  continually  oflended  the  eyes,  the  civil  and  facerdotal  honours,  Tcprefented 

the  ears,  and  the  noftrils  of  the  faithful.  the  emperor  under  the  twocharaflers  of  Poii- 

'"■  Ambrofe  repeatedly  affirms,  in  contra-  e(fc:<  Maxirrus^    and   frincefs   Senatus.     See 

diilion  to  common  fenfe    (Moyle's  Works,  the   proud  infcription   at  the    head   of  his 

vol.  ii.  p.   147.),  that  the  Chriftians  had  a  wofks. 

majority  in  the  fenate.  "S  As   if  any   one,    fays  Prudentius    (in 

•^  The  firjl    (A.  D.   382.)    to   Gratian,  Symmach.  i.  639.),  Ihould  dig  in  the  mud 

who  refufed  them  audience.     Ύ)\ζ  fecond  (A.  with  an  iuftrunient  of  gold  and  ivory.     Even 

D.  384.)  to  Valentinian,  when  the  field  was  faints,  and  polemic  faints,  treat  ^is  adver- 

difputed  by  Symmachus  and  Ambrofe.     The  fary  with  refpefl  and  civility. 
third  (A.  D.  38S.)  to  Theodofius ;  and  the 

Vol.  III.  L  brly 
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biy  declares,  that  prayers  and  entreaties  are  his  only  arms ;  and  art- 
fully draws  his  arguments  from  the  fchools  of  rhetoric,  rather  than, 
from  thofe  of  philofophy.  Symmachus  endeavours  to  feduce  the^ 
imagination  of  a  young  prince,  by  difplaying  the  attributes  of  th& 
goddefs  of  vidlory ;  he  infmuates,  that  the  confifcation  of  the  reve- 
nues, which  were  confecrated  to  the  fervice  of  the  gods,  was  a  mea- 
fure  unworthy  of  his  liberal  and  diTinterefted  charader  ;  and  he 
maintains,  that  the  Roman  facrifices  would  be  deprived  oFtheir  force 
and  energy,  if  they  were  no  longer  celebrated  at  the  expence,  as  well- 
as  in  the  name,  c'^  the  republic.  Even  fcepticifm  is  made  to  fupply 
■an  apology  for  fuperftition.  The  great  and  incomprehenfibkyd'irri/ 
of  the  univerfe  eludes  the  enquiry  of  man.  Where  reafon  cannot  in- 
ftrud,  cuftom  may  be  permitted  to  guide  ;  and  every  nation  feems 
to  eonfult  the  didates  of  prudence,  by  a  faithful  attachment  to  thofe 
rites,  and  opinions,  which  have  received  the  fandion  of  ages.  If 
thofe  ages  have  been  crowned  with  gloiy  and  profperity,  if  the  de- 
vout people  has  frequently  obtained  the  bleifmgs  which  they  have 
folicited  at  the  altars  of  the  gods,  it  muft  appear  ftill  more  advifable 
to  perfift  in  the  fame  falutary  pradice  ;  and  not  to  r'lik  the  unknown 
perils  that  may  attend  any  rafli  innovations.  The  teft  of  antiquity 
and  fuccefs  was  applied  with  fmgular  advantage  to  the  religion 
of  Numa;  and  Rome  herfelf,  the  csleilial  genius  that  prefided 
over  the  fates  of  the  city,  is  introduced  by  the  orator  to  plead 
her  ΟΛνη  caufe  before  the  tribunal  of  the  emperors.  "  Moft  excel- 
"  lent  princes,"  fays  the  venerable  matron,  "  fathers  of  your  coun- 
*'  try !  pity  and  refped  my  age,  which  has  hitherto  flowed  in  an 
"  uninterrupted  courfe  of  piety.  Since  I  do  not  repent,  permit  me 
"  to  continue  in  the  pradice  of  my  ancient  rites.  Since  I  am  born 
*'  free,  allow  me  to  enjoy  my  domeftic  inftitutions.  This  religion 
*'  has  reduced  the  world  under  my  laws.  Thefe  rites  have  repelled 
"  Hannibal  from  the  city,  and  the  Gauls  from  the  capitol.  Were 
*'  my  gray  hairs  referved  for  fuch  intolerable  difgrace  ?  I  am  Igno- 
3  "  rant 
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*■'  rant  of  the  new  fyftem,  that  I  am  required  to  adopt ;  but  I  am    ^  ^  f^  P• 

"  well  aflured,  that  the  corredion  of  old  age  is  always  an  ungrateful    < „ > 

*'  and  ignominious  office  '°."  The  fears  of  the  people  fupplied  what 
the  difcretion  of  the  orator  had  fuppreiTed  ;  and  the  calamities,  wdiich 
afflicted,  or  threatened,  the  declining  empire,  were  unanimoufly  im- 
puted, by  the  Pagans,  to  the  new  religion  of  Chrlfl:  and  of  Con- 
ilantine. 

But  the  hopes  of  Symmachus  were  repeatedly  baffled  by  the  firm  Converfioa 
and  dexterous  oppofition  of  the  archbifliop  of  Milan ;  who  fortified  a  d.  3S8, 
the    emperors   againft  the    fallacious  eloquence  c'^  the  advocate  of     '^' 
Rome.     In  this  controverfy,  Ambrofe  condefcends  to  fpeak  the  lan- 
guage of  a  philoiopher,  and  to  aflc,  with  fome  contempt,  why  it 
ihould  be  thought  neceffary  to  introduce  an  imaginary  and  im'iiiblc 
power,  as  the  caufe  of  thofe  vidlories,  Avhich  were  fufficiently  ex- 
plained by  the  valour  and  difcipline  of  the  legions.     He  juftly  de- 
rides the  abfurd  reverence  for  antiquity,  which  could  only  tend,  to 
difcourage  the  improvements  of  art,  and  to  replunge  the  human  race 
into  their   original   barbarifm.     From   thence  gradually  rifing  to  a 
more  lofty  and  theological  tone,   he  pronounces,  that  Chriftianity 
alone  is  the  dodrine  of  truth  and  falvation ;  and  that  every  mode  of 
Polytheifm  conduds  its  deluded  votaries,  through  the  paths  of  error, 
to  the  abyfs  of  eternal  perdition  '\     Arguments  like  thefe,  when 

'*  See  the  fifty-fourth  epiftle  of  the  tenth  is  a  ihcrt  caution  ;  the  latter  is  a  formal  reply 
book  of  Symmachus.  In  the  form  and  dii-  to  the  petition  or  Λίί/ of  Symmachus.  The 
pofition  of  his  ten  books  of  epiftles,  he  imi-  fame  ideas  are  more  copioufly  expreffed  in 
tateJ  the  younger  Pliny;  whoie  rich  and  the  poetry,  if  it  may  deft-rve  that  name,  of 
fforid  ftyle  he  was  fuppofed,  by  his  friends,  to  Prudcntius;  who  compofed  his  two  books 
equal  or  excel  (Macrob.  Saturnal.  1.  v.  c.  i.).  againft  Symmachus  (A.  D.  404.)  while  that 
But  the  luxuriancy  of  Symmachus  confifts  of  fenator  was  ftill  alive.  It  is  whimfical 
barren  leaves,  without  fruits,  and  even  with-  enough,  that  Montefquieu  (Confiderations, 
out  flowers.  Few  fads,  and  few  fentiments,  &c.  c.  xix.  torn.  iii.  p.  487  )  ihould  over- 
can  be  extradted  from  his  verbofe  correfpond-  look  the  two  profefled  antagonifts  of  Sym-  ' 
ence.  machus;  and  amufe  himfelf  with  defcanting 

"  See  Ambrofe  (torn.  ii.  epift.  xvii,  xviii.  on  the  more  remote  and  indireft  confutations 

p.  825 — 833.).    The  former  of  thefe  epiftles  ofOrofius,  St.  Auguftin,  and  Salvian. 

L  2  they 
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they  were  fiiggciled  by  a  favourite  bilhop,  had  power  to  prevent  thr 
reftoration  of  the  altar  of  Vi£tory  ;  but  the  fame  arguments  fell,  witFi 
much  more  energy  ami  eifeit,'  from  the  mouth  of  a  conqueror;  and 
the  gods  of  antiquity  were  dragged  in  triumph  at  the  chariot- wheels 
of  Theodofius  ".  In  a  full  meeting  of  the  fenatc,  the  emperor, 
propofed,  according  to  the  forms  of  the  republic,  the  important 
queftion,  Whether  the  worfhip  of  Jupiter,  or  that  of  Chiift,  iliould  1)3 
the  religion  of  the  Romans.  The  liberty  of  fuffrages,  which  he  af- 
feded  to  allow,  was  deftroyed  by  the  hopes  and  fears,  that  his  pre- 
fence  infpired  ;  and  the  arbitrary  exile  of  Symmachus  was  a  recent 
admonition,  that  it  might  be  dangerous  to  eppofe  the  wifhes  of  the 
monarch.  On  a  regular  diviiion  of  the  fenate,  Jupiter  was  condemned 
and  degraded  by  the  fenfe  of  a  very  large  majority ;  and  it  is  rather 
furprifing,  that  any  members  ihould  be  found  bold  enough  to  declare,, 
by  their  fpeeches  and  votes,  that  they  were  ftill  attached  to  the  in- 
tereil  of  an  abdicated,  deity  ".  The  hafty  converfion  of  the  fenate 
mufl  be  attributed  either  to  fupernatural  or  to  fordid  motives ;  and 
many  of  thefe  reludant  profelytes  betrayed,  on  every  favourable 
Gccafion,  their  fecret  difpofition  to  throw  afide  the  mafk  of  odiou:> 
diilimulation.  But  they  were  gradually  fixed  in  the  new  religion, 
as  the  caufe  of  the  ancient  became  more  hopelefs  ;  they  yielded  to 
ihc  authority  of  the  empei-or,  to  the  faihion  of  the  times,  and  to  the 


'"    See   Pjudentius    (in    Symmac'u.    1.    i.  Adfpice  qunm  pleno  fubfellia  noflra  Senatu 

545,  &c.).     The  Chriilian  agrees  with  the  Deceriiaiit  infame  Jovis  pulvinar,  et  omne 

Pagan  Zofimus   (1.   iv.  p.  283.),  in  placing  Idolium  longe  purgata  ab  urbe  fiigaiidnm. 

this  vifu  of  Theodofius  after  -the  /eccnd  civil-  Qua  vocat  egregii  fentcntia  Principis,  illuc 

war,  gemini  bis  viftor  cxae  Tyranni  (1.  i.  Libera,  cum  pedibus,  turn  corde,  frequcu- 

410.)•     But  the  time  and  clrcumftances  are  tia  traniit. 

better  fuited  to  his  firft  triumph,  v^r™,,.  -,r„  -u^-  .»  .1  r   •   .  r    l 

„     ,      .  ^  .   ^   ,        ,     r    r  /-ofimus  alcfibcs  to  tlie  confcnpt  fathers  an. 

'5  Prudentius,  after  provin?  that  the  (enle  u„  ,1  ^  -n  l•  1.  r         r   1 

,  ,     ,  .    ,     ,       ,  ,        ,       ,        .    .  heathenifli  courage,  which,  few  of  ι  hem  are, 

•f  tne  fenatc  is  declared  by  a  legal  majority,  j-^^^^^j  .^^    ^^^^^_ 

Jrocecd^  to  fay  (609,  &z^, 

entreaties- 
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Wftreatles  of  their  wives  and  children",  who  were  inftigatcd  and    C"  Η  A  p•. 

governed  by  the  clergy  of  Rome  and  the  monks  of  the  Eaft.     The    w. — v~--» 

edifying  example  of  the  Anician  family  was  foon  imitated  by  the  rePj 

of  the  nobility:  the  Baifi,  the  PauUini,  the  Gracchi,  embraced  the- 

Chriftian  religion  ;  and  "  the  luminaries  of  the  world,  the  venerable 

"  aiTembly  of  Catos  (fuch  are  the  high-flown  expreffions  of  Pru- 

"  dentins),  were  impatient  toftrip  themfelves  of  their  pontifical  gar- 

*'  ment ;  to  caft  the  ikin  of  the  old  ferpent ;  to   afilime  the  fnowy 

*'  robes  of  baptifmal  innocence  ;  and  to  humble  the  pride  of  the  con- 

"  fular  fafces  before  the  tombs  of  the  martyrs ""."     The  citizens,  who 

fubfifted  by  their  own  indirftry,  and  the  populace,  who  were  fup-^ 

ported  by  the  public  liberality,  filled  the  churches  of  the  Lateran, 

and  Vatican,    with  an  inceifant  throng  of  deΛΌut  profelytes.     The 

decrees  of  the  fenate,  which  profcribed  the  worihip  of  idols,  were• 

ratified  by  the  general  confent  of  the  Romans  " ;  the  fplendour  of 

the  capitol  was  defaced,  and  the  folitary  temples  were  abandoned  to 

ruin  and  contempt  ^\     Rome  fabmitted  to  the  yoke  of  the  Gofpel ; 

and  the  vanquiilied  provinces  had  not  yet  loft  their  reverence  for  the 

name  and  authority  of  Rome. 

The  filial  piety  of  the  emperors  themfelves  engaged  them  to  pro-  Deftruaior.v 
ceed,  with  fome  caation,  and  tenderriefs,  in  the  reformation  of  the  pies  in  the 

provinces,-  . 

A.  D.  381, 
"    Jerom    fpecifies    the  pontiff  Albinus,     The  fancy  of  Prudentius  is  warmc-J  and  ele-    &.-ς. 
who  was  furrounded  «ith  fuch  a  believing  fa-     vated  by  viftory. 
mily  of  children,    and    grand-children,    as         "  Prudentius,  after  he  has  defcribed  the 


converfion   of  the   fenate  and  people,    aiks. 


lid  have  been  fufRcient  to  convert  even 

lupiter  himfelf;  an  extraordinary  profelyte  !  •  i.  /-        .    ,1,      j        c  1 

-,  ^      .      ,  r                       .  with  fome  truth  and  confidence, 

(^tom.  1.  ad  Lstam,  p.  54.) 

-'    Exfultare  Patres    videas,   pulcherrima  Et  dubitamus  adhucRomam,  tibi,  Chrifte, 

mundi  dicatam 

Lumina  ;    conciliumque  fenum  geftire  Jn  len-es  transiife  tuas  ?. 

Catonum 

Candidiore  toga  niveum  pietatis  amlc-  "  J"°'"  ^^"''=  '"   ^^^  defoJadon  of  the 

turn  capitol,    and    the  other  temples    of  Rome 

Sumere;  et  exuvias  deponcre  pontili-  (wm,  i.  p.  54.  torn.  ii.  p.  95.). 


tuples 


eternal 
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CHAP,  eternal  city.  Tliofe  abfolute  monarclis  ailed  with  lefs  regard  to  the 
^_  ,-  _F  prejudices  of  the  provincials.  The  pious  labour  which  had  been 
fufpended  near  twenty  years  fmce  the  death  of  Conftantius  "^*,  was 
vigoroufly  refumed,  and  finally  accompliihed,  by  the  zeal  of  Theo- 
dofius.  Whilft  that  warlike  prince  yet  ftruggled  with  the  Goths, 
not  for  the  glory,  but  for  the  fafety,  of  the  republic ;  he  ventured 
to  oiFend  a  confiderable  party  of  his  fubjeds,  by  fome  a£ts  which 
might  perhaps  fecure  the  protedlion  of  Heaven,  but  which  mufl 
feem  raili  and  unfeafonable  in  the  eye  of  human  prudence.  The 
fuccefs  of  his  firil  experiments  againft  the  Pagans,  encouraged  thepiou^ 
emperor  to  reiterate  and  enforce  his  edidls  of  profcription  :  the  fame 
laws  which  had  been  originally  publiihed  in  the  provinces  of  the 
Eaft,  Avere  applied,  after  the  defeat  of  Maximus,  to  the  whole  extent 
of  the  Weftern  empire ;  and  every  viilory  of  the  orthodox  Theodo- 
fms  contributed  to  the  triumph  of  the  Chriilian  and  Catholic  faith  *'. 
He  attacked  fuperftition  in  her  moil  vital  part,  by  prohibiting  the 
ufe  of  facrifices,  which  he  declared  to  be  criminal,  as  well  as  infa- 
mous :  and  if  the  terms  of  his  edicts  more  ftridlly  condemned  the 
impious  curiofity  which  examined  the  entrails  of  the  Aadlims ", 
every  fubfequent  explanation  tended  to  involve,  in  the  fame 
guilt,  the  general  pradice  of  immlation,  which  eflentially  con- 
iiituted  the  religion  of  the  Pagans.  As  the  temples  had  been 
ereded  for  the  purpofe  of  facrifice,  it  was  the  duty  of  a  benevolent 
prince  to  remove  from  his  fubje£ls  the  dangerous  temptation,  of 

*+  Libanius  (Orat.  pro  Templis,  p.   lo.  *'  See  his  laws  in  the  Theodofian  Code, 

Genev.    1634,    publiihed  by  James  Gode-  I.  xvi.  tit.  x.  leg.  7— ji. 

froy,    and    now    extremely  fcarce)    accufes  ^*  Homer's  facrifices  are  not  accompanied 

Viilentiiiian  and  Valcns  of  prohibiting  facri-  with  any  inquifition  of  entrails  (fee  Feithiuj, 

fices.     Some   partial  order  may    have    be^n  Antiquitat.  Homer.  1.  i.  c.  10.  16.)•   TheTuf- 

jflued  by  the  Eallern  emperor:  but  the  idea  of  cans,  who  produced  the  firft  Haruffices,  fub- 

any  general  law  is  contradifted  by  the  filence  dued  both  the  Greeks  and  the  Romans  (Ci- 

of  the  Code,  and  the  evidence  of  ecclefiaftical  cere  de  Diviiiauone,  ii.  23.). 
biftory, 

offending 
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offending  agalnil  the  laws  which  he  had  enaded.  A  fpecial  com-  CHAP. 
miiTion  was  granted  to  Cynegius,  the  Praetorian  pra^feft  of  the  Eaft,  '._  .-  f 
and  afterwards  to  the  counts  Jovius  and  Gaudentius,  two  officers  of 
diftinguiihed  rank  in  the  Weft  ;  by  which  they  were  direded  to  fiiut 
the  tefnples,  to  feize  or  deftroy  the  inftruments  of  idolatry,  to  abo- 
liih  the  privileges  of  the  priefts,  and  to  confifcate  the  confecrated 
property  for  the  benefit  of  the  emperor,  of  the  church,  or  of  the 
army  ^\  Here  the  dcfolation  might  have  flopped  :  and  the  naked 
edifices,  which  were  no  longer  employed  in  the  fervice  of  idolatry, 
might  have  been  proteded  from  the  deftrudive  rage  of  fanaticifm. 
Many  of  thofe  temples  were  the  moft  fplendid  and  beautiful  monu- 
ments of  Grecian  architedture :  and  the  emperor  himfelf  was  inte- 
i-efted  not  to  deface  the  fplendour  of  his  own  cities,  or  to  diminiih  the 
value  of  his  own  poifeffions.  Thoie  ftately  edifices  might  be  fuffered 
to  remain,  as  fo  many  lafting  trophies  of  the  vidlory  of  Chrift.  In 
the  decline  of  the  arts,  they  might  be  ufefully  converted  into  maga- 
zines, manufadlures,  or  places  of  public  aiTembly :  and  perhaps 
when  the  walls  of  the  temple  had  been  fufficiently  purified  by  holy 
rites,  the  woriliip  of  the  true  Deity  might  be  allov/ed  to  expiate  the 
ancient  guilt  of  idolatry.  But  as  long  as  they  fubfifted,  the  Pao-ans 
fondly  cheriihed  the  fecret  hope,  that  an  aufpicious  revolution,  a 
fecond  Julian,  might  again  reftore  the  altars  of  the  gods ;  and  the 
earneftnefs  with  which  they  addrefl!ed  their  unavailing  prayers  to  the 
throne  ",  increafed  the  zeal  of  the  Chriftian  reformers  to  extirpate, 
without  mercy,  the  root  of  fuperftition.     The  laws  of  the  emperors 

*^  Zofimus,  1.  iv.  p.  245.   249.     Theo-         *'  Cod.  Theodof.  I.  xvi.  tit.  x.  leg.  8.  18. 

doret,  1.  V.  c.  21.     Idatius  jn  Chron.  Prof-  There  is  room  to  believe,  that  this  temple  of      • 

per.  Aquitan.  1.  iii.  c.  38.  apud  Baronium,  Edeffa,  which  Theodoiiiis  wiihed  to  fave  for 

Anna!.  Ecclef.   A    D.  389.   N°  52.     Liba-  civil  ufes,   was    foon  afterwaids  a  heap   of 

nius  (pro  Templis,  p.  10.)  labours  to  prove,  ruins  (Libanius  pro  Templis,  p.  26,  27.  and 

that  the  commands  of  Theodolius  were  not  Godefroy's  notes,  p.  59.). 
direft  and  politive. 

exhibit 
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CHAP,  ■exhibit  fome  fymptoms  of  a  milder  difpofition  ^' :  but  their  cold  and 
^_  -^— ^  .languid  efforts  were  infufficient  to  ftem  the  torrent  of  enthufiafm  and 
rapine,  which  was  conduded,  or  rather  impelled,  by  the  fpiritual 
•rulers  of  the  church.  In  Gaul,  the  holy  Martin,  biihop  of  Tours  % 
-marched  at  the  head  of  his  fiiithful  monks  to  deilroy  the  idols,  the 
temples,  and  the  confecrated  trees  of  his  extenfive  diocefe ;  and,  in 
.the  execution  of  this  arduous  taik,  the  prudent  reader  Avill  judge 
whether  Martin  was  fupported  by  the  aid  of  miraculous  powers,  or 
of  carnal  weapons.  In  Syria,  the  divine  and  excellent  Marcellus  ^', 
as  he  is  ftiled  by-  Theodoret,  a  billiop  animated  with  apoilouc  fer- 
vour, refolved  to  level  with  the  ground  the  (lately  temples  within 
the  diocefe  of  Apamea.  His  attack  was  refifted,  by  the  ikill  and  foli- 
dity,  with  which  the  temple  of  Jupiter  had  been  tonftruited.  The 
building  was  feated  on  an  eminence:  on  each  of  the  four  fides,  the 
lofty  roof  was  fupported  by  fifteen  maffy  columns,  fixteen  feet  in 
rircumfcrence;  and  the  large  ilones  of  which  they  were  compofed, 
were  firmly  cemented  with  lead  and  iron.  The  force  of  the  ftrongeft 
and  iharpeft  tools  had  been  tried  without  effed.  It  was  found  ne-- 
ceffary  to  undermine  the  foundations  of  the  columns,  which  fell 
down  as  fooK  as  the  temporary  wooden  props  had  been  confumed 
with  fire ;  and  the  difficulties  of  the  enterprife  are  defcribed  under 
the  allegory  of  a  black  daemon,  who  retarded,  though  he  could  not 
defeat,  the  operations  of  the  Chriftian  engineers.  Elated  with  vic- 
tory, Marcellus  took  the  field  in  perfon  againft  the  powers  of  dark- 

"  See  this  curious  oration  of  Llbanius  (as  Don  Quixote  might  have  done)  an  harm- 
pro  Templis,  pronounced,  or  rather  compofed,  lefs  funeral  for  an  idolatrous  proceffion,  and 
about  the  year  390.  I  have  confuked,  with  imprudently  committed  a  miracle, 
advantage.  Dr.  Lardner'svcrfion  and  remarks  ^'  Compare  Sozomen  (1.  vii.  c.  15.)  with 
.(Heathen  Teftimonles,  vol.  iv.  p.  135—  Theodoret  (1.  v.  c.  21.).  Between  them, 
•63.).  they  relate  the  crufade  and  death  of  Mar- 


See  the  life  of  Martin,    by   Sulpicius     cellu 
Jieverus,  c.  9-14.     The  faint  once  miftook 


nefs  J 
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ncfs  ;  Λ  numerous  troop  of  foldiers  and  gladiators  marchtd  under  the    ^χΰ,/),,^" 

epiicopal  banner,  and  he  riicceflively  attacked  the  villages  and  coun-    ν ^ — / 

try  temples  of  the  diocefe  of  Apamca.  Whenever  any  refiftance  or 
danger  was  apprehended,  the  champion  of  the  faith,  whofe  lamenefs 
would  not  allow  him  either  to  fight  or  fly,  placed  himfclf  at  a  con- 
venient diftance,  beyond  the  reach  of  darts.  But  this  prudence  was 
the  occafion  of  his  death :  lie  Avas  furprii'ed  and  llain  by  a  body  of 
exafperated  ruftics ;  and  the  fynod  of  the  province  pronounced, 
without  hefitation,  that  the  holy  Marcellus  had  facrificed  his  life  in 
tiie  caufe  of  God.  In  the  fupporC  of  this  caufe,  the  monks,  who 
ruflied,  with  tumultuous  fury,  from  the  defert,  difiinguiihed  thcm- 
felves  by  their  zeal  and  diligence.  They  deferved  the  enmity  of  the 
Pagans  ;  and  fome  of  them  might  deiei-ve  the  reproaches  of  avarice 
and  intemperance ;  of  avarice,  which  they  gratified  with  holy  plun- 
der, and  of  intemperance,  which  they  indulged  at  the  expence  of  the 
peo^ple,  v/ho  foolifhly  admired  their  tattered  garments,  loud  pfalmody, 
and  artificial  palenefs  '^  A  fmall  number  of  temples  was  protefted 
by  the  fears,  the  A'enality,  the  tafte,  or  the  prudence,  of  the  civil  and 
eccleliaftical  governors.  The  temple  of  the  celeftial  Venus  at  Car- 
thage, whofe  facred  precinds  formed  a  circumference  of  two  miles, 
Avas  judicioufly  converted  into  a  Chriftian  church  " ;  and  a  fimllar 
confecration  has  preferved  inviolate  the  majeflic  doane  of  the  Pan- 
theon at  Rome ".  But  in  almoft  every  province  of  the  Roman 
world,  an  army  of  fixnatics,  without  authority,  and  without  difci-  - 
pline,  invaded  the  peaceful  inhabitants  ;  and  the  ruin  of  the  faireft 

'-"■  Libanius  pro  Tcmplis,  p.  10  —  13.     He  time,  and   the   accefj   to  it  was  overgrown 

rails  at  theVe  black-garbed   men,  the  Chrif-  ^'■''''i  brambles. 

tian  Monks,  who  eat  more  than  elephants.         '*  Donatus,  Roma  Antiqua  etNova,  1.  Iv. 

_         ,    ,         ,     ,  .      ,  c.  4.  p.  468.     This  confecration  was  per- 

Poor  elcpnants !  /^iy  are  temperate  anirrtals.  r         \\  -o      c       τλτ      ^        ■ 

^  J  i^  formed  by  pope  Boniface  IV.     I  am  ignorant 

"  Profper.   Aquitan.    1.    in.  c.    38.  apud  „£  ^,,^  favourable   circumltances  which   had 

Baronium;  Annal.  Ecclef.   A.  D.   389.  N°  preierved  the  Pantheon  above  two  hundred  ■    ' 

58,  S:c.     The  temple  had  been  fliut  fome  years  after  the  reign  of  Theodofius. 

Vol.  IIL  M  ,         ftrudures 
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ilru£liircs  of  antiquity  ftill  ciifplays  the  ravages  of  thofc  Barbarians, 
who  alone  had  time  and  incUnation  to  execute  fuch  laborious  deilruc- 


The  temple 
of  Serapio  at 
Alexandria. 


In  this  wide  and  various  profped  of  devaftation,  the  fpedator 
may  diilinguilh  the  ruins  of  the  temple  of  Serapis,  at  Alexandria  "\ 
Serapis  does  not  appear  to  have  been  one  of  the  native  gods,  or 
monftcrs,  who  Iprung  from  the  fruitful  foil  of  fuperilitious  Egypt  ^*. 
The  firft  of  the  Ptolemies  had  been  commanded,  by  a  dream,  to  im- 
port the  myfterious  ftranger  from  the  coaft  of  Pontus,  where  he  bad 
been  long  adored  by  the  inhabitants  of  Sinope  j  but  his  attributes  and 
his  reign  were  fo  imperfedlly  underftood,  that  it  became  a  fubjedl  of 
difpute,  whether  he  reprefented  the  bright  orb  of  day,  or  the  gloomy 
monarch  of  the  fubterraneous  regions  ".  The  Egyptiaiis,  who  were 
cbftinately  devoted  to  the  religion  of  their  fathers,  refufed  to  admit 
this  foreign  deity  within  the  walls  of  their  cities  ^^  But  the  obfe- 
quious  priefts,  who  were  feduced  by  the  liberality  of  the  Ptolemies, 
fubmitted,  without  refiftance,  to  the  power  of  the  god  of  Pontus : 
an  honourable  and  domeftic  genealogy  Λvas  provided ;  and  this  for- 
tunate ufurper  was  introduced  into  the  throne  and  bed  of  Ofiris  '% 
the  huiband  of  Ins,  and  the  celeftial  monarch  of  Egypt.     Alexandria,. 


^'  Soplironius  compofed  a  recent  and  fe- 
parate  hillory.  (Jerom,  in  Script.  Ecclef. 
torn.  i.  p.  303.),  uhith  has  Ainiifiied  mate- 
rials to  Socrates  (1.  v.  c.  16.),  Tlieodoret 
(1.  V.  c.  22.),  and  Rufinus  (I.  ii.  c  22.). 
Yet  the  lai{,  who  had  been  at  Alexandria, 
before,  and  after,  the  event,  may  deferve 
the  credit  of  aa  criginal  witnefs. 

''■^  Gerard  VoiTius  (Opera,  torn.  v.  p.  80. 
&  dc  Idololatria,  1.  i.  c.  29.)  ftrives  to  fup- 
port  the  ftrange  notion  of  the  Fathers  ;  that 
the  patriarch  Jofeph  was  .idorcd  in  Egypt, 
as  the  bull  Apis,  and  the  god  Serapis. 

^'  Origo  dei  nondtun  noflris  celcbrata. 
iEgyptiurum,  antiftites  fic  memorant,  &c. 
I'acit.  Hill.  iv.  83.    'ϊϊμ  Greeks,  who  had 


travelled  into  Egypt,  were  alike  ignorant  of 
this  new  deity. 

3^  Mncrobius,  Saturnal.  1.  j.  c.  7.  Such 
a  living  fift  decifively  proves  his  foreign  ex- 
travPiion. 

^^  At  Rome,  Ms  and  Serapis  were  united 
in  the  fame  temple.  The  jrrcccdency  which 
the  queen  afiumed,  may  fecm  to  betray  her 
unequal  alliance  with  the  ftranger  of  Pontus. 
But  the  fiiperiority  of  the  female  fex  was  efta- 
blifhed  in  Egypt  as  a  civil  and  religious  infti- 
tution  (Diodor.  Sicul.  torn.  i.  1.  i.  p.  31. 
edit.  Wefieling),  and  the  Time  order  is  cb- 
fervcd  in  Plutarch's  Trcatife  of  Ifis  and  0/i- 
ris  J  whom  he  identifies  with  Scrnpis. 

which, 
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\vlnch  claimed  his  peculira•  protection,  gloried  in  the  name  of  the  city    ^νγν^υ^' 

of  Serapis.     His  temple  "^",  which  rivalled  the  pride  and  magnificence    <- , ' 

of  the  capitol,  was  erefted  on  the  fpacious  fummit  of  an  artificial 
mount,  raifed  one  hundred  fteps  above  the  level  of  the  adjacent  parts 
of  the  city ;  and  the  interior  cavity  was  ftrongly  fupported  by  arches, 
and  diilributed  into  vaults  and  fubterraneous  apartments.  The  con^  , 
fecrated  buildings  were  furrounded  by  a  quadrangular  portico;  the 
fiately  halls,  and  exquifite  ftatues,  difplayed  the  triumph  of  the 
arts;  and  the  treafures  of  ancient  learning  were  preferved  in  the 
famous  Alexandrian  library,  which  had  arifen  with  new  fplendour 
from  its  aihes  *'.  After  the  ediils  of  Theodofius  had  feverely  pro- 
hibited the  facrifices  of  the  Pagans,  they  were  ftill  tolerated  in  the 
city  and  temple  of  Serapis;  and  this  fingular  indulgence  was  impru- 
dently afcribed  to  the  fuperftitious  terrors  of  the  Chriftians  themfelves: 
as  if  they  had  feared  to  abolilli  thofe  ancient  rites,  which  could 
alone  fecure  the  inundations  of  the  Nile,  the  harvefts  of  Egypt,  and 
the  fubfiftence  of  Conftantinople  *''. 

At  that  time  *'  the  archiepifcopal  throne  of  Alexandria  was  filled  its  final  dc- 
by  Theophilus  *\  the  perpetual  enemy  of  peace  and  virtue;  a' bold,  a"d.°"8o. 
bad  man,  whofe   hands   were  alternately  polluted  with  gold,    and 
\vith   blood.     His   pious  indignation    was   excited   by  the  honours 

♦"  Ammianus  (xxii.  i6.).     The  Expofitio  '^''^"'i'  provokes  his  Chriflian  maflers  by  this 

totius  Mundi  (p.  8.  in  Hudfon's  Geograph.  in^uking  remark. 

Minor,   torn,  iii.),  andRufinus  (1.  ii.  c.  22.),         *^    ^^  ^  ^^^  *^'^"'^    between    the   date  of 

celebrate   the  Serapeum,  as  one  of  the  won-  Marceliinus  (A.  D.  389.)  or  that  of  Profper 

-ders  of  the  world.  (A•  J^•  59'•)•     Tillemont  (Hift.  des  Emp. 

*■  See  Memoires  de  I'Acad.  des  Infcrip-  '°'^•  ''■  ,^'   5'°•  756•)   prefers  the  former, 

tions,  torn.  ix.  p.   397-416.     The  old  li-  ^"^*  ^5,'/'''  '"'";;         ^    ,  . 
brary  of  the  Ptolemies  was  totally  confumed  '  '""^™""!'  Mem     Ecclef.   torn.   xi.  ρ 

ia  Cxfar's  Alexandrian  war.     Marc  Antony  :^ί'~1°?'         .       ^"biSuous    f.cuation   of 

1  11  t,   r,-  c    T,  1  heophuus,  3.  faint,  as  the  friend  of  lerora  ; 

gave   the    whole    coUciTlion    of    Perg.amus  ,    ^,        '     -^       '        ^^       .        J    "'"  > 

,  ,  ,  /->i         ..  ..I,  a  dC'vil,  as  the  enemy  of  Chrylollom  ;  pro- 

{200,000   volumes)     to   Cleopatra,    as  the  .  '  _  .        -^  .  ,.        '  '  ^  , 

.-        ,    ■         f ..  ,-u  f  Λ1          Ά  ■  duce   a   iort  of   imparnahty:  yet,  upon  the 

iGundation  of  the  ?/ίτν  library  of  Alexandria.  •     •   ,11     •     1•     j         ■   n. 


Libaniiis  (pro  Templis,  p.  21.)  indif- 


whole,  the  balance  is  juftly  inclined  againft 
him. 
Μ   2  of 


$4  THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 

CHAP,    of  Serapis;  and  the  infults  which  he  offered  to  an  ancient  chapel  of 

*_ y—^i/    Bacchus,  convinced  the  Pagans  that  he  meditated  a  more  important 

and  dangerous  enterprife.  In  the  tumultuous  capital  of  Egypt,  the 
ilighteft  provocation  was  fufficient  to  inflame  a  civil  war.  The  vota- 
ries of  Serapis,  whofe  ftrength  and  numbers  were  much  inferior  to 
thofe  of  their  antagonifts,  rofe  in  arms  at  the  inftigation  of  the  philofo- 
pher  Olympius  *',  who  exhorted  them  to  die  in  the  defence  of  the 
altars  of  the  gods.  Thefe  Pagan  fanatics  fortified  themfelves  in  the 
temple,  or  rather  fortrefs,  of  Serapis  ;  repelled  the  befiegers  by  daring 
fallies,  and  a  refolute  defence ;  and,  by  the  inhuman  cruelties  which 
they  exercifed  on  their  Chriftian  prifoners,  obtained  the  lafl;  confo- 
lation  of  defpair.  The  eiforts  of  the  prudent  magiftrate  were  ufefully 
exerted  for  the  eftabliihment  of  a  truce,  till  the  anfvrer  of  Theodo- 
fius  ihould  determine  the  fate  of  Serapis.  The  two  parties  aflembled•, 
without  arms,  in  the  principal'  fquare;  and  the  Imperial  refcript  was 
publicly  read.  But  when  a  fentence  of  deftrudion  againft  the  idols 
of  Alexandria  was  pronounced,  the  Chriftians  fent  up  a  ihout  of  joy 
and  exultation,  whilft  the  unfortunate  Pagans,  whofe  fury  had  givca 
way  to  confternation,  retired  with  haily  and  filent  fteps,  and  eluded, 
by  their  flight  or  obfcurity,  the  refentmciit  of  their  enemies.  Tbje- 
ophilus  proceeded  to  demoliih  the  temple  of  Serapis,  without  any- 
other  difficulties,  than  thofe  v/hich  he  found  in  the  weight  and  foli- 
dity  of  the  materials  ;  but  thefe  obftacles  proved  fo  infuperable,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  foundations;  and  to  content  himfelf  with 
reducing  the  edifice  itfelf  to  a  heap  of  rubbiih,  a  part  of  which  was 
foon  afterwards  cleared  away,  to  make  room  for  a  church,  eredled 
in  honour  of  the  Chriftian  martyrs.     The  valuable  library  of  Alex- 

*5  Lardner  (Heathen  Teftimonies,  vol.  iv.     nic\vs    the  devout   .md  virtuous  Olympiui, 
p.  411.)  has  alleged  a  beautiful  paflage  from     not  in  the  light  of  a  warrior,  but  of  a  pro-  • 
Suidas,  or  rather,    from  Damafcius,  which    phet. 

3  andriii 
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andria  was  pillaged  or  dcftroycd  ;  and,  near  twenty  years  aftenvards,    ^J^J\,J'' 

the  appearance  of  the  empty  flielves  excited  the  regret  and  indigna-    ^- — ^ • 

tion  of  every  fpeilator,  whofe  mind  was  not  totally  darkened  by 
religious  prejudice  ■*".  The  compofitions  of  ancient  geniu?;,  fo  many 
of  which  haA^e  in-etrievably  periflied,  might  furely  have  been  ex- 
cepted from  the  Avreck  of  idolatry,  for  the  amufement  and  inftrudlion 
of  fucceeding  ages ;  and  either  the  zeal  or  the  avarice  of  the  arch- 
bifliop  '*\  might  have  been  fatiated  with  the  rich  fpoils,  which  were 
the  reward  of  his  vidtory.  \yhile  the  images  and  vales  of  gold  and 
filver  were  carefully  melted,  and  thofe  of  a  lefs  valuable  metal  were 
contemptuniifly  broken,  and  caft  into  the  ilreets,  Theophilus  laboured 
to  expofe  the  frauds  and  vices  of  the  minifters  of  the  idols ;  their 
dexterity  in  the  manager^ent  of  the  loadftone ;  their  fecret  method's 
of  introducing  an  human  aOcor  into  a  holloAv  ftatue  ;  and  their  fcan- 
dalous  abufe  of  the  confidence'of  devout  hufbands,  and  unfufnedling 
females  *'.  Charges  like  thefe'  may  feem  to  deferve  fome  degree  of 
credit,  as  they  are  not  repugnant  to  the  crafty  and  interefted  fpirit  of 
fuperftition.  .But  the  fame  fpirit  is  equally  prone  to  the  bafe  prac- 
tice of  infulting  and  calumniating  a  fallen  enemy;  and  our  belief  is 
naturally  checked  by  the  refledion,  that  it  is  much  lefs  difficult  to 
invent  a  fidtitious  ftcry,  than  to  fupport  a  practical  fraud.     The  co- 

*"  Nos  vidimus  armaria  libroram,  quibus         *'  Ruunus    names    the    prieft  of  Saturn, 

direptis,   exinanita   ea  a  noftris   hominibus,  who,    in    the   charafter  of  the   god,    fami- 

noftris  tcmporibus  memorant,    Orofius,  1.  vi.  liarly   converfed    with     many    pious     ladies 

c.    15.  p.   421.  edit.  Havercamp.     Though  of  quality ;     till   he    betrayed    himfelf,    in• 

a  bigot,  and  a  controverfial  writer,  Orofius  a    moment    of  tranfport,    when    he   could 

feems  to  blu(h.  not  difguife  the  tone  of  his  voice.     The  au- 

''^  Eunapius,    in   the  lives    of  Antoninus  thentic  and   impartial  narrative  of  jEfchines 

and  .lEdefius,  execrates  the  facrilegious  ra-  (fee  Bayle,  Diftionnaire  Critique,  Scaman- 

pine    of   Theophilus.       Tillemont     (Mem.  dre),  and   the   advent,  re  of  Mundus    (Jo- 

Ecclef.   torn.  xiii.  p.  453.)   quotes  an  epiftle  feph.    Antiquitat.   Judaic.  1.  xviii.  c.   3.  p. 

of  Ifidore  of  Pelnfium,  which  reproaches  the  877.  edit.  Havercamp.") ,  may  prove  that  fuch 

primate  with  the  idolatroicr  worlhip  of  gold,  amorous  frauds  have  been  praftifcd  with  fuc- 

the  auri _/««■«  fames.  cefs. 

•        loiTal 
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CHAP,    loflal  ilatiie  of  Serapis"*'  was  involved  in  the  ruin  of  his  temple  and 
xxviii.  ^  _  V  , 

\— — /— ^    religion.     A  great  number  of  plates  of  different  metals,  artificially 

joined  together,  compofed  the  majeftic  figure  of  the  Deity,  Λvho 
touched  on  either  fide  the  walls  of  the  fanduary.  The  afped  of  Sc- 
rapie, his  fitting  pofture,  and  the  fceptre,  which  he  bore  in  his  left 
hand,  were  extremely  fimilar  to  the  ordinary  reprefentations  of  Ju- 
piter. He  was  diftinguifhed  from  Jupiter  by  the  baiket,  or  bufliel, 
which  was  placed  on  his  head;  and  by  the  emblematic  monfter, 
which  he  held  in  his  right  hand :  the  head  and  body  of  a  ferpent 
branching  into  three  tails,  which  were  again  terminated  by  the  tri- 
ple heads  of  a  dog,  a  lion,  and  a  wolf.  It  was  confidently  affirmed, 
that  if  any  impious  hand  fliguld  dare  to  violate  the  majefty  of  the 
god,  the  heavens  and  the  earth  would  infliantly  return  to  their  origi- 
nal chaos.  An  intrepid  foldier,  animated  by  zeal,  and  armed  with  a 
weighty  battle-axe,  afcended  the  ladder ;  and  even  the  Chriftian 
multitude  expefted,  with  fome  anxiety,  the  event  of  the  combat '°. 
He  aimed  a  vigorous  ftroke  againft  the  cheek  of  Serapis  ;  the  cheek 
fell  to  the  ground  ;  the  thunder  was  ftill  filent,  and  both  the  heavens 
and  the  earth  continued  to  preferve  their  accuftomed  order  and 
tranquillity.  The  vidorious  foldier  repeated  his  blows  :  the  huge 
idol  was  overthrown,  and  broken  in  pieces ;  and  the  limbs  of  Serapis 
were  ignominioufly  dragged  through  the  ftreets  of  Alexandria.  His 
mangled  carcafe  was  burnt  in  the  Amiphitheatre,  amidft  the  fliouts  of 
the  populace  ;  and  many  perfons  attributed  their  converfion  to  this 
dilcovery  of  the  Impotence  of  their  tutelar  deity.    The  popular  modes 

*'  See    tlie  images  of  Serapis,   in  Mcnt-  (I.ucan.  iii.  429.)     "  is  it  true  (fiiid  Ai;gur- 

•faucon   (torn.  ii.  p.  297.)  :  but  the  defcrip-  ,"  tus  to  a  veteran  of  Italy,  at  whofe  houCe 

tion  of  Macrobius  (Saturnal.    1.  i.  c.   2O.)  "  he  fuppcti),  that  the  man,  who  gave  the 

is  much  more  piilurefque  and  fatisfadlory.  "  firft  blow  to  the  golden  ftatue  of  Anaitis, 

5°  bed   fortes   trcmiiere    manus,    motique  "  was  inftantly  deprived  of  his  eyes,   and  of 

verenda  ,  "  his  life?"     " /v/as  that  man  (replied  the 

Majeftate  loci,  fi  robora  facra  ferirent  "  clear-fighted  veteran^,  and  you  now  fup 

In  fua  credebant  redituras  membra  fe-  "  on  one  of  the  legs  of  thegoddefs."    (Plin, 

cures.  Hift.  Natur,  xxxiii.  24  ) 

of 
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of  religion,  that  propofc  any  λΊΓιΒΙο  and  material  objeds  of  worfliip,  ^^-^',;?,.*^' 
have  the  advantage  of  adapting  and  familiarifing  themfelves  to  the  ^— -v — ■* 
fenfes  of  mankind  :  but  this  advantage  is  counterbalanced  by  the  va- 
rious and  inevitable  accidents  to  which  the  faith  of  the  idolater  is 
expofed.  It  is  fcarcely  poiTible,  that,  in  every  difpofition  of  m.ind, 
he  iliould  preferve  his  implicit  reΛ^erence  for  the  idols,  or  the  relics, 
which  the  naked  eye,  and  the  profane  hand,  are  unable  to  diftln- 
guilh  from  the  nioft  common  produdlioiTiS  of  art,  or  nature;  and  if,  in 
the  hour  of  danger,  their  fecret  and  miraculous  virtue  does  not  ope- 
rate for  their  own  prefervation,  he  fcoi-ns  the  vain  apologies  of  his 
pricfts,  and  juftly  derides  the  objeft,  and  the  folly,  of  his  iuperfti- 
tious  attachment ''.  After  the  fall  of  Serapis,  fome  hopes  were  ilill 
entertained  by  the  Pagans,  that  the  Nile  would  refufe  his  annual 
fupply  to  the  impious  mafters  of  Egypt ;  and  the  extraordinary  delay 
of  the  inundation  feemed  to  announce  the  difpleafure  of  the  river- 
god.  But  this  delay  was  foon  compenfated  by  the  rapid  fwell  of  the 
waters.  They  fuddenly  rofe  to  fuch  an  unufual  height,  as  to  com- 
fort the  difcontented  party  with  the  pleafmg  expeication  of  a  deluge ; 
till  the  peaceful  river  again  fubfided  to  the  well-known  and  fertilifmg 
level  of  fixteen  cubits,  or  about  thirty  Engllih  feet  ^\ 

The  temples  of  the  Roman  empire  were  deferted,  or  deftroyed ;    •j-^^  Pa^an 
but  the  ingenious  fuperilition  of  the  Pagans  ilill  attempted  to  elude   "^^.'"f  i?P  ^\ 
the   laws  of  Theodofius,  by  which  all  facrifices  had  been  feverely   ^.  D.  390. 
prohibiied.     Tlie  inhabitants  of  the  comitry,  whofe  condudl  v/as  lefs 
expofed  to  the  eye  of  malicious  curlofity,  difguifed  their  religious, 
under  the  appearance  of  convivial^  meetings.     On  the  days   of  fo- 

"  The  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation  affords  unifurmlv  fubfiHed  Hnce  the  time  cf  Hero- 
frequent  examples  of  tlie  fuddcn  change  from  dotiis.  Sie  freret,  in  the. Mem.  de  TAca^- 
fuperftition  to  contempt.  d;mie   des   Infcriptions,  torn.  xvi.  p.  344 — 

'^  Sozomen,  1.  vii.  c.  20.     I  have  fupplied  353.    Greaves'sMifcellancous  Works,  vol.  i. 

the  meafure.     TJie  fame  ilandarJ,  of  the  in-  p•  233.     The  Egyptian  cubit  is  about  CWenty- 

undation,  and  confequentiy  of  the  cubit,  has  two  inches  of  the  Englifli  meafure. 

2  lemn 
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lemn  feftival?,  thev  afiembled  in  great  numbers  under  the  fpreacliiig 
ihadc  of  fome  confecrated  trees  ;  fheep  and  oxen  were  flaughtered 
and  roafted  ;  and  this  rurai  entertainment  was  landtified  by  the  ufe 
of.  incenfe,  and  by  the  hymns,  which  were  fung  in  honour  of  the 
gods.  But  it  was  alleged,  that,  as  no  part  of  the  animal  was  made 
a  burnt-ofi'cring,  as  no  altar  was  provided  to  receive  the  blood,  and 
as  the  previous  oblation  of  fait  cakes,  and  the  concluding  ceremony 
cf  libatiqns,  were  carefully  omitted,  thefe  fcftal  meetings  did  not  in- 
volve the  guefts  in  the  guilt,  or  penalty,  of  an  illegal  facrifice ". 
Whatever  might  be  the  truth  of  the  fads,  or  the  merit  of  the  dif- 
tin£lion  ",  thefe  vain  pretences  were  fwept  away  by  the  laft  edid 
of  Theodofius ;  which  infli£led  a  deadly  wound  on  the  fuperftition 
of  the  Pagans  ''.  This  prohibitory  law  is  .expreffed  in  the  moil  ab- 
folute  and  comprehenfive  terms.  "  It  is  our  will  and  pleafure,"  fays 
the  emperor,  "  that  none  of  our  fubjeds,  whether  magiftrates  or 
"  private  citizens,  however  exalted,  or  however  humble  may  be 
"  their  rank  and  condition,  ihall  prefume,  in  any  city,  or  in  any 
*'  place,  to  worCbip  an  inanimate  idol,  by  the  facrifice  of  a'  guiltlefs 
"  vidim."  The  ad  of  facrificing,  and  the  pradice  of  divination  by 
the  entrails  of  the  vidim,  are  declared  (without  any  regard  to  the 
objed  of  the  enquiry)  a  crime  of  high-treafon  againft  the  ftate ; 
which  can  be  expiated  only  by  the  death  of  the  guilty.  The  rites 
£>{  Pagan  fuperftition,  \vhich  might  feem  lefs  bloody  and  atrocious, 
are  aboliihed,  as  highly  injurious   to  the  truth  and   honour  of  reli" 


53  Libanius  (pro  Templis,  p.  15,  16,  17.)  "  que   uUa  fuperftitione   damnabili."     But 

pleads  their  caufe  with  gentle  and  infinuating  nine  years  afterwards  he  found  it  neceiiary  to 

rhetoric.     From  the  earlieil  age,  fuch  feafls  rciterateand  enforce  the  fame  provifo  (Codex 

had  enlivened   the   country;     and    thofe   of  Theodof.  1.  xvi.  tit.  x.  leg.  17.  19.). 
Bacchus  (Georgicii.  3S0.)  had  produced  the         '^   Cod.  Theodof.  1.   wi.   tit.  x.   le^.    12. 

theatre  of  Athens.     See  Godefroy,  ad  loc.  Jortin  (Remarks  on  Ecclef.  Hiilory,  vol.  iv. 

jLiban.  and  Codex  Theodof.  torn.  vi.  p.  284.  p.  134•)   cenfures,  with  becoming  afperity, 

5+  Honorius  tolerated  thefe  rullic  feftivals  tiie    llyle  and  fentiments  of  this  intoleraat 

^A.  D.  399,).   *'  Abfque  ullo  facrificiOj  at-  law. 

gion, 
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glon,   lumiiianes,    garlands,    frankiticenfe,    and  libations   of  wine,    ^yy,,f,,^' 

are  Ipecially  enumerated  and  condemned ;  and  the -harmlefs  claims    ^^ w~— ^ 

of  the  domeftic  genius,  of  the  houfehold  gods,  are  included  in  this 
rigorous  profcription.  The  ufe  of  any  of  thcTe  profxne  and  il- 
legal ceremonies,  fubje£ts  the  offender  to  the  forfeiture  of  the  houfe, 
or  eftate,  where  they  have  been  performed  ;  and  if  he  has  artfully 
chofen  the  property  of  another  for  the  fcene  of  his  impiety,  he  is 
compelled  to  difcharge,  without  delay,  a  heavy  fine  of  twenty-five 
pounds  of  gold,  or  more  than  one  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  A 
fine,  not  lefs  confiderable,  is  impofed  on  the  connivance  of  the  fecret 
enemies  of  religion,  Avho  ihall  negledt  the  duty  of  their  refpeftive 
ilations,  either  to  reveal,  or  to  punilli,  the  guilt  of  idolatry.  Such 
Was  the  perfecuting  fpirit  of  the  laws  of  Theodofius,  which  were 
repeatedly  enforced  by  his  fons  and  grandfcns,  with  the  loud 
and  unanimous  applaufe  of  the  Chriftian  world  ''. 

4n  the  cruel  reigns  of  Decius  and  Diocletian,  Chriftianity  had  Oppreflei, 
been  profcribed,  as  a  revolt  from  the  ancient  and  hereditary  religion 
of  the  empire  ;  and  the  unjuft  fufpicions  which  were  entertained  of 
a  dark  and  dangerous  fadion,  were,  in  fome  meafiire,  countenanced 
by  the  infeparable  union,  and  iapid  conquefts,  of  the  Catholic  church. 
But  the  fame  excufes  of  fear  and  ignorance  cannot  be  applied  to  the 
Chriftian  emperors,  Vv-ho  violated  the  precepts  of  humanity  and  of 
the  gofpel.  The  experience  of  ages  had  betrayed,  the  weaknefs,  as 
Hvell  as  folly,  of  Paganifm ;  the  light  of  reafon  and  of  faith  had 
already  expofed,  to  the  greateft  part  of  mankind,  the  vanity  of  idols ; 
and  the  declining  fetSl,  which  ftill  adhered  to  their  worihip,  might 

''  Such   a    charge   ihould   not   be   lightly  "  eft;  lllius  quippe  impietatis  capitale  fup- 

madc  ;  but  it  may  furely  be  juftified  by   the  "   piicium  eft."  EpilL  >;ciii.  N°   lo.    quoted 

authoiity  of  St.  Auguitin,  who  thus  addref-  by  Le  Clerc  (Bibliotheque  Choifie,  tom.  vii;. 

festheDonatifts.     "   Qais  nollrum,  quis  vef-  p.  277.),  who  adds  fome  judicious  rcfiedlions 

"  trum    non  laudat  leges  ab  Imperatoribus  on  the  intolerance  of  the  viflorious   Chrif-\ 

"  datas  adverfus   facrihcia  Paganonim  ?  Et  tian•:. 
"  certe  longe  ibi  poena  fevcrior  conf.itata 

Vol.  III.  Ν  .         have 
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SfY\mr^'  ^^^^  been  permitted  to  enjoy,  in  peace  and  obfcurity,  tlie  religioue 
»  ^-  ^  cuftoms  of  their  anceftors.  Had  the  Pagans  been  animated  by  the 
undaunted  zeal,  which  pofleflcd  the  minds  of  the  primitive  believersy 
the  triumph  of  the  church  mull:  have  been  ftained  with  blood  ;  and 
the  martyrs  of  Jupiter  and  Apollo  might  have  embraced  the  glorious 
opportunity  of  devoting  their  lives  and  fortunes  at  the  foot  of  their 
altars.  But  fuch  obilinate  zeal  was  not  congenial  to  the  loofc  and' 
carelefs  temper  of  polytheifm.  The  violent  and  repeated  ftrokes  of 
the  orthodox  princes,  were  broken  by  the  foft  and  yieldirjg  fubftance 
againft  which  they  were  dlreded  ;  and  the  ready  obedience  of  the 
Pagans  proteded  them  from  the  pains  and  penalties  of  the  Theodo- 
fian  Code  ".  Inftead  of  aiferting,  that  the  authority  of  the  gods  was- 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  emperor,  they  defiRed,  with  a  plaintive  mur- 
mur, from  the  ufe  of  thofe  facred  rites  which  their  fovereign  had 
condemned.  If  they  were  fometimes  tempted,  by  a  fally  of  paffion, 
or  by  the  hopes  of  concealment,  to  indulge  their  favourite  fuperfti- 
tion  ;  their  humble  repentance  difarmed  the  feverity  of  the  Chriftian 
magiftrate,.  and  they  feldom  rcfufed  to  atone  for  tliejr  raihnefs,  by 
fubmitting,  with  fome  fecret  reluftance,  to  the  yoke  of  the  Gofpel. 
The  churches  were  filled  Avith  the  increafing  multitude  of  thefe  un- 
worthy profelytes,  who  had  conformed,  from  temporal  motives,  to 
the  reigning,  religion  ;  and  whilft  they  devoutly  imitated  the  pof- 
tures,  and  recited  the  prayers,  of  the  faithful,  they  fatisfied  their  con- 
fcience  by  the  filent  and  fincere  invocation  of  the  gods  of  antiquity '% 
If  the  Pagans  wanted  patience  to  fuffcr,  they  wanted  fpirit  to  refill  j, 
and  the  fcattered  myriads,  who  deplored  the  ruin  of  the  temples, 

"  Orolius.l.  vii.  c.  28.   p•  537•    AugnHin  ss  Li^anlus  (pro  Templis,  p.  17,  18.)  men- 
(Enarrat.  in  ITalm  cxl.  apud  Laidner,  He.i-  jj^p,^  without  cenfure,    the  occarional   con- 
then  Tellinionies,  vol.   iv.   p.  45?•)  inf"'"  formity,  and  as  it  were  theatrical  play,  of  thefe 
their  cowardice.     "  Quis  eorum  comprehen- 
"  fus  eft  in  facrificio  (cum  his  legibus  ilia  nypocrites. 
•'  prohiberentur)  etnon  negavit  ?" 

vicIdeJ, 
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yielded,  without  a  conteft,  to  the  fortune  of  their  advirfaries.  The  CHAP. 
diforderly  oppofition  "  of  the  peafants  of  Syria,  and  the  populace  <— -.v~-^ 
of  Alexandria,  to  the  rage  of  private  fanaticifm,  was  filenced  by  the 
name  and  authority  of  the  emperor.  The  Pagans  of  the  Weft,  with- 
out conn-ibuting  to  the  elevation  of  Eugenius,  difgraced,  by  their 
partial  attachment,  the  caufe  and  character  of  the  ufurper.  The 
clergy  vehemently  exclaimed,  that  he  aggravated  the  crime  _of  rebel- 
lion by  the  guilt  of  apoftacy ;  that,  by  his  permiflion,  the  altar  of 
Viftory  was  again  reftored  ;  and  that  the  idolatrous  fymbols  of  Ju- 
piter.and  Hercules  were  difplayed  in  the  field,  againft  the  invincible 
ftandard  of  the  crofs.  But  the  vain  hopes  of  the  Pagans  were  foon 
annihilated  by  the  defeat  of  Eugenius  ;  and  they  were  left  expofed 
to  the  refentment  of  the  conqueror,  who  laboured  to  deferve  the  fa- 
vour of  Heaven  by  the  extirpation  of  idolatry  \ 

A  nation  of  flaves  is  always  prepared  to  applaud  the  clemency  of  ^"4  finally 
their  mafter,  who,  in  the  abufe  of  abfolute  power,  does  not  proceed  A.D.390— 
to  the  laft  extremes  of  injuilice  and  oppreflion.  Theodofius  might 
undoubtedly  have  propofed  to  his  Pagan  fubjea:s  the  alternative  of 
baptifm  or  of  death  j  and  the  eloquent  Libanius  has  praifed  the  mo- 
deration of  a  prince,  who  never  enafted,  by  any  pofitive  law,  that 
all  his  fubjeds  ihould  immediately  embrace  and  pradife  the  religion 
of  their  fovereign  "'.  The  profeflion  of  Chriftianity  was  not  made 
an  effential  qualification  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  civil  rights  of  fo- 
ciety,  nor  were  any  peculiar  hardflvips  impofed  on  the  feftaries,  who 
creduloufly  received  the  fables  of  Ovid,  and  obftlnately  rejeiled  the 

"  Libanius  concludes  his  apology  (p.  32.),  gufcin  de  Clvitat.  Dei,  1,  v.  c.  26,     Theodo- 

by  declaring  to  the  emperor,  that  unlefs  he  ret,  I.  v.  c.  24. 

cxprefsly  warrants  the  deftruaionof  the  tern-  «'  Libanius  fuggefts  the  form  of  a  perfe- 

pks,  ιαθι  τα;  Tm  αγρω,  h^.r.rxc,  κκ.  ανηις,  χλι  cuting  ediil,  which  Theodofius  might  enaft 

r.j  «μω  g'jr,9:i3-oiTar,  the  proprietors  will  defend  (pro  Templis,  p.  32.);  a  rafli  joke,  and  a 

ihemfelves  and  the  laws.  dangerous  experiment.     Some  princes  would 

*'  Paulino»,  in  Vit.  Ambrof.  c,  26.     Au-  have  taken  his  advice, 

Ν  2  miracles 
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miracles  of  the  Gofpel.  The  palace,  the  fchools,  the  army,  and  the 
fcnatc,  were  filled  with  declared  and  devout  Pagans  j  tliey  ohtuined, 
without  diftindlion,  the  civil,  and  military  honour<i  of  the  empire. 
Theodofms  diilinguiihed  his  liberal  regard  for  virtue  and  genius  by 
the  confular  dignity,  which  he  beftowed  on  Symmachus  " ;  and  by 
the  perfonal  friendihip  which  he  expreifed  to  Libanius  ''  ;  and  the 
two  eloquent  apologiils  of  Paganifm  were  never  required  either 
to  change,  or  to  diiTemble,  their  religious  opinions.  The  Pa- 
gans were  indulged  in  the  moil  licentious  fceedom  of  fpeech  and 
writing ;  the  hiftorical  and  philofophic  remains  of  Eunapius,  Zo- 
ί  mus"*,  and  the  fanatic  teachers  of  the  fchool  of  Plato,  betray  the 
ΐϊΐοίΐ  furious  animofity,  and  contain  the  iharpeft  inveftives  againft 
the  fentimetits  and  condudt  of  their  vidlorious  adverfaries.  If  thefe 
audacious  libels  were  publicly  known,  we  muft  applaud  the  good 
fenfe  of  the  Chriftiau  princes,  who  viewed,  with  a  fmile  of  con- 
tempt, the  lail  ilruggles  of  fuperftition  and  delpair  "V  But  the  Im- 
perial laws,  ^^'ilich  prohibited  the  facrifices  and  ceremonies  of  Pa- 
ganifm, were  rigidly  executed ;  and  every  hour  contributed  to 
deftroy  the  influence  of  a  religion,  which  was  fupported  by  cuftom, 
rather  than  by  argument.  The  devotion  of  the  poet,  or  the  philo- 
fopher,  may  be  fecretly  nouriihed  by  prayer,,  meditation^  and  ftudy  9• 


•^•  Denique  pro  meritis  terreftribiis  sque 

rependens 
Munera,    facricolis   fummos    impertit  ho- 


Ipfe   magiftratum    tibi  confulis,  ipf;   tri- 
bunal 
Contulit. 

Prudent,  in  Symmach.  i.  617,  &c. 
*'  Libanius  (pro  Templis,  p.  32.)  is  proud 
that  Theodofms  ihould  thus  diftinguifh  a 
man,  who  even  iii  his  frf/ince  \vo\>\d  fwear 
by  Jupiter.  Yet  this  prefence  {eems  to  be  no 
more  than  a  figure  of  rhetoric- 


'^*  Zofimus,  who  ftyles  himfelf  Count  and 
Ex-advocate  of  the  Treafury,  reviles,  witip 
partial  and  indecent  bigotry,  the  Chriftian 
princes,  and  even  the  father  of  his  fovereign.. 
His  work  muft  have  been  privately  circulated,, 
finceit  efcnped  the  invcilives  of  the  ecclefiafr 
deal  hillorians  prior  to  Evagrius  (1.  iii.  c.  40 
—42.),  who  lived  towards  the  end  of  tha 
fixth  century. 

'^  Yet  the  Pagans  of  Africa  complained^. 
that  the  times  would  not  allow  them  to  an- 
fwer  with  freedom  the  City  of  God  :  nor  docs> 
St.  Auguftin  (v,  26.)  deny  the  cliarge. 

but 
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but  the  exerciie  of  public  worfhip  appears  to  be  the  only  fohd  *-yY^-i^r^* 
foundation  of  the  reUgious  fentiinents  of  the  people,  which  derive  v» — ^~-»y 
their  force  from  imitation  and  habit.  The  interrupLion  of  that  public- 
exercife  may  confummate,  in  the  period  of  a  few  years,  the  import-  • 
ant  work  of  a  national  revolution.  The  memory  of  theological 
opinions  cannot  long  be  preferved,  without  the  artificial  Iielps  of 
priefts,  of  temples,  and  of  books'".  The  ignorant  vulgar,  whofe 
minds  are  ftill  agitated  by  the  blind  hopes  and  terrors  of  fuperfti- 
tion,  will  be  foon  perfuaded  by  their  fuperiors,  to  diredl  their  vows 
to  the  reigning  deities  of  the  age  ;  and  will  infenfibly  imbibe  an  ar- 
dent zeal  for  the  fupport  and  propagation  of  the  new  doftrine, 
which  fplritual  hunger  at  firft  compelled  them  to  accept.  The  ge- 
neration that  arofe  in  the  world  after  the  promulgation  of  the  Im- 
perial laws,  was  attracted  within  the  pale  of  the  Catholic  church  r 
and  fo  rapid,  yet  fo  gentle,  was  the  fall  of  Paganifm,  that  only 
twenty-eight  years  after  the  death  of  Theodofius,  the  faint  and  mi- 
nute veiliges  were  no  longer  vifible  to  the  eye  of  the  legifla- 
tor^ 

The  ruin  of  the  Pagan  religion  is  defcribed  by  the  fophifts,  as  a  The  worffiip 
dreadful  and  amazing  prodigy,  which  covered  the  earth  with  dark-  °ian  manyL•'. 
nefs,  and  reftored  the  ancient  dominion  of  chaos  and  of  night.  They 
relate,  in  folemn  and  pathetic  ftrains,  that  the  temples  were  con- 
verted into  fepulchres,  and  that  the  holy  places,  which  had  been 
adorned  by  the  ilatues  of  the  gods,  were  bafely  polluted  by  the  relics 
©f  Chriftian  martyTS.     "  The  monks"  (a  race  of  filthy  animals,  to 

_•*  The  Moors  of  Spain,  who  fecretly  pre-         *'  Paganosqui  fuperfunt,  quanquam  jam 

ferved  the  Mahometan  religion,  above  a  can-  nullos  efTe  credamus,  &c.     Cod.    Theodof. 

tury,   under  the  tyranny  of  the  Inquifition,  1.  xvi.    tit.  x.   leg.   22.    A.  D.  423.     The 

pofleflcd  the  Koran,  with  the  peculiar  ufe  of  younger  Theodofius  was  afterwards  fatisfied,  . 

the  Arabic  tongue.     See  the  curious  and  ho-  that  his  judgment  had  been  fomewhat  pre- 

neft  ftory  of  their  expulfion  in  Geddes  (Mif-  mature, 
«clknies,  vol.  i.  p.  i  — 198,). 

3  .  %vhom• 
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whom  Eunapius  is  tempted  to  refufe  the  name  of  men)  "  are  the 
•*'  authors  of  the  new  worihip,  Avhich,  in  the  place  of  thofe  deities, 
*'  who    arc  conceived  by  the    underftanding,    has   fubftituted   the 
*'  meaneil  and   moil  contemptible  flaves.     The  heads,  faked  and 
"  pickled,  of  thofe  infamous  malefadtors,  who  for  the  multitude  of . 
*'  their  crimes  have  fuiFered  a  juft  and  ignominious  death ;  their  . 
*'  bodies,  ftill  marked  by  the  impreffion  of  the  laih,  and  the  fears 
*'  of  thofe  tortures  which  were  infiidled  by  the  fentence  of  the  ma- 
"  giilrate;  fuch"   (continues  Eunapius)  "are  the  gods  which  the 
*'  earth  produces  in  our  days;  fuch  are  the  martyrs,  the  fupreme  . 
*'  arbitrators  of  our  prayers  and  petitions  to  the  Deity,  whofe  tombs 
"  are  now  confecrated  as  the  objeds  of  the  veneration  of  the  peo-  . 
*'  plc*^'."  Without  approving  the  malice,  it  is  natural  enough  to  ihare  . 
the  furprife,  of  the   Sophift,  the  fpedator  of  a  revolution,   which  . 
raifed  thofe  obfcure  vidims  of  the  laws  of  Rome,  to  tlae  rank  of  ce-  . 
Jeftial  and  invifible  protedors  of  the  Roman  empire.     The  grateful . 
refpeit  of  the  Chrillians  for  the  martyrs  of  the  faith,  was  exalted,  by 
time  and  vidtory,  into  religious  adoration ;  and  the  moil  illuftrious 
of  the  faints  and  prophets  were  defervedly  aiTociated  to  the  honours 
of  the  martyrs.     One  hundred  and  fifty   years   after  the  glorious  , 
deaths  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  the  Vatican  and  the  Oftian  road 
were  diPdnguiilied  by  the  tombs,  or  rather  by  the  trophies,  of  thofe  . 
fpiritual  heroes  *'.     In  the  age  which  followed  the  converfion  ot . 
Conftantine,  the  emperors,  the  confuls,  and  the  generals  of  armies, 
devoutly  vifited  tlie  fepulchres  of  a  tent-maker  and  a  fiiherman '° ; 

^'  See  Eunapius,  in  the  life  of  the  fophift  J"  Chryfoftom.  Quod  Chriftus  fit  Detis. 
^defius;  in  that  of  Euftathius  he  foretels  Tom.  i.  nov.  edit.  N"  9.  I  am  indebted  fur 
the  ruin  of  i'aganifm,  «a.  r,  ^Λ.ϊ.5, ,:«.  ccuL•     ^^is  quotation  to  Bcnedift  the  XlVth's  palfo- 

«ο  V>  ■      /        J  ϋ    ΓΙ.    TjT-fi    Τ7     1  Γ  Ι    •■       Γϊΐ   letuvoii   the  jubilee  of  the  year    1750, 
"9  Caius  (ap.ud  Eufeb.  Hift.   Ecclef.  I.  u.  \  .   .      ,  '^ 

c.  25.).  a  Roman  preibyter,   who   lived  i«     See  the  c.nous  and  cr.tertaining  letters  of  M. 

the  time  of  Zephyrinus  (A.  D.  zoi-jig.),     Chais,  torn,  m, 

is  an  early  witnefsof  this  fuperllitiouspraiaife,, 

.^  and 
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and  their  venerable  bones  were  depofited  under  the  altars  of  Chriil,    ^y^J^,^' 

Cn  which  the  biihops  of  the  royal  city  continually  oiFered  the  un-    ' » ^. 

bloody  facrifice  '".  The  new  capital  of  the  eaftern  world,  unable  to 
produce  any  ancient  and  domeftic  trophies,  was  enriched  by  the 
fpoils  of  dependent  pro^inces>  The  bodies  of  St.  Andrew,  St.  Luke, 
and  St,  Timothy,  had  repoied,  near  three  hundred  years,  in  the  ob- 
fcure  graves,  from  whence  they  were  tranfported,  in  folemn  pomp, 
to  the  church  of  the  Apoftles^  which  the  magnificence  of  Conftantine 
had  founded  on  the  banks  of  the  Thracian  Bofphorus  ''\  About  fifty 
years  afterwards,  the  fame  banks  were  honoured  by  the  prefence  of 
Samuel,  the  judge  and  prophet  of  the  people  of  IfraeL  His  aihes, 
depofited  in  a  golden  vafe,,  and  covered  with  a  filken  veil,  were  de- 
livered by  the  biihops  into•  each  others  hands.  The  relics  of  Samuel 
were  received  by  the  people,  with  the  fame  joy  and  reverence  which 
they  would  have  fnewn  to  the  living  prophet;  the  highwaySj  from 
Paleftine  to  the  gates  of  Conftantinople,  were  filled  with  an  uninter- 
rupted proceffion ;  and  the  emperor  Arcadius  himfelf,  at  the  head  of 
the  moil  illuftrious  members  of  the  clergy  and  fenate,  advanced 
to  meet  his  extraordinary  gueft,  who  had  always  deferved  and 
claimed  the  homage  of  kings  ".  The  example  of  Rome,  and  Con- 
ftantinople confirmed  the  faith  and  difcipline  of  the  Catholic  wci-ld. 
The  honours  of  the  iliints  aad  martyrs^  after  a  feeble-  and  inefiedual 
murmur  of  profime  reafon  '*,  were  univerially  eftablifhed  j  and   in 

the 

'■'  Male  facit  erg©  Romanus    epiicopus  ?  niiis  (Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  60.  N°  34.)  willies 

qui,    fuper  mortuoium   homiiuim.    Petri   &  to  believe,  and  Tillemont  is  forced  to  rejecl. 

PaulJ,  fecundum  nos,  ofla  veneranda  ....  St.  Andrew  was  adopted  as  the  fpiritual  foun- 

ofFert  Domino  facriticia,  et  tumiilos  eorum,  derof  Conftantinople   (iViem.  Ecclef.  torn.  i. 

Chrifti    arbitratur  altaria„     Jerom,  torn.   ii.  p.  317 — 323.   588—594.). 
adverf.  Vigilant,  p.  153.  73  jgrom  (com.  ii.  p.  122.)  pompouflyde- 

'^  Jerom  (torn.  ii.   p.  122.)   bears  witnefs  fcribes   the  tranilation  of  Samuel,  which  is 

to  thefe  tranllations,  which  are  neglefted  by  noticed  in  all  the  chronicle'  of  the  times, 
the  ecclefiaftical  hiftorians.     The  paffion  of        ^*  The  preibyter  Vigilantius,  the  protefl- 

St.  Andrew  at  Pacrx,  is  defcribed  in  .in  epif-  ant  of  his  age,  firmly,   though  ineffeftually, 

tie  from  tlie  clergy  of  Achaia,  which  Baro-  withilood  the  fuperftition  of  monks,  relics,. 

faints. 


φ 


General 

refleilions. 


I.  Falulous 
martyrs  and 
relics. 


THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 

the  age  of  Ambrofc  and  Jerom,  fomething  was  ftill  deemed  wanting 
to  the  fandity  of  a  Chriftian  church,  till  it  had  been  confecrated 
by  fome  portion  of  holy  relics,  which  fixed  and  inflamed  the  devo- 
tion of  the  faithful. 

In  the  long  period  of  twelve  hundred  year?,  which  elapfed  between 
the  reign  of  Conftantine  and  the  reformation  of  Luther,  the  wor- 
ihip  of  faints  and  relics  corrupted  the  pure  and  perfed  fimplicity  of 
the  Chriftian  model ;  and  fome  fymptoms  of  degeneracy  may  be  ob- 
ferved  even  in  the  firft  generations  which  adopted  and  cherillied  thi» 
pernicious  innovation. 

I.  The  fatisfadory  experience,  that  the  relics  of  faints  were  more 
valuable  than  gold  or  precious  ftones ",  ftimulated  the  clergy  to 
multiply  the  treafures  of  the  church.  AVithout  much  regard  for 
truth  or  probability,  they  invented  names  for  ikeletons,  and  adions 
for  names.  The  fame  of  the  apoftlcs,  and  of  the  holy  men 
•who  had  imitated  their  virtues,  was  darkened  by  religious  fidion. 
To  the  invincible  band  of  genuine  and  primitive  martyrs,  they 
added  myriads  of  imaginary  heroes,  M^ho  had  never  exifted,  except  in 
the  fancy  of  crafty  or  credulous  legendaries ;  and  there  is  reafon  to 
fufped,  that  Tours  might  not  be  the  only  diocefe  in  which  the  bones 
of  a  malefador  were  adored,  inftead  of  thofe  of  a  faint  '*.  A  fuper- 
ilitious  pradice,  which  tended  to  increafe  the  temptations  of  fraud, 


faints,  fafts,  &c.  for  which  Jerom  compares 
him  to  the  Hytira, Cerberus,  the  Centaurs, &c. 
and  cor  fillers  him  only  as  the  organ  of  the 
Dxmon  (torn.  ii.  p.  120-126.)-  Whoever 
will  perufe  the  controverfy  of  St.  Jerom  and 
Vigilantius,  and  St.  Auguftin's  ace&unt  of 
the  miracles  of  St.  Stephen,  may  fpeedily 
gain  fome  idea  of  the  fpiritof  tjie  Fathers. 

'5  M.  de  Beaufobrc  (ΗιΛ.  du  K^anichcifnie. 
torn.  ii.  p.  648.)  has  applied  a  worldly  fenfe 


to  the  pious  obfervation  of  the  clergy  of  Smyr- 
na, who  carefully  prelerved  the  relics  of  St. 
Polycarp  the  martyr. 

•''  Martin  of  Tours  (See  his  life,  c.  8.  by 
Sulpicius  Severus)  extorted  this  confeffion 
from  the  mouth  of  the  dead  man.  The  er* 
ror  is  allowed  to  be  natural ;  the  difcovery  is 
fuppofed  to  be  miraculous.  Which  of  the 
two  was  likely  to  happen  moft  frequently  ? 

and 
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and  credulity,  infenfibly  extlnguiflied  the  light  of  hiiloiy,  and  of    ^ίγνπτ^' 
reafon,  hi  the  Chriilian  world.  < — -^— __> 

II.  But  the  progrefs  of  fupcrftition  would  have  been  much  lefs  H•  Miracles. 
rapid  and  vldorious,  if  the  faith  of  the  people  had  not  been  affifted 
by  the  feafonable  aid  of  vifions  and  miracles,  to  afcertain  the  au- 
thenticity and  virtue  of  the  moil  fufpicious  relics.  In  the  reign  of 
the  younger  Theodofms,  Lucian",  a  prefbyter  of  Jerufalem,  and 
the  ecclefiaftical  minifter  of  the  village  of  Caphargamala,  about 
twenty  miles  from  the  city,  related  a  very  fmgular  dream,  which,  to 
remove  his  doubts,  had  been  repeated  on  three  fucceilive  Saturdays. 
A  venerable  figure  flood  before  him,  in  the  filence  of  the  night,  with 
a  long  beard,  a  white  robe,  and  a  gold  rod  ;  announced  himfelf  by 
the  name  of  Gamaliel,  and  revealed  to  the  aftoniilied  prefbyter, 
that  his  own  corpfe,  with  the  bodies  of  his  fon  Abibas,  his  friend 
Nicodemus,  and  the  illuftrious  Stephen,  the  firft  martyr  of  the 
Chriilian  faith,  were  fecretly  buried  in  the  adjacent  field.  He  added, 
with  fome  impatience,  that  it  was  time  to  releafe  himfelf,  and  his 
companions,  from  their  obfcure  prifon  ;  that  their  appearance  would 
be  falutary  to  a  diilreifed  world  ;  and  that  they  had  made  choice  of 
Lucian  to  inform  the  bifhop  of  Jerufalem  of  their  fituation,  and 
their  wlihes.  The  doubts  and  difficulties  which  flill  retarded  this 
important  difcovery,  were  fucceffively  removed  by  new  vifions  :  and 
the  ground  was  opened  by  the  bifhop,  in  the  prefence  of  an  innu- 
merable multitude.  The  coffins  of  Gamaliel,  of  his  fon,  and  of  his 
friend,  were  found  in  regular  order ;  but  when  the  fourth  coffin, 
which  contained  the  remains  of  Stephen,  \vas  fliewnto  the  light,  the 


"  Lucian  compofed  in  Greek  his  original  feveral  copies,  with  many  various  readings, 

narrative,  which  has  been  tranflated  by  Avi-  It  is  the  charafter  of"  falfehood  to  be  loofe 

tus,  and  publifhed  by  Baronius  (Anna!,  Ec-  and  in:onfiftent.     The  moil  incredible  parts 

clef.  A.  D.  415.  N°  7  — 16.).     The  Benedic-  of  the  legend  are  fmoothcd  and  foftened  by 

tine  editors  of  St.  Auguftin   have  given   (at  Tillemont  (Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  ii.  p.  9,  Sec). 
the  end  of  the  work  De  Civitate  Dei)  two 

Vol.  III.  Ο                                      cartU 
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CHAP,  earth  trembled,  and  an  odour,  fuch  as  that  of  paixidife,  was  fmelt^ 
^_  -.-  1'  which  inftantly  cured  the  various  difeafes  of  feventy-three  of  the 
affiftants.  The  companions  of  Stephen  were  left  in  their  peaceful 
refidence  of  Caphargamala :  but  the  relics  of  the  firft  martyr  were 
tranfported,  in  folemn  procefllon,  to  a  church  conftruited  in  their 
honour  on  Mount  Sion  ;  and  the  minute  particles  of  thofe  relics,  a 
drop  of  blood  '^  or  the  fcrapings  of  a  bone,  were  acknowledged, 
in  almoft  every' province  of  the  Roman  world,  to  poflefs  a  divine 
and  miraculous  virtue.  The  grave  and  learned  Auguftin  ",  whofe 
undcrilanding  fcarcely  admits  the  excufe  of  credulity,  has  attefted 
the  innumerable  prodigies  which  were  performed  in  Africa,  by  the 
relics  of  St.  Stephen  ;  and  this  marvellous  narrative  is  inferted  in  the 
/  elaborate  work  of  the  City  of  God,  which  the  biihop  of  Hippo  de- 
figned  as  a  folid  and  immortal  proof  of  the  truth  of  Chriftianity^ 
Auguftin  folemnly  declares,  that  he  has  feledled  thofe  miracles  only 
which  were  publicly  certified  by  the  perfons,  who  were  either  the 
objedts,  or  the  fpedlators,  of  the  power  of  the  martyr.  Many  pro- 
digies were  omitted,  or  forgotten  ;  and  Hippo  had  been  lefs  favour- 
ably treated  than  the  other  cities  of  the  province.  And  yet  the 
biihop  enumerates  above  feventy  miracles,  of  which  three  were  re- 
furredlions  from  the  dead,  in  the  fpace  of  two  years,  and  within  the 
limits  of  his  own  diocefe  '°.  If  we  enlarge  our  view  to  all  the 
diocefes,  and  all   the  faints,  of  the  Chriftian  world,  it   will  not  be 


'8  A  phial  of  St.  Stephen's  blood  was  an-  the  meritof  a  mai^iiificent  defign,  vigorouily, 

nually  liquefied  at  Naples,  till  he  was  fupcr-  and  not  unflcilfuliy,  executed, 
feded  by  St.  Januarius  (Ruinart.  Hill.  Perfe-         ^°  See  Auguftin  de  Civitat.  Dei,  1.  xxii.  c. 

cut.  Vandal,  p.  529.).  22.  and  the  Appendix,  which   contains  two 

"  Auguftin  compofed  the  two-and-twenty  books  of  St.  Stephen's  miracles,  by  Evodius, 

books  de  CivitateDei  in  the  fpace  of  thirteen  biftiop  of  Uzalis.  Freculphus  (apud  B.-'Jnage, 

years,   A.  D.  413  —  426    (Tilleinont,   Mem.  Hift.  desjuifs,  torn.  viii.  p.  249.)  has  preferved» 

Ecclef.  torn.  xiv.  p.  608,  &c.).  His  learning  a  Gallic  or  Spanilh  proverb,  "  Whoever  pre- 

is  too  often  borrowed,  and  his  arguments  are  "  tends  to  have  read  all  the  miracles  of  St. 

too  often  his  own  ;  bat  the  whole  work  claims  "  Stephen,  he  lies." 

eaf/ 


> 
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eafy  to  calculate  the  fables,  and  the  erroi-s,  which  iiTued  from  this  ^  ^^  ^  ^• 

inexhauilible  fource.     But  we  may  furely  be  allowed  to  obferve,  < ^-^^ 

that  a  miracle,  in  that  age  of  fuperftition  and'  credulity,  loft  its  name 
and  its  merit,  fince  it  could  fcarcely  be  confidered  as  a  deviation 
from  the  ordinary,  and  eftabliihed,  laws  of  nature. 

III.  The  innumerable  miracles,  of  which  the  tombs  of  the  mar-  ΠΙ.  Revivai 

of  polythe- 

tyrs  were  the  perpetual  theatre,  revealed  to  the  pious  believer  the  iim. 
aftual  ftate  and  conftltution  of  the  invlfible  v\Orld  ;  and  his  religious 
fpeculatioiis  appeared  to  be  founded  on  the  firm  bafis  of  fail  and 
experience.  Whatever  might  be  the  condition  of  vulgar  fouls,  in  the 
long  interval  betv.een  the  diflblution  and  the  refurredlion  of  their 
bodies,  it  Avas  evident  that  the  fuperior  fpirits  of  the  faints  and  mar- 
tyrs did  not  confume  that  portion  of  their  exiftence  in  filent  and 
inglorious  fleep  *'.  It  was  evident  (without  prefuming  to  determine 
the  place  of  their  habitation,  or  the  nature  of  their  felicity)  that  tliey 
enjoyed  the  lively  and  adtive  confcioufnefs  of  their  happinefs,  their 
virtue,  and  their  powers ;  and  that  they  had  already  fecured  the  poi• 
feflion  of  their  eternal  reward.  The  enlargement  of  their  intellec- 
tual faculties,  furpaffed  the  meafure  of  the  human  imagination  ;  fince 
it  was  proved  by  experience^  jthat  they  were  capable  of  hearing  and 
underftanding  the  various  petitions  of  their  numerous  votaries  ;  who, 
ia  the  fame  moment  of  time,  but  in  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the 
world,  invoked  the  name  and  afliftance  of  Stephen  or  of  Martin  ". 

^'  Burnet  (de  Statu  Mcrtuonim,  p.  56—  ubi  voluenint  adeiTe  prxfentes.     But  Jerom 

84.)  colleits  the  opinions  of  the  Fathers,  as  (torn.  ii.  p.  122.)  Iternly  refutes  this  hlafphe- 

far  as  they  afl'ert  the  fleep,  or  repofe,  of  hu-  my,     Tu    Deo    leges   pones  ?     Tu    apoftolis 

man   fouls   till   the   day  of  judgment.     He  vincula   injicies,    ut   ufque   ad    diem  judicii 

.afterwards  expofes  (p.  91,  &c.)  the  inconve•  teneantur  cuilodia,  nee  fint  cum  Domino  fuo; 

.niencies  which  mull  arife,  if  they  poiTeiTed  a  de   quibus  fcriptum   eft,  Sequuntur  Agnum 

mr  re  active  and  fenfible  exiftence.  quocunque  vadit.     Si  Agnus  ubique,  ergo, 

^*  Vigilantius  placed  the  fouls  of  the  pro-  et  hi,  -qui  cum  Agno  funt,   ubique  efte  cre- 

phets  and  martyrs,  either  in  the  bofom  of  dendi  funt.     Et  cum  diabolus  et  dsmoncs 

Abraham  (in  loco  refrigerii),  or  elfe  under  toto  vagentur  in  orbe,  i^tc. 
•the  altar  of  God.     Necpofie  fuis  tumulis  et 

Ο  2  The 
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CHAP.  The  confidence  of  their  petitioners  was  founclcd  on  the  pcrfuafion, 
«..-^v— — '  that  the  iiuntr.,  who  reigned  with  Chrift,  caft  an  eye  of  pity  upon 
earth  ;  that  they  were  warmly  interefted  in  the  profperity  of  the 
Catholic  church ;  and  that  the  individuals,  who  imitated  the  example 
of  their  faith  and  piety,  were  the  peculiar  and  favourite  objefts  of 
their  moil  tender  regard.  Sometimes,  indeed,  their  friendfliip  might 
be  influenced  by  confiderations  of  a  lefs  exalted  kind :  they  viewed, 
with  partial  afFedion,  the  places  which  had  been  confecrated  by  their 
birth,  their  refidence,  their  death,  their  burial,  or  the  μοΑείΠοη  of 
their  relics.  The  meaner  paflions  of  pride,  avarice,  and  revenge^ 
may  be  deemed  unworthy  of  a  celeftial  breaft ;  yet  the  faints  them- 
felves  condefcended  to  teftify  their  grateful  approbation  of  the  libe- 
rality of  their  votaries :  and  the  fharpeft  bolts  of  puniihment  were 
hurled  againft  thofe  impious  wretches,  who  violated•  their  magnificent 
ihrines,  or  difbelieved  their  fupernatural  power  ^^  Atrocious,  in- 
deed, muil  have  been  the  guilt,  and  ilrange  would  have  been  the 
fcepticifm,  of  thofe  men,  if  they  had  obftinately  refilled  the  proofs  of 
a  divine  agency,  which  the  elements,  the  whole  range  of  the  animal 
creation,  and  even  the  fubtlc  and  invifible  operations  of  the  human 
mind,  were  compelled  to  obey  '\  The  immediate,  and  almoft  in- 
ftantaneous,  effedts,  that  were  fuppofed  to  follow  the  prayer,  or  the 
offence,  fatisfied  the  Chriftians,  of  the  ample  rneafur^  of  favour  and 
authority,  which  the  faints  enjoyed  in  the  prefence  of  the  Supreme 
God  ;  and  it  feemed  almoft  fuperfluous  to  enquire,  whether  they 
were  continually  obliged  to  intercede  before  the  thiOne  of  grace  ;  or 
whether  they  might  not  be  permitted  to  exercife,  according  to  the 

«3  Fleury,  Difcours  far  I'Hift.   Ecclefiaf-  ing  the   obftinate  infidels   to   ftarve  among 

tique,  iii.   p.  80.  the   rocks,  &c.     See    the  original   letter  of 

'■*  At  Minorca,  the  relics  of  St.  Stephen  Severus  bilhop  of  Minorca  (ad  calcem    St. 

converted,  in  eight  days,  540  Jews;    with  Auguftin.  de  Civ.  Dei),  and  the  judicious 

the  help,  indeed,  of  fome  wholefome  feve-  remaxksof  Bafnage  (torn.  viii.  p.  245— 251.). 
rjties,  fuch  as  burning  the  fynagogue,  driv- 

diitatei 


monies 
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fubordinate  miniftiy.  The  imagination,  which  had  been  railed  by  s— -v — -* 
a  painful  efFort  to  the  contemplation  and  worfhip  of  the  Univerfal 
Caufe,  eagerly  embraced  fuch  inferior  objeils  of  adoration,  as  were 
more  proportioned  to  its  gi'ofs  conceptions  and  imperfedt  faculties^ 
The  fublime  and  fimple  theology  of  the  primitive  Chriftians  was 
gradually  corrupted ;  and  the  monarchy  of  heaven,  already  clouded 
by  metaphyfical  fubtleties,  was  degraded  by  the  introdudlion  of  a 
popular  mythology,  which  tended  to  reftore  the  reign  of  poly- - 
theifm  ^\ 

IV.  As  the  objeds  of  religion  were  gradually  reduced  to  ■  the  IV.  Intro- 
ilandard  of  the  imagination,  the  rites  and  ceremonies  were  introduced  pagan"cere- 
that  feemed  moft  powerfully  to  affe£t  the  fenfes  of  the  A'ulgar.  If, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  fifth'  century^*,  Tertullian,  orLadantius^',  had 
beenfuddenly  raifed  from  the  dead,  to  affift  at  thefeftlval  of  fome 
popular  faint,  or  martyr  °°  ;  they  would  have  gazed  with  ailonifh- 
ment,  and  indignation,  on  the  profane  fpedtacle,  which  had  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  pure  and  fpiritual  worihip  of  a  Chriftian  congregation. 
As  foon  as  the  doors  of  the  church  were  thrown  open,  they  muft 
have  been  offended  by  the  fmoke  of  incenfe,  the  perfume  of 
fioAvers,  and  the  glare  of  lamps  and  tapers,  which  diffufed,  at  noon- 
day, a  gawdy,  fuperfluous,   and,  in  their  opinion,    a   facrilegious 

**  Mr.  Hume  (ElTays,  vol.  ii.  p.  434.)  ob-  Tertullian,  Laftantius,  Arnobius,  &c.  is  (o 

ferves,  like  a  philofopher,  the   natural  flux  iA-Zi-i/w/y  pure  and  fpiritual,  that  their  decla- 

and  reflux  of  polytheifra  and  theifm.  niations  againll  the  Pagan,  fometimes  glance 

**  D'Aubigne  (See  his  own  Memoires,  p.  againft  the  Jewifli,  ceremonies. 
156—160.)  frankly  offered,  with  the  confent         ^°  Fauftus  theManichxan  accufes  the  Ca- 

of  the  Huguenot  minifl;ers,  to  allow  the  firll  tholics  of  idolatry.     Vertitis  idola  in  mar- 

400  years  as  the  rule  of  faith.     The  cardinal  tyres  .  .  .  quos  votis  fimilibus  colitis.     M.  - 

du   Perron    haggled    for  forty  years   more,  de  Beaufobre(Hift.  Critique  duManicheifme, 

which  were  indifcreetly  given.     Yet  neither  torn.  ii.  p.  629—700.),  a   Proteftant,   but  a 

party  would  have  found  their  account  in  this  philofopher,   has  reprefented,   with  candour 

foolifli  bargain.  and  learning,  the  introduaion  of  Chrifiiau 

*'  The  worihip  prailifed  and  inculcated  by  idolatry  in  the  fo.urth  and  fifth  centuries. 


light. 
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light.  If  they  approached  the  bahaftrade  of  the  altar,  they  made 
their  way  through  the  proilrate  crowd,  confifting,  for  the  moil 
part,  of  ftrangers  and  pilgrims,  who  reforted  to  the  city  on  the  vigil 
-of  the  feaft  ;  and  who  already  felt  the  ftrong  intoxication  of  fana- 
ticifm,  and,  perhaps,  of  wine.  Their  devout  kifles  were  imprinted 
on  the  walls  and  pavement  of  the  facred  edifice  ;  and  their  fervent 
prayers  were  directed,  whatever  might  be  the  language  of  their 
church,  to  the  bones,  the  blood,  or  the  afties  of  the  faint,  which 
were  ufually  concealed,  by  a  linen  or  filken  veil,  from  the  eyes  of 
the  vulgar.  The  Chriftians  frecj-uented  the  tombs  of  the  martyrs,  in 
the  hope  of  obtaining,  from  their  powerful  interceiTion,  every  fort 
of  fpiritual,  but  more  efpecially  of  'temporal,  bleffings.  They  im- 
plored the  prefervation  of  their  health,  or  the  cure  of  their  infii-mi- 
ties  ;  the  fruitfulnefs  of  their  barren  wives,  or  the  fafety  and  happi- 
nefs  of  their  children.  Whenever  they  undertook  any  diftant  or 
dangerous  journey,  they  requeiled,  that  the  holy  martyrs  would  be 
their  guides  and  protestors  on  the  road ;  and  if  they  returned,  with- 
out having  experienced  any  misfortune,  they  again  haftened.to  the 
tombs  of  the  martyrs,  to  celebrate,  with  grateful  thankfgivings,  their 
obligations  to  the  memory  and  rehcs  of  thofe  heavenly  patrons.  The 
walls  were  hung  round  with  fymbols  of  the  favours,  which  they  had 
received ;  eyes,  and  hands,  and  feyet,  of  gold  and  filver  :  and  edi- 
fying pi£tures,  \vhich  could  not  long  efcape  the  abufe  of  indifcreet 
or  idolatrous  devotion,  reprefented  the  image,  the  attributes,  and 
the  miracles  of  the  tutelar  faint  The  fame  uniform  original  fpirit 
of  fuperftition  might  fuggeft,  In  the  moil  diftant  ages  and  countries, 
the  fame  methods  of  deceiving  the  credulity,  and  of  affedling  the 
fenfes  of  mankind  ''.:  but  it  muft  ingenuouily  be  confeiTed,  that  the 


*«  The  rererriblance  of  fuperftition,  which  this  idea,  which  he  diftorts,  by  rendering  it 

could  not  l)e  imitated,  might  be  traced  from  too  general  and  abfolute  (Divine  Legation, 

Japan  to   Mexico.     Warburton    has    feized  vol.  iv.  p.  126,  &c.)• 

2  minifters 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  lo.^ 

mlnifters  of  the  Catholic  church  imitated  the  profane  model,  which  ''yivfrT^* 
they  were  impatient  to  deilroy.  The  moil  refpeftable  biihops  had  u..—,-  ^ 
perfuaded  themfelves,  that  the  ignorant  ruftics  would  more  cheerfully 
renounce  the  fuperilitions  of  Paganifm,  if  they  found  fome  refem- 
blance,  fome  compenfation,  in  the  bofom  of  Chriftianity.  The  reli- 
gion of  Conftantine  atchieved,  in  lefs  than  a  century,  the  final  con- 
queil  of  the  Roman  empire  :  but  the  vidlors  themfelves  were  infen- 
fibly  fubdued  by  the  arts  of  their  vanquifhed  rivals '°. 

9°  The  imitation  of  Paganifm  is  the  fubjeil  him  to  conned  (vol.  iii.  p.  120—132.)  the 
of  Dr.  Middleton's  agreeable  letter  from  hiftory  of  the  two  religions  j  and  to  prove 
Some.    Warburton's  animadverlions  obliged    the  antiquity  of  the  Chriftian  copy. 


CHAP. 
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Divifion  of 
the  empire 


CHAP.     XXIX. 


Final  ΏΙνΊβοη  of  the  Roman  Empire  between  the  Sons 
of  Theodofius, — Reign  cf  Arcadius  and  Ho7iorius. — 
Admintfraiio7t  of  Riifaiis  and  Stilicho, — Revolt  and 
Defeat  of  Gildo  in  Africa, 

CHAP.    nr-^HE   genius  of  Rome    expired  with  Theodorius ;  the  lafl:  of 

X     the  fucceflors  of  Auguftus  andConilantine,who  appeared  in  the 

field  at  the  head  of  their  armies,  and  whofe  authority  was  univerfalljr 

^TuTand"^'  acknowledged    throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  empire.     The 

Honorius,       memorv  of  his   virtues    ftill    continued,    however,  to    protedl   the 

j!inuary%'.     feeble  and  inexperienced  youth  of  his  two  fons.     After  the  death  of 

their  father,  Arcadius  and  Honorius  were  faluted,  by  the  unanimous 

confent  of  mankind,  as  the  lawful  emperors  of  the  Eaft,  and  of  the 

Weft  ;  and  the  oath  of  fidelity  was  eagerly  taken  by  every  order  of 

the  ftate ;  the  fenates  of  old  and  new  Rome,  the  clergy,  the  magif- 

trates,  the  foldiers,  and  the  people.     Arcadius,  who  then  was  about 

•eighteen  years  cf  age,  was  born  in  Spain,  in  the  humble  habitation 

of  a  private  family.     But  he  received   a  princely  education  in  the 

palace  of  Conftantinople  ;  and  his  inglorious  Ufe  was  fpent  in  that 

peaceful  and  fplendid  feat  of  royalty,  from  whence  he  appeared  to 

reign  over  the  provinces  of  Thrace,  Afia  Minor,  S)'ria,  and  Egypt, 

from  the  Lower  Danube  to  the  confines  of  Perfia  and  iEthiopia.  His 

younger  brother,  Honorius,  aifiimed,   in  the  eleventh  year  of  his 

I 
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age,  the  nominal  government  of  Italy,  Africa,  Gaul,  Spain,  and  CHAP. 
Britain  ;  and  the  troops,  which  guarded  the  frontiers  of  his  kingdom,  (_-.^,-l_> 
Avere  oppofed,  on  one  fide,  to  the  Caledonians,  and  on  the  other  to 
the  Moors.  The  great  and  martial  pra:fe6ture  of  Illyricum  was 
divided  between  the  two  princes  :  the  defence  and  polTeffion  of  the 
provinces  of  Noricum,  Pannonia,  and  Dalmatia,  ftill  belonged  to 
the  weftern  empire  ;  but  the  two  large  diocefes  of  Dacia  and  Ma- 
cedonia, AVhich  Gratian  had  entrufted  to  the  valour  of  Theodofius, 
Λγere  for  ever  united  to  the  empire  of  the  Eaft.  The  boundary  in 
Europe  was  not  very  different  from  the  line  which  now  feparates  the 
Germans  and  the  Turks ;  and  the  refpedive  advantages  of  territory, 
riches,  populoufnefs,  and  military  ftrength,  were  fairly  balanced  and 
compenfated,  in  this  final  and  permanent  divifion  of  the  Roman 
empii-e.  The  hereditary  fceptre  of  the  fons  of  Theodoiius  appeared 
to  be  the  gift  of  nature,  and  of  their  father ;  the  generals  and  mi- 
nifters  had  been  accuftomed  to  adore  the  riiajefty  of  the  royal  in- 
fants; and  the  army  and  people  were  not  admoniihed  of  their  rights, 
and  of  their  power,  by  the  dangerous  example  of  a  recent  eleilion. 
The  gradual  difcovery  of  the  weaknefs  of  Arcadius  and  Honorius, 
and  the  repeated  calamities  of  their  reign,  were  not  fuificient  to  ob- 
literate the  deep  and  early  inipreffions  of  loyalty.  The  fubjeds 
of  Rome,  who  ftill  reverenced  the  perfons,  or  rather  the  names, 
of  their  fovereigns,  beheld,  with  equal  abhorrence,  the  rebels 
\vho  oppofed,  and  the  minifters  who  abufed,  the  authoiity  of  the 
throne. 

Theodofius  had  tarniihed  the  glory  of  his  reign  by  the  elevation   Charafler 
of  Rufinus;  an  odious  favourite,  who,  in  an  age  of  civil  and  reli-   firationof 
gious  fadion,    has  deferved,  from   every  party,  the  imputation  of  A^D.^i'so— 
every  crime.     The   ilrong  impulfe   of  ambition  and   avarice  '  had   39S• 

urged     - 

"  Aledlo,    envioas  of  the  public  felicity,     eommends    her  pupil  Rufinus,   and  excites 

convenes   an  infernal  fynod.      Mega;ra  re-     him  to  deeds  of  miichief,  &c.     But  there  is 

Vol.  III.  Ρ  as 
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^  ^ J^  ^•     urged  Rufinus  to  abandon  his  native  country,  an  obfcure  corner  of 

« «/—— '    Gaul  \   to  advance  his  fortune  in  the  capital  of  the  Eafi: :  the  talent 

of  bold  and  ready  elocution  ^  qualified  him  to  fucceed  in  the  lu- 
crative profeifion  of  the  law;  and  his  fuccefs  in  that  profeiTion  was 
a  regular  ftep  to  the  moft  honourable  and  important  employments  of 
the  ilate.  He  w^as  raifed,  by  juft  degrees,  to  the  ftation  of  mafter 
of  the  offices.  In  the  exei'cife  of  his  various  functions,  fo  ef- 
fentially  connefted  with  the  whole  fyftem  of  civil  government,  he 
acquired  the  confidence  of  a  monarch,  who  foon  difcovered  his  dili- 
gence and  capacity  in  bufinefs,  and  who  long  remained  ignorant  of 
the  pride,  the  malice,  and  the  covetoufnefs  of  his  difpofition.  Thefe 
vices  wevQ  concealed  beneath  the  maik  of  profound  diffimulatiou  "*  j 
his  paffions  were  fubfervient  only  to  the  paffions  of  his  mafter :  yet, 
in  the  horrid  maifacre  of  TheiTalonica,  the  cruel  Rufinus  inflamed 
the  fury,  without  imitating  the  repentance,  of  Theodofius.  The 
minifter,  who  viewed  with  proud  indifference  the  reft  of  mankind, 
never  forgave  the  appearance  of  an  injury  ;  and  his  perfonal  ene- 
mies had  forfeited,  in  his  opinion,  the  merit  of  all  public  fervices. 
Promotus,  the  mafter-general  of  the  infantry,  had  faved  the  empire 
from  the  invafion  of  the  Oftrogoths;  but  he  indignantly  fupported 
the  pre-eminence  of  a  rival,  whofe  charailer  and  profeffion  he  de- 
fpifed  ;  and,  in  the  midft  of  a  public  council,  the  impatient  foldier 
was  provoked  to  chaftife  with  a  blow  the  indecent  pride  of  the  fa- 
vourite. This  a£t  of  violence  was  reprefented  to  the  emperor  as  an 
infult,  which  it  was  incumbent  on  bis  dignity  to  refent.  The  dif- 
grace  and  exile  of  Promotus  were  fignified  by  a  peremptory  order, 

as  much  diiFerence  between  Claudian's  fury  nia,  now  a  fmall  village  of  Gafcony   (d'An- 

and  that  of  Virgil,  as  between  the  charadlers  ville,  Notice  de  I'Ancienne  Gaule,  p.  289.)• 

ofTurnus  and  Rufinus.  ^  Philoftorgius,  1.  xi.  c.  3.  with  Godefroy's 

*  It  is  evident  (Tillemont,  Hift.  des  Emp.  Difiert.  p.  440. 

torn.  V.  p.  770. )>  though  de  Marca  is  aihamed  *  A  paflage  of  Suidas  is  exprefllvc  of  his 

of  his  countryman,   that  Rufinus  was  born  profound  diflimulation  J  iSaOuj/wftii»  atejw^iro?  χα» 

3t  Rlufa,  the  metropolis  of  Novempopula-  Kfw[nt.;. 

6  to 
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to  repair,  without  delay,  to  a  military  ftation  on  the  banks  of  the  ^Jtj'l^" 
Danube:  and  the  death  of  that  general  (though  he  was  flain  in  a  * — -.>r-~ ' 
ikirmiih  with  the  Barbarians)  was  imputed  to  the  perfidious  arts  of 
Rufinus  ^  The  facrifice  of  an  hero  gratified  his  revenge ;  the 
honours  of  the  confulihip  elated  his  vanity;  but  his  power  was  ftill 
imperfeft  and  precarious,  as  long  as  the  important  pofts  of  prjefedt 
of  the  Eaft,  and  of  pr^efedl  of  Conftantinople,  were  filled  by  Ta- 
tian  *,  and  his  fon  Proculus ;  whofe  united  authority  balanced,  for 
fome  time,  the  ambition  and  fixvour  of  the  mailer  of  the  offices.  The 
two  priefedts  were  accufed  of  rapine  and  corruption  in  the  admini- 
ftration  of  the  laws  and  finances.  For  the  trial  of  thefe  illuf- 
trious  offenders,  the  emperor  conftituted  a  fpecial  commiiTion  :  feve- 
ral  judges  were  named  to  fhare  the  guilt  and  reproach  of  injuftice  ; 
but  the  right  of  pronouncing  fentence  was  referred  to  the  prefident 
alone,  and  that  prefident  was  Rufinus  himfelf  The  father,  ftripped 
of  the  prcxfeiflure  of  the  Eaft,  was  thrown  into  a  dungeon ;  but  the 
fon,  confcious  that  few  minifters  can  be  found  innocent,  where  an  ene- 
my is  their  judge,  had  fecretly  efcaped  ;  and  Rufinus  muft  have  been 
fatisfied  with  the  leaft  obnoxious  vidtim,  if  defpotifm  had  not  conde- 
fcended  to  employ  the  bafeft  and  moft  ungenerous  artifice.  The 
profecution  was  condudled  with  an  appearance  of  equity  and  mo- 
deration, which  flattered  Tatian  with  the  hope  of  a  favourable  event ; 
his  confidence  was  fortified  by  the  folemn  aflurances,  and  perfidious 
oaths,  of  the  prefident,  who  prefumed  to  interpofe  the  facred  name 
of  Theodofius  himfelf ;  and  the  unhappy  father  was  at  laft  perfuaded 
to  recal,  by  a  private  letter,    the  fugitive  Proculus.     He  was  in- 

*  Zofimus,  1.  iv.  p.  273,  273.  of  oppreiling  the  Car/<*.     The  conneftion  of 

•  Zofimus,  who  defcribes  the  fall  of  Ta-  Tatian  with  the  Arians,  while  he  was  prcefeft 
tian  and  his  fon  (1.  iv.  p.  273,  274.),  afferts  of  Egypt  (A.  D.  373.).  inclines  Tillemont 
their  innocence:  and^ven  ^V  teftimony may  to  believe  that  he  was  guilty  of  every  crime 
outweigh  the  charges  of  their  enemies  (Cod.  (Hift.  des  Emp.  torn.  V.  p.  3:60,^  Mep^'  Ecclef. 
Theodof.  iv.  p.tom.  489.),  who  accufe  them  tom.  vi.  p.  589.).    ,,1^.,^'^ ,,,,',  \ ',_, 

Ρ  2  ftantly 
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CHAP,    ftantlv  felzed,  examined,  condemned,  and  beheaded,  in  one  of  the 

XXIX. 
' « — — ^    fuburbs  of  Conftantinople,  with  a  precipitation  which  difappointed 

the  clemency  of  the  emperor.  Without  refpeding  the  misfortunes 
of  a  confuhir  fenator,  the  cruel  judges  of  Tatian  compelled  him  to 
behold  the  execution  of  his  fon  :  the  fatal  cord  was  faftened  round 
his  ΟΛνη  neck  ;  but  in  the  moment  when  he  expeded,  and  perhaps 
defired,  the  relief  of  a  fpeedy  death,  he  was  permitted  to  confume 
the  miferable  remnant  of  his  old  age  in  poverty  and  exile  \  The 
puniihment  of  the  two  prsefeds  might,  perhaps,  be  excufed  by  the 
exceptionable  parts  of  their  own  condudl ;  the  enmity  of  Rufiuus 
might  be  palliated  by  the  jealous  and  unfociable  nature  of  ambition. 
But  he  indulged  a  fpirit  of  revenge,  equally  repugnant  to  prudence 
and  to  juftice,  when  he  degraded  their  native  country  of  Lycia,  from 
the  rank  of  Roman  provinces ;  ftigmatifed  a  guiltlefs  people  with  a 
mark  of  ignominy ;  and  declared,  that  the  countrymen  of  Tatian 
and  Proculus  ihould  for  ever  remaip  incapable  of  holding  any  em- 
ployment of  honour  or  advantage,  under  the  Imperial  government  °, 
The  new  prEefed  of  the  Eail  (for  Rufinus-  inftantly  fucceeded  to 
thf  vacant  honours  of  his  adveriliry)  was  not  diverted,  however,  by 
the  moil  criminal  purfuits,  from  the  performance  of  the  religious 
duties,  Avhich  in  that  age  were  confidered  as  the  moft  eflential  to 
falvation.  In  the  fuburb  of  Chalcedon,  furnamed  the  Oak^  he  had 
built  a  magnificent  villa ;  to  which  he  devoutly  added  a  ftately 
church,  confecrated  to  the  apoftles  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  and  con- 

7  Juvenum  rorantia  colla  by  Arcadius  (A.D.  396. ),  In  the  Theodofian 

Ante  patrum  vultus   ftriita  cecidere  fecuri.  Code,  1.  ix.  tit.  xxxviii.  leg.  9.     The  fenfe, 

Ibat  grand.-Ei'us  nato  moriente  fuperlles  as  it  is  explained  by  Claudian   (in  Rufin.  i. 

Poft  trabeas  exful.  234•)    3"•^  Godefroy   (torn.  iii.   p.  279.),  is 

In  Rufin.  i.  248.  perfeftly  clear. 

The  fads  of  Zofimus   explain    the  alluftons  Exfcindere  cives 

of  Claudian  ;  but  his  clailic  interpreters  were         Funditus  ;  et  nomen  gentis  delere  laborat. 

ignorant  of  the  fourth  century.     The /aial  The   fcruples    of    Pagi  and   Tillemont  can 

tor/i,  I  found,  with  the  help  of  Tillemont,  arife  only  from  their  zeal  for  the  glory  of 


in  afermon  of  St.   Afierius  of  Amafea.  Theodofius, 

This  odious  law  is  recited,  and  repealed, 

5 


tinually 
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tinually  fanitified  by  the  prayers,  and  pennance,  of  a  regular  fociety  CHAP, 
of  monks.  A  numerous,  and  almoft  general,  fynod  of  the  biihops  of  v_— v-1^ 
the  eaftern  empire  was  fummoned  to  celebrate,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
dedication  of  the  church,  and  the  baptifm  of  the  founder.  This  double 
ceremony  was  performed  Λvith  extraordinary  pomp  ;  and  when  Ru- 
finus  was  purified,  in  the  holy  font,  from  all  the  fins  that  he  had 
hitherto  committed,  a  venerable  hermit  of  Egypt  rafhly  propofed 
himfelf  as  the  fponfor  of  a  proud  and  ambitious  ftatefman '. 

The  charafter  of  Theodofius  impofed  on  his  minifter  the  tailc  of  He  oppreffe* 
hypocrify,  which  difguifed,  and  fometimes  reikained,  the  abufe  of  t^D^'^g. 
power ;  and  Rufmus  was  apprehenfive  of  difturbing  the  indolent 
{lumber  of  a  prince,  ftill  capable  of  exerting  the  abilities,  and  the 
virtue,  which  had  raifed  him  to  the  throne ".  But  the  abfence, 
and,  foon  aftertvards,  the  death,  of  the  emperor,  confirmed  the  ab- 
folute  authority  of  Rufinus  over  the  perfon  and  dominions  of  Arca- 
dius  ;  a  feeble  youth,  whom  the  imperious  prasfedl  confidered  as  his 
pupil,  rather  than  his  fovereign.  Regardlefs  of  the  public  opinion, 
he  indulged  his  paffions  without  remorfe,  and  without  refiftance  • 
and  his  malignant  and  rapacious  fpirit  rejedted  every  paifion  that 
might  have  contributed  to  his  own  glory,  or  the  happinefs  of 
the  people.     His  avarice  ",  which  feems  to  have  prevailed,  in  his 

9  Ammonius  .   .  .   Rufinum  propriis   ma-  vvifiies,  of  the  prince,  or  his  minifters.     This, 

nibus  fufcepit  facro  fonte  mundatum.     See  I  am  afraid,   is  a  juft,    though  mortifying, 

Rofweyde's  Vlti  Patrum,  p.  947.     Sozomen  canon  of  criticifm. 
(1.  viii.  c.  17.)  mentions  the  church  and  mo- 
naftery;   and  Tillemont  (Mem.  Ecclef.  tom.  „     ,    .  .„ 

ix.  p.  593.)  records  this  fynod.  in  which  St.  ^^P'"'  '"^  "'°'"  "^1""" 

Gregory  of  Nyil'a  performed  a  confpicuous 


fludlibus  auri 


part, 


°  Montefquieu  (Efprit  des  Loix,    1.  xii.  rapinas 


Congefta;   cumulantur    opes;    orbifqu 


Accipit  una  domus- 


c.  12.)  praifes  one  of  the  laws  of  Theodofit 

addreffed  to  the  pracfeft  Rufinus  (1.  ix.  tit.  iv.  This  charadler  (Claudian.  in  Rufin.  i.  184— 

leg.  unic),  to  difcourage  the  profecution  of  220.)  is  confirmed  by  Jerom,  a  difmterefted 

trcafonable,  or  facriiegious,  words.      A  ty-  witnefs   (dedecus  infatiabilis  avaritise,  tom.  i. 

rannical  ftatute  always  proves  the  exiftence  of  ad   Heliodor.   p.  26.),    by  Zofimus    (1.  v. 

tyranny:  but  a  laudable  edlft  may  only  con-  P•  286.),    and  by  Suidas,    who  copied  the 

tain  the  fpecious  profeffions,   or  ineffedual  hillory  of  Eunapius. 

corrupt 
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corrupt  mind,  over  every  other  fentiment,  attraGed  the  v^'-ealth  of  tbc 
Eaft,  by  the  various  arts  of  partial,  and  general,  extortion  ;  oppref- 
five  taxes,  fcandalous  bribery,  immoderate  fines,  unjuil  confifcations, 
forced  or  fiditious  teftaments,  by  which  the  tyrant  defpoiled  of  their, 
lawful  inheritance  the  children  of  ftrangers,  or  enemies ;  and  the 
public  fale  of  juilice,  as  well  as  of  favour,  which  he  inRituted  in  the 
palace  of  Conftantinople.  The  ambitious  candidate  eagerly  folicited, 
at  the  expence  of  the  faireft  part  of  his  patrimony,  the  honours  and 
emoluments  of  fome  provincial  government :  the  lives  and  fortunes 
of  the  unhappy  people  were  abandoned  to  the  moil  liberal  purchafer; 
and  the  public  difcontent  was  fometimes  appeafed  by  the  facrifice  of 
an  unpopular  criminal,  whofe  punifhment  was  profitable  only  to  the 
pra:fed:  of  the  Eaft,  his  accomplice  and  his  judge.  If  avarice  were 
not  the  blindeft  of  the  human  paffions,  the  motives  of  Rufinus  might 
excite  our  curiofity ;  and  we  might  be  tempted  to  inquire,  with  what 
view  he  violated  every  principle  of  humanity  and  juftice,  to  accu- 
mulate thofe  immenfe  treafures,  which  he  could  not  fpend  without 
folly,  nor  poifefs  without  danger.  Perhaps  he  vainly  imagined,  that 
he  laboured  for  the  intereft  of  an  only  daughter,  on  whom  he  in- 
tended to  beftow  his  royal  pupil,  and  the  auguft  rank  of  Emprefs  of 
the  Eaft.  Perhaps  he  deceived  himfelf  by  the  opinion,  that  his  ava- 
rice was  the  inftrument  of  his  ambition.  He  afpired  to  place  his 
ibrtune  on  a  fecure  and  independent  bafis,  which  fhould  no  longer 
depend  on  the  caprice  of  tlie  young  emperor ;  yet  he  negleded  to 
conciliate  the  hearts  of  the  foldiers  and  people,  by  the  liberal  diftri- 
bution  of  thofe  riches,  which  he  had  acquired  with  fo  much  toil,  and 
with  fo  much  guilt.  The  extreme  parfimony  of  Rufinus  left  him 
only  the  reproach,  and  envy,  of  ill-gotten  wealth ;  his  dependents 
fervcd  him  without  attachment ;  the  univerfal  hatred  of  mankind 
was  repreifed  only  by  the  influence  of  fervile  fear.  The  fate  of  Lu- 
•cian  proclaimed  to  the  Eaft,  that  the  prsefed,  whofe  induftry  was 

muck 
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much  abated  in  the  difpatch  of  ordinary  bufmefs,  was  adive  and  CHAP. 
indefatigable  in  the  purfuit  of  revenge.  Lucian,  the  fon  of  the  prx-  <_  .-.~.,-^ 
fed  Florentius,  the  oppreiTor  of  Gaul,  and  the  enemy  of  Julian,  had 
employed  a  confiderable  part  of  his  inheritance,  the  fruit  of  rapine 
and  coiTuption,  to  purchafe  the  friendfhip  of  Rufinus,  and  the  high 
office  of  Count  of  the  Eaft.  But  the  new  magiftrate  imprudently 
departed  from  the  maxims  of  the  court,  and  of  the  times  ;  difgraced 
his  benefadtor,  by  the  contrail  of  a  virtuous  and  temperate  admini- 
ftration;  and  prefumed  to  refufe  an  a£t  of  injuftice,  which  might 
have  tended  to  the  profit  of  the  emperor's  uncle.  Arcadius  was  eafily 
perfuaded  to  refent  the  fuppofed  infult ;  and  the  prxfedl  of  the  Eaft 
refolved  to  execute  in  perfon  the  cruel  vengeance,  which  he  medi- 
tated againft  this  ungrateful  delegate  of  his  power.  He  performed 
with  inceflant  fpeed  the  journey  of  feven  or  eight  hundred  miles, 
from  Conftantinople  to  Antioch,  entered  the  capital  of  Syria  at  the 
dead  of  night,  and  fpread  univerfal  confternation  among  a  people, 
ignorant  of  his  defign,  but  not  ignorant  of  his  character.  The 
count  of  the  fifteen  provinces  of  the  Eaft  was  dragged,  like  the  vileft 
malefador,  before  the  arbitrary  tribunal  of  Rufinus.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  cleareft  evidence  of  his  integrity,  which  was  not  impeached 
even  by  the  voice  of  an  accufer,  Lucian  Avas  condemned,  ahnoft 
without  a  trial,  to  fuffer  a  cruel  and  ignominious  punlihment.  The 
minifters  of  the  tyrant,  by  the  order,  and  in  the  prefence,  of  their 
mafter,  beat  him  on  the  neck  with  leather  thongs,  armed  at  the 
extremities  with  lead  ;  and  when  he  fainted  under  the  violence  of 
the  pain,  he  was  removed  in  a  clofe  litter,  to  -conceal  his  dying 
agonies  from  the  eyes  of  the  indignant  city.  No  fooner  had  Rufinus 
perpetrated  this  inhuman  ad,  the  fole  objed  of  his  expedition,  than 
he  returned,  amidft  the  deep,  and  filent,  curfes  of  a  trembling  people, 
from  Antioch  to  Conftantinople ;    and  his  diligence  was  accelerated» 

by 
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CHAP,    by  the  hope  of  accompliihlng,   without  delay,   the  nuptials  of  his 

« . '   daughter  with  the  emperor  of  the  Eaft  '\ 

He  15  difap-         But  Rufinus  foon  experienced,  that  a  prudent  minifter  Ihould  con- 
ihe"marriage  ftantly  fecure  his  royal  captive  by  the  ftrong,  though  imdfible,  chain 
Λ  ο'^^ίο?!'    °^  ^^^^*• '    ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  merit,  and  much  more  eafily  the  favour,  of 
April  27.      the   abfent,   are   obliterated  in   a    ihort  time    from   the  mind  of   a 
weak  and  capricious  fovcreign.     While  the  pra^fed  fatiated  his  re- 
venge  at  Antioch,    a    fecret    confpiracy   of  the  faAOurite    eunuchs, 
diredled    by    the    great    chamberlain    Eutropius,    undermined     his 
power    in    the  palace    of    Conftantinople.      They   difcovered    that 
Arcadius  was  not  inclined  to  love  the  daughter    of  Rufinus,  who 
had  been  chofen,  without  his  confent,  for  his  bride ;   and  they  con- 
trived to  fubftitute  in  her  place  the  fair  Eudoxia,  the  daughter  of 
Bauto  '\  a  general  of  the  Franks  in  the  fervice  of  Rome ;  and  who 
was  educated,  fmce  the  death  of  her  father,  in  the  family  of  the  fons 
of  Promotus.     The  young  emperor,  whofe  chaftity  had  been  ilridly 
guarded  by  the  pious  care  of  his  tutor  Arfenius  '*,  eagerly  liftened  to 
the  artful  and  flattering  defcriptions  of  the  charms  of  Eudoxia  :  he 
gazed  with  impatient  ardour  on  her  pidture,  and  he  underftood  the 
neceifity  of  concealing  his  amorous  defigns  from  the  knowledge  of  a 
minifter,  who  was  fo  deeply  interefted  to  oppofe  the  confummation 
of  his  happinefs.     Soon  after  the  return  of  Rufinus,  the  approaching 
ceremony  of  the  royal  nuptiils  was  announced  to  the  people  of  Con- 

Ί Cstera  fegnis ;  Frank.      See  Tillenjont,    Hift.    des  Empe- 

Ad  facinus  velox ;    penitus  regione  re-  reurs,  torn.  v.  p.yyi- 

niotas  "■    Arfenius  efcaped   from    the  palace    of 

Impiger  ire  vias.  Conllantinople,  and  pafied  fifty-fn'e  ye.ars  in 

.  .  rigid  pennance  in  the  monafteries  of  Egypt. 

This  allufion  of  Claudian  (in  Rufin.  1.241.)  SceTiUemont,    Mem.    Ecdef.    torn.   xiv. 

is  again  explained  by  the  circumftantial  nar-  676-702.;    and    Fleury,    Hift.    Ecclef. 

rativeof  Zofimus  (1.  V.  p.  288,  289.). 

"  Zofimus  (1.  iv.  p.  243.)  praifes  the  va-  of  authentic  materials,  has  given  too  much 

lour,  prudence,  and  integrity,  of  Bauto  the  credit  to  the  legend  of  Metaphraftes. 


torn.  V.  p.  I,  &c. :    but  the  latter,  for  want 
iven  too  much 

"iraftes. 

ftai>tinople, 
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ftaatiaople,  who  prepared  to  celebrate,  with  falfc  and  hollow  accla-    ^  HA  P. 

mations,  the  fortune  of  his  daughter.     A  fpleaJid  train  of  eunuclis    \ ^ j 

and  officers  iifued,  in  hymeneal  pomp,  from  the  gates  of  the  palace ; 
bearing  aloft  the  diadem,  the  robes,  and  the  ineftimable  ornaments, 
of  the  future  emprefs.  The  folemn  proceflion  paiTed  through  the 
ilreets  of  the  city,  which  were  adorned  with  garlands,  and  filled  with 
fpeilators ;  ^but,  when  it  reached  the  houfe  of  the  fons  of  Promotus, 
the  principal  eunuch  refpedtfully  entered  the  manfion,  invefted  the 
fair  Eudoxia  Avith  the  Imperial  robes,  and  condu£led  her  in  triumph 
to  the  palace  and  bed  of  Arcadius  '^  The  fecrecy,  and  fuccefs,  with 
which  this  confpiracy  againil  Rufinus  had  been  conduced,  imprinted 
a  mark  of  indelible  ridicule  on  the  charader  of  a  minifter,  who  had 
fuffered  himfelf  to  be  deceived,  in  a  poft  where  the  arts  of  deceit  and 
diffimulation  conftitute  the  moil  diftinguiflied  merit.  He  confidered, 
with  .a  mixture  of  indignation  and  fear,  the  viftory  of  an  afpiring 
eunuch,  who  had  fecretly  captivated  the  favour  of  his  fovereign ; 
and  the  difgrace  of  his  daughter,  whofe  intereil  was  infeparably  con- 
nedled  with  his  own,  wounded  the  tendernefs,  or,  at  leaft,  the  pride, 
of  Rufinus.  At  the  moment  when  he  flattered  himfelf  that  he  ihould 
become  the  father  of  a  line  of  kings,  a  foreign  maid,  who  had  been 
educated  in  the  houfe  of  his  implacable  enemies,  was  introduced  into 
the  Imperial  bed ;  and  Eudoxia  foon  difplayed  a  fuperiority  of  fenfe 
and  fpirit,  to  improve  the  afcendant  which  her  beauty  muft  acquire 
over  the  mind  of  a  fond  and  youthful  hufband.  The  emperor  would 
foon  be  inftrucled  to  hate,  to  fear,  and  to  deftroy,  the  powerful  fub- 
jed,  whom  he  had  injured ;  and  the  confcioufnefs  of  guilt  deprived 
Rufinus  of  every  hope,  either  of  fafety  or  comfort,  in  the  retirement 
of  a  private  life.     But  he  ftill  pofieiTed  the  moft  eiFeftual  means  of 

'5  This  ftory  (Zofimus,  1,  v.  p.  290.)  /wa-J^  condufted  from  the  houfe  of  her  pa- 
proves  that  the  hymeneal  rites  of  antiquity  rents  to  that  of  her  huiband.  Oar  form'  of 
were  Hill  praitifed,  without  idolatry,  by  the  marriage  requires,  with  lefs  delicacy,  tiie 
Chriftians  of  the  Eaft  ;    and  the  bride  was  exprefs  and  public  confent  of  a  virgin. 

Vol.  IIL  Q^  defending 
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CHAP,    defending  his  dignity,  and  perhaps  of  oppreiTing  his  enemies.     The 

V— .; '    prccfedl  ilill  exercifed  an  uncontrouled  authority  over  the  civil  and 

mihtary  government  of  the  Eaft :  and  his  treafures,  if  he  could  refolve 
to  ufe  them,  might  be  employed  to  procure  proper  initruments,  for 
the  execution  of  the  blackeft  defigns,  that  pride,  ambition,  and  re- 
venge, could  fuggeft  to  a  defperate  ftatefman.  The  chara£i:er  of 
Rufinus  feemed  tojuilify  the  accuiluions,  that  he  confpired  againft 
the  perfon  of  his  fovereign,  to  feat  himfelf  on  the  vacant  throne  ;  and 
that  he  had  fecretly  iavited  the  Huns,  and  the  Goths,  to  im'^ade  the- 
provinces  of  the  empire,  and  to  ihcreafe  the  public  confufion.  The 
fubtle  prxfedt,  whofe  life  had  been  fpent  in  the  intrigues  of  the  pa- 
lace, oppofed,  with  equal  arms,  the  artfuF  meafures  of  the  eunuch 
Eutropius ;  but  the  timid  foul  of  Rufinus  was,  aftoniihed  by  the 
hoftile  approach  of  a  more  formidable  rival,  of  the  great  Stilicho,, 
the  general,  or  rather  the  mailer,  of  the  empire  of  the  Weil'*. 
Charaaerof  The  celcilial  gift,  which  Achilles  obtained,  and  Alexander  en- 
minifter'  and  vlfd,  of  a  poet  Λvorthy  to  celebrate  the  adlions  of  heroes,  has  been 
fhe"  WellCTn  enjoyed  by  Stilicho,  in  a  much  higher  degree  than  might  have  been 
empire..  expeded  from  the  declining  ilate  of  genius,  and  of  art.  The  mufe 
of  Claudian  '\  devoted  to  his  fei-vice,  was  always  prepared  to  ftig- 
matiie  his  adveriaries,  Rufinus,  or  Eutropius,  with  eternal  infamy  ;. 
or  to  paint,  in  the  moil  fplendid  colours,  the  vidtories,  and  virtues,, 
of  a  powerful  benefaftor.  In  the  review  of  a  period  indifferently 
fupplied  with  authentic  materials,  we  cannot  refufe  to  illuilrate  the 
annals  of  Honorius,  from  the  invedives,  or  the  panegyrics,  of  a 
contemporary  writer ;  but  as  Claudian  appears  to  have  indulged  the 
moil  ample  privilege  of  a  poet,  and  a  courtier,  feme  criticilm   will 

"  Zofimus  (I.  V.  p.  290.),  Orofius  (1.  vii.  '''  Stilicho,  dircilly,  or  indireftly,  is  the 
c.  37.),  and  the  Chronicle  of  Marcellinuf.  perpetual  theme  of  Claudian.  The  youth, 
Claudian  (in  Rufin.  il.  7—100.)  paints,  in  and  private  life  of  the  hero,  are  vaguely  ex- 
lively  colours,  the  dillrefs  and  guilt  of  the  preffed  in  the  poem  on  his  firft  confulihip, 
prxfeft.  35—140, 

be 
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'be  requillte  to  tranflate  the  language  of  iidion,  or  exaggeration,  into 
the  truth  and  fimpUcity  of  hiftoric  profc.  His  filence  concerning  the 
family  of  Stilicho  may  be  admitted  as  a  proof,  that  his  patron  was 
neither  able,  nor  dehrous,  to  boail  of  a  long  feries  of  illuilrious  pro- 
genitors ;  and  the  flight  mention  of  his  father,  an  officer  of  Barba- 
rian cavalry,  in  the  fervice  of  Valens,  feems  to  countenance  the 
aifertion,  that  the  general,  who  fo  long  commanded  the  armies  of 
Rome,  v,-as  defcended  from  the  iiivage  and  perfidious  race  of  the 
Vandals  '\  If  Stilicho  had  not  pofleiTed  the  external  advantages  of 
ftrength  and  ftature,  the  moil  flattering  bard,  in  the  prefence  of  fo 
many  thoufand  fpedators,  would  have  hefitated  to  affirm,  that  he 
furpafled  the  meafure  of  the  demi-gods  of  antiquity  ;  and,  that 
whenever  he  moved,  with  lofty  fteps,  through  the  flreets  of  the  ca- 
pital, the  aftoniihed  crowd  made  room  for  the  ftranger,  who  difplayed, 
in  a  private  condition,  the  awful  majeftyof  a  hero.  From  his  earlieft 
youth  he  embraced  the  profeffion  of  arms  ;  his  prudence  and  valour 
Λvere  foon  diftinguiihed  in  the  field  ;  the  horfemen  and  archers  of 
the  Eaft  admired  his  fuperior  dexterity  ;  and  in  each  degree  of  his 
.military  promotions,  the  public  judgment  always  prevented  and  ap- 
proved the  choice  of  the  fovereign.  He  was  named  by  Theodofius» 
to  ratify  a  folemn  treaty  Avith  the  monarch  of  Perfia :  he  fupported, 
during  that  important  embafly,  the  dignity  of  the  Roman  name ; 
iind  after  his  return  to  Conftantinople,  his  merit  was  rewarded  by 
an  intimate  and  honourable  alliance  with  the  Imperial  family.  Theo- 
dofius  had  been  prompted,  by  a  pious  motive  of  fraternal  aifedion, 
to  adopt,  for  his  own,  the  daughter  of  his  brother  Hononus ;  the 
beauty  and  accomplifliments  of  Serena  "  w^re  unlverfally  admired 

■^  Vandalorum,  imbellis,  avarsc,  perfids,  of  Serena.     That  favourite  niece  of  Theo- 

et  dolofs,  gentis,  genere  editus.      Orofius,  dofius  was  born,  as  well  as  her  lifter  Therm an- 

I.  vii.  c.  38.     Jerom  (torn.  i.  ad  Gerontiam,  tia,  in  Spain  ;  from  whence,  in  their  eirlieft 

p.  93.)  calls  him  a  Semi-Barbarian.  youth,  they  were  honourably  conduiled  to 

■'  Claudian,  in  an  imperfeil   poem,  has  the  palace  of  Conftantinople. 
drawn  a  fair,  perhaps  a  flattering,  portrait 

0^2      *  by 
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^xxix  ^     ''^  ^^^  obfequious  court ;  and  Stilicho  obtained  the  preference  over  a 
V — .- — J    croud  of  rivals,  who  ambitioufly  difputed  the  hand  of  the  princefs, 
.a.nd  the  favour  of  her  adoptive  father".     The   aflurance  that  the 
huiband  of  Serena  would  be  faithful  to   the  throne,  which  he  was 
permitted  to  approach,  engaged   the  emperor  to  exalt  the  fortunes, 
and  to  employ  the  abilities,  of  the  fagacious  and  intrepid   Stilicho. 
He  rofe  through  the  fucceffive  ileps  of  mafter  of  the  horfe,  and  count 
^,.     .,.         of  the  domeftics,  to   the   fupreme  rank  of  mafter-general  of  all  the 
command.       cavahy  and  infantry  of  the  Roman,  or  at  Icail  of  the  Weftern,  em- 
Λ.  D.  385—  pire  *' ;  and  his  enemies  confeiTed,  that   he  invariably  difdained   to 
barter  for  gold  the  rewards  of  merit,  or  to  defraud  the  foldiers  of  the 
pay  and  gratifications,  which  they  deferved,  or  claimed,  from  the 
liberality  of  the  ftate  ^".     The  valour   and  condud:  whicli  he  after- 
wards difplayed,  in  the  defence  of  Italy,  againft  the  arms  of  Alaric 
and    Radagaifus,    may    juilify   the    fame    of    his    early    atchieve- 
ments :    and   in  an  age  lefs  attentive   to  the  laws  of  honour,   or 
of  pride,    thp    Roman   generals  might  yield  the   pre-eminence    of 
rank,  to  the  afcendant  of  fuperior  genius  ^\     He  lamented,  and  re- 
venged, the  mm-der  of  Promotus,  his  rival  and  his  friend  ;  and  the 
maifacre  of  many  thoufands  of  the  flying  Baftarncc  is  reprefented  by  the 
poet,  as  a  bloody  facrifice,  which  the  Roman  Achilles  oflfered  to  tke 
manes  of  another  Patroclus.     The  virtues  and.  vidories  of  Stilicho 

^"  Some  doubt  may  be  entertained,  whe-  i  Conf.  Stilich.  ii.  i  i3.)""difplay  /V/  genius: 

ther  this  adoption  was  legal,  or  only  meta-  but  the  integrity  of  Stilicho  (in  the  military 

phorical     (See   Ducange,  Fam.  Byzant.    p.  adminiilration)  is  much  more  firmly  eftabliih- 

75.)•     An  old  infcription  gives  Stilicho  the  ed  by  the  unwilling  evidence  of  Zofimus   (1. 

fingular  title  οι Pro-gener  Di'vi  Theodojii.  v.  p.  345.)• 

^'  Claudian  (Laus  Serens,  190.  193.)  ex-         '•s  Si  bellica  moles 

prefles,  in  poetic   language,    the  '■  dileaus  Ingrueret,  quamvis  annis  et  jure  minori,  . 

equorum,"  and  the  "  gemino  mox  idem  cul-  Cedere  grandsvos  cquitum  peditumque- 

mine  duxit  agmina."     The  infcription  adds,  magiftros 

"  count  of  the  domeftics,"    an    important  Adfpiceres 

command,  which  Stilicho,  in   the  height  of  Claudian,  Laus  Seren.  p.  \φ,  &ς. 

his  grandeur,  might  prudently  retain.  A  moderngeneral  would  deem  their  fubmiffion, 

"  The   beautiful  lines   of   Claudian  (in  either  heroic  patriotifm,  or  abjed  fervility. 

*  deferved 
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deferved  the  hatred  of  Rufinus  :  and  the  arts  of  calumny  might  have 
been  fuccefsful,  if  the  tender  and  vigilant  Serena  had  not  protedled 
her  hufband  againft  his  doineftic  foes,  whilil  he  vanquiihed  in  the 
field  the  enemies  of  the  empire  '*.  Theodofius  continued  to  fupport 
an  unworthy  minifter,  to  whofe  diligence  he  delegated  the  govern- 
ment of  the  palace,  and  of  the  Eaft ;  but  when  he  marched  againft 
the  tyrant  Eugenius,  he  aflbciated  his  faithful  general  to  the  labours 
and  glories  of  the  civil  war  ;  and,  in  the  laft  moments  of  his  life,  the 
dying  monarch  recommended  to  Stilicho,  the  care  of  his  fons,  and 
of  the  republic  ''\  The  ambition  and  the  abilities  of  Stilicho  were  ■ 
not  unequal  to  the  important  truft;  and  he  claimed  the  guardianfliip 
of  the  two  empires,  during  the  minority  of  Arcadius  and  Honorius ''^ 
The  firft  meafureof  his  adminiftration,  or  rather  of  his  reign,  displayed 
to  the  nations  the  vigour  and  activity  of  a  fpirit  worthy  to  command. 
He  paiTed  the  Alps  in  the  depth  of  winter  ;  defcended  the  ftream  of 
the  Rhine,  from  the  fortrefs  of  Bafil,  to  the  marihes  of  Batavia  ; 
reviewed  the  ftate  of  the  garrifons ;  reprefled  the  enterprifes  of  the 
Germans  ;  and,  after  eftabliihing  along  the  banks  a  firm  and  honoui- 
able  peace,  returned  with  incredible  fpeed  to  the  paJace  of  Milan  ". 
The  perfon  and  court  of  Honorius  w^ere  fubjedt  to  the  mafter-general 
of  the  Weft  ;  and  the  armies  and  provinces  of  Europe  obeyed,  with-r 

"^*  Compare  the  poem  on  the  firft  conful-  "  The  Roman  law  diftlnguiihes  two  forts 

Jhip    (i.    95 — 115.)    with    the    Laus    Serena  oi minority,  which  expired  at  the  age  of  four- 

(227 — 237.    where   it  unfortunately  breaks  teen,  and  of  twenty-five.     The  one  was  fub- 

oiF).     We  may  perceive  the  deep  inveterate  jeil  to  the /«/ο/-,  or  guardian,  of  the  perfon; 

malice  of  Rufinus.  the  other    to    the   curator,  or  truftee,  of  the 

*5           Quemfratribus  ipfe  eftate  (Heineccius,   Antiquitat.  Rom.  ad  Ju- 

Difcedens,    clypeumque  defenforemque  rifprudent.  pertinent.  1.  i.  tit.  xxii,  xxiii.  p. 

dedifti.  218 — 232•)•  But  thefe  legal  ideas  were  never 

Yet   the   nomination  (iv  Conf.  Hon.  4•»2.)  accurately  transferred  into  the  co;iftitution  of 

was  private    (iii  Conf.    Hon.   142.),  cunilos  an  eleftive  monarchy. 

difcedere  .  .  .  jubet;  and  may  therefore  be  ^'  See  Claudian  (iConf.  Stilich.  i.  18S  — 

fufpefted.     Zofimus,  and  Suidas,   apply  to  242.)  ;  but  he  muft  allow  more  than  fifteen 

Stilicho,  and  Rufinus,  the  fame  equal  title  days  for  the   journey  and  return,    between 

ofETTiTfOTToi,  guardians,  or  procurators.  Milan  and  Leyden,  . 

O.U£c 
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CHAP,    out  hcfitation,  a  regular  authority,  which  was  exercifed  in  the  name 

' 1/ '    of  their  yourlg  fovereign.     Two  rivals  only  remained  to  difpute  the 

claims,  and  to  provoke  the  vengeance,  of  Stilicho.  Within  the  limits 
of  Africa,  Gildo,  the  Moor,  maintained  a  proud  and  dangerous  in- 
dependence ;  and  the  minifler  of  Conftantinople  aflerted  his  equal 
reign  over  the  emperor,  and  the  empire,  of  the  Eaft. 
The  fall  and  -pj^g  impartiality  which  Stilicho  affeded,  as  the  common  guardian 
jRufinus,  of  the  royal  brothers,  engaged  him  to  regulate  the  equal  divi- 
Nu'ven.Lr  iy'ih.  fiou  of  the  arms,  the  jewels,  and  the  magnificent  wardrobe  and  fur- 
niture of  the  deeeafed  emperor  ".  But  the  moft  important  objedt  of 
the'  inheritance  conlifte'd  of  the  numerous  legions,  cohorts,  and 
fquadrons,  of  Romans,  or  Barbarians,  Avhcm  the•  event  of  the  civil 
war  had  united  under  the  ftandard  of  Theodofius.  The  various 
multitudes  of  Europe  and  Afia,  exafperated  by  recent  animofities, 
were  over-awed  by  the  authority  of  a  fmgle  man.;  and  the  rigid 
difcipline  of  Stilicho  prote^ed  the  lands  of  the  citizen  from  the  rapine 
-of  the  licentious  foldier*".  Anxious  however,  and  impatient,  to 
relieve  Italy  from  the  prefence  of  this  formidable  hoft,  which  could 
be  ufeful  only  on  the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  he  liftened  to  the  juft 
requifition  of  the  minifter  of  Arcadius,  declared  his  intention  of 
recondu£ting  in  perfon  the  troops  of  the  'Eaft ;  and  dexteroufly  em- 
ployed the  rumour  of  a  Gothic  tumult,  to  conceal  his  private  defigns 
of  ambition  and  revenge  ^°.  The  guilty  foul  of  Rufmus  was  alarmed 
by  the  approach  of  a  warrior  and  a  rival,  whofe  enmity  he  de- 

"  I.  Conf.  Stilich.  ii.  88—94.     Not  only  pjror  (de  Bell.  Giidon.  292— 301.)  j  and  the 

the  robes,  and  diadems  of  the  deceafed  em-  peace  and  good  order  which  were  enjoyed  af- 

jperor,   but  even   the  helmets,    fword-ldlts,  ter  his  death  (i  Conf.  Stil.  i.  150  — 168. ). 
belts,    cuiiviTes,    &c.    were    enriched    with         ^"  Stilicho's  march,  and  the  death  ot  &u- 

pearls,  emeralds,  and  diamonds.  finiis,  are  defciibed  by  Claudian   (in  Rufin. 

^°     Tantoquc  remL>lo  1.  ii.  101  —  455.),  Zofimus  (].  v.  p.  296,297.), 

Principe,  mut?.tas  orbis  non  fenfit  habenas.  Sozomen  (1.  viii.  c.  i.),  Socrates  (I.  vi.  c.  1.), 

This  high  commendation  (iConf.  Stii.i.149.)  Pliiloftorgius  (1.  xi.  c.  3.  with"  Godefroy,  p. 

jnay  be  juftined  by  the  fears  of  the  dying  em-  441  •),  and  the  Chronicle  of  Marcellinus. 

ferved  ; 
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ferved  ;  he  computed,  with  Increafing  terror,  the  nariOvv  fpace  of  his 
life  and  greatnefs  ;  and,  as  the  haft  hope  of  fafety,  he  interpofed  the 
authority  of  the  emperor  Arcadius.  Stihcho,  who  appears  to  have 
diredled  his  march  along  the  fea-coaft  of  the  Hadriatlc,  was  not  far 
iliftant  from  the  city  of  Theflalonica,  when  he  received  a  peremptory 
mefl'age,  to  recal  the  troops  of  the  Eaft,  and  to  declare,  that  his. 
nearer  approach  would  be  confidered,  by  the  Byzantine  court,  as  an 
adi:  of  hoilility.  The  prompt  and  unexpedied  obedience  of  the  ge- 
neral of  the  Weft,  convinced  the  vulgar  of  his  loyalty  and  mode- 
ration ;  and,  as  he  had  already  engaged  the  affedion  of  the  Eaftern 
troops,  he  recommended  to  their  zeal  the  execution  of  his  bloody 
defign,  which  might  be  accompliihed  in  his  abfence,  with  lefs 
danger  perhaps,  and  with  lefs  reproach.  Stilicho  left  the  command 
of  the  troops  of  the  Eaft  to  Gainas,  the  Goth,  on  whofe  fidelity 
he  firmly  relied ;  with  an  aiTurance,  at  leaft,  that  the  hardy  Barba- 
rian would  never  be  diverted  from  his  purpofe  by  any  confideration 
of  fear  or  remorfe.  The  foldiers  were  eafily  perfuaded  to  punifli  the 
enemy  of  Stihcho,  and  of  Rome ;  and  fuch  was  the  general  hatred 
which  Rufinus  had  excited,  that  the  fatal  fecret,  communicated  to 
thouiands,  was  faithfully  preferved  during  the  long  march  from 
TheiTalonica  to  the  gates  of  Conftantinople.  As  foon  as  they  had 
refolved  his  death,-  they  condefcended  to  flatter  his  pride  ;  the  ambi- 
tious prsefed  was  feduced  to  believe,  that  thofe  powerful  auxiliaries 
mi^ht  be  tempted  to  place  the  diadem  on  his  head  ;  and  the  treafures 
\vhich  he  diftributed,  with  a  tardy  and  reluftant  hand,  were  accepted 
by  the  indignant  multitude,  as  an  infult,  rather  than  as  a  gift.  At 
the  diftance  of  a  mile  from  the  capital,  in  the  field  of  Mars,  before 
the  palace  of  Hebdomon,  the  troops  halted :  and  the  emperor,  as 
Avell  as  his  minifter,  advanced,  according  to  ancient  cuftom,  refpedt- 
fully  to  ialute  the  power  which  fupported  their  throne.  As  Rufinus• 
pafled  along  the  ranks,  and  difguifed,  with  ftudied  courtefy,  his  in- 
2  nate 
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C  il^  A  P.  iiate  haughtinefs,  the  wings  infenfibly  wheeled  from  the  right  and 
« — -V— '  left,  and  inclofed  the  devoted  vidlim  within  the  circle  of  their  arms- 
Before  he  could  refledl  on  the  danger  of-  his  fituation,  Gainas  gave 
the  fignal  of  death  ;  a  daring  and  forward  foldier  plunged  his  fword 
into  thebreaft  of  the  guilty  prxfedl:,  and  Rufinus  fell,  groaned,  and 
-expired,  at  the  feet  of  the  affrighted  emperor.  If  the  agonies  of  a 
moment  could  expiate  the  crimes  of  a  whole  life,  or  if  the  outrages 
inflidled  on  a  breathlefs  corpfe  could  be  the  objedl  of  pity,  our  hu- 
■manity  might  perhaps  be  affeded  by  the  horrid  circumftances  which 
accompanied  the  murder  of  Rufinus.  His  mangled  body  was  aban- 
doned to  the  brutal  fury  of  the  populace  of  either  fex,  who  hailened 
in  crouds,  from  every  quarter  of  the  city,  to  trample  on  the  remains 
of  the  haughty  minifter,  at  whofe  frown  they  had  fo  lately  trembled. 
ΉΪ3  right  hand  was  cut  off^  and  carried  through  the  ftreets  of  Con- 
•ftantinople,  in  cruel  mockery,  to  extort  contributions  for  the  avaricious 
lyrant,  whofe  head  was  publicly  expofed,  borne  aloft  on  the  point 
of  a  long  lance  ".  According  to  the  favage  maxims  of  the  Greek 
republics,  his  innocent  family  would  have  ihared  the  puniihment  of 
his  crimes.  The  wife  and  daughter  of  Rufinus  were  indebted  for 
their  fafety  to  the  influence  of  religion.  Her  fanftuary  protected 
them  from  the  raging  madnefs  of  the  people ;  and  they  were  per- 
mitted to  fpend  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  the  exercifes  of 
.Chriftian  devotion,  in  the  peaceful  i-etirement  of  Jerufalem  ^', 
Difcord  of  The  fervile  poet   of  Stllicho    applauds,  with   ferocious  joy,  this 

pires,  horrid  deed,  which,  in   the  execution,  perhaps,  of  juftice,  violated 

A.  D.  396, 
*■■  31  The  ΛτΤΓ'Λ'ι??;  of  Rufiniis,  which  Claudian  ftudiousvirgin  had  diligently,  and  even  repeat- 
performs  with  the  favage  coolnefs  of  an  ana-  edly,  perufedthe  commentators  on  the  Bible, 
tomirt  (in  Rufin.  ii.  405— 41 5.).  is  likewife  Origen,  Gregory,  Bafi!,  &c.  to  the  amount  of 
fpecified  by  Zoiimus  and  Jerom  (torn.  i.  five  millions  of  lines.  2.  At  the  age  of 
p.  26.)•  threefcore,  ihe  could  boaft,  that  flie  had  never 
"  The  Pagan  Zofimus  mentions  their  waflied  her  hands,  face,  or  any  part  of  her 
fanftuary  and  pilgrimngc.  The  filler  of  Ru-  whole  body  ;  except  the  tips  of  her  fingers, 
-finus,  Sylvania,  who  pafied  her  life  at  Jeru-  to  receive  the  communion.  See  the  Vit-c 
-ialcm,  is  famous  in  monaftic  hiflory.    \.  The  Patrum,  p.  779.  977. 

every 
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evciy  law  of  nature  and  focicty,  profaned  the  majefty  of  the  prince,  ^^fij^^' 
and  renewed  the  dangerous  examples  of  military  licence.  The  con-  v- — ,r—-J 
tcmplation  of  the  univerilil  order  and  harmony  had  fatisfied  Ciaudian 
of  the  exiilence  of  the  Deity ;  but  the  profperous  impunity  of  vice 
appeared  to  contradiil  his  moral  attributes ;  and  the  fate  of  Rufinus 
was  the  only  event  which  could  difpel  the  religious  doubts  of  the 
poet".  Such  an  a£t  might  vindicate  the  honour  of  Providence  ;  but 
it  did  not  much  contribute  to  the  happinefs  of  the  people.  In  lefs 
tJian  three  months  they  \vere  informed  of  the  maxims  of  the  new 
adminiftration,  by  a  fmgular  edidl,  which  eftabliihed  the  exclufive 
right  of  the  treafury  over  the  fpoils  of  Rufinus  ;  and  filenced,  under 
heavy  penalties,  the  prefumptuous  claims  of  the  fubjedts  of  the  Eaftern  ' 

empire,  who  had  been  injured  by  his  rapacious  tyranny  ^*.  Even 
Stilicho  did  not  derive  from  the  murder  of  his  rival,  the  fruit  which 
he  had  propofed  ;  and  though  he  gratified  his  revenge,  his  ambi- 
tion was  difappointed.  Under  the  name  of  a  favourite,  the  weaknefs 
of  Arcadius  required  a  mafter ;  but  he  naturally  preferred  the  obfe- 
quious  arts  of  the  eunuch  Eutropius,  who  had  obtained  his  domeftic 
confidence  ;  and  the  emperor  contemplated,  with  terror  and  averfion, 
the  ftern  genius  of  a  foreign  warrior.  Till  they  were  divided  by  the 
jealoufy  of  pov/er,  the  fword  of  Gainas,  and  the  charms  of  Eudoxia, 
fupported  the  favour  of  the  great  chamberlain  of  the  palace;  the  perfi- 
dious Goth,  who  was  appointed  mafter-general  of  the  Eail:,  betrayed^ 
without  fcruple,  the  interefl  of  his  benefadlor  ;  and  the  fame  troops, 
who  had  fo  lately  mafiacred  the  enemy  of  Stlucho,  were  engaged  to 
•fupport,  againfl:  him,  the  independence  of  the  throne  of  Gonftan- 
tinople.     The  favourites  of  Arcadius  fomented  a  fecrei  and  irrecon- 

*'  See  the  beautiful  exordium  of  his  invec-  leg.  14,  15,     The  new  mir.iicrs  attempted, 

tii'e  againft  Rufinus,  which  is  curiouily  dif-  with  iiiconfiftent  avaiice,  to  feize  the  fpoils  of 

cuffed   by   the   fceptic    Ba>le,    Diiilionnaire  their  predeceiTor,    sr.d  to  provide  for  their 

Critique,  Rufin.  Not.  E.  own  future  fscurity. 

'*  See  the  Theodouan  Code,  I.  ix.  tit.  xlii. 

Vol.  hi.  R  cilcallc 
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*^X\'ix  ^'    ^^^^'"^^'^  ^^^  againfl:  a  formidable  hero,  who  afph-ed  to  govern,  and: 

*^ — k '    to  defend,  the  two  empires  of  Rome,  and  the  two  fons  of  Theodo- 

fms.  They  incefllmtly  laboured,  by  dark  and  treacherous  machina- 
tions, to  deprive  him  of  the  efteem  of  the  prince,  the  refped  of  the 
people,  and  the  friendlliip  of  the  Barbarians.  The  life  of  Stilicho 
Was  repeatedly  attempted  by  the  dagger  of  hired  aflaflins ;  and  a. 
decree  Avas  obtained,  from  the  fenate  of  Conftantinople,  to  declare 
him  an  enemy  of  the  republic,  and  to  confifcate  his  ample  pofleiTions 
in  the  provinces  of  the  Eaft.  At  a  time  when  the  only  hope  of  de- 
laying the  ruin  of  the  Roman  name,  depended  on  the  firm  union, 
and  reciprocal  aid,  of  all  the  nations  to  whom  it  had  been  gradually 
communicated,  the  fubjeCts  of  Arcadius  and  Honorius  were  inftrucled^ 
by  their  refpedtive  maiters,  to  view  each  other  in  a  foreign,  and  even 
hoftile,  light;  to  rejoice  in  their  mutual  calamities,  and  to  em- 
brace, as  their  faithful  allies,  the  Barbarians,  whom  they  excited  to 
invade  the  territories  of  their  countrymen  ".  The  natives  of  Italy 
afFeded  to  defpife  the  fervile  and  effeminate  Greeks  of  Byzantium, 
who  prefumed  to  imitate  the  drefs,  and  to  ufurp  the  dignity,  of  Ro- 
man fenators^*;  and  the  Greeks  had  not  yet  forgot  the  fentiments  of 
hatred  and  contempt,  which  their  poliihed  anceftors  had  fo  long 
entertained  for  the  rude  inhabitants  of  the  Weft.  The  diftindtion  of 
two  governments,  which  foon  produced  the  feparation  of  two  na- 
tions, willjuft'ify  my  defign  of  fufpending  the  feries  of  the  Byzantine- 
hiftory,  to  profecute,  without  interruption,  the  difgraceful,  but  me- 
morable, reign  of  Honorius. 

"  See  Claudiaa  (i  Conf.  Stilich.  1.  i.  275.  — —  Plaudentem  cerne  fenatum 

292.296.  1.  ii.    83.),    and   Zoiimus,  1.   v.  EtByzantinos  proceres,  Gra/e/^:^?,  Quiritcs; 

p.  30Z.  Ο  patribus  plebes,  Ο  digni  confute  patres. . 

'*    Claudian  turns  the  confulihip  of  the  It  is  curious  to  obferve  the  firfl-  fymptoms  of 

eunuch  Eutropius  into  a  national  refleftion  jealoufy  and  fchifm,  between  old  aivd  new 

(1.  ii.  134•)•  Rome,  between  the  Greeks  and  Latins. 

2  The 
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The  prudent  Stilicho,  inftead  of  perfifting  to  force  the  mclinations  ^  ^'t^  ^' 
of  a  prince,  and  people,  who  rejected  his  government,  wifely  aban-  — ITT"' 
doned   Arcadius  to  his  unworthy  f.nOurites :  and  his  reludance  to   Giido  in 

_    -^  Africa, 

involve  the  two  empires  in  a  civil  war,  difplayed  the  moderation  of  a  A.  D.  386— 

398. 
minifter,  who  had  fo  often  fignalifed  his  military  fpirit  and  abilities. 

But  if  Stilicho  had  any  longer  endured  the  revolt  of  Africa,  he  would 
have  betrayed  the  fecurity  of  the  capital,  and  the  majefty  of  the 
Weftern  emperor,  to  the  capricious  infolence  of  a  Mooriih  rebel. 
Gildo ",  the  brother  of  the  tyrant  Firmus,  had  preferved  and  ob- 
tained, as  the  reward  of  his  apparent  fidelity,  the  immenfe  patrimony 
which  was  forfeited  by  treafon  ;  long  and  meritorious  fervice,  in  the 
armies  of  Rome,  raifed  him  to  the  dignity  of  a  military  count ;  the 
narrow  policy  of  the  court  of  Theodofius  had  adopted  the  mifchievous 
expedient,  of  fupporting  a  legal  government  by  the  intereft  of  a 
powerful  family ;  and  the  brother  of  Firmus  was  invefted  Avith  the 
command  of  Africa.  His  ambition  foon  ufurped  the  adminiftration 
of  juftice,  and  of  the  finances,  without  account,  and  without  con- 
troul ;  and  he  maintained,  during  a  reign  of  twelve  years,  the  pof- 
feiTion  of  an  office,  from  which  it  was  impolTible  to  remove  him, 
without  the  danger  of  a  civil  w^ar.  During  thofe  twelve  years,  the 
provinces  of  Africa  groaned  under  the  dominion  "of  a  tyrant,  who 
feemed  to  unite  the  unfeeling  temper  of  a  ftranger,  with  the  partial 
refentments  of  domeftic  fadtion.  The  forms  of  law  were  often  fu- 
perfeded  by  the  ufe  of  poifon  ;  and  if  the  trembling  guefts,  who 
were  invited  to  the  table  of  Gildo,  prefumed  to  exprefs  their  fears,  the 
infolent  fufpicion  ferved  only  to  excite  his  fury,  and  he  loudly  fum- 
moned  the  minifters  of  death,   Gildo  alternately  indulged  the  paffions 

^'  Claudian  may  have  exaggerated  the  vices  ronius   (Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  3Q8.  N'  35 — 

of  Gildo  ;  but  his  Mooriih  extrailion,  his  no-  56.)  has  treated  the  African  rebellion  with 

torious  aftions,  and  the  complaints  of  St.  Aa-  ikill  and  learning, 
guftin,  may  juftify  the  poet's  invedives.    Ba- 

R  2  of 
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CHAP,    of  avarice,  and  lufl;  ^^ :  and  if  his  days  were  terrible  to  tlie  rich,  hisf 
XXIX.  5  '  y  ' 

t^,  ---„—'  J  nights  were  not  lefs  dreadful  to  hufbands  and  parents.  The  faireil 
of  their  wives  and  daughters  were  proftiluted  to  the  embraces  of  the 
tyrant ;  and  afterwards  abandoned  to  a  ferocious  troop  of  Barbarians 
and  aiTaffins,  the 'black,  or  fwarthy,  natives  of  the  defert;  whom  Gildo 
confidered  as  the  only  guardians  of  his  throne.  In  the  civil  war 
between  Theodoilus  and  Eugenius,  the  count,  or  rather  the  foA^ereign^ 
of  Africa,  maintained  a  haughty  and  iufpicious  neutrality  j  refufcd 
to  afllft  either  of  the  contending  parties  with  troops  or  vcilels,  ex- 
.  pe£ted  the  declaration  of  fortune,  and  refcrved  for  the  conqueror,  the 
vain  profeffions  of  his  allegiance.  Such  profeifions  would  not  have 
fatisfied  the  mafler  of  the  Roman  world  :  but  the  death  of  Theodofuis, 
and  the  weaknefs  and  difcord  of  his  fons,  confirmed  the  power  of  the 
Moor;  who  condefcended,as  a  proof  of  his  moderation,  to  abftain  from 
the  ufe  of  the  diadem,  and  to  fupply  Rome  with  the  cuftomary  tribute, 
or  rather  fubfidy,  of  corn.  In  every  divifion  of  the  empire,  the  five 
provinces  of  Africa  were  invariably  afligned  to  the  Weft ;  and  Gildo 
hadconfented  to  govern  that  extenfive  country  in  the  name  of  Hono- 
rius ;  but  his  knowledge  of  the  charafler  and  defigns  of  Stilicho,foon  en- 
gaged him  to  addrefs  his  homage  to  a  more  diftant  and  feeble  fovereign. 
The  minifters  of  Arcadius  embraced  the  caufe  of  a  perfidious  rebel ; 
and  the  delafive  hope  of  adding  the  numerous  cities  of  Africa  to  the 
empire  of  the  Eaft,  tempted  them  to  aifert  a  claim,  which  they  were 
incapable  of  fupporting,  eitlier  by  reafon,  or  by  arms  ^'. 

When 


''  Inflat  teiritilis  vivls,  naorientibusHreres,     licentioufneis   of  Gildo;    as    his   wife.    Ills 
Virginibus  raptor,    thalamis   obfcsnus    daughter,  and  his  filler,   were  examples,  of 
perfeft  chaftity.     The  adulteries  of  the  Afri- 
can fcldiers  are  checked  by  one  of  the  Impe- 
rial laws. 


adulter. 
Nulla  quies :  oritur  prasda  celTante  libido, 
liivitibufque    dies,    et    nox   metuenda 

maritis. 


FadiJlia  datur 


-Mauris  clariffinia  quxque  "  1"^"^  '"a"»  ^""^'"  n"™erofas  tranr.ulit 


urbes. 


Daroniui  condemns,  ftill  more  fcverely,  the        Clnudian    (de    Bell.    Gildonico,    230— 
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When  StU'iclio  had  given  a  firm  and  decifive  anfwer  to  the  pre-    ^  "j^j^^^• 
tenfions  of  the  Byzantuie  court,  he  folemnly  acccufed  the  tyrant  of  ^^^-r^^ 
Africa  before  the  tribunal,  which   had  formerly  judged  the  kings  ^^'"(^^^'^'^ζ 
and  nations  of  the  earth  ;  and  the  image  of  the  republic  was  revived,  ^f "=^if' 

A.  U.  397. 

after  a  long  interval,  under  the  reign  of  Honorius.  The  emperor 
tranfmitted  an  accurate  and  ample  detail  of  the  complaints  of  the 
provincials,  and  the  crimes  of  Gildo,  to  the  Roman  fenate  ;  and  the 
members  of  that  venerable  aflembly  were  required  to  pronounce  the 
condemnation  of  the  rebel.  Their  unanimous  fuffrage  declared  him 
the  enemy  of  the  republic  ;  and  the  decree  of  the  fenate'  added  a 
facred,  and  legitimate  fandion,  to  the  Roman  arms*°.  A  people, 
who  ilill  remembered,  that  their  anceftors  had  been  the  mailers  of 
the  world,  would  have  applauded,  Λvith  confcious  pride,  the  repre- 
fentation  of  ancient  freedom  ;  if  they  had  not  long  fmce  been  ac- 
cuilom.ed  to  prefer  the  folid  aflurance  of  bread,  to  the  unfubiiantial 
vifions  of  liberty  and  greatnefs.  The  fubfiftence  of  Rome  depended 
on  the  harvefts  of  Africa  ;  and  it  was  evident,  that  a  declaration  of 
war  would  be  the  fignal  of  famine.  The  prsefed;  Symmachus,  who 
prefided  in  the  deliberations  of  the  fenate,  admonifiied  the  miniftcr 
of  his  jufi:  apprehenfion,  that  as  foon  as  the  revengeful  Moor  ftiould 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  corn,  the  tranquillity,  and  perhaps  the 
fafety,  of  the  capital,  would  be  threatened  by  the  hungr)^  rage  of  a 
turbulent  multitude*'.  The  prudence  of  Stilicho  conceived,  and  ex- 
ecuted, without  delay,  the  m oft  effedual  meafure  for  the  relief  of 
the  Roman  people.  A  large  and  feafonable  fupply  of  corn,  colledted 
in  the  inland  provinces  of  Gaul,  was  embarked  on  the  rapid  ftream» 

324.)  has  touched,  with  political  delicacy,  (i  Conf.  Stilich.  I.  i.  325,  &C.)  feeras  to  fed 

the  intrigues  of  the  Byzantine  court,  which  the  ipirit  of  a  Roman. 

are  likewife  mentioned  by   Zoftmus    (I.  v.         *'  Claudian  finelydifplays  thefe  complainti 
p_  30Z.).  of  Symmachus,  in  a  fpeech  of  the  goddefs  of 
*°  Symmachus  (1.  iv.  epift.  4.)  exprefles  Rome,  before  the  throne  of  Jopitej- (de  Bdl.- 
the  judicialibrins  of  thefenate;  andCIaudiaa  Gildon.  28  — jzS.)- 
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^vl-ix^'  ^^  *^^^  Rhone,  and  tranfported,  by  an  eafy  navigation,  from  the 
c — „— '  Rhone  to  the  Tyber.  During  the  whole  term  of  the  African  war, 
the  granaries  of  Rome  were  continually  filled,  her  dignity  was  vin- 
dicated from  the  humiliating  dependence,  and  the  minds  of  an  im- 
menfe  people  were  quieted  by  the  calm  confidence  of  peace  and 
plenty  *\ 
The  African        f  j^g  caufe  of  Rome,  and  the  conduft  of  the  African  war,  were 

war,  ' 

A.  D.  398.  entrufted  by  Stilicho,  to  a  general,  ailive  and  ardent  to  avenge  his 
private  injuries  on  the  head  of  the  tyrant.  The  fpirit  of  difcord, 
which  prevailed  in  the  houfe  of  Nabal,  had  excited  a  deadly  quarrel 
between  two  of  his  fons,  Gildo  and  Mafcezel  *\  The  ufurper  pur- 
fued,  with  implacable  rage,  the  life  of  his  younger  brother,  whofe 
courage  and  abilities  he  feared  ;  and  Mafcezel,  oppreiTed  by  fuperior 
power,  took  refuge  in  the  court  of  Milan :  where  he  foon  receiΛ'•ed 
the  cruel  intelligence,  that  his  two  innocent  and  helplefs  chil- 
.dren  had  been  murdered  by  their  inhuman  uncle.  The  afilidion  of 
the  father  was  fufpended  only  by  the  defire  of  revenge.  The 
.  vigilant  Stilicho  already  prepared  to  coiled  the  naval  and  military- 
forces  of  the  Weftern  empire ;  and  he  had  refolved,  if  the  tyrant  ihould 
be  able  to  wage  an  equal  and  doubtful  war,  to  march  againfl  him 
in  perfon.  But  as  Italy  required  his  prefence,  and  as  it  might  be 
dangerous  to  weaken  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  he  judged  it  more 
advifable,  that  Mafcezel  ihould  attempt  this  arduous  adventure,  at  the 
head  of  a  choien  body  of  Gallic  veterans,  who  had  lately  ferved 
under  the  ftandard  of  Eugenius.  Thefe  troops,  who  were  exhorted 
•   to  convince  the  world,  that  they  could  fubvert,  as  well   as  defend, 

**  See  Claudian  (in  Eutrop.  1.  i.  401,  Sec.  an,  who  iinderilood  the  court  of  Milan,  dwells 

ί  Conf.    Stil.  1.  i.  306,  &c.  ii  Conf.  Slilich.  on  the  injuries,  rather   than   the  merits,  of 

.91,  &c.).  Mafcezel  (de  Bell.  Gild.  389     414.).      The 

*'  He  was  of  a  mature  age  ;  fince  he  had  Moorifh  war  was  not  worthy  of  Hoaorius,  or 

formerly  (A.    D.    373.)    ferved   againil   his  Stilicho,  &c. 


brother  Firmus  (Ammian.  xxix.  5.)..   Claudi- 


the 
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the  throne  of  an  ufurper,  confiiled  of  the  Jovian^  the  Hcrculian.,  and 
the  Auguftan^  legions ;  of  the  Nei'vian  2uxiliaries ;  of  the  foldiers, 
■who  difplaycd  in  their  banners  the  fymbol  of  a  //<?«,  and  of  the  troops 
which  Avere  diftinguifhed  by  the  aufpicious  names  of  Fortunate,  and 
hivhicibk.  Yet  fuch  was  the  fmalhiefs  of  their  eftabhilnnents,  OE 
the  difficulty  of  recruiting,  that  Uidcfeven  bands  "%  of  high  dignity 
and  reputation  in  the  fervice  of  Rome,  amounted  to  no  more  than 
five  thoufand  eifedive  men  *'.  The  fleet  of  gallies  and  tranfports 
failed  in  tempeftuous  weather  from  the  port  of  Pifa,  in  Tufcany, 
and  ileered  their  courfe  to  the  little  ifland  of  Capraria ;  which  had 
borrowed  that  name  from  the  wild  goats,  its  original  inhabitants, 
whofe  place  was  now  occupied  by  a  new  colony  of  a  ilrange  and 
favage  appearance.  "  The  whole  ifland  (fays  an  ingenious  traveller 
"  of  thofe  times)  is  filled,  or  rather  defiled,  by  men,  who  fly 
"  from  the  light.  They  call  themfelves  i^fo^^x,  or  folitaries,  becaufe 
*'  they  chufe  to  live  alone,  without  any  witneflts  of  their  adions. 
**  They  fear  the  gifts  of  fortune,  from  the  apprehenfion  of  lofing  them  j 
"  and,  leil  they  fliould  be  miferable,  they  embi-ace  a  life  of  volun- 
"  tary  v\Tetchednefs.  How  abfurd  is  their  choice  !  how  perverfe  their 
"  underfl:anding  !  to  dread  the  evils,  without  being  able  to  fupport 
"  the  bleffings,  of  the  human  condition.  Either  this  melancholy 
"  madnefs  is  the  eifedl  of  difeafe,  or  elfe  the  confcioufnefs  of  guilt 
"  urges  thefe  unhappy  men  to  exercife  on  their  own  bodies  the  tor- 
"  tures  which  are  inflidled  on  fugitive  flaves  by  the  hand  of  juftice  ■**." 

**  Claudian,  Bell.  Gild.  415— 423.      The  ne     timeare   times    (i    Conf.    Stilich.   ].    i. 

change  of  difcipiine  allowed  him  to  ufe  indif-  314,  &c.). 

ferently  the  names  of Zf^/o.Cc/'o/v,  iy«/«]^i/«/.         **  Claud.    Rutil.   Numatian.   Itinerar.    i, 

Ssex\it  Notitia  Imperii,  S.  38.  40.  439 — ^48.    He  afterwards  (5 1 5  -j; 26.) men- 

*=  Orofius  (1.  vii.  c.  36.  p.  565.)   qualifies  tions  a  religious  madman  on  the  ifle  of  Gor- 

this  account  with  an  expreffion  of  deubt  (ut  gona.     For  fuch  profane  remarks,  Rutilius, 

aiunt)  ;    and  it  fcarcely  coincides  with  the  and  his  accomplices,  are  ftyled,  by  his  com- 

Jtiar^sif  αίρας  of  Zofimus  (1.  V.  p.  303.).    Yet  mentator,    Barthius,    rabioii  canes   diaboli. 

Claudian,  after  fome  declamation  about  Cad-  Tillemont  (Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  xii.  p.  471.) 

mui's  foldiers,    frankly  owns,    that  Stilicho  more  calmly  obferves,  that  the  unbelieving 

fent  a  fmall  army  ;  left  the  rebel  Ihould  fly,  poet  praifes  where  he  means  tocenfure. 

Such 
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C  II  Λ  p.  Sucli  was  the  contempt  of  a  profane  magiftrate  for  the  monks  of  Ca- 
«—.-v-»-- /  praria,  who  were  revered,  by  the  pious  Mafdezel,  as  the  chofen 
fcrvants  of  God  *'.  Some  of  them  were  perfuaded,  by  his  entreaties, 
to  embark  on  board  the  fleet;  and  it  is  obferved,  to  the  praife  of 
tlie  Roman  general,  that  his  days  and  nights  were  employed  in 
prayer,  failing,  and  the  occupation  of  fmging  pfalms.  The  devout 
leader,  Avho,  with  fuch  a  reinforcement,  appeared  confident  of  vic- 
toiy,  avoided  the  dangerous  rocks  of  Corfica,  coafted  along  the  eaftern 
fide  of  Sardinia,  and  fecured  his  fhips  againil  the  violence  of  the  fouth 
wind,  by  calling  anchor  in  the  fafe  and  capacious  harbour  of  Ca- 
gliari,  at  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  from  the  Afri- 
can ihores  *\ 
Defeat  and  Gildo  was  prepared  to  refill  the  invafion  with  all  tlie  forces  of 

Gil!io  °  Africa.     By  the  liberality  of  his  gifts  and  promifes,  he  endeavoured 

Λ.  p.  39S.  ^Q  fecure  the  doubtful  allegiance  of  the  Roman  foldiers,  whilft  he 
attrailed  to  his  ilandard  the  diftant  tribes  of  Gastulia  and  iEthiopia. 
He  proudly  reviewed  an  army  of  feventy  thoufand  men,  and  boailed, 
with  the  rafh  prefumption  which  is  the  forerunner  of  difgrace,  that 
his  numerous  cavalry  would  trample  under  their  horles  feet,  the 
troops  of  Mafcezel,  and  involve,  in  a  cloud  of  burning  fand,  the 
natives  of  the  cold  regions  of  Gaul  and  Germany*'.  But  the  Moor, 
«who  commanded  the  legions  of  Honorius,  was  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  manners  of  his  countrymen,  to  entertain  any  Icrious  appre- 
hcnfion  of  a  naked  and  diforderly  hoft  of  Barbarians ;  whole  left 
.arm,  inftead  of  a  ihield,  was  proiefted  only  by  a  mantle ;  Λvho  were 
totally  difarmed  as  foon  as  they  had  darted  their  javehn  from  their 

*'  Orofius,  1.  vi).  c.  36.  p.  564.     Auguftin  has  been  Joll;  and  we  are  ignorant  j^^xy,  or 

commends  two  of  thcfe  favage   faints  of  tlie  vjhcre,  the  army  made  good  their  landing  in 

jfie  of  Goats   (epift.  Ixxxi.  apud  Tillemont,  Africa. 

Mem.  Ecclef.  tom.  xiii    p.  317.  and  Baroni-  -♦^  Oroiius  mud  be  refponfiMe  for  the  ac- 

us,  Annal.  Ecclef,  .'\.  D.  398.  ^'"51.).  count.     The   prefumption  of  Gildo  and  his 

*"  Here  the  firft  book  of  the  Gildonic  war  various  train  of  Barbarians  is  celebrated  by 

is  terminated.     The  reft  of  Claudian's  poem  Claudian  (i  Conf.  Stil.  1.  i.  545  — 355.). 

rip;ht 
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i-Ight  hand;  and  whofe  horfes  had  never  been  taught  to  bear  the  ^Jiry^" 
controul,  or  to  obey  the  guidance,  of  the  bridle.  He  fixed  his  Vi  „■  iJ 
camp  of  five  thoufand  veterans  in  the  face  of  a  fuperior  enemy,  and, 
after  the  delay  of  three  days,  gave  the  fignal  of  a  general  engage- 
ment ^°.  As  Mafcezel  advanced  before  the  front  \vith  fair  offers  of 
peace  and  pardon,  he  encountered  one  of  the  foremoft  ftandard- 
bearers  of  the  Africans,  and,  on  his  refufal  to  yield,  ftruck  him  on 
the  arm  with  his  fword.  The  arm,  and  the  ftandard,  funk  under  the 
weight  of  the  blow  ;  and  the  imaginary  a£l  of  fubmiifion  was  hallily 
repeated  by  all  the  ftandards  of  the  line.  At  this  fignal,  the  difafFeded 
cohorts  proclaimed  the  name  of  their  lawful  fovereign;  the  Barbarians, 
ailoniilted  by  the  defeftion  of  their  Roman  allies,  difperfed,  according 
to  their  cuftom,  in  tumultuary  flight ;  and  Mafcezel  obtained  the  ho- 
nours of  an  eafy,  and  almoft  bloodlefs,  vidory ".  The  tyrant 
efcaped  from  the  field  of  battle  to  the  fea-ihore ;  and  threv/  himfelf 
into  a  fmall  veflel,  with  the  hope  of  reaching  in  fafety  fome  friendly 
port  of  the  empire  of  the  Eaft :  but  the  obftlnacy  of  the  wind  drove 
him  back  into  the  harbour  of  Tab raca^\  which  had  acknowledged, 
with  the  reft  of  the  province,  the  dominion  of  Honorius,  and  the 
authority  of  his  lieutenant.  The  inhabitants,  as  a  proof  of  their 
repentance  and  loyalty,  feized  and  confined  the  perfon  of  Gildoin  a 
dungeon  ;  and  his  own  defpair  faved  him  from  the  intolerable  torture 
of  fupporting  the  prefence  of  an  injured,  and  vidorious,  brother ". 

'°  St.  Ambrofe,  who  had  been  dead  about  '^  Tabraca  lay  between  the  two  Hippos 
a  year,  revealed,  in  a  viiion,  the  time  and  (Cellarius,  torn.  ii.  p.  ii.p.  112. ;  d'Anville, 
place  of  the  viftory.      Mafcezel   afterwards     jom.  iii.  p.  8:^.)•  Orofius  has  diftinftly  named 

related  his   dream   to  Paulinus,   the  orieinal  ^u^  c  1J  ^f  i,-,ffi=    k.,.  „„- -l^^^v-^^^»  ^„„„^f 

^  ,      .  .        .  ,        .     ^.  ,  the  field  or  battle,  but  our  ignorance  cannot 

biographer  of  the  faint,  from  whom  it  might  ,  ,  .... 

eallly  pafs  to  Orofms.  ^^«"^  "^^  P^"'^^  ^""•^"°'^• 

5'  Zofimus(l.  v.p.303.)  fuppofes  an  ob-         "  Thedeath  of  Gildois  expreifedby  Clau- 

ftinate  combat;  but  the  narratlve'of  Orofius  dian  (i  Conf.  Stil.  1.  357.),  and  his  beft  in- 

appears  to  conceal  a  real  fadl,  under  the  dif-  terpreiers,  Zofimus  and  Orofius. 
guife  of  a  miracle. 

Vol.  III.  S  The 
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The  captives,  and  the  fpoils,  of  Africa,  %vere  laid  at  the  feet  of  the 
emperor  ;  but  Stilicho,  whofe  moderation  appeared  more  confpi- 
cuous,  and  more  fincere,  in  the  midft  of  profperity,  ftill  aiFeited  to 
confult  the  laws  of  the  republic  ;  and  referred  to  the  fenate  and 
people  of  Rome,  the  judgment  of  the  moft  illuftrious  criminals  '\ 
Their  trial  was  public  and  folemn  ;  but  the  judges,  in  the  exercife  of 
this•  obfolete  and  precai-ious  jurifdidion,  were  impatient  to  puniili. 
tlie  African  magiilratesy  who  had  intercepted  the  fubfiftence  of  the 
Pvoman  pepple.  The  rich  and  guilty  province  was  oppreffed  by  the 
Imperial  miniilers,  who  had  a  vifible  interefl  to  multiply  the  number 
of  the  accomplices  of  Gildo  ;  and  if  an  edicl  of  Honorius  feems  to 
check  the  malicious  induftry  of  informers,  a  fubfequent  edidt,  at  the 
diftance  of  ten  years,  continues  and  renews  the  profecution  of  the. 
efFences  which  had  been  committed  in  the  time  of  the  general  re- 
bellion '^  The  adherents  of  the  tyrant  who  efcaped  the  firft  fury 
of  the  foldiers,  and  the  judges,  might  deri^-ie  fome  confolation  from 
the  tragic  fate  of  his  brother,  who  could  never  obtain  his  pardon  for 
the  extraordinary  fervices  which  he  had  performed*  After  he  had' 
finjflied  an  important  war  in  the  fpaee  of  a  fnigle  winter,  Mafcezel 
was  received  at  the  court  of  Milan  with  loud  applaufe,  aiFeded  gra- 
titude, and  fecret  jealoufy '' ;  and  his  death,  which,  perhaps,  was  the- 
eiFeCt  of  accident,  has  been  confidered  as  the  crime  of  Stilicho.  la.• 
the  paffage  of  a  bridge,  the  Moorifli  prince,  who  accompanied  the 
mafter-general  of  the  Weft,  was  fuddenly  tlu-own  from  his  horfe  into 

'♦  Clauclian  (ii  Conf.   Stillch.  99— 119.).  pjctv,     fcarcely    deferves    that   appellation, 

defctibes    their  trial    (treiniiit  quos    Africa  ''  See   the  Theodofxan  Code,  1.  ix.    tit. 

jiupcr,    cernunt  roilra  reos),.  and   applauds  xxxh.  leg.  3.  tit.  xl.  leg.  19. 

the  reftoration  of  the  ancient  conUitution.     It  ''  StiHcho,  who  claimed  an  equal  ilmrc  in 

is  here  that  he  introduces  the  famous  fentence,  all  the  viftories  of  Theodofuis  and  his  fon, 

lb  familiar  to  the  friends  cf  defpotifm  :  particularly  afferts,  that  Africa  was  recovered 

Nunquam  llbertasgratior  e,xftat  by  the  wil'dom  of  ^/jcounfcb  (fee  an  Infcrip- 

Quam  fubrege  pio. lioii  produced  by  BaroniufV 

But.  tJic  freedom,    which  depends  on  royal 

I  tlie 
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the  river ;  the  officious  hade  of  the  attendants  was  rcftrained  by  a    ^  ^'^  -^  P• 

XXIX. 
cruel  and  perfidious  fmile,  which  they  obferved  on  the  countenance    ' 1 ' 

of  Stilicho ;  and  wJiile  they  delayed  the  neceflary  ailiftance,  the  un- 
fortunate Mafcezel  was  irrecoverably  drowned  ". 

The  joy  of  the  African  triumph  was  happily  conneded  with  the  Marriage, 
nuptials  of  the  emperor  Honorius,  and  of  his  coufin  Maria,  the  terofKono^ 
«laughter  of  Stihcho :  and  this  equal  and  honourable  alliance  feemed  a.  d.  358. 
to  inveft  the  powerful  minifter  with  the  authority  of  a  parent  over 
Jiis  fubmiffive  pupil.  The  mufe  of  Claudian  was  not  filent  on  this 
propitious  day '° :  he  fung,  in  various  and  lively  flirains,  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  royal  pair ;  and  the  glory  of  the  hero,  who  confirmed 
their  union,  and  fupported  their  throne.  The  ancient  fibles  of 
Greece,  which  had  almoft  ceafed  to  be  the  objeft  of  religioas  faith, 
^vere  faved  from  oblivion  by  the  genius  of  poetry.  The  picture  of 
the  Cyprian  grove,  the  feat  of  harmony  and  love ;  the  triumphant 
progrefs  of  Venus  over  her  native  feas,  and  the  mild  influence  which 
iier  prelence  diifufed  in  the  palace  of  Milan,  esprefs  to  every  age 
the  natural  fentiments  of  the  heart,  in  the  juft  arwi  pleafing  language 
of  allegorical  fidtion.  But  the  amorous  impatience,  which  Claudian 
attributes  to  the  young  prince  ",  muft  excite  the  fmiles  of  the  court ; 
and  his  beauteous  fpoufe  (if  ihe  deferved  the  praife  of  beauty)  had  not 
iwiich  to  fbar  or  to  hope  from  the  paifions  of  her  lover.     Honorius 

"  I  ha\'e  foftened  the  narrative  of  Zofi-         '^ — ■ Calet  obvius  ire 

iTius,' which,  in  its  crude  fimplicity,  is  almoft  Jam  princeps,   tardumque  cupit  difccdere 

incredible  (1.  v.  p.   303.).     Orofms  damns  ^  ,  .,/?^^™;   ,. 

,       .,     .  ,    ,  ο  \    r       •  1  Nobilis  naud  aliter /i«//5e,f. 

the  vidonous  general  (p.  538.),  for  violat-  •'     ■^ 

jng  the  right  of  fanauary.  (^^  Nuptiis  Honor,  et  Marix,    287.)   and 


more  freely  in  the  Fefcennines  (112—1  26.). 
Dices,  Ο  quoties,  hoc  mihi  dulcius 
Quam  flavos  decies  vincere  Sarmatas 


5^  Claudian,  as  the  poet  laureat,  compofed 
a  ferioiis  and  elaborate  epithalamiam  of  340 
lines ;   hefides  fome  gay  Fefcennines  which 

^ere  fung,  in  a  more  licentious  tone,  on  the        ^^^  vidormadid'o  profit: 
wedding-night.  Noaurni  referens  vubera  prcelii. 

3    2, 


toro 
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:  Η  A  p.     ^v;^g  o,-,]y  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  hk  age ;  Serena,  the  mother  of 

t— V '    his  bride,  deferred,  by  art  or  perfuafion,  the  confummation  of  the 

royal  nuptials  ;  Maria  died  a  virgin,  after  ihe  had  been  ten  yearc 
a  wife ;  and  the  chaility  of  the  emperor  was  fecured  by  the  cold- 
nefs,  or,  perhaps,  the  debility,  of  his  conftitution  ^°.  His  fub- 
jeds,  who  attentively  ftudied  the  charafter  of  their  young  fovc- 
reign,  difcovered  that  Honorius  was  without  pafllons,  and  confe- 
quently  without  talents  j  and  that  his  feeble  and  languid  difpofition 
was  alike  incapable  of  difcharging  the  duties  of  his  rank,  or  of  en- 
joying the  pleafures  of  his  age.  In  his  early  youth  he  made  fome 
progrefs  in  the  exercifes  of  ridii:ig  and  drawing  the  bow:  but  he 
foon  relinquillied  thefe  fiitiguing  occupations,  and  the  amufement  of 
feeding  poultry  became  the  ferious  and  daily  care  of  the  monarch  of 
the  Weft  °',  who  refigned  the  reins  of  empire  to  the  firm  and  ikilful 
hand  of  his  guardiant  Stilicho.  The  experience  of  hiftory  will  coun- 
tenance the  fufpicion,  that  a  prince  who  was  born  in  the  purple, 
received  a  worfe  education  than  the  meaneft  peafant  of  his  domi- 
nions ;  and  that  the  ambitious  minifter  fuffered  him  to  attain  the  age 
of  manhood,  without  attempting  to  excite  his  courage,  or  to  enlighten 
his  underftanding  '\  The  predeceflbrs  of  Honorius  were  accuftomed 
to  animate,  by  their  example,  or  at  leaft  by  their  prefence,  the 
.valour  of  the  legions ;  and  the  dates  of  their  laws  atteft  the  perpe- 
tual adivity  of  their  motions  through  the  provinces  of  the  Roman 
world.  But  the  fon  of  Theodbfius  pafled  the  flumber  of  his  life,  a 
captive   in  his  palace,  a  ftranger  in  his  country,  and  the  patient» 

*^  See  Zofimus,  1.  v.  p.  333.  "*  The  leiTons  of  Theodofius,    or  rather 

*"  Procopius  de  Bell.  Gothico,  I.  i.  c.  2.  Claudian    (iv   Conf.    Honor.    214—418), 

I  have  borrowed  the  general  praftice  of  Ho-  might  compofe  a  fine  inftitution  for  the  fu- 

norius,  without  adopting  the  fingular,  and,  ture  prince  of  a  great  and  free  nation.     It 

indeed,  improbable  tale,  which  is  related  by  was  far  above  Honorius,  and  his  degenerate 

the  Greek  hillorian.  fubjefts. 

almoft 
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almoft  the  indifferent,  fpedlator  of  the  ruin  of  the  AVeftern  empire,    CHAP. 

XXJX 

which  was  repeatedly  attacked,  and  finally  fubverted,  by  the  arms    <■ .-  '_■» 

of  the  Barbarians.'  In  the  eventful  hiftory  of  a  reign  of  twenty- 
eight  years,  it  will  feldom  be  neceffary  to  mention  the  name  of  the 
emperor  Honorius. 


CHAP. 


134  THE   DECLINE   AND   FALL 


CHAP.    XXX. 

Revolt  of  the  Goths  —Tljey  plunder  Greece. — Two  great 
hivafwns  of  Italy  by  Alark  and  Radagaifus. — They  are 
repidfed  by  Stdicho. — The  Germans  over -run  Gaul. — 
Ufurpation  of  Confiantine  in  the  Wefl. — Difgrace  and 
Death  of  Siilicho. 


CHAP.    Τ  Ε  the  fuhjedsof  Rome  could  be  ignorant  of  their  obligations  to  the 

XXX.  I 

v_..-~. ./.- >    -^   great  Theodofuis,  they  were  too  foon  convinced,  how  painfully 

Go'th's!"^''**  the  fpirit  and  abilities  of  their  deceafed  emperor  had  fupported  the 
A.  D.  395.     f^^ji  j^j-j^j  mouldering  edifice  of  the  republic.     He  died  in  the  month 
of  January ;  and  before  the  end  of  the  winter  of  the  fame  year,  the 
Gothic  nation  was  in  arms  '.     The  Barbarian  auxiliaries  ere£ted  their 
independent  ftandard  ;  and  boldly  avowed  the  hoftile  defigns,  which 
they  had  long  cheriihed  in  their  ferocious  minds.     Their  country- 
men, who  had  been  condemned,  by  the  conditions  of  the  lafl:  treaty, 
to  a  life  of  tranquillity  and  labour,  deferted  their  farms  at  the  firft 
found  of  the  trumpet ;    and  eagerly  refumed  the  weapons  which 
they  had  reludantly  laid  down.     The  barriers  of  the  Danube  were 
thrown  open ;  the  favage  warriors  of  Scythia  iiTued  from  their  foreils  ; 
and  the  uncommon  feverity  of  the  winter  allowed  the  poet  to  re- 
'     mark,  "  that  they  rolled  their  ponderous  waggons  over  the  broad 
*f'raad  i^  back  of  the  indignant  river  \"     The  unhappy  natives  of 
-    /;  the 

?,  The  revolt  of  the  Goths,  and  the  block-     ZoAmus  (I.  v.  p.  292.),  and  Joniandes  (de 
adc  of  Conftantinople,    are  dillinftly  men-     Rebus  Geticis,  c.  29.)• 

lionedbyCiaudi:;))  (in  Rufin.  1.  ii.  7  — 100.),         *  Alii  per  tergaferocis 

Danubii 
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the  provinces  to  the  SoutJi  of  the  Danube,  fubmitted  to  the  caramitieSi  CHAP, 
which,  in  the  courie  of  twenty  years,  were  almoft  grown  familiar  to  v-,  ■.„■■.  ,^ 
their,  imagination;  and  the  various  troops  of  Barbarians^  who  gloried 
in  the  Gothic  name,  wer-e  irregularly  fpread  from  the  woody  ihores 
of  Dalmatia,  to-  the  walls  of  Conftantniople  \  The  interruption,.  Or 
at  leaft  the  diminution,  of  the  fubfidy,  which  the  Goths  had  received 
from  the  prudent  liberality  of  Theodofius,  was  the  fpecious  pretence 
of  their  revolt:  the  affront  Avas  embittered  by  their  contempt  for  ths 
unwarlike  Tons  of  Theodofms;  and  their  refentrnent  was  inflamed 
by.  the  weaknefs,  or  treachery,  of  the  minifter  of  Arcadius^  The 
frequent  vifits  of  Rufinus  to  the  camp  of  the  Barbarians,  whofe  arms 
and  apparel  he  affeded  to  imitate,  were  confidered  as  a  fufhcient 
evidenee  of  his  guilty  coi"refpondence :  and  the  public  enemy,  from 
a  motive  either  of  gratitude  or  of  policy,  was  attentive,  amidfl  the 
general  devaftation,  to  fpare  the  private  eftates  of  the  unpopular 
priefed:.  The  Goths,  inftead  of  being  impelled  by  the  blind  and. 
headftroTlg  paffions  of  their  chiefs,  were  now  dh^efted  by  the  bold 
and  artful  genius  of  Alaric.  That  renowned  leader  was  defoended 
from  the  noble  race  of  the  Balti  *;  which  yielded  only  to  the  royal 
dignity  of  the  Amali :  he  had  folicited  the  command  of  the  Roman 
ai'mies ;   and  the  Imperial  court  provoked   him  to   demonftrate  the 

Danubii  folidata  ruunt ;  expertaque  remis         *  Baltha,    or  bold:    origo  mirifica,    fayo 
ft,-g.na  rotis.  Jornandes    (c.    29.).      This  illuilrious   race 


^ranaunt  : 


Claudian  and  Ovid  often  amufe  their  fancy  j^^g  cominLied  to  flouriili  in  France,  in  the 

by  interchanging  the  metaphors  and  proper-  o„,i,:^  „,^,„•«^«  «f  ς=,,•™ό^,•„          τ 

,  /                  *■    -^               ,'.,,.          ,       ,  Crothic  province  or  beptiraania,  or  Laneue- 

ties  of  ti.juid  water,    and  /olid  ice.     Much  ,              ,       ,                    ,          ,,     .        ^ 

r  I/•      •    il      L                   J    J   •       L•        r  doc;  under  the  corrupted  appellation  of ,5αΒΛ•.• 

fiilfe  wit  has  been  expended  m  this  eafy  ex-  ^         ^^ 

gj.jjfg^  and  a    branch    of   that    family    afterwards 

^  Jerom,  tom.'i.  p.  z6.  He  endeavours  fettled  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples  (Grotiiis 
to  comfort  his  friend  Heiiodorus,  biihop  of  in  Prolegom.  ad  Hid.  Gothic,  p.  53.).  Ths 
Altinum,  for  the  lofs  of  his  nephew  Nepo-  lords  of  Baux,  near  Aries,  and  of  feventy- 
tian,  by  a  curious  recapitulation  of  all  the  „;„£  fubordinate  places,  were  independent 
public  and  private  misfortunes  of  the  times.  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  „f  Provence  (Longuerue.  De- 
See  Tillcmont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  xii.  p.  /•  •  .•  j  1  d  •  ^ 
*^  fcnption  de  la  France,  torn.  1.  p.  3C7.1. 
2Q0,  &c.,  r    J3/  ; 

folly 
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CHAP,  folly  of  their  refufal,  and  the  importance  of  their  lofs.  Whatever 
v^  -,~  .;  hopes  might  be  entertained  of  the  conqueft  of  Conftantinople,  the 
judicious  general  foon  abandoned  an  impradicable  enterprife.  In 
the  mldft  of  a  divided  court,  and  a  difcontented  people,  the  emperor 
Arcadius  was  terrified  by  the  afped:  of  the  Gothic  arms :  but  the 
want  of  wifdom  and  valour  was  fupplied  by  the  ftrength  of  the 
city ;  and  the  fortifications,  both  of  the  fea  and  land,  might  fe- 
curely  brave  the  impotent  and  random  darts  of  the  Barbarians.  Ala- 
ric  difdained  to  trample  any  longer  on  the  proftrate  and  iniined 
countries  of  Thrace  and  Dacia,  and  he  refolved  to  feek  a  plentiful 
harveft  of  fime  and  riches  in  a  province  which  had  hitherto  efcaped 
the  ravages  of  war  '. 
Alark  The  charader  of  the  civil  and  military  officers,  on  whom  Rufinus 

ί^ιΓοΓεοεε,  had  devolved  the  government  of  Greece,  confirmed  the  public  fufpi- 
'  ^^  '  cion,  that  he  had  betrayed  the  ancient  feat  of  freedom  and  learning 
to  the  Gothic  invader.  The  proconful  Antiochus  was  the  unwor- 
thy fon  of  a  refpeilable  father-,  and  Gerontius,  who  commanded  the 
provincial  troops,  was  much  better  qualified  to  execute  the  oppreflive 
orders  of  a  tyrant,  than  to  defend,  with  courage  and  ability,  a  coun- 
try moil  remarkably  fortified  by  the  hand  of  nature.  Alaric  had 
traverfed,  without  refiftance,  the  plains  of  Macedonia  and  Theflaly, 
as  far  as  the  foot  of  Mount  Oeta,  a  fteep  and  woody  range  of  hills, 
"almoft  impervious  to  his  caA^alry.  They  fi:retched  from  Eaft  to  Weft, 
to  the  edge  of  the  fea-ihore ;  and  left,  between  the  precipice  and  the 
Malian  Gulf,  an  interval  of  three  hundred  feet,  which,  in  fome  places, 
was  contracted  to  a  road  capable  of  admitting  only  a  fingle  carriage  ^ 
In  this  narrow  pafs  of  Thermopylae,  where  Lconidas  and  the  three 

ί  Zofimus  (1.  V.  p.  203-295.)  is  our  bell  *  Compare  Herodotus  (I.  Λτϋ.  c.  176.)  and 

guide  for  the  ccnquell'of  Greece  :  but  the  Livy  (xxxvi.  15.).     The  narrow  entrance  of 

iints  and  allufion  of  Claudian  are  fo  many  Greece  was  probably  enlarged  by  each  fuc- 

f  ays  of  hiiloric  light,  ce^'ve  raviflier. 

,  hundred 
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Imndred  Spartans  had  j^Iorioufly  devoted  their  lives,  the  Goths  might  ^  ^.y  ^' 
have  been  Hopped,  or  deili'oyed,  by  a  ikilful  general;  and  perhaps  the  <- — ^—-^ 
view  of  that  facred  fiJot  might  have  kindled  foine  fparks  of  military  ardour 
in  the  breads  of  the  degenerate  Greeks.  The  troops  which  had  been 
polled  to  defend  the  ftreights  of  Thermopylae,  retired,  as  they  were 
direded,  without  attempting  to  diilurb  the  fecure  and  rapid  pafflige 
of  Alaric';  and  the  fertile  fields  of  Phocis,  and  Bazotia,  were  in- 
ftantly  covered  by  a  deluge  of  Barbarians ;  who  maffacred  the  males 
of  an  age  to  bear  arms,  and  drove  away  the  beautiful  females,  with 
the  fpoil,  and  cattle,  of  the  flaming  villages.  The  travellers,  who 
vifited  Greece  feveral  years  afterwards,  could  eafily  difcover  the  deep 
iind  bloody  traces  of  the  march  of  the  Goths  ;  and  Thebes  was  lefs 
indebted  for  her  prefervatioa  to  the.  fuxogth  of  her  feven  gates,  than 
to  the  eager  hafte  of  Alaric,  who  advanced  to  occupy  the  city  of 
Athens,  and  the  important  harbour  of  the  Pir^us.  The  fame  imp:•- 
tience  lu-gcd  him  to  prevent  the  delay  and  danger  of  a  fiege,  b)  aie 
offer  of  a  capitulation;  and  as  foon  as  the  Athenians  heard  the ^'■ci:e 
of  the  Gothic  herald,  they  were  eafily  perfuaded  to  deliver  the 
greateft  part  of  their  wealth,  as  the  ranfom  of  the  city  of  Minerva» 
and  its  inhabitants.  The  treaty  was  ratiiied  by  folemn  oaths,  and 
obferv^ed  with  mutual  fidelity.  The  Gothic  prince,  with  a  fmall  and 
Mcdi.  train,  was  admitted  within  the  walls;  he  indulged  himfelf  in 
the  refreftiment  of  the  bath,  accepted  a  fplendid  banquet  which  was 
provided  by  the  magiRrate,  and  aifefted  to  fhew  that  he  was  not  ig- 
norant of  the  manners  of  civilifed  nations '.     But  the  whole  territory 

'  He  pailed,  fays  Eunapiiis  (in  Vit.  Phi-  Zoiknus,  who  wilhed  to  foften  the  calamities 

lofoph.    p.   93.    edit.    Commelin,     1556.),  of  Athens. 

through  the  ftreights-  λα  τα,^  ■sjv^ut  (of  Ther-  Nee  fera  Cecropias  traxiflent  vincula  matres. 

mopylx)   ^a..Afc.,    u■cn^ς  i.^  r=.i«*,    *«  >V^..  5^,^^^^^^   ^gpj^^   ^j^j_    ^^   ^,^_  ^jj^_    p^^^^j 

χξοτο  rosJis  τζ'.χΜ.  obferves,  that  Athens,    vvhcfe  fufTerings  he 

*  In  obedience  to  Jerom,  and   Claudian  imputps  to  the  proconful's  avarice,  was  at 

(in  Rufin.  1.  ii     191.)'  I  ^^^'^  mixed  feme  that  time  lefs  famous  for  her  fchools  of  philo- 

•jajkei  colours  in  the  mild  reprefentation  of  fophy  than  for  her  trade  of  honey. 

Vol.  m.  Τ  of 
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C  H^A  p.  of  Attica,  from  the  promontoiy  of  Sunium  to  the  town  of  Mcgara,., 
was  blaftcd  by  his  baleful  prefence ;  and,  if  we  may  ufe  the  compari- 
fon  of  a  contemporary  philofopher,  Athens  itfelf  refembled  the  bleed- 
ing and  empty  ikin  of  a  flaughtered  vidim.  The  diftance  between• 
Megara  and  Corinth  could  not  much  exceed  thirty  miles  ;  but  the 
badroad^  an  expreffive  name,  which  it  ftill  bears  among  the  Greeks, 
was,  or  might  eafily  haA^e  been  made,  impaffable  for  the  march  of 
an  enemy.  The  thick  and  gloomy  woods  of  Mount  Cithsron  co- 
vered the  inland  country ;  the  Scironian  rocks  approached  the  water's 
edge,  and  hung  over  the  narrow  and  winding  path,  which  was  con- 
fined above  fix  miles  along  the  fea-ihore ".  The  paifage  of  thofe  • 
rocks,  fo  infamous  in  every  age,  was  terminated  by  the  ifthmus  of 
Corinth  ;  and  a  fmall  body  of  firm  and  intrepid  foldiers  might  have 
fuccefsfuUy  defended  a  temporary  intrenchment  of  five  or  fix  miles» 
from  the  Ionian  to  the  iEgean  fea.  The  confidence  of  the  cities  of 
Peloponnefus,  in  their  natural  rampart,  had  tempted  them  to  negleft 
the  care  of  their  antique  walls ;  and  the  avarice  of  the  Roman  gover-- 
nors  had  exhaufted  and  betrayed  the  unhappy  province  ".  Corinth, 
Argos,  Sparta,  yielded  without  refiftance  to  the  arms  of  the  Goths  ; , 
and  the  moft  fortunate  of  the  inhabitants  were  faved,  by  death,  from 
beholding  the  flavery  of  their  families,  and  the  conflagration  of  their  ■ 
cities".  The  vafes  and  ftatues  were  diftributed  among. the  Barba- 
rians, wath  more  regard  to  the  value  of  the  materials,  than  to  the 

9  Vallata  mari  Scironia  rupes,       forcibly,  delineates  the  fcene  of  rapine  and 

Et  duo  continue  conneftens  sequora  muro       defli  uilion. 

lilhmOS "  Τξΐ,/Λ£ϊ«£ϊξ£ί  Δαναοί  χαιΤίΤ^αχΐ-:,  &C.    TJiefe 

Claudian  de  Bell.  Getico,  ι8•8.  generous  lines  of  Homer  (OdyiT.  I.  v.  306.) 

The  Scironian  rocks  are  delcribed  by  Paufa-  were  tranfcribed  by  one  of  the  captive  youths  . 

nias  (1.  i.  c.  44.  p.   107.  edit.  Kahn)   and  of  Corinth:  and  the  tears  of  Mummius  may 

our  modern   travellers,    Wheeler    (p.  436.)•  prove  that  the  rude  conqueror,    though  he 

and  Chandler    (p.  298.).      Hadrian  made  was  ignorant  of  the  value  of  an  original  pic- 

the  road  paffable  for  two  carriages.  ture,  pofleifed  the  pureft  fource  of  good  taile,  . 

'"  Claudian  (inRufin.  1.  ii.   186.  and  de  a   benevolent  heart     (Plutarch,    Synipofiac.  . 

Belle  Getico,    611,   &c.)    vaguely,  though  1.  ix.  torn.  ii.  p.  737.  edit.  Wechel.). 

elegance. 
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elegance  of  the  workmanfliip  ;  the  female  captives  fubmitted'to  the  C  HA  P. 
laws  of  war ;  the  enjoyment  of  beauty  was  the  reward  of  valour;  and  w— ν — -* 
the  Greeks  could  not  reafonably  complain  of  an  abufe,  which  was 
juftihed  by  the  example  of  the  heroic  times '\  The  defcendants  of 
that  extraordinary  people,  who  had  confidered  valour  and  difcipline 
as  the  walls  of  Sparta,  no  longer  remembered  the  generous  reply  of 
their  anceftors  to  an  invader  more  formidable  than  Alaric.  "  If  thϋμ 
*'  art  a  god,  thou  wilt  not  hurt  thofe  who  have  never  injured  thee  ; 
*'  if  thou  art  a  man,  advance: — and  thou  wilt  find  men  eqxial  to 
"  thyfelf '^"  From  Thermopylx  to  Sparta,  the  leader  of  the  Goths 
purfued  his  vid:orious  march  without  encountering  any  mortal  anta- 
gonifts :  but  one  of  the  advocates  of  expiring  Paganifm  has  confi- 
dently aflerted,  that  the  walls  of  Athens  were  guarded  by  the  goddefs 
Minerva,  with  her  formidable  ^gis,  and  by  the  angry  phantom  of 
Achilles  '*;  and  that  the  conqueror  was  difmayed  by  the  prefence  of 
the  hoftile  deities  of  Greece.  In  an  age  of  miracles,  it  would  per- 
haps be  unjuft  to  difpute  the  claim  of  the  hiilorian  Zofimus  to  the 
common  benefit;  yet  it  cannot  be  diifembled,  that  the  mind  of 
Alaric  was  ill  prepared  to  receive,  either  in  fleeping  or  waking  vifions, 
the  impreffions  of  Greek  fuperftition.  The  fongs  of  Homer,  and 
the  fame  of  Achilles,  had  probably  never  reached  the  ear  of  the  illi- 
terate Barbarian;  and  the  Chr'iflian  faith,  which  he  had  devoutly 
embraced,  taught  him  to  defpife  the  imaginary  deities  of  Rome  and 
Athens.  The  invafion  of  the  Goths,  inftead  of  vindicating  the  ho- 
nour, contributed,  at  leaft  accidentally,  to  extirpate  the  laft  remains» 

"  Momer  perpetually  defcribes  the  exem-  Laconic  dialeil.  Pynhus  attacked  Sparta  with 

plary  patience  of"  thefe  female  captives,  \vho  25,000  foot,   zcoo  horfe,  and  24  elephants  : 

gave  their  chams,  and  even  their  hearts,  to  and  the  defence  of  that  open  town  is  a  fine 

the  murderers  of  their  fathers,  brothers,  &c.  comment  on   the  laws  of  Lycurgus,  even  in 

Such  a  paffion   (of  Eriphile   for  Achilles)  is  the  laft  ftage  of  decay, 

touched  with  admirable  delicacy  by  Racine.  '*  Such,    perhaps,  as  Homer    (Iliad,  xx. 

"  Plutarch  (in  Pyrrho,  torn.  ii.  p.  471.  164.)  has  fo  nobly  painted  him. 
•edit.  Brian)  gives  the  genuine  anfwer  in  the 

Τ    2  of 
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CHAP,    of   PaQ-amfm:    and    the  rnvfteries   of   Ceres,    which    had   fubfifled 

XXX.  b  >  j^  ' 

V    -, 1    eighteen  hundred  years,  did  not  furvive  the  deftrudion  of  Eleufis, 

and  tlie  calamities  of  Greece  ". 
He  is  .-ittack-  The  Uxil  hope  of  a  people  who  could  no  longer  depend  on  their 
^ίίο^^^"''"  arms,  their  gods,  or  their  fovereign,  was  placed  in  the  powerful 
^•  ^•  191  ■>  aififtance  of'the  general  of  the  Weft;  and  Stilicho,  who  had  not  been 
permitted  to  rcpulfe,  advanced  to  chaftife,  the  invaders  of  Greece  '^ 
A  numerous  fleet  was  equipped  in  the  ports  of  Italy;  and  the  troops, 
after  a  iliort  and  profperous  navigation  over  the  Ionian  fea,  were 
fafely  difembarked  on  the  ifthmus,  near  the  ruins  of  Corinth.  The 
woody  and  mountainous  country  of  Arcadia,  the  fabulous  refidence 
of  Pan  and  the  Dr^^ads,  became  the  fcene  of  a  long  and  doubtful 
eonflid  between  two  generals  not  unworthy  of  each  other.  The  ■ 
fkill  and  perfeverance  of  the  Roman  at  length  prevailed:  and  the 
Goths,  after  fuftaining  a  confiderable  lofs  from  difeafe  and  defertion-, 
gradually  retreated  to  the  lofty  mountain  of  Pholoe,  near  the  fources 
ofthePeneus,  and  on  the  frontiers  of  Elis;  a  facred  country,  which 
had  formerly  been  exempted  from  the  calamities  of  war  ".  Tiie  camp 
of  the  Barbarians  was  immediately  befieged  :  the  waters  of  the  ri- 
ver '^  were  diverted  into  another  channel ;  and  while  they  laboured 

under 

'5  Eun.ipius  (in  Vit.  Philofoph.  p.  90—  tKeir  privilege,  and  they  fuffered.     Polybius 

93.)  intimates,  that  a  troop  of  Monks  be-  advifes  them  to  retire  once  more  within  theii• 

trayed   Greece,    and   followed    the    Gothic  magic  circle.     See  a  learned  and  judicioui 

camp.  difcourfe  on  the  Olympic  games,  which  Mr. 

'*  For  Stilicho's  Greek  war,  compare  the  Weft  has  prefixed  to  his  tranflation  of  Pin» 

honeft  narrative  of  Zofimus   (1.  v.  p,   295,  dar. 

396.),  with  the  curious  circumftantial  flattery  ''  Claudian  (in  iv  Conf.  Hon.  480.)  al- 

of  Claudian    (i    Conf.   Stilich.    1.   i.   172—  ludes  to  the  fad,  without  naming  the  river- 

186.    iv  Conf.  Hon.  459—487.).     As  the  perhaps   the  Alpheus    (i   Conf.    Stil.    1.  i. 

event  was  not  glorious,  it  is  artfully  thrown  185.). 

into  the  ftade,  2(  Alpheus  Geticis  anguilus  accrvis 

"  The  troops  who  marched  through  Elis  ^ardior  ad  Siculos  etiamnum  pergit  amorcs. 
delivered  up  their  arms.     This  iecurity  en- 
riched the  Eleans.  who  were  lovers  of  a  rural  Yet  I  ihould   prefer  the  Peneus,  a  Diallow 
life.     Riches  begat  pridej    they  difdained  ftream  in  a  wide  and  deep  bed,  which  runs- 
through 
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under  the  intolerable  preffure  of  thirfl:  and  hunger,  a  Ih-ong•  Ihie  of  CHAP, 
circumvallation  was  formed  to  prevent  their  efcape.  After  thefe  pre-  c— v— — / 
cautions,  Stilicho,  too  confident  of  victory,  retired,  to  enjoy  his  tri- 
umph, in  the  theatrical  games,  and  lafcivious  dances,  of  the  Greeks; 
his  foldiers,  deferting  their  ftandards,  fpread  themfelves  over  the  coun- 
try of  their  allies,  which  they  ftripped  of  all  that  had  been  faved  front 
the  rapacious  hands  of  the  enemy.  Alaric  appears  to  have  feized  the  fa- 
vom-able  moment  to  execute  one  of  thofe  hardy  enterprifes,  in  which 
the  abilities  of  a  general  are  difplayed  with  more  genuine  luftre,  than 
in  thG-ttimult  of  a  day  of  battle.  To  extricate  himfelf  from  the 
prifon  of  Peloponnefus,  it  was  necefliiry  that  he  ihould  pierce  the 
intrenchments  which  furrounded  his  camp ;  that  he  iliould  perform 
a  difficult  and  dangerous  march  of  thirty  miles,  as  far  as  the  Gulf  of 
Corinth ;  and  that  he  iliould  tranfport  his  troops,  his  captives,  and 
his  fpoil,  over  an  arm  of  the  fea,  which,  in  the  narro'w  interval  efcapes  to 
between  Rhium  and  the  oppofite  fhore,  is  at  leafl:  half  a  mile  ^^^^^' 
in  breadth  '°.  The  operations  of  Alaric  muft  have  been  fecret, 
prudent,  and  rapid,;  fince  the  Roman  general  was  confoundecl 
by  the  intelligence,  that  the  Goths,  who  had  eluded  his  'efforts, 
were  in  full  poiTeifion  of  the  important  province  of  Epirus.  This 
unfortunate  delay  allowed  Alaric  fufficient  time  to  conclude  the 
treaty,  which  he  fecretly  negociated,  with  the  minifters  of  Conftan- 
tinople.  The  apprehenfion  of  a  civil  war  compelled  Stilicho  to  re- 
tire, at  the  haughty  mandate  of  his  rivals,  from  the  dominions  of 
Arcadius ;  and  he  refpeded,  in  the  enemy  of  Rome,  the  honour- 
able charader  of  the  ally  and  fervant  of  the  emperor  of  the  Eaft. 

through  Elis,  and  falls  into  the  fea  below         ''    Strabo,    !.   viii.  p.  517.      Plin.   Hiil. 

Cyllene.     It  had  been  joined  with  the  Al-  Natur.  iv.  3.     Wheeler,  p.  308.     Chandler, 

pheus,  to  cleanfe  the  Augean  liable  (Cella-  p.    275.      They  meafured,.  from    different 

rius,  torn.  i.  p.  760.     Chandler's  Travels,  points,  the  diftance  between  the  two  lands. 
P-286O. 

ί  .       A  Grecian 
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A  Grecian  phllofopher  ",  who  vlfiied  Conftantinople  foon  after  the 
death  of  Theodofius,  publifhed  his  hh:ral  opinions  concerning  the 
dudes  of  kings,  and  the  ilate  of  the  Roman  republic.  S)aiefiu$  ob- 
ferves,  and  deplores  the  fatal  abufe,  which  the  imprudent  bounty 
of  the  late  emperor  had  introduced  into  the  military  fervice.  The 
citizens,  and  fubje£ts,  had  purchafed  an  exemption  from  the  indif- 
penfable  duty  of  defending  their  country ;  which  was  fupported  by 
the  arms  of  Barbarian  mercenaries.  The  fugitives  of  Scythia  were 
permitted  to  difgrace  the  illuftrious  dignities  of  the  empire ;  their 
ferocious  youth,  who  difdained  the  falutary  rertraint  of  laws,  were 
more  anxious  to  acquire  the  riches,  than  to  imitate  the  arts,  of  a 
people,  the  objecil  of  their  contempt  and  hatred  j  and  the  power  of 
the  Goths  was  the  ftone  of  Tantalus,  perpetually  fufpended  OA^er 
the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  devoted  ftate.  The  meafures,  which 
Synefius  recommends,  are  the  didlates  of  a  bold  and  generous  pa- 
triot. He  exhorts  the  emperor  to  revive  the  courage  of  his  fubjedts, 
by  the  example  of  manly  virtue ;  to  baniih  luxury  from  the  court, 
and  from  the  camp  ;  to  fubftitute,  in  the  place  of  the  Barbarian  mer- 
cenaries, an  army  of  men,  interefted  in  the  defence  of  their  laws  and 
of  their  property ;  to  force,  in  fuch  a  moment  of  public  danger,  the 
mechanic  from  his  ihop,  and  the  philofopher  from  his  fchool ;  to 
roufe  the  indolent  citizen  from  his  dream  of  pleafure,  and  to  arm, 
for  the  protedlion  of  agriculture,  the  hands  of  the  laborious  hufband- 
man.  At  the  head  of  fuch  troops,  who  might  deferve  the  name, 
and  would  difplay  the  fpirit,  of  Romans,  he  animates  the  fon  of 
Theodofms  to  encounter  a  race  of  Barbarians,  who  were  deilitute  of 
any  real  courage;   and   never  to  lay  down   his    arms,    till  he  had 

"  Synefius  pailed  three  years  (A.  D.  397  de    Regno    (p.    1  —  32.    edit.   Pctav.    Paris 

— 400.)   at  Conftantinople,  as   deputy  from  1612.)•     The  philofopher  was  made  bilhop 

Cyrene   to  the  emptior  Arcadius.     He  pre-  of  Ftolemais,    A.  D.   410,  and  died   about 

fented  him  with  a  crown  of  gold,  and  pro-  430.    Sec  ^'illemont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  toin.  xii, 

no.unced  before  him  the  inftrudlive  oration  p•  499.  554.  683—685. 

chaced 
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chaced  them  far  Sway  into  the  folitudes  of  Scythia;  or  had  reduced  ^ί^^.γ  ^' 
them  to  the  ftate  of  ignominious  fervitude,  which  the  Lacedasmo-  ^— — ν — ~» 
nians  formerly  impofed  on  the  captive  Helots  ".  The  court  of  Ar- 
cadius  indulged  the  zeal,  applauded  the  eloquence,  and  negle£ted 
the  advice,  of  Synefius.  Perhaps  the  philofopher,  who  addrefles  the 
emperor  of  the  Eaft,  in  the  language  of  reafon  and  virtue,  which  he 
might  have  ufed  to  a  Spartan  king,  had  not  condefcended  to  form  a 
pradlicable  fcheme,  confiilent  with  the  temper,  and  circumftances, 
of  a  degenerate  age.  Perhaps  the  pride  of  the  minifters,  whofe  bu- 
fmefs  wasfeldom  interrupted  byrefledlion,  might  rejedl,  as  wild  and 
vifionaiy,  every  propofal,  which  exceeded  the  meafure  of  their  capa- 
city, and  deviated  from  the  forms  and  precedents  of  office.  While 
the  oration  of  Syneftus,  and  the  downfal  of  the  Barbarians,  were  the 
topics  of  popular  converfation,  an  edidt  v/as  publiihed  at  Conftanti- 
nople,  which  declared  the  promotion  of  Alaric  to  the  rank  of  mailer- 
general  of  the  Eaftern  Illyricum.  The  Roman  provincials,  and  the 
allies,  w^ho  hadrefpefted  the  faith  of  treaties,  were  juftly  indignant, 
that  the  ruin  of  Greece  and  Epirus  ihould  be  fo  liberally  rewarded. 
The  Gothic  conqueror  was  received  as  a  lawful  magiftrate,  in  the 
cities  which  he  had  fo  lately  befieged.  The  fathers,  whofe  fons  he 
had  maifacred,  the  huibands,  whofe  wives  he  had  violated,  were 
fubjed  to  his  authority:  and  the  fuccSfs  of  his  rebellion  encouraged 
the  ambition  of  every  leader  of  the  foreign  mercenaries.  The  ufe 
to  which  Alaric  applied  his  new  command,  diftinguiilies  the  firm 
and  judicious  charadter  of  his  policy.  He  iffued  his  orders  to  the  ■ 
four  magazines  and  manufadlures  of  oiFenfive  and  defenfive  arms, 
Margus,  Ratiaria,  Naifilis,  and  Theflalonica,  to  provide  his  troops 
with  an  extraordinary  fupply  of  ihields,  helmets,  fwords,  and  ipears; 
the  unhappy  provincials  were  compelled  to  forge  the  inilruments  of 
their  own  deftrudion  ;  and  the  Barbarians  removed  the  only  defed  , 

**  Synefius  de  Regno,  p.  21  —  26. 

2_  "whicui 
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which  had  fometimes  difappointed  the  efforts  of  their  courage  ". 
The  birth  of  Alaric,  the  glory  of  his  pail  exploits,  and  the  confidence 
in  his  future  dcfigns,  infenfibly  united  the  body  of  the  nation  under 
his  victorious  ftandard  ;  and,  with  the  unanimous  confent  of  the  Bar- 
barian chieftains,  the  mafter-general  of  Illyricum  was  elevated,  ac- 
cording to  ancient  cuftom,  on  a  ihield,  and  folemnly  proclaimed 
and  king  of  king  of  the  Vifigoths  ''\  .  Armed  with  this  double  power,  feated  on 
1  igo  s.  ^^^  verge  of  the  two  empires,  he  alternately  fold  his  deceitful  pro- 
mifes  to  the  courts  of  Arcadius  and  Honorius  ''* ;  till  he  declared  and 
executed  his  refolution  of  invading  the  dominions  of  the  Weft.  The 
provinces  of  Europe  which  belonged  to  the  Eaftern  emperor,  were 
already  ex haufted  ;  thofe  of  Afia  were  inacceffible ;  and  the  ftrength 
of  Conftantinople  had  refifted  his  attack.  But  he  was  tempted  by  the 
feme,  the  beauty,  the  wealth  of  Italy,  which  he  had  twice  vifited ; 
and  he  fecretly  afpired  to  plant  the  Gothic  ftandard  on  the  walls  of 
Rome,  and  to  enrich  his  army  with  the  accumulated  fpoils  of  three 
hundred  triumphs  ''. 
He  invades  The  fcarcity  of  fads  ",  and  the  uncertainty  of  dates  *',  oppofe  our 

^.D.  4.00—  attempts  to  defcribe  the  circumftances  of  the  firft  invafion  of  Italy 


403. 


by 

'•» —  qui  fojdera  rumpit  *'  Alpibus  Italix  ruptis  penetrabis  ad  Ur- 

Ditatiir  :   qui  iervat,  eget  :  vafl.ntor  Achivie  iem. 

Gentis,  et  Epinim  nuper  populatus  ihultam  This  authentic  prediftion  was  announced  by 

Pra-'fidet  Illyrico  :  jam,  quos  oblv'dit,  amicos  Alaric,    or  at    lead  by   Claudian    (de  Bell. 

Ingrcditur  muros ;  illis  lefponfa  daturus  Getico,  547.),   fcven  years  before  the  event. 

Quorum conjugibuspotitur.natofquepcremit.  But  as  it  was  not  accompliilicd  within  the 

Claudian  in  Eutrop.  1.  ii.  21  z.     Alaric  ap-  tc m  which  has  been  raiTily  fixed,  the  inter- 

plauds  his  own  policy  (de  Bell.  Getic.  533  preiers  cfcaped  thro' an  ambiguous  meaning. 

— 543.),  in  the  ufe  which  he  had  made  of  «  Our  beit  materials  are  9-0   veries  of 

thislllyrian  juiifdidlion.  Clau.iinr.,  in  tlie  poem  on  the  Gcric  V/ar, 

*5  Jorr.andes,    c.    29.   p.   6ji.     The  Go-  aud  the  beginning  of  that  which  clebrates 

thichiftoiian  adds,  with  miuiu.il  fpirit,  Cum  the  fi.xth  confulOjp  of  Honoriu,.     Zoiimus 

fuis  dclibcrans  fuafit  fuo  labore  quarere  rcg-  is  totally  filent  ;  and  we  are  reduced  to  fuch 

na,  quam  alienis  per  otium  fubjacerc.  fcraps,    or  rather   Lru;.:o:,  as  we    .tan  pick 

■"■*  Difcors  odiifqiie  anccps  civilibus  frci.i  Oiofins  and  the  Chroricles. 

Orbis  ''  Not^^^ththIιdillg  tii;.  g     fs  errors  of  Jor- 

Non  fua  vis  tutata  diu,  dum  firdera  fallax  nandcs,  wtio  confounds  th•  Ii?ii.:n  wars  of 

Ludit,  ct  altcrns  perjuria  v?ndit,it  aulx.  Alaric  (c.  29.)»  ^'s  '^^^^  of  the  confulfliip 

Claudian  de  Bell.  Get.  565-  of 
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hy  the  arms  of  Alailc.     His   march,  perliaps  from    Theflalonica,    CHAP. 

through  the  warlike  and  hoftile  country  of  Pannonia,  as  far  as  the    \ - L^ 

foot  of  the  Julian  Alps  ;  his  paffage  of  thofe  mountains,  which  were 
ftrongly  guarded  by  troops  and  intrenchments  ;  the  fiege  of  Aquileia, 
and  the  conqueft  of  the  provinces  of  Iftria  and  Venetia,  appear  to 
have  employed  a  confiderable  time.  Unlefs  his  operations  were  ex- 
tremely cautious  and  flow,  the'lcngth  of  the  inteni^al  would  fuggeft  a 
probable  fufpicion,  that  the  Gothic  king  retreated  towards  the  banks 
of  the  Danube  ;  and  reinforced  his  army  with  freih  fwarms  of  Bar- 
barians, before  he  again  attempted  to  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  Italy. 
Since  the  public  and  important  events  efcape  the  diligence  of  the 
hiilorian,  he  may  amufe  himfelf  with  contemplating,  for  a  moment, 
the  influence  of  the  arms  of  Alaric  on  the  fortunes  of  two  obfcure  in- 
dividuals, a  prefbyter  of  Aquileia,  and  an  huibandman  of  Verona. 
The  learned  Rufinus,'  Λvho  was  fummoned  by  his  enemies  to  appear 
before  a  Roman  fynod",  wifely  preferred  the  dangers  of  a  befieged 
city ;  and  the  Barbarians,  vv^ho  furioufly  ihook  the  tvalls  of  Aquileia, 
might  fave'him  from  the  cruel  fentence  of  another  heretic,  who,  at  the 
requefl;  of  the  fame  bifliops,  was  feverely  whipped,  and  condemned  to 
perpetual  exile  on  a  defert  iflatid '',    The  oldvmn  ^°,  who  had  pafl'ed  his 

of  Stilicho  and  Aureliati  (A.  D.  400.)  is  firm         ^'  Jovinian,    the  enemy  of  fails   and  of 

and  refpeftable.     It  is  certain,  from  Clau-  celibacy,  who  was  perfecutcd,  and  infulted 

dian   (Tillemont  Hill,  des  Emp.  torn.  v.  p.  by   the    furious  Jerom    (Jortin's    Remarks, 

804.).  thatthe  battle  of  Pollenfia was  fought  vol.  iv.  p.  104,  &c.).    See  the  original  edid 

A.  D.  403  ;    but  we   cannot  eaiily  fill  the  of  baniihment  in   the  Theodofian  Code,  1. 

interval.  xvi.  tit.  v.  leg.  43. 

"  Tantum  Romans  urbis  judicium  fugis,  ^°  T^i=  epigram  (de  Sene  A^eronenfi  qui 

ut  magis  obfidionem  barbaricam,  qoam /a-  fiburbium   nufquam   egreffus  eft),  is  one  of 

<aia  urbis  judicium  velis    fuftinere.     Jerom.  ^^^  earlieft  and  moft  plcafmg  compofitions  of 

fom.  ii.  p.  239.     Rufinus  underftood  his  own  9^'''^''''"•  ..  Rowley's  imitation  (Kurd's  edi- 

danger:    the  peaceful  city  was  inflamed  by  *'°"'  ^■°'•  "•  P•  ^+O  has  fome  natural  and 

the  beldam  Marcella,  and  the  reft  of  Jerom's  ^^PP^  ^''°'"'^^  •  ^"^  '"^  "  «"Jch  inferior  to  the 

faaion.  original  portrait,  which  is  evidently"  drawn 

from  the  life. 

Vol.  III.  U  fimple 
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^  ^\-Y  ^'  fiinple  and  innocent  life  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Verona,  was  a  ilrangef 
^_— V- — -J  to  the  quarrels  Loth  of  kings  and  of  biiliops  ;  h'ls  pleafures,  his  dcfircs, 
his  knowledge,  were  confined  within  the  little  circle  of  his  paternal 
farm ;  and  a  ftaff  fupported  his  aged  fteps,  on  the  fame  ground  where 
he  had  fported  in  his  infancy.  Yet  even  this  humble  and  ruftic  felicity 
(which  Claudian  defcribes  with  fo  much  truth  and  feeling),  was  ilill 
expofed  to  the  undiftinguiihing  rage  of  war.  His  trees,  his  old  con- 
temporary trees  ^',  muft  blaze  in  the  conflagration  of  the  whole  coun- 
try ;  a  detachment  of  Gothic  cavalry  might  fweep  away  his  cottage 
and  his  family  ;  and  the  power  of  Alaric  could  deftroy  this  happinefs, 
which  he  was  not  able,  either  to  tafte,  or  to  beftow.  "  Fame,"  fays  the 
poet,  *'  encircling  with  terror  her  gloomy  wings,  proclaimed  the  march 
"  of  the  Barbarian  army,  and  filled  Italy  with  confternation  :"  the  ap- 
prehenfions  of  each  individual  were  increafed  in  juft  proportion  to 
the  meafure  of  his  fortune :  and  the  moft  timid,  who  had  already 
embarked  their  valuable  eifeds,  meditated  their  efcape  to  the  ifland 
of  Sicily,  or  the  African  coaft.  The  public  diftrefs  was  aggravated 
by  the  fears  and  reproaches  of  fuperftition  ^\  Every  hour  produced 
fome  horrid  tale  of  ftrange  and  portentous  accidents  :  the  Pagans  de- 
plored the  negled  of  omens,  and  the  interruption  of  facrifices  ;  but 
the  Chriftians  ilill  derived  fome  comfort  from  the  powerful  intercefllon 
of  the  faints  and  martyrs  ". 


"  Ingentem    meminit    parvo    qui    germine  ^*  Claudian  de  Bell.  Get.  199 — 266.    He 

quercum  may  feem  prolix  :  but  fear  and  fuperllition 

uEquacvumque  videt  confenuiile  nemus.  occupied  as  large  a  fpace  in  the  minds  of  the 

A  neiehbourinsr  wood  born  with  himfelf  \,  c'         1          rr           c  -n     \•  '         i  •  1 

°              °  ^^  From  the  paflages  of  Paulinus,  which 

.     ,,          ,.'    ,,  Baronius   has  produced   (Annal.    Ecclef.  A. 

And  loves  his  old  contemporary  trees.  ^^               tmo       \     •     ■            τ  η      1 

^       '  D.  403,    N°5i.),    It  IS  manifeft,    that  the 

In  this  paflage,  Cowley  is  perhaps  fuperior  general  alarm  had  pervaded  all  Italy,  as  far 

to  his  original ;  and  the  Engliih  poet,  who  as  Nola  in  Campania,   where  that   famous 

was  a  good  botanift,  has  concealed  the  oaks,  penitent  had  fixed  his  abode. 

under  a  more  general  expreflion. 

The 
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The  emperor  Honorius  was  diftinguiflied,  above  his  lubjeds,  by    ^  ^^-^  ^- 
the  pre-eminence  of  fear,    as  well  as   of  rank.     The   pride  and    < — — j 

Honorius 

luxury  in  which  he  was  educated,  had  not  allowed  him  to  fiifpeft,  flies  from 
that  there  exifted  on  the  earth  any  po\ver  preiumptuous  enough  to  a.  iS.'405:. 
invade  the  repofe  of  the  fucceflor  of  Auguftus.  The  arts  of  flattery 
concealed  the  impending  danger,  till  Alaric  approached  the  palace 
of  Milan.  But  when  the  found  of  war  had  awakened  the  young 
emperor,  inftead  of  flying  to  arms  with  the  fpirit,  or  even  the  i^aih- 
nefs,  of  his  age,  he  eagerly  liftened  to  thofe  timid  counfellors,  who 
propofed  to  convey  his  facred  peribn,  and  his  faithful  attendants,  to 
fome  fecure  and  diftant  ftation  in  the  provinces  of  Gaul.  Stilicho 
alone  '*  had  courage  and  authority  to  reilfl:  this  difgraceful  meafure, 
which  would  have  abandoned  Rome  and  Italy  to  the  Barbarians ; 
but  as  the  troops  of  the  palace  had  been  lately  detached  to  the 
Rhxtian  frontier,  and  as  the  refource  of  new  levies  was  flow  and 
precarioiis,  the  general  of  the  Weft  could  only  promife,  that,  if  the 
court  of  Milan  would  maintain  their  ground  during  his  abfence,  he 
would  focn  return  with  an  army  equal  to  the  encounter  of  the 
Gothic  king.  Without  lofmg  a  moment  (while  each  moment  was 
fo  important  to  the  public  fafety)  Stilicho  haftily  embarked  on  the 
Larian  lake,  afcended  the  mountains  of  ice  and  fnow,  amidft  the 
feverity  of  an  Alpine  winter,  and  fuddenly  reprefl'ed,  by  his  un- 
expefted  prefence,  the  enemy,  who  had  difturbed  the  tranquility  of 
Hhstia  ".  The  Barbarians,  perhaps  fome  tribes  of  the  Alemanni, 
refpeited  the  firmnefs  of  a  chief,  \vho  ftill  aflumed  the  language  of 
command  ;  and  the  choice  which  he  condeCcended  to  juake,  of  a 
feledt  number  of  their  braveft  youth,  was  confidered   as  a  mark  of 

3*  Solus  erat  Stilicho,   &c.  Is  the  exclu-     cant   mufl  Honorius   have   appeared  in  his 
five  commendation  which  Claudian  beftows     o^^"  '^°""  " 


(de  Bell.  Get.  267.),  without  condefcending     ,.  '\^^^  f ."  f  '^^  country    and  the  har- 
*■  '  *     dinefs  of  Stilicho,  are  finely  delcnbed  (de 

Bell.  Get-  340—363.). 

U  3  his 


Vae.cu.  V,..    ..j.„  w.u.uu.c.uueKenaing     ^._^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^    -  ^^^.^^.^^^ 

to   except    the    emperor.      How    infignifi-     Bell.  Get- 340-363.). 
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CHAP,   his  cftccm  and  favour.     The  cohorts,  who  were  delivered  from  the 

« , '   neighbouring  foe,  diligently  repaired  to  the  Imperial  ftandard  ;  and 

Stilicho  iflued  his  orders  to  the  moft  remote  troops  of  the  Weft,  to 
advance,  by  rapid  marches,  to  the  defence  of  Honorius  and  of  Italy. 
The  fortrefles  of  the  Rhine  were  abandoned  ;  and  the  fafety  of  Gaul 
Avas  protedled  only  by  the  faith  of  the  Germans,  and  the  ancient 
terror  of  the  Roman  name.  Even  the  legion,  which  had  been  fta- 
tioned  to  guard  the  wall  of  Britidn  againft  the  Caledonians  of  the 
North,  was  haftily  recalled  ^^ ;  and  a  numerous  body  of  the  cavalry 
cf  the  Alani  was  perfuaded  to  engage  in  the  fervice  of  the  emperor,, 
who  anxioufly  expedled  the  return  of  his  general.  The  prudence 
and  vigour  of  Stilicho  were  confpicuous  on  this  occafion,  which 
revealed,  at  the  fame  time,  the  weaknefs  of  the  falling  empire. 
The  legions  of  Rome,  which  had  long  fince  languifhed  in  the. 
gradual  decay  of  difcipline  and  courage,  were  exterminated  by  the.• 
Gothic  and  civil  wars  ;  and  it  was  found  impoifible,  without  ex- 
haufting  and  expofing  the  provinces,  to  aflemble  an  army  for  the 
defence  of  Italy. 
Heispurfued  When  Stilicho  feemed  to  abandon  his  fovereign  in  the  unguarded 
by  the^ Goths,  palace  of  Milan,  he  had  probably  calculated  the  term  of  his  abfcnce, 
the  diftance  of  the  enemy,  and  the  obftacles  "that  might  retard  their 
march.  He  principally  depended  on  the  rivers  of  Italy,  the  Adige,. 
the  Mincius,  the  Oglio,  and  the  Addua ;  which,  in  the  winter  or 
fpring,  by  the  iiiW  of  rains,  or  by  the  melting  of  the  fnows,  are 
commonly  fwellcd  into  broad  and  impetuous  torrents".     But  the 

feafon. 

3*  Venit  et  extremis  legio  prxtenta  Bri-  willing  to  allow  for  the  duration  of  the  Go- 

tannis  thic  war. 

Qua;  Scoto  dat  frena  truci.  ''  Every  traveller  mart  recoiled  the  face 

De  Bell.  Get.  416.  of  Lombardy   (fee   Fontenell  ■,    torn.  v.  p» 

Yet  the  moft  rapid  march  from  Edinburgh,  279.),  which  is  often  tormented  by  the  ca- 

or  NewcalUe,  to  Milan,  niuft  have  required  a  pricious  and  irregular  abundance  of  waters. 

longer  fpace  of  time  than  CJaudian  feems  The  Auflxians,  before  Genoa,  were  encamped 
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feafon  happened  to  be  remarkably  dry ;  and  the  Goths  could  tra-    chap, 

verfe,  without  impediment,  the  wide  and  ftony  beds,  whofe  centre    y.    - ,.-  '_f 

was  faintly  marked  by  the  courfe  of  a  fhallow  ftream.      The  bridge 

and  paiTage  of  the  Addua  were  fecured  by  a  ftrong  detachment  of 

the  Gothic  army  ;  and  as  Alaric  approached  the  walls,  or  rather  the 

fuburbs,  of  Milan,  he  enjoyed  the  proud  fatisfadlion  of  feeing  the 

emperor  of  the  Romans  fly  before  him.     Honorius,  accompanied  by 

a  feeble  train  of  ilatefmen  and   eunuchs,  haftily  retreated  towards 

the  Alps,  with  a  defign  of  fecuring  his  perfon  in  the  city  of  Aries, 

which  had  often  been  the  royal  refidence  of  his  predecelfors.     But 

Honorius  ^'  had  fcarcely  paiTed  the  Po,  before  he  was  overtaken  by 

the  fpeed  of  the  Gothic  cavalry  ^^ ;   fmce  the  urgency  of  the  danger 

compelled  him  to  feek  a  temporary  ilielter  within   the  fortification  of 

Afta,  a  town  of  Liguria  or  Piemont,    fituate   on  the  banks  of  the 

Tanarus  *''.      The  fiege  of  an  obfcure  place,   which  contained  fo  rich 

a  prize,  and  feemed  incapable  of  a  long  refiftance,   was   inftantly     ■ 

formed»  and  indefatigably  preiTed,  by  the  king  of  the  Goths  ;  and  the 

bold  declaration,  which  the  emperor  might  afterwards   make,   that 

his  breail  had  never  been  fufceptible  of  fear,  did  not  probably  obtain 

much  credit,  even  in  his  own  court*'.     In  the  laft,  and  almoft  hope- 

lefs  extremity,  after  the  Barbarians  had  already  propofed  the  indig- 

in  the    drj'   bed    of   the    Pokevera.     "   Ne         ^9  One  of  the  roads  may  be  traced  in  the 

"  farebbe"    (fays   Muratori,    "  mai   pailato  Itineraries  (p.  98.  2S8.  294.  with  Weifeling's 

"  per   mente   a  que  buoni   Alemanni,  che  notes).     Afta  lay  fome  miles  on  the  right- 

"  quel   picciolo    torrente    potellfe,    per   cofi  hand. 

"  dire  in  un  inftante  cangiarfi  in  un  tcrri-         *°  Afta,  or  Afti,  a  Roman  colony,  is  now 

"  bilgigante."  (Annal.  d'ltalia,  torn.  xvi.  the  capital  of  a  pleafant  county,  which,  in 

p.  443.  Milan,  1753,  8vo  edit.)  the  fixteenth  century,  devolved  to  the  Dukes 

2^  Claudian  does  not  clearly  anfwer  our  of  Savoy    (Leandro    Alberti    Defcrizzione 

queftion.  Where  was  Honorius  himfelf ?  Yet  d'ltalia,  p.  382.). 

the  flight  is  marked  by  the  purfnit ;  and  my         *^  Nee  me  timorimpulit  ullus.   He  might 

idea  of  the  Gothic  war    is  juftiiied  'by  the  hold  this  proud  language  the  next  year  at  ^ 

Italian  critics,    Sif;onius  (torn,  i.    P.  ii.   p.  Rome,  five  hundred  miles  from  the  fcene  of 

369.  de  Imp.  Occident.  1.  x.)  and  Muratori  danger  (vi  Conf,  Hon.  449.}. 
(.Annali  d'ltalia,  torn.  iv.  p.  45.). 
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CHAP,    nity  of  a  capitulation,  the  Imperial  captive  Avas   fuddcnly  relieved 

. w /    by  the  fame,  the  approach,  and  at  length  the  prefence  of  the  hero, 

whom  he  had  lb  long  expedled.  At  the  head  of  a  chofen  and  intrepid 
vanguard,  Stilicho  fwam  the  ftream  of  the  Addua,  to  gain  the  time 
which  he  muft  have  loft  in  the  attack  of  the  bridge ;  the  palfage 
of  the  Po  was  an  enterprife  of  much  lefs  hazard  and  diiBculty  ;  and 
the  fuccefsful  adlion,  in  which  he  cut  his  way  through  th€  Gothic 
camp  under  the  walls  of  Afta,  rcAaved  the  hopes,  and  vindicated  the 
honour,  of  Rome.  Inilead  .of  grafping  the  fruit  of  his  vidtory, 
the  Barbarian  was  gradually  inverted,  on  every  fide,  by  the 
troops  of  the  Weft,  who  fucceffively  ifllied  through  all  the  pafles  of 
the  Alps ;  his  quarters  were  ftraightened  ;  his  convoys  were  inter- 
cepted ;.  and  the  vigilance  of  the  Romans  prepared  to  form  a  chain 
of  fortifications,  and  to  befiege  thelinesof  the  befiegers.  A  military 
council  was  aflembled  of  the  long-haired  chiefs  of  the  Gothic  nation ; 
of  aged  warriors,  whofe  bodies  were  wrapped  in  furs,  and  whofe 
ftern  countenances  were  marked  with  honourable  wounds.  They 
weighed  the  glory  of  perfifting  in  their  attempt  againft  the  advan- 
tage of  fecuring  their  plunder  j  and  they  recommended  the  prudent 
meafure  of  a  feafonable  retreat.  In  this  important  debate,  Alaric 
difplayed  the  fpirit  of  the  conqueror  of  Rome ;  and  after  he  had 
reminded  his  countrymen  of  their  atchievements  and  of  their  defigns, 
he  concluded  his  animating  fpeech,  by  the  folemn  and  pofitive  aflu- 
rance,  that  he  was  refolved  to  find  in  Italy,  either  a  kingdom,  or  a 
grave  *\ 
Battle  of  ^-j^g  jQ^fg  dlfcipline  of  the  Barbarians  always  expofed  them  to 

A.  D.  403,     the  danger  of  a  furprife  ;  but,  inftead  of  chufing  the  diflblute  hours 

March  29. 

*'■  Hanc  ego  vel  viftor  regno,  vel   morte  the  Gothic  Neftor,  .ind  Achilles,  are  ftrong, 

tenebo  chaiaaeriftic,  adapted  to  the  circumftances  ; 

Viftus,  humum and  poflibly  not  lefs  genuine  than  thofe  of 

The  fpeeches  (de  Bell.  Get.  479— 549.)  of  Livy. 

of 
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of  riot  and  intemperance,  Stilicho  refolved  to  attack  the  ChrijVtan 
Goths  whilft  they  were  devoutly  employed  in  celebrating  the  feflival 
of  Eafter  "^'.  The  execution  of  the  ftratagem,  or,  as  it  was  termed 
by  the  clergy,  of  the  facrilege,  was  entrufted  to  Saul,  a  Barbarian  and 
a  Pagan,  who  had  ferved,  however,  with  diftinguiHied  reputation 
among  the  veteran  generals  of  Theodofms.  The  camp  of  the  Goths, 
which  Alaric  had  pitched  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pollentia  *V  was 
thrown  into  confuuon  by  the  fudden  and  impetuous  charge  of  the 
Imperial  caA^alry  ;  but,  in  a  few  moments,  the  undaunted  genius  of 
their  leader  gave  them  an  order,  and  a  field,  of  battle  ;  and,  as  foon 
as  they  had  recovered  from  their  aftoniiliment,  the  pious  confidence, 
that  the  God  of  the  Chriftians  would  aflert  their  caufe,  added  new 
ftrength  to  their  native  valour.  In  this  engagement,  which .  was 
long  maintained  with  equal  courage. and  fuccefs,  the  chief  of  the 
Alani,  whofe  diminutive  and  favage  form  concealed  a  magnanimous 
foul,  approved  his  fufpe£ted  loyalty,  by  the  zeal .  with  which  he 
fought,  and  fell,  in  the  fervice  of  the  republic ;  and  the  fame  of  this 
gallant  Barbarian  has  been  imperfetlly  preferved  in  the  verfes  of 
Claudian,  fince  the  poet,  who  celebrates  his  virtue,  has  omitted  the 
mention  of  his  name;  His  death  was  followed  by  the  flight  and 
difmay  of  the  fquadrons  which  he  commanded ;  and  the  defeat  of 
the  wing  of  cavalry  might  have  decided  the  victory  of  Alaric,  if 
Stilicho  had  not  immediately  led  the  Roman  and  Barbarian  infantry 
to  the  attack.     The  ikill  of  the  general,  and  the  bravery  of  the  fol- 

*3  Orofius  (1.  vii.  c.  37.)  is  niocked  at  the         4+  The  velllges  of  Pollentia  are  tuenty. 

impiety  of  the  Romans,  who  attacked,  on  fi^e  miles  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Turin.     Vrbs, 

Eafter-Sunday,  fuch  pious  Chriftians.     Yet,  •    ..1     <-  •  i  1        l      1 

,     ^  /  .\.  ^      ,  in  the  iame  neighbourhood,  was  a  royal  chace 

at  the  fame  time,  public  prayers  were  olFered       r    ■     ■  ■  r  ■,       .      ,  ,      C 

at  the  llirine  of  St.  Thomas  of  EdeiTa,  for  the  °^  "^"  '^'"^^^  °^  Lombardy,  and  a  fmall  n- 

deftruaion  of  the  Arian  robber.     See  Tille-  ^'^'"'    which  excufed  the  piediilion,  "  pene, 

mont  (Hift.  des  Emp.  torn.  v.  p.  529.),  who  "  ^•'abis  ad  urbem."    (Cluver.  Ital.  Antiq, 

quotes  an  homily,  which  has  been  erroneoufly  tom.  i.  p.  83  —  85.). 
afcribed  to  St.  Chryfoftom. 

I  diers. 
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CH  A  P.  diers,  funnoiinted  every  obftacle.  In  the  evening  of  the  bloody  day, 
*,_  .  _p  the  Goths  retreated  from  the  field  of  battle  ;  the  intrenchments  of 
their  camp  were  forced,  and  the  fcene  of  rapine  and  flaujhter  made 
fome  atonement  for  the  calamities  which  they  had  inflicted  on 
the  fubjedls  of  the  empire  *'.  The  magnificent  fpoiis  of  Corinth 
iind  Argos  enriched  the  veterans  of  the  Weil ;  the  captive  wife  of 
Alaric,  who  had  impatiently  claimed  his  promife  of  Roman  jewels 
and  Patrician  handmaids**,  was  reduced  to  implore  the  mercy  of 
the  infulting  foe ;  and  many  thoulivnd  prllbners,  releafed  from  the 
Gothic  chains,  difperfed  threugh  the  provinces  of  Italy  the  praifes  of 
their  heroic  deliverer.  The  triumph  of  Stilicho  *'  was  compared  by 
the  poet,  and  perhaps  by  the  public,  to  that  of  Marius  ;  who,  in  the 
fame  part  of  Italy,  had  encountered  and  defi:royed  another  army 
of  northern  Barbarians.  The  huge  bones,  and  the  eiapty  hel- 
mets, of  the  Cimbri  and  of  the  Goths,  would  eafily  be  confounded 
by  fucceeding  generations  ;  and  pofcerity  might  eredt  a  common 
trophy  to  the  memory  of  the  two  moft  illuftrious  generals,  who  had 
vanquifhed,  on  the  fame  memorable  ground,  the  two  moft  formidable 
enemies  of  Rome  '*^ 
Boldnefs  and  The  eloquence  of  Claudian  *'  has  celebrated,  Λvith  laviih  applaufe, 
Alaric.  the  vidlory  of  Pollentia,  one  of  the  moft  glorious  days  in  the  life  of 

*5  Orofius  wiihes,   in  douiitful  words,   to  due  to  the  moft  fufpicious  witnefles,  who  are 

infinuate  the  defeat  of  the  Romans.     "  I'l'g-  checked  bv  the  recent  notoriety  of  fafts. 

"  nantes    vicimus,    viftores    vi£li    fumus."  ■    '^'  Claudian's    peroration    is   ftrong  and 

Profper  (in  Chron.)  makes  it  an  equal  and  elegant;  but  the  identity  of  the  Cimbric  and 

bloody  battle  ;   but  the  Gothic  writer.•;,  Cif-  Gothic  fields,   muft  be  underftocd  (like  Vir- 

fiodorius    (in    Chron.)    and  Jornr.ndes   (de  gil's  Philippi,  Georgic  i.  490.)  according  to 

Reb.  Get.  c.  zt)/i  claim  a  decifiyc  vidory.  the  loofe  geography  of  a  poet.    Vercellx  and 

♦*  Demens  Aufonidiiih  gemmata  monilia  Pollentia  are  fixty  miles  from  each  other;  and 

matrum,  the  latitude  is  Hill  greater,  if  the  Cimbri  were 

Ronianafque  alta  famulas  cervicepetebat.  defeated  in  the  wide  and   b-rren   plain  of 

Dc  Bell.  Get.  627.  Verona    (Maftei,    Verona    Illuftrata,    P.  i. 

«   Cl.iudian    (de    Bell.    Get.   580—647.)  p•   54-62.). 
•andPrudentius   (in   Symmach.  1.  ii.  694—         -^»  Claudian  and Prndentius  muft  be  ftriftly 

719.)    celebrate,    withaut    ambiguity,    the  examined  to  reduce  the  figures,   and  extort 

Roman  viitory  of  Pollentia.     Th:;y  are  poe-  the  hilloric  fenfe  of  thofe  poets, 
tical  and  party  writers ;  yet  fome  credit  is 

2  hb 
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Ms  patron  ;  but  his  reludant  and  partial  mufe  beftows  more  genuine  ^  jf  -^  ^* 
praife  on  the  character  of  the  Gothic  king.  His  name  is  indeed  <- — «— ' 
branded  with  the  reproachful  epithets  of  pirate  and  robber,  to  which 
the  conquerors  of  every  age  are  fo  juftly  entitled  ;  but  the  poet  of  Sti- 
licho  is  compelled  to  acknowledge,  that  Alaric  pofleiTed  the  invincible 
temper  of  mind,  which  rifes  fuperior  to  every  misfortune,  and  derives 
new  refources  from  adverfity.  After  the  total  defeat  of  his  infantry, 
he  efcaped,  or  rather  withdrew,  from  the  field  of  battle,  with  the 
greateft  part  of  his  cavalry  entire  and  unbroken.  Without  wafting 
a  moment  to  lament  the  irreparable  lofs  of  fo  many  brave  compa- 
nions, he  left  his  vidiorious  enemy  to  bind  in  chains  the  captive 
images  of  a  Gothic  king  '°  ;  and  boldly  refolved  to  break 
through  the  unguarded  paffes  of  the  Apennine,  to  fpread  defola- 
tion  over  the  fruitful  face  of  Tufcany,  and  to  conquer  or  die 
before  the  gates  of  Rome.  The  capital  Λvas  faved  by  the  aftive  and 
incefllmt  diligence  of  Stilicho  :  but  he  reipedled  the  defpair  of  his 
enemy  ;  and,  inftead  of  committing  the  fate  of  the  republic  to  the 
chance  of  another  battle,  he  propofed  to  purchafe  the  abfence  of  the 
Barbarians.  The  fpirit  of  Alaric  would  have  rejeded  fuch  terms, 
the  permiffion  of  a  retreat,  and  the  offer  of  a  penfion,  with  contempt 
and  indignation ;  but  he  exercifed  a  limited  and  precarious  authority 
over  the  independent  chieftains,  who  had  raifed  him,  for  tbeir  ier- 
vice,  above  the  rank  of  his  equals  ;  they  were  ftill  lefs  difpofed  to 
folloAV  an  unfuccefsful  general,  and  many  of  them  were  tempted  to 
confult  their  Intereil  by  a  private  negociation  with  the  minifter  of 
Honorlus.     The  king  fubmitted  to  the  voice  of  his  people,  ratified 

'°  Et  gravant  en  airain   fes  freles  avan-     images  of  kings  and  provinces,  was  fami 


tagcs 


to  the  Romans.     The  bull  of  Mithridatei 


De  mes  etats  conquis  enchainer  les  images,     himfclf  was  twelve  feet  high,  of  mafT/ go'd 
The  praftice    of  expoiing  in  triumph   the     (Frciafhem.  Supplement  Livin.n.  ciii.  47.)• 
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^  \\y  ^'    ^^^  treaty  Avith  tlie  empire  of  the  AVefl:,  and  repafled  the  Po,  with 

V— V '    the   remains  of  the   flou/iihing  army  which  he  had  led  into  Italy. 

A  confiderable  part  of  the  Roman  forces  ilill  continued  to  attend  his 
motions;  and  Stilicho,  who  maintained  a  fecret  correfpondence  with 
fome  of  the  Barbarian  chiefs,  was  pundlually  apprifed  of  the  defigns 
that  were  formed  in  the  camp  and  council  of  Alaric.  The  king  of 
the  Goths,  ambitious  to  fignalife  his  retreat  by  fome  fplendid  at- 
chievement,  had  refolved  to  occupy  the  important  city  of  Verona» 
which  commands  the  principal  paflage  of  the  Rhsetian  Alps  ;  and, 
diredling  his  march  through  the  territories  of  thofe  German  tribes, 
whofe  alliance  would  reftore  his  exhaufted  ftrength,  to  iuA'ade,  on 
the  fide  of  the  Rhine,  the  wealthy  and  unfufpeding  provinces  of 
Gaul.  Ignorant  of  the  treafon,  which  had  already  betrayed  his.bold  and 
judicious  enterprife,  he  advanced  towards  the  paiTes  of  the  moun- 
tains, already  pqifeiTed  by  the  Imperial  troops ;  where  he  was  expo- 
fed,  almoft  at  the  fame  inftant,  to  a  general  attack  in  the  front,  on 
his  flanks,  and  in  the.  rear.  In  this  bloody  adtion,  at  a  fmall  dif- 
tance  from  the  walls  of  Verona,  the  lofs  of  the  Goths  was  not  lefs 
heavy  than  that  which  they  had  fuftained  in  the  defeat  of  Pol- 
lentia  ;  and  their  valiant  king,  who  efcaped  by  the  fwiftnefs  of  his 
horfe,  muft  either  have  been  flain  or  made  prifoner,  if  the  hafty 
raihnefs  of  the  Alani  had  not  difappointed  the  meafures  of  the  • 
Roman  general.  Alaric  fecured  the  remains  of  his  army  on  the  ad- 
jacent rocks;  and  prepared  himfelf,  with  undaunted  refolution,  to  • 
maintain  a  fiege  againft  the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  who 
invefted  him  on  all  fides.  But  he  could  not  oppofe  the  deftrudive 
progrefs  of  hunger  and  difeafe  ;  nor  was  it  poifible  for  him  to  check 
the  continual  defertion  of  his  impatient  and  capricious  Barbarians. 
In  this  extremity  he  ftill  found  rcfourccs  in  his  own  courage,  or  in 
the  moderation   of  his  adverfary  j    and  the  retreat  of  the  Gothic 

king 
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king  was  confidered  as  the  deliverance  of  Italy  ".     Yet  the  people,    ^  ^ J^  ^• 

and  even  the  clergy,  incapable  of  forming  any  rational  judgment  of   ' . — ~j 

the  bufinefs  of  peace  and  war,  prefumed  to  arraign  the  policy  of 
Stilicho,  •who  fo  often  vanquiihed,  fo  often  furrounded,  and  fo  often 
difmiifed  the  implacable  enemy  of  the  republic.  The  firft  moment 
of  the  public  fafety  is  devoted  to  gratitude  and  joy ;  but  the  fecond 
is  diligently  occupied  by  envy  and  calumny  ^\ 

The  citizens  of  Rome  had  been  aftonifhed  by  the  approach  of  The  triumph 
Alaric ;  and  the  diligence  with  which  they  laboured  to  reilore  the  °t  Ro^T"" 
walls  of  the  capital,  confeiTed  their  own  fears,  and  the  decline  of  the  ^'  ^'  '^°'^' 
empire.  After  the  retreat  of  the  Barbarians,  Honorius  was  direded 
to  accept  the  dutiful  invitation  of  the  fenate,  and  to  celebrate,  in 
the  Imperial  city,  the  aufpicious  iera  of  the  Gothic  vidory,  and  of 
his  fixth  confulihip".  The  fuburbs  and  the  ftreets,  from  the  Mil- 
vian  bridge  to  the  Palatine  mount,  were  filled  by  the  Roman  people, 
who,  in  the  fpace  of  an  hundred  years,  had  only  thrice  been  honoured 
with  the  prefence  of  their  fovereigns.  While  their  eyes  were  fixed  on 
the  chariot  where  Stilicho  was  defervedly  feated  by  the  fide  of  his  royal 
pupil,  they  applauded  the  pomp  of  a  triumph,  which  was  not  ftained, 
like  that  of  Conftantine,  or  of  Theodofius,v/ith  civil  blood.  The  pro- 
ceffion  paffed  under  a  lofty  arch,  which  had  been  purpofely  ereded  : 
but  in  lefs  than  feven  years,  the  Gothic  conquerors  of  Rome  might 
read,  if  they  were  able  to  read,  the  fuperb  infcription  of  that  monu^ 
ment,  which  attefted  the  total  defeat  and  deftrudion  of  their  nation  ". 
The  emperor  refided  feveral  moiiths  in  the  capital,  and  every  part  of 

=  '  The  Getic  war,  and  the  fixth  confulfliip  the  fixth  confulfiiip  of  Honorius,  defcribes 

cf  Honorius,    obfcurely  conneft   the  events  the  journey,    the  triumph,  and    the  games 

of  Alaric's  retreat  and  lofies,  (330 — 660.). 

^-  Taceo  de  Alarico  .  .  .  fsepe  vifto,  fxpe  ^■'^  See  the  infcription  in  Mafcow's  Hiftory 

conclufo,    femperque    dimifib.     Orofius,    I.  of  the  Ancient   Germans,   viii.   12.      The 

vii.  c.  37.  p.  567.     Claudian  (vi  Coiif.  Hon.  words  are  pofitive  and  indifcreet,  Getarum 

320.)  drops  the  curtain  with  a  fine  image.  nationem  in  omne  svum  domitara,  Sec. 

'^  The  remainder  of  Claudian's  poem  on 

X    2  his    .         . 
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C  il  A  P.    his  behaviour  was  regulated  with  care  to  conciliate  the  aiFe£tion   cS 
y_.  -.-'  ■>    the  clergy,  tlie  fenate,  and  the  people  of  Rome.     The  clergy  was 
edified  by  his  frequent  vifits,  and  liberal  gifts,  to  the  ilirines  of  the 
apoftles.     The  fenate,  who,   in   the  triumphal  proccilion,  had  been 
excufed  from  the  humiliating   ceremony  of  preceding   on  foot  the 
Imperial  chariot,  was  treated  with  the  decent  reverence  which  Stili- 
cho  always  aifeded  for  that  afiembly.     The  people  was  repeatedly 
gratified  by  the   attention  and   courtefy  of  Honorius  in   the   public 
games,  Λvhich  were  celebrated  on  that  occafion  with  a  magnificence 
not  unworthy  of  the   fpedator.     As  foon  as  the  appointed  rmmber 
of  chariot-races   was  concluded,  the  decoration  of  the  Circus  waa 
fuddenly  changed  ;  the  hunting  of  wild  beafl:s  afforded  a  various  and" 
-  fplendid  entertainment  ;  and  the  chace  was  fucceeded  by  a  militarj 
dance,  which  feems,  in  the  lively  defcription  of  Claudian,  to  prefent 
the  image  of  a  modern  tournament. 
The  glaJia-         ^^  thefc  games  of  Honorius,  the  inhuman  combats  of  gladiators  " 
tors  abolifli-    poU^jed,  for  the  laft;  time,  the  amphitheatre  of  Rome.     The  firft 
Chrillian  emperor  may  claim   the   honour  of  the  firft  edidl,  Avhich 
condemned  the  art  and  amufement  of  ihedding  human  blood '° ;   buu 
this  benevolent  law  exprefled  the  wiihes  of  the  prince,  without  re- 
forming an  inveterate   abufe,  which  degraded  a  civilifed  nation  be- 
low the  condition  of  favage   cannibals.     Several   hundred,  perhaps 
feveral  thoufand,  vidims  were  annually  ilaughtered  in  the  great  cities 
of  the   empire  ;  and  the  month   of  December,  more  peculiarly  de- 
voted to  the  combats  of  gladiators,  ftill  exhibited,  to  the  eyes  of  the 
Roman  people,  a  grateful  fpedlacle  of  blood  and  cruelty.     Amidil 
the  general  jcy  of  the  viilory  of  Polleutia,  a  ChrlRlan  poet  exhorted 

"   On  the  curious,  though  horrid,  fubjeft  '*   Cod.  Thcodof.   1.   xv.  tir.   xii.   leg.  i. 

of  the  gladiators,  confult  the  two  books  of  The  Commentary  of  Godefroy  aftbrds  large 

the  Saturnalia  of  I.ipfius,    who,   as  an  an/i-  materials  (torn.  v.  p.  396.)  for  the  hillory  of 

quarioK,  is  inclined  to  excufe  the  prailice  of  gladiators. 
Mntiquily  (torn.  iii.  p.  4S3  — 54.5.). 

the 
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tlic  emperor  to  extirpate,  by  his  authority,  the  horrid  cuftom  wliich    <^  h:  A  P; 

had  fo  long  refifted  the  A'oice  of  humanity  and  religion".     The  pa-    ' ^ — — * 

thetic  reprefentations  of  Prudentius  were  lefs  effedlual  than  the  ge- 
nerous boldnefs  of  Telemachus,  an  Afiatic  monk,  whofe  death  was 
more  ufeful  to  mankind  than  his  Ufe  ^\  The  Romans  were  provoked 
by  the  interruption  of  their  pleafures ;  and  the  rafli  monk,  who  had 
defcended  into  the  arena,  to  feparate  the  gladiators,  was  overwhehned 
under  a  iliower  of  ftones.  But  the  niadnefs  of  the  people  foon 
fabfided  ;  they  refpeded  the  memory  of  Telemachus,  who  had  de- 
ferved  the  honours  of  martyrdom ;  and  they  fubmitted,  without  a 
murmur,  to  the  laws  of  Honorius,  which  aboliflied  for  ever  the 
human  facrifices  of  die  amphitheatre.  The  citizens,  who  adhered  to 
the  manners  of  their  anceftors,  might  perhaps  infmuate,  that  the 
laft  remains  of  a  martial  fpirit  v^ere  preferved  in  this  fchool  of  for- 
titude, which  accuftomed  the  Romans  to  the  fight  of  blood,  and 
to  the  contempt  of  death  :  a  vain  and  cruel  prejudice,  fo  nobly 
confuted  by  the  valour  of  ancieat  Greece,  and  of  modern  Eu- 
rope "  ! 

The  recent  danger,  to  which  the  perfon  of  the  emperor  had  been   Hononns 
expofed  in  the  defencelefs  palace  of  Miiji,  urged  him  to  feek  a  re-  fidence  at 
treat  in  fome  inacceiTible  fortrefs  of  Italy,  where  he  might  fecurely   a.  D.  404..• 
remain,  Avhile  the  open  country  was  cover»;  J  by  a  dekige  of  Barba- 
rians.    On  the  coail  of  the    Hadriatic,  about  ten  or  twelve  miles 
from  the  moil  fouthern  of  the  feven  mouths  of  the  Po,  the  Thefla- 

"  See   the   peroration  of  PrudentHis    (in  to  the  only  monk  who  died  a  martyr  in  the 

Symmach.  1.   ii.    1121—1131.).    who    had  cniife  of  humanity. 

cioubtle^s  read  tlie  eloquent  inveilive  of  L:ic-  ^'  Crudele  gladiatorum  fpefiaculum  et  in- 

rantius  (Divin.  Inftitut.  1.  vi.  c.  20.).     The  humanum  noiimiWs  videri  folct;  et  hand /cia 

Chriftian   apologills   have  not   fparcd    thefe  an  ita  fit,  ut  nunc  fit.     Cicero  Tufculan.  ii. 

Moody  games,  which  were  introduceti  in  the  17.     He    faintly    cenfures    the    clu/e,    anJ 

lelijicus  feftivals  of  Paganifm.  warmly  defends  the  u/e,  of  thefe  fports  ;  ocu- 

*"  TheoJrret,  1.  v.c.  26.  I  wifli  to  believe  lis  nulla  poterat  efl;  fortior  contra  dolorcm  ec 

the  ftory  of  St.  Telemachu».     Yet  no  church  mortem  difciplina.  Seneca  (epift.  vii.)  fiiew^ 

ids  b>.en  dedicated,  no  altar  has  been  ereded,  the  feelings  of  a  man. 

iians 
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.CHAP,  Hans  had  founded  the  ancient  colony  of  Ravenna  '°,  which  they 
v_— k~-»;  afterwards  refigned  to  the  natives  of  Umbria.  Aiiguftus,  who  had 
obferved  the  opportunity  of  the  place,  prepared,  at  the  diilance  of 
three  miles  from  the  old  town,  a  capacious  harbour,  for  the  recep- 
tion of  two  hundred  and  fifty  ihips  of  war.  This  naA'al  eftablifh- 
ment,  which  included  the  arfenals  and  magazines,  the  barracks  of 
the  troops,  and  the  houfes  of  the  artificers,  derived  its  origin  and 
name  from  the  permanent  ftation  of  the  Roman  fleet ;  the  interme- 
diate fpace  was  foon  filled  with  buildings  and  inhabitants,  and  the 
three  extenfive  and  populous  quarters  of  Ravenna  gradually  con- 
tributed to  form  one  of  the  moft  important  cities  of  Italy.  The 
principal  canal  of  Auguftus  poured  a  copious  ftream  of  the  waters 
of  the  Po  through  the  midft  of  the  city,  to  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour ;  the  fame  waters  were  introduced  into  the  profound  ditches 
that  encompafled  the  Avails ;  they  were  diilributed,  by  a  thoufand  fub- 
ordinate  canals,  into  every  part  of  the  city,  which  they  divided  into 
a  variety  of  fmall  iflands  ;  the  communication  was  iiialntained  only 
by  the  ufe  of  boats  and  bridges ;  and  the  houfes  of  Ravenna,  whoie 
appearance  may  be  compared  to  that  of  Venice,  were  raifed  on  the 
foundation  of  wooden  piles.  The  adjacent  country,  to  the  diilance 
of  many  miles,  was  a  deep  and  impaflable  morafs  ;  and  the  artificial 
caufeway,  which  connedled  Ravenna  with  the  continent,  might 
be  eafily  guarded,  or  deftroyed,  on  the  approach  of  an  hoftile 
army.  Thefe  morafles  were  intcrfpcrfed,  however,  with  vineyards  ; 
and  though  the  foil  was  exhaufted  by  four  or  five  crops,  the  town 

*°  This  account  of  Ravenna  is  drawn  from  Procopius  (de  Bell.  Gothic.  I.  i.  c.  i.  p.  309, 

Strabo  (1.  v.  p.  327.),  Pliny  (iii.  2o),Ste-  edit.  Louvre),    and  Cluverius  (Ital.  Antiq. 

phcn  of  Byzantium  (fub  voce  !>.':£»«,  p.  651.  torn.  i.  p.  301  —  307.).     Yet  I  ftill  want  a 

edit.  Berliel.),  Claudian  (in  vi  Conf.  Honor,  local  antiquarian,  and  a  good  topographical 


494,  &.X.),   Sidonius  Apollinaris  (1.  i.  cpiib.     map. 
8.),  Jornandes  (de  Reh.   Get.    c.  zg,' 


■enjoyed 
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enjoyed  a  more  plentiful  fupply  of  wine  than  of  frefh  water  ^'.  The 
air,  inftead  of  receiving  the  fickly,  and  almoft  peitilential,  exhalations 
of  low  and  marlliy  grounds,  was  diilinguiihed,  like  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Alexandria,  as  uncommonly  pure  and  falubriouS ;  and  this 
fingular  advantage  was  afcribed  to  tl^e  regular  tides  of  the  Hadriatic, 
which  fwept  the  canals,  interrupted  the  unwholefome  ftagnation  of 
the  waters,  and  floated,  every  day,  the  veilels  of  the  adjacent  country 
into  the  heart  of  Ravenna.  The  gradual  retreat  of  the  fea  has  left 
the  modern  city  at  the  diftance  of  four  miles  from  the  Hadriatic ; 
and  as  early  as  the  fifth  or  fixth  century  of  the  Chriftian  sera, 
the  port  of  Auguilus  was  converted  into  pleafant  oixhards  ;  and  a 
lonely  grove  of  pines  covered  the  ground  where  the  Roman  fleet 
once  rode  at  anchor".  Even  this  alteration  contributed  to  encreafe 
the  natural  fl:rength  of  the  place ;  and  the  ihallownefs  of  the  water' 
Avas  a  fufficient  barrier  againft  the  large  ihips  of  the  enemy.  This 
advantageous  fituation  Λvas  fortified  by  art  and  labour  ;  and  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  his  age,  the  emperor  of  the  Wefl:,  anxious  only 
for  his  perfonal  fafety,  retired  to  the  perpetual  confinement  of  the 
walls  and  morafies  of  Ravenna.  The  example  of  Honorius  was 
imitated  by  his  feeble  fucceffors,  the  Gothic  kings,  and  afterwards 
the  Exarchs,  who  occupied  the  throne  and  palace  of  the  emperors  ; 
and,  till  the  middle  of  the  eighth  century,  Ravenna  was  confidered 
as  the  feat  of  government,  and  the  capital  of  Italy  ^\ 

*'  Martial  (epigram  iii.  56,  57.)  plnys  on  from  Bocaccio  (Giornata  iii.  novell  viii.)  was 

the  trick  of  the  knave,  who  had  fold  him  afted  in  the  wooa  of  Chiaffi,   a  corrupt  word 

wine  inilead  of  water  ;  but  he  ferioufly  de-  fi'om  Claffts,   the  naval  ftation,  which,   with 

Clares,  that   a  ciftern,  at  Ravenna,  is  more  the   intermediate  road   or   fuburb,     the  Via 

valuable  than  avineyard.    Sidonius  complains  dpfaris,  conftituted  the  triple   city    of  Ra- 

that  the  town  is  dv^fticute  of  fountains  and  venna. 

aquedufts ;  and  ranks  the  want  of  frelh  "3  From  the  year  404,  the  dates  of  the 
water  among  the  local  evils,  fuch  as  the  Theodofian  Code  become  fedentary  at  Con- 
croaking  of  frogs,  the  flinging  of  gnats,  ftantinople  and  Ravenna.  See  Godefroy's 
&ic.  Chronology  of  the  Laws,  torn.  i.  p.  cxlviii,  • 

«^  The  fable  of  Tlieodore  and  Honoria,  &c, 
which  Dryden  has  fo  admirably  tranfplanted 

2  The: 
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Tlic  fears  of  Honorius  were  not  without  foundation,  nor  were  his 
precautions  without  efteit.  AVhile  Italy  rejoiced  in  her  deliverance 
from  the  Goths,  a  furious  tempeft  Avas  excited  among  the  nations  of 
Germany,  who  yielded  to  the  irrefiftible  impulfe,  that  appears  to 
have  been  gradually  communicated  from  the  eailem  extremity  of  the 
continent  of  Afia.  The  Chinefe  annals,  as  they  have  been  inter- 
preted by  the  learned  induitry  of  the  prefent  age,  may  be  ufefuUy 
applied  to  reveal  the  fecret  and  remote  caufes  of  the  fall  of  the  Ro- 
man empire.  The  extenfive  territory  to  the  north  of  the  great 
wall,  was  poiTefied,  after  the  flight  of  the  Huns,  by  the  viftorious 
Sienpi ;  who  were  fometimes  broken  into  independent  tribes,  and 
fomctimes  rc-united  under  a  fupreme  chief;  till  at  length  ilyling 
themfelves  Topa^  or  mailers  of  the  earth,  they  acquired  a  more  folid 
confiftence,  and  a  more  formidable  power.  The  Topa  foon  com- 
pelled the  pailoral  nations  of  the  eaftern  defert  to  acknowledge  the 
fuperiority  of  their  arms ;  they  invaded  China  in  a  period  of  weak- 
nefs  and  inteftine  difcord  ;  and  thefe  foitunate  Tartars,  adopting  the 
laws  and  manners  of  the  vanquiilied  people,  founded  an  Imperial 
dynaily,  which  reigned  near  one  hundred  and  fixty  years  over  the 
northern  provinces  of  the  monarchy.  Some  generations  before  they 
afcended  the  throne  of  China,  one  of  the  Topa  princes  had  en- 
hfted  in  his  cavalry  a  flave  of  the  name  of  Moko,  renowned  for  his 
valour  ;  but  Avho  \vas  tempted,  by  the  fear  of  puniihment,  to  defert 
iiis  ftandard,  and  to  range  the  defert  at  the  head  of  an  hundred  fol- 
lowers. This  gang  of  robbers  and  outlaws  fwelled  into  a  camp,  a 
tribe,  a  numerous  people,  diilinguiihed  by  the  appellation  of  Geoii- 
ge?!  ;  and  their  hereditary  chieftains,  the  poilerity  of  Moko  the-  ilave, 
aifumed  their  rank  among  the  Scythian  monarchs.  The  youth  of 
Toulun,  the  greatcft  of  his  defcend;int?,  was  exerciied  by  thofc  mis- 
fortunes which  are  the  fchool  of  heroes.  He  bravely  fiiruggled  with 
adverfity,  broke  the  imperious  yoke  of  the  Topa,  and  became  the 
iegiflator  of  his  nation,  and  the  conqueror  of  Tartary.  His  troops 
4  were 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  ^  i6i 

were  diftributcd  into  regular  bands  of  an  hundred  and  of  a  thoufand    ^  ^  -^  P• 

men ;    cowards  were  ftoned   to  death ;  the  moil  fplendid  honours    *— — v— — ' 

Avere   propofed  as    the   reward   of  valour ;  and  Toulun,   who  had 

knowledge  enough  to   defpife  the  learning  of  China,  adopted  only 

fuch  arts  and  inftitutions    as  were  favourable  to  the  military  fpirit 

of  his  government.    His    tents,    which  he  removed   in   the  winter 

leaibn  to  a  more  fouthern  latitude,  were  pitched,  during  the  fummer, 

on  the  fruitful  banks  of  the  Selinga.     His  conquefts  flretched  from 

Corea  far  beyond  the  river  Irtifh.     He  vanquiflied,  in  the  country 

to  the  North  of  the  Cafpian  fea,  the  nation   of  the  liuns ;  and  the 

new  title  of  Kbiiu^  or  Caga/i,  exprefled  the  fame  and  power  which 

he  derived  from  this  memorable  vi<3;ory''\ 

The  chain  of  events  is  interrupted,  or  rather  is  concealed,  as  it  Emigration 
paffes  from  the  Volga  to  the  Viftula,  through   the  dark  interval,  ernGermfnt 
which  feparates  the  extreme  limits  of  the  Chinefe,  and  of  the  Ro-  ^•  ^•  40S• 
man,  geography.    Yet  the  temper  of  the  Barbarians,  and  the  expe- 
rience of  iucceffive  emigrations,  fufficiently  declare,  that  the  Huns, 
who  were  opprefled  by  the  arms  of  the  Geougen,  foon  withdrew 
from  the  prefence  of  an  infulting  νΙΛοη     The  countries  towards  . 
the  Euxine  were  already  occupied  by  their  kindred  tribes ;  and  their 
hafty  flight,  which  they  foon  converted  into  a  bold  attack,  would 
more  naturally  be  directed  towards  the  rich  and  level  plains,  through 
which  the  Viftula  gently  flows  into  the  Baltic  fea.     The  North  muil 
again  have  been  alarmed,    and   agitated,    by  the  invafion  of  the 
Huns  ;  and  the  nations  who  retreated  before  them,  muft  have  prefl!"- 
ed  with  incumbent  weight  on  the  confines  of   Germany  *'.     The 
inhabitants  of  thofe  regions,  which  the   ancients  have  aflugned  to 

*♦  See  M.  de  Guignes,  Hift.  des  Huns,  the  Palus  Mxotis  to  the  north  of  Germany, 

torn.  i.  p.  179  —  189.  tom.  ii.  p.  295.  334 —  which  he  afcribes  to  famine.     But  his  views 

338.  of  ancient  hiilory  are  ftrangely  darkened  by 

*'  Procopius  (de  Bell.  Vandal.  I.  i.  c.  iii.  ignorance  and  error. 
p.  iSz.)   has  obfervcd    an  emigration  from 

'  Vol.  III.  Υ  the 
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C  HA  P.    the  Suevi,  the  Vandals,  and  the  Burgundians,  might  embrace  the 

i_ — V ;    relbhition  of  abandoning  to  the  fugitives  of  Sarmatia,  their  woods 

and  raoraffes ;  or  at  leaft  of  difcharging  their  fuperfluous  numbers 
on  the  provinces  of  the  Roman  empire  ".  About  four  years  after 
the  vidorious  Toukui  had  aiTumed  the  title  of  Khan  of  the  Geougen, 
another  Barbarian,  the  haughty  Rhodogaft,  or  Radagaifus*^',  maixhed 
from  the  northern  extremities  of  Germany  almofl:  to  the  gates  of 
Rome,  and  left  the  remains  of  his  army  to  atchieve  the  deftrudion 
of  the  Weft.  The  Vandals,  the  Suevi,  and  the  Burgundians,  formed 
the  ftrength  of  this  mighty  hoft  ;  but  the  Alani,  who  had  found  an. 
hofpitable  reception  in  their  new  feats,  added  their  adlive  cavalry  to  - 
the  heavy  infantry  of  the  Germans ;  and  the  Gothic  adventurers 
crowded  fo  eagerly  to  the  ftandard  of  Radagaifus,  that,  by  fome 
hiftorians  he  has  been  ftyled  the  King  of  the  Goths.  Twelve  thou- 
fand  warriors,  diftinguiihed  above  the  vulgar  by  their  noble  birth, . 
or  their  valiant  deeds,  glittered  in  the  van  *^ ;  and  the  whole  mul- 
titude, which  was  not  lefs  than  two  hundred  thouilind  fighting  men, 
might  be  increafed,  by  the  acceffion  of  women,  of  children,  and  of 
flaves,  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred  thoufand  perfons.  This  formi- 
dable emigration,  iffued  from  the  fame  coaft  of  the  Baltic,  which  had 
poured  forth  the  myriads  of  theCimbri  and  Teutones,  to  aflault  Rome 
and  Italy  in  the  vigour  of  the  republic.  After  the  departure  of 
thofe  Barbarians,  their  native  country,  which  was  marked  by  the 
veftiges  of  their  greatnefs,  long  ramparts,  and  gigantic  moles*',  re- 

*'  Zofimus  (1.  V.  p.  331.)  uies  the  general  probable  that  the  Barbarians  fhould  worihip 

defcription  of,  the  nations  beyond  the  Da-  an  unfuccefsful  hero.     See  Mafcou,  Hift.  of 

iiube  and  the  Rhine.     Their  fituation,  and  the  Germans,  viii.  14. 
confequently   their   names,    are    manifeftly        *''  Olympiodorus  (apud  Photium,  p.  180.) 

fliewn,    even  in  the  various  epithets  which  ufes  the  Latin  word,  OTrnftaToi  ;  which  does 

each  ancient  write»  may  have  cafually  add-  not  convey  any  precife  idea.    I  fufpeft  that 

jj_  they  were  the  princes  and  nobles,  with  their 

*  *'  The  name  of  Rhadagaft  was  that  of  a  faithful  companions  ;  the  knights  with  their 

local  deity  of  the   Obotrites   (in  Mecklen-  'fquires,  as  they  would  have  been  ftyled  fome 

burgh).     A  hero  might  naturally  affume  the  centuries  afterwards, 
appellation  of  his  tutelar  god ;  but  it  is  not        '»  Tacit,  de  Moribus  Germanorum,  c.  37. 

1  mained,, 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  163 

malned,  during  fome  ages,  a  vail  and  dreary  folitude  ;  till  the  hu-  ^  HA  P, 
man  fpecies  was  renewed  by  the  powers  of  generation,  and  the  <>....—»' — j 
vacancy  was  filled  by  the  influx  of  new  inhabitants.  The  nations 
who  now  ufurp  an  extent  of  land,  which  they  are  unable  to  culti- 
vate, would  foon  be  affiited  by  the  induftrious  poverty  of  their 
neighbours,  if  the  government  of  Europe  did  not  protedl  the  claims 
of  dominion  and  property. 

The  correfpondence  of  nations  was,  in  that  age,  fo  imperfed  and  Radagaifus 
precarious,  that  the  revolutions  of  the  North  might  efcape  the  A.  D.  406, 
knowledge  of  the  court  of  Ravenna  ;  till  the  dark  cloud,  which 
was  coUeded  along  the  coaft  of  the  Baltic,  buril  in  thunder  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Upper  Danube.  The  emperor  of  the  Weft,  if  his 
minifters  difturbed  his  amufements  by  the  news  of  the  impending 
danger,  was  fatisfied  with  being  the  occafion,  and  the  fpedator  of 
the  war '°.  The  fafety  of  Rome  was  entrufted  to  the  counfels,  and 
the  fword,  of  Stilicho  ;  but  fuch  was  the  feeble  and  exhaufted  ftate 
of  the  empire,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  reftore  the  fortifications  of 
the  Danube,  or  to  prevent,  by  a  vigorous  effort,  the  invafion  of  the 
Germans  ".  The  hopes  of  the  vigilant  minifter  of  Honorius  were 
confined  to  the  defence  of  Italy.  He  once  more  abandoned  the 
provinces,  recalled  the  troops,  prefled  the  new  levies,  which  were 
rigoroufly  exaded,  and  pufillanimoufly  eluded  ;  employed  the  moft 
efficacious  means  to  arreft,  or  allure,  the  deferters  ;  and  offered  the  gift 
of  freedom,  and  of  two  pieces  of  gold,  to  all  the  ilaves  who  would 

'°                   Cujus  agendi  war,  and  the  viftory  of  Stilicho,  beyond  the 

Speftator  vel  caufa  fui.  Danube.     A  ilrange  error,   which  is  awk- 

Claudian,  viConf.  Hon.  439•.  wardly   and  imperfeaiy  cured,  by  reading 

is  the  modeft  language  of  Honorius,  in  fpeak-  Αξκν   for  Ir^ot  (Tillemont,  Hill,   des  Emp. 

ing  of  the  Gothic  war,  which  he  had  feen  torn.  v.  p.  807.).     In  good  policy,  we  muft 

■Tomewhat  nearer.  «fe  the  fervice  of  Zofimus,  without  efteem- 

''  Zofimus  (1.  V.  p.  331^)  tranfports  the  iug  or  truiting  him. 

Υ  2  enliil. 
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CHAP,    enlifl  ".     By  thefe   efiorts  he  painfully  coUedcd,  from  the  fubjeils 

*— V '    of   a   great    empire,    an   army   of    thirty   or   forty   thoiifand    men, 

which,  in  the  days  of  Scipio  or  Camillus,  would  have  been  in^- 
ftantly  furniihed  hy  the  free  citizens  of  the  territory  of  Rome",- 
The  thirty  legions  of  Stilicha  were  reinforced  by  a  large  body  of 
Barbarian  auxiUaries ;  the  faithful  Alani  were  perfonally  attached  to 
his  fervice ;  and  the  troops  of  Huns  and  of  Goths,  who  marched 
under  the  banners  of  their  native  princes,  Huldin  and  Sarus,  were 
animated  by  intereft  and  refentment  to  oppofe  the  ambition  of  Ra- 
dagaifus.  The  king  of  the  confederate  Germans  pafled,.  without 
refiftance,  the  Alps,  the  Po,  and  the  Apennine  :  leaving  on  one  hand 
the  inacceffible  palace  of  Honorius,  fecurely  buried  among  the 
marfhes  of  Ravenna ;  and,  on  the  other,  the  camp  of  Stilicho,  who 
had  fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Ticinum,  or  Pavia,  but  who  feems  to 
have  avoided  a  decifive  battle,  till  he  had  aflembled  his  diftant 
forces.  Many  cities  of  Italy  were  pillaged,  or  deftroyed  ;  and  the 
BefiegesFlo-  fiege  of  Florence'*,  by  Radagaifus,  is  one  of  the  earlieft  events  in 
the  hiilory  of  that  celebrated  repubUc  ;  whofe  firmnefs  checked  and 
delayed  the  unikilful  fury  of  the  Barbarians.  The  fenate  and  people 
trembled  at  their  approach  within  an  hundred  and  eighty  miles  of 
Rome  ;  and  anxioufly  compared  the  danger  which  they  had  efcaped, 

'^  Codex  Theodof.  I.  vii.  tit.  xiii.  leg.  i6.  Tliis  declaration  may  puzzle   an   antiquary, 

The  date  of  this  law  (A.  Ό.  406,  May  iS.)  but  it  is  clearly  explained  by  Montefquieu, 

fatisfies  me,  as  it  haddone  Godefroy  (torn.  ii.  ''■*■  Machiavel  has  explained,  at  lead:  as  a 

p.  387),  of  the  true  year  of  the  invafion  of  philofopiier,  the  origin  of  Florence,  which. 

Radagaifus.     Tillemont,    Pagi,  and   Mara-  infenfibly  defcended,  for  the  benefit  of  trade,. 

tori,  prefer  the  preceding  year  ;  but  they  are  from  the  rock  of  Fasfula;  to  the  banks  of:the 

bound,  by  certain  obligations  of  civility  and  Arno  (Irtona  Florentina,   tom..i.  1.  ii.  p.  36.. 

refpeft,  to  St.  Paulinus  of  Nola.  Londra,   1747.).  The  Triumvirs  fent  a  co- 

'Ϊ  Soon  after  Rome  had  been  taken  by  the  lony    to   Florence,    which,    under  Tiberius 

Gauls,  the  fenate,  on  a  fudden  emergency,  (Tacit.  Annal.   i.  79•).  deferred  the   repu- 

armed.  ten  legions,   30CO  horfe,  and  42,000  tation   and   name  οϊ  ^  flotirijhing   city.     See 

foot;  a  force  which  the. city  could  not  have  Cluver.  Ital.  Antiq.  tom.i.  p.   507,  &c. 
fcat  forth  under  Auguftus  (Livy,  vii,  25.), 

with 
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with  the  new  perils  to  Avhich  they  were  expoicd.  Alarlc  was  a  ^  ^^.^  ?. 
Chriftian  and  a  foldier,  the  leader  of  a  dilciplined  army  ;  who  lin-  < — -v—— ' 
derflood  the  laws  of  war,  who  refpeded  the  faudity  of  treaties,  and 
who  had  familiarly  converfed  with  the  fubjeds  of  the  empire  in 
the  fame  camps,  and  the  fame  churches.  The  favage  Radagaifus- 
was  a  ftranger  to  the  manners,  the  religion,  and  even  the  language,, 
of  the  clvllifed  nations  of  the  South.  The  iiercenefs  of  his  temper, 
was•  gexafperated  by  cruel  fuperilition  ;  and  It  was  univerfally  be- 
lieved, that  he  had  bound  himfelf,  by  a  folemn  vow,  to  reduce  the  and  threaten  J^ 
eity  into  a  heap  of  ftones  and  aihes,  and  to  facrifice  the  moil  illuf- 
trious  of  the  Roman  fenators,  on  the  altars  of  thofe  gods,  Λvho  were 
appeafed  by  human  blood..  The  public  danger^  ^vhich  ihould  h^xe 
reconciled  all  domeftic  animofities,  difplayed  the  incurable  madnefs 
of  religious  failion.  The  opprefled  votaries  of  Jupiter  and  Mer- 
cury refpeded,  in  the  implacable  enemy  of  Rome,  the  charader 
of  a  devout  Pagan  ;  loudly  declared,  that  they  wei-.e  more  apprehen-^ 
five  of  the  facrifices,  than  of  the  anus,  of  Radagaifus ;  and  fecretly 
rejoiced  in  the  calamities  of  their  country,,  which  condemned  the 
faith  of  their  Chriftian  adverfaries  ".. 

Florence  was  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity  ;   and  the  fainting  coui-   Defeat  and 

-,..  ρ  111T  t       •  r'  r^        deftrinition  of- 

rage  01  the   citrzens  was    lupported   only   by  the  authority  of  St.   his  army  by 
Anibrofe  ;    who    had   communicated,    in  a  dream,  the  promife   of  a.  D.  4'c6>- 
a  fpeedy  deliverance '^     On  a  fudden  they  beheld,  from  their  walls, 
the  banners  of  Stilicho,  who  advanced,  with  his  united  force,  to  the 
relief -of  the  faithful  city;  and  who  foon  marked  that  fatal  fpot  for 
the  grave  of.  the  Barbarian  hoft..    The  apparent  contradidions  of 

'5  Yet   the  Jupiter  of.   Radp.gaif.is,.   who  ''''  Paulinus   (in   Vit.   Ambrof.  c.   50.)  re- 

wordiipped  Thor  and  Woden,  was  very  d if-  lates    this   llory,   which  he  rcc  ived  from  the 

fercnt  from  tiic  Olympic  or  Capitoline  Jpve.  mouth  of  Panfophia  herfelf,  a  religious  ma- 

The  accommodating   temper  of  Polytheifm  tro  η  of  Florence.     Yet  the  archbiihop  foon 

might  unite  thofe  various  and  remote  deities  ;  ceafed  to  take  an  aftive  pait  in  the  bulli-efs 

but  rhe  genuine  Romans  abhorred   the  hu-  of  tlie  world,  and  never  became  a  popuhir 

■man  facrificesof  Gaul  and  Gernuiny.  fiint,. 

thofe 
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CHAP,  thofe  writers  who  varioufly  i-elatc  the  defeat  of  Radagaifus,  may  be 
V— -v— -'  reconciled,  without  offering  much  violence  to  their  refpedive  teftimo- 
nies.  Orofius  and  Auguftin,  who  were  intimately  connected  by  friend- 
Ihip  and  religion,  afcribe  this  miraculous  A'iilory  to  the  providence  of 
God,  rather  than  to  the  valour  of  man  ".  They  ftridtly  exclude 
every  idea  of  chance,  or  even  of  bloodflied  ;  and  pofitively  affirm,  . 
that  the  Romans,  whofe  camp  was  the  fcene  of  plenty  and  idlenefs, 
enjoyed  the  diftrofs  of  the  Barbarians,  ilowly  expiring  on  the  iharp 
and  barren  ridge  of  the  hills  of  Frefulse,  which  rife  above  the  city 
of  Florence.  Their  extravagant  affertion,  that  not  a  fmgle  foldier 
of  the  Chriftian  army  was  killed,  or  even  wounded,  may  be  dif-' 
miffed  with  filent  contempt ;  but  the  reft  of  the  narrative  of  Auguftin 
and  Orofius  is  confiftent  with  the  ftate  of  the  war,  and  the  charac- 
ter of  Stilicho.  Confcious  that  he  commanded  the  Ιαβ  army  of  the 
republic,  his  prudence  would  not  expofe  it,  in  the  open  field,  to  the 
headftrong  fury  of  the  Germans.  The  method  of  furrounding  the 
enemy  with  ftrong  lines  of  circumvallation,  which  he  had  twice 
■employed  againft  the  Gothic  king,  was  repeated  on  a  larger  fcale, 
and  with  more  confiderable  effetl.  The  examples  of  Cx'far  muft 
have  been  familiar  to  the  moft  illiterate  of  the  Roman  warriors ; 
and  the  fortifications  of  Dyrrachium,  which  connected  twenty-four 
caftles,  by  a  perpetual  ditch  and  rampart  of  fifteen  miles,  afforded 
the  model  of  an  intrenchment  which  might  confine,  and  ftarve,  the 
moft  numerous  hoft  of  Barbarians  ''.     The  Roman  troops  had  lefs 

''  Auguftin  de  Civitat.  Dei,  V.  23.     Oro-         Ducitopus:  pandit  foflhs,  turritaque  fum- 
fuis,  1.  vii.   c.  37.   p.  567  —  571.     The   two 


mis 


friends  wrote  in  Africa     ten  or  twelve  years  ρ^φ^^;,  ^^^^i,^  ^     j^^  magnoque  recefsS 

after   the  viitory  ;  and  thar  authority  is  im-  λ       1           c           ri 

I•  •  I      r  11        J    u     rrj           f   c     -11      /•  Amplexus  fines;  faltus   nemorofaque  tef- 

plicitly   followed   by  Ifidore  of  Seville  (in  ^                    '                             ^ 

•Chron.  p.  713.  edit.  Grot.).     How  many  in-  *!"* 

teieftlng  fafts  might  Orofius  have  inferted  in  ^t  '"'l^as,  vaftaque  feras  indagine  ciaudit. 

the  vacant   fpace  which  is   devoted  to  pious  Yet  the  finiplicity  of  truth    (Cicfar,  de  BelK 

iftonfenfe  !  Civ.  iii.  44.)  is  far  greater  than  the  ampli- 

^  Franguntur   monies,    planumque    per  fications  of  Lucan  (Pharfal.  1.  vi.  29-63.). 
ardua  Ca.Tar 

degeneraied 
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degenefated  from  the  induftry,  than  from  the  valour,  of  then-  an-    CHAP.. 

ceftors ;  and  if  the  fervile  and  laborious  work  offended  the  pride  of  *— ν '. 

the  foldiers,  Tufcany  could  fupply  many  thoufand  peafants,  who 
would  labour,  though,  perhaps,  they  would  not  fight,  for  the  falva-  • 
tion  of  their  native-  country.  The  imprifoned  multitude  of  horfes 
and  men"  was  gradually  deilroyed  by  famine,  rather  than  by  the 
fword  ;  but  the  Romans  were  expofed,  during  the  progrefs  of  fuch 
an  extenfive  Avork,  to  the  frequent  attacks  of  an  impatient  enem>^ 
The  defpair  of  the  hungry  Barbarians  would  precipitate  them  againit 
the  fortifications  of  Stilicho ;  the  general  might  fometimes  induhi-e 
the  ardour  of  his  brave  auxiliaries,  who  eagerly  preiTed  to  affault  the 
camp  of  the  Germans  ;  and  thefe  various  incidents  might  produce 
the  iliarp  and  bloody  conflids  which  dignify  the  narrative  of  Zofi- 
mus,  and  the  Chronicles  of  Profper  and  Marcellinus  ^°.  A  feafonable 
fupply  of  men  and  provifions  had  been  introduced  into  the  walls  of 
Florence ;  and  the  famiihed  hoft  of  Radagaifus  was  in  its  turn  befie"-ed. 
The  proud  monarch  of  fo  many  warlike  nations,  after  the  lofs  of  his 
braveft  warriors,  was  reduced  to  confide  either  in  the  faith  of  a 
capitulation,  or  in  the  clemency  of  Stilicho  *'.  But  the  death  of  the 
royal  captive,  who  was  ignominioufly  beheaded,  ,  difgraced  the  tri- 
umph of  Rome  and  of  Chriftianity;  and  the  ihort  delay  of  his 
execution  was  fufficient  to  brand  the  conqueror  with  the  guilt  of 
cool  and  deliberate  cruelty  °"'.  The  famiihed  Germans,  who  efcaped 
the  fury  of  the  auxiliaries,  were  fold  as  flaves,  at  the  contemptible 

7'  The  rhetorical  expreffions  of  Orofius,  ufes   an    expreffion    [ττςοσγ,τΜξίσατο,)    which 

"  In  arido   et   afpero   montis  jugo  ;"  "in  would  denote  a  ftrift  and. friendly  alliance 

"  unum  ac  parvum  verticem,"  are  not  very  and  render  Stilicho  flill  more  criminal.    The 

fuitable  to  the  encampment  of  a  great  army,  paulifper  detentus,deinde  interfeftus,  of  Oro- 

But  Fsfulas,  only  three  miles  from  Florence,  fius,  is  fufficiently  odious. 

might  afford  fpace  for   the  head-quarters  of  "  Orofius,  pioufly  inhuman,  facrifices  the 

Radagaifus,    and   would    be  comprehended  king  and  people,  Agag  and  the  Amalekites 

within  the  circuit  of  the  Roman  lines.  without  a   fymptom   of  compaffion.      The 

*°  See    Zofimus,    1.  v.  p.   331.  and  the  bloody  aftor  is  lefs  deteftable  than  "the  cool  . 

chronicles  of  Profper  and  Marcellinus.  unfeeling  hiftorian. 


Olympiodorus  (apud  Photiuro,  p.  180,) 


price 
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^  xxx  ^'    V^'^^^  o^  ^^^'  many  fingle  pieces  of  gold  :  but  the  difference  of  food 
t — V"— »    and  climate  fwept  away  great  numbers  of  tliofe  unhappy  ftrangers  ; 
and  it  was  obferved,  that  the  inhuman  purchafers,  iniltad  of  reaping 
the  fruits  of  their  labour,  were  foon  obliged  to  provide  the  expence 
of  their  interment.     Stilicho   informed  the  emperor  and  the  fenate 
of  his  fuccefs;  and  deferved,  a  fecond  time,  the  glorious  title  of  De- 
liverer of  Italy  "^ 
The  remain-        The  fame  of  the  A^dory,  and  more  efpecially  of  the  miracle,  has 
•Germans  in-  encouraged  a  vain  perfuafion,  that  the  whole  army,  or  rather  na- 
Λ*  D  406'      ^^°"'  *^^  Germans,  v.dio  migrated  from  the  ihores  of  the  Baltic,  mi- 
Decemberji,  ferably  periihed  under  the  walls  of  Florence.     Such  indeed  was  the 
-flite   of  Radagaifus  himfelf,  of  his  brave  and  faithful   companions, 
and  of  more  than  one-third  of  the  A'^arious  multitude  of  Sueves  and 
Vandals,  of  Alani  and  Burgundians,  who  adhered  to  the  ftandard  of 
their  general  °\     The  union  of  fuch  an  army  might  excite  our  fur- 
prife,  but   the   caufes   of  feparation   are  obvious   and   forcible  ;  the 
pride  of  birth',  tlie  infolence   of  valour,   the  jealoufy  of  command, 
the  impatience  of  fubordinatlon,  and  the  obftinate   conflidt  of  opi- 
nions, of  interefts,  and  of  paffions,  among  fo  many  kings  and  war- 
riors, who  were  untaught  to  yield,  or  to  obey.     After  the  defeat  of 
■Radagaifus,  two  parts  of  the  German  hoft,  which  muft  have  exceeded 
the  number  of  one  hundred  thoufand  men,  ftill  remained  in  arms, 
■between  the  Apennine  and  the  Alps,  or  between  the  Alps  and  the 
Danube.     It  is  uncertain   whether  they  attempted   to   revenge   the 
ilcalh  of  their  general  ;  but  their  irregular  fury  was  foon  diverted  by 

*'  And  ClauJian's  mufe,  was  fhe  aileep  ?  worthily   furnamed    the    fourth  founder   of 

had  file  been  ill  paid  ?    Methini<s  the  fcventh  Rome. 

«onCullhip  of  Honorius  (A.D.  407.)  would          "•*  A  luminous  pafl'ige  of  Prcfper's  Chro- 

have  furniihed   the  fubjefl  of  a  noble  poem,  nicle,   "  In  tres  fartcs,  per  difcrfos  frincipes, 

Before  it   was  difcovei oil  that  the  ftate  could  "  di-jifiis  exercitus."    r;• '.-.re    the  niiricie  of 

«o  Icngw  be  faved,  Stilicho  (after  Romulus,  Florence,  and  connefts  the  hiRory  of  Italy, 

i?amillus,    and   Marius)    might   have  been  Caul,  and  Germany. 

3  the 
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the  prudence  and  firmnefs  of  Stilicho,  who  oppofed  their  march,  and    CHAP. 

facilitated  their   retreat ;    who  'confidered  the  fafety  of  Rome    and    \— .^ » 

Italy  as  the  great  objed;  of  his  care,  and  who  facrificed,  \Adth  too 
much  indifference,  the  wealth  and  tranquillity  of  the  diftant  pro- 
vinces ^'.  The  Barbarians  acquired,  from  the  jundion  of  fome 
Pannonian  deferters,  the  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  of  the 
roads ;  and  the  invafion  of  Gaul,  which  Alaric  had  defigned,  was 
executed  by  the  remains  of  the  great  army  of  Radagaifus  *^ 

Yet  if  they  expedted  to  derive  any  aififtance  from  the  tribes  of 
Germany,  who  inhabited  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  their  hopes  were 
diiiippointed.  The  Alemanni  preferved  a  ftate  of  inadive  neutrality  ; 
and  the  Franks  diftinguiihed  their  zeal  and  courage  in  the  defence  of 
the  empire.  In  the  rapid  progrefs  down  the  Rhine,  which  was  the 
firft  ad  of  the  adminiftration  of  Stilicho,  he  had  applied  himfelf, 
with  peculiar  attention,  to  fecure  the  alliance  of  the  warlike  Franks, 
and  to  remove  the  irreconcileable  enemies  of  peace  and  of  the  re- 
public. Marcomir,  one  of  their  kings,  was  publicly  convided,  before 
the  tribunal  of  the  Roman  magiftrate,  of  violating  the  faith  of  trea- 
ties. He  was  fentenced  to  a  mild,  but  diftant,  exile,  in  the  province 
of  Tufcany ;  and  this  degradation  of  the  regal  dignity  was  fo  far 
from  exciting  the  refentment  of  his  fubjeds,  that  they  puniihed  with 
death  the  turbulent  Sunno,  who  attempted  to  revenge  liis  brother ; 
and  maintained  a  dutiful  allegiance  to  the  princes,  who  were  efta- 


*'  Orofius    and   Jerom   pofitively  charge  ri^,  1772.);  an  elaborate  work,  which  I  had 

him  with  inftigating  the  invafion.     "  Exci-  not  the  advantage  of  perufing  till  the  year 

"  tatK   a  Stilichone    gentes,"    &c.     They  1777.     As  early  as  1771,   I  find  the  fame 

muft  mean  indirealy.     He  faved  Italy  at  the  idea  expreifed  in  a  rough  draught  of  the  pre- 

expence  of  Gaul.  fent  Hiftory.     I  have  fince  obferved  a  fimilar 

*' The  Count  deBuat  is  fatisfied,  that  the  intimation   in    Mafcou    (viii.    15.).      Such 

Germans  who  invaded  Gaul  were  the  tiuo-  agreement,  without  mutual  communication, 

thirds  that  yet  remained  of  the  army  of  Ra-  may  add  fome  weight  to  our  common  fen- 

dagaifus.    See  the  Hiftoire  Anciennedes  Peu-  timent. 
pies  de  I'Europe  (torn.  vii.  p.  87— izi.  Pa- 

VoL.  III.  ζ                                     bliilicd 
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CHAP,    blillied  on  the  throne  bv  the  choice  of  StUicho  ^\     When  the  limits 

XXX. 
s^-—y, f    of  Gaul  and  Germany  were  fhaken  "by  the  northern  emigration,  the 

Franks  bravely  encountered  the  fingle  force  of  the  Vandals  ;  who, 

regardlefs   of  the    leiTons    of  adverfity,    had    again    feparated   their 

troops  from  the  ftandard  of  their  Barbarian  allies.     They  paid  the 

penalty   of  their    raihnefs  ;     and    twenty  thoufand   Vandals,    with 

their  king  Godigifclus,  were  ilain  in  the  field  of  battle.    The  whole 

people  muft  have   been  extirpated,  if  the   fqUadrons  of  the  Alani, 

advancing    to   their   relief,    had  not    trampled    down    the    infantry 

of  the  Franks  ;  who,   after  an  honourable  refift'ance,  w^ere  compelled 

to  relinquilh  the  unequal  conteft.     The  vidlorious  confederates  pur- 

fued  their  march,  and  on  the  laft  day  of  the  year,  in  a  fealbn  when 

the  waters  of  the  Rhine  were  moft  probably  frozen,   they  entered, 

without  oppofition,  the  defencelefs  provinces  of  Gaul.     This  memo•^ 

table  paffage  of  the  Suevi,  the  Vandals,  the  Alani,.  and  the  Burgun- 

dians,  who  never  afterwards  retreated,  may  be  confidered  as  the 

:fall  of  the  Roman  empire  in   the   countries  beyond  the  Alps ;  and 

the  barriers,  which  had  fo  long  feparated  the  favage  and  the  civil- 

ifed   nations  of  tlie  earth,  were  from  that  fatal  moment  levelled  with 

the  ground  ^'. 

Defolation  of       While  the  peace  of  Germany  was  fecured  by  the  attachment   of 

the  Franks,  and  the  neutrality  of  the  Alemanni,  the  fubjedts  of  Rome^ 

unconfcious  of  their  approaching  calamities,  enjoyed  the  ilate  of  quiet 

and  profpcrity,   which   had   feldom   blefled  the   frontiers   of  Gaul. 

*'                   Provincla  miflos  good    materials,    which  he  did   not  iinder- 

Expellct  citius  fafces,  quani  Francia  reges  ilandi 

Quos  deJeris.  ss  gee  Zofimus  (U  vi.   p.   373•),   Orofius 

Claudian  (1  Conf.  Stll.  1.  i.   2  35,   &c.)   is  (1.  vii.  c.  40.  p.  576),  and  the  Chronicles, 

clear  and  fatiffaitory.   Thefc  kings  of  France  Gregory  of  Tours  (1.  ii.  c.  9.  p.  165.  in  the 

are  unknown  to  Gregory  of  Tours ;   but  the  fecond  volume  of  the  Hiftorians   of  France) 

author  of  the    Gefta    Francorum    mentions  has  proferved  a  valuable  fragment  of  Rena- 

both  Sunno  and  Marcomir,  and  names   the  tus  Profuturus  Frigeridus,  whofe  three  names 

latter    as    the     father    of    Phnramond    (in  denote  a  Chrillian,  a  Roman  fiibjeft, .  and  a 

torn.  ii.  p.   543.).     He  feems  to  write  from  Semi-barbarian. 

Their 
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Their  flocks  and  herds  were  permitted  to  graze  in  the  pailures  of 
the  Bai-barians ;  their  huntfmen  penetrated,  witliout  fear  or  danger, 
into  the  darkeft  recefles  of  the  Hercynian  v.Ood  *'.  The  banks  of  the 
Rhine  were  crowned,  Uke  thofe  of  the  Tyber,  with  elegant  houfes 
and  well-cukiA''ated  farms  ;  and  if  a  poet  defcended  the  river,  he 
might  exprefs  his  doubt,  on  which  fide  was  fituated  the  territory  of 
the  Romans  '°.  This  fcene  of  peace  and  plenty  was  fuddenly  changed 
into  a  defert^  and  the  profped  of  the  fmoking  ruins  could  alone  diftin- 
guiih  the  folitude  of  nature  from  the  defolation  of  man.  The  fiou- 
riihing  city  of  Mentz  was  furprifed  and  deftroyed;  and  many 
thoufand  Chriftians  were  inhumanly  maifacred  in  the  church.  Worms 
periihed  after  a  long  and  obftinate  fiege  ;  Strafburgh,  Spii'es,  Rheims, 
Tournay,  Arras,  Amiens,  experienced  the  cruel  oppreflion  of  the 
German  yoke  ;  and  the  confuming  flames  of  war  fpread  from  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine  over  the  greateft  part  of  the  feventeen.  provinces 
of  Gaul.  That  rich  and  extenfive  country,  as  far  as  the  ocean,  the 
Alps,  and  the  Pyrenees,  was  delivered  to  the  Barbarians,  who  drove 
before  them,  in  a  promifcuous  crowd,  the  bifhop,  the  fenator,  and  the 
virgin,  laden  with  the  fpoils  of  their  houfes  and  altars".  The  ec- 
clefiaftics,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  this  vague  defcription  of 
the  public  calamities,  embraced  the  opportunity  of  exhorting  the 
Chriftians  to  repent  of  the  fins  which  had  provoked  the  Divine 
Juftice,  and  to  renounce  the  periihable  goods  of  a  Avretched  and 

^9  Claudian  (i  Conf.  Stil.  1.  i.  221.  &c.  Claudian  is  not  prepared  for  the  ftrift  exa- 

1.  ii.  186.)  defcribes  the  peace  and  profperity  mination  of  our  antiquaries. 

of  the   Gallic  frontier.     The   Abbe  Dubos         5°  Geminafqiie  viator 

(Hid.  Critique,  &c.  torn.  i.  p.  174.)  would  Cum  videatripas,  qusfit  Romanarequirat. 

read  JIL•  (a  namelefs  rivulet  of  the  Arden-  "'  Jerom,  torn.  i.   p.   93.     See  in  the  ift 

nes)  inHead  of  J/iis  ;  and  expatiates  on  the  vol.   of  the   Hiftorians  of  France,    p.   777. 

danger  of  the  Gallic  cattle  grazing  beyond  782.  the  proper  extrails  from  the  Carmen  de 

the  Eiie.     Foolifh  enough  !  In  poetical  geo-  Providentia  Divina,  and  Salvian.     The  ano- 

graphy,  the  Elbe,  and  the  Hercynian,  fig-  nymous  poet  was  himfelf  a  captive,  with  his 

nify  any  river,  or  any  wood,  in   Germany,  biihop  and  fellow-citizens. 

Ζ  2  deceitful 


χηι 


THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 

deceitful  world.  But  as  the  Pelagian  controA-erfy'',  which  attempts 
to  found  the  abyfs  of  grace  and  predeilination,  foon  became  the  fe- 
rious  employment  of  the  Latin  clergy  \  the  Providence  \vhich  had 
decreed,  or  forefeen,  or  permitted,  fuch  a  train  of  moral  and  natural 
evils,  was  raihly  weighed  in  the  imperfed  and  fallacious  balance 
of  reafon.  The  crimes,  and  the  misfortunes,  of  the  fuffering  peo-- 
ple,  were  prefumptuouily  compared  with  thofe  of  their  anceftors; 
and  they  arraigned  the  Divine  juftice,  which  did  not  exempt 
from  the  common  deftrudtion  the  feeble,  the  guiltlefs,  the  infant  por- 
tion of  the  human  fpecies.  Thefe  idle  difputants  overlooked  the 
invariable  laws  of  nature,  which  have  connedled  peace  with  inno- 
cence, plenty  with  induftry,  and  fafety  with  valour.  The  timid  and 
felfiih  policy  of  the  court  of  Ravenna  might  recal  the  Palatine  legions 
for  the  protedlion  of  Italy ;  the  remains  of  the  ilationary  troops 
might  be  unequal  to  the  arduous  taik  ;  and  the  Barbarian  auxiUarles 
might  prefer  the  unbounded  licence  of  fpoil  to  the  benefits  of  a  mo- 
derate and  regular  ftipend.  But  the  provinces  of  Gaul  were  filled 
with  a  numerous  race  of  hardy  and  robuft  youth,  who,  in  the  de- 
fence of  their  houfes,  their  families,  and  their  altars,  if  they  had 
dared  to  die,  would  have  deferved  to  vanqulih.  The  knowledge  of 
their  native  country  would  have  enabled  them  to  oppofe  continual 
and  infuperable  obftacles  to  the  progrefs  of  an  invader;  and  the 
deficiency  of  the  Barbarians,  in  arms  as  well  as  in  difcipline,  removed 
the  only  pretence  which  excufes  the  fubmiffion  of  a  populous  coun- 
try to  the  inferior  numbers  of  a  veteran  army.  When  France  was 
invaded  by  Charles  the  Fifth,  he  enquired  of  a  prifoner,  how  many 
days  Paris  might  be  diftant  from  the  frontier  ;  "  Perhaps  twelve^  but 

s"  The  Pelagian  doftrine,  which  was  firft  Greek  church  was  favourable  to  his  adverfa- 

agitatcd  A.  D.  405,  was  condemned,  in   the  ries  ;  and  (what  is  fingular  enough)  the  peo- 

fpace  of  ten  years,  at  Rome  and   Carthage,  pie  did  not  take  any  part  in  a  difpute  which 

St.  Auguftin  fought  and  conquered :  but  the  they  could  not  underftand. 

"  they 
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"  they  ΛνΙΙΙ  be  days  of  battle"':"  fuch  was  the  gallant  anfwer  which    CHAP. 

'                                                                                                                   XXX. 
checked   the  arrogance  of  that  ambitious  prince.     The   fubjedls   of  ' ,    '  ./ 

Honorius,  and  thofe  of  Francis!.,  were  animated  by  a  very  different 

ipirit ;  and  in  lefs  than  two  years,  the  divided  troops  of  the  favages 

of  the  Baltic,  whofe  numbers,  were  they  fairly  flated,  would  appear 

contemptible,  advanced,  without  a  combat,  to  the  foot  of  the  Pyre- 

ncean  mountains. 

In  theeai-ly  part  of  the  reign  of  Honorius,  the  vigilance  of  Stilicho  Revolt  of  the 

had  fuccefsfuUy  guarded  the  remote  ifland  of  Britain  from  her  incef-  A.  D.  '407!'* 

fant  enemies  of  the  ocean,  the  mountains,  and  the  Iriili  coaft  ".   But 

thofe  reftlefs  Barbarians  could  not  negleft  the  fair  opportunity  of  the 

Gothic  war,  when  the  walls  and  ftations  of  the  province  were  ftripped 

of  the  Roman  troops.      If  any    of  the  legionaries  were    permitted 

tb  return  from  the  Italian  expedition,  their  faithful  report  of  the 

court  and  charadler  of  Honorius  muft  have   tended  to  diflblve  the 

bonds  of  allegiance,  and  to  exafpei-ate  the  feditious  temper  of  the 

Britiih  army.     The  fpirit  of  revolt,  which  had  formerly  difturbed 

the  age  of  Gallienus,  was  revived  by  the  capricious  violence  of  the 

foldiers ;    and   the   unfortunate,  perhaps  the   ambitious,   candidates^  . 

who  were  the  objeds   of  their  choice,  were  the  inftruments,  and  at 

length  the  vidims,  of  their   paffion  '*.     Marcus  was  the  firft  whoi^ 

they  placed  on  the  throne,  as  the  lawful  emperor  of  Britain,  and  of 

^^  See  theMemoires  de  Guillaume  du  Bel-  tant  in  the  ninth  century,  muft  have  contain- 

lav,  I.  vi.     In  French,  the  original  reproof  is  ed  as  many  thoufand   lie?;  yet  we  may  be- 

lefs    obvious,    and    more  pointed,  from  the  lieve,  that,  in  one  of  thefe  Iriih  inroads,   the 

double  fenfe  of  the  word yi3«r«ff,  which  alike  future  apoftie  was  led  away  captive  (Ulher, 

fignifies,  a  day's  travel,  or  a  battle.  Antiquit.  Ecclef.  Britann.  p.  431.  and  Til- 

"  Claudian  (iConf.  Stil.  1.  ii.  250.).     It  lemont,   Mem.    Ecclef.    torn.  xvi.    p.  456. 

is  fuppofed,  that  the  Scots  of  Ireland  invaded,  782,  &c.). 

by  fea,  the  whole  wellern  coaft  of  Britain  :  and         '■*■  The  Britifti  ufurpers  are  taken  from  Zo- 

fome  flight  credit  may  be  given  even  to  Nen-  fimus  (1.  vi.  p.  371  —  375.)»  Orofius  (1.   vii. 

nius  and  the  Irifli  traditions  (Carte's  Hift.  of  c.  40.  p.  576,    577.),    Olympiodorus  (apud 

England,  vol.  i.  p.    169.      Whitaker's   Ge-  Photium,    p.   180,    181.),    the    ecclefiaftical 

ni'ine  Hiftory  of  the  Britons,  p.  199.).    The  hiftorians,  and  the  Chronicles.     The  Latins 

jixty-fix  lives  of  St.  Patrick,  which  were  ex-  are  ignorant  of  Marius. 

8  the 
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^  ^  Λ  ^'  tl•^^  Weft.  They  A'lolated,  by  the  hafty  murder  of  IVIarcus,  the  oath 
v> — ^v— -^  of  fidehty  which  they  had  impofed  on  themfelves ;  and  their  difap- 
probation  of  his  manners  may  feem  to  infcribe  an  honourable  epi- 
taph on  his  tomb.  Gratian  was  the  next  whom  they  adorned  with 
the  diadem  and  the  purple ;  and,  at  the  end  of  four  months,  Gra- 
tian experienced  the  fate  of  his  predeceflbr.  The  memory  of  the 
great  Conftantine,  whom  the  Britifli  legions  had  given  to  the  church 
and  to  the  empire,  fuggefted  the  fmgular  motive  of  their  third  choice. 

Conftantine     They  difcovered  in  the  ranks  a  private  foldier  of  the  name  of  Con- 
is  acknow-  ■' 

ledged  in        ftantine  ;   and   their  impetuous  levity  had  already  feated  him  on  the 
Gaul,  throne,  before  they  perceived  his  incapacity  to  fuftain  the  weight  of 

■  ^°'''  that  glorious  appellation  ".  Yet  the  authority  of  Conftantine  was  lefs 
precarious,  and  his  government  was  more  fuccefsful,  than  the  tran- 
fient  reigns  of  Marcus  and  of  Gratian.  The  danger  of  leaving  his 
inactive  troops  in  thofe  camps,  which  had  been  twice  polluted  with 
blood  and  fedition,  urged  him  to  attempt  the  reduction  of  the  AVeftern 
provinces.  He  landed  at  Boulogne  with  an  inconfiderable  force ; 
and  after  he  had  repofed  himfelf  fome  days,  he  fummoned  the  cities 
of  Gaul,  which  had  efcaped  the  yoke  of  the  Barbarians,  to  acknow- 
ledge their  lawful  fovereign.  They  obeyed  the  fummons  without 
rel  usance.  The  negledl  of  the  court  of  Ravenna  had  abfolved  a 
deferted  people  from  the  duty  of  allegiance  ;  their  adual  diftrefs  en- 
couraged them  to  accept  any  circumftances  of  change,  without  appre- 
henfion,  and,  perhaps,  with  fome  degree  of  hope ;  and  they  might 
flatter  themfelves,  that  the  troops,  the  authority,  and  even  the 
name  of  a  Roman  emperor,  who  fixed  his  refidence  in  Gaul,  would 
proted  the  unhappy  country  from  the  rage  of  the  Barbarians.  The 
firft  fuccefles  of  Conftantine  againft  the  detached  parties  of  the  Ger- 

«5  Cum  in  Conftantino  innnflantiam  .  .  .  Yet  Sidonius  might  be  tempted,  by  fo  fair  a 
execrarentur  (Sidonius  Apollinaris,  1.  v.  pun,  to  ftigmatife  a  prince,  who  had  dif- 
epift.  9.  p.    1 39.    edit,    fecund.    Sirmond.).     graced  his  grandfather. 

2  mans. 
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mans,  were  magnified  by  the  voice  of  adulation  into  fplendid  and  C  HA  P.. 
decifive  vi£tories  ;  which  the  re-union  and  infolence  of  the  enemy  v— -^ — — * 
foon  reduced  to  their  juft  vahie.  His  negociations  procured  a  iliort 
and  precarious  truce  ;  and  if  fome  tribes  of  the  Barbarians  were  en- 
gaged, by  the  Hberality  of  his  gifts  and  promifes,  to  undertake  the 
defence  of  the  Rhine,  thefe  expenfive  and  uncertain  treaties,  inflead 
of  reftoring  the  priftine  vigour  of  the  Gallic  frontier,  ferved  only 
to  difgrace  the  majeily  of  the  prince,  and  to  exhauft  what  yet  re- 
mained of  the  treafures  of  the  republic.  Elated  however  with  this 
imaginary  triumph,  the  vain  deliverer  of  Gaul  advanced  into  the 
provinces  of  the  South,  to  encounter  a  more  preffing  and  perfonal 
danger.  Sarus  the  Goth  was  ordered  to  lay  the  head  of  the  rebel 
at  the  feet  of  the  emperor  Honorius  ;  and  the  forces  of  Britain  and 
Italy  were  unworthily  confumed  in  this  domeftic  quarrel.  After  the 
lofs  of  his  tv,O  braveft  generals,  Juftinian  and  Nevigaftes,  the  former 
of  whom  Avas  flain  in  the  field  of  battle,  the  latter  in  a  peaceful 
but  treacherous  interview,  Conftantine  fortified,  himfelf  within  the 
walls  of  Vienna.  The  place  was  inefFedlually  attacked  feven  days  ;. 
and  the  Imperial  army  fupported,  in  a  precipitate  retreat,  the  igno- 
miny of  purchafing  a  fecure  paiTage  from  the  freebooters  and  out- 
laws of  the  Alps  '^  Thofe  mountains  now  feparated  the  dominions 
of  two  rival  monarchs :  and  the  fortifications  of  the  double  frontier 
were  guarded  by  the  troops  of  the  empire,  whofe  arms  would  have 
been  more  ufefully  employed  to  maintain  the  Roman  limits  againft 
the  Barbarians  of  Germany  and  Scythia. 

On  the  fide  of  the  Pyrenees,  the  ambition  of  Conftantine  mfght  He  reduces 
be  juftified  by  the  proximity  of  danger  ;  but  his  throne  was  foon  a.  D.'  403. 
eftabliihed  by  the  conqueft,  or  rather  fubmiifion,  of  Spain ;  which 

'*  BagauJiS  is  the  name  which  Zofimus  tique,  torn.  i.  p.  203.  and  this  Hiftory,  vol. 
applies  to  them;  perhaps  they  deferved  a  i.  p.  429.  third  edit.).  We  Ihall  hear  of  them 
lefs  odious  charailer  (fee  Dubos,  Hill.  Cri-     again. 

yielded 
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CHAP,  yielded  to  the  influence  of  regular  and  habitual  fubordlnation,  and 
V- — »-— '  received  the  laws  and  magillrates  of  the  Gallic  praefedure.  The  only 
oppofition  which  was  made  to  the  authority  of  Conftantine,  pro- 
ceeded not  fo  much  from  the  powers  of  government,  or  the  fpirit  of 
the  people,  as  from  the  private  zeal  and  intereft  of  the  family  of 
Theodofius.  Four  brothers "'  had  obtained,  by  the  favour  of  tlieir 
kinfman,  the  deceafed  emperor,  an  honourable  rank,  and  ample 
pofleffions,  in  then"  native  country :  and  the  grateful  youths  refolved 
to  riik  thofe  advantages  in  the  fervice  of  his  fon.  After  an  unfuc- 
cefsful  effort  to  mainta4n  their  ground  at  the  head  of  the  ftationary 
troops  of  Lufitania,  they  retired  to  their  eftates  ;  where  they  armed 
and  levied,  at  their  own  expence,  a  confiderable  body  of  flaves  and 
dependents,  and  boldly  marched  to  occupy  the  ftrong  pofts  of  the 
Pyrenasan  mountains.  This  domeftic  infurredion  alarmed  and  per- 
plexed the  fovereign  of  Gaul  and  Britain  ;  and  he  was  compelled  to 
negociate  with  fome  troops  of  Barbarian  auxiliaries,  for  the  fervice 
of  the  Spaniih  war.  They  were  diftinguiihed  by  the  title  of  Hono- 
r'lans  "  ;  a  name  which  might  have  reminded  them  of  their  fidelity 
to  their  lawful  fovereign  ;  and  if  it  iliould  candidly  be  allowed  that 
the  Scots  were  influenced  by  any  partial  affedion  for  a  Britiih  prince, 
the  Moors  and  the  Marcoma?im  could  be  tempted  only  by  the  pro- 
fufe  liberality  of  the  ufurper,  who  difl.ributed  among  the  Barbarians 
the  military,  and  even  the  civil,  honours  of  Spain.  The  nine  bAnds 
of  Honor'ians^  which  may  be  eafily  traced  on  the  efliablilhment  of  the 
Wefl:ern  empire,  could  not  exceed  the  number  of  five  thoufand 
men ;  yet  this  inconfiderable  force  was  fufiicient  to  terminate  a  war, 

"  Verinianus,  Didymus,  Theodofius,  and  twoof  Marcomanni,  the  Viilores,  the  Afcarii, 

Lagcdius,  who,  in  modern  courts,  would  be  and    the   Gallicani   (Notitia   Imperii,    feft. 

flyled  princes  of  the  blood,  were  not  diftin-  xxxviii.  edit.  Lab.).     They  were  part  of  the 

guifhed  by  any  rank  or  privileges  above  the  fixty-five  Auxilia  Palatina,  and  are  properly 

reft  of  their  fellow-fubjec^s.  ftyled,    «  τη  αΛη  τ«|ί.ί,    by   Zofimus   (1.  vi, 

*'  Thefe//i«in«?;/,  or//e»<jr/«i-i,  confiftedof  p.  374.). 
two  bands  of  Scots,  or  Attacotti,  two  of  Moors, 

which 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  177 


CHAP. 
XXX. 


which  had  threatened  the  power  and  ilxfety  of  Conftantine.  The 
^ruftic  army  of  the  Theodofian  family  was  furrounded  and  de- 
ilroyed  in  the  Pyrenees :  two  of  the  brothers  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  efcape  by  fea  to  Italy,  or  the  Eaft ;  the  other  two,  after 
an  interval  of  uifpcnce,  were  executed  at  Aries  ;  and  if  Honorius 
could  remain  infenfible  of  the  public  difgrace,  he  might  perhaps  be 
afFefted  by  the  pcrfonal  misfortunes  of  his  generous  kinfmen.  Such 
were  the  feeble  arms  which  decided  the  poiTeflion  of  the  Weftern 
provinces  of  Europe,  from  the  wall  of  Antoninus  to  the  columns  of 
Hercules.  The  events  of  peace  and  war  have  undoubtedly  been 
diminiihed  by  the  narro\v  and  imperfeil  view  of  the  hiftorians  of 
the  times,  who  were  equally  ignorant  of  the  caufes,  and  of  the 
eiFe£ls,  of  the  moft  important  revolutions.  But  the  total  decay  of 
the  national  ftrength  had  annihilated  even  the  lail;  refource  of  a  de- 
fpotic  government ;  and  the  revenue  of  exhaufted  provinces  could  no 
longer  purchafe  the  military  fervice  of  a  difcontented  and  pufilla- 
nimous  people. 

The  poet,  whofe  flattery  has   afcribed  to  the  Roman   eagle  the  Negodatlort 
vidtories  of  Pollentia  and  Verona,  purfues  the  haily  retreat  of  Alaric,   stiikho, 
from  the  confines  of  Italy,  with  a  horrid  train  of  imaginary  fpedtres,  ^Jg_  '  '^°'^'~ 
fuch  as  might  hover  over  an  army  of  Barbarians,  which  was  almoft 
exterminated  by  war,  Tamine,  and  difeafe  ^'.      In  the  courfe  of  this 
unfortunate  expedition,  the  king  of  the  Goths  muil  indeed  have  fuf- 
tained  a  confiderable  lofs  ;  and  his   harafled  forces  required   an  in- 
terval of  repofe  to  recruit  their  numbers,  and  revive  their  confidence. 
Adverfity  had  exercifed,  and  difplayed,  the  genius   of  Alaric ;  and 
the  fame  of  his  valour  invited,  to  th©  Gothic  ftandard,  the  bra  veil 
of  the   Barbarian   warriors  ;  who,  from  the  Euxine  to  the  Rhine, 

"  . Comitatur  euntem  Luftus  ;     et    inferni    Uridentes     agmine 

Pallor,  et  atra  fames  ;   et  faucia  lindus  morbi. 

ora  ChuJian  in  vl  Ccnf.  Hon.  jzi.&c. 

Vol.  III.  A  a  were 
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were  agitated  by  the  defire  of  rapine  and  conqueft.    He  had  dcferved 
the  efteem,  and  he  foon   accepted  the  friendfliip,  of  Stilicho  him- 
felf.     Renouncing  the   fervice   of  the   emperor  of  the  Eaft,  Alaric 
concluded,  with  the  court  of  Ravenna,  a  tr-eaty  of  peace   and   al- 
liance, by  which    he   was  declared   mafter-general   of  the  Roman- 
armies  throughout  the  praEfedure  of  lUyricum ;  as  it  was  claimed, 
according  to  the  true  and  ancient  limits,  by  the   minifter  of  Ho- 
norius  '°°.     The  execution  of  the  ambitious  defign,  which  was  either 
ftipulated,  or  implied,  in  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  appears  to  have 
been  fufpended  by  the  formidable  irruption  of  Radagaifus ;   and  the 
neutrality  of  the  Gothic  king  may  perhaps  be  compared  to  the  in- 
difFereuce    of  Cxilir,    who,    in  the  confpiracy  of  Catiline,    refuied 
either  to  affift,  or  to  oppofe,  the  enemy  of  the  republic.     After  the 
defeat  of  the  Vandals,  Stilicho  refumed  'his  pretenfions  to  the  pro- 
vinces of  the  Eaft  ;  appointed  civil  magiftrates  for  the  adminiftration 
of  juftice,  and  of  the  finances  ;  and  declared  his  impatience  to  lead, 
to  the  gates   of  Conftantinople,   the  united  armies  of  the   Romans 
and  of  the  Goths.     The  prudence  however  of  Stilicho,  his  averfion 
to  civil   war,  and   his  perfedt  knowledge  of   the    weaknefs  of  the 
ftate,  may   countenance   the   fufpicion,  that   domeftic   peace,  rather 
than  foreign  conqueft,  was  the  objedt  of  his  policy ;  and,  that  his 
principal  care  was  to  employ  the  forces  of  Alaric  at  a  diftance  from 
Italy.     This   defign   could   not  long  efcape   the  penetration   of  the 
Gothic   king,  who  continued   to   hold   a  doubtful,    and   perhaps  a- 
treacherous,  correfpondence  with  the  rival  courts ;  who  protraded, 
like   a  diflatisficd  mercenary,  his  languid  operations  in  ThefTaly  and 
Epirus,  and  who  foon  returned  to  claim  the  extravagant  reward  of  his 
ineffedual  fei-vices.  From  his  camp  near  jEmona '°',  on  the  confines  of 

Italy, 

'°°  Thefe  dark  tranfaaions  are  invefligated    wliofe  laborious  accuracy  may  fomedmes  fa- 
by  the  Count  de  Buat  (Hift.  des  Peuples  de     tigue  a  fupcrficial  reader. 
I'Europe,  torn.  vii.  c.  iii-viii.  p.  69— 206.),        "'  See  Zofimus,  1.  v.  p.  334,  335.      He 

interrupu 
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ita!y,  he  tranfmitted  to  the  emperor  of  the  Weft,  a  long  account  of    CHAP 

promifes,  of  expences,  and  of  demands  ;  called  for  immediate  fatif-    v- — . 

fadion,  and  clearly  intimated  the  confequences  of  a  refufal.  Yet  if 
his  condud  was  hoftile,  his  language  was  decent  and  dutiful.  He 
humbly  profeiTed  himfelf  the  friend  of  Stilicho,  and  the  foldier  of 
Honorius  ;  offered  his  perfon  and  his  troops  to  march,  without  de- 
lay, againft  the  ufurper  of  Gaul  ;  and  folicited,  as  a  permanent  re- 
treat for  the  Gothic  nation,  the  poifeflion  of  fome  vacant  province 
of  the  Weftern  empire. 

The  political  and  fecret  tranfadions  of  two  ftatefmen,  who  labour-  Debates  of 
ed  to  deceive  each  other  and  the  world,  muft  for  ever  have  been  fena^e°'"^" 
concealed  in  the  impenetrable  darknefs  of  the  cabinet,  if  the  debates  ^"  ^'  '^°^' 
of  a  popular  aifembly  had  not  thrown  fome  rays  of  light  on  the  cor- 
refpondence  of  Alaric  and  Stilicho.  The  neceflity  of  finding  fome 
artificial  fupport  for  a  gOΛ'^ernment,  Λvhich,  from  a  principle,  not  of 
moderation,  but  of  weaknefs,  was  reduced  to  negociate  with  its  own 
fubjeds,  had  infenfibly  revived  the  authority  of  the  Roman  fenate  : 
and  the  minifter  of  Honorious  refpedfuUy  confulted  the  legiflative 
council  of  the  republic.  Stilicho  aiTembled  the  fenate  in  the  palace 
of  the  Ca^fars  ;  reprefented,  in  a  ftudied  oration,  the  adual  ftate  of 
affairs ;  propofed  the  demands  of  the  Gothic  king,  and  fubmitted 
to  their  confideratlon  the  choice  of  peace  or  war.  The  fenators,  as 
if  they  had  been  fuddenly  awakened  from  a  dream  of  four  hundred 
3-ears,  appeared  on  this  important  occafion  to  be  infpired  bv  the 
courage,  rather  than  by  the  wifdom,  of  their  predeceflbrs.  They 
loudly  declared,  in  regular  fpeeches,  or  in  tumultuary  acclamations, 
that  it  Avas  unworthy  of  the  majefty  of  Rome,  to  purchale  a  preca- 

ir.terrupts  his  fcanty  narrative,  to  relate  ihe  I.  ix.    c.   4.)    and    Socrates   (1.  vii.  c.  10.) 

fable  of  vEmona,    and   of  the  ihip  Argo ;  call  a  pale  and  doubtful  light ;    and  Orofius 

which  was  drawn  over  land  from  that  place  (1.  vii.  c.  3S.  p.  571•)  is  abominably  partial, 
to  the   Hadriatic.     Sozomen  (1.  viii.   c.  25. 

A  a   2  rious 
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C  fl  Λ  Ρ,  j-ioiis  and  difgraceful  truce  from  a  Barbarian  king ;  and  that,  in  the 
*— — V— — '  judgment  of  a  magnanimous  people,  the  chance  of  ruin  was  aiwayi 
preferable  to  the  certainty  of  diihonour.  The  m.inifter,  whofe  pa- 
cific intentions  were  feconded  only  by  the  voices  of  a  few  fen  lie  and 
venal  followers,  attempted  to  allay  the  general  ferment,  by  an  apo- 
logy for  his  own  condudl,  and  even  for  the  demands  of  the  Gothic 
prince.  ~  "  The  payment  of  a  fubfidy,  which  had  excited  the  iridig- 
"  nation  of  the  Romans,  ought  not  (fuch  was  the  language  of  Sti- 
"  licho)  to  be  confidered  in  the  odious  light,  either  of  a  tribute,  oi* 
"  of  a  ranfom,  extorted  by  the  menaces  of  a  Barbarian  enemy. 
"  Alaric  had  f.iithfully  aiTertcd  the  juft  pretenfions  of  the  republic  to 
"  the  provinces  which  were  ufurped  by  the  Greeks  of  Conftantinople: 
"  he  modeftly  required  the  fair  and  ftipulated  recompence  of  his 
"  fervices  ;  and  if  he  had  defifted  from  the  profecution  of  his  enter-- 
"  prife,  he  had  obeyed,  in  his  retreat,  the  peremptory,  though 
"  private,  letters  of  the  emperor  himfelf.  Thefe  contradidtory  or- 
*'  ders  (he  would  not  diifemble  the  errors  of  his  own  family)  had 
"  been  procured  by  the  interceifion  of  Serena.  The  tender  piety  of 
"  his  wife  had  been  too  deeply  affefted  by  the  difcord  of  the  royal' 
"  brothers,  the  fons  of  her  adopted  father ;  and  the  fentiments  of 
"  nature  had  too  eafily  prevailed  over  the  ftern  didates  of  the  public 
"  welfare."  Thefe  oftenfible  reafons,  which  faintly  difguife  the 
obfcure  intrigues  of  the  palace  of  Ravenna,  were  fupported  by  the 
authority  of  Stilicho ;  and  obtained,  after  a  warm  debate,  the  reluc- 
tant approbation  of  the  fenate.  The  tumult  of  virtue  and  freedom 
fubfided  ;  and  the  fum  of  four  thoufand  pounds  of  gold  was  granted, 
under  the  name  of  a  fubfidy,  to  fecure  the  peace  of  Italy,  and  to 
conciliate  the  friendihip  of  the  king  of  the  Goths.  Lampadius  alone, 
one  of  the  moft  illuftrious  members  of  the  aifembly,  ftill  perfifted  in 
his  difient ;  exclaimed  with  a  loud  voice,  "  This  is  not  a  treaty  of 
I  "  peace, 
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*«  peace,  but  of  fervitude  '" ;"  and  efcaped  the  danger  of  fuch  bold    C  HA  P. 

oppofition    by  immediately  retiring  to  the  fandtuary  of  a  Chriilian    >- — v-~—> 
ehurch. 

But  the  reign  of  Stilicho  drew  towards  its  end ;  and   the   proud  Intrigues  of 

.  .  ...  '"^  palace, 

ihinifter  might  perceive  the  fymptoms  of  his  approaching  difgi'ace.   A.  D  408, 


The  generous  boldnefs  of  Larnpadius  had  been  applauded  ;  and  the 
fenate,  fo  patiently  rcfigned  to  a  long  fervitude,  rejected  with  dif- 
dain  the  offer  of  invidious  and  imaginary  freedom.  The  troops, 
who  ftill  aflumed  the  name  and  prerogatives  of  the  Roman  legions, 
were  exafperated  by  the  partial  affeftion  of  Stilicho  for  the  Barba- 
rians :  and  the  people  imputed  to  the  mifchievous  policy  of  the  mi- 
nifter,  the  public  misfortunes,  which  were  the  natural  confequencc 
of  their  own  degeneracy.  Yet  Stilicho  might  have  continued  to  brave 
the  clamours  of  the  people,  and  even  of  the  foldiers,  if  he  could  have 
maintained  his  dominion  over  the  feeble  mind  of  his  pupil.  But  the 
refpedful  attachment  of  Honorius  was  converted  into  fear,  fufpicion, 
and  hatred.  The  crafty  Olympius  '°\  who  concealed  his  vices  under 
the  maik  of  Chriftian  piety,  had  fecretly  undermined  the  benefaftor, 
by  whofe  favour  he  was  promoted  to  the  honourable  offices  of  the  Im- 
perial palace.  Olympius  revealed  to  the  unfufpedling  emperor,  who 
had  attained  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  that  he  was  widiout 
weight,  or  authority,  in  his  own  government ;  and  artfully  alarm- 
ed his  timid  and  indolent  difpofition  by  a  lively  pidlure  of  the 
defigns  of  Stilicho,  who  already  meditated  the  death  of  his  fo- 
vereign,  with  the  ambitious  hope  of  placing  the  diadem  on  the  head 

'°-  Zofimus,  I.  V.   p.  338,   339.     He  re-  v.    p.    340.)     expofes  with  vifible    fatisfac- 

peats  the  words  of  Larnpadius,  as  they  were  tion.     Auguftin  revered  the  piety  of  Olym- 

fpoke  in  Latin,   "  Non  eil  ifta  pax,  fed  pac-  pius,  whom  he  ilyles  a  true  fon  of  the  church 

tio  fervitutis,"   and  then  tranilates  them  into  (Baronius,    Annal.  Ecclef.    A.  D.  408.   N* 

Greek  for  the  bencft  of  his  readers.  19,  &c.    Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  xiii. 

'"^  He  came  from  the  coaftof  the  Euxine,  p.  467,  468.).     But  thefe  praifes,  which  the 

and  exercifedafpkndid  office,  λ3,νΐΓ|-ίζί  is  TfK-  African   faint  fo  unworthily  bellows,  might 

T:ia<   i-i  Toi,-  /3:ίηλ.Ί;ΐΓ  «liffisioi.     His   adions  proceed,  as  well   from  ignorance,   as  from 

jullify    his   charailer,    whicJi    Zofimus    (1.  adulation. 

of 


May. 
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C  HA  P.  of  Ills  fon  Eucherius.  The  emperor  was  inftigated,  by  his  new  fa- 
»— — /— ^  vourlte,  to  aflume  the  tone  of  independent  dignity  ;  and  the  minifter 
was  aftoniihed  to  find,  that  fecret  refokitions  were  formed  in  the 
court  and  council,  which  were  repugnant  to  his  intereft,  or  to  his 
intentions.  Inftead  of  refiding  in  the  palace  of  Rome,  Honorius  de- 
clared, that  it  was  his  pleafure  .to  return  to  the  fecure  fortrefs  of 
Ravenna.  On  the  firil  intelligence  of  the  death  of  his  brother  Ar- 
cadius,  he  prepared  to  vifit  Conilantinople,  and  to  regulate,  with  the 
authority  of  a  guardian,  the  provinces  of  the  infant  Theodofius  '°*. 
The  reprefentation  of  the  difficulty  and  expence  of  fuch  a  diftant  ex- 
pedition, checked  this  ftrange  and  fudden  fally  of  adlive  diligence ; 
but  the  dangerous  projeil  of  ihewing  the  emperor  to  the  camp 
of  Pavia,  which  was  compofed  of  the  Roman  troops,  the  enemies 
of  Stilicho,  and  his  Barbarian  auxiliaries,  remained  fixed  and  un- 
alterable. The  minifter  was  prefled,  by  the  advice  of  his  con- 
fident Juftinian,  a  Roman  advocate,  of  a  lively  and  penetrating 
genius,  to  oppofe  a  journey  fo  prejudicial  to  his  reputation  and 
fafety.  His  ftrenuous,  but  ineffedlual,  -efforts  confirmed  the  triumph 
of  Olympius ;  and  the  prudent  lawyer  withdrew  himfelf  from  the 
impending  ruin  of  his  patron. 
Dlfgrace  and  In  the  paflage  of  the  emperor  through  Bologna,  a  mutiny  of 
Jicho,  the  guards  v^^as  excited  and  appeafed  by  the   fecret  policy  of  Sti- 

Aus^ilz;}.'  llcho  ;  who  announced  his  inftrudlions  to  decimate  the  guilty,  and 
afcribed  to  his  own  interceffion  the  merit  of  their  pardon.  After 
this  tumult,  Honorius  embraced,  for  the  laft  time,  the  minifter 
Λvhom  he  now  confidered  as  a  tyrant,  and  proceeded  on  his  Avay  to 
the  camp  of  Pavia  j  where  he  was  received  by  the  loyal  acclama- 
tions of  the  troops  who  were  aflembled  for  the  fervice  of  the  Gallic 

'°*  Zofimus,  1.  V.  p.  33S,  339.    So!?omen,     vert  Honorius  from  the  vain  attempt.     The 
1.  ix.  c.  4.     Stilicho  ofFsred  to  undertake  the     Eailern  empire  would  not  have  obe_\ed,  and 
^  Journey  to  Conilantinople,  that  he  might  di-     could  not  have  been  conquered. 

war. 
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■war.     Oil  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day,  he  pronounced,  as  he  had    ^  ^^  ^' 

been  taught,  a  military  oration  in  the  prefence  of  the  foldiers,  whom    ' « ' 

the  charitable  vifits,  and  artful  difcourfes,  of  Olympius  had  pre- 
pared to  execute  a  dark  and  bloody  confpiracy.  At  the  firft  fignal, 
they  maflacred  the  friends  of  Stilicho,  the  moft  illuftrious  officers 
of  the  empire  ;  two  pra;torian  prxfedls,  of  Gaul,  and  of  Italy  ; 
two  mailers-general,  of  the  cavalry,  and  infantry  ;  the  mafter  of 
the  offices ;  the  qunsftor,  the  treafurer,  and  the  count  of  the  do- 
meftics.  Many  lives  were  loft  ;  many  houfes  were  plundered  ;  the 
furious  fedition  continued  to  rage  till  the  clofe  of  the  evening  ;  and 
the  trembling  emperor,  who  was  feen  in  the  ftreets  of  Pavia,  without 
his  robes  or  diadem,  yielded  to  the  perfuafions  of  his  favourite; 
condemned  the  memory  of  the  flain;  and  folemnly  approved  the  in- 
nocence and  fidelity  of  their  aflaffins.  The  intelligence  of  the  maf- 
facre  of  Pavia  filled  the  mind  of  Stilicho  with  juft  and  gloomy  ap- 
prehenfions :  and  he  inftantly  fummoned,  in  the  camp  of  Bologna, 
a  council  of  the  confederate  leaders,  who  were  attached  to  his  fervice, 
and  would  be  involved  in  his  ruin.  The  impetuous  voice  of  the 
aflembly  called  aloud  for  arms,  and  for  revenge  ;  to  march,  without 
a  moment's  delay,  under  the  banners  of  a  hero,  whom  they  had  fo 
often  followed  to  viftory ;  to  furprife,  to  opprefs,  to  extirpate  the 
guilty  Olympius,  and  his  degenerate  Romans  ;  and  perhaps  to  fix 
.  the  diadem  on  the  head  of  their  injured  general.  Inftead  of  execut- 
ing a  refolution,  which  might  have  been  juftified  by  fuccefs,  Stilicho 
hefitated  till  he  was  iiTecoverably  loft.  He  was  ftill  ignorant  of  the 
fate  of  the  emperor;  he  diftrufted  the  fidelity  of  his  own  party;  and 
he  viewed  with  horror  the  fatal  confequences  of  arming  a  crowd  of 
licentious  Barbarians,  againft  the  foldiers  and  people  of  Italy.  The 
confederates,  impatient  of  his  timorous  and  doubtful  delay,  haf- 
tily  retired,  with  fear  and  indignation.  At  the  hour  of  mid- 
night, Sarus,  a  Gothic  warrior,  renowned  among  the  Barbarians 
2  themfelves 
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C  HA  P.  thcmfclves  for  his  ilrcngtli  and  valour,  fuddcnly  Invaded  tlie  camp 
V— '  „  '  /  of  his  benefador,  phindered  the  baggage,  cut  in  pieces  the  faithful 
Huns,  who  guarded  his  perfon,  and  penetrated  to  the  tent,  where  the 
minifter,  penfive  and  fleeplefs,  meditated  on  the  dangers  of  his  fitu- 
ation.  StiUcho  efcaped  with  difficulty  from  the  fword  of  the  Goths; 
and,  after  ilTulng  a  laft  and  generous  admonition  to  the  cities  of  Italy, 
to  fliut  their  gates  agalnft  the  Barbarians,  his  confidence,  or  his 
defpair,  urged  him  to  throw  himfelf  into  Ravenna,  which  was 
already  in  the  abfolute  poiTeffion  of  his  enemies.  Olympius,  who 
had  ailumed  the  dominion  of  Honorius,  was  fpeedily  inform- 
ed, that  his  rival  had  embraced,  as  a  fuppliant,  the  altar  of  the 
Chriftian  church.  The  bafe  and  cruel  difpofition  of  the  hypocrite 
was  inca,pablc  of  pity  or  remorfe  j  but  he  pioufly  affeded  to  eUide, 
rather  than  to  violate,  the  privilege  of  the  fanftuary.  Count  He- 
ra,clian,  v^ath  a  troop  of  foldiers,  appeared,  at  the  dawn  of  day,  before 
the  gates  of  the  church  of  Ravenna.  The  biihop  was  fatisfied  by  a 
folemn  'oath,  that  the  Imperial  mandate  only  direded  them  to  fecure 
the  perfon  of  Stilicho  :  but,  as  foon  as  the  unfortunate  minifter  had 
been  tempted  beyond  the  holy  threfhold,  he  produced  the  warrant  for 
hjs  inftant  execution.  Stilicho  fupported,  with  calm  refignation,  the 
injurious  names  of  traitor  and  parricide  ;  reprefled  the  unfeafonable 
zeal  of  his  followers,  who  were  ready  to  attempt  an  ineifedlual  refcue ; 
and,  with  a  firmnefs  not  unworthy  of  the  laft  of  the  Roman  ge- 
nerals, fuhmitt^d  his  neck  to  the  fword  of  Heraclian  '°\ 
His  memory  The  fcrvile  crowd  of  the  palace,  who  had  fo  long  adored  the  for- 
rexfccuted.•  ^^^^^^  ^^  Stilicho,  affeded  to  infult  his  fall  ;  and  the  moft  diftant 
connexion  with  the  mafter-general  of  the  Weft^  which  had  fo  lately 
been  a  title  to  wealth  and  honours,  was  ftudioufly  denied,  and  rigor- 

'°s  Zofimus  (1.  V.  p.  356—345.)    has  co-  p.   571,   572.),  Sozomen  (1.  ix.  c.  4.),  and 

pioufly,  though  not  clearly,  related  the  dif-  Philollorgius  (i.  xi.  c.  3.  1.  xii.  c.  2.),   aflord 

grace  and  death  of  Stilicho.     Olympiodorus  fupplemental  hints, 
(apud  Phot.  p.  177•)'  Oiofius  (1.  vii.  c.  38.), 

ouily 
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oufly  punlilied.     His  family,  united  by   a  triple  alliance  with   the    ^  ' \ /^, 


family  of  Theodofius,  might  envy  the  condition  of  the  meaneft 
peafant.  The  flight  of  his  fon  Eucherius  was  intercepted  ;  and  the 
death  of  that  innocent  youth  foon  followed  the  divorce  of  Ther- 
raantia,  who  filled  the  place  of  her  fifter  Maria ;  and  who,  like  Maria, 
had  remained  a  virgin  in  the  Imperial  bed  """.  The  friends  of  Stili- 
cho,  who  had  efcapcd  the  mafiacre  of  Pavia,  were  perfccuted  by  the 
implacable  revenge  of  Olympius  ;  and  the  moiT:  exquifite  cruelty  was 
employed  to  extort  the  cdnfeiTion  of  a  treafonable  and  Hicrilcgious 
confpiracy.  They  died  in  filence  :  their  firmnefs  juftihed  the 
choice  "",  and  perhaps  abfolved  the  innocence  of  their  patron  ;  and 
the  defpotlc  power,  which  could  take  his  life  without  a  trial,  and 
ftigmatife  his  memory  without  a  proof,  has  no  jurifdidion  over  the 
impartial  fufTrage  of  pofterity  "".  The  fervices  of  Stilicho  are  great 
and  manifeft  ;  his  crimes,  as  they  are  vaguely  ftated  in  the  language 
of  fiatteiy  and  hatred,  are  obfcure,  at  leaft,  and  improbable.  About 
four  months  after  his  death,  an  edid:  was  publifhed,  in  the  name  of 
Honorius,  to  reftore  the  free  communication  of  the  two  empires, 
which  had  been  {o  long  interrupted  by  the  public  enemy  '"'.  The  mini- 
fler,  whofe  fame  and  fortune  depended  on  the  profperity  of  the  ftate, 
was  accufed  of  betraying  Italy  to  the  Barbarians ;  whom  he  repeat- 
edly vanquiflicd  at  PoUentia,  at  Verona,  and  before  the  walls  of 
Florence.     His  pretended  defign  of  placing  the  diadem  on  the  head 

'"^  Zofimus,  1.  V.  p.  333.     The  marriage  a  feeble  prince,    the  bed-chamber   was  not 

of  a   Chri.flian   with  two  fifters,    feandalifes  able  to  fecure  him. 

Tiliemont  (Hid.  des  Empereurs,  torn.  v.  p.  '"'  Orofius    (1.  vii.   c.  38.   p.   571,   572.)  ' 

557.);  who  expeifls,  in  vain,   that  pope  In-  Teems  to  copy  the  falfe  and  furious  manifeftos, 

nocent  I.  ihovild  have  done  fomething  in  the  which  were  difperfed  through  the  provinces 

way,  cither  of  en fure,  or  of  difpenfation.  by  the  new  adminiftration. 

'*'  Two  ofhis  friends  are  honourably  men-         ''»  See  the  Theodoiian  Code,  1.  vii.  tit. 

tioned  (2;onmus,  1.  v.  p.  346.)  :  Peter,  chief  xvi.  leg.  i.  i.  ix.  tit.  xlii.  leg.  22.     Stilicho 

of  the  fchool  of  notaries,  :;r.d  the  great  cham-  is  branded  with  the  name  o?  prado  pnilicus, 

berlain  Deuterius.     Stiiiclio  had  fecured  the  wlio  employed   his  wealth,  ad  omnem  ditan- 

bcd-rhnmbcr ;  and  it  is  furprifing,  that,  under  dam,  inquictandamfue  Barbarkm. 

Vol.  III.  Β  b  of 
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C  FT  A  P.    of  his  ihn  Kucheritis,  could  not  have  been  coiicluiTLecl  v.lthoiit  prepa- 

V— -^, 1    rations  or   accompUces  ;   and  the  ambitious  fatlaer  would  not  furely 

have  left  the  future  empei-or,  till  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age,  in 
the  humble  ilation  of  tribune  of  the  notaries.  Even  the  religion  of 
Stilicho  was  arraigned  by  the  malice  of  his  rival.  The  feafonable,. 
and  ahnoft  miraculous,  deliverance  ΛΛ^αβ  devoutly  celebrated  by  the 
applaufe  of  the  clergy ;  who  aiTerted,  that  the  reftoration  of  idols, 
and  the  pcriecution  of  the  church,  would  have  been  the  firft  meafure 
of  the  reign  of  Eucherius.  The  ion  of  Stilicho,  however,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  bofom  of  Chriftianity,  which  his  father  had  uniformly 
profefied,  and  zealoufly  fupported  "".  Serena  had  borrowed  her  mag- 
nificent necklace  from  the  ftatue  of  Vefta  '"  ;  and  the  Pagans  ex- 
ecrated the  memory  of  the  facrilegious  minifter,  by  whofe  order  the 
Sybiiline  books,  the  oracles  of  Rome,  had  been  committed  to  the 
flames  "\  The  pride  and  power  of  Stilicho  conflituted  his  real  guilt. 
An  honourable  reludlance  to  £hed  the  blood  of  his  countrymen, 
appears  to  have  contributed  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  unworthy  rival  j 
and  it  is  the  lafi:  humiliation  of  the  charafter  of  Honorius,  that 
pofterity  has  not  condefcended  to  reproach  him  with  his  bafe  ingra- 
titude to  the  guardian  of  his  youth,  and  the  fupport  of  his  empire. 
The  poet  Among  the  train   of  dependents,  whofe   wealth  and  dignity   at- 

traded  the  notice  of  their  own  times,  our  curiofity  is  excited  by  the 
celebrated  name  of  the  poet  Claudian,  who  enjoyed  the  favour  of 

'"^  Auguftin  himfelf  is  fatisfied  with  the  41  —  60.)  to  whom  religious  enthu/iafm  has 

cfteftual   law:3,    v^hich   Stilicho   had   enailed  diiSaied  fonie  elegant  and  forcible  lines,.   Sti- 

againil  heretics  and  idolaters  ;  and  which  are  licho  likewile  iiripped  the  gold  plates  from 

Ihll  extant  in  the  Code.     He  only  applies  to  the  doors  of  the  capitol,  and  read  a  prophe- 

Olympius   for  their  confirmation   (Baronius,  tic  fentence,  which  was  engraven  under  them 

Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  408.  N°  19.).  (Zofimus,  1.  v.  p.  352.).     Thefe  are  fooliih 

'"   Zofimus,  1.  V.  p.  351.     We   may  ob-  ftories :  yet  the  charge  of /λ•//',-/)' adds  weight 

ferve  the  bad  tafle  of  the  age,  in  dreffing  their  and  credit  to  the  praife,  which  Zofimus  rc- 

ftatues  with  fuch  aukward  finery.  luilantly  bellows,  of  his  virtues. 

"*  See  Rutilius  NumaUanus  (Itinerar.l.ii.- 

8  Stilicho, 


Claudian. 
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Srilicho,  and  was   overwhelmed  in  the  ruin  of  his  patron.      The    ^  }^,/},  ^' 

titular  offices  of  tribune  and  notary  fixed  liis  rank  in   the  Imperial „~~-^ 

court :  he  was  indebted  to  the  powerful  interceffion  of  Serena  for 
his  marriage  with  a  rich  heirefs  of  the  proAance  of  Africa  '"  ;  and 
the  ftatue  of  Claudian,  ere£led  in  the  forum  of  Trajan,  was  a  monu- 
ment of  the  tafte  and  liberality  of  the  Roman  fenate  "'\  After  the 
praifes  of  Stilicho  became  offenfive  and  criminal,  Claudian  was  ex- 
pofed  to  the  enmity  of  a  powerful  and  unforgiving  courtier,  whom 
he  had  provoked  by  the  infolence  of  wit.  He  had  compared,  in•  a 
lively  epigram,  the  oppofite  charadters  of  two  Praiorian  pnxfedls  of 
Italy  ;  he  contrails  the  innocent  repole  of  a  philofopher,  who  fome- 
times  refigned  the  hours  of  bufmefs  to  llumber,  perhaps  to  ftudv ; 
with  the  interefted  diligence  of  a  rapacious  minifter,  indefatigable  in 
the  purfuit  of  unjuft,  or  facrilegious  gain.  "  How  happy,  conti- 
*'  nues  Claudian,  how  happy  might  it  be  for  the  people  of  Italy, 
"  if  Mallius  could  be  conftantly  awake,  and  if  Hadrian  would  al- 
"  ways  ileep  "^  !"  The  repofe  of  Mallius  was  not  difturbed  by  this 
friendly  and  gentle  admonition  ;  but  the  cruel  vigilance  of  Plaurian 
watched  the  opportunity  of  revenge,  and  eafily  obtained,  from  the 
enemies  of  Stilicho,  the  trifling  facrifice  of  an  obnoxious  poet.  Tlie 
poet  concealed  himfelf,  however,  during  the  tumult  of  the  revolu- 

"'  At  the  nuptials  of  Orpheus    (a  modeft  far  fuperior  to  Claudian,  fl.ould  have   been 

coniparifon  !)  ail  the  paj-ts  of  animated   na-  eroded,  during  his  life-time,   by  the  men  of 

turc- contributed  their  various  gifts ;  and  the  letters,  his  countrymen,  and  contemporaries. 

gods    tliemfeU'es    enriched   their    favourite.  It  was  a  noble  defign  ! 

Claudian  had  neither  flocks,  nor  herds,  nor  "^  See  Epigram  xx.v. 

vines,    or  olives.      His   wealthy   bride  was  Mallius  indulgetfomno  noc^efque  diefqi  e; 

heirefs  to  them  all.    But  he  carried  to  Africa,  Inibninis  Pharius  iiicra,  profana,  rapit. 

β  recommendatory  letter  from   Serena,    his  Omnibus,  hoc,  Italxgentes.expofcite  votis 

Juno,  and  was  made  happy  (Epift.  ii.  ad  Se-  Mallim  ut  vigilet,  dormiat  ut  Pharius. 

J-enam).  Hadrian  was  a  Pharian  (of  Alexandria).    .See 

"*  Claudian  feels  the  honour  like  a  man  his  public  life  in  Godefrny,   Cod.   Theodof. 

who  deferved  it  (in  prasfat.  Bell.  Get.).  The  torn.  vi.  p.  364.   Mallius  did  notalwavs  flecp. 

original  infcription,  on  marble,  was  found  at  He  compofed  feme  elegant  dialogues  on  tiic 

Rome,  in  the  fifteenth  century,  in  the  houfe  Greek  fyilems  of  natural  philofophv  (Claud. 

i>f  Pomponius  Lxtus.     The  Jhuue  ofapoct,  in  Mall.  Theodor.  Conf.  61  —  1 1  2,). 

Β  b    Ζ  ti(in  ; 
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G  Η  A  p.    tion  ;  and,  confulting  the  clidlates  of  prudence,  rather  tlian  ef  honour^ 

< ^ '    he  addrefied,  in  tlie  form  of  an  epiftle,  a  fuppliant  and  humble  re^- 

caniation  to  the  offended  pn-^fedl.  He  deplores,  in  mournful  ftrains, 
the  fatal  indifcretion  into  which  he  had  been  hurried  by  paflion 
and  folly ;  fubmits  to  the  imitation  of  his  adveriary,  the  generous 
examples  of  the  clemency  of  gods,  of  heroes,  and  of  lions ;  and 
exprefles  his  hope,  that  the  magnanimity  of  Hadrian  will  not  trample 
on  a  defencelefs  and  contemptible  foe,  already  humbled  by  difgrace 
and  poverty ;  and  deeply  wounded  by  tlie  exile,  the  tortures,  and 
the  death  of  his  deareft  friends  "°.  Whatever  might  be  the  fuccefs 
of  his  prayer,  or  the  accidents  of  his  future  life,  tJie  period  of  a  few 
years  levelled  in  the  grave  the  miniiler  and  the  poet  :  but  the  name 
of  Hadrian  is  almoft  funk  in  oblivion,  while  Claudian  is  read  with 
pleafure  in  every  country  which  has  retained,  or  acquired,  the  kngw- 
ledge  of  the  Latin  language.  If  we  fairly  balance  his  merits  and  his 
defefts,  we  ihall  acknowledge,  that  Claudian  does  not  cither  ilitisfy, 
or  filence,  our  reafon.  It  would  not  be  eafy  to  produce  a  paiTage 
that  deferves  the  epithet  of  fublime  or  pathetic ;  to  feledl  a  verfc, 
that  melts  the  heart,  or  enlarges  the  imagination.  We  ihould  vainly 
feek,  in  the  poems  of  Claudian,  the  happy  invention,  and  artificial 
condud,  of  an  intereiling  fable;  or  the  juft  and  lively  reprefentaticn 
of  the  charadlers  and  fituations  of  real  life.  For  the  fcrvice  of  his 
patron,  he  publiilied  occafional  panegyrics  and  inveitives :  and  thc- 
defign  of  thefe  flaviih  compofitions  encouraged  his  propeniity  to  ex- 
ceed the  limits  of  truth  and  nature.  Thefe  imperfeftions,  however, 
are  compenfated  in  fome  degree  by  the  poetical  virtues  of  Claudian. 
He  was  endowed  with  the  rare  and  precious  talent  of  raifing  the 
meaneft,  of  adorning  the  moft  barren,  and  of  diverfifying  the  moil 
fnnilar,  topics :  his  colouring,  more  efpccially  in  defcriptive  poetry, 

"*  See  Claudian's  firft  Epiftle.      Yet,  in  fome  places,  an  air  of  irony  and  indignation 
betrays  his  fecret  relaftance. 
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is  foft  and  fTilenuid  ;  and  he  feldom  fails  to  diiplay,  and  even  to 
abufe,  the  advantages  of  a  cuhivated  underftanding,  a  copious  fancy, 
an  eafy,  and  fometimes  forcible,  expreffion  ;  and  a  perpetual  flow 
of  harmonious  verfification.  To  thefe  commendations,  independent 
of  any  accidents  of  time,  and  place,  we  muft  add  the  peculiar  merit 
which  Claudian  derived  from  the  unfavourable  circumftanccs  of  his 
birth.  In  the  decline  of  arts,  and  of  empire,  a  native  of  Egypt"',, 
who  had  received  the  education  of  a  Greek,  afliimed,  in  a  mature 
age,  the  familiar  ufe,  and  abfolute  command,  of  the  Latin  lan- 
guage "^  ;  foared  above  the  heads  of  his  feeble  contemporaries;  and 
placed  himfelf,  after  an  interval  of  three  hundred  years,  among  the 
poets  of  ancient  Rome  "°. 


"'  NationaF  vanity  has  made  him  a  Flo- 
rentine, or  a  Spaniard.  But  the  firft  epiftle 
of  Claudian  proves  him  a  native  of  Alexan- 
dria (Fabricius,  Bibliot.  Latin,  torn,  iii.  p. 
191  —  202.  edit.  Erneil.). 

"*  His  firll  Latin  vcrfcs  were  compofed 
during  the  confullhip  of  Probinus,  A.  D.  395. 

Romanos   blbimus  primum,    te   qonfule, 
fontes 
Et  Latias  ceffit  Graia  Thalii  togaj. 
Befides  fome  Greek  epigrams,  which  are  ft  ill 
extant,    the  Latin   poet  had    compofed    in 


Greek,  the  Antiquities  of  Tarfus,  Anazar- 
bus,  Berytus,  Nice,  &c.  It  is  more  eafy  to 
fupply  the  lofs  cf  good  poetry,  than  of  authen- 
tic hiftory. 

"'  Strada  (Prolafion  v,  vi.)  allows  him  to 
contend  with  the  five  heroic  poets,  Lucretius, 
Virgil,  Ovid,  Lucan,  and  Statius.  His  pa- 
tron is  the  accompliihed  courtier  Balthazar 
Calliglione.  His  admirers  are  numerous  and 
paffionate.  Yet  the  rigid  critics  reproach  the 
exotic  weeds,  or  flowers,  which  fpring  too 
luxuriantly  in  his  Latian  foil. 


CHAP. 
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Invafioii  of  Italy  hy  Alaric. — Manners  of  the  Roman  Se- 
nate and  People. — Rome  is  thrice  befieged^  a72d  at  length 
pillaged,  By  the  Goths. — Death  of  Alar'tc, — The  Goths 
■  evacuate  Italy, — Fall  f  Cofiflantine  — Gaul  and  Spain 
are  occupied  by  the  Barbarians.  —  Indcpende?.ce  of 
Britain. 


CHAP.     ^^~Ύ~^  HE  incapacity  of  a  weak  and  diilradled  government  mjiy  often 

^ . 1       jL      affume  the  appearance,  and  produce  the  eiTcds,  of  a  treafon- 

the  court  of  able  correfpondence  with  the  pubUc  enemy.  If  Alaric  himfelf  had 
a!d?"4C)8,  been  introduced  into  the  council  of  Ravenna,  he  v,^uuld  probably 
September,  j-^^ve  advifed  the  fame  meafares  VN^hich  were  ailually  purfued  by  the 
minifters  of  Honorius '.  The  king  of  the  Goths  would  have  con- 
fpired,  perhaps  with  fome  reluflance,  to  deftroy  the  formidable  ad- 
verfary,  by  whofe  arms,  in  Italy,  as  well  as  in  Greece,  he  had  been 
twice  overthroAvn.  Their Ά.ζϊ\\^  and  interefted  hatred  laborioufly  accom- 
pliihed  the  difgrace  and  ruin  of  the  great  Stilicho.  The  valour  of 
Sarus,  his  fame  in  arms,  and  his  perfonal,  or  hereditary,  influence 
over  the  confederate  Barbarians,  could  recommend  him  only  to  tlie 
friends  of  their  country,  who  defpifed,  or  dcteiled,  the  w.orthlefs 
charailers  of  Turpilio,  Varanes,  and  Vigilantius.  By  the  preiling 
inftances  of  tlie   new  favourites,   thefc  generals,   unworthy  as  they 

'   The  ferics  of  events,  from  the  death  of    Rome,  can  only  be  found  in  Zofimiis,    I.  v. 
Siilicho,    to  the    arrival    of    Alaric    before     p.  347—350. 

had 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EiMPIRE.  191 

had  iliewn  themfelves  of  the  name  of  foldiers  \  were  promoted  to  the    ^  yy^.  ^' 

command  of  the  ca\'ah-y,  of  the  infantry,  and  of  the  domeftic  troops.    ^— ν ' 

The  Gothic  prince  would  have  fuhfcribed  with  pleafure  the  ediit  which 
the  fanaticifm  of  Olympius  dictated  to  the  fimple  and  devout  emperor. 
Honorius  exckided  all  perfons,  who  were  adverfe  to  the  catholic 
church,  from  holding  any  oflice  in  the  ftate  ;  obftinately  rejeded  the 
fcrvice  of  all  thofe  who  diflented  from  his  religion  ;  and  raflily  dif- 
qualilied  many  of  his  braveft  and  moil  fkilful  officera,  v,  ho  adhered 
to  the  Pagan  worlhip,  or  vviho  had  imbibed  the  opinions  of  Arian- 
ii'm.\  Theie  meafures,  fo  advantageous  to  an  enemy,  Alaric  would 
have  approved,  and  might  perhaps  have  fuggefted  ;  but  it  inay 
feem  doubtful,  whether  the  Barbarian  would  have  promoted  his 
intereft  at  the  expence  of  the  inhuman  and  abfurd  cruelty,  which 
was  perpetrated  by  the  direuiion,  or  at  leafl  with  the  connivance, 
of  the  Imperial  minifters.  The  foreign  auxiliaries,  who  had  been 
attached  to  the  perfon  of  Stilicho,  lamented  his  death  ;  but  the  defire 
of  revenge  was  checked  by  a  natural  apprehenfion  for  the  fafety  of 
their  wives  and  children  ;  who  were  detained  as  lloftages  in  the  ftrong 
cities  of  Italy,  where  they  had  likewife  depofited  their  moil  A^iluable 
effedls.  At  the  fame  hour,  and  as  if  by  a  common  fignal,  the  cities 
of  Italy  were  polluted  by  the  fame  horrid  fcenes  of  univerfal  maf- 
lacre  and  pillage,  v.'hich  involved,  in  prcmifcuous  deftrudiion,  the  fii- 
milies  and  fortunes  of  the  Barbarians.  Exafperated  by  fuch  an 
injury,  which  might  have  awakened  the  tameft  and  moft  fervile 
fpirit,  they  caft  a  look  of  indignation  and  hope  towards  the  camp 
of  Alaric,    and  unanimoufly    fwore  to   purfue,   with  juft  and  im- 

^  The  expreffion  of  Zofimus  is  ftrong  and  nobis    fit    aliqua   ratione  conjuiiftus,    qui   a 

lively,  zar^p, «r.c-i»  if/.-;r,o-5ii  Tji;  'ττιληΜ:!:  r.^-  nobis  fide  et  rcligione  difcordat.     Cud.  The- 

Χ3>τα.•,    fufficient  to  e.\ci:e   the   contempt   of  odof.    1.    xvi.    tit.  v.    leg.    42.   and    Godc- 

the  enemy.  froy's  Commentary,  torn   vi.  p.  164.     This 

^  Eos  qui  catholicsc   feftse   funt    inimici,  law  was  applied  in  the  utmoil  latitude,  and 

intra  palatium  militare  prohibemus.    Nullus  rigoroufly  executed.     Zofimus,  1.  v.  p.  364. 

placable 
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Alaric 
marches 
to  Rome, 
A.  D.  408, 
Oaobcr,  ice. 


placable  war,  the  perfidious  nation,  that  had  fo  bafely  violated  the 
laws  of  hofpitality.  By  the  imprudent  conduQ  of  the  minifters  of 
Honorius,  the  republic  loft  the  aiTiftance,  and  deierved  the  enmity, 
of  thirty  thcuiiind  of  her  braveft  foldlcrs :  and  the  weight  of  that 
formidable  army,  which  alone  might  have  determined  the  event  of 
the  war,  was  transferred  from  the  fcale  of  the  Romans  into  that  of 
the  Goths. 

In  the  arts  of  negociation,  as  well  as  in  thofe  of  war,  tlie  Gothic 
king  maintained  his  fuperlor  afcendant  over  an  enemy,  whofe  Teem- 
ing changes  proceeded  from  the  total  want  of  counfel  and  defign. 
From  his  camp,  on  the  confines  of  Italy,  Alaric  attentively  obferved 
the  revolutions  of  the  palace,  watched  the  progreis  of  fadtion  and 
difcontent,  difguifed  the  hoftile  afpeil  of  a  Barbarian  Invader,  and 
affumed  the  more  popular  appearance  of  the  friend  and  ally  of  the 
great  Stilicho ;  to  whofe  virtues,  when  they  were  no  longer  formi- 
dable, he  could  pay  a  juft  tribute  of  fincere  praife  and  regret.  The 
preiTmg  invitation  of  the  malcontents,  who  urged  the  king  of  the 
Goths  to  invade  Italy,  was  enforced  by  a  lively  fenfe  of  his  perfcnal 
injuries;  and  he  might  fpecioufiy  complain,  that  the  Imperial  mini- 
fters fti'l  delayed  and  eluded  the  payment  of  the  four  thouiand  pounds 
of  gold  ;  which  had  been'  granted  by  the  Roman  fenate,  either  to 
reward  his  fervices,  or  to  appeafe  his  fury.  His  decent  firmnefs  was 
fupported  by  an  artful  moderation,  which  contributed  to  the  iliccefs 
of  his  defigns.  He  required  a  fliir  and  reafonable  fatisfadion  ;  but 
he  gave  the  ftrongcft  aflurances,  that,  as  foon  as  he  had  obtained  it, 
he  would  immediately  retire.  He  refufed  to  truft  the  faith  of  the 
Romans,  unlefs  iEtius  and  Jafon,  the  fons  of  two  great  officers  of 
ftate,  were  fent  as  hoftages  to  his  camp  :  but  he  offered  to  deliver,  in 
exchange,  feveral  of  the  noblefl:  youths  of  the  Gothic  nation.  The 
modefty  of  Alaric  was  intci-preted,  by  the  minifters  of  Ravenna,  as  a 
/iire  evidence  of  his  weaknefs  and  fear.  They  difilained  either  to 
3  negociate 
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neffociate  a  treatr,  or  to  affemble  an  army ;  and  with  a  rafla  confi-    CHAP. 

°  :  •  .    .  -^  '  XXXI. 

dence,  derived  only  from  their  ignorance  of  tlie  extreme  danger,   \^.^m.^ 

irretrievably  wailed  tlie  decifive  moments  of  peace  and  war.  While 
they  expeded,  in  fuilen  filence,  that  the  Barbarians  ihould  evacuate 
the  confines  of  Italy,  Alaric,  with  bold  and  rapid  marches,  pafled  the 
Alps  and  the  Po ;  haftily  pillaged  the  cities  of  Aquileia,  Altinum, 
Concordia,  and  Cremona,  which  yielded  to  his  arms ;  increafed  his 
forces  by  the  acceflion  of  thirty  thoufand  auxiliaries ;  and,  without 
meeting  a  fmgle  enemy  in  the  field,  advanced  as  far  as  the  edge  of 
the  morafs  which  protetSled  the  impregnable  refidence  of  the  emperor 
of  the  Weft.  Inftead  of  attempting  the  hopelefs  fiege  of  Ravenna, 
the  prudent  leader  of  the  Goths  proceeded  to  Rimini,  ftretched  his 
ravages  along  the  lea-coaft  of  the  Hadriatic,  and  meditated  the  con- 
queft  of  the  ancient  miftrefs  of  the  world.  An  Italian  hermit,  whofe 
zeal  and  fandity  were  refpeded  by  the  Barbarians  themfelves,  en- 
countered the  vidtorious  monarch,  and  boldly  denounced  the  indig- 
nation of  heaven  againft  the  oppreflbrs  of  the  earth :  but  the  faint 
himfelf  was  confounded  by  the  folemn  afleveration  of  Alaric,  that  he 
felt  a  fecret  and  preternatural  impulfe,  which  diredted,  and  even 
compelled,  his  march  to  the  gates  of  Rome.  He  felt,  that  his  genius 
and  his  fortune  were  equal  to  the  moft  arduous  enterprifes ;  and  the 
enthufiafm  which  he  communicated  to  the  Goths,  infenfibly  removed 
the  popular,  and  almoft  fuperilitious,  reverence  of  the  nations  for 
the  majefty  of  the  Roman  name.  His  troops,  animated  by  the  hopes 
of  fpoil,  followed  the  courfe  of  the  Flaminian  way,  occupied  the 
unguarded  paiTes  of  the  Apennine  *,  defcended  into  the  rich  plains 
of  Umbria ;  and,  as  they  lay  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  Clitum- 

♦  Addifon  (fee  his  Works,  vol.  ii.  p,  54.  were  pleafed  to  find  th.it  the  Sa.\'a  Intercira, 

edit.  Baikerville)  has  given  a  very  piilurefque  a  narrow  paiTage  which  Vefpafian  had  cue 

defcription  of  the  road  through  the  Apen-  through  the  rock  (Cluver.  Italia  Antiq.  torn, 

nine.     The  Goths  were  not  at  leifure  to  cb-  i.  p.  618.),  was  totally  negleded. 
ferve  the  beauties  of  the  profpeft ;  but  they 

Vol.  III.  C  c  nus, 
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C  Η  A  P.  l■^^g^  might  wantonly  flaughter  and  devour  the  milk-white  oxen, 
\-.  sr-mm/  which  had  been  fo  long  referved  for  the  ufe  of  Roman  triumphs  V 
A  lofty  fituation,  and  a  feafonable  tempeft  of  thunder  and  light- 
ning, preferved  the  little  city  of  Narni ;  but  the  king  of  the  GothSy 
defpifmg  the  ignoble  prey,  ftill  advanced  with  unabated  vigour  y 
and  after  he  had  paiTed  through  the  ftately  arches,  adorned  with  the. 
fpoils  of  Barbaric  viiSories,  he  pitched  his  camp  under  the  walls  of 
Rome  \ 
Hannibal  at  During  a  period  of  fix  hundred  and  nineteen  years,  the  feat  of 
Rome.  ^^  empire  had  never  been  violated  by  the  prefence  of  a  foreign  enemy. 
The  tmfuccefsful  expedition  of  Hannibal ',  ferved  only  to  difplay 
the  charadler  of  the  fenate  and  people ;  of  a  fenate  degraded,  rather 
than  ennobled,  by  the  comparifon  of  an  aifembly  of  kings ;  and  of  a 
people,  to  whom  the  ambaflador  of  Pyrrhus  afcribed  the  inexhauft- 
ible  refources  of  the  Hydra  ^  Each  of  the  fenators,  in  the  time  of 
the  Punic  war,  had  accompliihed  his  term  of  military  fervice,  either 
in  a  fubordinate  or  a  fuperior  ilation ;  and  the  decree,  which  inveft- 
ed  with  temporary  command  all  thofe  who  had  been  confuls,  or 
cenfors,  or  dictators,  gave  the  republic  the  immediate  affiftance  of 
many  brave  and  experienced  generals.  In  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
the  Roman  people  confiiled  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  citizena 

'  Hinc  albi  Clitumni  greges,  et  maxima  Hon.   494.-522.)     The  meafured   diftancs 

Taurus  between  Ravenna  and   Rome,  was  254  Ro- 

Viaima;  faepe  tuo  perfufi  flumine  facro  man  miles.     Itinerar.  Wefieling.  p.  126. 

Romanes  ad  templa  Deum  duxcre  Tri-  '  The  march  and  retreat  of  Hannibal  are 

umphos.  defcribed   by  Livy,  1,   xxvi.  c.  7,  ?,  9,   10, 

BefiJes  Virgil,  mod  of  the  Latin  poets.  Pro-  11.;  and  the  reader  is  made  a  fpeftator  cf 

pertius,    Lucan,    Silius  Itaucus,    Claudian,  the  intcrelling  fcene. 

&c.  whofc  paffages  may  be  found  in  Cluve-  »  Thcfe  cemparifons  were  ufed  by  Cyncas, 

rius   and   Addifon,  have  celebrated  the  tri-  the  counfellor  of  Pyrrhus,   after  his  return 

umphal  vialims  of  the  Clitumnus.  from  his  embafly,  in  which  he  had  diligently 

'  Some  ideas  of  the  march   of  Alaric  are  ftudied  the  difcipline  and  manners  of  Rome, 

borrowed  from  the  journey  of  Honorius  over  See  Plutarch  in  Pyrrho,  torn.  ii.  p.  459. 


the  fame  ground.     (See  Claudian  in  vi  Conf. 
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^f  an  age  to  bear  arms '.     Fifty  tliouiand  had  already  died  in  the    C  Γ7  A  P, 

defence  of  their  country ;  and  the  twenty-three  legions  which  were    l.  -.    Ij 

employed  in  the  different  camps  of  Italy,  Greece,  Sardinia,  Sicily, 

and  Spain,  required  about  one  hundred  thoufand  men.     But  there 

ft  ill  remained  an  equal  number  in  Rome,  and  the  adjacent  territory, 

who  were  animated  by  the  fame  intrepid  courage ;  and  every  citizen 

was  trained,  from  his  earlieft  youth,  in  the  difcipline  and  exercifes 

of  a  foldier.     Hannibal  was  aftoniilied  by  the  conftancy  of  the  fe- 

nate,  who,  without  raifmg  the  fiege  of  Capua,    or  recalling  their 

fcattered  forces,  expedted  his  approach.     He  encamped  on  the  banks 

of  the  Anio,  at  the  diftance  of  three  miles  from  the'  city :  and  he 

was  foon  informed,  that  the   ground  on  which  he  had  pitched  his 

tent,  w^as  fold  for  an  adequate  price  at  a  public  auaiion ;  and  that  a 

body  of  troops  was  dlfmiffed  by  an  oppofite  road,  to  reinforce  the 

legions  of  Spain  '°.     He  led  his  Africans  to  the  gates  of  Rome,  where 

he  found  three  armies  in  order  of  battle,  prepared  to  receive  him  ; 

but  Hannibal  dreaded  the  event  of  a  combat,  from  w^hich  he  could 

not  hope  to  efcape,  unlefs  he  deftroyed  the  laft  of  his  enemies  ;  and 

his  fpeedy  retreat  confeffed  the  imnncible  courage  of  the  Romans. 

From  the  time  of  tiie  Punic  war,  the  uninterrupted  fucccifion  of  Genealogy 
fenators  had  preferved  the  name  and  image  of  the  republic  ;  and  the  tors, 
degenerate  fubjedts  of  Honorius  ambitioufly  derived  their  defcent 

'  In  the  three  ζοφι:  which  were  made  of  Rome,  and  that  the  numbers  were  diminlili• 

the  Roman  people,  about  the  time  of  the  ed,  not  only  by  the  death,   but  likewife  bjr 

fecond  Punic  war,  the  numbers  ftand  as  fol-  the  ah/ence,  of  many  foldiers.     In  the  third 

lows  (fee  Livy,  Epitom.  1.  xx.  Hi~ft.  1.  xxvii.  cenfus,  Livy  exprefsly  affirms,  that  the  legions 

36.  xxix.  37.)>   270,213,   137,108,   21  I, coo.  were  muftered  by  the  ca're  of  particuLir  com- 

The  fall  of  the  fecond,  and  the  rife   of  the  miifaries.     From    the  numbers   on   the  liil, 

third,  appears  fo  enormous,  that  feveral  cri-  we  rfiuft  always  deduil  one    twelfth   above 

tics,  notwithftanding   the   unanimity   of  the  threefcore,  and  incapable  of  bearing  arms. 

MS3.  have  fufpefted  fome  corruption  of  the  See  Population  dela  France,  p.  72. 

text  of  Livy.     (See   Drakenborch  ad  xwii.  '"  Livy  confiders  thefe  two  incidents    as 

36.    and    Beaufort,     Republique   Romaine,  the  effeiics   only  of  chance  and  courage.     I 

torn.    i.    p.    325.)      They   did   not  confider  fufpeft  that  they  were  both  managed  by  the 

that  the    fecond    cenfv.s  was  taken  only  at  admirable  policy  of  the  fenate. 

•G  c  Λ  fro» 
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CHAP,  from  the  heroes  who  had  repulfed  the  arms  of  Hannibal,  and  fub- 
i_  .-  '  dued  the  nations  of  the  earth.  The  temporal  honours,  which  the 
devout  Paula  "  inherited  and  defpifed,  are  carefully  recapitulated  by 
Jerom,  the  guide  of  her  confcience,  and  the  hiftorian  of  her  life. 
The  genealogy  of  her  father,  Rogatus,  which  afcended  as  high  as 
Agamemnon,  might  feem  to  betray  a  Grecian  origin  ;  but  her  mo- 
ther, Bliefilla,  numbered  the  Scipios,  jEmilius  Paulus,  and  the  Grac- 
chi, in  the  lift  of  her  anceftors  ;  and  Toxotius,  the  huiband  of  Paula, 
deduced  his  royal  lineage  from  ^neas,  the  father  of  the  Julian  line. 
The  vanity  of  the  rich,  who  defired  to  be  noble,  was  gratified  by 
thefe  lofty  pretenfions.  Encouraged  by  the  applaufe  of  their  para- 
fites,  they  eafily  impofed  on  the  credulity  of  the  vulgar ;  and  were 
countenanced,  in  fome  meafure,  by  the  cuftom  of  adopting  the  name 
of  their  patron,  which  had  always  prevailed  among  the  freedmen  and 
clients  of  illuftrious  families.  Moft  of  thofe  families,  however,  at- 
tacked by  fo  many  caufes  of  external  violence  or  internal  decay,  were 
gradually  extirpated :  and  it  would  be  more  reafonable  to  feek  for  a 
lineal  defcent  of  twenty  generations,  among  the  mountains  of  the 
Alps,  or  in  the  peaceful  folitude  of  Apulia,  than  on  the  theatre  of 
Rome,  the  feat  of  fortune,  of  danger,  and  of  perpetual  revolutions. 
Under  each  fucceflive  reign,  and  from  every  province  of  the  empire, 
a  crowd  of  hardy  adventurers,  rifing  to  eminence  by  their  talents  or 
their  vices,  ufurped  the  wealth,  the  honours,  and  the  palaces  of 
Rome ;  and  oppreiTed,  or  proteded,  the  poor  and  humble  remains 
of  confular  families  ;  who  were  ignorant,  perhaps,  of  the  glory  of 
their  anceftors  '\ 

"  See  Jerom,    torn.  i.  p.    169,  170.    ad  with  a  thoufand  families  of  the  Wertern  pro- 

Euftochium  ;      he     bellows    on    Paula    the  vinces.     See  the  Index  of  Tacitus,  of  Gru- 

fplendid  titles  of  Gracchorum  ftirps,   foboles  ter's  [nfcriptions.  Sec. 

Scipionum,    Pauli    hxres,    cujus    vocabiilum         '^  Tacitus  (Annal.  iii.  55.)   affirms,   that, 

trahit,  Martix  Papyriac  Matris  African!  ve-  between  the  battle  of  Ailium  and  the  reign 

ra  et  germana    propago.      This  particular  of  Vefpafian,  the  fenate  was  gradually  filled 

defcription  fuppofes  a  more  folid  title  than  with  fieiv  families,  from  the  Municipia  and 

the  furname  of  Julius,  which  Toxotius  iharcd  colonies  of  Italy. 

6  Ια 
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In  the  time  of  Jerom  and  Claudian,  the  fenators  unanimoufly  CHAP, 
yielded  the  pre-eminence  to  the  Anician  line ;  and  a  flight  view  of  < — "-.τ* 
their  hiftory  will  ferve  to  appreciate  the  rank  and  antiquity  of  the  family, 
noble  families,  which  contended  only  for  the  fecond  place  '\  Dur- 
ing the  five  hrft  ages  of  the  city,  the  name  of  the  Anicians  was  un- 
known; they  appear  to  haA^e  derived  their  origin  from  Praenefte; 
and  the  ambition  of  thoie  new  citizens  was  long  fatlsiied  with  the 
Plebeian  honours  of  tribunes  of  the  people  '*.  One  hundred  and 
fixty-eight  years  before  the  Chriftian  sera,  the  family  was  ennobled  by 
the  Prstorihip  of  Anicius,  who  glorioufly  terminated  the  Illyrian 
war  by  the  conqueft  of  the  nation,  and  the  captivity  of  their  king  ". 
From  the  triumph  of  that  general,  three  confulihips,  in  diftant  pe- 
riods, mark  the  fucceffion  of  the  Anician  name  '*.  From  the  reign  of 
Diocletian  to  the  final  extinction  of  the  Weftern  empire,  that  name 
Ihone  with  a  luftre  which  was  not  eclipfed  in  the  public  eftimation,  by 
the  majefty  of  the  Imperial  purple  ".  The  feveral  branches,  to  whom 
it  was  communicated,  united,  by  marriage  or  inheritance,  the  wealth 
and  titles  of  the  Annian,  the  Petronian,  and  the  Olybrian  houfes  ;  and 

"  Nee  4υϊ4(}υΕπι  Procerum   tentet  (licet         '^  Livy,  xliv.  30.   31.     xlv.    3.    26.  43. 

aere  vetufto  He  fairly  appreciates  the  merit  of  Anicius» 

Floreat,  at  claro  cingatur  Roma  fenatu)  and  juftly  obferves,  that  his  fame  was  cloud- 

Se  jadare  parem  ;  fed  prima  fede  re-  ed  by  the  fuperior  luftre  of  the  Macedonian, 

liila  which  preceded  the  Illyrian,  triumph. 
Jucheniis,  de  jure  licet  certare  fecundo.  '*  The  dates  of  the  three  confulihips  are, 
Claud,  in  Prob.  et  Olybrii  Cofl".  iS.  A.  U.  C.    593,  818,  967:  the  two  lall:  un- 
Such  a  compliment  paid  to  the  obfcure  name  der  the  reigns  of  Nero  and  Caracalla.     The 
ef  the  Auchenii  has  amazed  the  critics;    but  fecond  of  thefe  confuls  dillinguiihed  himfelf 
they  all   agree,    that   whatever  may  be  the  only  by  his  infamous  flattery  (Tacit.  Annal. 
true  reading,   the  fenfe  of  Claudian  can  be  xv.  74.)  :  but  even  the  evidence  of  crimes, 
applied  only  to  the  Anician  family.  if  they  bear  the  ftamp  of  greatnefs  and  anti- 
'♦  The  earlieft  date  in  the  annals  of  Pig-  quity,    is  admitted,   without  reluilance,  to 
hius,  is  that  of  M.  Anicius  Gallus.     Trib.  prove  the  genealogy  of  a  noble  houfe. 
PI.   A.   U.   C.    506.     Another  tribune,  Q^        "  In  the  fixth  century,  the  nobility  of  the 
Anicius,  A.  U.  C.  508.  is  dillinguiihed  by  Anician  name  is  mentioned  (Cadiodor.  Va- 
the  epithet  of  Pra:neftiuus.     Livy  (xlv.  43.)  riar.    1.  x.  Ep.   lo.    12.)  with  fingular  re- 
places the  Anicii  below  the  great  families  of  Ipecl,  by  the  minifter  of  a  Gothic  king  of 
Rome.  Italy, 

in 
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C  Η  A  P.    Jn  gach  generation  the  number  of  confulihlps  was  multiplied  by  an 

v.,— V '    hereditary  claim  ".     The  Anician  family  excelled  in  f;iith  and  in 

riches :  they  were  the  firfl:  of  the  Roman  fenate  who  embraced 
Chriilianity ;  and,  it  is  probable  that  Anicius  Julian,  who  was  after- 
wards conlul  and  prsefeit  of  the  city,  atoned  for  his  attachment  to 
the  party  of  Maxentius,  by  the  readinefs  with  which  he  accepted  the 
religion  of  Conftaniine  ".  Their  ample  patrimony  was  increafed  by 
the  induftry  of  Probus,  the  chief  of  the  Anician  family  ;  who  fhared 
with  Gratian  the  honours  of  the  confulihip,  and  exercifed,  four  times, 
the  high  oiEce  of  Praetorian  prsefed  ".  His  immenfe  eftates  were 
fcattered  OA'er  tJie  wide  extent  of  the  Roman  world ;  and  though  the 
public  might  fufped,  or  difapprove,  the  methods,  by  which  they 
had  been  acquired ;  the  generofity  and  magnificence  of  that  fortunate 
ftatefman  deferved  the  gratitude  of  his  clients,  and  the  admiration 
of  ftrangers ".  Such  was  the  refpedl  entertained  for  his  memory, 
that  the  two  fons  of  Probus,  in  their  earlieft  youth,  and  at  the  requeft 

"  Fixus  ill  omnes  *°  Probus  .  .  ,  clarltudine  generis  et  po- 

Cognatos    procedit  honos  ;    quemcum-  temia  et  opum  magnitudine,  cognitus  Orbi 

querequiras  Romano,  per  quem  univerfum  poene  patri- 

Hac   de    llirpe   virum,    certum    eft   de  monia  fparfa  poffedit,  jufte  an  fecus  non  ju- 

Confule  nafci.  dicioli  eft  noftri.    Ammiati.  Marcellin.  xxvii. 

Per  fafces  numerantur  Avi,  femperque  ll.      His   children   and   widow   eredlc-d   for 

renata  him    a   magnificent    tomb  in    the  Vatican, 

Nobilitate   virent,    et  prolem   fata   fe-  which  was  demoliftied  in   the   time  of  pope 

quuntur.  Nicolas  V.   to  make  room  for  the  new  church 

.(Claudian  in  Prob.   et  Olyb.  Coiifidat.    12,  of  St.    Peter.     Baronius,    who  laments   the 

Ac.)     The   Annii,    whoie   name    feems    to  ruin  of  this  Chriftian   monument,  has  dili- 

have  merged  in  the  Anician,  mark  the  Fafti  gently  preferred  the  infcriptions  and  baflb- 

with  many  confulihips,    from   the   time  of  .relievos.     See  Annal.   Ecclef.    A.  D.  39J. 

Vefpafian  to  the  fourth  centur)'.  N"  5  — 17. 

'^  The  title  of  firft  Chriftian  fenator  may  ^'  Two  Perfian  Satraps  travelled  to  Milan 

be  juftified  by   the  authority  of  Prudentius  and  Rome,  to  hear  St.  Ambrofe,  and  to  fee 

(in  Symmach.    i.  553.),  and   the  diflike   of  Probus.     (Pnulin.  in  Vit.  Ambrof.)     Ci.iu- 

tiie  Pagans  to  the  Anician  family.     See  Til-  dian  (in  Conf.   Probin.  et  Olybr.    30—60.) 

lemont,  Hift.  des  Empereurs,    torn.  iv.   p.  fcems  at  a  lofs,  how  to  exprefs  the  glory  of 


1.S3.  V.  p.  44.    Baron.  Annal.  A.  D.  312.     Probus. 
i;°78.    A.  D.  322.  N°2. 


cf 
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of  the  fenate,  were  afibciated  in  the  confular  dignity :   a  memorable    G  Η  A  P. 

XXXI. 
diilindion,  without  example,  in  the  annals  of  Rome  ".  v__-^— ._/ 

"  The  marbles  of  the  Anician  palace,"  were  ufed  as  a  proverbial  ex-  Wenlth  of 
preflion  of  opulence  and  fplendour  ^' ;  but  the  nobles  and  fenators  of  Lobles""''''^ 
Rome  afpired,  in  due  gradation,  to  imitate  that  illuilrious  family. 
The  accurate  defcription  of  the  city,  which  was  compofed  in  the 
Theodofian  age,  enumerates  one  thouland  feven  hundred  and 
eighty  houfes,  the  refidence  of  wealthy  and  honourable  citizens  '^. 
Many  of  thefe  ftately  manfions  might  almoft  excufe  the  exaggeration 
of  the  poet;  that  Rome  contained  a  multitude  of  palaces,  and  that 
each  palace  was  equal  to  a  city  :  fince  it  included  within  its  own 
precinats,  every  thing  which  could  be  fubfervient  either  to  ufe  or 
luxury;  markets,  hippodromes,  temples,  fountains,  baths,  porticos, 
ihady  groves,  and  artificial  aviaries  ^^  The  hiftorian  Olympiodorus, 
who  reprefents  the  ftate  of  Rome  when  it  was  befieged  by  the 
Goths  ",  continues  to  obferve,  that  feveral  of  the  richeft  fenators  re- 
ceived from  their  eftates  an  annual  income  of  four  thoufand  pounds 
of  gold,  above  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  pounds  fterling ; 
without  computing  the  ftated  provifion  of  corn  and  wine,  which,, 
had  they  been  fold,  might  have  equalled  in  value  one  third  of  the 
money.  Compared  to  this  immoderate  wealth,  an  ordinary  revenue  of 
a  thoufand  or  fifteen  hundred  pounds  of  gold  might  be  confidered  as 
no  more  than  adequate  to  the  dignity  of  the  fenatorian  rank,  which 

*-  See  the  poem  which  Claudian  addrefled  vafion.     A  moderate  palace  would  have  co-    ' 

to  the  two  noble  youths.  vered  Cincinnatus's  farm  of  four  acres  ( Val.  - 

^^  Secundinus,  the  Manichian,  ap.  Baron.  Max.  iv.  4.).    /In  laxitatem  ruris  eXcurrunt, 

Annal.  Ecclef.   A.  D.  390.   N°  34.  fays  Seneca,  Epift.  114.     See  a  judious  note 

'♦    See   Nardini,    Roma   Antica,    p.    89.  cY  Mr.   Hume,  Eflays,  vol.   i.  p.   562.    laft 

ij^S.  500.  8vo  edition. 

*»    Quid   loquar  inclufas   inter   laquearia         ^*  This  curious  account  of  Rome,  in  the 

fylvas  ;  reign  of  Honorius,  is  found  in  a  fragment 

Vernula  qua  vario  carmine  ludit  avis.  of  the  hiitorian  Olympiodorus,  ap.  Photium, 

Claud.  Rutil.  Numatian.  Itinerar.  ver.  in.  p.  igj. 
The  poet  lived  at  the  time  of  the  Gothic  iii- 

required 
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required  many  expences  of  a  public  and  oftentatious  kind.  Several 
examples  are  recorded  in  the  age  of  Honorius,  of  vain  and  popular 
nobles  who  celebrated  the  year  of  their  praetorihip,  by  a  feftival,  which 
lafted  feven  days,  and  coil  above  one  hundred  thoufund  pounds  fter- 
ling  *'.  The  eftates  of  the  Roman  fenators,  which  fo  far  exceed  the 
proportion  of  modern  wealth,  were  not  confined  to  the  limits  of 
Italy.  Their  poffeiTions  extended  far  beyond  the  Ionian  and  TEgean 
feas,  to  the  moil  diilant  provinces;  the  city  of  Nicopolis,  which 
Auguftus  had  founded  as  an  eternal  monument  of  the  Aftian  vidory, 
was  the  property  of  the  devout  Paula  "  ;  and  it  is  obferved  by  Se- 
neca, that  the  rivers,  which  had  divided  hoftile  nations,  now  flowed 
through  the  lands  of  private  citizens  "'.  According  to  their  temper 
and  circumilances,  the  eftates  of  the  Romans  were  either  cultivated 
by  the  labour  of  their  flaves,  or  granted,  for  a  certain  and  ftipu- 
lated  rent,  to  the  induftrious  farmer.  The  ceconomical  writers  of 
antiquity  llrenuoufly  recommend  the  former  method,  wherever  it 


^'  The  fons  of  Alypius,  of  Symniachus, 
and  of  Maximus,  fpent,  during  their  refpcc- 
tive  pratorihips,  twelve,  or  twenty,  or  forty, 
(ctitenaries  (or,  hundred  weight  of  gold). 
See  Olympiodor.  ap.  Phot.  p.  197.  This  po- 
pular elHmation  allows  fome  latitude  ;  but  it 
is  difficult  to  explain  a  law  in  the  Theodo- 
fian  Code  (1.  vi.  leg.  5.),  which  fixes  the 
expence  of  the  firft  praetor  at  25,000,  of  the 
fecond  at  20,000,  and  of  the  third  at  15,000 
folks.  The  name  oi  follis  (fee  Mem.  de 
I'Academie  des  Infcriptions,  tom.  xxviii. 
p.  727.)  was  equally  applied  to  a  purfe  of 
125  pieces  of  filver,  and   to   a  fraall  copper 


of  thi 


of, 


part  of  that  purfe. 


In  the  former  fenfe,  the  25,000  foUes  would  be 
equal  to  1 50,000  1.  in  the  latter  to  five  or  fix 
pounds  ilerling.  The  one  appears  extrava- 
gant, the  other  is  ridiculous.  There  muft 
have  exiftcd  fome  third,  and  middle  value, 
which  is  here  underllood  ;  but  ambiguity  is 
an  incxcufable  fault  in  the  language  of  laws. 


"  Nicopolis  ...  in  Aftiaco  littofe  fita 
pofleflionis  vellra  nunc  pars  vel  maxima  eft. 
jerom.  in  prsefat.  Comment,  ad  Epiftol.  ad 
Titum,  tom.  ix.  p.  243.  M.  de  Tillemont 
fuppofes,  ftrangely  enough,  that  it  was  part 
of  Agamemnon's  inheritance.  Mem.  Ecclef. 
tom.  xii.  p.  85. 

"■*  Seneca,  Epifl.  Ixxxix.  His  language  is 
of  the  declamatory  kind  :  but  declamation 
could  fcarcely  exaggerate  the  avarice  and  lux- 
ury of  the  Romans.  The  philofopher  him- 
felf  deferved  fome  fhare  of  the  reproach  ;  Lf 
it  be  true,  that  his  rigorous  exaftion  of  ^λ- 
dringenties,  above  three  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  which  he  had  lent  at  high  intereft, 
provoked  a  rebellion  in  Britain.  (Dion 
Caflius,  1.  Ixii.  p.  1003.)  According  to  the 
conjeflure  of  Gale  (Antoninus's  Itinerary  in 
Britain,  p.  92.),  the  fame  Fauilinus  poileffed 
an  ellate  near  Bury,  in  Suftblk,  and  another 
in  the  kingdom  of  Naples. 

may 


man- 
ners. 
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may  be  pradlicable ;  but  if  the  objeQ:  fl-iould  be  removed,  by  its  dif-    CHAP, 
tance  or  magnitude,  from  the  immediate  eye   of  the  mafter,  they    '     -  ^-  _■ 
prefer  the  adive  care  of  an  old  hereditary  tenant,  attached  to  the  foil, 
and  interefted  in  the  produce,  to  the  mercenary  adminiftration  of  a 
negligent,  perhaps  an  unfaithful,  fteward  ^°. 

The  opulent  nobles  of  an  immenfe  capital,  who  were  never  excited  -pheir 
by  the  purfuit  of  military  glory,  and  feldom  engaged  in  the  occupa- 
tions of  civil  government,  naturally  refigned  their  leifure  to  the  bufi- 
nefs  and  amufements  of  private  life.  At  Rome,  commerce  was  al- 
ways held  in  contempt :  but  the  fenators,  from  the  firft  age  of  the 
republic,  increafed  their  patrimony,  and  multiplied  their  clients,  by 
the  lucrative  pradice  of  ufury ;  and  the  obfolete  laws  were  eluded, 
or  violated,  by  the  mutual  inclinations  and  intereft  of  both  par- 
ties ''.  A  confiderable  mafs  of  treafure  muft  always  have  exifted 
at  Rome,  either  in  the  current  coin  of  the  empire,  or  in  the 
form  of  gold  and  filver  plate;  and  there  were  many  fide-boards 
in  the  time  of  Pliny,  which  contained  more  folid  filver,  than  had 
been  tranfported  by  Scipio  from  vanquiihed  Carthage  °\  The 
greater  part  of  the  nobles,  who  diffipated  their  fortunes  in  pro- 
fufe  luxury,  found  themfelves  poor  in  the  midft  of  wealth ;  and  idle 
in  a  conftant  round  of  diffipation.  Their  defires  were  continually 
gratified  by  the  labour  of  a  thoufand  hands  ;  of  the  numerous  train 
of  their  domeftic  flaves,  who  w^ere  aduated  by  the  fear  of  puniih- 
ment;  and  of  the  various  profeifions  of  artificers  and  ijierchants,  who 

^^    Volufius,   a  wealthy  fenator    (Tacit,  torn.  i.  p.  230—289.),  that  they  were  per- 

Annal.   iii.   30.),    always  preferred  tenants  mitted  to  take  fix  percent,  or  one  half  of 

born  on  the  eftate.     Columella,  who  receiv-  the  legal  intereft ;  and,  what  is  more  fingular, 

ed  this  maxim  from  him,  argues  very  judi-  this  permillion  was  granted, to  the  jcuag  fe- 

clouily  on  the  fubjeil.     De  Re  Ruftica,  1.  i.  nators. 
c.  7.  p.  408.  edit.  Gefner.  Leipfig,  1735.  '*   Plin.    Hift.   Natur.   xxxiii.   50.      He 

^'    Valefius    (ad  Ammian.   xiv.    6.)    has  ftates  the  filver  at  only  4380  pounds,  which 

proved,  from  Chryfoftom  and  Augullin,  that  is  increafed  by  Livy  (xxx.  45.)  to  100,023  '■ 

the  fenators  v.ere  not  allowed  to  lend  money  the  former  feems  too  little  for  an  opulent 

at  ufury.     Yet  it  appears  from  the  Theodo-  city,   the  latter   too  much   for  any  private 

fian  Code  (fee  Godefroy  ad  1.  ii.  tit.  xxxiii.  fide-board. 

Vol.  hi.  D  d  were 
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Charafter  of 
the  Roman 
nobles,  by 
Ammianus 
Marcellinus. 


were  more  powerfully  impelled  by  the  hopes  of  gain.  The  ancients 
were  deftitute  of  many  of  the  conveniencies  of  life,  which  have  been 
invented  or  improved  by  the  progrefs  of  induftiy;  and  the  plenty  of 
glafs  and  linen  has  difFufed  more  real  comforts  among  the  modern  na- 
tions of  Europe,  than  the  fenators  of  Rome  could  derive  from  all  the 
refinements  of  pompous  or  fenfual  luxury ".  Their  luxur)--,  and 
their  manners,  have  been  the  fubjed  of  minute  and  laborious  difqui- 
fition  :  but  as  fuch  enquiries  would  divert  me  too  long  from  the  defign 
of  the  prefent  work,  I  ihall  produce  an  authentic  ftate  of  Rome  and 
its  inhabitants,  which  is  more  peculiarly  applicable  to  the  period  of 
the  Gothic  invafion*  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  who  pradently  chofe 
the  capital  of  the  empire,  as  the  refidence  the  beft  adapted  to  the 
hiftorian  of  his  own  times,  has  mixed  with  the  narrative  of  public 
events,  a  lively  reprefentation  of  the  fcenes  with  which  he  was  fami- 
liarly converfant.  The  judicious  reader  will  not  always  approve  the 
afperity  of  cenfure,  the  choice  of  circumftances,.  or  the  ftyle  of  ex- 
preihon :  he  will  perhaps  deted  the  latent  prejudices,  and  perfonal 
refentments,  which  foured  the  temper  of  Ammianus  himfelf ;  but 
he  will  furely  obfei-ve,  with  philofophic  curiofity,  the  interefting  and' 
original  pidure  of  the  manners  of  Rome  ^\ 

"  The  greatnefs  of  Rome  (fuch  is  the  language  of  the  hiftorian) 
"  was  founded  on  the  rare,  and  almoft  incredible,  alliance  of  virtue 
"  and  of  fortune.  The  long  period  of  her  infancy  was  employed  in 
"  a  laborious  ftruggle  againft  the  tribes  of  Italy,  ^  the  neighbours  and 


35  The  learned  Arbuthnot  (Tables  of  An- 
cient Coins,  &c.  p.  153.)" hats  obferved  with 
humour,  and  I  believe  with  truth,  that  Au- 
guftus  had  neither  glafs  to  his  windows,  nor 
a  fliirt  to  his  back.  Under  tlie  lower  empire, 
the  ufe  of  linen  and  glafs  became  fomewhat 
more  common. 

^*  It  is  incumbent  on  me  to  explain  the 
liberties  which  I  have  taken  with  the  text  of 
Ammianus.     i.    I  have  melted  down  into 


one  piece,  the  iixth  chapter  of  the  fourteenth, 
and  the  fourth  of  the  twenty-eighth,  book.  2. 
I  have  given  order  and  ccnneftion  to  the  con- 
fufed  mafs  of  materials.  3.  I  have  foftened 
/ome  extravagant  hyperboles,  and  pared 
away  fome  fuperfluities  of  the  original.  4.  I 
have  developed  fome  obfervatioiis  which 
were  infmuated,  rather  than  exprefi'ed.  With 
thefe  allowances,  my  verfion  will  be  found, 
not  literal  indeed,  but  faithful  and  exaft. 

"  enemies 
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*'  enemies  of  the  rifing  city.  In  the  ftrength  and  ardour  of  youth, 
*'  ihe  fuftained  the  florms  of  war ;  carried  her  victorious  arms  be- 
*'  yond  the  feas  and  the  mountains  j  and  brought  home  triumphal 
"  laurels  from  every  country  of  the  globe.  At  length,  verging  to- 
"  wards  old  age,  and  fometimes  conquering  by  the  terror  only  of 
"  her  name,  ilie  fought  the  bleflings  of  eafe  and  tranquillity.  The 
"  VENERABLE  CITY,  which  had  trampled  on  the  necks  of  the 
"  fierceft  nations ;  and  eftabliilied  a  fyftem  of  laws,  the  perpetual 
*'  guardians  of  juftice  and  freedom ;  was  content,  like  a  wife  and 
"  wealthy  parent,  to  devolve  on  the  Cxfars,  her  favourite  fons,  the 
"  care  of  governing  her  ample  patrimony",  A  fecure  and  pro- 
"  found  peace,  fuch  as  had  been  once  enjoyed  in  the  reign  of  Numa, 
*'  fucceeded  to  the  tumults  of  a  republic  :  while  Rome  was  ftill  adored 
"  as  the  queen  of  the  earth  ;  and  the  fubjedt  nations  ftill  reverenced 
'*  tlie  name  of  the  people,  and  the  majefty  of  the  fenate.  But  this 
"  native  fplendour  (continues  Ammianus)  is  degraded,  and  fullied, 
*'  by  the  condud  of  fome  nobles  ;  who,  unmindful  of  their  own  dig- 
*'  nity,  and  of  that  of  their  country,  aflume  an  unbounded  licence 
*'  of  vice  and  folly.  They  contend  with  each  other  in  the  empty 
*'  vanity  of  titles  and  furnames ;  and  curioufly  feleit,  or  invent,  the 
*'  moft  lofty  and  fonorous  appellations,  Reburrus,  or  Fabunius,  Pa- 
*'  gonius,  or  Tarrafms  ^*,  which  may  imprefs  the  ears  of  the  vulgar 
*'  with  aftoniihment  and  refpedl.  From  a  vain  ambition  of  perpe- 
"  tuating  their  memory,  they  aifed  to  multiply  their  likenefs,  in 

''  Claudian,  who  feems  to  have  read  the     names.     I  am  of  opinion  that  they  were  in- 

hiftory  of  Ammianus,  fpeaks   of  this  great     vented   by  the   hiftorian  himfelf,    who  was 

levolution  in  a  much  lefs  courtly  ftyle  :  afraid  of  any  perfonal  fatire  or  applicntion. 

■on.  •        c         •Γ_         •/->/•  It  is  certain,   however,  that  the  fimplc  dcno- 

Poftquam  jura  ferox'in  fe  communia  Csefar         .      .  r     ,      -^  ... 

rn      n.  1•         I     r  Jr.  T-  mmations  of    the  Romans    were  gradually 

Tranftulit;  etlapfi  mores  ;defuetaqueprifcis  ,         ,         ,  ,  ,         ^  ^      ^  ,  ■ 

...         .  .  .-.,'_  lengthened   to   the  number  of  four,  five,  or 

Artibus,  m  gremium  pacis  fervile  receffi.  ^    .  ^  ^      . 

i->    r.  η    /~ij     •  even  feven,  pompous  furnames;  as  for  in- 

De  Bell.  Gildonico,  49.  „  λλ  τίτ     •       ht  -        τ.     • 

^^  ilance,    Marcus    Maecius    Msmmius    Furius 

5*  The  minute   diligence   of  antiquarians     Balburius    Caecilianus  Placidus.      See  Noris 

has  not  been  able  to  verify  thefe  extraordinary     Cenotaph.  Pifan.  Diifert.  iv.  p.  438. 

D  d  2       .  •"  ilatues 
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"  ftatues  of  bronze  and  marble  ;  nor  are  they  fatisfied,  unlefs  thofe 
"  ftatues  are  covered  with  plates  of  gold  :  an  honourable  diftindlion, 
"  firft  granted  to  Acilius  the  conful,  after  he  had  fubdued,  by  his 
"  arms  and  counfels,  the  power  of  king  Antiochus.  The  oftenta- 
"  tion  of  difplaying,  of  magnifying  perhaps,  the  rent-roll  of  the 
*'  eftates  which  they  poflefs  in  all  the  provinces,  from  the  rifmg  to 
"  the  fetting  fun,  provokes  the  juft  refentment  of  every  man,  who 
"  recollefts,  that  their  poor  and  invincible  anceftors  were  not  diftin- 
«  guiihed  from  the  meaneft  of  the  foldiers,  by  the  delicacy  of  their 
*'  food,  or  the  fplendour  of  their  apparel.  But  the  modern  nobles 
"  meafure  their  rank  and  confequence  according  to  the  loftinefs  of 
*'  their  chariots ",  and  the  weighty  magnificence  of  their  drefs. 
"  Their  long  robes  of  filk  and  purple  float  in  the  wind  ;  and  as  they 
*'  are  agitated,  by  art  or  accident,  they  occafionally  difcover  the 
"  under  garments,  the  rich  tunics,  embroidered  with  the  figures  of 
*'  various  animals  ^\  Followed  by  a  train  of  fifty  ferv^ants,  and  tear- 
*'  ing  up  the  pavement,  they  move  along  the  ftreets  with  the  fame 
"  impetuous  fpeed  as  if  they  travelled  with  poft-horfes  ;  and  the 
"  example  of  the  fenators  is  boldly  imitated  by  the  matrons  and 
"  ladies,  whofe  covered  carriages  are  continually  driving  round  the 
"  immenfe  fpace  of  the  city  and  fuburbs.     Whenever  thefe  perfons 

5'  The   carrucre,   or  coaches  of  the  Ro-  modern  coach,    that  is  hung  upon  fprings,- 

mans,  were  often  of  folid  filver,   curioufly  is  much  preferable  to  the  filver  or  gold  carts 

carved  and  engraved;   and  the  trappings  of  of  antiquity,  which  rolled  on  the  axle-tree, 

the    mules,    or   horfes,  were  emboilbd  with  and  were  expofed,  for  the  moil  part,  to  the 

<Old.     This    magnificence    continued   from  inclemency  of  the  weather, 

the  reign  of  Nero  to  that  of  Honorius ;  and  ^*  In  a  homily  of  Afterius,  bilhopof  Ama- 

the  Appian  way  was  covered  with  the  fplen-  fia,  M.  dc  Valois  has  difcovered  (ad  Ammian. 

did  equipages  of  the  nobles,  who  came  out  xiv.  6.)    that  this  was   a   new  fafliion  ;  that 

to  meet   St.  Melania,  when  Ihe  returned  to  bears,    wolves,    lions,    and    tygers,    woods, 

Rome,     fix    years   before    the    Gothic   fiege  hunting-matches,    &c.    were  reprefented  in 

(Seneca,  cpiftol.   Ixxxvii.   Plin.  Hill.  Natur.  embroidery;  and  that  the  more  pious  cox- 

xxxiii.  49.   Paulin.  Nolan,  apud  Baron.  An-  combs  fubftituted  the  figure  or  legend  of  feme 

nal.  Ecclcf.  A.  D.  397.  N°  5.).    Yet  pomp  is  favourite  faint. 


.  exchanged  for  convenience ;  and  a  plain 


of 
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"  of  high  diftindion  condefcend  to  vifit  the  public  baths,  they  af-    C  Η  A  P. 

*'  fume,  on  their  entrance,  a  tone  of  loud  and  infolent  command,    v_  — „— ..^ 

*'  and  appropriate  to  their  own  ufe  the  conveniencies  which  were 

"  defigned  for  the  Roman  people.     If,  in  thefe  places  of  mixed  and 

"  general  refort,  they  meet  any  of  the  infamous  minifters  of  their 

*'  pleafures,  they  exprefs  their  aifedlion  by  a  tender  embrace ;  while 

"  they  proudly  decline  the  falutations  of  their  fellow-citizens,  who 

*'  are  not  permitted  to  afpire  above  the  honour  of  kiifmg  their  hands, 

"  or  their  knees.     As  foon  as  they  have  indulged  themfelves  hi  the 

**  refrefhment  of  the  bath,  they  refume  their  rings,  and  the  other 

*'  enfigns  of  their  dignity  ;  feledl  from  their  private  wardrobe  of  the 

"  fineft  linen,  fuch  as  might  fuiEce  for  a  dozen  perfons,  the  garments 

"  the  moft  agreeable  to  their  fancy,  and  maintain  till  their  departure 

"  the  fame  haughty  demeanour  ;  which  perhaps  might  have  been  ex- 

'*  cufed   in   the    great    Marcellus,   after  the  conqueft  of  Syracufe. 

*'  Sometimes,  indeed,  thefe  heroes  undertake  more  arduous  atchieve- 

"  ments  ;  they  vifit  their,  eftates  in  Italy,  and  procure  fhemfelvess 

*'  by  the  toil  of  fervile  hands,  the   amufements  of  the  chace  ''.     If 

*'  at  any  time,  but  more  elpecially  on  a  hot  day,  they  have  courage 

"  to  fail,  in  their  painted  galiies,  from  the  Lucrine  lake*"  to  their 

"  elegant  villas  on  the  fea-coail  of  Puteoli  and  Cayeta*',  they  com- 


29  See  Pliny's  Epiftles,  i.  6.  Three  large  and  his  commentators,  erpecially  Catrou, 
wild  boars  were  allured  and  taken  in  the  toils,  have  derived  much  light  from  Strabo,  Sue- 
without  interrupting  the  iludies  of  the  philo-  tonius,  and  Dion.  Earthquakes  and  vulcanos 
fophic  fportfman.  have  changed  the  face  of  the  country,  and 

*°    The    change   from     the    inaufpicious  turned  the  Lucrine  lake,  fnice  the  year  153S, 

word  A-vernus,  which  Hands  in  the  text,  is  into  the  Monte  Nuovo.     See  Camillo  Pelle- 

immaterial.     The  two  lakes,    Avernus   and  grino  Difcorfi  della  Campania  Felice,  p.  239. 

Lucrinus,    communicated  with   each   other,  244,   S-'C.  Antonli  Saafelicii  Campania,    p» 

and  were  falhioned  by  the  ftupendous  moles  13.  88. 

of   Agrippa    into   the   Julian   port,    which  *'  The  regna  Cumana  et  Puteolana ;  Iocs 

opened,  through  a  narrow  entrance,  into  the  Ci^teroqui  valde  expetenda,  interpellantium 

gulph  of  Puteoli.     Virgil,   who  refided  on  autem   muhitudine  pcene  fiigienda.    Cicero 

the   fpot,   has  defcribed   (Georgic  ii.   161.)  ad  Attic,  xvi.  17. 
this  work  at  the  moment  of  its  execution  ; 

5  "  pare- 
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CHAP,    "  pare  their  own  expeditions  to  the  marches  of  Cicfar  and  Alexander. 

XXXJ. 

*- — « '    "  Yet  ihould  a  fly  prefume  to  fettle  on  the  filken  folds  of  their 

"  gilded  umbrellas  ;  ihould  a  fun-beam  penetrate  through  fome  un- 
*'  guarded  and  .imperceptible  chink,  they  deplore  their  intolerable 
**  hardfhips,  and  lament,  in  affedted  language,  that  they  were  not 
"  born  in  the  land  of  the  Cimmerians  *\  the  regions  of  eternal  dark- 
*'  nefs.  In  thefe  journies  into  the  country*^,  the  whole  body  of 
*'  the  houfehold  marches  with  their  mailer.  In  the  fame  manner  as 
*'  the  cavalry  and  infantry,  the  heavy  arid  the  light  armed  troops, 
*'  the  advanced  guard  and  the  rear,  are  marihalled  by  the  ikill  of 
**  their  military  leaders  ;  fo  the  domeftic  officers,  who  bear  a  rod, 
**  as  an  enfign  of  authority,  diilribute  and  arrange  the  nixmerous 
*'  train  of  flaves  and  attendants.  The  baggage  and  wardrobe  move 
*'  in  the  front ;  and  are  immediately  followed  by  a  multitude  of 
*'  cooks,  and  inferior  minifters,  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the 
*'  kitchens,  and  of  the  table.  The  main  body  is  compofed  of  a 
*'  promifcuous  crowd  of  flaves,  increafed  by  the  accidental  concourfe 
*'  of  idle  or  dependent  plebeians-  The  rear  is  clofed  by  the  favourite 
"  band  of  eunuchs,  difliributed  from  age  to  youth,  according  to  the 
*'  order  of  feniority.  Their  numbers,  and  their  deformity,  excite 
*'  the  horror  of  the  indignant  fpedtators,  who  are  ready  to  execrate 
"  the  memory  of  Semiramis,  for  the  cruel  art  which  ihe  invented, 

♦*  The  proverbial  expreffion  of  Cimmerian  proach  of  a  great  man.     2.  Their  baggage- 

darknefs  was  originally  borrowed  from    the  mules  tranfported  not  only  the  precious  vafes, 

defcrjption  of  Homer  (in  the  eleventh  book  but  even  the  fragile  vefl'els  of  chryrtal  and 

of  the  OdylTey),  which   he  applies  to  a  re-  miiria,  which  laft  is  almoft  proved,  by  the 

mote  and  fabulous  country  on  the  ihores  of  learned  French  tranflaior  of  Seneca  (torn.  iii. 

the  ocean.   See  Erafmi  Adngia,  in  his  works,  p.   402 — 422•)    to   mean    the    porcelain    of 

torn.  ii.  p.  593.   the  Leyden  edition.  China  and  Japan.     3.  The   beautiful   faces 

♦^  We  may  learn  from  Seneca,  epift.  cxxiii.  of  the  young  flaves  were  covered  with  a  me- 

three  curious   circumilances   relative  to   the  dicated    cruft,    or   ointment,  which    fecured 

journies  of  the  Romans,     i .  They  were  pre-  them    againll    the    effedls    of   the   fun   and 


ceded  by  a   troop  of  Numidian  light-horfe,     froft. 
who  announced,  by  a  cioud.of  dull,  the  ap- 


«    0/ 
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**  of  fruRTating  the  purpofes  of  nature,  and  of  blafting  In  the  bud  ^  Ji^^  ^* 
*'  the  hopes  of  future  generations,  in  the  exercife  of  domeftic  ju-  »—  '-<■—■  -J 
•'  rifdidtion,  the  nobles  of  Rome  exprefs  an  exqulfite  fenfibility  for 
*'  any  perfonal  injury,  and  a  contemptuous  indifference  for  the  reil 
"  of  the  human  fpecies.  When  they  have  called  for  warm  water, 
"  if  a  flave  has  been  tardy  in  his  obedience,  he  is  inftantly  challifed 
"  with  three  hundred  laihes  •;  but  ihould  the  fame  flave  commit  a 
**  wilful  murder,  the  mafter  will  mildly  obferve,  that  he  is  a  worth- 
"  lefs  fellow  ;  but  that,  if  he  repeats  the  offence,  he  ihall  not  efcape 
*'  punifliment.  Hofpitality  was  formerly  the  virtue  of  the  Romans ; 
"  and  every  ftranger,  who  could  plead  either  merit  or  misfortune, 
*'  was  relieved,  or  rewarded,  by  their  generoilty.  At  prefent,  if  a 
"  foreigner,  perhaps  of  no  contemptible  rank,  is  introduced  to  one 
*'  of  the  proud  and  wealthy  fenators,  he  is  welcomed  indeed  in  the 
"  firft  audience,  with  fuch  warm  profeffions,  and  fuch  kind  enqui- 
"  ries,  that  he  retires,  enchanted  with  the  affability  of  his  illuilrious 
*'  friend,  and  full  of  regret  that  he  had  fo  long  delayed  his  journey 
"  to  Rome,  the  native  feat  of  manners,  as  well  as  of  empire.  Se- 
"  cure  of  a  favourable  reception,  he  repeats  his  vifit  the  enfuing 
"  day,  and  is  mortified  by  the  difcovery,  that  his  perfon,  his  name, 
"  and  his  country,  are  already  forgotten.  If  he  ftill  has  refolution 
"  to  perfevere,  he  is  gradually  numbered  in  the  train  of  dependents, 
**  and  obtains  the  permiffion  to  pay  his  afllduous  and  unprofitable 
"  court  to  a  haughty  patron,  incapable  of  gratitude  or  friendihip ; 
"  who  fcarcely  deigns  to  remark  his  prefence,  his  departure,  or  his 
"  return.  Whenever  the  rich  prepare  a  folemn  and  popular  enter-- 
"  tainment"** ;  whenever  they  celebrate,  with  profufe  and  pernicious 

"  luxury, 

** Diftributio foleranium  fportularum.  The  vlfions,  of  the  value  of  loo  quadrantes,  or 
/portula,  or  fportella,  were  fmaJl  baflcets,  twelve-pence  halfpenny,  which  were  ranged 
fuppofed  to  contain  a  quantity  of  hot  pro-    in  order  in  the  hall,  and  often tatioufly  diftri- 

buted 
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luxury,  their  private  banquets  ;  the  choice  of  the  guefts  is  the 
fubjed  of  anxious  dchberation.  The  modeft,  the  fober,  and  the 
learned,  are  feldom  preferred ;  and  the  nomenclators,  who  are 
*'  commonly  fwayed  by  interefted  motives,  have  the  addrefs  to  in- 
"  fert  in  the  lift  of  invitations,  the  obfcure  names  of  the  moft  worth- 
"  lefs  of  mankind.  But  the  frequent  and  familiar  companions  of 
"  the  great,  are  thofe  parafites,  who  praitife  the  moft  ufcful  of  all 
"  arts,  the  art  of  flattery ;  who  eagerly  applaud  each  word,  and 
**  every  ailion  of  their  immortal  patron ;  gaze  with  rapture  on 
"  his  marble  columns,  and  variegated  pavements ;  and  ftrenuoufly 
"  praife  the  pomp  and  elegance,  which  he  is  taught  to  confider  as  a 
"  part  of  his  perfofial  merit.  At  the  Roman  tables,  the  birds,  the 
"  fquirrels  *',  or  the  fiih,  which  appear  of  an  uncommon  fize,  are 
'*  contemplated  with  curious  attention  ;  a  pair  of  fcales  is  accurately 
"  applied,  to  afcertain  their  real  weight  ;  and,  while  the  more  ra- 
*'  tional  guefts  are  difgufted  by  the  vain  and  tedious  repetition,  nota-  * 
*'  ries  are  fummoned  to  atteft,  by  an  authentic  record,  the  truth  of 
*'  fuch  a  marvellous  event.  Another  method  of  introduction  into 
"'the  houfes  and  fociety  of  the  great,  is  derived  from  the  profeifion 
*'  of  gaming,  or,  as  it  is  more  politely  ftyled,  of  play.     The  confe- 

buted  to  the  hungry  or  fervile  crowd,  who  animal  who  inhnbits  the  woods,  and  remains 
waited  at  the  door.  This  indelicate  cuftom  torpid  in  cold  weather  (See  Plin.  Hift.  Natur. 
is  very  frequently  mentioned  in  the  epigrams  viii.  82.  BuiFon,  Hift.  Natureile,  tom.  viii. 
of  Martial,  and  the  fatires  of  Juvenal,  See  p.  158.  Pennant's  Synopfis  of  Quadrupeds, 
likewife  Suetonius,  in  Claud,  c.  21.  in  Neron.  p.  289.).  The  art  of  rearing  and  fattening 
c.  16.  in  Domitian.  c.  4.  7.  Thefe  baikets  great  numbers  of  ^//;«  was  prailifed  in  Ro- 
of provifions  were  afterwards  converted  into  man  villas,  as  a  profitable  article  of  rural 
large  pieces  of  gold  and  filver  coin,  or  plate,  oeeonomy  (Varro,  de  Re  Ruftica,  iii.  15.). 
which  were  mutually  given  and  accepted  The  exceflive  demand  of  them  for  luxurious 
even  by  the  perfons  of  the  higheft  rank  (See  tables,  was  increafed  by  the  foolilh  prohibi- 
Symmach.  epift.  iv.  55.  ix.  124.  and  Mifcell.  tions  of  the  Cenfors  ;  and  it  is  reported,  tliat 
p.  256.),  on  folemn  occafions,of  confullhips,  they  are  Hill  efteemed  in  modern  Rome,  and 
marriages,  &c.  are  frequently  fent  as  prefents  by  the  Colonna 
■♦s  The  want  of  an  Englilh  name  obliges  princes  (See  Brotier,  the  laft  editor  of  Pliny, 
me  to  refer  to  the  common  genus  of  fquir-  tom.ii.  p.  458.  apud  Barbou,  1779.). 
rels,  the  Latin  glis,  the  French  loir ;  a  little 

"  derates 
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"  derates  are  united  by  a   fl;ri£t   and   indiffoluble  bond   of  friend-    ^ ^Ldr^'' 

"  fliip,   or  rather  of  confpiracy  ;   a  fuperior   degree  of  ikill  in  the    < ^ ' 

*'  Tejferarian  art  (which  may  be  interpreted  the  game  of  dice  and 
"  tables  ■*")  is  a  fure  road  to  wealth  and  reputation.  A  mafter  of 
"  that  fublime  fcience,  who  in  a  fupper,  or  aflembly,  is  placed  below 
"  a  magiftrate,  difplays  in  his  countenance  the  furprife  and  indig- 
*'  nation,  which  Cato  might  be  fuppofed  to  feel,  when  he  was 
"  rcfufed  the  praetorfhip  by  the  votes  of  a  capricious  people.  The 
"  acquifition  of  knowledge  feldom  engages  the  curiofity  of  the 
"  nobles,  who  abhor  the  fatigue,  and  difdain  the  advantages,  of 
"  fhudy ;  and  the  only  books  which  they  perufe  are  the  fatires  of 
*'  Juvenal,  and  the  verbofe  and  fabulous  hiftories  of  Marius  Maxi- 
"  mus  *^  The  libraries,  which  they  have  inherited  from  their  fa- 
"  thers,  are  fecluded,  like  dreary  fepulchres,  from  the  light  of  day*'. 
"  But  the  coftly  inftruments  of  the  theatre,  flutes,  and  enormous 
"  lyres,  and  hydraulic  organs,  are  conftru6ted  for  their  ufe;  and 
"  the  harmony  of  vocal  and  inftrumental  mufic  is  inceflantly  re- 
"  peated  in  the  palaces  of  Rome.  In  thofe  palaces,  found  is  pre- 
*'  ferred  to  fenfe,  and  the  care  of  the  body  to  that  of  the  mind.     It 

**  This  game,  which'  might  be  tranflated  a  copious  torrent  ofclaificand  Oriental  learn- 
by  the  more  familiar  names  of  tritlrac,  or  ing.  See  Syntagma  Differtat.  torn.  ii.  p. 
backgammon,  was  a  favourite  amufement  of  217 — 405. 

the  graved  Romans ;  and  old   Mucins   Scs-         ♦?  Marius  Maximus,  homo  omnium  verbo- 

vola,  the   lawyer,  had  the  reputation   of  a  fiflimus,  qui,  et  mythitloricis  fe  voluminibus 

very  fliilful  player.     It  was  called  ludas  duo-  implicavit.     Vopifciis,   in   Hift.   Auguft.   p. 

dtcim  fa-iptorum,  from  the  weUe /crifta,  or  242.     He  wrote  the  lives  of  the  Emperors, 

lines,  which  equally  divided  the  ahoeolus,  or  from    Trajan    to    Alexander    Severus.     See     - 

table.     On  thefe,  the  two  armies,  the  white  Gerard,  Voffius  de  Hiftoricis  Latin.  1.  ii.  c.  3. 

and  the  black,  each  confifting  of  fifteen  men,  in  his  works,  vol.  iv.  p.  5-. 
or  calculi,  were  regularly  placed,  and  alter-         ♦»  This    fatire    is    probably    exaggerated, 

nately  moved,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  The  Saturnaliaof  Macrobius,  and  theEpiilles 

game ;    and    the   chances  of  the  tefera,  or  of  Jerom,    afford    fatisfaftory    proofs,    that 

dice.     Dr.  Hyde,  who  diligently  traces  tlie  Chriilian    theology,    and    claSic    literature, 

hiftory  and  varieties  of  tlie  nerdiludium    (a  were  ftudioufly  cultivated  by  feveral  Romans' 

name  of  Perfic  etymology)  from  Ireland   to  of  both  fexcs,  and  of  the  highell  rank, 
japan,  pours  forth,  on  this  trifling  fubjcil, 

Vol.  III.  Ε  e  «is 
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"  is  allowed  as  a  fulutary  maxim,  that  the  light  and  frivolous  fufpi- 
"  cion  of  a  contagious  malady,  is  of  fufficient  weight  to  excufe  the 
"  vilits  of  the  moft  intimate  friends  ;  and  even  the  fervants,  who  are 
*'  difpatched  to  make  the  decent  enquiries,  are  not  fuffered  to  return 
*'  home,  till  they  have  undergone  the  ceremony  of  a  previous  ab- 
"  lution.  Yet  this  felfifli  and  unmanly  delicacy  occafionally  yields 
*'  to  the  more  imperious  paiEon  of  avarice.  The  profped  of  gain 
"  will  urge  a  rich  and  gouty  fenator  as  far  as  Spoleto ;  every  fen- 
"  timent  of  arrogance  and  dignity  is  fubdued  by  the  hopes  of  an  in- 
"  heritance,  or  even  of  a  legacy  ;  and  a  wealthy,  childlefs,  citizen  is. 
*'  the  moil  powerful  of  the  Romans.  The  art  of  obtaining  the 
"  fignature  of  a  favourable  teftament,  and  fometimes  of  haftening 
"  the  moment  of  its  execution,  is  perfedily  underftood  ;  and  it  has- 
"  happened,  that  in  the  fame  houfe,  though  in  different  apartments, 
"  a  hufband  and  a  wife,  with  the  laudable  defign  of  over-reaching^ 
"  each  other,  have  fummoned  their  refped;ive  lawyers,  to  declare,  at 
*'  the  fame  time,  their  mutual,  but  contradiftory,  intentions.  The 
"  diftrefs  which  follows  and  chaftifes  extravagant  luxury,  often 
*'  reduces  the  great  to  the  ufe  of  the  moft  humiliating  expedients. 
*'  When  they  defire  to  borrow,  they  employ  the  bafe  and  fuppli- 
"  eating  ftyle  of  the  flave  in  the  comedy  ;  but  when  they  are  called 
"  upon  to  pay,  they  affume  the  royal  and  tragic  declamation  of  the 
*'  grandfons  of  Hercules.  If  the  demand  is  repeated,  they  readily^ 
"  procure  fome  trufty  fycophant,  inftrudled  to  maintain  a  charge  of 
*'  poifon,  or  magic,  againft  the  infolent  creditor ;  who  is  feldom 
"  releafed  from  prifon,  till  he  has  figned  a  difcharge  of  the  whole 
"  debt.  Thefe  vices,  which  degrade  the  moral  character  of  the 
**  Romans,  are  mixed  with  a  puerile  fuperftition,,  that  dilgraces 
"  their  underftanding.  They  liften  with  confidence  to  the  predic-. 
*'  tions  of  harurpices,  who  pretend  to  read,  in  the  entrails  of  vic- 
"  tims,  the  iQgns  of  future  greatnefs  and  proijperity ;   and  there  are 

"  many 


Rome» 
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"  many  who  do  not  prefume  either  to  bathe,  or  to  dine,  or  to  ap-    CHAP. 
"  pear  in  public,  till  they  have  diligently  confulted,  according  to  the    u.— ^— Lj 
"  rules  of  aftrology,  the  fituation  of  Mercury,  and  the  afpedl  of  the 
*'  moon'*^     It  is  fingular  enough,  that  this  vain  credulity  may  often 
"  be  difcovered  among  the  profane  fceptics,  who  impiouily  doubt, 
*'  or  deny,  the  exiftence  of  a  celeftial  power." 

In  populous  cities,  which  are  the  feat  of  commerce  and  manu-  Szzte  and 
failures,  the  middle  ranks  of  inhabitants,  who  derive  their  fubiift-  rhe  people  οί 
ence  from  the  dexterity,  or  labour,  of  their  hands,  are  commonly 
the  moil  prolific,  the  moil  ufeful,  and,  in  that  fenfe,  the  moil  re- 
fpeftable,  part  of  the  community.  But  the  plebeians  of  R.ome,  who 
difdained  fuch  fedentary  and  fervile  arts,  had  been  opprefled,  from 
the  earlieft  times,  by  the  weight  of  debt  and  ufury ;  and  the  huf- 
bandman,  during  the  term  of  his  miUtary  fervice,  was  obliged  to 
abandon  the  cultivation  of  his  farm*".  The  lands  of  Italy,  which 
had  been  originally  divided  among  the  families  of  free  and  indigent 
proprietors,  were  infenfibly  purchafed,  or  ufurped,  by  the  avarice 
of  the  nobles;  and  in  the  age  which  preceded  the  fall  of  the  repub- 
lic, it  was  computed,  that  only  two  thoufand  citizens  were  pofleiTed 
of  any  independent  fubflance  ".  Yet  as  long  as  the  people  be- 
ilowed,  by  their  fuffrages,  the  honours  of  the  ftate,  the  command 
of  the  legions,  and  the  adminiilration  of  wealthy  provinces,  their 
confcious  pride  alleviated,  in  fome  meafure,  the  hardihips  of  pover- 
ty ;  and  their  wants  were  feafonably  fupplied  by  the  ambitious  libe- 

♦'  Macrobius,  the  friend  of  thefe  Roman  repeated  in    thofe   primitive   times,    whicli 

nobles,  confidered  the  liars  as  the  caufe,  or  have  been  fo  undefervedly  praifed. 
at  leaft  the  figns,  of  future  events  (de  Somn.         '"  Non  efle  in  civitate  duo  millia  hominum 

Scipion.  1.  i.  c.  19.  p.  68.).  qui  rem  haberent.   Cicero.  Offic,  ii.  21.  and 

♦'  The  hiftories  of  Livy  (fee  particularly  Comment.  Paul.  Manut.  in  edit.  Grsv.  This 

vi.  36.)  arc  full  of  the  extortions  of  the  rich,  vague  computation  was  made  A.  U.C.  649.  in 

and  the  fufferings  of  the  poor  debtors.     The  a  fpeech  of  the  tribune  Philippus ;  and  it  was 

melancholy  ftory  of  a  brave  old  foldier  (Dio-  his  objed,  as  well  as  that  of  the   Gracchi 

nyf.  Hal.  1.  vi.  c.  26.  p.  347.  edit.  Hudfon,  (fee  Plutarch),  to  deplore,  and   perhaps   to 

«nd  Livy,  ii.  23.  j  mult  have  been  frequently  exaggerate,  the  miferyof  the  common  people. 

Ε  e  2  rality 
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^  ^,  ^  ^•  rality  of  the  candidates,  who  afp'ired  to  fecure  a  venal  majority  in 
v_ — . — -»  the  thuty-five  trihes,  or  the  hundred  and  ninety-three  centuries,  of 
Rome.  But  when  the  prodigal  commons  had  imprudently  alienated 
not  only  the  u/e,  but  the  iiihsritancc,  of  power,  they  funk,  under 
the  reign  of  the  C.-cfars,  into  a  vile  and  wretched  populace,  which 
muft,  in  a  few  generations,  have  been  totally  extingullhed,  if  it  had 
not  been  continually  recruited  by  the  manumiiTion  of  flaves,  and  the 
influx  of  ftrangers.  As  early  as  the  time  of  Hadrian,  it  v>'as  the 
juft  complaint  of  the  ingenuous  natives,  that  the  capital  had  attracted 
the  vices  of  the  univerfe,  and  the  manners  of  the  moil  oppofite 
nations.  The  intemperanuce  of  the  Gauls,  the  cunning  and  levity 
of  the  Cireeks,  the  favage  obilinacy  of  the  Egyptians  and  Jews,  the 
fcrvile  temper  of  the  Afiatics,  and  the  diflolute,  effeminate  proftitution 
of  the  Syrians,  were  mingled  in  the  various  multitude ;  which, 
under  the  proud  and  falfe  denomination  of  Romans,  prefumed  to 
defpife  their  fellow-fubjedls,  and  even  their  fovereigns,  who  dwelt 
beyond  the  precinfts  of  the  eternal  city  ". 
Public  diilri-  Yet  the  name  of  that  city  was  ftill  pronounced  with  refped  :  the 
breXb°acon,  frequent  and  capricious  tumults  of  its  inhabitants  were  indulged 
til, wine, &c.  ^jj-j^  impunity;  and  the  fucceflbrs  of  Conftantine,  inftead  of  crulh- 
ing  the  lafl:  remains  of  the  democracy,  by  the  ftrong  arm  of  mili- 
tary power,  embraced  the  mild  policy  of  Auguftus,  and  lludied  to 
relieve  the  poverty,  and  to  amufe  the  idlenefs,  of  an  innumerable 
people  ".     L  For  the  convenience  of  the  kzy  plebeians,  the  monthly 

diftributlons 

'"  See  the  third  Satire  (60  — IZ5.)  of  Ju-  in  a  ftate  of  exile,   reminds  her  how  few  of 

venal,  who  indignantly  complains,  the  inhabitants  of  Rome   were  born  in   the 

. Quamvis  quota portiofscis  Achaei  !  city. 

Jampridem    Syrus    in    Tiberim    defluxit  '^  Almoft   all  that  is  faid  of  th^  bread, 

Orontes  •  bacon,  oil,  wine,  &c.  may   be  found   in  tlie 

Et  lini^iiam  et  mores,  &c.  fourteenth    book  of  the  Theotio.lan  Code  ; 

Seneca,  "when   he  propofes  to   comfort  his  which  exprefsly  treats   of  the  pdUt  of  the 

mother  (Confolat.  ad  Helv.  c.  6.)    by   the  great  cities.     See  particularly  the  titles  iii. 

refleftion,  that  a  great  part  of  mankind  were  iv.  xv.  xvi.  xvii.  xxiv.     The  collateral  teili- 

inonles 

8 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  ar 

diftributions  of  corn  were  converted  into  a  daily  allowance  of  bread  ;    ^^,^^• 

a  great   number  of  ovens  were   conftruiled  and  maintained  at  the   ' ^ ' 

public  expence ;  and  at  the  appointed  hour,  each  citizen,  who  was 
furniilied  with  a  ticket,  afcended  the  flight  of  fteps,  which  had  been 
affigned  to  his  peculiar  quarter  or  divifion,  and  received,  either  as  a 
gift,  or  at  a  very  low  price,  a  loaf  of  bread  of  the  weight  of  three 
pounds,  for  the  ufe  of  his  family.  II,  The  forefts  of  Lucania,  whofe 
acorns  fattened  large  droves  of  wild  hogs",  afforded,  as  a  fpecies 
of  tribute,  a  plentiful  fupply  of  cheap  and  wholefome  meat.  During 
five  months  of  the  year,  a  regular  allowance  of  bacon  was  diilri- 
buted  to  the  poorer  citizens  ;  and  the  annual  confumption  of  the 
capital,  at  a  time  when  it  was  much  declined  from  its  former  luftre, 
was  afcertained,  by  an  edi£t  of  Valentinian  the  Third,  at  three 
millions  fix  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thoufand  pounds  ".  III.  In 
the  manners  of  antiquity,  the  ufe  of  oil  was  indifpenfable  for  the 
lamp,  as  well  as  for  the  bath ;  and  the  annual  tax,  v/hich  was  im- 
pofed  on  Africa  for  the  benefit  of  Rome,  amounted  to  the  weight  of 
three  millions  of  pounds,  to  the  meafure,  perhaps,  of  three  hundred 
thoufand  Englifh  gallons.  IV.  The  anxiety  of  Auguilus  to  provide 
the  metropolis  with  fufficient  plenty  of  corn,  was  not  extended  be- 
yond that  neceifary  article  of  human  fubfiftence  ;  and  when  the 
popular  clamour  accufed  the  dearnefs  and  fcarcity  of  v/ine,  a  pro- 
monies  are  produced -in  Godefroy's  Com-  "  The  anonymous  author  of  the  Defcrip- 
mentary,  anditis  needlefs  totranfcribe  them,  tion  of  the  World  (p.  14.  in  torn.  iii.  Geo- 
According  to  a  law  of  Theodofius,  which  graph.  Minor,  Hudfon)  obferves  of  Lucania, 
appreciates  in  money  the  military  allowance,  a  j,^  j^j^  barbarous  Latin,  Regio  obtima,  et 
piece  of  gold  (eleven  fttlhngs)  was  equivalent  ^^^^^^^  habundans,  et  lardum  multum 

to  eighty  poundsof  bacon, or  to  eighty  pounds  ....  ,     n• 

r    .,         .     ^      I  J- c„  1    s     f  r  1.     foras  emittit.     rropter  quod  eft  in  montibus, 

of  oil,  or  to  twelve  modii  (or  pecki)  of  fait  '        ^  ' 

(Cod.  Theod.  1.  viii.  tit.  iv.  leg.  17.).  This  ^ujus  a-fcam  animalium  variam,  &c. 

equation,  compared  with  another,  of  feventy  '*  See  Novell,  ad  calcem  Cod.  Theod.  D. 

pounds  of  bacon  for  an  amphora  (Cod.  Theod.  V.ilent.  1.  i.  tit.  xv.     This  l.-iw  was  publiHird 

1.  xiv.  tit.  iv.  leg.  4.),  fixes  the  price  of  wine  at  Rome  June  the  29th,  A.  D.  452. 
at  about  fixteen  pence  the  gallon. 

clamatioa 
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CHAP,  clamation  was  iffued,  by  the  grave  reformer,  to  remind  his  fubjeds, 
v_  ,-  _j  that  no  man  could  reafonably  complain  of  thirft,  fince  the  aqueduds 
of  Agrippa  had  introduced  into  the  city  fo  many  copious  ilreams 
of  pure  and  falubrious  water  ".  This  rigid  fobriety  was  infenfibly 
relaxed  ;  and,  although  the  generous  defign  of  Aurelian  '^  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  executed  in  its  full  extent,  the  ufe  of  wine 
was  allowed  on  very  eafy  and  liberal  terms.  The  adminiftration  of 
the  public  cellars  was  delegated  to  a  magiftrate  of  honourable  rank  ; 
and  a  confiderable  part  of  the  vintage  of  Campania  was  referved  for 
the  fortunate  inhabitants  of  Rome. 
Ufe  of  the  The  ftupendous  aqueduds,  fo  juftly  celebrated   by  the  praifes  of 

public  baths.  ^  ,  ^τ- 

Auguftus  himfelf,  repleniihed  the  Therma^  or  baths,  which  had  been 
conilruded,  in  every  part  of  the  city,  with  Imperial  magnificence. 
The  baths  of  Antoninus  Caracalla,  which  were  open,  at  ftated  hours, 
for  the  indifcriminate  fervice  of  the  fenators  and  the  people,  con- 
tained above  fixteen  hundred  feats  of  marble ;  and  more  than  three 
thoufand  were  reckoned  in  the  baths  of  Diocletian  ".  The  walls  of 
the  lofty  apartments  were  covered  with  curious  mofaics,  that  imi- 
tated the  art  of  the  pencil  in  the  elegance  of  defign,  and  the  variety 
of  colours.  The  Egyptian  granite  was  beautifully  incrufted  with  the 
precious  green  marble  of  Numidia ;  the  perpetual  ftream  of  hot 
water  was  poured  into  the  capacious  bafons,  through  fo  many  wide 
mouths  of  bright  and  mafly  filver  ;  and  the  meaneft  Roman  could 
purchafe,  with  a  fmall  copper  coin,  the  daily  enjoyment  of  a  fcene 
of  pomp  and  luxury,  which  might  excite  the  envy  of  the  kings  of 

"   Sueton.  in  Auguft.  c.  42.     The  utmoft         '*  His  defign  was  to  plant  vinisyards  along 

debauch  of  the  emperor  himfelf,  in  his  fa-  the  fea  coall  of  Hctruria  (Vopifcu5,   in  Hift. 

vourite  wine  of  Rhxtia,  never   exceeded   a  Auguft.  p.  225.);  the  dreary,  unwholefome, 

/extariiis  (an  Englilh  pint).  Id.  c.  77.    Tor-  uncultivated  Marenme  of  modern  Tufcany. 
rentius  ad  loc.  and  Arbuthnot's  Tables,  p.         "  Olympiodor.  apud  Phot.  p.  197. 
85. 

Afia. 
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Afia  ''.     From  thefe  ftately  palaces  iflued  a  fvvarm  of  dirty  and  rag-     C  Η  a  p, 

XXXI• 
ged  plebeians,  without  ihoes,  and  without  a  mantle;   who  loitered    1      -,-  _j 

away  whole  days  in  the  ftreet  or  Forum,  to  hear  news,  and  to  hold 
difputes;  who  diiFipated,  in  extravagant  gaming,  the  miierable  pit- 
tance of  their  wives  and  children  ;  and  fpent  the  hours  of  the  night 
in  obicure  taverns,  and  brothels,  in  the  indulgence  of  grofs  and  vul- 
gar ienfuality". 

But  the  moft  lively  and  fplendid  amufement  of  the  idle  multi-  Games  and 
tude,  depended  on  the  frequent  exhibition  of  public  games  and  *P^^^<=^^*• 
fpeiitacles.  The  piety  of  Chriftian  princes  had  fupprefled  the  inhu- 
man combats  of  gladiators ;  but  the  Roman  people  ftill  confidered 
the  Circus  as  their  home,  their  temple,  and  the  feat  of  the  republic. 
The  impatient  crowd  ruihed  at  the  dawn  of  day  to  fecure  their 
places,  and  there  were  many  who  pafled  a  fleeplefs  and  anxious 
night  in  the  adjacent  porticos.  From  the  morning  to  the  evening, 
carelefs  of  the  fun,  or  of  the  rain,  the  fpeftators,  who  fometimes 
amounted  to  the  number  of  four  hundred  thoufand,  remained  in 
eager  attention;  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  horfes  and  charioteers,  their 
minds  agitated  with  hope  and  fear,  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  colours 
which  they  efpoufed  :  and  the  happinefs  of  Rome  appeared  to  hang 
on  the  event  of  a  race'°.     The  fame   immoderate  ardour  infpired 

5'  Seneca  (epiftol.  Ixxxvi.)  compares  th«  «o  Juvenal.  Satir.  xi.  191,  &c.  The  ex- 
baths  of  Scipio  Africanus,  at  his  villa  of  Li-  p^effions  of  the  hiftorian  Ammianus  are  not 
ternum,  with  the  magnificence  (which  was 
continually  increafing)  of  the  public  baths  of 
Rome,  long   before  the   ftately  Therms  of 

Antoninus  and  Di.  cletian  were  ereded.  The  painted  from  the  life.     The  numbers  which 

quadroKS  paid  for  admiflion  was  the  quarter  the  great  Circus  was  capable  of  receiving, 

of  the  as,  about  one-eighth  of  an  Engliih  are•  taken  from  the  original  Notitia  of  the 

penny,  city.     The  differences  between  them  prove 

'»  Ammianus  (1.  xiv.  c.  6.  and  1.  xxviii.  ^hat  they  did  not  tranfcribe  each  other ;   but 


lefs  ftrong  and  animated  than  thofe  of  the 
fatirift ;    and   both  the  one   and  the  other 


c.  4.),  after  deToribing  the  luxury  and  pride 
of  the  nobles  of  Rome,  expofes,  witli  equal 


the  fum  may  appear  incredible,  though  the 
country  on  thefe  occaiions  flocked  to  the 
city. 

2  their 


indignation,  the  vices  and  follies  of  the  com-     ^°""^'Χ  °n  ^'^«'"^  °«3^°"^  ^"""^^^  "    ''^^ 
mon  people.  city, 
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C  Η  A  P.      their  ckimours,  and  their  applaufe,  as  often  as  they  were  entertained 

XXX'I.  J 

«— v^- — '  with  the  hunting  of  wild  beafts,  and  the  various  modes  of  theatrical 
rcprefentation.  Thefe  reprefentations  in  modern  capitals  may  dcferve 
to  be  confidered  as  a  pure  and  elegant  fchool,  of  tafte,  and  perhaps 
of  virtue.  But  the  Tragic  and  Comic  Mufe  of  the  Romans,  who 
feldom  afpired  beyond  the  imitation  of  Attic  genius "',  had  been  al- 
moft  totally  filent  fmce  the  fall  of  the  republic  ";  and  their  place  was 
unworthily  occupied  by  licentious  farce,  effeminate  mufic,  and  fplen- 
did  pageantry.  The  pantomimes*',  who  maintained  their  reputation 
from  the  age  of  Auguftus  to  the  fixth  century,  expreffed,  Avithout 
the  uie  of  words,  the  various  fables  of  the  gods  and  heroes  of  anti- 
quity ;  and  the  perfedion  of  their  art,  which  fometimes  difarmed 
the  gravity  of  the  philofopher,  always  excited  the  applaufe  and 
wonder  of  the  people.  The  vail  and  magnificent  theatres  of  Rome 
were  filled  by  three  thoufand  female  dancers,  and  by  three  thoufand 
fingers,  with  the  mafl:ers  of  the  refpedive  choruffes.  Such  was 
the•  popular  favour  which  they  enjoyed,  that,  in  a  time  of  fcarcity, 
when  all  ftrangers  were  baniihed  from  the  city,  the  merit  of  contri- 
buting to  the  public  pleafures  exempted  them  from  a  law,  which 
was  ftridly  executed  againft  tlie  profeffors   of  the  liberal  arts  **. 

It 

•*'  Sometimes  indeed  they  compofed  ori-  his  play  to  the  company,  whom  he  invited 
ginal  pieces.  for  that  piirpofe  (See  Dialog.de  Oratoribus, 
Veftigia  Graeca  c.  9.  n.  and  Plin.  Epiftol.  vii.  17.). 

Aufi  deferere  et  celebrare  domeftica  fafta.  *^  See  the  Dialogue  of  Lucian,  intitled, 
Herat.  Epillol.  ad  Pifones,  285.  and  the  De  Saltatione,  torn.  ii.  p.  265  —  317.  edit, 
learned,  though  perplexed,  note  of  Dacier,  Rcitz.  The  pantomimes  obtained  the  ho- 
who  might  have  allowed  the  name  of  trage-  nournlsle  name  of  χ»^<ισα<ρα\.•,  and  it  was  re- 
dies  to  the  Brutus  and  the  Decius  of  Pacuvius,  quired,  that  they  ihould  be  converfant  with 
or  to  the  Cato  of  iVIaternus.  The  Oilama,  almoil  every  art  and  fcience.  Burette  (in  the 
afcribed  to  one  of  the  Senecas,  ftill  remains  Memoires  «Je  I'Acadomie  des  Infcriptions, 
a  very  unfavourable  fpecimen  of  Roman  torn.  i.  p.  127,  &c.)  !^as  given' 4  fliort  hif- 
tragedy.  tory  of  the  art  of  pantomimes. 

"^  In  the  time  of  Quintilian  and  Pliny,         '+  Ammianus,  1.  xiv.  c.  6.  He  complains, 

a  tragic  poet  was  reduced   to   the  imperfeft  with  decent  indignation,    that  the  ftreets  of 

method  of  hiring  a  great  room,  and  reading  Rome  were   filled  widi  crowds  of  females. 
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It  Is  faid,  that  the  foolilh  ciiriofity  of  Elagabahis  attempted  to  C  Η  A  p. 
difcover,  from  the  quantity  of  fpiders  webs,  the  number  of  the  in-  '.  ,  _■ 
habitants  of  Rome.     Λ  more  rational  method  of  enquiry  mieht  not  PopuO^infii 

ί       y         ο  of  Rome. 

have  been  undeferving  of  the  attention  of  the  wifeft  princes,  who 
could  eafily  have  refolved  a  qucftion  fo  important  for  the  Roman 
government,  and  fo  intcrcftlng  to  fucceeding  ages.  The  births  and 
deaths  of  the  citizens  were  duly  regiftered ;  and  if  any  writer  of  an- 
tiquity had  condefcended  to  mention  the  annual  amount,  or  the 
common  average,  we  might  now  produce  fome  fatisfadory  calcula- 
tion, \vhich  would  deftroy  the  extravagant  aflertions  of  critics,  and 
perhaps  confirm  the  modeft  and  probable  conjedlures  of  philofo- 
phers  ^\  The  moil  diligent  refearches  have  coUedled  only  the  fol- 
lowing circumftances  ;  which,  flight  and  imperfedt  as  they  are,  may 
tend,  in  fome  degree,  to  illuftrate  the  queftion  of  the  populoufnefs 
of  ancient  Rome.  I.  AVhen  the  capital  of  the  empire  was  befieged 
by  the  Goths,  the  circuit  of  the  walls  was  accurately  meafured,  by 
Ammonius,  the  mathematician,  vv'ho  found  it  equal  to  twenty-one 
miles  ''^  It  ihould  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  form  of  the  city  was 
almoft  that  of  a  circle  ;  the  geometrical  figure  Avhich  is  known  to 
contain  the  largeft  fpace  within  any  given  circumference.  II.  The 
archite£t  Vitruvius,  who  flourilhed  in  the  Auguftan  age,  and  whofe 
evidence,  on  this  occafion,  has  peculiar  weight  and  authority,  ob- 
ferves,  that  the  innumerable  habitations  of  the  Roman  people  would 
have  fpread  themfelves  far  beyond  the  narrow  limits  of  the  city  ;  and 
that  the  want  of  ground,  which  was  probably  contradled  on  every 

who  might  !iave  given  children  to  the  ftate,  ftrango  dreams  of  four,  or  eight,  or  fourteen 

but  whofe  only  occupation  was   to  curl  and  millions  in  Rome.  Mr.  Hume  (Eilays,  vol.  i. 

drefs  their  hair,  and  jaftari  volubilibus  gyris,  p.  450  -457.),  with  admirablegood  fenfeand 

dum    exprimunt  innumera   iimulacra,     qua;  fcepticifm,  betrays  fome  fecrct  difpofition  to 

finxere  fabuls  theatrales.  extenuate  the  populoufnefs  of  ancient  times. 

*'  Lipfuis  (torn.  iii.  p.  423.  de  Magnitud.         '''^  Olympiodor.   ap.   Phot.   p.    197.     See 

Jlomana,  1.  iii.  c.  3.)  and  Ifaac  Voilius  (Ob-  Fabricius,  Bibl.  Grsc.  torn.  ix.  p.  400. 
Jervat.    Var.    p.    26—34.)    have    indulged 

Vol.  Ill,  F  f  fide 
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CHAP.    i]Je  by  gardens  and  villas,  fiiggefted  the  common,  diougli  inccnvc- 

s , '    nient,  praflice  of  raifing  the  houles  to  a  coafiderable  height  in  the 

ail• ''.  But  the  loftinefs  of  thefc  buildings,  which  often  confifted  of 
hafty  work,  and  infiifiicient  materials,  Avas  the  caufe  of  frequent  and 
fatal  accidents;  and  it  was  repeatedly  enadled  by  Auguftus,  as  well 
as  by  Nero,  that  the  height  of  private  edifices,  within  the  walls  of 
Rome,  ihould  not  exceed  the  raeafure  of  fsventy  feet  from  the 
ground  "^  IIL  Juvenal  "  laments^  as  it  ihould  feem  from  his  own 
cicperience,.  the  hardlhips  of  the  poorer  citizens,  to  whom  he  ad- 
dreiles  the  falutaiy  advice  of  emigrating,  without  delay,  from  tlue 
fmoke  of  Rome;  fmce  they  m.ight  purchafe,  in  the  little  towns  of 
Italy,  a  cheerful  commodious  dwelling,  at  the  fame  price  which  they 
annually  paid  for  a  dark  and  miferable  lodging.  Houfe-rerJ:  wris 
therefore  immoderately  dear  :  the  rich  acquired,  at  an  enormous 
expence,  the  ground^  which  they  covered  with  palaces  and  gardens  ^ 
but  the  body  of  the  Roman  people  was  crowded  into  a  narrow 
fpace ;  and  the  different  floors,  and  apartment?,  of  the  fame  houfes- 
were  divided,  as  it  is  ftill  the  cuftom  of  Paris,  and  other  cities,  among 
feveral  families  of  plebeians.     IV.  The  total  number  of  houfes  in 

*'  In  ea  autem  maje.late  urbis,  et  civium         Ultimus  ardebit,  quern  tegula  fola  tuetur 
infinitii  frequtntiairmumerabiles  habitationes         Λ  pltiviil.  Juvenal.  Satir.  Hi.  199. 

opus  fui:  explicare.     Ergo  cum  recipere  non         «9  Read  the  whole  third  fatire,  but  parti- 

poflet  area  plana  tantam    multitudincm  in  cularly  i66.  223,  &c.    The  defcription  of  * 

iirbe,    ad    auxilium    akitudinis    ^Ediftciorum  crowded  in/ula,  or  lodging-iioufe,  in  Petro- 

res  ipfa  cot'git  devenire.  Vitruv.  ii.  8.    This  nius  (c.  95.  97.).  perfeilly  tallies   vvith  the 

pailuge,  which   I    owe    to  Voffius,    is    clear,,  complaints   of  Juvenal;  and  we  Icarn   fronx 

fiVong,  and  comprehenfive.  legal  authority,  that,  in  the  time  of  Auguftus 

*'  The    fucceflive    teftimonies    of  Pliny,  (Heineccius,  Hift.    Juris   Roman,   c.  iv.  p. 

Ariilides,  Claudian,  Rutilius,  &c.  prove  the  181.),  the  ordinary  rent  of  the  feveral  caena- 

infufficiency  of  thefe  rellriflive  edifts.     See  at/a,  or  apartments   of  an    ίηβ/α,  annually 

Lipfius,    de   Magnitud.  Romana,    1.  iii.  c.  produced  forty  thoufand  fefterces,   betweei;. 

i.  three  and  four  hundred  pounds  ilerling  (Pan- 

— — Tabulata  tibi  jam  tertiafumant  deft.   1.  xix.  tit.  ii.  N"  30.) ;  a  fum  which. 

Tu  ncfcis  1  nam  fi  gradibus  trepidatiir  ab  proves  at  once  the  large  extent,  and  high 

jmis  value,  of  thofe  common  buildings. 
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file  fourteen  regions  of  the  city,  is  accurately  ftated  in  the  dcfcriptlon  ^  J^A  ^' 
•of  Rome,  compered  under  the  reign  of  Theodofms,  and  they  ■— — \ — ~^ 
amount  to  forty-eight  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty-two '". 
The  two  claifes  of  domus  and  of  tnfuL•'^  into  which  they  are  divided, 
include  all  the  habitations  of  the  capital,  of  every  rank  and  condition, 
from  the  marble  palace  of  the  Anicii,  with  a  numerous  eftabliihment 
of  freedmen  and  flaves,  to  the  lofty  and  narroΛV  lodging-houfe,  where 
the  poet  Codrus,  and  his  wife,  were  permitted  to  hire  a  wretched  garret 
immediately  under  the  tiles.  If  ive  adopt  the  fame  average,  w-hich, 
under  fimilar  circumftances,  has  been  found  applicable  to  Paris  ",  and 
indifferently  allow  about  twenty-five  perfons  for  each  houfe,  of  every 
degree,  we  may  fairly  eftimate  the  inhabitants  of  Rome  at  twelve 
hundred  thoufand  ;  a  number  which  cannot  be  thought  exceffive  for 
the  capital  of  a  mighty  empire,  though  it  exceeds  the  populoufnefs 
of  the  greateft  cities  of  modern  Europe  ^\ 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  Rome  under  the  reign  of  Honorius ;   at  the   Ρ>>"Λ  ufge  of 
time  when  the  Gothic  army  formed  the  fiege,  or  rather  the  blockade,   Goths,  ' 
of  the  city  ".     By  a  fkilful  difpofition  of  his  numerous  forces,  who   ^'       ^'^'^' 
impatiently  watched   the  moment  of  an  aifault,  Alaric  encompafied 
the  walls,  commanded  the   twelve  principal  gates,    intercepted   all 
communication  with  the  adjacent  country,  and  vigilantly  guarded  the 
navigation  of  the  Tyber,  from  which  the  Romans  derived  the  fureil 

'°  This   fum   total  is  compofed  of  1780  from  that  which  Μ  Erotier,  the  lail  eJitnrof 

d'jmus,  or  great  houfes,  of  46,602. //ί/;<Λί>,  or  Tacitus  (to.T,.  ii.  p.  380.),  has  afTumed  from 

plebeian  habitations    (See    Nardini,    Roma  fimilar  principles;   though   he  feems  to  aim 

Antica,  1.  iii.  p.   SS.)  ;  and  thefc  numbers  at  a  degree  of  precifion,  which  it  is  neither 

are  afcertained  by  the  agreement  cf  the  texts  poflible  nor  important  to  obtain, 
of  the  difterent  Notitice,     Nardini,    1.   viii.          "  for    the  events    of   the    firft   fifge    of 

p.  .',98.  500.  Rome,    which    are   often    confounded   vviih 

^' See  that  accurate  writer  M.  de  Meifance,  thofe  of  the  fecond  and  third,  fee  Zofimus, 

Recherchcs  fur  la  Population,  p.   175  —  187.  J.   v.  p.   350  —  354.    Sozomen,  .1.  ix.  c.   6. 

Prom  probable,  or  certain  grounds,  he  aiiigns  Olympiodorus,    ap.    Phot.   p.    i8o.     Philo- 

io  Paris  23,565  houfes,  71,114  families,  and  ftorgius,  1.  xii.  c.  3.  and  Godefroy,  DLTertat. 

J76, 630  inhabitants.  P•  +67 — 475. 

^*  This  computation  is  not  very  different 

F  f  2  and 
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Η  Λ  P.    and  moil  plentiful  fupply  of  proviilons.     The  firil  emotions  of  the 
.J»    nobles,  and  of  the  people,  were  thofe  of  fui-prife  and  indignation 
that  a  vile  Barbarian  ihould  dare  to  infult  the  capital  of  the  world : 
but  their    arrogance  was   foon    humbled  by  misfortune  ;  and  their 
unmanly  rage,  inftead  of  being  direfted  againft  an  enemy  in  arms, 
was  meanly  exercifed  on   a  defencelefs  and  innocent  vidlim.     Per- 
haps   in    the    perfon    of    Serena,     the    Romans    might    have    re- 
fpeded  the   niece  of  Theodofms,  the  aunt,  nay  even  the  adoptive 
mother,  of  the  reigning  emperor  :  but  they  abhorred  the  widow  of 
Stilicho ;  and  they  liftened  with  credulous  paffion  to  the  tale  of  ca- 
lumny, which  accufed  her  of  maintaining  a  fecret  and  criminal  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  Gothic  invader.     Aduated,  or  overawed,  hy 
the  fame  popular  frenzy,  the  fenate,  without  requiring  any  evidence 
of  her  guilt,  pronounced  the   fentence  of  her  death.     Serena   was 
ignominioufly  ftrangled;  and  the  infatuated  multitude  were  ailonifhed 
to  find,  that  this  cruel  ad  of  injuftice  did  not  immediately  produce 
Famine.      the  retreat  of  the  Barbarians,  and  the  deliverance  of  the  city.     That 
unfortunate  city  gradually  experienced  the  diftrefs  of  fcarcity,  and  at 
length  the  horrid  calamities  of  famine.    The  daily  allowance  of  three 
pounds  of  bread  was  reduced  to  one-half,  to  one-third,   to  nothing  ; 
and  the  price  of  corn  ftill  continued  to  rife  in  a  rapid  and  extrava- 
gant proportion.     The  poorer  citizens,  Avho  were  unable  to  purchafc 
the  neceffaries  of  life,    foliclted  the  precarious  charity  of  the  rich  ; 
and  for  a  while  the  public  mifery  was  alleviated  by  the  humanity  of 
Lseta,  the  widow  of  the  emperor  Gratian,  who  had  fixed  her  refi- 
dence  at  Rome,  and   confecrated,  to  the  ufe   of  the   indigent,  the 
princely  revenue,  which   flie  annually   received  from   the   grateful 
fucceflbrs  of  herhufband  ".     But  thefe  private  and  temporary  dona- 
tives Avere  infufficient  to  appeafe  the  hunger  of  a  numerous  people; 

'•*  The  mother  of  Lxta  was  named  PiiTumena.     Her  father,  family,  and   country  are 
unknown.     Ducange,  Fam.  Byzantin.  p.  59. 

3  and 
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and  the  progrels  of  famine  Invaded  the  marble  palaces  of  the  fenatcrs    ^  l\  ^  ^• 

themfelves.     The  perfons  of  both  fexes,  who  had  been  educated  in   > .— j 

the  enjoyment  of  eafe  and  hixury,  difcovered  how  Httle  is  requifite 
to  fupply  the  demands  of  natm-e ;  and  laviihed  their  unaA^aihng 
treafures  of  gold  and  fih^er,  to  obtain  the  coarfe  and  fcanty  fuftenance 
which  they  would  formerly  have  rejeflied  with  difdain.  The  food 
the  moft  repugnant  to  fenfe  or  imagination,  the  aliments  the  moil 
unwholefome  and  pernicious  to  the  conilitution,  were  eagerly  de- 
voured, and  fiercely  difputed,  by  the  rage  of  hunger.  A  dark 
fulpicion  was  entertained,  that  fome  defperate  wretches  fed  on  the 
bodies  of  their  fellow-creatures,  whom  they  had  fecretly  murdered  ; 
and  even  mothers  (fuch  was  the  horrid  conflid  of  the  two  moft 
powerful  inftindls  implanted  by  nature  in  the  human  breaft),  even 
mothers  are  faid  to  have  tailed  the  flefh  of  their  flaughtered  infants  " ! 
Many  thoufands  of  the  inhabitants  of  Rome  expired  in  their  houfes.  Plague, 
or  in  the  ilreets,  for  want  of  fuilenance ;  and  as  the  public  fepul- 
chres  without  the  walls  were  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  the 
flench,  which  arofe  from  fo  many  putrid  and  unburied  carcafTes,  in- 
feited  the  air ;  and  the  miferies  of  famine  were  fucceeded  and  ag- 
gravated by  the  contagion  of  a  peftilential  difeafe.  The  afTurances  of 
fpeedy  and  effeftual  relief,  which  were  repeatedly  ti-anfmitted  from 
the  court  of  Ravenna,  fupported,  for  fome  time,  the  fainting  re- 
folution  of  the  Romans,  till  at  length  the  defpair  of  any  human  aid 
tempted  them  to  accept  the  offers  of  a  prceternatural  deliverance.  Superfticion, 
Pompeianus,  prcefedl  of  the  city,  had  been  perfuaded,  by  the  art  or 
fanaticifm  of  fome  Tufcan  diviners,  that,  by  the  myilerious  force  of 

"  Ad  nefandos  clbos  erupit  efurientium  the  fieges  of  Jerufalem  and  Paris.     For  the 

rabies,  et    fua   invicem    membra  laniarunt,  latter,  compare  the  tenth  book  of  the  Hen-     » 

dum  mater  non  parcit  laftenti  infantias  ;  et  riade,   and  the  Journal  de  Henri  IV.   tom.  i. 

recipit   utero,    quem    paullo    ante  effuderat.  p.47  — 83. ;  and  obferve  that  aplain  narrative 

Jerom  ad  Principiam,  tom.  i.  p.  121.     The  of  fafts   is    much    more   pathetic,   than    the 

fame  horrid  circumftance  is  liiiewife  told  of  moft  laboured  defcriptions  of  epic  poetry. 

fpells 
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^  Jv-\^*  A^^^'•^  ^^'^  facrifices,  they  could  extrail  the  Ughtuing  from  the  clciicls, 
».— -v--—»  and  point  thofe  celeftial  fires  agahift  the  camp  of  the  Barbarians  '*. 
The  important  fecret  was  communicated  to  Innocent,  the  biihop  of 
Rome  ;  and  the  fucceflbr  of  St.  Peter  is  accufed,  perhaps  without 
foundation,  of  preferring  the  fafety  of  the  repubUc  to  the  rigid  fe- 
verity  of  the  Chriftian  worlhip.  But  when  the  queftion  was  agi- 
tated in  the  fenate;  when  it  was  propoled,  as  an  eifential  condition» 
that  thofe  facrifices  ihould  be  performed  in  the  Capitol,  by  the  au- 
thority, and  in  the  prefence  of,  the  magiftrates;  the  majority  of  that 
rcfpedtable  aifembly,  apprehenfive  either  of  the  Divine,  or  of  the 
Imperial,  difpleafure,  refufed  to  join  in  an  adt,  which  appeared 
ahnoft  equiA'-alent  to  the  public  reftoration  of  Paganifm  ". 
Alaric  ac-  The  laft  refource  of  the  Romans  was  in  the  clemency,  or  at  leaft 

cepts  a  ran- 

fom,  and  in  the  moderation,  of  the  king  of  the  Goths.  The  fenate,  who  in 
ϋ^α",  this  emergency  affumed  the  fupreme  powers  of  government,  appointed 

A.  D.  409.  ^^,^  ambaiTadors  to  negociate  M'ith  the  enemy.  This  important  tmil 
was  delegated  to  Bafilius,  a  fenator,  of  Spanifli  extradlion,  and  al- 
ready confpicuous  in  the  adminiftration  of  provinces  ;  and  to  John, 
the  firfl:  tribune  of  the  notaries,  v^'ho  was  peculiarly  qualified,  by 
his  dexterity  in  bufinefs,  as  well  as  by  his  former  intimacy  M'ith  the 

""^  Zofimus  (1.  V,  p.  355,  36.)  ipcaks  of  ceflion    on  the  calends  of   March,  derived 

thefe  ceremonies,  like  a  Greek  anacqUainted  their  origin  from  this  myfterious  event  (Ovid. 

with  the  national    fuperftition  of  Rome  and  Fall.  iii.    259  —  398.).     It  was  probably  de- 

Tufcany.     I  fufpeft,   that  they  confided   of  figned  to  revive  this  ancient  feitival.  which 

two  parts,  the  fecret,  and   the  public  ;  the  had  been  Uipprefied  by  Theodofius.     In  that 

former  were  probably  an  imitation  of  the  arts  cafe, we  lecover  a  chronological  date  (March 

and  fpclls,  by  which  Numa  had  drawn  dowa  t!:•,•  ift,  A.  D.  409.)  which  has  not  hitherto 

Jupiter  and   his  thunder  on   Mount   Avea-  been  obferved. 

tine.  "  Sozomen   (1.  ix,  c.  6.)  infinuates,  that 

Qnid  agant  laqucis,   qua;  caniiina  the  experiment  was  aftual'y,  though  unfuc- 

dicant  cefsfully,  made;  but  he  does  not  mention 

Quaque    trahant    fuperis    fcdibiis    arte  the  name  of  Innocent :  and  Tillemont  (Mem. 

Jovem  licclef.  torn.  x.  p.  645  )  is  determined   not 

Scire  nei".is  honiini.  to  believe,  thr.t  a  pope  could  be  guilty  of 

'  The  αχαίϊα,  or  ihields  of  Mars,  the  figmra  fuch  impious  condefcenfion. 


Jm^eril,  which  were  carried  in  folemn 


Gothic 
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Gothic  prince.     AVhen  they  were  introduced  into  his  prefence,   they    ^-J,^,.\ 

declared,  perhaps  in   a  more   lofty  ftyle  than   became   their  abjedl    v^ v-— 

condition,  that  the  Romans  were  refolved  to  maintain  their  dignity, 
either  in  peace  or  war  ;  and  that,  if  Alaric  rcfufed  them  a  flur 
and  honourable  capitulation,  he  might  found  his  trumpets,  and 
prepare  to  give  battle  to  an  innumerable  people,  exercifed  in  ann.-i, 
and  animated  by  defpair.  *'  The  thicker  the  hay,  the  eaher  h 
"  is  mowed,"  \vas  the  concife  reply  of  the  Barbarian ;  and  this 
ruftic  metaphor  was  accompanied  by  a  loud  and  infulting  laugh, 
expreffive  of  his  contempt  for  the  menaces  of  an  unwarlike  popu- 
lace, enervated  by  luxury  before  they  were  emaciated  by  famine. 
He  then  condefcended  to  fix  the  ranfom.,  which  he  would  accept  as 
the  price  of  his  retreat  from  the  walls  of  Rome :  al/  the  gold  and 
filver  in  the  city,  whether  it  were  the  property  of  the  ftate,  or  of 
individuals  ;  all  the  rich  and  precious  moveables  ;  and  all  the  ilaves 
who  could  prove  their  title  to  the  name  of  Bai-barians.  The  mi-' 
nifters  of  the  fenate  prefumed  to  aik,  in  a  modeft  and  fuppliant  tone, 
"  If  fuch,  Ο  King^,  are  your  demands,  what  do  you  intend  to  leave 
"  us?"  "YouK  LIVES;"  replied  the  haughty  conqueror:  they 
trem.bled,  and  retired.  Yet  before  they  retired,  a  fliort  fufpenfion 
of  arms  was  granted,  which  allowed  fome  time  for  a  more  temperate 
negociation.  The  ftern  features  of  Alaric  were  infenfibly  relaxed  ;  he 
abated  much  of  the  rigour  of  his  terms  ;  and  at  fength  confented 
to  raife  the  fiege,  on  the  immediate  payment  of  five  ihoufand  pounds 
of  gold,  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds  of  filver,  of  four  thoufand  robes 
of  filk,  of  three  thoufand  pieces  of  fine  fcarkt  cloth,  and  of  three 
thoufand  pounds  weight  of  pepper  '\     But  the  public   treafury  was 

exhaufted  ; 

"  Pepper  was    a    favourite   Ingredient  of    Natur.  xli.  14.     It  was  brought  from  India  ; 
tlie  moft  expenfive  Roman  cookery,  and  the     and  the  fame  counti  v,  the  coait  of  Malabar, 
bell  fort  commonly  fcld   for  fifteen  denarii,     ftill  aiTords   the  greateil  plenty  :   but  the  im- 
cr  ten  ftiillings^  the  pound.    See  Pliny,  Hirt.    provement  of  trade  and  navigation  has  mul- 
tiplied 
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C  II  Λ  P.  exhauiled  ;  the  annual  rents  of  the  great  cftates  hi  Italy  and  the 
». — ■y/-mmmJ  provinces,  were  intercepted  by  the  calamities  of  war ;  the  gold  and 
gems  had  been  exchanged,  dming  the  famine,  for  the  vileft  fufte- 
nance ;  the  hoards  of  fecret  wealth  were  ftill  concealed  by  the  obfti- 
nacy  of  avarice  ;  and  fome  remains  of  confecrated  fpoils  afforded 
the  only  refource  that  could  avert  the  impending  ruin  of  the  city. 
As  foon  as  the  Romans  had  fatisfied  the  rapacious  demands  of  Ala-r 
ric,  they  were  reilored,  in  fome  meafure,  to  the  enjoyment  of  peace 
and  plenty.  Several  of  the  gates  were  cautioufly  opened;  the  import- 
ation of  provifions  from  the  river,  and  the  adjacent  country,  was 
'  no  longer  obftruded  by  the  Goths ;  the  citizens  reforted  in  crowds 
to  the  free  market,  which  was  held  during  three  days  in  the  fuburbs^ 
and  while  the  merchants  who  undertook  this  gainful  trade,  made  a 
confiderable  profit,  the  future  fubiiftence  .of  the  city  was  fecured  by 
the  ample  magazines  which  were  depofited  in  the  public  and  private 
granaries.  A  more  regular  difcipline,  than  could  have  been  expected, 
was  maintained  in  the  camp  of  Alaric ;  and  the  wife  Barbarian 
juilified  his  regard  for  the  faith  of  treaties,  by  the  juft  feverity  with 
which  he  chafcifed  a  party  of  licentious  Goths,  who  had  infulted 
fome  Roman  citizens  on  the  road  to  Oftla.  His  army,  enriched. by 
the  contributions  of  the  capital,  ilowly  advanced  into  the  fair  and 
fruitful  province  of  Tuicany,  where  he  propofed  to  eftabUfh  his 
winter-quarters  ;  and  the  Gothic  ftandard  became  the  refuge  of  forty 
■thoufand  Barbarian  ilaves,  who  had  broke  their  chains,  and  afpired, 
under  the  command  of  their  great  deliverer,  to  revenge  tlie  injuries, 
and  the  difgrace,  of  their  cruel  fervitude.  About  the  fame  time, 
he  received  a  more  honourable  reinforcement  of  Goths  and  Huns, 
whom  Adolphus  "",  the   brother  of  his  wife^  had  conduced,   at  his 

preffing 

dlplied  the  quantity,  and  re.luced  the  price.  '"  This  Gothic  chieftain  is  called  by  Jor- 
See  Hilloire  Politique  et  Philofophique,  &c.  •  nandrs  and  ICidore,  ^ώαίΐί/i/.'us  ;  byZofiinu.i 
iom.  i.  p.  457.  and  Orofms,  Jtaulfhiis ;    and  by   Olympiu- 

donis 
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preffing  invitation,  from  the  banks  of  the  Danube  ίο  tliofe  of  the 
Tyber  ;  and  who  had  cut  their  way,  with  feme  difliculty  and  lofs, 
through  the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  Imperial  troops.  Λ  vidorious 
leader,  who  united  the  daring  fpirit  of  a  Barbarian  with  the  art 
and  difcipUne  of  a  Roman  general,  was  at  the  head  of  an  hundred 
thoufand  fighting  men ;  and  Italy  pronounced,  with  terror  and  re- 
fpeiil,  the  formidable  name  of  Alaric". 

At  the  diftance  of  fourteen  centuries,  we  may  be  fatisfied  with 
relating  the  military  exploits  of  the  conquerors  of  Rome,  without 
prefuming  to  inveftigate  the  motives  of  their  political  condud.  In 
the  midft  of  his  apparent  profperity,  Alaric  was  confcious,  perhaps, 
of  fome  fecret  weaknefs,  feme  internal  defedl ;  or  perhaps  the  mo- 
deration which  he  difplayed,  was  intended  only  to  deceive  and  dif- 
arm  the  eafy  credulity  of  the  minifters  of  Honorius.  The  king  of 
the  Goths  repeatedly  declared,  that  it  was  his  defire  to  be  confidered 
as  the  friend  of  peace,  and  of  the  Romans.  Three  fenators,  at  his 
earneft  requeft,  were  feat  ambafiadors  to  the  court  of  Ravenna,  to 
folicit  the  exchange  of  hoilages,  and  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  ; 
and  the  propoilils,  Λvhich  he  more  clearly  exprefled  during  the  courfe 
of  the  negociations,  could  only  infpire  a  doubt  of  his  fmcerity,  as 
they  might  feem  inadequate  to  the  ftate  of  his  fortune.  The  Bar- 
barian ftill  afpired  to  the  rank  of  mafter-general  of  the  armies  of 
the  Weft  ;  he  ftipulated  an  annual  fubfidy  of  corn  and  money ;  and 
he  chofe  the  provinces  of  Dalmatia,  Noricum,  and  Venetia,  for  the 
feat  of  his  new  kingdom,  which  would  have  commanded  the  im- 
portant communication  between  Italy  and  the  Danube.  If  thefe 
modeft  terms  ihould  be  reje£led,  Alaric  ihcwed  a  difpofition  to  relin- 

dorus,  Adaoulphus.  I  have  ufed  the  celebrnted  mans,  &c.  is  taken  from  Zofimus,  1.  v.  p. 

name  oi  AJolphus,  which  feems  to  be  autho-  354.,  355.  358,  359.  362,   363.     The  ^ddi- 

ri/ed  by  the  practice  of  the  Swedes,  the  fons  tional  circumftances  are  too  few  and  trifling 

or  brothers  of  the  ancient  Goths.  to  require  any  other  quotation. 
«°  The  treaty  between  Alaric  and  the  Ro- 
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CHAP,     quiili  his  pecuniary  demands,  and  even  to  content  himfelf  with  the 

«w— V '    poilciTion   of  Noricum  ;    an  exhaufted  and   impoveriihed   country, 

perpetually  expofed  to  the  inroads  of  the  Barbarians  of  Germany*'. 
But  the  hopes  of  peace  were  difappointed  by  the  weak  obftinacy,  or 
"  interefted  views,  of  the  minifter  Olympius.  Without  liftening  to 
the  falutary  remouilrances  of  the  fenate,  he  difmifled  their  ambafla- 
dors  under  the  conduit  of  a  military  efcort,  too  numerous  for  a  re- 
tinue of  honour,  and  too  feeble  for  an  army  of  defence.  Six 
thoufand  Dalmatians,  the  flower  of  the  Imperial  legions,  were  or- 
dered to  march  from  Ravenna  to  Rome,  through  an  open  countr)^, 
which  was  occupied  by  the  formidable  myriads  of  the  Barbarians. 
Thefe  brave  legionaries,  encompaifed  and  betrayed,  fell  a  facrifice 
to  minifterial  folly ;  their  general  Valens,  with  an  hundred  foldiers, 
efcaped  from  the  field  of  battle ;  and  one  of  the  ambaifadors,  who 
could  no  longer  claim  the  protedion  of  the  law  of  nations,  was 
obliged  to  purchafe  his  freedom  with  a  ranfom  of  thirty  thoufand 
pieces  of  gold.  Yet  Alaric,  inftead  of  refenting  this  a£t  of  impotent 
hoftility,  immediately  renewed  his  propofals  of  peace :  and  the  fecond 
embafly  of  the  Roman  fenate,  which  derived  weight  and  dignity 
from  the  prefence  of  Innocent,  biihop  of  the  city,  was  guarded 
from  the  dangers  of  the  road  by  a  detachment  of  Gothic  fol- 
diers '*. 
Char.ge  and  Olympius  *'  might  have  continued  to  Infult  the  juft  refentment  of 
a  people,  who  loudly  accufed  him  as  the  author  of  the  public  cala- 
mities ;  but  his  power  was  undermined  by  the  fecret  intrigues  of  the 
palace.  The  favourite  eunuchs  transferred  the  government  of  Ho- 
norius,  and  the  empire,  to  Jovius,  the  Praetorian  priefeA  ;   an  un- 

"  Zofimus,  1.  V»  p.  367,  368,  369.  *^  For  the  adventures  of  Olympius,  and 

•^  Zofimus,  1.  V.  p.  360,  361,  362.  The  his  fucce/Ibrs  in  the  minillry,  fee  Zofimus, 

biihop,  by  remaining  at  Ravenna,   efcaped  1.  v.  p.  363.  365,  366.  and  Olympiodor.  ap. 

the  impending  calamities  of  the  city.     Ο1Ό-  Phot.  p.  180,   181. 

fins,  1.  vii.  c,  39.  p.  573. 

worthy 
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worAy  fervant,  who  did  not  atone,  by  the  merit  of  peribnal  attachment, 
for  the  errors  and  misfortunes  of  his  adminiftration.  The  exile,  or 
efcape,  of  the  guiltyOlympius,  referved  him  for  more  viciflitudes  of  for- 
tune: he  experienced  the  adventures  of  an  obfcure  and  wandering  life; 
he  again  rofe  to  power ;  he  fell  a  fecond  time  into  difgrace ;  his  ears 
were  cut  off;  he  expired  under  the  lafh ;  and  his  ignominious  death 
afforded  a  grateful  fpedacle  to  the  fnends  of  Stilicho.  After  the  re- 
moval of  Olympius,  whole  charadler  λλ^ιβ  deeply  tainted  with  religious 
fanaticifm,  the  Pagans  and  heretics  were  delivered  from  the  impolitic 
profcription,  which  excluded  them  from  the  dignities  of  the  ftate. 
The  brave  Gennerid"'^,  a  foldier  of  Barbarian  origin,  who  ftill  adhered 
to  the  worfhip  of  his  anceftors,  had  been  obliged  to  lay  afide  the 
military  belt :  and  though  he  was  repeatedly  affured  by  the  emperor 
himfelf,  that  laws  were  not  made  for  perfohs  of  his  rank  or  merit, 
he  refufed  to,  accept  any  partial  difpenfation,  and  perfevered  in  ho- 
nourable difgrace,  till  he  had  extorted  a  general  a£t  of  juftice  from 
the  diftrefs  of  the  Roman  government.  The  condud:  of  Gennerid, 
in  the  important  ftation,  to  which  he  was  promoted  or  reftored,  of 
mafter-general  of  Dalmatia,  Pannonia,  Noricum,  and  Rhsetia,  feemed 
to  revive  the  difcipline  and  fpirit  of  the  republic.  From  a  life  of 
idlenefs  and  want,  his  troops  were  foon  habituated  to  fevere  exercife, 
and  plentiful  fubfiftence ;  and  his  private  generofity  often  fupplied 
the  rewards,  which  were  denied  by  the  avarice,  or  poverty,  of  the 
court  of  Ravenna.  The  valour  of  Gennerid,  formidable  to  the  ad- 
jacent Barbarians,  was  the  firmeft  bulwark  of  the  Illyrian  frontier ; 
and  his  vigilant  care  affifted  the  empire  with  a  reinforcement  of  ten 

'+  Zofimus  (I.  V.  p.  364.)  relates  this  cir-  court  of  Ravenna,  to  complain  of  the  law, 

cumftance  with  vifible  complacency,  and  ce-  which  had  been  juft  enailed,   that  all  conver- 

lebrates  the  charailer    of   Gennerid  as  the  fions  to  Chriilianity  fhould  be  free  and  volun- 

laft  glory  of  expiring  paganifm.     Very  dif-  tary.     See  Baronius,   Annal.    Ecclef.  A.  D, 

ferent  were  the  fentiments  of  the  council  of  409.  N°  12.    A.  D.  410.  N°  47,  48. 
Carthage,  who  deputed  four  biihops  to  the 
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CHAP,    thoufand  Huns,  who  arrived  on  the  confines  of  Italy,  attended  by 

XXXI.  J  '  J 

^    -,-   __.    fuch  a  convoy  of  provifions,  and  fuch  a  numerous  train  of  iheep 

and  oxen,  as  might  have  been  fufficient,   not  only  for  the  march  of 
an  army,  but  for  the  fettlement  of  a  colony.     But  the  court  and 
councils  of  Honorius  ftill  remained  a  fceue  of  weaknefs  and  diftrac^ 
tion,  of  corruption  and  anarchy.     Inftigatcd  by  the  praefed  Jovius, 
the  guards  rofe  in    furious  mutiny,  and  demanded  the  heads  of  two 
generals,  and  of  the  two  principal  eunuchs.     The  generals,  under 
a  perfidious  promife  of  fafety,  were  fent  on  iliip-board,    and  pri- 
vately executed ;  while  the  favour  of  the  eunuchs  procured  them  a 
mild  and  fecure  exile  at  Milan  and  Conilantinople.     Eufebius  the 
eunuch,  and  the  Barbarian  Allobich,  fucceeded  to  the  command  of 
the  bed-chamber  and  of   the  guards ;    and  the   mutual  jealoufy  of 
tliefe  fubordinate  minifters  was  the  caufe  of  their  mutual  deftrudlion. 
By  the  infolent  order  of  the  count  of  the  domeftics,  the  great  cham- 
berlain was  ihamefuUy  beaten  to  death  with  flicks,  before   the  eyes 
of  the  aftoniflied  emperor ;  and  the  fubfequent  aflaifination  of  Allo- 
bich, in  the  midft  of  a  public  proceiTion,  is  the  only  circumftance  of 
his  life,    in  which   Honorius   difcovered   the  fainteft    fymptom    of 
courage  or  refentment.     Yet  before  they  fell,  Eufebius  and  Allo- 
bich had  contributed  their  part  to  the  ruin   of  the  empire,  by  op- 
pofmg  the  conclufion  of  a  treaty  which  Jovius,  from  a  felfiih,  and 
perhaps  a  criminal,  motive,  had  negociated  with  Alaric,    in  a  per- 
fonal  interview  under  the  walls  of  Rimini.     During  the  abfence  of 
Jovius,  the  emperor  was  perfuaded  to  aiTume  a  lofty  tone  of  inflexible 
dignity,  fuch  as  neither  his  fituation,  nor  his  charader,  could  enable 
him  to  fupport :  and  a  letter,  figned  with  the  name  of  Honorius,  was 
immediately  difpatched  to  the  Pr.Ttorian  praefed,  granting  him  a  free 
permiffion  to  difpofe  of  the  public  money,  but  fternly  refufmg  to 
prpilitute  the  military  honours  of  Rome  to  the  proud  demands  of  a 
Barbarian.     This  letter  was  imprudently  communicated   to  Alaric 

himfelf : 
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himfelf;   and  the  Goth,  Λvho  in  the  whole  tranfadlion  ha"d  behaved    ^^^^^j^' 

with  temper  and  decency,  exprefled,  in  the  moft  outrageous  language,    • ν ' 

his  Uvely  fenfe  of  tlie  iniult  i'o  wantonly  oftered  to  his  peribn,  and 
to  his  nation.  The  conference  of  Rimini  was  haftily  interrupted  ; 
and  the  pra:fe£t  Jovius,  on  his  return  to  Ravenna,  was  compelled  to 
adopt,  and  even  to  encourage,  the  fafliionable  opinions  of  the  court» 
By  his  advice  and  example,  the  principal  officers  of  the  ftate  and 
army  were  obliged  to  fwear,  that,  without  liftening,  in  iifiy  circum- 
ftances,  to  ^/y  conditions  of  peace,  they  would  ilill  perfevere  in  per- 
petual and  implacable  war  againft  the  enemy  of  the  republic.  This 
rafh  engagement  oppofed  an  infuperable  bar  to  all  future  negociation. 
The  minifters  of  Honorius  were  heard  to  declare,  that,  if  they  had 
only  invoked  the  name  of  the  Deity,  they  would  confult  the  public 
fafety,  and  truft  their  fouls  to  the  mercy  of  Heaven  :  but  they  had 
fworn,  by  the  facred  head  of  the  emperor  himfelf;  they  had  touched,, 
in  folemn  ceremony,  that  auguft  feat  of  majefty  and  wifdom ;  and 
the  violation  of  their  oath  would  expofe  them  to  the  temporal  penalties 
of  facrilege  and  rebellion  ^'. 

While  the  emperor  and  his  court  enjoyed,  with  fullen  pride,  the  Second  fiege 
■  fecurity  of  the  marlhes  and  fortifications  of  Ravenna,  they  abandoned  the  Goths, 
Rome,  almoft  without  defence,  to  the  refentment  of  Alaric.  Yet 
fuch  was  the  moderation  which  he  ftill  preferved,  or  affeded,  that, 
as  he  moved  with  his  army  along  the  Flaminian  Λvay,  he  fucceffively 
difpatched  the  biihops  of  the  towns  of  Italy  to  reiterate  his  oiFers  of 
peace,  and  to  conjure  the  emperor,  that  he  would  fave  the  city  and 

^'  Zofimus,  I'.  V.  p.  367,  368,  369.    This  Tertulllan  complains,  that  it  was  the  only 

cuftom  of  fwearing  by  the  head,  or  life,  or  oath  v/hicli   the  Romans  of  his  time  afFefted 

fifety,  or  genius,  of  the   fovereign,  was  of  to  reverence.     See  an  elegant  Diilertaticn  of 

the  hi^heil  antiquity,    both   in   Egypt  (Ge-  the  Abbe  Maflieu  on  the   Oaths  of  the  Λη- 

nefis  xlii.    15.)    and    Scythia.     It   was    foon  cients,  in  the  l^/Iem.   de   I'Acadeniie  des  Iti- 

transferred,  by  flattery,  to  the  Ca;fars;  and  fcripricns,  torn.  i.  p,  208,209.  ' 
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its  inhabitants  from  hoftile  fire,  and  the  fword  of  the  Barbarians '". 
Thcle  impending  calamities  were  however  averted,  not  indeed  by  the 
wifdom  of  Honorius,  but  by  the  prudence  or  humanity  of  the  Gothic 
king  ;  who  employed  a  milder,  though  not  lefs  effedual,  method 
of  conqueft.  Inftead  of  aflaulting  the  capital,  he  fuccefsfuUy  di- 
reded  his  efforts  againft  the  Port  of  Oftia,  one  of  the  boldeft  and  moft 
ftupendous  works  of  Roman  magnificence  ^\  The  accidents  to  which 
the  precarious  fubfiftence  of  the  city  was  continually  expofed  in  a  win- 
ter-navigation, and  an  open  road,  had  fuggefted  to  the  genius  of  the 
firft  Casfar  the  ufeful  defign,  which  was  executed  under  the  reign  of 
Claudius.  The  artificial  moles,  which  formed  the  narrow  entrance, 
advanced  far  into  the  fea,  and  firmly  repelled  the  fury  of  the  waves, 
while  the  largeft  veiTels  fecurely  rode  at  anchor  within  three  deep 
and  capacious  bafons,  which  received  the  northern  branch  of  the 
Tyber,  about  two  miles  from  the  ancient  colony  of  Oftia  ^\     The 


*"  Zofimus,  1.  V.  p.  368,  369,  I  have 
foftened  the  expreffions  of  Alaric,  who  ex- 
patiates, ill  too  florid  a  manner,  on  the  hif- 
tory  of  Rome. 

"  See  Sueton.  in  Claud,  c.  zo.  Dion  Caf- 
fius,  1.  Ix.  p.  949.  edit.  Relmar.  and  the 
lively  defcription  of  Juvenal,  Satir.  xii. 
7;,  &c.  In  the  fixteenth  century,  when  the 
remains  of  this  Auguftan  port  were  ftill  vi- 
fible,  the  antiquarians  fK.etched  the  plan  (fee 
d'Anville,  Mem.  de  I'Academie  des  Infcrip- 
tions,  torn.  xxx.  p.  198.),  and  declared,  with 
enthufiafm,  that  all  the  monarchs  of  Europe 
would  be  unable  to  execute  fo  great  a  work 
(Bergier,  Hill-  des  grands  Chemins  des  Re- 
mains,  torn.  ii.  p.  356.). 

«"  The  Οβία  Tyberiiia  (fee  Cluver.  Italia 
Antiq.  1.  iii.  p.  870— S79.),  in  the  plural 
number,  the  two  mouths  of  the  Tyber, 
were  feparated  by  the  Holy  liland,  an  equi- 
lateral triangle,  whofe  fides  were  each  of 
them  computed  at  about  two  miles.  The 
colony  of  Oftia  was  founded  immediately  be- 


yond the  left,  or  fouthern,  and  the  Port  im- 
mediately beyond  the  right,  or  northern, 
branch  of  the  river  ;  and  the  diilance  be- 
tween their  remains  meafures  fomething 
more  than  two  miles  on  Cingolani's  map.  In 
the  time  of  Strabo,  the  fand  and  mud  de- 
pofitcd  by  the  Tyber,  had  choked  the  har- 
bour of  Oftia  ;  the  progrefs  of  the  fame  caufe 
has  added  much  to  the  fize  of  the  Holy  liland, 
and  gradually  left  both  Oflia  and  the  Port  at 
a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  fliore.  The 
dry  channels  (fiumi  morti),  and  the  large  ef- 
tuaries  (ftagno  di  Ponente,  de  Levante),  mark 
the  changes  of  the  river,  and  the  efforts  of 
the  fea.  Confult,  for  the  prefent  flate  of  this 
dreary  and  defolate  trad,  the  excellent  map 
of  the  eccefiaftical  ftate  by  the  mathematicians 
of  Benedia  XIV.  ;  an  aftual  furvey  of  the 
Agro  Romano,  in  fix  iheets,  by  Cingolani, 
which  contains  i  ι^,Βι^ηιίί/α  (about  570,000 
acres)  ;  and  the  large  topographical  map  of 
Ameti,  in  eight  Iheets. 

Roman 
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Roman  Fo7't  infenfibly  fwelled  to  the  fize  of  an  epifcopal  city  ^', 
where  the  corn  of  Africa  was  depofited  in  fpacious  granaries  for  the 
life  of  the  capital.  As  foon  as  Alaric  was  in  pofleiTion  of  that  im- 
portant place,  he  fummoned  the  city  to  furrender  at  difcretion  ;  and 
his  demands  were  enforced  by  the  pofitive  declaration,  that  a  re- 
fufal,  or  even  a  delay,  fhould  be  inilantly  followed  by  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  magazines,  on  which  the  life  of  the  Roman  people  de- 
pended. The  clamours  of  that  people,  and  the  terror  of  famine, 
fubdued  the  pride  of  the  fenate  ;  they  liftened,  without  reludance, 
to  the  propofal  of  placing  a  new  em.peror  on  the  throne  of  the  un- 
worthy Honorius  ;  and  the  fufFrage  of  the  Gothic  conqueror'  be- 
ftowed  the  purple  on  Attalus,  prsefedt  of  the  city.  The  grateful 
monarch  immediately  acknowledged  his  proteitor  as  mafter-genei-al 
of  the  armies  of  the  Weft  ;  Adolphus,  with  the  rank  of  count  of  the 
domeftics,  obtained  the  cuftody  of  the  perfon  of  Attalus;  and  the  two 
hoftile  nations  feemed  to  be  united  in  the  clofeft  bands  of  friendihip 
and  alliance '°. 

The  gates  of  the  city  were  thrown  open,  and  the  new  emperor  Attnl 
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of  the  Romans,  encompaffed  on  every  fide  by  the  Gothic  arms,  was  pero^by  ^'e 
conduced,  in  tumultuous  proceflion,  to  the  palace  of  Auguftus  and 
Trajan.  After  he  had  diftributed  the  civil  and  military  dignities 
among  his  favourites  and  followers,  Attalus  convened  an  aifembly 
of  the  fenate  ;  before  whom,  in  a  formal  and  florid  fpeech,  he  af- 
ferted  his  refolution  of  reftoring  the  majefty  of  the  republic,  and  of 

»9  As  esvly  as  the  third,  (Lardner's  Credi-  the  biihop,    who  ranks  as  one  of  fix  cardinal- 

bility    of  the    Gofpel,    part  ii.   vol.   iii.  p.  bilhops  of  the  Roman  church.   See  Efchinard, 

89—92.)   or  at  leaft  the  fourth,  century  (Ca-  Defcrizione  di  Roma  et  dell'  Agro  Romano, 

rol.  a  Sanfto  Paulo,   Notit.  Ecclef.  p.  47.),  p.  328. 

the  Port  of  Rome  was  an  epifcopal  city,  which         ^°  For  the  elevation   of  Attalus,    confult 

wasdemolilhed,  asitlhould  feem,  in  the  ninth  Zofimus,  1.  vi.  p.  377  — 380.    Sozomen,  1.  ix. 

century,  by  pope  Gregory  IV.  duringthein-  c.  8,  9.     Olympiodor.  ap.  Phot.  p.  18-,  181. 

curfions  of  the  Arabs.  It  is  now  reduced  to  an  Philoftorg.  1.  xii.  c.  3.  and  Godefroy,  Dif- 

inn,  a  church,  and  the  houfe,  or  palace,  of  fertat.  p.  470. 

6  uniting 
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uniting  to  the  empire  the  provinces  of  Egypt  and  the  Eail,  which 
had  once  acknowledged  the  fovereignty  of  Rome.  Such  extrava- 
gant promifes  infpired  every  reafonable  citizen  Avith  a  juft  contempt 
for  the  charadler  of  an  unwarlike  ufurper ;  whofe  elevation  was  the 
deepeft  and  moil  ignominious  wound  which  the  republic  had  yet 
furtaincd  from  the  infolence  of  the  Barbarians.  But  the  populace, 
Vv'ith  their  ufual  levity,  applauded  the  change  of  mailers.  The 
public  difcontent  was  favourable  to  the  rival  of  Honorius ;  and  the 
fcdlaries,  oppreifed  by  his  perfeculing  edids,  expe£led  fome  degree 
of  countenance,  or  at  Icafl  of  toleration,  from  a  prince,  Λνΐιο,  in  his 
native  country  of  Ionia,  had  been  educated  in  the  Pagan  fuperfti- 
tjon,  and  who  had  fincc  received  the  facrament  of  baptifm  from  the 
hands  of  an  Arian  biihop  '".  The  firil  days  of  the  reign  of  Attalus 
were  fair  and  profperous.  An  officer  of  confidence  was  fent  with  an 
inconfiderable  body  of  troops  to  fecure  the  obedience  of  Africa ;  the 
greatefl:  part  of  Italy  fubmitted  to  the  terror  of  the  Gothic  powers ; 
and  though  the  city  of  Bologna  made  a  vigorous  and  effedual  re- 
finance, the  people  of  Milan,  diiTatisfied  perhaps  with  the  abfence 
of  Honorius,  accepted,  with  loud  acclamations,  the  choice  of  the 
Roman  fenate.  At  the  head  of  a  formidable  army,  Alaric  conduced 
his  royal  captive  almoft  to  the  gates  of  Ravenna  ;  and  a  folemn  em- 
bafly  of  the  principal  minifters,  of  Jovius,  the  Praetorian  prcefeil,  of 
Valens,  mailer  of  the  cavalry  and  infantry,  of  the  quicilor  Potamius, 
and  of  Julian,  the  firll  of  the  notaries,  was  introduced,  with  martial 
pomp,  into  the  Gothic  camp.  In  the  name  of  their  fovercign,  they 
confented  to  acknowledge  the  lawful  eleSion  of  his  competitor,  and 
to  divide  the  provinces  of  Italy  and  the  Weft  between  the  two  em- 
perors.   Their  propofals  were  rejected  \vith  difdain  ;  and  the  refulal 

»'  We  may  admit  the  evidence  of   Sozo-     difcontent  whicli  he  imputes  to  the  Anician 
men  for  the  Ariau  baptifm,  and  that  of  Phi-     family,  are  very  unfavourable  to  the  Chrifti- 
loftorgius  for  the  Pagan  education,  of  Atta-     anity  of  the  new  emperor. 
lus.     The   vifible  joy  of  Zofimus,  and  the 

5  wq» 
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was  ag•graΛ^^tecl  by  the  infulting  clemency  of  Attalus,  who  conde-    ^^^.^^  ^• 

fcended  to   promife,  that,  if  Honorius  would  inilantly    refign    the    \ r,^ > 

purple,  he  Ihould  be  permitted  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  his  Hfe  in 
the  peaceful  exile  of  fome  remote  illand  '\  So  defperate  indeed 
did  the  fituation  of  the  fon  of  Theodofius  appear,  to  thofe  who  were 
the  beft  acquainted  with  his  ftrength  and  refources,  that  Jovius  and 
Valens,  his  minifter  and  his  general,  betrayed  their  truft,  infamouily 
deferted  the  fmking  caufe  of  their  benefador,  and  devoted  their 
treacherous  allegiance  to  the  fervice  of  his  more  fortunate  rival 
Aftonifhed  by  fuch  examples  of  domeftlc  treafon,  Honorius  trem- 
bled at  the  approach  of  every  fervant,  at  the  arrival  of  every  meflen- 
ger.  He  dreaded  the  fecret  enemies,  who  might  lurk  in  his  capital, 
his  palace,  his  bed-chamber  ;  and  fome  ihips  lay  ready  in  the  har- 
bour of  Ravenna,  to  tranfport  the  abdicated  monarch  to  the  domi- 
nions of  his  infant  nephew,  the  emperor  of  the  Eaft. 

But  there  is  a  Providence  (fuch  at  leaft  was  the  opinion  of  the  He  is  de- 
hiftorian  Procopius '')  that  watches  over  innocence  and  folly ;  and  Akric, 
the  pretenfions  of  Honorius  to  its  peculiar  care  cannot  reafonably  be 
dlfputed.  At  the  moment  when  his  defpair,  incapable  of  any  wife 
or  manly  refolution,  meditated  a  ihameful  flight,  a  feafonable  rein- 
forcement of  four  thoufand  veterans  unexpededly  landed  in  the  port 
of  Ravenna.  To  thefe  valiant  ftrangers,  whofe  fidelity  had  not  been 
corrupted  by  the  factions  of  the  court,  he  committed  the  walls  and 
gates  of  the  city ;  and  the  flumbers  of  the  emperor  were  no  longer 
difturbed  by  the  apprehenfion  of  imminent  and  internal  danger. 
The  favourable  intelligence  which  was  received  from  Africa,  fuddenly 

"•  He  carried  his  infolencefo  far,  as  to  de-  the  ungenerous  propofal   (which  was  nbfo- 

clare,  that  he  fliould  mutilate  Honorius  before  lutely  rejeiled  by  Attalus)  to  the  bafenefs.and 

he  fent  him  into  exile.     But  this  ailertion  of  perhaps  the  treachery,  of  Jovius. 
Zofimus  is  deftroyed  by  the  more  impartial         ''  Procop.  de  Bell.  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  z. 
telHmony  of  Olympiodoru?,  who  attributes 

Vol.  III.  Η  h  changed 
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changed  the  opinions  of  men,  and  the  ftate  of  public  afflilrs.  TIil 
troops  and  officers,  whom  Attains  had  fent  into  that  province,  were 
defeated  and  ilain  ;  and  the  adive  zeal  of  Heraclian  maintained  his 
own  allegiance,  and  that  of  his  people.  The  faithful  count  of  Africa 
tranfmitted  a  large  fum  of  money,  which  fixed  the  attachment  of  the 
Imperial  guards  ;  and  his  vigilance,  in  preventing  the  exportation  of 
corn  and  oil,  introduced  famine,  tumult,  and  difcontent,  into  the 
walls  of  Rome.  The  failure  of  the  Afiican  expedition,  was  the  fource 
of  mutual  complaint  and  recrimination  in  the  party  of  Attalus  ;  and 
the  mind  of  his  protestor  was  infenfibly  alienated  from  the  intereft 
of  a  prince,  who  wanted  fpirit  to  command,  or  docility  to  obey. 
The  moil  imprudent  meafures  were  adopted,  without  the  knowledge,, 
or  againft  the  advice,  of  Alaric  ;  and  the  obftinate  refufal  of  the 
fenate,  to  allow,  in  the  embarkation,  the  mixture  even  of  five  hun- 
dred Goths,  betrayed  a  fufpicious  and  diftruftful  temper,  which,  in 
their  fituation,  was  neither  generous  nor  prudent.  The  refentment 
of  the  Gothic  king  was  exafperated  by  the  malicious  arts  of  Jovius, 
who  had  been  raifed  to  the  rank  of  patrician,  and  who  afterwards 
excufed  his  double  perfidy,  by  declaring,  without  a  blufh,  that  he  had 
only  fccmcd  to  abandon  the  fervice  of  Honorius,  more  efFeilually 
to  ruin  the  caufe  of  the  ufurper.  In  a  large  plain  near  Rimini,  and 
in  the  prefence  of  an  innumerable  multitude  of  Romans  and  Barba- 
rians, the  wretched  Attalus  was  publicly  defpoiled  of  the  diadem  and 
purple ;  and  thofe  enfigns  of  royalty  were  fent  by  Alaric,  as  the 
pledge  of  peace  and  friendihip,  to  the  fon  of  Theodofius  '*.  The 
officers  who  returned  to  their  duty,  were  reinftated  in  their  employ- 
ments, and  even  the  merit  of  a  tardy  repentance  was  gracioufly  al- 

'"'•  See  the  caufe  and  circumftances  of  the  fall  Code,  1.  ix.  tit.  xxxviii.  leg.  ii,  12.  which 

of  Att.-ilus   in   Zofimus,  I.  vi.  p.  380  —  383.  were  publilhed  the   12th  of  February,  and 

Sozomen,  1.  ix-.  c.  8.     Philoilorg.  1.  xii.  c.  3.  the  8th  of  Auguft,  A.  D.  410,  evidently  re- 

The  two  afts  of  indemnity  in  the  Theodofian  late  to  this  uAirper. 

2  lowed : 
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•iof^'ed :  but  the  degraded  emperor  of  the  Romans,  defirous  of  life,  ^JLyr^' 

and  infenfible  of  difgrace,  implored  the  permiffion  of  following  the  ' . ' 

Gothic  camp,  in  the  train  of  a  haughty  and  capricious  Barbarian  ". 

The  degradation  of  Attains  removed  the  only  real  obftacle  to  the  Third  fiege 

°  ^  ^        _  _  and  fack  of 

conclufion  of  the  peace  ;  and  Alaric  advanced  within  three  miles  of  Rome  by  the 
Ravenna,  to  prefs  the  irrefolution  of  the  Imperial  minifters,  Λvhofe  a.  0/410, 
infolence  foon  returned  with  the  return  of  fortune.  His  indigna-  "^'  ^^' 
tion  was  kindled  by  the  report,  that  a  rival  chieftain,  that  Sarus,  the 
perfonal  enemy  of  Adolphus,  and  the  hereditary  foe  of  the  houfe 
of  Balti,  had  been  received  into  the  palace.  At  the  head  of  three  hundred 
followers,  that  fearlefs  Barbarian  immediately  fallied  from  the  gates 
of  Ravenna ;  furprifed,  and  cut  in  pieces,  a  confiderable  body  of 
Goths  ;  re-entered  the  city  in  triumph  ;  and  was  permitted  to  infult 
his  adverfary,  by  the  voice  of  a  herald,  v;ho  publicly  declared,  that 
the  guilt  of  Alaric  had  for  ever  excluded  him  from  the  friendlhip 
and  alliance  of  the  emperor '^  The  crime  and  folly  of  the  court 
of  Ravenna  w^is  expiated,  a  third  time,  by  the  calamities  of  Rome. 
The  king  of  the  Goths,  who  no  longer  diflembled  his  appetite  for 
plunder  and  revenge,  appeared  in  arms  under  the  walls  of  the  ca- 
pital ;  and  the  trembling  fenate,  without  any  hopes  of  relief,  pre- 
pared, by  a  defperate  refiftance,  to  delay  the  ruin  of  their  country. 
But  they  were  unable  to  guard  againft  the  fecret  confpiracy  of  theif 
flaves  and  domeftics  ;  who,  either  from  birth  or  intereft,  were  at•* 
tached  to  the  caufe  of  the  enemy.  At  the  hour  of  midnight,  the 
Salarian  gate  was  filently  opened,  and  the  inhabitants  were  awaken- 
ed by  the  tremendous  found  of  the  Gothic  trumpet.    Eleven  hundred 

''  In  hoc,    Alaricus,    imperatore,    failo,  place  the  text  of  Zofimus  is  mutilated,  and 

infeilo,  refeilo,  ac  defedlo.  .  .  .  Mimum  rifit,  we  have  loft  the  remainder  of  his  iixth  and  lall 

et  ludum  fpeilavit  imperii.     Orofius,  1.  vii.  book,  which  ended  with  the  fack  of  Rome. 

c.  42.  p.  582.  Credulous  and  partial  as  he  is,  we  muft  take 

"^  Zofimus,  1.  vi.  p.  384.     Sozomen,   I.  our  leave  of  that  hiftorian  with  feme  regret. 
ix.  c.  9.     Philoftorgiiis,  1.  xii.  c.  3.     In  this 

Η  h  2  and 
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CHAP,    anj  fixty-three  years  after  the  foundation  of  Rome,  the  Imperial  city, 

N— V '    which  had  fubdued  and  civilifed  fo  coniiderable  a  part  of  mankind, 

Λvas  deHvered  to  the  licentious  fury  of  the  tribes  of  Germany  and 
Scythia  ". 
Rcfpcft  of  The  proclamation  of  Alaric,  when  he  forced  his  entrance  into  a• 

the  Chrlilian  vanquiihcd  city,  difcovered,  however,  fome  regard  for  the  laws  of 
'^'''"'  humanity  and  religion.  He  encouraged  his  troops  boldly  to  feize 
the  rev/ards  of  valour,  and  to  enrich  themfelves  with  the  fpoils  of  a 
wealthy  and  effeminate  people :  but  he  exhorted  them,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  fpare  the  lives  of  the  unrefifting  citizens,  and  to  refpedl  the 
churches  of  the  apoftles,  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  as  holy  aiad  invio- 
lable  ilmctuaries.  Amidfi:  the  horrors  of  a  noiturnal  tumult,  feveral 
of  the  Chriftian  Goths  difplayed  the  fervour  of  a  recent  converfion  ; 
and  fome  inftanccs  of  their  uncommon  piety  and  moderation  arc 
related,  and  perhaps  adorned,  by  the  zeal  of  eccleiiaftical•  writers  °\ 
While  the  Barbarians  roamed  through  the  city  in  queft  of  prey,  the 
humble  dwelling  of  an  aged  virgin,  \vho  had  devoted  her  life  to  the 
fervice  of  the  altar,  was  forced  open  by  one  of  the  powerful  Goths. 
He  immediately  demanded,  though  in  civil  language,  all  the  gold 
and  filver  in  her  polfeffion  ;  and  was  ailonillied  at  the  readinefa  with 
which  ihe  eonduded  him  to  a  fplendid  hoard  of  mafiy  plate,  of  the 
richeft  materials,  and  the  raofl  cui-ious  workmanihip.     The  Barba- 

5'  Adfft  Al.iricus,  trepiiiam    Rotnam   ob-          ^'  Orofius  (1.  vii.  c.  39.  p.  5-3— 576.)  ap- 

fidet,  turb.-it,  irrumpit.  Crofius,  1.  vii.  c.  39•.  plau>1s  the  piety  of  the  ChriiHaii  Goths,  with- 

p.  573.     He   difpatches   this  great   event  in  out  feeming  to  perceive  that  the  greatclt  pa;-i 

ie\en  words;  but  he  employs  whole  pages  in  of  them  were  Arian  heretics.     Joniandes  (r. 

celibrating  the  devotion  of  the  Goths.  I  have  30.  p.  653.).  and  IJidore  of  Seville  (Chrom 

otrafted  from  an  improbable  ftory  of  Proco-  p•  714.  edit.  Grot.),  who  were  both  attached 

pius,   the  circumrtances  wJiich  had  an  air  of  to  the  Gothic  caufe,  have  repealed  and  embel- 

probability.     Procop.   de   BelL  Vandal.  1.  i.  lifted  thefe  edifying  tales.     According  to  Ll- 

c.  2.     He  fuppofes,  that  the  city    was   fur-  dore,   Alaric  himfelf  was  heard  to  fay,  that 

pi  ifcd  \vh  le  the  fenators  flept  in  the  afternoon ;  he  waged  war  with  the  Romans,  and  rot  with 

but  Jercm,    with   more  authority  and   more  tJie  Apollles.     Such   was   the  flyle  of  the  fe- 

rcafon,  affirms,  that  it  was  in  the  night,  noile  venth  century,  two  hundred  years  befcre,  t!;e 

Mcab   cajna  eft;  nofte   cccidit  murus  ejus,  fame  and  merit  had  been  afcribcd,   not  to  the 

torn.  i.  p.  JZl.  ad  Principiam.  apoillcs,   hut  10  Chriil.' 

riaix 
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rian  viewed  with  wonder  and  delight  this  valuable  acquifiticn,  tillhe  CHAP, 
was  interrupted  by  a  ferious  admonition,  addfeiTed  to  him  in  the  ^__-ν~--^ 
following  words:  "  Thefe,  faid  fhe,  are  the  coiifecrated'  veffels  be- 
"  longing  to  St.  Peter ;  if  you  prefume  to  touch  them,  the  facrile-• 
"  gious  deed  will  remain  on  your  conference.  For  my  part,  I  dare"- 
"  not  keep  what  I  am  unable  to  defend."  The  Gothic  captain,- 
ftruck  v/ith.  reverential  awe,  difpatched  a  mefTenger  to  inform  the 
king  of  the  treafure  whicli  he  had  difcovered  ;  and  received  a  peremp- 
tory order  from  Alaric,  that  all  the  conlecrated  plate  and  ornaments^ 
ihould  be  tranfported,  without  damage  or  delay, .  to  the  church  of 
the  apoftle.  From  the  extrenirty,.  perhaps,  of  the  Quirinal  hill, ,  to 
the  diftant  quarter  of  the  \^atiGan,  a  numerous  detachment  of  Goths^.. 
marching  in  order  of  battle  through  the  principal  ftreets, .  pro-- 
tfeiiled,  with  glittering  arms,  the  long  train  of  their  devout-  compa- 
nions, who  bore  aloft,  on  their  heads,  the  facred  vcfiels  of  gold  and 
iilvSr ;  and  the  martial  ihouts  of  the  Barbarians  were  mingled  with 
the  found  of  religious  pfalmody.  From  all  the  adjacent  houfes,  a 
crowd  of  Chriftians  haflened  to  join  this  edifying  proceffion  ;  and  a 
multitude  of  fugitives,  without  dlftin<rtion  of•  age,  or  rank-,  or  even 
of  feft,  had  the  good  fortune  to  efeape  to  the  lecure  and  holpitabie 
fan£luary  of  the  Vatican.  The  learned  v/ork,  concerning  the  Ciij 
of  God^  was  profefledly  ccmpcfed  by  St.  Augufun,  to  juRify  the 
ways  of  Providence  in  the  deftruSion  of  the  Roman-  greatners..  He 
celebrates,  Avlth  peculiar  fatisfadion,  this  memorable  iriuniph  of 
Chrifl; ;  and  infults  his  adverfaries,  by  challenging  them  to  produce 
forae  hmilar  example,  of  a  tcvvrn  taken  by  florm,  in  ν,ΊΰοΙι  the  fa- 
bulous gods  of  antiquity  had  been  able  to  proted  either  thcmfeh-es,  . 
or  their  deluded  votaries". 

t 

"  See   Auguftin,   de   Civitat.   Dei,    1,   i.  c,  i-6,     Hf  pnriiciilarly  apjieals  to -the  ex- 
amples of  Troy,  Syracufe,  and  Taientiim. 
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CHAP.        In  the  fack  of  Rome,  fome  rare  and   extraordinary  examples  of 

XXXI.  /  r 

1 . »    Barbarian  virtue  have  been  defervedly  applauded.    But  the  holy  pre- 

fireof  Rome.  cin£ts  of  the  Vatican,  and  the  apoftolic  churches,  could  receive  a  very 
imall  proportion  of  the  Roman  people :  many  thoufand  warriors, 
more  efpecially  of  the  Huns,  who  ferved  under  the  ftandard  of 
Alaric,  were  ftrangers  to  the  name,  or  at  leaft  to  the  fliith,  of  Chrift; 
and  we  may  fufpe£l,  without  any  breach  of  charity  or  candour, 
that,  in  the  hour  of  favage  licence,  when  every  paffion  v/as  in- 
flamed, and  every  reftraint  was  removed,  the  precepts  of  the  gofpel 
feldom  influenced  the  behaviour  of  the  Gothic  Chrifl;ians.  The  writers, 
the  befl;  difpofed  to  exaggerate  their  clemency,  have  freely  con- 
felTed,  that  a  cruel  flaughter  was  made  of  the  Romans  '°° ;  and  that 
the  fl;reets  of  the  city  were  filled  with  dead  bodies,  Avhich  remained 
without  burial  during  the  general  confliernation.  The  defpair  of  the 
citizens  was  fometimes  converted  into  fury  ;  and  whenever  the 
Barbarians  were  provoked  by  oppofition,  they  extended  the  pro- 
mifcuous  mafl'acre  to  the  feeble,  the  innocent,  and  the  helplefs.  The 
private  revenge  of  forty  thoufand  flaves  was  exercifed  without  pity 
or  remorfe ;  and  the  ignominious  laihes,  which  they  had  formerly 
received,  were  waihed  away  in  the  blood  of  the  guilty,  or  obnoxious, 
families.  The  matrons  and  virgins  of  Rome  were  expofed  to  inju- 
ries more  dreadful,  in  the  apprehenfion  of  chaftity,  than  death  itfelf ; 
and  the  ecclefiaftical  hifliorian  has  felcded  an  example  of  female  virtue, 
for  the  admiration  of  future  ages  '°'.     A   Roman   lady,  of  fingular 

beauty 

•°°  Jerom  (torn.  i.  p.  121.  ad  Principiam,)  ChrilHan   comfort   for  the   death   of  thofe, 

has  applied  to  the  fack  of  Rome  all  the  ftrong  whofe  bodies   (multa  corpora)   had  remained 

expreff.ons  of  Virgil :  (in  tanta  firage)  unburied.     Baroniiis,  from 

Quis  cladem  illius  nodlis,  quisfunerafando,  the    different   writings   of  the   Fathers,  has 

Explicet,  &c.  thrown  fome  light  on  the  fack  of  Rome.    An- 

Procopius  (1.  i.e.  2.)  pofitively  affirms,  that  nal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  410.  N"  16—44., 

great  numbers  were  ilain  by  the  Goths.   Au-  '°'   Sozomen,    1.  ix.  c.  10.     Auguftin  (de 

guHin   (de  Civ.  Dei,    1.  i.  c.  iz,   13.)  oftcrs  Civitat.  Dei,  1.  i.  c.  17.)  intimates,  that  fome 

virgins 
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beauty  and  orthodox  faith,  had  excited  the  impatient  defires  of 
young  Goth,  who,  according  to  the  fagacious  remark  of  Sozomen, 
was  attached  to  the  Arian  herefy.  Exafperated  by  her  obilinate  re- 
fiftance,  he  drew  his  fword,  and,  with  the  anger  of  a  lover,  flightly 
WOunded  her  neck.  The  bleeding  heroine  ftill  continued  to  brave 
his  refentment,  and  to  repel  his  love,  till  the  ravilher  defifted  from 
his  unavailing  efforts,  refpedlfully  conduced  her  to  the  fanftuary  of 
the  Vatican,  and  gave  fix  pieces  of  gold  to  the  guards  of  the  church, 
on  condition  that  they  ihould  reilore  her  inviolate  to  the  arms  of  her 
hufband.  Such  inftances  of  courage  and  generofity  were  not  ex- 
tremely common.  The  brutal  foldiers  fatisfied  their  fenfual  appe- 
tites, without  confulting  either  the  inclination,  or  the  duties,  of  their 
female  captives  :  and  a  nice  queftion  of  cafuiftry  was  ferioufly  agi- 
tated. Whether  thofe  tender  viftims,  who  had  inflexibly  refufed 
their  confent  to  the  violation  which  they  fuftained,  had  loft,  by 
their  misfortune,  the  glorious  crown  of  virginity  '°\  There  were 
other  lofles  indeed  of  a  more  fubftantial  kind,  and  more  general 
concern.  It  cannot  be  prefumed,  that  all  the  Barbarians  were  at  all 
times  capable  of  perpetrating  fuch  amorous  outrages  ;  and  the  want 
of  youth,  or  beaut)^  or  chaftity,  protected  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Roman  women  from  the  danger  of  a  rape.  But  avarice  is  an  in- 
fatiate  and  univerfal  paiTion  ;  fince   the   enjoyment  of  almoft  every 

virgins  or  matrons  aftually  killed  themfelves  c.  i6.  18.  He  treats  the  fubjeil  with  remark- 
to  efcape  violation';  and  though  he  admires  able  accuracy  ;  and  after  admitting  that  there 
their  fpirit,  he  is  obliged,  by  his  theology,  to  cannot  be  any  crime,  where  there  is  no  con- 
condemn  their  rafli  prefumption.  Perhaps  fent,  he  adds,  Sed  quia  non  folum  quod  ad 
the  good  billiop  of  Hippo  uas  too  eafy  in  the  dolorem,  verura  etiam  quod  ad  libidinem,. 
belief,  as  well  as  too  rigid  in  the  cenfure,  of  pertinet,  in  corpore  alieno  perpetrari  poteft  ; 
this  aft  of  female  hercifm.  The  twenty  quicquid  tale  faftum  fuerit,  etfi  retentam 
maidens  (if  they  ever  exijced),  who  threw  conftantiffimo  animo  pudicitiam  non  excutit, 
themfelves  into  the  Elbe,  when  Magdeburgh  pudorem  tamen  incutit,  ne  credatur  faftum- 
was  taken  by  llorm,  have  been  multiplied  to  cum  mentis  etiam  voluntate,  quod  fieri  for- 
the  number  of  twelve  hundred.  See.'arte's  taffe  fine  carnis  aliqua  voluptate  non  potuit, 
Hiltory  of  Guftavus  Adolphus,  vol.  i.  p.  308.  In  c.  18.  he  makes  Tome  curirius  diilinftions 
"^  See  Auguftinj  de    Civitat.   Dei,  1,  i.  between  moral  and  phyfical  viri;inity. 

object 
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C  Η  A  P.    .objed  that   can  afford  pleafurc  to  the  different  tafter,  and  tempers  of 
>_  --^— '..,■■   .mankind,  may   be  procured  by  the   poffeiTion  of  wealth.     In    the 
•pillage   of  Rome,   a  juft  preference  was  given  to  gold  and  jewels, 
which  contain  the  greateft  value  in  the  fmaJleft  compafs  and  weigJit : 
but,  after  theie  portable  riches  had  been  removed  by  the  more  diligent 
robbers,  the  palaces  of  Rome  were  rudely  ftripped  of  their  fplcndid 
and  coRly  furniture.     The  fide-boards  of  maffy  plate,  and  the  varie- 
, gated  wardrobes  of  filk  and  purple,  were   irregularly  piled  in   the 
waggons,  that  always  followed  the  march  of  a  Gothic  ai-my.     The 
moil  exquifite  works  of  art  were  roughly  handled,  or  wantonly  de- 
ftroyed :  many  a  ftatue  was  melted  for  the  fake  of  the  precious  ma- 
terials ;  and  many  a  A^afe,  in  the  divifion  of  the  fpoil,  was  fhivered 
into  fragments   by  the   ftroke  of  a   battle-axe.     The  acquifition  of 
riches  ferved  only  to  ftimulate  the  avarice  of  the  rapacious  Barbarians, 
■who  proceeded,  by  threats,  by  blows,  and  by  tortures,  to  force  from 
their  prifoners  the  confeffion  of  hidden  treafure  '°^     Vifible  fplendour 
and  expence  were  alleged  as  the  proof  of  a  plentiful  fortune  :  the  ap- 
pearance of  poverty  was  imputed  to  a  parfimonious  difpofition  ;  and 
the  obftinacy  of  fome  mifers,  who  endured  the  moft  cruel  torments 
before  they  would  difcover  the  fecret  objedt  of  their  affedion,  was  fatal 
to  many  unhappy  wretches,  who  expired  under  the  laih,  for  refufing 
to  reveal  their  imaginary  treaiures.     The  edifices  of  Rome,  though 
the  damage  has  been  much  exaggerated,  received  fome  injury  from 
the  violence  of  the   Goths.     At  their  entrance  through  the  Salarian 
gate,    they  fired  the   adjacent  houfes  to  guide  their  march,  and  to 
diftrad  the  attention  of  the  citizens  :  the  flames,  which  encountered 
no   obfiiacle   in  the   diforder  of  the  night,  confumed  many  private 

"'  Marcella,  a  Roman  lady,  equally  re-  cipiam.  Sfe  Aiiguftin,  de  Civ.  Dei,  1.  i.  c.  10• 

fpcftable  for  lier   rank,    iier  age,    and  her  The  modern  Sacco  di  Roma,  p.  zoi.  gives 

pietv,  was  thrown  on  the  ground,  and  cruelly  an  idea  of  the  various  methods  of  torturing 

beaten  and  whipped,  cxfam  fuRibus  flagcUif-  prifoners  for  gold, 
que,  &c.     Jerom,  torn.  i.  p.  i2i.  ad  Prin- 
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and  public  buildings;  and  the  ruins  of  the  palace  of  Salluft'"*  remained, 
in  the  age  of  Juftinian,  a  ftately  monunnient  of  the  Gothic  conflagra- 
tion'"'. Yet  a  contemporary  hiftorian  has  obferved,  that  fire  coxild 
fcarcely  confume  the  enormous  beams  of  folid  brafs,  and  that  the 
ftrength  of  man  was  infuificient  to  fubvert  the  foundations  of  ancient 
ftrudurcs.  Some  truth  may  poffibly  be  concealed  in  his  devout  affer- 
tion,  that  the  Λvrath  of  Heaven  fupplied  the  imperfedions  of  hoftilc 
rage  ;  and  that  the  proud  Forum  of  Rome,  decorated  v^ath  the  ftatues 
of  fo  many  gods  and  heroes,  was  levelled  in  the  duPc  by  the  ftroke 
of  lightning  '°'. 

Whatever  might  be  the  numbers,  of  equeftrian,  or  plebeian  rank, 
who  periftied  in  the  maflacre  of  Rome,  it  is  confidently  affirmed, 
that  only  one  fenator  loft  his  life  by  the  fvford  of  the  enemy  '°\ 
But  it  was  not  eafy  to  compute  the  multitudes,  who,  from  an  ho- 
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"°*  The  hiftorian  Salluft,  who  ufefully 
praftifed  the  vices  which  he  has  fo  eloquently 
cenfured,  employed  the  plunder  of  Numidia 
to  adorn  his  palace  and  gardens  on  the  Qui- 
rinal  hill.  The  fpot  where  the  houfe  flood,  is 
now  marked  by  the  church  of  St.  Sufanna, 
feparated  only  by  a  ftreet  from  the  baths  of 
Diocletian,  and  not  far  diftant  from  the  Sala- 
rian  gate.  See  Nardini,  Roma  Antica,  p. 
192,  193.  and  the  great  Plan  of  Modern 
Rome,  by  Nolli. 

'°5  The  expreffions  of  Procopius  are  diftinft 
and  moderate  (de  Bell.  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  2.). 
The  Chronicle  of  Marcellinus  fpeaks  too 
ilrongly,  partem  urbis  Romx  cremavit  j  and 
the  words  of  Philoftorgius  (:(  Efsiwioi.:  ii  τ-λ? 
«•ολ;«!  Kiiu.ttn  ,  1.  χϋ.  c.  3.)  convey  a  falfe 
and  exaggerated  idea.  Bargxus  has  com- 
pofed  a  particular  differtation  (fee  torn.  iv. 
Antiquit.  Rom.  Grasv. )  to  prove  that  the  edi- 
fices of  Rome  were  not  fubverted  by  the 
Goths  and  Vandals. 

'^'  Orofius,  1.  ii.  c.  19.0.143.  ]tie  fpeaks 
as  if  he  difapproved  αίί  ftatues ;  \cl  Deum  vel 
hominem  mentiuntur.     Thev  confuted  of  the 


Vol.  III. 


kings  of  Alba  and  Rome  from  ..^neas,  ths 
Romans,  iiluftrious  either  in  arms  or  arts,  and 
the  deified  Ca;fars.  The  expreilion  which  he 
nt'es  οι  Forum  is  fomewhat  ambiguous,  fince 
there  exilled^-x>i  principal  Fcra  ;  but  as  they 
were  all  contiguous  and  adjacent,  in  the  plain 
which  is  furrounded  by  the  C.ipitoline,  th•.; 
Quirinal,  the  Efquiline,  and  the  Palatine 
hills,  they  might  fairly  be  confidered  as  ens. 
See  the  Roma  Antiqua  of  Donatus,  p.  162  — 
201.  and  the  Roma  Antica  of  Nardini,  p. 
212  —  273.  The  former  is  more  ufeful  for 
the  ancient  defcriptions,  the  latter  for  the 
aftual  topography. 

'°'  Orcfius  (1.  ii.  c.  19.  p.  14.2.)  compares 
the  cruelty  of  the  Gauls  and  the  clemency  of 
the  Goths.  Ibi  vix  qucmquam  inventum  fe- 
natorem,  qui  vel  abfens  evaftrit;  hie  vix 
quemquam  requiri,  qui  forte  ut  latens  peri - 
erit.  But  there  is  an  air  of  rhetoric,  and 
perh.-,ps  of  falfehood,  in  this  antithefis  ;  and 
Socrates  (1.  vii.  c.  10.)  affirms,  perhaps  by  aii 
oppofite  exaggeration,  that  ».'i?»y  fenators  v.-ere 
put  to  death  with  various  and  exquifite  tor- 
tures. 

nourable 
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nourable  ftr.tion,  and  a  profperous  fortune,  were  fiidclenly  reduced  to 
the  miferable  condition  of  captives  and  exiles.  As  -  the  Barbarians 
had  more  occafion  for  money,  than  for  flaves,  they  fixed,  at  a  mo- 
derate price,  the  redemption  of  their  indigent  prifoners  ;  and  the 
ranfom  was  often  paid  by  the  benevolence  of  their  friends,  or  the 
charity  of  ftrangers  '°^  The  captives,  who  were  regularly  fold,  either 
in  open  market,  or  by  private  contrail:,  ΛνοηΜ  have  legally  regained 
their  native  freedom,  which  it  was  impoifible  for  a  citizen  to  lofe,  or 
to  alienate  '°'.  But  as  it  was  foon  difcovered,  that  the  vindication 
of  their  liberty  would  endanger  their  lives  ;  and,  that  the  Goths, 
unlefs  they  were  tempted  to  fell,  might  be  provoked  to  murder,  their 
ufelefs  prifoners ;  the  civil  jurifprudence  had  been  already  qualified 
by  a  wife  reguktion,  that  they  ihould  be  obliged  to  ferve  the  mo- 
derate term  of  five  years,  till  they  had  difcharged  by  their  labour  the 
price  of  their  redemption"".  The  nations  who  invaded  the  Roman 
empire,  had  driven  before  them,  into  Italy,  whole  troops  of  hungry 
and  affrighted  provincials,  lefs  apprehenfive  of  fervitude  than  of  fa- 
mine. The  calamities  of  Rome  and  Italy  difperfed  the  inhabitants 
to  the  moil  lonely,  the  mofl:  fecure,  the  moil  difl:ant  places  of  refuge. 
While  the  Gothic  cavalry  fpread  terror  and  defolation  along  the  fea- 
coaft  of  Campania  and  Tufcany,  the  little  ifland  of  Igilium,  feparated 
by  a  narrow  channel  from  the  Argentarian  promontory,  repulfed,  or 
eluded,  their  hoilile  attempts  ;  and  at  fo  fmall  a  diilance  from  Rome, 
great  numbers  of  citizens  were  fecurely  concealed  in  the  thick  woods 
of  that  fequeftered  fpot'".      The  ample  patrimonies,  which  many 

fenatorian 

•°'  Multi  .  .  .  Chrjftiani  in  captivitatem  was  publiihed  the  nth  of  December,  A.D. 

dufti  futit.    Auguftin,  deCiv.  Dei,  I.i.  c.  14;  408.   and  is  more  reafonable  than  properly 

and  the  Chriftians  experienced  no  peculiar  belonged  to  the  minifters  of  Honoriiis. 

hardihips.  '"  Eminus  Igilii  fylvofa  cacumina  miror; 

'°'  See  Heineccius,  Anti  juitat.  Juris  Ro-  Quern  fraudare  nefas  laudis  honore  fua; 

man.  torn.  i.  p.  96.  Haec   proprios   nuper  tutata   eft  infula 

"°  Appendix  Cod.  Theodof.   xvi.  in  Sir-  faltus; 

mond.   Opera,  torn.  i.   p.  735.     This   edift  Sive  loci  ingenio,  feu  Domini  genio. 

Gurgite 
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fenatorlan  families  pofleiTed  in  Africa,  invited  them,  if  they  had    CHAP. 

time,  and  prudence,  to  efcape  from  the  ruin  of  their  country ;   to    ' — -w ' 

embrace  the  flielter  of  that  hofpitable  province.  The  moil  illuftri- 
ous  of  thefe  fugitives,  was  the  noble  and  pious  Proba  "\  the  w^idov^ 
of  the  prarfedl  Petronius.  After  the  death  of  her  hufband,  the  moft 
powerful  fubjeft  of  Rome,  ihe  had  remained  at  the  head  of  the  Ani- 
cian  family,  and  fucceflively  fupplied,  from  her  private  fortune, 
the  expence  of  the  confulihips  of  her  three  fons.  When  the  city 
was  befieged  and  taken  by  the  Goths,  Proba  fupported,  v/ith  Chrift- 
ian  refignation,  the  lofs  of  immenfe  riches;  embarked  in  a  fmall 
veflel,  from  whence  ihe  beheld,  at  fea,  the  flames  of  her  burning 
palace,  and  fled  with  her  daughter  Lseta,  and  her  grand-daughter, 
the  celebrated  virgin,  Demetrias,  to  the  coafl:  of  Africa.  The  be- 
nevolent profufion  with  which  the  matron  diftributed  the  fruits,  or 
the  price,  of  her  efl.ates,  contributed  to  alleviate  the  misfortunes  of 
exile  and  captivity.  But  even  the  family  of  Proba  herfelf  was  not 
exempt  from  the  rapacious  opprefllon  of  Count  Heraclian,  who  bafely 
fold,  in  matrimonial  proftitution,  the  nobleil  maidens  of  Rome  to 
the  luft  or  avarice  of  the  Syrian  merchants.  The  Italian  fugitives 
were  difperfed  through  the  provinces,  along  the  coaft  of  Egypt  and 
Afia,  as  far  as  Conftantinople  and   Jeruiiilem  ;   and  the   village  of 

Gurgite  cum  modko  viftricibus  obftitit         '"■  As  the  adventures  of  Proba  and  hcrfa- 

armis  mily  are  conneiled  with  the  life  of  St.  Au- 

Tanquam  'onginquo  diflbciata  mari.  guftin,  they  arc  diligently  illiillrated  by  Tii- 

H.TC  multos  laceia  fufcepit  ab  urbe  fii-  lemont,  Mem.    Ecclef.  torn.  xiii.  p.  620  — 

gates,  635.    Some  time  after  their  arrival  in  Africa, 

Hie  felTis  pofito  certa  timore  falus.  Demetrias  took  the  veil,  and  made  a  vow  of 

Plvirima     terreno    populaverat    xquora  virginity  ;  an  event  which  was  confidered  as 

bello,  of  the  highell  importance  to  Rome  and   to 

Contra  naturam  clafie  timendusequcs  the  world.     All  the  5a/«ii  wrote  congratula- 

Unum,  mira  fides,  vario  difcrimine  por-  tory   letters  to  her  ;  that  of  Jerom  is  ftill  ex- 

tum  1  tant  (torn.  i.  p.  62  —  73.   ad  Demetriad.    de 

Tarn  piope  Romanis,  tarn  procul  e/Te  fervand.^  Virginitat.),  and  contains  a  mixture 

Getis,  of  abfurd  realoiiing,  fpirited declamation,  and 

Rutiliuf,  in  Itinerar.  l.i.  325.  curious   fail-,  fome  of  which  relate  to  the 

The  ifland  is  now  called  Giglio.  See  Cluver.  fiege  and  fack  of  Rome. 

Ital.  Autiq.  1.  ii.  p.  502. 

I  i  2  Bethlem, 
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CHAP.    Bcthlem,  the  folitary  refidence  of  St.  Jcrom  and  his  female  converts, 

\ , '    was  crowded  with  illuftrious  beggars  of  either  fex,  and  every  age, 

who  excited  the  public  compalfion  by  the  remembrance  of  their 
paft  fortune '".  This  aAvful  cataftrcrphe  of  R.ome  filled  the  aftoniihed 
empire  with  grief  and  terror.  So  interefting  a  contrail  of  great- 
licfs  and  ruin,  difpofed  the  fond  credulity  of  the  people  to  deplore, 
and  even  to  exaggerate,  the  afflidions  of  the  queen  of  cities.  The 
clergy,  who  applied  to  recent  events  the  lofty  metaphors  of  Oriental 
prophecy,  were  fometimes  tempted  to  confound  the  deftrudion  of 
the  capital,  and  the  diflblution  of  the  globe. 
Sack  of  There  exifts  in  human  nature  a  ftrong  propenfity  to  depreciate  the 

troops  of  advantages,  and  to  magnify  the  evils,  of  the  prefent  times.  Yet, 
ar  es  V.  -^^^ig^  the  firft  emotions  had  fub-fided,  and  a  fl^ir  eftimate  was  made 
of  the  real  damage,  the  more  learned  and  judicious  contemporaries 
were  forced  to  confefs,  that  infant  Rome  had  formerly  received  more 
eiTential  injuiy  from  the  Gauls,  than  ihe  had  now  fuftained  from  the 
Goths  in  her  declining  age  "*.  The  experience  of  eleven  centuries 
has  enabled  pofterity  t&  produce  a  much  more  fmgular  parallel ;.  and 
to  affirm  with  confidence,  that  the  ravages  of  the  Barbarians,  whom 
Alaric  had  led  from  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  were  lefs  deftrudive, 
than  the  hoftilities  exercifed  by  the  troops  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  a 
Catholic  prince,  who  ftyled  himfelf  Emperor  of  the  Romans  "\    The 

Goths 

'■3   See  the  pathetic  complaint  of  Jerom  "'  The  reader  who  wiflies  to  inform  him- 

(tom.  V.  p.  4C0.),  in   his  preface  to  the  fe-  felf  of  the  circumflances  of  this  famous  evein, 

cond  book  of  his  Commentaries  on  the  pro-  may  perufe   an   admirable  narrative  in  Dr. 

phet  Ezekiel.  Robertfon's  Hiilory  of  Charles  V.    vol.   ii. 

"+  Orpfius,  though  with  fome  theological  p.  283  ;  or  confuit  the  Ar.nali  d'ltalia  of  the 
partiality,  Hates  this  comparifon,  1.  ii.  c.  ig.  learned  Muratori,  torn.  xiv.  p.  230  —  244. 
p.  142.  1.  vii.  c.  39.  p.  575.  But,  in  the  oftavo  edition.  If  he  is  defirous  of  e.\a- 
hiftory  of  the  taking  of  Rome  by  the  Gauls,  mining  the  originals,  he  may  have  recouiTe 
every  thing  is  uncertain,  and  perhaps  fabu-  to  the  eighteenth  book  of  the  great,  but  un- 
ions. Sec  Beaufort  fur  ITncertitude,  &c.  de  fini(heil,  hiftory  of  Guicciardini.  But  the 
I'Hilloire  Romaine,  p.  356  ;  and  Melot,  in  account  which  moil  truly  deferves  the  name 
the  Mem.  de  I'Academie  des  Jnfcript.  torn•  of  authentic  and  original,  is  a  little  boolc, 
XV.  p.  1  —  21.  intitled,  U  Sacco  di  Roma,  compofed,  .withia 

k-I"s 
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Goths  evacuated  the  city  at  the  end  of  fix  days,  but  Rome  remained 
above  nine  months  in  the  pofl'effion  of  the  Imperiahfts ;  and  every 
hour  was  ftained  by  fome  atrocious  aft  of  cruelty,  luft,  and  rapine. 
The  authority  of  Alaric  preferved  fome  order  and  moderation  among 
the  ferocious  multitude,  which  .acknowledged  him  for  their  leader 
and  king :  but  the  conftable  of  Bourbon  had  glorioufly  fallen  in  the 
attack  of  the  walls  ;  and  the  death  of  the  general  removed  every  re- 
ftraint  of  difcipline,  from  an  army  which  confifted  of  three  inde- 
pendent nations,  the  Italians,  the  Spaniards,  and  the  Germans.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century,  the  manners  of  Italy  ex- 
hibited a  remarkable  fcene  of  the  depravity  of  mankind.  They 
united  the  fanguinary  crimes  that  prevail  in  an  unfettled  ftate  of  fo- 
ciety,  with  the  poliihed  vices  which  fpring  from  the  abufe  of  ?.rt  and 
luxury  :  and  the  loofe  adventurers,  who  had  violated  every  prejudice 
of  patriotifm  and  fuperftition  to  afllvult  the  palace  of  the  Roman  pon- 
tiff, muft  deferve  to  be  confidered  as  the  moil  profligate  of  the  Ita~ 
Hans.  At  the  fame  xra^  the  Spaniards  were  the  terror  both  of  the 
Did  and  New  World  :  but  their  high-fpirited  valour  Avas-  difgraced 
by  gloomy  pride,  rapacious  avarice,  and  unrelenting  cruelty.  In- 
defatigable in  the  puriuit  of  flime  and  riches,  they  had  improved,  by 
repeated  pradice,  the  moft  exquifite  and,  eiiedual  methods  of  tor- 
turing their  prifoners :  many  of  the  Caftillans,  who  pillaged  Romcj . 
were  familiars  of  the  holy  inquifition  ;  and  fome  volunteers,  perhaps, 
Avere  lately  returned  from  the  conqueft  of  Mexico.  The  Germans 
were  lefs  corrupt  than  the  Italians,  lefs  cruel  than  the  Spaniards;  and 
the  ruftic,  or  even  favage,  afpeft  of  thofe  Tramontane  warriors,  often 
difguifed  a  ilmple  and  merciful  difpofition.  But  they  had  i:ribil)ed, 
in  the  firft  fervour  of  the  reformation,  the  fpirit,  as  well  as  the  prin- 
ciples, of  Luthei•.     It  was  their  favourite  amufement  to  infult,    or 

kfs  than  a  month  after  the  aiTauIt  of  the  city,  who  appears  to  h,-\ve  been  an  able  magillratc, 
b.y  the  brtiher.  of  the  hiliorian  Guicciardini,     and  a  difpaKonate  wiiter, 

dcftror,. 
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c  [ΓΑ  P.    tleftroy,  the  confecrated  objeds  of  Catholic  fuperftition :    they  in- 

*- — „ '    dulged,  without  pity,  or  remorfe,  a  devout  hati'ed  againft  the  clergy 

of  every  denomination  and  degree,  who  form  fo  confiderable  a  part 
of  the  inhabitants  of  modern  Rome ;    and  their  fanatic  zeal  might 
afpire  to  fubvert  the  throne  of  Antichrift,  to  purify,  with  blood  and 
fire,  the  abominations  of  the  fpiritual  Babylon  "^ 
Aiaric  eva-  The  retreat  of  the  vidlorious  Goths,  Avho  evacuated  Rome  on  the 

a  111  ravages'  fixth  day  "',  might  be  the  refult  of  prudence  ;  but  it  was  not  furely 
A.D.  410,  the  effeit  of  fear  "\  At  the  head  of  an  army,  encumbered  with 
Augu  29.  ^1^^^  and  weighty  fpoils,  their  intrepid  leader  advanced  along  the  Ap- 
piati  way  into  the  fouthern  proAUnces  of  Italy,  deftroying  whatever 
dared  to  oppofe  his  paifage,  and  contenting  himfelf  with  the  plunder 
of  the  unrefifting  country.  The  fate  of  Capua,  the  proud  and  luxu- 
rious metropolis  of  Campania,  and  which  was  refpedled,  even  in  its 
decay^  as  the  eighth  city  of  the  empire  "%  is  buried  in  oblivion ; 
whilft  the  adjacent  town  of  Nola'"  has  been  illuftrated,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  by  the  fandity  of  Paulinus  "',  who  was  fucceflively  a  conful, 
a  monk,  and  a  bifhop.     At  the  age  of  forty,  he  renounced  the  en- 

"^  The  furious  fpirit  of  Luther,  the  ef-  edit.  Toll.     The  luxury  of  Capua  had  for• 

feft  of  temper  and  enthufiafm,  has  been  for-  merly  furp.-.iTed   that  of  Sybaris  itfelf.     See 

cibly  attacked  (BoiTuet,  Hill,  des  Variations  Athenaeus  Deipnofophift.  l.xii.  p.  52S.  edit• 

-des  Eglifes  Protellantes,  livre  i.  p.  20  —  36.),  Cafaubon. 

and  feebly  defended  (Seckendorf,  Comment.  "°    Forty-eight  years  before  the  founda- 

de    Lutheranifmc,    efpecially    1.  i.     N°  78.  tion  of  Rome  (about  800  before  the  Chriftiaa 

p.  120.  and  1.  iii.  N°  izz.  p.  556.).  xra),  the  Tufcans  built  C.ipua  and  Nola,  at 

'"  Marcellinus,  in  Chron.    Orofius  (1.  vii.  the  diftance  of  twenty-three  miles  from  each 

c.  39.  p.  575.)  aiTerts,  that  he  left  Rome  on  other:  but  the  latter  of  the  two  cities  never 

tlv^  third  day  ;  but  this  difference  is  eafily  re-  emerged  from  a   ftate   of  mediocrity, 

conciltd  by  the  fucceflive  motions  of  great  '^'    Tillemont  (Mem.  Ecclef.    torn.  xiv. 

bodies  of  troops.  p.  1  —  146.)  has  compiled,  with  his  ufuni  di- 

'"  Socrates  (1.  vii.  c.  10.)  pretends,  with-  ligence,  all  that  relates  to  the  life  and  writ- 
out  any  colourof  truth,  orreafon,  that  Alaric  ings  of  Paulinus,  whofe  retreat  is -celebrated 
fled  on  the  report,  that  the  armies  of  the  by  his  own  pen,  and  by  the  praifes  of  St. 
Eaftern  empire  were  in  full  march  to  attack  Ambrofe,  St.  Jerom,  St.  AugulHn,  Sulpi- 
him.  cius  Severus,  &c.  his  Chrirtian  friends  and 

"'  Aufonius  de  Claris  Urbibus,  p.  233.  contemporaries. 

1  joyment 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  2 

joyment  of  wealth  and  honour,  of  fociety  and  literature,  to  embrace  C  IT  Λ^ 
a  Hfe  of  folltude  and  pennance ;  and  the  loud  applaufe  of  the  clergy  >-. — .^ 
encouraged  him  to  defpife  the  reproaches  of  his  worldly  friends,  who 
afcribed  this  defperate  a£t  to  fome  diforder  of  the  mind  or  body  '■'. 
An  early  and  paffionate  attachment  determined  hira  to  fix  his  humble 
dwelling  in  one  of  the  fuburbs  of  Nola,  near  the  miraculous  tomb  of 
St.  Fsclix,  which  the  public  devotion  had  already  furrounded  with 
five  large  and  populous  churches.  The  remains  of  his  fortune,  and 
of  his  underftanding,  were  dedicated  to  the  fervice  of  the  glorious 
martyr ;  whofe  praife,  on  the  day  of  his  feilival,  Paulinus  never 
failed  to  celebrate  by  a  folemn  hymn  ;  and  in  whofe  name  he  ereAed 
a  fixth  church,  of  fuperior  elegance  and  beauty,  which  was  deco- 
rated with  many  curious  pidures,  from  the  hiftory  of  the  Old  and 
New  Teftam.ent.  Such  affiduous  zeal  fecured  the  favour  of  the 
faint "',  or  at  leaft  of  the  people  ;  and,  after  fifteen  years  retirement, 
the  Roman  conful  was  compelled  to  accept  the  biihopric  of  Nola,  a 
few  months  before  the  city  was  inveiled  by  the  Goths.  During  the 
fiege,  fome  religious  perfons  were  fatisfied  that  they  had  feen,  either 
in  dreams  or  vifions,  the  divine  form  of  their  tutelar  patron ;  yet 
it  foon  appeared  by  the  event,  that  Fslix  wanted  power,  or  inclina- 
tion, to  preferA^e  the  flock,  of  which  he  had  formerly  been  the  fhepherd. 
Nola  was  not  faved  from  the  general  devaftation  '"* ;  and  the  cap- 
tive biihop  was  protefted  only  by  the  general  opinion  of  his  innc- 
cence  and  poverty.     Above  four  years  elapfed  from  the  fuccefsful 

"^  See  the  affeilionate  letters  of  Aufonius         "'  The  humble  Paulinu3  once  prefumed 

(epift.  xix— XXV.  p.  650-698.  edit.  Toll.),  to  fay,  that  he  believed  St.  Fslix  did  love 

to  his  colleague,  his  friend,  and  his  difciple  him;    at  leaf!:,    as  a  mailer  loves   his  little 

Paulinus.     The  religion  of  Aufonius  is  ftill  dog. 

a  problem  (fee  Mem.  de  I'Academie  des  In-         "+   See  Jornandes,  de  Reb.  Get.    c.  30. 

fcriptions,    torn.  xv.  p.  123  — 138.).     I  be-  p.  653.      Philollorgius,    I    xii.    c.  3.      Au- 

lieve  that  it  was  fuch  in  his  own  time,  and,  guftin,  de  Civ.  Dei,  1.  i,    c.  10.      Baronius, 

confequently,    that  in  his  heart  he  was   a  Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  410,  N°  45,  46. 
Pagan. 

invafion. 
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invafion  of  Italy  by  the  arms  of  Alaric,  to  the  voluntary  retreat  cf 
the  Golhs  under  the  conduiil  of  his  fucceflbr  Adolphus ;  and,  during 
the  whole  time,  they  reigned  without  controul  over  a  country,  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  ancients,  had  united  all  the  various  excellencies 
of  nature  and  art.  The  profperity,  indeed,  which  Italy  had  attained 
in  the  aufpicious  age  of  the  Antonines,  had  gradually  declined  with 
the  decline  of  the  empire.  The  fruits  of  a  long  peace  periihed  under 
the  rude  grafp  of  the  Barbarians  ;  and  they  themfelves  were  inca- 
pable of  tailing  the  more  elegant  refinements  of  luxury,  which  had 
been  prepared  for  the  ufe  of  the  foft  and  poliihed  Italians.  Each 
foldier,  however,  claimed  an  ample  portion  of  the  fubftantial  plenty, 
the  corn  and  cattle,  oil  and  wine,  that  was  daily  colle<3:ed,  and  con- 
fumed,  in  the  Gothic  camp  ;  and  the  principal  warriors  infulted  the 
villas,  and  gardens,  once  inhabited  by  Lucullus  and  Cicero,  along 
the  beauteous  coail  of  Campania.  Their  trembling  captives,  the 
fons  and  daughters  of  Roman  fenators,  prefented,  in  goblets  of  gold 
and  gems,  large  draughts  of  Falernian  wine,  to  the  haughty  vidtors  ; 
who  ftretched  their  huge  limbs  under  the  iliade  of  plane-trees "', 
artificially  dlfpofed  to  exclude  the  fcorching  rays,  and  to  admit  the 
genial  warmth,  of  the  fun.  Thefe  delights  were  enlianced  by  the 
memory  of  paft  hardfliips :  the  comparifon  of  their  native  foil,  the 
bleak  and  barren  hills  of  Scythia,  and  the  frozen  banks  of  the  Elbe, 
and  Danube,  added  new  charms  to  the  felicity  of  the  Italian  cli- 
mate "". 

Whether 

"5  The  J'hi/amii,  or  pLine-tree,  was  a  fa-  Pliny  quaintly  ftyles/a>v /««^r^? ;  an  expref- 

vourite  of  the  ancients,   by  whcm  it  was  pro-  fioii  which  might,  with  equal  renfon,  be  ap- 

pagatcd,  for  the  fake  of  ihade,  from  the  ΙίαίΙ  plied  to  Alaric. 

to  Gaul.     Pliny,  Hill.  Natur.  xii.  3,  4,  5.  '"  The  prollrate  South  to  the  dellroyer 

He   mentions  feveral   of  an  enormous  fizc ;  yields 

one  in  the  Imperial  villa  at  Velitr.-e,  which  Her  boafted  titles,  and  her  golden  fields: 

Caligula  called  his  neil,  as  the  branches  were  With  grim  delight  the  brood  of  winter 

capable  of  holding  a  large  table,  the  proper  view 

atteiidanti,  and  the  emperor  himfelf,  whom  A  brighter  day,  and  Ccics  of  azure  hue; 

Sceot 
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Whether  fame,  or  conqueft,  or  riches,  were  the  objeil:  of  Alarlc, 
he  pvirlued  that  objedl  with  an  indefatigable  ardour,  which  could 
neither  be  quelled  by  adverfity,  nor  fatiated  by  fuccefs.  No  fooner 
had  he  reached  the  extreme  land  of  Italy,  than  he  was  attracted  by 
the  neighbouring  profpedl  of  a  fertile  and  peaceful  ifland.  Yet  even 
the  poiTeflion  of  Sicily,  he  confidered  only  as  an  intermediate  ftep  to 
the  important  expedition,  which  he  already  meditated  againft  the 
continent  of  Africa.  The  ftreights  of  Rhegium  and  Meffina  '"  are 
twelve  miles  in  length,  and,  in  the  narroweft  paflage,  about  one 
mile  and  a  half  broad ;  and  the  fabulous  monflers  of  the  deep,  the 
rocks  of  Scylla,  and  the  whirlpool  of  Charibdis,  could  terrify  none  but 
the  moil  timid  and  unikilful  mariners.  Yet  as  foon  as  the  firft  divifion 
of  the  Goths  had  embarked,  a  fudden  tempeft  arofe,  which  funk,  or 
fcattered,  many  of  the  tranfports ;  their  courage  was  daunted  by  the 
terrors  of  a  new  element ;  and  the  whole  defign  was  defeated  by  the 
premature  death  of  Alaric,  which  fixed,  after  a  ihort  illnefs,  the 
fatal  term  of  his  conquefts.  The  ferocious  charader  of  the  Barba- 
rians was  difplayed,  in  the  funeral  of  a  hero,  whofe  valour,  and 
fortune,  they  celebrated  with  mournful  applaufe.  By  the  labour  of 
a  captive  multitude,  they  forcibly  diverted  the  courfe  of  the  Bufen- 
tinus,  a  fmall  river  that  waihes  the  walls  of  Confentia.  The  royal 
fepulchre,  adorned  with  the  fplendid  fpoils,  and  trophies,  of  Rome, 
was  conftruded  in  the  vacant  bed  ;  the  waters  were  then  reftored  to 
their  natural  channel ;  and  the  fecret  fpot,  where  the  remains  of 
Alaric  had  been  depofited,  was  for  ever  concealed  by  the  inhuman 

Scent  the  new  fragrance  of  the  opening  rofe,         '^'     For   the   perfedl   defcription   of   the 

And  quaff  the  pendent  vintage  as  it  grows.  Streights  of  MelTina,  Scylla,  Charybdis,  &c. 

See  Gray's  Poems,  publiihed  by  Mr.  Mafon,  ^ee  Cluverius   (Ital.   Antiq.  1.  iv.   p.  1293. 

p.  197.    Infteadofcompiling  tables  of  chro-  ^"'l  Sicilia  Antiq.   I.  i.    p.  60-76.).    who 

nology  and  natural  hiftory,  why  did  not  Mr.  ^""^  diligently  fludied  the  ancients,  and  fur- 

Crav  apply  the  powers  of  his  genius  to  finiih  "'V^'^  '""''^  ^  ""°"»  *Χ«  '1>«=  »^"2'  ^««  «^ 

the  philofophie  poem,  of  which  he  has  left  ^"  country. 
fuch  an  exquifite  fpecimen  f 

Vol.  III.  Κ  k  maflacre 
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maiTacre  of  the  prlibners,  who  had  been  employed  to  execute  the 
work  '"^ 

The  perfoaal  ammofitieSj  and  hereditary  feuds,  of  the  Barbarians, 
were  fufpended  by  the  ftrong  neceihty  of  their  affairs  ;  and  the  brave 
Adolphus,  the  brother-in-law  of  the  deceafed  monarch,  was  una- 
nimoufly  elefted  to  fucceed  to  his  throne.  The  charailer  and  po- 
litical fyftem  of  the  new  king  of  the  Goths,  may  be  heft  undcrftood 
from  his  own  converfation  with  an  illuftrious  citizen  of  Narbonne  ; 
who  afterwards,  in  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Land,  related  it  to  St.  Je- 
rom,  in  the  prefence  of  the  hiftorian  Orofius.  "  In  the  full  confi- 
*'  dence  of  valour  and  vidory,  I  once  afpired  (faid  Adolphus)  to 
**  change  the  face  of  the  univerfe  ;  to  obliterate  the  name  of  Rome  ; 
"  to  ere<3:  on  its  ruins  the  dominion  of  the  Goths ;  and  to  acquire, 
*'  like  Auguftus,  the  immortal  fame  of  the  founder  of  a  new  empire. 
"  By  repeated  experiments,  I  was  gradually  convinced,  that  laws 
"  are  efientially  neceflary  to  maintain  and  regulate  a  well-conftltuted 
"  ftate ;  and  that  the  fierce  imtrailable  humour  of  the  Goths  was 
*'  incapable  of  bearing  the  falutary  yoke  of  laws,  and  civil  govern- 
*'  ment.  From  that  moment  I  propofed  to  myfelf  a  different  objedl 
"  of  glory  and  ambition  ;  and  it  is  now  my  fmcere  wiih,  that  the 
"  gratitude  of  future  ages  ihould  acknowledge  the  merit  of  a  ftran- 
"  ger,  who  employed  the  fword  of  the  Goths,  not  to  fubvert,  but 
*'  to  reftore  and  maintain,  the  profperity  of  the  Roman  empire  "^" 
"With  thefe  pacific  views,  the  fucceffor  of  Alaric  fufpended  the 
operations  of  war ;  and  feriouily  negociated  with  the  Imperial  court 
a  treaty  of  friendfliip  and  alliance.  It  was  the  intereft  of  the  mini- 
fters  of  Honorius,  who  were  now  releafed  from  the  obligation  of 
their  extravagant  oath,  to  deliver  Italy  from  the  intolerable  weight 

'*'  Jornandes,  de  Reb.  Get.  c.  30.  p.  654.     from  Africa  to  Palefttne,  to  vifit  St.  Jerom, 
"'  Orofius,    1.  vii.    c.  43.    p.  584,  585.     and  to  confult  with  him  on  the  fubjed  of  the 
He  was  fent  by  Sr.  AiiguRiii;,  in  the  year  415,     Pelagian  controverfy. 

of 
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of  die  Gothic  powers  ;  and  they  readily  accepted  their  fervice  againil  CHAP. 
the  tyrants  and  Barbarians,  who  infefted  the  provinces  beyond  the  «_  -.  -  _r 
AIps'^°.  Adolphus,  afiumlng  the  charadler  of  a  Roman  general, 
direfted  his  march  from  the  extremity  of  Campania  to  the  fouthern 
provinces  of  Gaul.  His  troops,  either  by  force  or  agreement,  im- 
mediately occupied  the  cities  of  Narbonne,  Thouloufe,  and  Bour- 
deaux ;  and  though  they  were  repulfed  by  Count  Boniface  from  the 
walls  of  Marfeilles,  they  foon  extended  their  quarters  from  the  Me- 
diterranean to  the  Ocean.  The  oppreffed  provincials  might  exclaim, 
that  the  miferable  remnant,  which  the  enemy  had  fpared,  was  cruelly 
ravifhed  by  their  pretended  allies ;  yet  fome  fpecious  colours  were 
not  wanting  to  palliate,  or  juftify,  the  violence  of  the  Goths.  The 
cities  of  Gaul,  which  they  attacked,  might  perhaps  be  confidered  as 
in  a  ftate  of  rebellion  againft  the  government  of  Honorius :  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty,  or  the  fecret  inftrudions  of  the  court,  might 
fometimes  be  alleged  in  favour  of  the  feeming  ufurpations  of  Adol- 
phus ;  and  the  guilt  of  any  irregular,  unfuccefsful,  ad  of  hoftility, 
might  always  be  imputed,  with  an  appearance  of  truth,  to  the  un- 
governable fpirit  cf  a  Barbarian  hoft,  impatient  of  peace  or  difcipline. 
The  luxury  of  Italy  had  been  lefs  eifedual  to  foften  the  temper,  than 
to  relax  the  courage,  of  the  Goths  ;  and  they  had  imbibed  the  vices, 
without  imitating  the  arts  and  inftitutions,  of  civilifed  fociety '". 

The  profeiTions  of  Adolphus  were  probably  fmcere,  and  his  at-  His  marriage 
tachment  to  the  caufe  of  the  republic  was  fecured  by  the  afcendant  di'aV    ^"' 
■which  a  Roman  princefs  had  acquired  over  the  heart  and  underftand-  ^'  ^"  ^^^° 

'3°  Jornandes  fuppofes,  without  much  pro-         '^i  Tjig  retreat  of  the  Goths  from  Italy, 

bability,    that  Adolphus    vifited    and   plun-  and  their  firft  tranf.flions  in  Gaul,  are  dark 

dered  Rome  a  fecond  time  (more  locullarum  and  doubtful.    I  have  derived  much  affiftance 

erafit).     Yet  he  agrees  with  Orofius  in   fup-  from  Mafcou  (Hift.  of  the  ancient  Germans, 

pofmg,  that  a  trc'aty  of  peace  was  concluded  1.  viii.    c.  29.   35,   36,  37.)»    ''•ho  has  illuf- 

between  the  Gothic  prince  and  Honorius.  See  trated,  and  connefted,  the  broken  chronicles     • 

Orof.  1.  vii.  c.  43.  p.  584,  1585.     Jornandes,  and  fragments  of  the  times, 
de  Reb.  Geticis,  c.  31.  p.  654,  655. 

Κ  k  2  ing 


«52  THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 

CHAP.  Ing  of  the  Barbarian  king.  PUicidia  '^\  the  daughter  of  the  greatf 
y_  -,-  ,ι»  Theodolms,  and  of  Galla,  his  fecond  wife,  had  received  a  royal 
education  in  the  palace  of  Conftantinople ;  but  the  eventful  ftory  of 
her  life  is  connedted  with  the  revolutions  which  agitated  the  Weftern 
empire  under  the  reign  of  her  brother  Honorius.  When  Rome  was 
firft  invefted  by  the  arms  of  Alaric,  Placidia,  Avho  was  then  about 
twenty  years  of  age,  relided  in  the  city ;  and  her  ready  confent  to 
the  death  of  her  coufm  Serena,  has  a  cruel  and  ungrateful  appearance, 
which,  according  to  the  circumftances  of  the  adion,  may  be  aggra- 
vated, or  excufcd,  by  the  confideration  of  her  tender  age  '".  The 
vidorious  Barbarians  detained,  either  as  a  hoftage  or  a  captive  "*,  the 
filler  of  Honorius ;  but,  while  ihe  was  expofed  to  the  difgrace  of 
following  round  Italy  the  motions  of  a  Gothic  camp,  ihe  experienced, 
however,  a  decent  and  refpedful  treatment.  The  authority  of  Jor- 
nandes,  who  praifes  the  beauty  of  Placidia,  may  perhaps  be  counter- 
balanced by  the  filence,  the  expreffive  filence,  of  her  flatterers :  yet 
the  fplendour  of  her  birth,  the  bloom  of  youth,  the  elegance  of  man- 
ners, and  the  dexterous  infmuatlon  which  fhe  condefcended  to  em- 
ploy, made  a  deep  impreffion  on  the  mind  of  Adolphus ;  and  the 
Gothic  king  afpired  to  call  himfelf  the  brother  of  the  emperor.  The 
minifters  of  Honorius  rejected  with"  difdain  the  propofal  of  an  al- 
liance, fo  injurious  to  every  fentiment  of  Roman  pride  ;  and  repeat- 
edly urged  the  reflitution  of  Placidia,  as  an  indifpenfable  condition 
©f  the  treaty  of  peace.  But  the  daughter  of  Theodofius  fubmitted, 
without  reludlance,  to  the  defires  of  the  conqueror,  a  young  and 
valiant  prince,  who  yielded  to  Alaric  in  loftinefs  of  ftature,  but  who 
excelled  in  the  more  attractive  qualities  of  grace  and  beauty.     The 

"*  See  an  account  of  Placidia  in  Ducange,  '^•*  Zoiim.  1.  vi.  p.  383.  Orofius  (1.  vii. 
Fam.  Byzant.  p.  72.  ;  and  Tillemont,  Hill.  c.  40.  p.  576.),  and  the  Chroniclej  of  Mar- 
ries Empereurs,  torn.  v.  p.  260.  386,  &C.  cellinus  and  Idatius,  feem  to  fuppofe,  that 
torn.  vi.  p.  240.  the  Goths  did  not  carry  away  Placidia  till 

'"  Zofim.  1.  V.  p.  350.  after  thejjaft  fiege  of  Rome. 

I  marriage 
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marriage  of  Adolphus  and  Placidia '"  was  confummated  before  the 
Goths  retired  from  Italy ;  and  the  fole.mn,  perhaps  the  anniverfary» 
day  of  their  nuptials  was  afterwards  celebrated  in  the  houfe  of  Inge- 
nuus,  one  of  the  moft  illuftrious  citizens  of  Narbonne  in  Gaul.  The 
bride,  attired  and  adorned  like  a  Roman  emprefs,  was  placed  on  a 
throne  of  ftate  ;  and  the  king  of  the  Goths,  who  affumed,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  Roman  habit,  contented  himfelf  with  a  lefs  honourable  feat 
by  her  fide.  The  nuptial  gift,  which,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  his. 
nation  "^°,  was  offered  to  Placidia,  confifted  of  the  rare  and  magnifi- 
cent fpoils  of  her  country.  Fifty  beautiful  youths,  in  filken  robes, 
carried  a  bafon  in  each  hand  ;  and  one  of  thefe  bafons  was  filled  with 
pieces  of  gold,  the  other  with  precious  ftones  of  an  ineftimablc  va- 
lue. Attains,  fo  long  the  fport  of  fortune,  and  of  the  Goths,  was 
appointed  to  lead  the  chorus  of  the  Hymenseal  fong ;  and  the  de- 
graded emperor  might  afpire  to  the  praife  of  a  ikilful  mufician.. 
The  Barbarians  enjoyed  the  infolence  of  their  triumph;  and 
tlie  provincials  rejoiced  in  this  alliance,  which  tempered,  by  the. 
mild  influence  of  love  and  reafon,  the  fierce  fpirit  of  their  Gothic, 
lord '". 
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'3'  See  the  pidlures  of  Adolphus  and  Pla- 
cidia, and  the  account  of  their  marriage  in 
Jornandes,  de  Reb.  Geticis,  c.  31.  p.  654, 
655.  With,  regard  to  the  place  where  the 
nuptials  were  llipulated,  or  confummated, 
or  celebrated,  the  MSS.  of  Jornandes  vary 
between  two  neighbouring  cities,  Forli  and 
Imola  (Forum  Livii  and  Forum  Cornelii). 
It  is  fair  and  eafy  to  reconcile  the  Gothic 
hiftorian  with  Olympiodorus  (Γ;β  Mafcou, 
1.  viii.  c.  36.)  :  but  Tillemont  grows  peevifli, 
and  fwears,  that  it  is  not  worth  while  to  try 
to  conciliate  Jornandes  with  any  good  au- 
thors. 

"*  The  Vifigoths  (the  fubjeds  of  Adol- 
phus) reftrained,  by  fubfequent  laws,  the 
prodigality  of  conjugal  love.  It  was  illegal 
for  a  huiband  to  make  any  gift  or  fettlement 


for  the  benefit  of  his  wife  during  the  firil  ' 
year  of  their  marriage  ;    and  his  liberafity  ■ 
could  not  at  any  time  exceed  the  tenth  pare  •, 
of  his  property.     The  Lombards  were  fome- 
what    more   indulgent :     they    allowed    the 
morgingcap  immediately  after  the  wedding- 
night  ;    and  this  famous  gift,  the  reward  o£' 
virginity,  might  equal  the  fourth  part  of  the 
huiband's  fubllance.    Some  cautious  maidens, 
indeed,  were  wife  enough  to  ftipulate  before- 
hand a  prefent,  which  they  were  too  fure  of 
not  deferving.     See  Montefquieu,  Efprit  des 
Loix,  1.  xix.  c.  25..    Muratori,  delle  Anti- 
chiti    Italiane,     torn.    i.     Diifertazion    xx.  . 

p•  243• 

'"  We  owe  the  curious  detail  of  this  nup- 
tial feall  to  the  hiftorian  Olympiodorus,  ap.  . 
Photium,  p.  185.  188. 
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The  Gothic 

treafures. 


The  hundred  bafons  of  gold  and  gems,  prefented  to  Piacidia  at  her 
nuptial  feaft,  formed  an  inconfiderable  portion  of  the  Gothic  trea- 
fures ;  of  which  fome  extraordinary  fpecimens  may  be  feleded  from 
the  hirtory  of  the  fucceffors  of  Adolphus.  Many  curious  and  coftly 
ornaments  of  pure  gold,  enriched  with  jewels,  were  found  in  their 
palace  of  Narbonne,  when  it  was  pillaged,  in  the  fixth  centuiy,  by 
the  Franks  :  fixty  cups,  or  chalices  ;  fifteen  patens^  or  plates,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  communion ;  twenty  boxes,  or  cafes,  to  hold  the  books 
of  the  gofpels ;  this  confecrated  wealth '"  was  diftributed  by  the  fon 
of  Clovis  among  the  churches  of  his  dominions,  and  his  pious  li- 
berality feems  to  upbraid  fome  former  facrilege  of  the  Goths.  They 
pofleiTed,  with  more  fecurity  of  confcience,  the  famous  vi'ijfor'ium^ 
or  great  diih  for  the  fervice  of  the  table,  of  mafly  gold,  of  the  weight 
of  five  hundred  pounds,  and  of  far  fuperlor  value,  from  the  precious 
ftones,  the  exquifite  workmaniliip,  and  the  tradition,  that  it  had 
been  prefented  by  iEtius  the  patrician,  to  Torifmond  king  of  the 
Goths.  One  of  the  fucceffors  of  Torifmond  purchafed  the  aid 
of  the  French  monarch  by  the  promife  of  this  magnificent  gift. 
When  he  was  feated  on  the  throne  of  Spain,  he  delivered  it  with  re- 
luftance  to  the  ambaffadors  of  Dagobert ;  defpoiled  them  on  the  road ; 
ilipulated,  after  a  long  negociation,  the  inadequate  ranfom  of  two 
hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  ;  and  preferved  the  mijfor'ium,  as  the 
pride  of  the  Gothic  treafury  "".  When  that  treafury,  after  the  con- 
queil  of  Spain,  was  plundered  by  the  Arabs,  they  admired,  and  they 


"^  See  in  the  great  collcftion  of  the  hlfto- 
rians  of  France  by  Dom.  Bouquet,  torn.  ii. 
Greg.  Turonenf.  1.  iii.  c.  lo.  p.  191.  Geila 
Regum  Francorum,  c.  23.  p.  557.  The 
anonymous  writer,  with  an  ignorance  worthy 
of  his  times,  fuppofes  that  thefe  inftruments 
•of  Chrillian  worfhip  had  belonged  to  the 
temple  of  Solomon.  If  he  has  any  meaning, 
it  muft  be,  that  they  were  found  in  the  fack 
of  Rome. 


''^  Confult  the  following  original  teilimo- 
nies  in  the  Hiilorians  of  France,  torn.  ii. 
Fredegarii  Scholailici  Chron.  c.  73.  p.  441. 
Fredegar.  Fragment,  iii.  p.  463.  Gefta 
Regis  Dagobert.  c.  29.  p.  587.  «The  ac- 
ceCicn  of  Sifenand  to  the  tJirone  of  Spain 
happened  A.  D.  631.  The  200,000  pieces 
of  gold  were  appropriated  by  Dagobert  to 
the  foundation  of  the  church  of  St.  Denys. 

have 
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XXXI. 
confiderable  fize,  of  one  fmgle  piece  of  folid  emerald  '*°,   encircled    < w > 

with  three  rows  of  fine  pearls,  fupported  by  three  hundred  and  fixty- 

five  feet  of  gems  and  mafly  gold,  and  eftimated  at  the  price  of  five 

hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  "".     Some  portion  of  the  Gothic 

treafm-es  might  be  the  gift  of  friendihip,  .or  the  tribute  of  obedience  : 

but  the  far  greater  part  had  been  the  fruits  of  war  and  rapine,  the 

fpoils  of  the  empire,  and  perhaps  of  Rome. 

After  the  deliverance  of  Italy  from  the  oppreffion  of  the  Goths,  Laws  for  the 

r  r  r  Λ\  •         i  •  in       1         η       •  r•  relief  of  Italy 

iome  lecret  counlexlor  was  permitted,  amidit  the  factions  of  the  and  Rome, 
palace,  to  heal  the  wounds  of  that  afflided  country  "*\  By  a  wife  ^[j/  '^^°'' 
and  humane  regulation,  the  eight  provinces  which  had  been  the 
moft  deeply  injured,  Campania,  Tufcany,  Picenum,  Samnium,  Apu- 
lia, Calabria,  Bruttium,  and  Lucania,  obtained  an  indulgence  of  five 
years :  the  ordinary  tribute  was  reduced  to  one  fifth,  and  even  that 
fifth  was  deftined  to  reftore,  and  fupport  the  ufeful  inftitution  of  the 
public  pofts.  By  another  law,  the  lands,  which  had  been  left 
without  inhabitants  or  cultivation,  were  granted,  with  fome  dimi- 
nution of  taxes,  to  the  neighbours  who  ihould  occupy,  or  the  ftran- 
gers  who  ihould  folicit  them ;  and  the  new  poffeiTors  were  fecured 
againft  the  future  claims  of  the  fugitive  proprietors.  About  the  fame 
time,  a  general  amnefty  was  publifhed  in  the  name  of  Honorius,  to 
aboliih  the  guilt  and  memory  of  all  the  involuntary  offences,  which 

'+°  The   prefident   Goquet    (Origine   des  Arabes,   torn.    i.  p.    83.     It  was  called  the 

Loix,  &c.   torn.  ii.  p.   239.)  is   of  opinion.  Table  of  Solomon,  according  to  the  cuftom 

that  the  ftupendous  pieces  of  emerald,  the  of  the  Orientals,  who  afcribe  to  that  prince 

ftatues   and   columns,    which    antiquity  has  every  ancient  work  of  knowledge  or  magni- 

placed  in  Egypt,  at  Gades,  at  Conftantino-  ficence. 

pie,  were  in  reality  artificial  compofuions  of        '*^  His    three  laws   are   inferted    in   the 

coloured  glafs.     The  famous  emerald   diih,  Theodofian  Code,  1.  xi.  tit.   xxviii,  leg.  7. 

•which   is   Ihewn   at   Genoa,    is   fuppofed  to  L.    xiii.  tit.    xi.   leg.    12.      L.  xv.  tit.  xiv.- 

countenance  the  fufpicion.  leg.  14.     The  expreifions  of  the  laft  are  very 

'•"  Elmacin.  Hift.  Saraccnica,  1.  i.  p.  85.  remark.ible;    lince  they  contain  not  only  a 

Roderic.  Tolet.  Hift.  Arab.  c.  9.  Cardonne,  pardon,  but  an  apology, 
Hift.  de  I'Afrique  et  de  I'Efpagne  fous  ks 
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Revolt  and 
defeat  of 
Heraclian, 
count  of 
Africa, 
A.D.  413. 


liad  been  committed  by  his  unhappy  fubjeds,  during  tlic  term  of 
the  public  difordcr  and  calamity.  A  decent  and  refpedful  attention 
was  paid  to  the  reftoration  of  the  capital ;  the  citizens  were  encou- 
raged to  rebuild  the  edifices  which  had  been  deftroyed  or  damaged  by 
hoftile  fire ;  and  extraordinary  fupplies  of  corn  were  imported  from 
the  coaft  of  Africa.  The  crowds  that  fo  lately  fled  before  the  fword 
of  the  Barbarians,  were  foon  recalled  by  the  hopes  of  plenty  and 
pleafure  ;  and  Albinus,  pra^feft  of  Rome,  informed  the  court,  with 
feme  anxiety  and  furprife  ;  that,  in  a  lingle  day,  he  had  taken  an 
account  of  the  arrival  of  fourteen  thoufand  ilrangers  '".  In  lels  than 
feven  years,  the  veftiges  of  the  Gothic  invafion  were  almoil  obli- 
tei'ated ;  and  the  city  appeared  to  refume  its  former  fplendour  and 
tranquillity.  The  venerable  matron  replaced  her  crown  of  laurel, 
which  had  been  ruffled  by  the  fliorms  of  war ;  and  was  ftill  amufed, 
in  the  laft  moment  of  her  decay,  with  the  prophecies  of  re\''enge,  of 
vidory,  and  of  eternal  dominion  '**. 

This  apparent  tranquillity  was  foon  difturbed  by  the  approach  of 
an  hoilile  armament  from  the  country  which  afforded  the  daily  fub- 
fiftence  of  the  Roman  people.  Heraclian,  count  of  Africa,  Avho, 
under  the  moil  difficult  and  diilrefsful  circumft;ances,  had  fupported, 
with  adtive  loyalty,  the  caufe  of  Honorius,  was  tempted,  in  the 
year  of  his  confulihip,  to  affume  the  charatSter  of  a  rebel,  and  the 
title  of  emperor.  Tlie  ports  of  Africa  were  immediately  filled  with 
the  naval  forces,  at  the  head  of  which  he  prepared  to  invade  Italy: 


'"  O!ympiodorus  ap.  Phot.  p.  188.  Phi- 
loftorgius  (I.  xii.  c.  5.)  obferves,  that  when 
Hcmorius  made  his  triumphal  entry,  he  en- 
couraged the  Romans,  with  his  hand  and 
voice  (^sift  xai  >λωττ>ι),  to  rebuild  their  city; 
and  the  Chronicle  of  Profper  commends  He- 
radian,  qui  in  Romana;  urbis  reparationem 
ilrenuum  exhibuerat  minifterium, 

'■"*■  The  date  of  the  voyage  of  Claudius 
Butilius  Numatianus,  is  clogged  with  fome 


difficulties ;  but  Scaliger  has  deduced  from 
allronomical  charailers,  that  he  left  Rome 
the  24th  of  September,  and  embarked  at 
Porti  the  9th  ofOftober,  A.  D.  416.  See 
Tillemont,  Hid.  des  Enipercurs,  torn.  v.  p. 
820.  In  this  poetical  Itinerary,  Rutilius 
(1.  i.  115,  Sec.)  addrefles  Rome  in  a  high 
ftrain  of  congratulation  : 
Erige  crinales  lauros,  feniumque  facrati 
Verticisin  viridesRomarecinge  comas,  &c. 

and 
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and  his  fleet,  when  It  caft  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tyber,  indeed 
furpafled  the  fleets  of  Xerxes  and  Alexander,  if  all  the  veflels,  in- 
cluding the  royal  galley,  and  the  fmalleft  boat,  did  adually  amount 
to  the  incredible  number  of  three  thouiand  two  hundred  ''*^  Yet 
with  fuch  an  armament,  which  might  have  fubverted,  or  refliored, 
the  greatefl:  empires  of  the  earth,  the  African  ufurper  made  a  very 
faint  and  feeble  imprefllon  on  the  provinces  of  his  rival.  As  he 
marched  from  the  port,  along  the  road  which  leads  to  the  gates  of 
Rome,  he  was  encountered,  terrified,  and  routed,  by  one  of  the 
Imperial  captains ;  and  the  lord  of  this  mighty  hoft,  deferting  his 
fortune  and  his  friends,  ignominioufly  fled  with  a  fin<>le  iliip  '■*". 
AVhen  Heraclian  landed  in  the  harbour  of  Carthage,  he  found  that 
the  whole  province,  difdaining  fuch  an  unworthy  ruler,  had  returned 
to  their  allegiance.  The  rebel  was  beheaded  in  the  ancient  temple  of 
Memory ;  his  confulfhip  w^as  aboliihed "" ;  and  the  remains  of  his 
private  fortune,  not  exceeding  the  moderate  fum  of  four  thouiluid 
pounds  of  gold,  were  granted  to  the  brave  Confl:antius,  who  had 
already  defended  the  throne,  which  he  afterwards  ihared  with  his 
feeble  fovereign.  Honorius  viewed,  with  fiipine  indifference,  the 
calamities  of  Rome  and  Italy  '*' ;  but  the  rebellious  attempts  of  At- 
talus  and  Heraclian,  againft  his  perfonal  fafety,  awakened,  for  a 
moment,  the  torpid  inilin£t  of  his  nature.      He  was  probably  igno- 

'•'5  Orofms  compofed  his  hillory  in  Africa,  -    '■>'  See  Cod.  Theod.  1.  xv.  tiv.  xiv.  leg. 

only  two  years  after  the  event;  yet  his  au-  13.     The   legal  adts  performed  in  his  name, 

thority  feenis  to  be  overbalanced  by  the  im-  even  the  maniimiffion  of  flaves,  were  declared 

probability  of  the  faft.  The  Chronicle  of  invalid,  till  they  had  been  formally  repeated. 
Marcellinus  gives  Heraclian  700  (hips,  and         '■"'  I   have  difdained    to  mention  a   very 

3000  men;  the  latter  of  thefe  numbers  is  ri-  fooli/h,  and  probably  a  falfe  report  (Procop. 

«liculoully  corrupt;    but   the  former  would  de  Bell.  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  2.),  that  Honorius 

pleafe  me  very  much.  was  alarmed  by  the  Ιφ  of  Rome,  till  he  un- 

•**  The  Chronicle  of  Idatius  affirms,  with-  derftood  that  it  was  not  a  favourite  chicken 

out  the  leaft  appearance  of  truth,   that  he  of  that  name,    but  only   the   capital   of  the 

advanced  as  far  as  Otriculum,  in  Umbria,  world,  which  had  been  loft.     Yet  even  this 

where  he  was  overthrown  in  a  great  battle,  ftory  is  feme  evidence  of  the  public  opinion, 
with  the  lofs  of  fifty  thoufand  men. 

Vol.  III.  L  1  rant 
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CHAP,  rant  of  tlie  caufes  and  events  which  preferved  him  from  thefe  im- 
t,.  -T,— ',  _•  pending  dangers  ;  and  as  Italy  was  no  longer  invaded  by  any  foreign 
or  domeftic  enemies,  he  peaceably  exifted  in  the  palace  of  Ravenna, . 
while  the  tyrants  beyond  the  Alps  were  repeatedly  vanquiflied  in  the 
name,  and  by  the  lieutenants,  of  the  fon  of  Theodofms  '".  In  the 
courfc  of  a  bufy  and  interefting  nan-ative,  I  might  poifibly  forget  to 
mention  the  death  of  fuch  a  prince:  and  I  ihall  therefore  take  the 
precaution  of  obferving,  in  this  place,  that  he  furvived  the  laft  fiege 
of  Rome  about  thirteen  years. 
Revolutions  The  ufurpation  of  Conftantine,  who  received  the  purple  from  the 
stai'n'"  ^"  legions  of  Britain,  had  been  fuccefsful ;  and  feemed  to  be  fecure. 
A.  D.  409—  j^jg  j.j^jg  ^^g  acknowledged,  from  the  wall  of  Antoninus  to  the  co-- 
lumjis  of  Hercules;  and,  in  the  midft  of  the  public  diforder,  he 
ihared  the  dominion,  and  the  plunder,  of  Gaul  and  Spain,  with  the 
tribes  of  Barbarians,  whofe  deftrudive  progrefs  was  no  longer 
checked  by  the  Rhine  or  Pyrenees.  Stained  with  the  blood  of  the 
kinfmen  of  Honorius,  he  extorted,  from  the  court  of  Ravenna,  Λvith 
which  he  fecretly  correfponded,  the  ratification  of  his  rebeUious 
claims.  Conftantine  engaged  himfelf,  by  a  folemn  promife,  to  deli— 
\'er  Italy  from  the  Goths  ;  advanced  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  Po ; 
and  after  alarming,  rather  than  aflifting,  his  pufillanlmous  ally, 
haftily  returned  to  the  palace  of  Aries,  to  celebrate,  with  intemperate 
luxuiy,.  his  vain  and  oftentatious  triumph.  But  this  tranfient  pro-- 
fperity  was  foon  interinipted  and  deftroyed  by  the  revolt  of  count 
Gerontius,-  the  braveft  of  his  generals;  who,  during  the  abfence  of 
his  fon  Conftans,  a. prince. already  inverted  with  the  Imperial  purple, 

»*'  The  materials  for  the  lives  of  all  thefe  370,    371.     Olympiodorus,    apud  Phot.    p. 

tyrants  are  taken  from  fix  contemporary  hif-  180,  181.  184,  185.     Sozomen,  1.  ix.  c.  ϊ2, 

torians,  two  Latins, and  four  Greeks:  Oro-  13,   14,   15.;  and  Philoftorgius,  1.  xii.  c.  5, 

fius,  1.  vii.  c.   42.  p.   581,  582,   583.;  Re-  6.,  with  Godefroy's   Diffcrtations,  p.  477 — 

natus  Profuturus  Frigeridus,    apud  Gregor.  481.;  befides  the  four  Chronicles  of  Profper 

Turon.  1.  ii.  c.  9.  in  tlichiftorians  of  France,  Tyro,    Profper    of  Aquitain,    Idatius,    and>. 

jom.  ii.  p.    lOy,    166.     Zofiraus,  1.  vi.  p.  Marcellinus. 

2  had 
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had  been  left  to  command  in  the  provinces  of  Spain.     For  fome  rea-    CHAP. 

fon,  of  which  we  are  ignorant,  Gerontius,  inftead  of  afluming  the   " » ^ 

diadem,  placed  it  on  the  head  of  his  friend  Maximus,  who  fixed  his 
refidence  at  Tarragona,  while  the  aftive  count  preffed  forwards, 
through  the  Pyrenees,  to  furprife  the  two  emperors,  Conftantine 
and  Conftans,  before  they  could  prepare  for  their  defence.  The  fon 
was  made  prifoner  at  Vienna,  and'  immediately  put  to  death ;  and 
the  unfortunate  youth  had  fcarcely  leifure  to  deplore  the  elevation  of 
his  family ;  which  had  tempted,  or  compellid  him,  facrilegiouily  to 
defert  the  peaceful  obfcurity  of  the  monaftic  life'.  The  father  main- 
tained a  fiege  within  the  walls  of  Aries ;  but  thofe  walls  muft  have 
yielded  to  the  aflailants,  had  not  the  city  been  unexpededly  relieved 
by  the  approach  of  an  Italian  army.  The  name  of  Honorius,  the 
proclamation  of  a  lawful  emperor,  aftoniihed  the  contending  parties 
of  the  rebels.  Gerontius,  abandoned  by  his  own  troops,  efcaped  to 
the  confines  of  Spain ;  and  refcued  his  name  from  oblivion,  by  the 
Roman  courage  which  appeared  to  animate  the  laft  moments  of  his 
life.  In  the  middle  of  the  night,  a  great  body  of  his  perfidious  fol- 
diers  furrounded,  and  attacked  his  houfe,  which  he  had  ftrongly 
barricaded.  His  wife,  a  valiant  friend  of  the  nation  of  the  Alani, 
and  fome  faithful  flaves,  were  ftill  attached  to  his  perfon ;  and  he 
ufed,  with  fo  much  ikill  and  refolution,  a  large  magazine  of  darts 
and  arrows,  that  above  three  hundred  of  the  aifailants  loft  their  lives 
in  the  attempt.  His  flaves,  when  all  the  miflile  weapons  were  fpent, 
fled  at  the  dawn  of  day;  and  Gerontius,  if  he  had  not  been  reftrained 
by  conjugal  tendernefs,  might  have  imitated  their  example ;  till  the 
foldiers,  provoked  by  fuch  obftinate  refiftance,  applied  fire  on  all 
fides  to  the  houfe.  In  this  fatal  extremity,  he  complied  with  the  re- 
queft  of  his  Barbarian  friend,  and  cut  off  his  head.  The  wife  of 
•Gerontius,  who  conjured  him  not  to  abandon  her  to  a  life  of  mifery 
and  dilgrace,  eagerly  prefented  her  neck  to  his  fword;  'and  the 
L  1  2  tragic 
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Charaaer 
and  viftories 
ofthegeneral 
Conftantlus. 


tragic  Tcene  was  terminated  by  the  death  of  the  count  himfelf,  wha, 
after  three  inefFedlual  ftrokes,  drew  a  ihort  dagger  and  fheathed  it  in 
his  heart  "°.  The  unprotedled  Maximus,  whom  he  had  invefted 
with  the  purple,  was  indebted  for  his  life  to  the  contempt  that  was 
entertained  of  his  power  and  abilities.  The  caprice  of  the  Barba- 
rians, who  ravaged  Spain,  once  more  feated  this  Imperial  phantom 
on  the  throne  :  but  they  foon  refigned  him  to  the  juilice  of  Hono- 
rius  ;  and  the  tyrant  Maximus,  after  he  had  been  ihewn  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Ravenna  and  Rome,  was  publicly  executed. 

The  general,  Conilantius  was  his  name,  who  raifed  by  his  ap- 
proach the  fiege  of  Aries,  and  diflipated  the  troops  of  Gerontius,  was 
born  a  Roman  :  and  this  remarkable  diftindion  is  ftrongly  expreffive 
of  the  decay  of  military  fpirit  among  the  fubjedls  of  the  empire. 
The  ftrength  and  majefty  which  were  confpicuous  in  the  perfon  of 
that  general  '^',  marked  him,  in  the  popular  opinion,  as  a  candidate 
worthy  of  the  throne,  which  he  afterwards  afcended.  In  the  familiar 
intercourfe  of  private  life,  his  manners  were  cheerful  and  engaging : 
nor  would  he  fometimes  difdain,  in  the  licence  of  convivial  mirth, 
to  vie  with  the  pantomimes  themlelves,  in  the  exercifes  of  their  ridi- 
culous profeffion.  But  when  the  trumpet  fummoned  him  to  arms; 
when  he  mounted  his  horfe,  and,  bending  down  (for  fuch  was  his 
fmgular  pradice)  almoft  upon  the  neck,  fiercely  rolled  his  large  ani- 
mated eyes  round  the  field,  Conilantius  then  ftruck  terror  into  his 
foes,  and  infpired  his  foldiers  with  the  affurance  of  viftory.  He  had 
received   from  the  court  of  Ravenna  the  important  commiiTion  of 


''°  The  praifcs  which  Sozomcn  has  be- 
ftowed  on  this  aft  of  defpair,  appear  ftrange 
and  fcandalous  in  the  mouth  of  an  ecclefia- 
ftical  hiftorian.  He  obferves  (p.  379•)»  ^^^^ 
the  wife  of  Gerontius  was  a  Ούηβίαη ;  and 
that  her  death  was  worthy  of  her  religion, 
and  of  immortal  fame. 


'5'  Eiio?  a|io»Typ«i!'.io•,  is  the  cxpreffion  of 
Olympiodorus,  which  he  feems  to  have  bor- 
rowed from  jEoIus,  a  tragedy  of  Euripides, 
of  which  fome  fragments  only  are  now  ex- 
tant (Euripid.  Barnes,  tom.  ii.  p.  443. 
ver.  38.).  This  allulion  may  prove,  that  the 
ancient  tragic  poets  were  flill  familiar  to  the 
Greeks  of  the  fifth  century. 

extirpating 
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extirpating  rebellion  in  the  provinces  of  the  Weft  ;  and  the  pretended    ^  Jt-y.  ''* 

emperor  Conftantine,    after  enjoying   a  ihort  and   anxious  reipite,   ' ' 

ΛΛ^as  again  befieged  in  his  capital  by  the  arms  of  a  more  formidable 
enemy.  Yet  this  interval  allowed  time  for  a  fuccefsful  negociation 
with  the  Franks  and  Alemanni ;  and  his  ambaffador,  Edoblc,  foon 
returned,  at  the  head  of  an  army,  to  difturb  the  operations  of  the 
fiege  of  Aries.  The  Roman  general,  inftead  of  expeding  the  attack 
ia  his  lines,  boldly,  and  perhaps  wifely,  rcfolved  to  pafs  the  Rhone, 
and  to  meet  the  Barbarians.  His  meafures  were  conducted  with  fo 
much  fkill  and  fecrecy,  that,  while  they  engaged  the  infantry  of  Con- 
flantius  in  the  front,  they  were  fuddenly  attacked,  furrounded,  and 
deftroyed  by  the  cavalry  of  his  lieutenant  Ulphilas,  who  had  filently 
gained  an  advantageous  pofl  in  their  rear.  The  remains  of  the  army  of 
Edobic  were  preferved  by  flight  or  fubmiffion,  and  their  leader  efcaped 
from  the  field  of  battle  to  the  houfe  of  a  faithlefs  friend  ;  who  tOQ 
clearly  underftood,  that  the  head  of  his  obnoxious  gueft  would  be  art 
acceptable  and  lucrative  prefent  for  the  Imperial  general.  On  this- 
cccafion,  Conftantius  behaved  with  the  magnanimity  of  a  genuine 
Rom.an.  Subduing,  or  fuppreffmg,  every  fentiment  of  jealoufy,  he 
publicly  acknowledged  the  merit  and  fervices  of  Ulphilas:  but  he 
turned  with  horror  from  the  afiiiiiin  of  Edobic;  and  fternly  intimateil 
his  commands,  that  the  camp  ihould  no  longer  be  polluted  by  the 
prefence  of  an  ungrateful  wretch,  who  had  violated  the  laws'  of 
friendfhip  and  hofpitality.  The  ufurper,  who  beheld,  from  the  walls 
iof  Aries,  the  ruin  of  his  laft  hopes,  was  tempted  to  place  fome  con* 
fidence  in  fo  generous  a  conqueror.  He  required  a  folemn  promife 
for  his  fecurity ;  and  after  receiving,  by  the  impofition  of  hands, 
die  facred  charader  of  a  Chriftian  Prefbyter,  he  ventured  to  open 
the  gates  of  the  city.  But  he  foon  experienced,  that  the  principles 
of  honour  and  integrity,  which  might  regulate  the  ordinary  condudl 
of  Conftantius,  were  fuperfeded  by  the  loofe  dodrines  of  pojitjcal 

morality. 


ftian,  and 
Attalus, 
A.  D.  4U 
.416• 
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CHAP,  morality.     The  Roman  general,  indeed,  refufed  to  fully  his  laurels 

1 . 1  with  the  hlood  of  Conftantine  ;  but  the  abdicated  emperor,  and,  his 

ufurper  Con-  fon  JuUan,  Were  fent  under  a  ftrong  guard  into  Italy ;  and  before 

A*."!)" 41 1,  ^^^y  I'eached  the   palace   of  Ravenna,    they   met  the  minifters  of 

November  .S.       .^^^^j^^ 

Fall  of  the  At  a  time  when  it  was  univerially  confeffed,  that  almoft  every 

vinus/seba-  man  in  the  empire  was  fuperior  in  perfonal  merit  to  the  princes 
whom  the  accident  of  their  birth  had  feated  on  the  throne,  a  rapid 
fucceffion  of  ufurpers,  regardlels  of  the  fate  of  their  predeceiTors, 
ftill  continued  to  arife.  This  mifchief  was  peculiarly  felt  in  the  pro- 
vinces of  Spain  and  Gaul,  where  the  principles  of  order  and  obe- 
dience had  been  extinguiihed  by  war  and  rebellion.  Before  Con- 
ftantine refigned  the  purple,  and  in  the  fourth  month  of  the  fiege  of 
Aries,  intelligence  was  received  in  the  Imperial  camp,  that  Jovinus 
had  affumed  the  diadem  at  Mentz,  in  the  Upper  Germany,  at  the 
inftigation  of  Goar,  king  of  the  Alani,  and  of  Guntiarius,  king  of 
the  Burgundians ;  and  that  the  candidate,  on  whom  they  had  be- 
ftowed  the  empire,  advanced,  with  a  formidable  hofh  of  Barbarians, 
from,  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  to  thofe  of  the  Rhone.  Every  circum- 
ftance  is  dark  and  extraordinary  in  the  Ihort  hiftory  of  the  reign  of 
Jovinus.  It  was  natural  to  expert,  that  a  brave  and  ikilful  general, 
at  the  head  of  a  victorious  army,  would  have  aflerted,  in  a  field  of 
battle,  the  juftice  of  the  caufe  of  Honorius.  The  hafty  retreat  of 
Conilantius  might  be  juftiiied  by  weighty  reafons;  but  he  refigned, 
without  a  ftruggle,  the  pofleflion  of  Gaul:  and  Dardanus,  the  Prze- 
torian  prsefedt,  is  recorded  as  the  only  magiftrate,  who  refufed  to 
yield  obedience  to  the  ufurper  '^\     When  the  Goths,  two  years  after 

"^  Sidonius   Apollinaris    (1.  v.    epLft.   9.  refpeftable  charafter  in  the  world,  and  even 

p.    139.  and  Not.    Sirmond.    p.   58.),  after  in  the  church  ;  held  a  devout  conefpondence 

ftigmatifiiig    the  inconfiaticy    of  Conftantine,  with   St.  Augiillin  and  St.  Jerom ;  and  was 

Uie.  facility  of  Jovinus,  u\<t  perfidy  of  Geron-  complimented  by  the  latter  (torn.  iii.  p.  66.,) 

tins,  continues  to  obferve,  that  all  the  vices  with  the  epithets  of  Chrillianorum  NobiliUi- 

,of  thefe  tyrants  were  united  in  the  perfon  of  me,  and  Nobilium  ChriiUanilume. 


y.ardanus.      Yet   the    prajfeil    fupported 


the 
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the  fiege  of  Rome,  eftablillied  their  quarters  in  Gaul,  it  was  natural  CHAP, 
to  fuppofe  that  their  inclinations  could  be  divided  only  between  the  «  -.-  _■ 
emperor  Honorius,  with  whom  they  had  formed  a  recent  alliance, 
and  the  degraded  Attains,  whom  they  refer\'ed  in  their  camp  for  the 
occafional  purpofe  of  aiting  the  part  of  a  mufician  or  a  monarch. 
Yet  in  a  moment  of  difguft  (for  which  it  is  not  eafy  to  affign  a  caufe, 
or  a  date),  Adolphus  connedted  himfelfwith  the  ufurper  of  Gaul ; 
and  impofed  on  Attains  the  ignominious  taik  of  negociating  the  treaty, 
which  ratified  his  own  difgrace.  We  are  again  furprifed  to  read, 
that,  inftead  of  confidering  the  Gothic  alliance  as  the  firmell;  fupport 
ef  his  throne,  Jovinus  iipbraided,  in  dark  and  ambiguous  language, 
the  officious  importunity  of  Attains  ;  that,  fcorning  the  advice  of 
his  great  ally,  he  inverted  with  the  purple  his  brother  Sebaftian ;  and 
that  he  moil  imprudently  accepted  the  fervice  of  Sarus,  when  that 
gallant  chief,  the  foldier  of  Honorius,  was  provoked  to  defert  the 
court  of  a  prince,  who  knew  not  how  to  reward,  or  puniih.  Adol- 
phus, educated  among  a  race  of  warriors,  who  efteemed  the  duty  of 
revenge  as  the  moil  precious  and  facred  portion  of  their  inheritance, 
advanced  with  a  body  of  ten  thoufand  Goths  to  encounter  the  here-• 
ditary  enemy  of  the  houfe  of  Balti.  He  attacked  Sarus  at  an  un- 
guarded moment,  when  he  was  accompanied  only  by  eighteen  or 
twenty  of  his  valiant  followers.  United  by  friendfhip,  animated  by 
defpair,  but  at  length  oppreffed  by  multitudes,  this  band  of  heroes 
deferved  the  efteem,  without  exciting  the  compaffion,  of  their  ene- 
mies ;  and  the  lion  was  no  fooner  taken  in  the  toils '",  than  he  was 
ihftantly  difpatched.  The  death  of  Sarus  diflblved  the  loofe  alliance  ■ 
which  Adolphus  ilill   maintained  with  the   ufurpers  of  Gaul.     He 

'"  The  expreffion  may  be  underftood  al-  niis  contortis,    was   much  prailifed  by  the 

moil  literally ;  Olympiodorus  fays,  (^ολι?  σαχ-  Huns  (Ammian.  xxxi.  2.).     II  fut  pris  vif 

xf.if  ίζωγξ^αν.     ΣχΗκος  (οΓ  σαχος)  may  fignify  avec  des  filets,  is  the  tranflation  of  Tille- 

a  fack,  or  a  loofe  garment ;  and  this  method  mont.  Hill,  des  Empereurs,  torn.  v.  p.  6o3, 
ef  entangling  and  catching  an  enemy,  laci- 

again 
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again  llfteiied  to  the  cUdates  of  love  and  prudence  ;  and  foon  fatisfied 
the  brother  of  Placidia,  by  the  aflurance  that  he  would  immedi- 
ately tranfmit,  to  the  palace  of  Ravenna,  the  heads  of  the  two 
tyrants,  Jovinus  and  Sebaftian.  The  king  of  the  Goths  executed 
his  promife  without  difficulty  or  delay  :  the  helplefs  brothers,  uniup- 
ported  by  any  perfonal  merit,  were  abandoned  by  their  Barbarian 
auxiliaries;  and  the  ihort  oppoiition  of  Valentia  was  expiated  by  the 
ruin  of  one  of  the  nobleft  cities  of  Gaul.  The  emperor,  chol'en  by  the 
Roman  fenate,  who  had  been  promoted,  degraded,  infulted,  reftored, 
again  degraded,  and  again  infulted,  was  iinally  abandoned  tohisfate:  but 
when  the  Gothic  king  withdrew  his  protedlion,  he  was  reftrained,  by 
pity  or  contempt,  from  offering  any  violence  to  the  perfon  of  Attains. 
The  unfortunate  Attains,  who  was  left  without  fubjeds  or  allies, 
embarked  in  one  of  the  ports  of  Spain,  in  fearch  of  fome  fecure  and 
folitary  retreat :  but  he  was  intercepted  at  fea,  conduded  to  the  pre- 
fence  of  Honorius,  led  in  triumph  through  the  ftreets  of  Rome  or 
Ravenna,  and  publicly  expofed  to  the  gazing  multitude,  on  the 
fecond  ftep  of  the  throne  of  his  invincible  conqueror.  The  fame 
meafure  of  punifhment,  with  which,  in  the  days  of  his  profperity, 
he  was  accufed  of  menacing  his  rival,  was  inflided  on  Attains  him- 
felf :  he  was  condemned,  after  the  amputation  of  two  fingers,  to  a 
perpetual  exile  in  the  iile  of  Lipari,  where  he  was  fupplied  with  the 
decent  neceifaries  of  life.  The  remainder  of  the  reign  of  Honorius 
was  undiilurbed  by  rebellion ;  and  it  may  be  obferved,  that,  in  the 
fpace  of  five  years,  feven  ufurpers  had  yielded  to  the  fortune  of  a 
prince,  Λvho  was  himfelf  incapable  either  of  counfel  or  of  adion. 

The  fituation  of  Spain,  feparated,  on  all  fides,  from  the  enemies 
of  Rome,  by  the  fea,  by  the  mountains,  and  by  intermediate  pro- 
vinces, had  iccured  the  long  tranquillity  of  that  remote  and  fequef- 
tered  countiy  ;  and  vi'e  may  obferve,  as  a  fure  fymptom  of  domeftic 
happinefs,  that,  in  a  period  of  four  hundred  years,  Spain  furniilied 
3  "^'^'T 
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vejy  fe\v  materials  to  the  hiftory  of  tlie  Roman  empire.     The  foot-     ^  ^  ^\  ^• 

fteps  of  the  Barbarians,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Gallieiius,  had  pene-    '^ — -^ ' 

trated  beyond  the  Pyrenees,  were  foon  obliterated  by  the  return  of 
peace;  and  in  the  fourth  century  of  the  Chriftian  nsra,  the  cities  of 
Emerita  or  Merlda,  of  Corduba,  Seville,  Bracara,  and  Tarragona, 
were  numbered  with  the  moil  illuftrious  of  the  Roman  world. 
The  various  plenty  of  the  animal,  the  vegetable,  and  the  mineral 
kingdoms,  was  improved  and  manufadured  by  the  ft-ill  of  an  in- 
duftrious  people ;  and  the  peculiar  advantages  of  naval  ftores  con- 
tributed to  fupport  an  extenfive  and  profitable  trade  "*.  The  arts  and 
fciences  flouriihed  under  the  proteition  of  the  emperors ;  and  if  the 
chara£ter  of  the  Spaniards  was  enfeebled  by  peace  and  fervitude,  the 
hoftile  approach  of  the  Germans,  who  had  fpread  terror  and  defo- 
lation  from  the  Rhine  to  the  P)'Tenee8,  feemed  to  rekindle  fome 
fparks  of  military  ardour.  As  long  as  the  defence  of  the  mountains 
was  entrufted  to  the  hardy  and  faithful  militia  of  the  country,  they 
iuccefsfuUy  repelled  the  frequent  attempts  of  the  Barbarians.  But  no 
fooner  had  the  natioixal  troops  been  compelled  to  relign  their  poft  to 
the  Honorian  bands,  in  the  fervice  of  Conilantine  ;  than  the  gates  of 
Spaii>  were  treacheroufly  betrayed  to  the  public  enemy,  about  ten 
months  before  the  fack  of  Rome  by  the  Goths  '^\  The  confciouf- 
nefs  of  guilt,  and  the  thirft  of  rapine,  prompted  the  mercenaiy 
guards  of  the  Pyrenees  to  defert  their  ftation  ;  to  invite  the  arms  of 
the  Suevi,  the  Vandals,  and  the  Alani ;  and  to  fwell  the  torrent 

"+  Without  recurring  to  the  more  ancient  in  Nonnius,  Hifpania  Illuftrata,  and  in  Huet, 

writers,  I  ftiall  quote  three  refpeflable  tefti-  Hift.    du  Commerce  des    Anciens,    c.    40. 

monies  which  belong  to  the  fourth  and  fe-  p.  228 — 234.. 

venth  centuries  ;   the  Expofitio  totius  Mundi         '"    The  date   is   accurately  fixed  in   the 

(p.  16.  in  the  third  volume  of  Hudfon's  Mi-  Fafti,  and  the  Chronicle  of  Idatius.     Oro- 

nor  Geographers),  A u fonius  (de  Claris  Urbi-  frus  (I.  vii.  c.  40.  p.  578.)  imputes  the  lofs 

bus,  p.  242.  edit. Toll.),  andlfidore  of  Seville  of  Spain  to  the  treachery  of  the  Honorians  ; 

(Praifat.  ad  Chron.  ap.  Grotium,  Hift.  Gotli.  while  Sozomen  (1.  ix.  c.  12.)  accufes  only 

p.  707.).     Many  particulars  relative  to  the  their  negligence, 
fertility  and  trade  of  Spain,  may  be  found 

Vol.  III.  Μ  m  ^vhich 
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CHAP,     -^vhich  was  poured  with   irrefiftible  violence  from   the  frontiers  of 

XXXI. 
*— -ui '    Gaul  to  the  fea  of  Africa.     The  misfortunes  of  Spain  may  be  de- 

fcribed  in  the  language  of  its  moil  eloquent  hillorian,  who  has  con- 

cifely  exprefled  the  paihonate,  and  perhaps  exaggerated,  declamations 

of  contemporary  writers  "^     "  The  irruption  of  thefe  nations  was. 

"  followed  by  the  moft  dreadful  calamities :  as  the  Barbarians  exer- 

"  cifed  their  indifcriminate  cruelty  on  the  fortunes  of  the  Romans. 

"  and  the  Spaniards ;   and   ravaged  with  equal  fury  the  cities  and 

"  the  open  country.     The  progrefs  of  famine  reduced  the  miferable 

"  inhabitants  to  feed  on  the  flelh  of  their  felloΛV-creature3  j  and  even 

**♦  the  wild  beails,  who  multiplied,  without  controul,  in  the  defert, 
^'were  exafpcrated,  by  the  tafte  of  blood,  and 'the   impatience   of 

'  "  hunger,  boldly  to  attack  and  devour  their  human  prey.  Peftilence 
*'  foon  appeared,  the  infeparable  companion  of  famine ;  a  large 
*'  proportion  of  the  people  was  Rvept  away  ;  and  the  groans  of  the 
"  dying  excited  only  the  envy  of  their  fiirviving  friends.  At 
"  length  the  Barbarians,  fatiated  with  carnage  and   rapine,  and  af- 

/"  flidted  by  the  contagious  evils  Λvhich  they  themfelves  had  intro- 
"  duced,  fixed  their  permanent  feats  in  the  depopulated  country. 
"  The  ancient  Gallicia,  whofe  limits  included  the  kingdom  of  Old 
"  Caftille,  was  divided  between  the  Suevi  and  the  Vandals ;  the 
"  Alani  were  fcattered  over  the  provinces  of  Carthagena  and  Lufi- 
*■'  tania,  from  the  Mediterranean  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean  ;  and  the 
"  fruitful  territory  of  Boctica  was  allotted  to  the  Silingi,  another 
"  branch  of  the  \^andalic  nation.  After  regulating  this  partition, 
"  the  conquerors  contracted  Avith  their  new  fubjedls  fome  reciprocal 
"  engagements  of  protedion  and  obedience :  the  lands  were  again 
"  cultivated  ;  and  the  towns  and  villages  were  again  occupied  by  a 
*'  captive  people.     The  greateft  part  of  the  Spaniards  was  even  dif- 

'=^e  Idatius  wiflies  to  apply  the  Prophecies     cumfcances  of  the  event  to  the  terms  of  the 
cf  Daniel   to  thefc  national  calamities  ;  and     picdidion. 
is  therefore  obliged  to  accommodate  the  cir- 

3  "  pofed 
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**  pofed  to  prefer  this  new  condition  of  poverty  and  barbarihn,  to    ^yhy,  ^' 
*'  the  fevere  oppreiTions  of  the  Roman  government :  yet  there  were    ^-— v—™/ 
"  many  who  ftill  aflerted  their   natin^e  freedom ;   and  who  refufed» 
"  more  efpecially  in  the  mountains  of  GaUicia,  to  fubmit  to  the  Bar- 
"  barian  yoke '"." 

The  important  prefent  of  the  heads  of  Jovinus  and  Sebaflian,  had  Adoipims, 
approved  the  friendiliip  of  Adolphus,  and  reftorcd  Gaul  to  the  obe-  Goths 
dience  of  his  brother  Honorius.     Peace  was  incompatible  with  the  illfoSpTin. 
fituation  and  temper  of  the  king  of  the  Goths.     He  readily  accepted   ^'  ^'  ^^"^' 
the  propofal  of  turning  his  vidlorious  arms  againft  the  Barbarians  of 
Spain  :  the  troops  of  Conftantius  intercepted  hi^  communication  witli 
the  fea-ports  of  Gaul,  and  gently  preffed  his  march  towards  the  Py- 
renees'^^:  he  pafled  the  niountains,  and  furprifed,  in  the  name  of 
the  emperor,  the  city  of  Barcelona.     The  fondnefs  of  Adolphus  for 
his  Roman  bride,  was  not  abated  by  time  or  poiTeffion  ;  and  the  birth 
of  a  fon,  furnamed,  from  his  illuftrious  grandfire,  Theodofms,  ap- 
peared  to  fix  him  for  ever  in  the  interefl  of  the  republic.     The  lofs 
of  that  infant,  whofe  remains  were  depofited  in  a  filver  coffin  in  one 
of  the  churches  near  Barcelona,  afflicted  his  parents ;  but  the  grief 
of  the  Gothic  king  was  fufpended  by  the  labours  of  the  field ;  and 
the  courfe  of  his  viftories  was  foon  interrupted  by  domeftic  treafon. 
He  had  imprudently  received  into  his  fervice  one  of  the  followers  of 
Sams ;  a  Barbarian  of  a  daring  fpirit,  but  of  a  diminutive  ftature  j 
whofe  fecret  defire  of  revenging  the  death  of  his  beloved  patron,  was 
continually  irritated  by  the  farcafms  of  his  infolent  mafter.     Adolphus  His  death, 
was  aiTaffinated  in  the  palace  of  Barcelona ;  the  laws  of  the  fucceifion  Auguft!^'^' 

'"  Mariana  de  Rebus   Hifpanicis,    I.  v.  pauperem  libertatem  quam  inter  Romanos 

c.  I.  torn.   i.  p.    148.     Hag.   Comit.    1733.  tributariam  folicitudinem  fuilinere. 
He  had  read,  in  Orofius  (1.  vii.  c.   41.  p.  's'  Tliis  mixture  of  force  and  perfuafion 

579.).  that  the  Barbarians  had  turned  their  may  be  faiHy  inferred  from  comparing  Oro- 

fwords  into  plough-fliares ;  and  that  many  fius  and  Jornandes,  the  Roman  and  the  Go- 

cf  the  Provincials  preferred,  inter  Barbaros  thic  hillorian. 

Μ  m  2  were 
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The  Goths 
conquer  and 
reftoreSpainj 
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418. 


were  violated  by  a  tumultuous  fadion  '";  and  a  ftranger  to  the  royai 
race,  Singeric,  the  brother  of  Sarus  himfelf,  was  feated  on  the  Go- 
thic throne.  The  firil  a£l  of  his  reign  was  the  inhuman  murder  of 
the  fix  children  of  Adolphus,  the  iflue  of  a  former  marriage,  whom 
he  tore,  without  pity,  from  the  feeble  arms  of  a  venerable  bifhop  "'". 
The  unfortunate  Placidia,  inftead  of  the  refpedful  compaifion,  which 
ilic  might  have  excited  in  the  moil  favage  breafts,  was  treated  with 
cruel  and  wanton  infult.  The  daughter  of  the  emperor  Theodofuis, 
confounded  among  a  croud  of  vulgar  captives,  was  compelled  to 
march  on  foot  above  twelve  miles,  before  the  horfe  of  a  Barbarian,^ 
the  affaffin  of  an  huiband,  whom  Placidia  loved  and  lamented  '*'. 

But  Placidia  foon  obtained  the  pleafure  of  revenge  ;  and  the  view 
of  her  ignominious  fufFerings  might  roufe  an  indignant  people  againft 
the  tyrant,  who  was  affaffinated  on  the  feventh  day  of  his  ufurpation. 
After  the  death  of  Singeric,  the  free  choice  of  the  nation  beftowed 
the  Gothic  fceptre  on  Wallia  ;  whofe  warlike  and  ambitious  temper 
appeared,  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  extremely  hoftile  to  the 
republic.  He  marched,  in  arms,  from  Barcelona  to  the  ihores  of 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  which  the  ancients  revered  and  dreaded  as  the 
boundary  of  the  world.  But  when  he  reached  the  Southern  pro- 
montory of  Spain "",  and,  from  the  rock  now  covered  by  the 
fortrefs  of  Gibraltar,  contemplated  the  neighbouring  and  fertile  coaft 
of  Africa,  "Wallia  refumed  the  defigns  of  conqueft,  which  had  been 


'■'  According  to  the  fyftem  of  Jornandes 
(c.  33.  p.  659.),  the  true  hereditary  right  to 
ihe  Gothic  fceptre  was  veiled  in  the  uimali; 
but  thcife  princes,  who  were  the  vaifals  of 
the  Huns,  commanded  the  tribes  of  the 
Oftrogoths  in  fome  diftant  parts  of  Germany 
or  Scythia. 

"°  The  murder  is  related  by  Olympiodo- 
riii ;  but  the  number  of  the  children  is  taken 
•tn'm  an  epitaph  of  fufpefted  authfcrity. 

•**  The  death  of  Adolphus  wa?  celebrated 

8 


at   Conftantinople   with    illuminations    and 
Circenfian  games.    (See  Chron.  Alexandrin.) 
It  may  feem  doubtful,  whether  the  Greeks 
were  aftuated,  on  this  occafion,  by  their  ha- 
tred, of  the  Barbarians,  or  of  the  Latins. 
"^  Quod  TarleJJlacU  avus  hujiis  Valli.i  terris 
Vandalicas  turmas,  et  jundi  Martis  Alanos 
Stravit,  et  occiduam  texere  cadavera  C^ji^ia. 
Sidon.  Apollinar.  in  Panegyr.  Anthem. 
363.  p.  300.  edit.  Sirmond. 


interrupted 
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interrupted  by  the  death  of  Alaric.  The  winds  and  waves  again  chap. 
diilvppcinted  the  enterprife  of  the  Goths ;  and  the  minds  of  a  fuper-  ^.  ■■  >  »i 
ftitious  people  were  deeply  afFeded  by  the  repeated  difafters  of  ftorms 
and  ihipwrecks.  In  this  difpofition,  the  fuccefibr  of  Adolphus  no 
longer  refufed  to  liften  to  a  Roman  ambafiador,  whofe  propofals 
were  enforced  by  the  real,  or  fuppofed,  approach  of  a  numerous  army, 
under  the  conduit  of  the  braA'e  Conftantius.  A  folemn  treaty  was 
ftipulated  and  obferved :  Placidia  was  honourably  reftored  to  her 
brother;  fix  hundred  thoufand  meafures  of  wheat  were  delivered  to 
the  hungry  Goths  '" ;  and  Wallia  engaged  to  draw  his  fword  in  the 
lervice  of  the  empire.  A  bloody  war  was  inftantly  excited  among 
the  Barbarians  of  Spain  ;  and  the  contending  princes  are  faid  to  have 
addreifed  their  letters,  their  ambaiTadors,  and  their  hoftages,  to  the 
throne  of  the  Weftern  emperor,  exhorting  him  to  remain  a  tranquil 
fpedator  of  their  conteft ;  the  events  of  which  muft  be  favourable  to 
the  Romans,  by  the  mutual  ilaughter  of  their  common  enemies  "^*. 
The  Spaniih  war  was  obftinately  fupported,  during  three  campaigns,  ■ 
with  defperate  valour,  and  various  fuccefs ;  and  the  martial  atchleve- 
ments  of  Wallia  diifufed  through  the  empire  the  fuperior  renown 
of  the  Gothic  hero.  He  exterminated  the  Silingi,  who  had  irre- 
tiievably  ruined  the  elegant  plenty  of  the  province  of  Boetlca.  He 
il€w,,in  battle,  the  king  of  the  Alanij  and  the  remains  of  thofe 
Scythian  wanderers,  who  efcaped  from  the  field,  inftead  of  chufing 
a•  new  leader,  humbly  fought  a  refuge  under  the  ftandard  of  the 
Vandals,  with  whom  they  were  ever  afterwards  confounded.  The 
Vandals  themfelves,    and  the  Suevi,  yielded  to  the  eftorts  of  the 

'°'  This  fupply  was  very  acceptable:  the  ed  letters.  Tu  cum  omnihcs  pacem  habe, 
Goths  were  infulted  by  the  Vandals  of  Spain  omniumque  obfides  sccipe  ;  ros  nobis  coiifii- 
with  the  epithet  oi  Truli,  becaufe,  in  their  gimus,  nobis  perimxis,  tibi  vincini  us ;  J  in- 
extreme  diftrefs,  they  had  given  a  piece  of  niortalis  vero  quarllus  erat  Reipublicx  tu.T, 
gold  for  a  trula,  or  about  half  a  pound  of  fi  utrique  pereamus.  The  idea  is  jull ;  biit 
flour.     Olympiod.  apud  Phot.  p.  1S9.  I  cannot  pirfuade  niyfelf  that  it  was  en.tcr» 

'**  Orofius  inferts  a  copy  of  thefe  pretend-  tained,  or  cxprefled,  bv  the  Earbafia'ns. 

invincible 


ιηο 


Their  eft.i- 
■bliihment  in 
Aqiiitain, 
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invincible  Goths.  The  promilcuous  multitude  of  Barbarians,  whofe 
retreat  had  been^  intercepted,  were  driven  into  the  mountains  of 
Gallicia ;  where  they  ftill  continued,  in  a  narrow  compafs,  and  on 
a  barren  foil,  to  exercifc  their  domeftic  and  implacable  hoftilities. 
\\\  the  pride  of  vidory,  Wallia  was  faithful  to  his  engagements :  he 
reftored  his  Spaniih  conquefts  to  the  obedience  of  Honorius;  and 
the  tyranny  of  the  Imperial  officers  foon  reduced  an  oppreiTed  people 
to  regret  the  time  of  their  Barbarian  fervitude.  While  the  event  of 
the  war  was  ftill  doubtful,  the  firft  advantages  obtained  by  the  arms 
of  Wallia,  had  encouraged  the  court  of  Ravenna  to  decree  the  ho- 
nours of  a  triumph  to  their  feeble  fovereign.  He  entered  Rome  like 
the  ancient  conquerors  of  nations  ;  and  if  the  monuments  of  ferA'ile 
corruption  had  not  long  fince  met  with  the  fate  which  they  deferved, 
we  fhould  probably  find  that  a  croud  of  poets,  and  orators,  of  ma- 
giftrates,  and  biihops,  applauded  the  fortune,  the  wifdom,  and  the 
invincible  courage,  of  the  emperor  Honorius  '^^ 

Such  a  triumph  might  have  been  juftly  claimed  by  the  ally  of 
Rome,  if  Wallia,  before  he  repafled  the  Pyrenees,  had  extirpated 
the  feeds  of  the  Spaniih  war.  His  viaiorious  Goths,  forty-three 
years  after  they  had  paiTed  the  Danube,  Λvere  eftablifhed,  according 
to  the  faith  of  treaties,  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  fecond  Aquitain;  a 
maritime  province  between  the  Garonne  and  the  Loire,  under  the 
civil  and  ecclefiaftical  jurifdidion  of  Bourdeaux.  That  metropolis, 
advantageoufly  fituated  for  the  trade  of  the  ocean,  was  built  in  a 
regular  and  elegant  form  ;  and  its  numerous  inhabitants  were  diftin- 
guiflied  among  the  Gauls  by  their  wealth,  their  learning,  and  the 
politenefs  of  their  manners.     The  adjacent  province,  which  has  been 


'^'  Romam  triumphns  ingrcditur,  is  the  from    Olympiodorus    (apud   Phot.    p.  1S8.), 

/ormal    e.xpieilion    of  Profper's    Chronicle.  Orofius   (1.  vii.  c.  43.    p.  584  —  587.).    Jor- 

The  fadls  which  relate  to  the  death  of  Adol-  nandes   (de  Rebus  Geticis,  c.  31,  3?.),  and 

^h.us,  .and  the  exploits  of  Walliaj  are  related  the  Chronicles  of  Idatius  and  Ifislore. 


fondly 


dians. 
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fondly  compared  to  the  garden  of  Eden,  is  blefTcd  wiih  a  frullful 
foil,  and  a  temperate  climate  ;  the  face  of  the  country  difplayed  the 
arts  and  the  re^vards  of  induftry ;  and  the  Goths,  after  their  mar- 
tial toils,  luxurioufly  exhaufted  the  rich  vineyards  of  Aquitain  "^ 
The  Gothic  limits  were  enlarged,  by  the  additional  gift  of  fome 
neighbouring  diocefes  ;  and  the  fucceffbrs  of  Aiaric  fixed  their 
royal  refiddice  at  Thouloufe,  which  included  five  populous  quar- 
ters, or  cities,  within  the  fpacious  circuit  of  its  walls.  About  the 
fame  time,  in  the  lail  years  of  the  reign  of  Honorius,  the 
Goths,  the  Burgundians,  and  the  Franks,  obtained  a  per^  TheBurgun- 
manent  feat  and  dominion  in  the  provinces  of  Gaul.  The  liberal 
grant  of  the  ufurper  Jovinus  to  his  Burgundian  allies,  was  con'- 
tirmed  by  the  lawful  emperor  ;  the  lands  of  the  Firft,  or  Upper, 
Germany,  were  ceded  to  thofe  formidable  Barbarians ;  and  they 
gradually  occupied,  either  by  conqueft  or  treaty,  the  two  provinces 
which  ftill  retain,  with  the  titles  of  Duchy  and  of  County,  the  na- 
tional appellation  of  Burgundy  '^^  The  Franks,  the  valiant  and 
faithful  allies  of  the  Roman  republic,  were  foon  tempted  to  imitate 
the  invaders,  whom  they  had  fo  bravely  refilled.  Treves,  the 
capital  of  Gaul,  was  pillaged  by  their  lawlefs  bands ;  and  the 
humble  colony,  which  they  fo  long  maintained  in  the  diftrift 
of  Toxandria,  in  Brabant,  infenfibly  multiplied  along  the  banks 
of  the  Meufe  and  Scheld,  till  their  independent  power  filled  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Second,  or  LoAver  Germany.  Thefe  flicfls 
may  be  fufficiently  juftified  by  hiftoric  evidence  :  but  the  foundation 
of  the  French  monarchy  by  Pharamond,   the  conquefls,  the   laws, 

"6  Auronius(de  Claris  Urbibus,  p.  257 —  Burgundians,  who   treated  their  fubjeils   of 

362.)  celebrates  Eourdeaux  with  the  partial  Gaul  as  their  Chriftian  brethren.     Mafcou 

aiFeftion   of  a   native.     See  in  Salvian    (de  has  illuftrated  the  origin  of  their  kingdom  in 

Gubern.  Dei,  p.  228.  Paris,  1608.)  a  florid  the  four  firft   annotations  at  the  end  of  his 

defcription  of  the  provinces  of  Aquitain  and  laborious   Hiilory  of  the  Ancient  Germansj 

Novcmpopulania.  vol.  ii.  p.  555—572.  of  the  Englilh  tranfla- 

'"  Orofius  (1.  vli.   c.  32.  p.  550.)   com^  tion. 
mends  the  mildncfs   and  modefty  of  thefe 

and 
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and  even  the  cxiftcncc,  of  that  hero,  have  been  juftly  arraigned  by 
the  impartial  feverity  of  modern  criticifm  "'^. 

The  ruin  of  the  opulent  provinces  of  Gaul  may  be  d;xted  from  the 
eftabliiliment  of  thefe  Barbarians,  whofe  alliance  was  dangerous  and 
oppreifive,  and  who  were  capricioufly  impelled,  by  intereft  or  paf- 
fion,  to  violate  the  public  peace.  A  heavy  and  partial  ranfom  was 
Impofed  on  the  furviving  provincials,  who  had  efcaped  the  calamities 
of  war  ;  the  fiiireft  and  moil  fertile  lands  were  afligned  to  the  rapa- 
cious ftrangers,  for  the  ufe  of  their  families,  their  flaves,  and  their 
cattle  ;  and  the  trembling  natives  relinquiihed  with  a  figh  the  inher 
ritance  of  their  fathers.  Yet  thefe  domeftic  misfortunes,  which  are 
feldom  the  lot  of  a  vanquiflied  people,  had  been  felt  and  inflided  by 
the  Romans  themfeU'-es,  not  only  in  the  infolence  of  foreign  con- 
queft,  but  in  the  madnefs  of  civil  difcord.  The  Triumvirs  profcribed 
eighteen  of  the  moil  flouriihing  colonies  of  Italy  j  and  diftributed 
their  lands  and  houfes  to  the  veterans  who  revenged  the  death  of 
Casfar,  and  opprefled  the  liberty  of  their  country.  Two  poets,  of 
unequal  fame,  have  deplored,  in  fimilar  circumftances,  the  lofs  of 
their  patrimony  :  but  the  legionaries  of  Auguftus  appear  to  have 
furpafled,  in  violence  and  injuftice,  the  Barbarians,  w^ho  invaded 
Gaul,  under  the  reign  of  Honorius.  It  was  not  Λvithout  the  utmoft 
difficulty  that  Virgil  efcaped  from  the  fword  of  the  Centurion,  who 
had  ufurped  his  farm  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mantua ""' ;  but  Pau- 

linus 


"'  See  Mafcou.l.  viii.  c.  43,  44,  4;.  Ex- 
cept in  a  Ihort  and  Aifpicious  line  of  the 
Chronicle  of  Profper  (in  torn.  i.  p.  638.)!  the 
name  of  Pharamond  is  never  mentioned  be- 
fore the  feventh  century.  The  author  of  the 
Gefta  Francorum  (in  torn.  ii.  p.  543•)  fug- 
gefts,  probably  enough,  that  the  choice  of 
Pharamond,  or  at  leait  of  a  king,  was  re- 
commended to  the  Franks  by  his  father  Mar- 
comir,  who  was  an  exile  in  Tufcany. 


"^'  0  Lycida,   vivi  penxnlraus  :   advena 

nollri 
(Quod  nunquam  veriti  fumus)  ut  pofieilbr 

agelli 
Diceret  :  Hasc  mea  funt ;  veteres  migrate 

coloni. 

Nunc  vifti  triftes,  &c. 

Seethe  whole  of  the  ninth  eclogue,  with  the 

ufeful    Commentary    of   Servius.      Fifteen 

miles  of  the  Mantuan  territory  were  afligned 

to 
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chafer,  which  he  accepted  with  pleafure  and  furprife ;  and,  though    ^.-y-».  ^ 

it  was  much  inferior  to  the  real  vakie  of  his  eitate,  this  a£l  of 
rapine  was  difguifed  by  fome  colours  of  moderation  and  equity  "'. 
The  odious  name  of  conquerors,  was  foftened  into  the  mild  and  friend- 
ly appellation  of  the  gue/Is  of  the  Romans ;  and  the  Barbarians  of 
Gaul,  more  efpecially  the  Goths,  repeatedly  declared,  that  they  were 
bound  to  the  people  by  the  ties  of  hofpitality,  and  to  the  emperor 
by  the  duty  of  allegiance  and  inilitary  fervice.  The  title  of  Hono- 
rius  and  his  fucceflbrs,  their  laws,  and  their  civil  magiftrates,  were 
ftill  refpedled  in  the  provinces  of  Gaul,  of  which  they  had  refigned 
the  poiTeilion  to  the  Barbarian  allies;  and  the  kings,  who  exercifed 
a  fupreme  and  independent  authority  over  their  native  fubjedls,  am- 
bitioufly  folicited  the  more  honourable  rank  of  mafter-generals  of 
the  Imperial  armies  '".  Such  was  the  involuntary  reverence  which 
the  Roman  name  ftill  imprefled  on  the  minds  of  thofe  warriors, 
who  had  borne  away  in  triumph  the  fpoils  of  the  Capitol. 

Whilft  Italy  was  ravaged  by  the  Goths,  and  a  fucceffion  of  feeble  Revolt  of 
tyrants  opprefled  the  provinces  beyond  the  Alps,  the  Britifh  ifland  ArlmoHca"^ 
feparated  itfelf  from  the  body  of  the  Roman  empire.     The  regular  ^'  ^"  '^°^' 
forces  which   guai'ded   that   remote  province,    had  been  gradually 
withdrawn  ;  and  Britain  was  abandoned,  without  defence,   to   the 
Saxon  pirates,  and  the  favages  of  Ireland  and  Caledonia.     The  Bri- 
tons, reduced  to  this  extremity,  no  longer  relied  on  the  tardy  and 

to  the  veterans,  with  a  refervation,  in  Tavour  charifticon  of  Paulinus,  575.  apud  Mafcoii, 

of  the  inhabitants,  of  three  miles  round  the  1•  viii.  e.  42. 

city.     Even  in  this  favour  they  were  cheated         ""  This  important  truth  is  eftabliihed  by 

by  Alfenus  Varus,  a  famous  lawyer,  and  one  '^'  ^»""^•'^^  °^  Tillemont  (Hift.  des  Emp, 

r    ,  ■,-  ,  r      J     ■   1..  torn.  V.  p.  Oil.),  and  by  themgenuity  ofthe 

of  the  commi  Uoners,   who   meafured  eight  Ai-i'r>   u       /ύ•Λ    j     ι.τ^     li-T,-  ,    . 

'  °  AbbeDubos  (Hill.de  I  Etabliflenient  de  la 

hundred  paces  of  water  and  morafs.  Monarchie  Franjolfe  dans  les  Gaules,  torn.  i. 

'''"  See  the  remarkable  pafiage  of  tl^e  Eu-  p.  259.). 

Vol.  III.  Ν  η  doubtful 
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C  U  A  P.  doubtful  aid  of  a  declining  monarchy.  They  aflembled  in  arms, 
»  ,  y  ■/  repelled  the  invaders,  and  rejoiced  in  the  important  difcovery  of  their 
own  llrength  "*.  Afflided  by  fnnilar  calamities,  and  adluated  by 
the  fame  fpirit,  the  Armorican  provinces  (a  name  which  compre- 
hended the  maritime  countries  of  Gaul  between  the  Seine  and  the 
Loire "")  refolvcd  to  imitate  the  example  of  the  neighbouring  ifland. 
They  expelled  the  Roman  magiftrates,  who  adted  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  ufurper  Conftantine ;  and  a  free  government  was  efta- 
bliihed  among  a  people  who  had  fo  long  been  fubjedt  to  the  arbitrary 
w^ill  of  a  mafter.  The  independence  of  Britain  and  Armorica  was 
foon  confirmed  by  Honorius  himfelf,  the  lawful  emperor  of  the 
Weft  ;  and  the  letters,  by  which  he  committed  to  the  new  ftates  the 
care  of  their  own  fafety,  might  be  interpreted  as  an  abfolute  and 
perpetual  abdication  of  the  exercife  and  rights  of  fovereignty.  This 
interpretation  was,  in  fome  meafure,  juftified  by  the  event.  After 
the  ufurpers  of  Gaul  had  fucceffively  fallen,  the  maritime  provinces 
were  reftored  to  the  empire.  Yet  their  obedience  was  imperfedt  and 
precarious  :  the  vain,  inconftant,  rebellious  difpofition  of  the  people, 
was  incompatible   either  with  freedom  or  fervitude  "* ;   and  Armo- 

"^  Zofimus  (1.  vi.  p.  376.   383.)  relates  Torva,  ferox,   ventofa,   procax,    incauta, 

in  a  few  words  the  revolt  of  Britain  and  At-  rebellis ; 

morica.     Our  antiquarians,  even  the  great  Inconftans,  difparque  fibi  novitatis  amore  ; 

Cambden  himfelf,  have   been  betrayed  into  Prodiga    verboruni,    fed    non    ec   prodiga 

many  grofs  errors,  by  their  imperRd  know-  fafii. 

ledge  of  the  hiftory  of  the  continent.  Erricjs,  Monach.  in  Vit.  St.  Germani,  I.  ^^ 

'"  The  limits  of  Armorica  are  defined  by  apyj  γ^ι^Γ.  Notit.  Galliarum,  p.  43.     Va- 

two  national  geographers,  Meffieurs  de Valois  j^^^j  .iHeges  feveral   tellimonies    to  confirm 

and  d'Anville,  in  their  Notitias  of  Ancient  j^is  charafter;  to  which  I  (liall  add  the  evl- 

Gaul.     The  word  had  been  ufed  in  a  more  ^jence  of  the  prefbyter  Conftantine  (A.  D. 

extenfive,  and  was  afterwards  contrafted  to  a  ^gg.)^  ^^ho,  in  the  life  of  St.  Germain,  calls 

much  narrower,  fignification.  the  Armorican  rebels,  mobilem  et  indifcipli- 

''♦  Gens  inter  geminos  notifiimaclauditur  natum    populum.      See    the    Hiftorians    of 

amnes,  France,  torn.  i.  p.  643. 

Armoricana  prius  veteri  cognomine  difla, 

rica.s 
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r'lca,  though  it  could  not  long  maintain  the  form  of  a  republic  ''\ 
was  agitated  by  frequent  and  deftrudive  revolts.  Britain  was  irre- 
coverably loft  ''^  But  as  the  emperors  wifely  acquiefced  in  the 
independence  of  a  remote  province,  the  feparation  was  not  em- 
bittered by  the  reproach  of  tyranny  or  rebellion ;  and  the  claims 
of  allegiance  and  protection  were  fuccecded  by  tlie  mutual  and  vo- 
luntary offices  of  national  friendihip '",    ' 

This  revolution  diffolved  the  artificial  fabric  of  civil  and  military 
government;  and  the  independent  country,  during  a  period  of  forty  A.D.  409- 
years,  till  the  defcent  of  the  Saxons,  was  rulod  by  the  authority  of 
the  clergy,  the  nobles,  and  the  municipal  towns  "^  I.  Zofimus,  who 
alone  has  preferved  the  memory  of  this  fmgular  traniaction,  very 
accurately  obferves,  that  the  letters  of  Honorius  were  addrefled  to 
the  cities  of  Britain "".  Under  the  protection  of  the  Romans, 
ninety-two  confiderable  towns  had  arifen  in  the  feveral  parts  of 
that  great  province  ;  and,  among  thefe,  thirty-three  cities  were  diftln- 
guiilied  above  the  reft  by  their  fuperior  privileges  and  importance  "". 

'7'  I  thought  it  neceffary  to  enter  my  pro-  produced,  that  the  independent  Britons raifed 

teftagainil  this  part  of  the  lyilem  of  the  Abbe  12,000  men   for  the  fervice  of  the  emperor 

Dubos,  which  Montefquieu  has  fo  vigorouily  Anthemius,  in  Gaul. 

oppofed.     See    Efprit  des  Loix,    1.    x.xx.  c.  '^"  I    owe   it   to   myfelf,    and    to  hiftoric 

24.  truth,  to  declare,  that  fome  circimfiances  in 

''*  E(iTxnia>.(/.E»To»  Pi',«,2;oi  α;2τωτ«5β-!ΐ  ax£Ti  this   paragraph    ar£  founded   only  on  con- 

Evrv,  are  the  words  of  Procopiiis  (de  Bell. Van-  jeflure     and     analogy.      The    ftubbornnefs 

dal.  1.  i.  c.  2.    p.  181.  Louvre  edition)  in  a  of  our  language  has  fometimes  forced  me  to 

very  important  paflage,   which  has  been  too  deviate  from  the  conditional  into  the  iiiiiica- 

much  negleded.     Even   Bede   (Hift.  Gent,  live  mood. 

Anglican.  1.  i.  c  12.  p.  50.  edit.  Smitli)  ac-  ''^  Deoi  iv.c  t»  ΒξίταηίΆ  m^:ic.     Zofimus,  1. 

knowledges  th.it  the  Romans  finally  left  Bri-  vi.  p.  383. 

tain  in  the  reign  of  Honorius.     Yet  our  mo-  ""  Two   cities  of  Britain  were  mimicipia, 

dern   hiilorians  and  antiquaries   extend   the  nine  colonies,  ten   Latii  jure  donatrt,  twelve 

term  of  their  dominion  ;  and  there  are  fome  flipendiarire  of  eminent  note.     This  detail  is 

who  allow  only  the  interval  of  a  few  months  taken  from  Richard  of  Cirencefter,  de  Situ 

between  their  departure  and  the  arrival  of  the  Britanni.T,   p.   36.;  and  though  it  may  not 

Saxons.  fecni  probable,  that  he  wrote  from  the  MSS. 

'"  Bede  has  not  forgot  the  occafional  aid  of  a   Roman   general,    he  /hews  a  genuine 

of  the  legions  againft  the  Scots  and  Piils  ;  knowledge   of  antiquity,  very  extraordinary 

and  more  authentic  proof  will  hereafter  be  for  a  monk  of  the  fourteenth  century. 

Ν  η  2  Each 
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Each  of  tliefe  cities,  as  in  all  the  other  proviaces  of  the  eniiplre, 
formed  a  legal  corporation,  for  the  purpofc  of  regulating  their  do- 
meflic  policy ;  and  the  powers  of  municipal  government  were  diftri- 
buted  among  annual  magiftrates,  a  feleit  fenate,  and  the  aflembly 
of  the  people,  according  to  the  original  model  of  the  Roman  confti- 
tution  ''",  The  management  of  a  common  revenue,  the  exercife  of 
civil  and  criminal  jurifdidion,  and  the  habits  of  public  counfel  and 
command,  w^ere  inherent  to  thefe  petty  republics ;  and  when  they 
alTerted  their  independence,  the  yoiith  of  the  city,  and  of  the  ad- 
jacent diftrids,^  would  naturally  range  themfelves  under  the  ilandard 
of  the  magiilrate.  But  the  defire  of  obtaining  the  advantages,  and 
of  efcaping  the  burthens,  of  political  fociety,  is  a  perpetual  and  in- 
exhauftible  fource  of  diicord  ;  nor  can  it  reafonably  be  prefumed, 
that  the  reftoration  of  Britiih  freedom  was  exempt  from  tumult  and 
fadion.  The  pre-eminence  of  birth  and  fortune  muft  have  been 
frequently  violated  by  bold  and  popular  citizens ;-  and  the  haughty 
nobles,  who  complained  that  they  were  become  the  fubjeds  of  their 
own  fervants  '",  would  fometimes  regret  the  reign  of  an  arbitrary 
monarch.  II.  The  jurifdidion  of  each  city  over  the  adjacent  coun- 
try, was  fupported  by  the  patiimonial  influence  of  the  principal 
fenators  ;  and  the  fmaller  towns,  the  villages,  and  tlie  proprietors 
of  land,  confulted  their  own  fafety  by  adhering  to  the  ihelter  of  thefe 
rifing  republics.  The  fphere  of  their  attradion  Vv^as  proportioned 
to  the  refpedive  degrees  of  their  wealth  and  populoufnefs ;  but  the 
hereditary  lords  of  ample  poiTeflions,  who  were  not  opprelled  by 
the  neighbourhood  of  any  powerful  city,  afpired  to  the  rank  of  in- 
dependent princes,  and  boldly  exercifed  the  rights  of  peace  and 
war.     The  gardens  and  villas,  which  exhibited  fome  faint  imitation 

""  See  Maffei  Verona  Illuftrala,    part  i.         '"  Leges  reiiituit,  libertatemque  reducit, 
1.  V.  p.  ?3  -  lo6.  lit  fejvos  famulis  non  finit  cffe  fuis^ 

Itinerar.  Rutil.  1.  i.  21.5. 
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cf  Italian  elegance,  would  foon  be  converted  into  ftrong  caflles, 
the  refuge,  in  time  of  danger,  of  the  adjacent  country'":  the 
produce  of  the  land  was  applied  to  purchafe  arms  and  horfes  ;  to 
maintain  a  military  force  of  flaves,  of  peafants,  and  of  licentious- 
followers  ;  and  the  chieftain  might  aflume,  within  his  own  domain, 
the  powers  of  a  civil  magiftrate.  Several  of  thefe  Britifh  chiefs 
might  be  the  genuine  pofterity  of  ancient  kings  ;  and  many  more 
would  be  tempted  to  adopt  this  honourable  genealogy,  and  to  vin- 
dicate their  hereditary  claims,  which  had  been  fufpended  by  the 
ufui-pation  of  the  Casfars  "\  Their  fituation,  and  their  hopes,  would 
difpofe  them  to  affed  the  drefs,  the  language,  and  the  cuftoms  of 
their  anceftors.  If  the  princes  of  Britain  relapfed  into  barbarifmi 
while  the  diies  iludloufly  preferved  the  laws  and  manners  of  Rome, 
the  whole  ifland  muft  have  been  gradually  divided  by  the  diftinaiort 
of  two  national  parties  ;  again  broken  into  a  thoufand  fubdivifions 
of  Λvar  and  fadion,  by  the  various  provocations  of  intereft  and  re- 
fentment.  The  public  ilrength,  inftead  of  being  united  againft  a 
foreign  enemy,  was  confumed  in  obfcure  and  inteftine  quarrels ;  and 
the  perfonal  merit  which  had  placed  a  fuccefsful  leader  at  the  head  of 
his  equals,  might  enable  him  to  fubdue  the  freedom  of  fojne  neic^h- 
bouring  cities  3  and  to  claim  a  rank  among  the  tyrants  "\  who  infeiled 
Britain  after  the  diflblution  of  the  Roman  government.     IIL  The 


*"  An  infoription  (apud  Sirmond,  Not.  ad  from  the  time  of  Claudius  to  that  of  Hono- 

Sldon.  Apollinar.  p.  59.)  defcribes  a  caftle,  rius.     See  Whitaker's  Hiftory  of  Mancheiler, 

cum  muris  et  portis,  tuition!  omnium,  erefted  vol.  i.  p.  247 — 257. 

by  DarJanus  on  hisown  ellate,  near  Sifteron,         '^^  ^^y  y_^_    ^^^   τνζχηοίς    a-^r'   αντα  ψιη. 

in  the  fecond  Narbonnefe,  and  named  byhim  Procopius,  de   Bell.  VandaL  1.  i.  c.   2.   p. 

Theopolis.  181.   BritannLifenilisprovincia  tyrannorum, 

"*  The  ellablilhment  of  their  power  would  was  the  expreffion  of  Jerom,  in  the  year  415 

have  been  eafy  indeed,  if  we  could  adopt  the  (torn.  ii.   p.   255.   ad  Ctefiphont.).     By   the 

iinprafticable  fcheme  of  a  lively  and  learned  pilgrims,  who  reforted  every  year  to  the  Holy 

antiquarian  ;  who  fuppofes,  that  the  Eritiih  Land,  the    monk  of  Bethlem    received   the 

nionarchs  of  the  feveral  tribes  continued  to  earlieil  and  moil  accurate  intelligence. 
reign,  though  with  fubordinate  jurifdiftioa, 

Britifli. 
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Brltlfla  church  might  be  compofed  of  thirty  or  forty  biihops  '",  with 
an  adequate  proportion  of  the  inferior  clergy  ;  and  the  want  of 
riches  (for  they  feem  to  have  been  poor  "")  would  compel  them  to 
deferve  the  public  efteem,  by  a  decent  and  exemplary  behaviour. 
The  intereft,  as  well  as  the  temper  of  the  clergy,  was  favourable 
to  the  peace  and  union  of  their  diftraded  country:  thofe  falutary 
leilons  might  be  frequently  inculcated  in  their  popular  difcourfes  ; 
and  the  epifcopal  fynods  were  the  only  councils  that  could  pretend  to 
the  weight  and  authority  of  a  national  aflembly.  In  fuch  coun- 
cils, where  the  princes  and  magiftrates  fat  promifcuoufly  with  the 
biihops,  the  important  affairs  of  the  ftate,  as  well  as  of  the  church, 
might  be  freely  debated ;  differences  reconciled,  alliances  formed, 
contributions  impofed,  wife  refolutions  often  concerted,  and  fome- 
times  executed  ;  and  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  in  moments  of 
extreme  danger,  a  Pendragon^  orDidator,  was  eleded  by  the  general 
conient  of  the  Britons.  Thefe  paftoral  cares,  fo  worthy  of  the  epif- 
copal charader,  were  interrupted,  however,  by  zeal  and  fuperftition  ; 
and  the  Britiih  clergy  inceflantly  laboured  to  eradicate  the  Pelagian 
herefy,  which  they  abhorred,  as  the  peculiar  difgrace  of  their  native 
country  '^'. 

It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  or  rather  it  is  extremely  natural,  that 
the  revolt  of  Britain  and  Ai'morica  fhould  have  introduced  an  ap- 
pearance of  liberty  into  the  obedient  provinces  of  Gaul.  In  a  fo- 
lema   edidt  "^',  filled  with  the  ftrongcft  ailurances  of  that  piiternal 


'"'''  See  Bingham's  Ecclef.  Antiquities, 
vol.i.  1.  ix.  c.  6.  p.39|. 

'"  It  is  reported  of  three  Britifh  biiliops 
(ivho  afiiiled  at  the  council  of  Rimini,  A.D. 
359.  t.r.n  fr;iuperes  fiiiiTe  ut  nihil  haberent. 
Siilpicius  Scverus,  Hift.  Sacra,  I.  ii.  p.  420. 
Some  of  their  brethren,  however,  were  in 
jjettcxcircumrtanccs. 

3 


'8^  Confult  Ufher,  de  Antiq.  Ecclef.  Bri- 
tannicar.   c.  8  -  1 2. 

''"  Sec  the  correft  text  of  this  ediii:,  as 
publiilied  by  Sirraond  (Not.  ad  Sidon.  Apol- 
lin.  p.  147.)•  Hincmar,  of  Rheinis,  who 
afligns  a  place  to  the  bifiops,  had  probably 
feen  (in  the  ninth  century)  a  more  perfviit 
copy.  Dubos,  liift.  Critique  de  la  Monar- 
chie  Fran9cire,  torn.  i.  p.  24.1—  255. 

affedion 
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afFeiilion  which  princes  fo  often  exprefs,  and  fo  feldom  feel,  the  ^ J|,,^^• 
emperor  Honorius  promulgated  his  intention  of  convening  an  an-  v. — -v~ — » 
nual  affembly  of  the  ftven  provinces  :  a  name  peculiarly  appro- 
pViatcd  to  Aquitain,  and  the  ancient  Narbonnefe,  which  had  long 
iince  exchanged  their  Celtic  rudenefs  for  the  ufeful  and  elegant  arts 
of  Italy "'".  Aries,  the  feat  of  government  and  commerce,i  was 
appointed  for  the  place  of  the  aifembly ;  which  regularly  continued 
twenty-eight  days,  from  the  fifteenth  of  Auguft  to  the  thirteenth  of 
September,  of  every  year.  It  confifted  of  the  Prxtorian  pracfedl  of 
the  Gauls ;  of  feven  provincial  governors,  one  confular  and  fix  pre- 
fidents  ;  of  the  magift rates,  and  perhaps  the  biihops,  of  about  fixty 
cities  ;  and  of  a  competent,  though  indefinite,  number  of  the  moil 
honourable  and  opulent  pojfejfors  of  land,  M^ho  might  juftly  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  reprefentatives  of  their  country.  They  were  im- 
pou^ered  to  interpret  and  communicate  the  laws  of  their  fovereign; 
to  expofe  the  grievances  and  wiihes  of  their  conftituents  ;  to  mode- 
rate the  exceffive  or  unequal  weight  of  taxes ;  and  to  deliberate  on 
every  fubjeit  of  local  or  national  importance,  that  could  tend  to  the 
reftoration  of  the  peace  and  profperity  of  the  feven  provinces.  If 
fuch  an  inftitution,  which  gave  the  people  an  intereft  in  their  own 
government,  had  been  univerfally  eftabliihed  by  Trajan  or  the  Anto- 
nincs,  the  feeds  of  public  vcifdom  and  virtue  might  have  been 
eheriihed  and  propagated  in  the  empire  of  Rome.  The  pri- 
vileges of  the  fubje£l  would  have  fecured  the  throne  of  the  mo- 
aarch  ;  the  abufes  of  an  arbitrary  adminiftration  might  have  been 
prevented,  in  fome  degree,  or  corre£led,  by  the  interpofition  of  thefe 
reprefentative  affemblies  ;  and  th<;  country  would  have  been  defended 
againft  a  foreign  enemy,  by  the  arms  of  natives  and  freemen.    Under 

'5°  It  is  evident  from  the  Afi^/z/a,  that  the  cond    Aquitain.     In    the  room    of  the  firll 

feven    provinces    were    the    Vietinenfis,   the  Aquitain,  the  Abbe  Cubes,  on  the  authority 

maritime  Alp-,   the  iirft  and  fecond  Narbon-  of   Hincmar,    defires   to   introduce  the  firft 

aefe,  Novempopulania,  and  the  ftrft  and  fe-  Lugdunenfis,  or  Lyonnefc. 

the 
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the  mild  and  generous  influence  of  liberty,  the  Roman  empire  might 
have  remained  invincible  and  immortal ;  or  if  its  exceflive  mag- 
nitude, and  the  inftability  of  human  aiFairs,  had  oppofed  fuch  per- 
petual continuance,  its  vital  and  conftituent  members  might  have 
feparately  preferved  their  vigour  and  independence.  But  in  the 
decline  of  the  empire,  when  every  principle  of  health  and  life 
had  been  exhauiled,  the  tardy  application  of  this  partial  remedy 
was  incapable  of  producing  any  important  or  falutary  efFeds.  The 
emperor  Honorius  exprefles  his  furprifc,  that  he  muft  compel  the 
reluitant  provinces  to  accept  a  privilege  Λvhich  they  ihould  ardently 
have  folicited.  A  fine  of  three,  or  even  iwe,  pounds  of  gold,  was 
impofed  on  the  abfent  reprefcntatives  ;  who  feem  to  have  declined 
this  imaginary  gift  of  a  free  conftitution,  as  the  laft  and  moil  cruel 
infult  of  their  oppreiTors. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     ΧΧΧΙΓ. 

Arcad'ius  Emperor  of  the  Eafl,  —  Adminifiration  and 
D  if  grace  of  Eutropius. —  Revolt  of  Gaiijas. — Ρ  erf  edi- 
tion of  St.  John  Chryfofom. — Theodofus  II.  Emperor 
of  the  Eafl.  —  His  Sifler  Pulcheria,  —  His  IVife 
Eudccia, — The   Perfa?^    TFar^    and  Divifio7i   of   Ar- 


TH  Ε  dlvifion  of  the  Roman  world  between  the  fons  of  Theo- 
dofius,  marks  the  final  eCcablilhment  of  the  empire  of  the 
Eafl,  which,  from  the  reign  of  Arcadius  to  the  taking  of  Conftan- 
tinople  by  the  Turks,  fubfifted  one  thoufand  and  fifty-eight  yeayp 
in  a  ftate  of  premature  and  perpetual  decay.  The  fovereign  of  that 
empire  aiTumed,  and  obftinately  retained,  the  vain,  and  at  length 
fiditious,  title  of  Emperor  of  the  Romans;  and  the  hereditary  ap- 
pellations of  C^sAR  and  Augustus  continued  to  declare,  that  he 
was  the  legitimate  fucceiTor  of  the  firft  of  men,  who  had  reigned 
over  the  firft  of  nations.  The  palace  of  Conftantinople  rivalled,  and 
perhaps  excelled,  the  magnificence  of  Perfia  ;  and  the  eloquent  fer- 
mons  of  St.  Chryfoftom '  celebrate,  while  they  condemn,  the  pom- 
pous 

"  Father  Montfaucon,  who,  by  the  com-  execute  the  laborious  edition  of  St.  Chryfof- 

mand  of  his  Benediftine  fuperiors,  was  com-  torn,    in  thirteen   volumes   in  folio  (Paris, 

pelled  ^fce  Longueruana,  torn.  i.  p.  205.)  to  1738.),  amufed  hirafelf  with  extrailing  from 

Vol.  hi.  O  q                                                 that 
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^xxxif''     P°"®  luxury  of  the  reign  of  Arcadius.     "  The  emperor,"  fays  he, 

*— — V '    "  wears  on  his  head  either  a  diadem,  or  a  crown  of  gold,  decorated 

"  with  precious  ftones  of  ineftimable  value.  Thefe  ornaments,  and 
"  his  purple  garments,  are  referred  for  his  facred  perfon  alone  ; 
"  and  his  robes  of  filk  are  embroidered  with  the  figures  of  golden 
*'  dragons.  His  throne  is  of  malTy  gold.  Whenever  he  appears  in 
"  public,  he  is  furrounded  by  his  courtiers,  his  guards,  and  his 
"  attendants.  Their  fpears,  their  fhields,  their  cuiraifes,  the  bridles 
"  and  trappings  of  their  horfes,  have  either  the  fubftance,  or  the  aj)- 
"  pearance,  of  gold  ;  and  the  large  fplendid  bofs  in  the  midll  of 
*'  their  fliield,  is  encircled  with  fmaller  bofles,  which  reprel'cnt  tlie 
**  ihape  of  the  human  eye.  The  two  mules  that  draw  the  chariot 
»  "of  the  monarch,  are  perfeitly  white,   and  ihining  all  over  with 

**  gold.  The  chariot  itfelf,  of  pure  and  folid  gold,  attrails  the  admira- 
*'  tion  of  the  fpedlators,  who  contemplate  the  purple  curtains,  the 
*'  fnowy  carpet,  the  fize  of  the  precious  ftones,  and  the  refplendent 
*'  plates  of  gold,  that  glitter  as  they  are  agitated  by  the  motion  of 
*'  the  carriage.  The  Imperial  pidures  are  white,  on  a  blue  ground  ; 
"  the  emperor  appears  feated  on  his  throne,  with  his  arms,  his 
"  horfes,  and  his  guards  befide  him  ;  and  his  vanquifhed  enemies 
"  in  chains  at  his  feet."  The  fucceflbrs  of  Conftantine  eftabliihed 
their  perpetual  refidence  in  the  royal  city,  which  he  had  erefted  on 
the  verge  of  Europe  and  Afia.  InacceiTible  to  the  menaces  of  their 
enemies,  and  perhaps  to  the  complaints  of  their  people,  they  receiA^ed, 
with  each  wind,  the  tributary  produftions  of  eΛ'^ery  climate  ;  while 
the  impregnable  ftrength  of  their  capital  continued  for  ages  to  defy 
the  hoftile  attempts  of  the  Barbarians.  Their  dominions  were 
bounded  by  the  Hadi'iatic  and  the  Tigris ;   and  the  whole  interval 

that  immenfe  colleflion  of  morals,  fome  cu-  French  DiiTertation,  in  the  Memoires  de 
rious  antiquities,  which   illiiltrate    the    man-     I'Acad.  des  Infcriptions,   torn.  xiii.  p.  474 — 


ners  of  the  Theodofian  age  (See  Chryfoftom.     490. 
Opera,    tom.  xiii.  p.   192—196.),    and   his 


of 
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of  twenty-five  days  navigation,  which  feparated   the  extreme  cold    ^J^^Aj^' 

of  Scythia  from  the  torrid  zone  of  iEthiopia  ^,  w^as  comprehended    ' « ' 

■within  the  limits  of  the  empire  of  the  Eaft.  The  populous  countries 
of  that  empire  were  the  feat  of  art  and  learning,  of  luxury  and 
wealth  ;  and  the  Inhabitants,  who  had  aiTumed  the  language  anJ 
manners  of  Greeks,  ftiled  themfelves,  with  fome  appearance  of 
truth,  the  moil  enlightened  and  civillfed  portion  of  the  human  fpe- 
cies.  The  form  of  government  was  a  pure  and  fimple  monarchy  ; 
the  name  of  the  Roman  republic,  which  fo  long  preferved  a 
faint  tradition  of  freedom,  was  confined  to  the  Latin  provinces ; 
and  the  princes  of  Conftantinople  meafured  their  greatnefs  by 
the  fervile  obedience  of  their  people.  They  were  ignorant  how 
much  this  palTive  difpofition  enervates  and  degrades  every  faculty 
of  the  mind.  The  fubjeds,  who  had  refigned  their  v^uU  to  the  ab- 
folute  commands  of  a  mailer,  were  equally  incapable  of  guarding 
their  lives  and  fortunes  againft  the  aifaults  of  the  Barbarians,  or  of 
defending  their  reafon  from  the  terrors  of  fuperftition. 

The  firft  events  of  the  reign  of  Arcadius  and  Honorlus  are  fo  Adminiftra- 
intimately  conneded,  that  the  rebellion  of  the  Goths,  and  the  fall  Ser  of  Eu-' 
of  Rufinus,  have  already  claimed  a  place  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Weft.  a°  d"''   c— 
It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  Eutropius  \  one  of  the  principal  399• 

*  According  to  the  loofe  reckoning,  that  fpeaks  of  the  Mceotis  in  the  47th  degree  of 

a.  ihip  could  fail,    with  a   fair  wind,    1000  northern  latitude,  as  if  it  lay  within  the  po- 

ftadia,  or  125  miles,  in  the  revolution  of  a  lar  circle. 

day  and  night  ;  Diodorus  Siculus  computes         '  Barthius,    who  adored  his  author  with 

ten  days  from  the  Pahis  Mceotis  to   Rliodes,  the  blind  fuperftition  of  acommentaior,  gives 

and  four  days  from  Rhodes  to  Alexandria,  the  preference  to  the  two  books  which  Clau- 

The  navigation  of  the  Nile,  from  Alexan-  dian  compofed  againft  Eutropius,  above  all 

dria  to  Syene,  under  the   tropic  of  Cancer,  his  other  produftions  (Baillet,  Jugemens  des 

required,  as  it  was  againft  the   ftream,  ten  Savans,  tom.  iv.  p.  227.}.     They  are  indeed 

days  more.     Diodor.  Sicul.  tom.  i.   1.  iii.  p.  a  very  elegant  and  fpirited  fatire  ;  and  would 

ioo.  edit.   Wefleling.     He    might,    without  be  more  valuable  in  an  hiftorical  light,  if  the 

much  impropriety,  meafure  the  extreme  heat  inveftive  were  lefs  vague,  and  more  terapc- 

from  the  verge  of  the  torrid  zone  ;  but  he  rate. 

Ο  Ο  2  eunuchs 
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CHAP,  eunuchs  of  the  palace  of  Conftantlnople,  fucceeckd  the  haughty 
V  —>■..  ,„;  mlnlfter  whofe  ruin  he  had  accomphflied,  and  whofe  \-ices  he  foon 
imitated.  Every  order  of  the  ftate  bowed  to  the  new  favourite ; 
and  their  tame  and  obfequious  fubmiflion  encouraged  him  to  infult 
the  laws,  and,  what  is  ilill  more  difficult  and  dangerous,  the  man- 
ners of  his  country.  Under  the  weakcfl:  of  the  predeceflbrs  of 
Arcadius,  the  reign  of  the  eunuchs  had  been  fecret,  and  almofl:  invi- 
iible.  They  infmuated  themfelves  into  the  confidence  of  the  prince ; 
but  their  oftenfible  fundlions  were  confined  to  the  menial  fcnice  of 
thfe  wardrobe  and  Imperial  bed-chamber.  They  might  dired,  in  a 
whiφer,  the  public  counfels,  and  blaft,  bytlieir  malicious  fuggeftions, 
the  fame  arid  fortunes  of  the  moft  illuilrious  citizens  ;  but  they 
never  prefumed  to  iland  forward  in  the  front  of  empire  *,  or  to 
profane  the  public  honours  of  the  ftate.  Eutropius  was  the  firft 
of  his  artificial  fex,  who  dared  to  afllime  the  charader  of  a  Ro- 
mian  magiftrate  and  general'.  Sometimes,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
bluihing  fenate,  he  afcended  the  tribunal,  to  pronounce  judg- 
ment, or  to  repeat  elaborate  harangues ;  and  fometimes  appeared 
on  horfeback,  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  in  the  drefs  and  ar- 
mour of  a  hero.  The  difregard  of  cuftom  and  decency  always 
betrays  a  weak  and  ill-regulated  mind  ;  nor  does  Eutropius  feem  to 
have  compenfated  for  the  folly  of  the  defign,  by  any  fuperior  merit 


♦  After  lamenting  the  progrefs  of  the  eu-  ^  Jamqiie  oblita  fui,    nee   fobria  diviuis 

iiuchs  in  the  Roman  palace,    and  defining  mens 

■    .                r    Λ-          /^i     J•        jj  In     miferas    leees    hominumque  neeotia 

ihcir  proper  fundtions,  Claudian  adds,  ,    ,.            °                      ^           b 

^    ^  ludit : 

-—- A  fronte  recedant  Judicat  eunuchus 

Imperil.                              ^  Arma  etiam  violare  parat.  .  .  , 

In  Eutrop.  i.  422.  Claudian  (i.  229-270.),  with  that  mixture 

Yet  it  does  not  appear  that  the  eunuch  had  af-  of  indignation  and  humour,    which  aKvays 


fumed  any  of  the  efiicient  offices  of  the  em- 
pire; and  he   is   ftiled  only  Praepofitus  facri 

cubiculi.  in  the  edia    of   his    banifhment.     '"■"""".Zl-'Gaudet,  cunrviderit  hoJlis, 
See  Cod.  Theod.  1.  ix.  tit.  xl.  leg.  17.  Et  fentit  jam  deefie  viros 


pleafes  in  a  fatiric  poet,  defcribes  the  info- 
lent  folly  of  the  eunuch,  the  difgrace  of  tlie 
empire,  and  the  joy  of  the  Goths. 


or 
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or  ability  in  the  execution.     His  former  habits  of  Ufe  had  not  latro-     ^Ji  J^,^' 

duced  him  to  the  ftudy  of  the  laws,  or    the   exercifes  of  the  field  ;    > /— ^ 

his  awkward  and  unfuccefsful  attempts  provoked  the  fccret  contempt 
of  the  fpedators  ;  the  Goths  expreifed  their  wiih,  that  /uc/j  a  ge- 
neral might  always  command  the  armies  of  Rome  j  and  the  name 
of  the  minifter  was  branded  with  ridicule,  moie  pernicious  perhaps 
than  hatred,  to  a  public  charaden  The  fubjeds  of  Arcadius  were 
exafperated  by  the  recolledlion,  that  this  deformed  and  decrepid 
eunuch  *,  who  fo  perverfely  mimicked  the  ailions  of  a  man,  was 
born  in  the  moil  abjeil  condition  of  fervitude;  that,  before  he  en- 
tered the  Imperial  palace,  he  liad  been  fucceffively  fold,  and  purr- 
chafed,  by  an  hundred  mafters,  who  had  exhaufted  his  youthful 
ftrength  in  every  mean  and  infamous  office,  and  at  length  difmiiicd 
him,  in  his  old  age,  to  freedom  and  poverty  \  While  thefe  dil- 
graceful  ftories  were  circulated,  and  perhaps  exaggerated,  in  private 
converfations,  the  vanity  of  the  favourite  was  flattered  with  the  moil 
extraordinary  honours.  In  the  fenate,  in  the  capital,  in  the  pro- 
vinces, the  ftatues  of  Eutropius  were  ereded,  in  brafs  or  marble,  ^ 
decorated  with  the  fymbols  of  his  civil  and  military  virtues,  and 
infcribed  with  the  pompous  title  of  the  third  founder  of  Conilanti- 
nople.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  patrician^  which  began  to 
fignify,  in  a  popular,  and  even  legal  acceptation,  the  father  of  the.- 

®  The  poet's  lively  defcription  of  his  de-  of  Armenia  or  Aflyria.  His  three  fervices, . 
formity  (i.  no — 125.)  is  confirmed  by  the  which  Claudian  more  particularly  defcribe^j 
authentic  tellimony  of  Chryfollom  (tom.  iii.  were  thefe:  i.  He  fpent  many  years  as  tha 
p.  384.  edit.  Montfaucon)  ;  who  obferves,  catamite  of  Ptolemy,  a  groom  or  foldier  of 
that  when  the  paint  was  walhed  away,  the  the  Imperial  ftables.  z.  Ptolemy  gave  him  to 
face  of  Eutropius  appeared  more  ugly  and  the  old  general  Arintheus,  for  whom  he  very 
wrinkled  than  that  of  an  old  woman.  Clau-  IkilfuIIy  exercifed  the  profeffion  of  a  pimp, 
dian  remarks  (i.  469.),  and  the  remark  muft  3.  He  was  given,  on  her  marriage,  to  the 
have  been  founded  on  experience,  that  there  daughter  of  Arintheus  ;  and  the  future  con- 
was  fcarcely  any  interval  between  the  youth  ful  was  employed  to  comb  her  hair,  to  pre- 
aiid  the  decrepid  age  of  an  eunuch.  fent  the  filver  ewer,  to  wafli,  and  to  fan  his 

'  Eutropius  appears  to  have  been  a  native  millrefs  in  hot  weather.     See  1.  i.  31  —  137- 

emperor  ;; 
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^XXXl''**  ^"^P^^^^i  ^^^  the  laft  year  of  the  fourth  century  was  polluted  by 
»— V- — '  tlie  confiiipnp  of  an  eunuch,  and  a  flave.  This  ftrange  and  inexpi- 
able prodigy  '  awakened,  however,  the  prejudices  of  the  Romans. 
The  effeminate  conful  was  rejedled  by  the  Weft,  as  an  indelible  ftain 
to  the  annals  of  the  republic  ;  and,  without  invoking  the  ihades  of 
Brutus  and  Camillus,  the  colleague  of  Eutropius,  a  learned  and  re- 
fpedtable  magiftrate',  fufficiently  reprefented  the  different  maxims  of 
the  two  adminiftrations. 
and  in^uftke.  ^^'^^  bold  and  vigorous  mind  of  Rufinus  feems  to  have  been  ac- 
tuated by  a  more  fanguinary  and  revengeful  fpirir  ;  but  the  avarice 
of  the  eunuch  was  not  lefs  infatiate  than  that  of  the  pritfe£l'°. 
As  long  as  he  defpolled  the  oppreffors,  who  had  enriched  themfelves 
■with  the  plunder  of  the  people,  Eutropius  might  gratify  his  covetous 
difpofition  without  much  envy  or  injuftice :  but  the  progrefs  of  his 
rapine  foon  invaded  the  wealth  which  had  been  acquired  by 
lawful  Inheritance,  or  laudable  induftry.  The  ufual  methods  of 
extortion  were  pradifed  and  improved ;  and  Claudian  ha^  iketch- 
ed  a  lively  and  original  pidure  of  the  public  auftion  of  the 
ftate.  "  The  impotence  of  the  eunuch"  (fays  that  agreeable  fatirift) 
*'  has  ferved  only  to  ftimulate  his  avarice  :  the  fame  hand  which,  in 
"  his  fervile  condition,  was  exercifed  in  petty  thefts,  to  unlock 
"  the   coffers  of  his  mailer,  now  grafps'  the  riches  of  the   world ; 

'  Claudian  (1.  i.  in  Eutrop.  I — 22.),  after  nours,  and  pJiIlofophical  works,  have  been 

enumerating  the  various  prodigies  of  men-  celebrated  by  Claudian  in  a  very  elegant  pa- 

ftrous  births,  fpeaking  animals,    Ihowers  of  negyric. 

blood  or  Hones,  double  funs,  &c.  adds,  with         '°  Μίύκωκ  h  rX  τω  wXtTi;,  drunk  with  riches, 

'        feme  exaggeration,  is   the  forcible  expreilion  of  Zofimus  (1.   v. 

_       .        n-        .  u  Γ  1  /1  Ρ•    ίοι.)  ;    and    the   avarice  of  Eutropius  is 

Omnia  ceflerunteunuchoconfule  monflra.     *^    •*,,  ...     ^      .  r  ο    j 

equally  execrated  m  the  lexicon  ot   buidas. 

The  firft  book  concludes  with  a  noble  fpeech  and  the  Chronicle  of  Marccllinus.     Chryfof- 

of  the  goddefs  of  Rome  to  her  favourite  Ho-  torn  had  often  admonilhed  the  favourite,  of 

norius,    deprecating    the   new   ignominy  to  the  vanity  and  danger  of  immoderate  wealth, 

which   flie  was  expofed.  torn.  iii.  p.  381. 

»  Fl.  Mnllius  Theodorus,  whofe  civil  ko- 

2  "  and 
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"  and  this  infamous  broker  of  the  empire  appixciates  and  divides 
*'  the  Roman  provinces,  from  Mount  Hxmus'to  the  Tigris.  One 
"  man,  at  the  expence  of  his  villa,  is  made  proconful  of  Afia;  a 
♦'  fecond  purchafes  Syria  with  his  wife's  jewels  ;  and  a  third  la- 
"  ments,  that  he  has  exchanged  his  paternal  eftate  for  the  govern- 
"  ment  of  Bithynia.  In  the  antichamber  of  Eutropius,  a  large  tablet 
"  is  expofed  to  public  view,  which  marks  the  relpedive  prices  of 
"  the  provinces.  The  diiferent  value  of  Pontus,  of  Galatia,  of  Ly- 
"  dia,  is  accurately  diftinguiihed.  Lycia  may  be  obtained  for  fo 
"  many  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  ;  but  the  opulence  of  Phrygia  will 
*'  require  a  more  confiderable  fum.  The  eunuch  wifhes  to  obliterate, 
"  by  the  general  difgrace,  his  perfonal  ignominy  ;  and  as  he  has 
*'  been  fold  himfelf,  he  is  defirous  of  felling  the  reft  of  mankind. 
"  In  the  eager  contention,  the  balance,  which  contains  the  fate  and 
*'  fortunes  of  the  province,  often  trembles  on  the  beam  ;  and  till 
"  one  of  the  fcales  is  inclined,  by  a  fuperior  weight,  the  mind  of 
"  the  impartial  judge  remains  in  anxious  fufpenfe".  Such"  (continues 
the  indignant  poet)  "  are  the  fruits  of  Roman  valour,  of  the  defeat  of 
"  Antiochus,  and  of  the  triumph  of  Pompey."  This  venal  proftitution 
of  public  honours  fecured  the  impunity  oi  future  crimes ;  but  the  riches, 
which  Eutropius  derived  from  confifcatlon,  were  already  ftained  with 
injuftice ;  fince  it  was  decent  to  accufe,  and  to  condemn,  the  proprietors 
of  the  wealth  which  he  was  impatient  to  confifcate.  Some  noble  blood 
was  ihed  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner  ;  and  the  moft  inhofpitable 
extremities  of  the  empire  were  filled  with  innocent  and  illuftrious 
exiles.     Among  the  generals  and  confuls  of  the  Eaft,  Abundantius  '* 

had 

"                 -^  certantum  fspeduorum  guiihes  the  circumftances  of  the  fale,    that 

Diverfum   fufpendit  onus :    cum   pondere  they  all  feem  to  allude  to  particular  anec- 

Judex  dotes. 

Vergit,    et   in    geminas   nutat  provincia  "  Claudian  (i.  154—170.)  mentions  the 

lances.  guilt  and  exile  of  Abundantius,  nor  could  he 

Claudian  (i.  192—209.)  fo  curiouily  diftin-  fail  to  quote  the  example  of  the  artift,  who 

made 


Jlinn  of 
Al)unJan- 
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C  Μ  _A  P.  1,3 J  reafoa  to  dread  the  firft  efiedts  of  the  refcntment  of  Eutropius. 
He  had  been  guilty  of  the  unpardonable  crime  of  introducing  that 
abjedt  flave  to  the  palace  of  Conftantinople  :  and  fomc  degree  of 
praife  muil  be  allowed  to  a  powerful  and  ungrateful  favourite,  who 
was  fatisfied  with  the  difgrace  of  his  benefadtor.  Abundantius  wae 
ftripped  of  his  ample  fortunes  by  an  Imperial  refcript,  and  baniihed 
to  Pityus,  on  the  Euxine,  the  laft  frontier  of  the  Roman  world  j 
where  he  fubfifted  by  the  precarious  mercy  of  the  Barbarians,  till  he 
could  obtain,  after  the  fall  of  Eutropius,  a  milder  exile  at  Sidon  in 
Phoenicia.  The  deilrudlion  of  Timaiius  '^  required  a  more  ferioua 
and  regular  mode  of  attack.  That  great  oiHcer,  the  mafter-general 
of  the  armies  of  Theodofius,  had  fignalifed  his  valour  by  a  deci- 
five  vidlory,  which  he  obtained  over  the  Goths  of  Theiliily  ;  but  he 
v/as  too  prone,  after  the  example  of  his  fovereign,  to  enjoy  the 
luxury  of  peace,  and  to  abandon  his  confidence  to  wicked  and  de- 
figning  flatterers.  Timafius  had  defpifed  the  public  clamour,  by 
promoting  an  infamous  dependent  to  the  command  of  a  cohort ;  and 
he  deferved  to  feel  the  ingratitude  of  Bargus,  who  was  fecretly 
iniligated  by  the  favourite  to  accufe  his  patron  of  a  treafonable  con- 
fpiracy.  The  general  was  arraigned  before  the  tribunal  of  Arcadius 
himfelf ;  and  the  principal  eunuch  flood  by  the  fide  of  the  throne, 
to  fuggeft  the  queftions  and  anfwers  of  his  fovereign.  But  as  this 
form   of  trial  might  be  deemed   partial  and   arbitrary,  the  farther 

made  the  firft  trial  of  the  brazen  bull,  wliich  piilure  of  Timafius.  The  account  of  his  ac- 
he prefented  to  Phalaris.  See  Zofimus,  1.  V.  cufer,  the  judges,  trial,  &c.  is  perfeaiy 
p.  302.  Jerom,  torn.  i.  p.  26.  Tlie  diiFer-  agreeable  to  the  pradice  of  ancient  and  mo- 
ence  of  place  is  eafily  reconciled;  but  the  dern  courts.  (See  Zofimus,  1.  v.  p.  298, 
decifivc  authority  of  Afterius  of  Amafia  299,  300.)  I  am  almoft  tempted  to  quote 
{Orat.  iv.  p.  76.  apud  Tillemont,  Hift.  des  the  romance  of  a  great  mailer  (Fielding's 
Empcreurs,  tom.  v.  p.  435•)  muil  turn  the  Works,  vol.  iv.  p.  49,  &c.  8vo  edit.),  which 
fcale  in  favour  of  Pityus.  may  be  confidered  as  the  hiftory  of  human 

'J  Suidas  (moft  probably  from  the  hiftory  nature. 

Eunapius)'  has  given  a  very  unfavourable 

enquiry 
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enquiry  into  the  crimes  of  Timafius  was  delegated  to  Saturmnus  and  ^Jt-^rr^' 
Procopius  ;  the  former  of  confular  rank,  the  latter  ftill  refpe£ted  as  <-  ->,—  ^ 
the  father-in-law  of  the  emperor  Valens.  The  appearances  of  a  fair 
and  legal  proceeding  were  maintained  by  the  blunt  honefty  of  Pro- 
copius ;  and  he  yielded  with  reludance  to  the  obfequious  dexterity 
of  his  colleague,  \vho  pronounced  a  fentence  of  condemnation  againft 
the  unfortunate  Timafms.  His  immenfe  riches  were  confifcated,  in 
the  name  of  the  emperor,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  favourite  ;  and 
he  was  doomed  to  perpetual  exile  at  Oafis,  a  folitaiy  fpot  in  the  midft 
of  the  fandy  deferts  of  Libya  '*.  Secluded  from  all  human  converfe, 
the  mailer-general  of  the  Roman  armies  was  loft  for  ever  to  the 
world;  but  the  circumftances  of  his  fate  have  been  related  in  a 
various  and  contradiftory  manner.  It  is  infmuated,  that  Eutro- 
pius  dilpatched  a  piivate  order  for  his  iecret  execution  ".  It  was 
reported,  that,  in  attempting  to  efcape  from  Oafis,  he  periihed  in 
the  defert,  of  thirft  and  hunger  ;  and  that  his  dead  body  was  found 
on  the  fands  of  Libya  '^  It  has  been  afferted,  with  more  confidence, 
that  his  fon  Syagrius,  after  fuccefsfully  eluding  the  purfuit  of  the 
agents  and  emifflxries  of  the  court,  coUedled  a  band  of  African  robbers ; 
that  he  refcued  Timafius  from  the  place  of  his  exile  ;  and  that 
both  the  father  and  the  fon  difappeared  from  the  knowledge  of 
mankind '\     But  the  ungrateful  Bargus,  inftead  of  being  fuffered  to 

'+  The  great  Oafis  was  one  of  the  fpots  in  's  xhe  line  of  Claudian,  in  Eutrop.  1.  i. 

the  fands  of  Libya,  watered    with  fprings,  180. 

and  capable  of   producing  wheat     barley,  Marmaricus  claris  violatur  csdibus  Ham- 
and  palm-trees.     It  was    about  three   days 

journey  from   north   to  fouth,  about  ha!f  a  ' 

day  in  breadth,  and  at  the  dillance  of  about  evidently  alludes  to  ^/xperfuafion  of  the  death 

«ve  davs  march  to  the  weft  of  Abydus,  on  «"^  Timafius. 

the   Nile,      See  d'Anville,   Defcription   de  '*  Sozomen,  I.  viii.  c.  7.     He  fpeaks  from 

I'Egypte,    p.  186,  1S7,    188.     The  barren  report,  w;  tooj  ε^κθ»;*». 

defert  which    encompafles   Oafis  (Zofimus,  "  Zofimus,  I.  v.  p.  300.     Yet  he  feems 

1.  V.  p.  300.)  has  fuggefted  the  idea  of  com-  to  fufpeit  that  this  rumour  was  fpread  by 

parative  fertility,  and  even  the  epithet  of  the  the  friends  of  Eutropius, 
Jjdpfy  ijland  (Herodot.  ill.  z6.). 

Vol.  III.  Ρ  ρ  poffefs 


29©  THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 

CHAP.    poiTefs  the  reward  of  guilt,  was  foon  afterwards  cίrcumΛ'ented  and 

' — -V '    deftroyed,  by  the   more  powerful  villany  of  the  miniiter  himfelf ; 

■who  retained  fenfe  and  fpirit  enough  to  abhor  the  inftrument  of  hia 
own  crimes. 
A  cruel  and         The   public  hatred,   and   the  defpair  of  individuals,   continually 
tre.-ifon,  threatened,  or  feemed  to  threaten,  the  perfonal  fafety  of  Eutropius; 

ueptember4.  ^s  well  as  of  the  numerous  adherents,  who  were  attached  to  his  for- 
tune, and  had  been  promoted  by  his  venal  favour.  For  their  mu- 
tual defence,  he  contrived  the  fafeguard  of  a  law,  which  violated 
every  principle  of  humanity  and  juilice  ".  L  It  is  enadied, 
in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority,  of  Arcadius,  that  all  thofe  wha 
fliall  confpire,  either  with  fubjeds,  or  with  ftrangers,  againft  the 
lives  of  any  of  the  perfons  whom  the  emperor  confiders  as  the  mem- 
bers of  his  own  body,  ihall  be  puniilied  with  death  and  confifcatioru 
This  fpecies  of  fiditious  and  metaphorical  treafon  is  extended  to 
proted,  not  only  the  illiifirious  officers  of  the  ftate  and  army,  who 
are  admitted  into  the  facred  confiftory,  but  likewife  the  principal 
domeftics  of  the  palace,  the  fenators  of  Conftantinople,  the  military 
commanders,  and  the  civil  magiilrates  of  the  provinces:  a  vague  and 
indefinite  lift,  which,  under  the  fucceffors  of  Conftantine,  included 
an  obfcure  and  numerous  train  of  fubordinate  minifters.  II.  This 
extreme  feverity  might  perhaps  be  juftified,  had  it  been  only 
direded  to  fecure  the  reprefentatives  of  the  fovereign  from  any 
adual  violence  in  the  execution  of  their  office.  But  the  whole  body 
of  Imperial  dependents  claimed  a  privilege,  or  rather  impunity, 
which  fcreened  them,  in  the  loofeft  moments  of  their  lives,  from  the 

'^  See  the  Theodcfiati  Code,  I.  ix.  tit»  14.  dcfroy,  in  a  formal  diflertation,  which  he  has 

ad  legem  CorneJiam  de  Sicariis,  leg.  3.  and  inferted  in  his   Commentary,  illuibates  this 

the  Codeof  Jiiftinian,  1.  ix.  tit.  viii.  ad  legem  law  of  Arcadius,  and  explains  all  the  difficult 

Juliam  deMajeftate,  leg.  5.    The  alteration  pailages  which  had  been  perverted  bythe  ju- 

of  the  title,  from  murder  to  treafon,  was  an  rifconfults  of  the  darker  ages.     See  torn.  iii. 

improvement  of  the  fubtle  Tribonian.    Go-  p.  88— in. 

hafty, 
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Iiiiily,  perhaps  the  juftifiable,  refeatment  of  then•  fellow-citizens  :  and,  ^  ^  Λ  P. 
by  a  ftrange  perverfion  of  the  laws,  the  fame  degree  of  guilt  and  v— -v— -/ 
punilhment  was  applied  to  a  private  quarrel,  and  to  a  deliberate 
confpiracy  againft  the  emperor  and  the  empire.  The  edid  of  Arca- 
dlus  moft  pofitively  and  moil  abfurdly  declares,  that  in  fuch  cafes  of 
treafoa,  thoughts  and  a&lons  ought  to  be  puniihed  with  equal  feve- 
rlty ;  that  the  knowledge  of  a  mifchievous  intention,  unlefs  it  be 
inftantly  revealed,  becomes  equally  criminal  with  the  intention  it- 
felf '" ;  and  that  thofe  rafli  men,  who  fliall  prefume  to  folicit  the 
pardon  of  traitors,  ihall  themfelves  be  branded  with  public  and  per- 
petual infiuny.  III.  "  With  regard  to  the  fons  of  the  traitors," 
(continues  the  emperor)  "  although  they  ought  to  lliare  the  puniih- 
*'  ment,  fnice  they  will  probably  imitate  the  guilt,  of  their  parents  ; 
''  yet,  by  the  fpecial  eiFe£t  of  our  Imperial  lenity,  we  grant  them 
"  their  lives :  but,  at  the  fame  time,  we  declare  them  incapable  of 
"  inheriting,  either  on  the  father's  or  on  the  mother's  fide,  or  of 
*'  receiving  any  gift  or  legacy,  from  the  teftament  either  of  kinfmen 
"  or  of  ftrangers.  Stigmatifed  with  hereditary  infamy,  excluded 
*'  from  the  hopes  of  honours  or  fortune,  let  them  endure  the  pangs 
*'  of  poverty  and  contempt,  till  they  fhall  confider  life  as  a  calamity, 
"  and  death  as  a  comfort  and  relief."  In  fuch  words,  fo  well  adapted 
to  infult  the  feelings  of  mankind,  did  the  emperor,  or  rather  his 
favourite  eunuch,  applaud  the  moderation  of  a  law,  which  tranf- 
ferred  the  fame  unjuft  and  inhuman  penalties  to  the  children  of  all 
thofe  who  had  feconded,  or  who  had  not  difclofed,  thefe  fiftitious 
confpiracies.     Some  of  the  nobleil  regulations  of  Roman  jurifpru- 

"  Bartolus  underllands  a  fimple  and  naked  approve  the  theory  of  Bartolus  ;  but  in  prac- 

confcioufnefs,  without  any  fign  of  approba-  tice   I    ihould  incline  to  the  fentiment    of 

tion  or  concurrence.    For  this  opinion,  fays  Baldus.   Yet  Bartolus  was  gravely  quoted  by 

Bald  us,  he  is  now  roafting  in  hell.     For  my  the  lawyers  of  Cardinal  Richelieu  ;  and  Eu- 

own  part,  continues  the  difcreet  Helneccius  tropius  was  indiredly  guilty  of  the  murder  of 

(Element.  Jur.  Civil.  1.  iv,  p.  411.),  Imuft  the  virtuous  de  Thou. 

Ρ  Ρ  2  dence 
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CHAP,  dence  have  been  fuiFered  to  expire  ;  but  this  edid,  a  convenient  and 
\_.  -.—  I  forcible  engine  of  minifterial  tyranny,  was  carefully  inferted  in  the 
Codes  of  Theodofius  and  Juftinian ;  and  the  fame  maxims  have  been 
revived  in  modern  ages,  to  proted  the  eleilors  of  Germany,  and 
the  cardinals  of  the  church  of  Rome  ". 
Rebellion  of  Yet  thefe  fanguinary  laws,  which  fprcad  ten-or  among  a  difarmea 
α"γ>^'399•  and  difpirited  people,  were  of  too  weak  a  texture  to  reilrain  the 
bold  enterprife  of  Tribigild  "  the  Oftrogoth.  The  colony  of  that 
warlike  nation,  which  had  been  planted  by  Theodofius  in  one  of 
the  moft  fertile  diftridts  of  Phrygla  ''^  impatiently  compared  the 
flow  returns  of  laborious  hufbandry,  with  the  fuccefsful  rapine  and 
liberal  rewards  of  Alaric  ;  and  their  leader  refented,  as  a  perfonal 
affront,  his  own  ungracious  reception  in  the  palace  of  Conftantinople. 
A  foft  and  wealthy  province,  in  the  heart  of  the  empu-e,  was  aftoniihed. 
by  the  found  of  v/ar  ;  and  the  faithful  vaffal,  who  had  been  difre- 
garded  or  oppreffed,  was  again  refpedted,  as  foon  as  he  refumed  the- 
hoilile  charadler  of  a  Barbarian.  The  vineyards  and  fruitful  fields,  be- 
tween the  rapid  Marfyas  and  the  winding  Mieander  *',  were  confumed 
with  fire;  the  decayed  walls  of  the  cities  crumbled  into  duft,  at  the  firil 
ftroke  of  an  enemy  ;  the  trembling  inhabitants  efcaped  from  a  bloody: 

"  Godefroy,  torn.  iii.  p.  89.     It  is,  how-  very  far  on  every  fide,  till  their  limits  were 

ever,  fufpeiled,  that  this  law,  fo  repugnant  contraited  by  the  colonies  of  the  Bithynians 

to  the   maxims   of  Germanic   freedom,    has  of  Thrace,  of  the  Greeks,  and  at  lall  of  the 

been  furreptitiouily  added  to  the  golden  bull.  Gauls.     His  defcription   (ii.  257 — 27a.)  of 

^'  A  copious  and  circumilantial  narrative  the  fertility  of  Phrygia,  and  of  the  four  ri- 

(which  he  might  have  referved  for  more  im-  vers   that  produce   gold,  is  juft   and   piflu- 

portant  events)  is  beftowed  by  Zofimus  (1.  v.  refque. 

p,  J04. —  312.)  on  the  revolt  of  Tribigild  and  "  Xenophon.  Anabafis,  1.  i.  p.  11,  12. 
Gainas.  See  likewife  Socrates,  1.  vi.  c.  6.  edit.  Hutchinfon.  Strabo,  1.  xii.  p.  86g.  edit, 
and  Sozomen,  1.  viii.  c.  4.  The  fecond  Amftel.  Q^  Curt.  1.  iii.  c.  i.  Claudian  corn- 
book  of  Claudian  againft  Eutropius,  is  a  pares  the  jundtlon  of  the  Marfyas  and  Msan- 
fine,  though  imperfeft,  piece  of  hillory.  der  to  that  of  the   Saone  and   the  Rhone; 

'*  Claudian  (in  Eutrop.  1.  ii.  237  —  250.)  witli  this  difference,  however,  that  the  fmaller 

very   accurately  obferves,    that  the  ancient  of  the   Phrygian   rivers  is  not  accelerated, 

name  and  nation  of  the  Phrygians  exteaded  but  retarded,  by  the  larger. 

maillicre 
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mafifacre  to  the  ihores  of  the  Hellefpont ;  and  a  confiderable  part  cf  ^JiJ^j^" 
Afia  Minor  was  defolated  by  the  rebellion  of  Tribigild.  His  rapid  *-  ■%■—  -> 
progrefs  was  checked  by  the  refiftance  of  the  peafants  of  Pamphylia ; 
and  the  Oftrogoths,  attacked  in  a  narrow  pafs,  between  the  city  of 
Selgx  ^\  a  deep  morafs,  and  the  craggy  clifts  of  Mount  Taurus, 
ΛνεΓε  defeated  with  the  lofs  of  their  braveft  troops.  But  the  fpirit 
of  their  chief  was  not  daunted  by  misfortune  ;  and  his  army  was 
continually  recruited  by  fwarms  of  Barbarians  and  outlaws,  who 
were  deftrous  of  exercifmg  the  profeffion  of  robbery,  under  the 
more  honourable  names  of  war  and  conqueft.  The  rumours  of  the 
fuccefs  of  Tribigild  might  for  fonie  time  be  fupprefled  by  fear,  or 
difguifed  by  flattery;  yet  they  gradually  alarmed  both  the  court  and 
the  capital.  Every  misfortune  was  exaggerated  in  dark  and  doubtful 
hints  ;  and  the  future  defigns  of  the  rebels  became  the  fubjedl  of 
anxious  conjeflure.  Whenever  Tribigild  advanced  into  the  inland 
country,  the  Romans  were  inclined  to  fuppofe  that  he  meditated 
the  paiTage  of  Mount  Taurus,  and  the  invafion  of  Syria.  If  he  de- 
fcended  towards  the  fea,  they  imputed,  and  perhaps  fuggeiled,  ta 
the  Gothic  chief,  the  more  dangerous  projedl  of  arming  a  fleet  in 
the  harbours  of  Ionia,  and  of  extending  his  depredations  along  the 
maritime  coaft,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Nile  to  the  port  of  Conftan- 
tinople.  The  approach  of  danger,  and  the  obfl:inacy  of  Tribigild, 
who  refufed  all  terms  of  accommodation,  compelled  Eutropius  to 
fummon  a  council  of  war"'.  After  claiming  for  himfelf  the  privilege 
of  a  veteran  foldier,  the  eunuch  entrufted  the  guard  of  Thrace  and 

'*  Selgs,  a  colony  of  the  Lacedremonians,  members  of  the  former  were,  juvenes  protervi 

had  formerly  numbered  twenty  thoufand  ci-  lafcivique  fenes;    one  of  them  had  been  a 

tizens ;  but  in  theage  of  Zoilmus  it  was  re-  cook,  a  fecond  a  woolcomber.    The  language 

duced  to  a -σολιχ»);,  or  fmall  town.    See  Cella-  of  their  original  profeffion  expofes  their  af- 

riuj,  Geograph.  Antiq.  torn.  ii.  p.  117.  fumed  dignity;  and   their  trilling  converfa- 

•'  The  council  of  Eutropius,  in  Claudian,  tion  about  tragedies,  dancers.  Sec.  is   made 

may  be  compared  to  that  of  Domitian  in  the  ilill  more  ridiculous   by  the  importance  of 

fourth    fatirc    of  Juvenal.     The    principal  the  debate, - 

the 
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*^XXXlf^'    ^'^^  Hcllefpont  to  Gainas  the  Goth  ;  and  the  command  of  the  Afiatic 

>— — ,^ '    army  to  his  favourite  Leo  ;  two  generals,  who  differently,  but  eifec- 

tually,  promoted  the  caufe  of  the  rebels.  Leo  ",  who,  from  the 
bulk  of  his  body,  and  the  dulnefs  of  his  mind,  was  furnamed  the 
Ajax  of  the  Eaft,  had  deferted  his  original  trade  of  a  w^oolcomber, 
to  exercife,  with  much  lefs  fkill  and  fuccefs,  the  military  profeiTion  : 
and  his  uncertain  operations  were  capriciouily  framed  and  executed, 
with  an  ignorance  of  real  difficulties,  and  a  timorous  negledl:  of 
every  fiivourable  opportunity.  The  raihnefs  of  the  Oftrogoths  had 
drawn  them  into  a  diiiidvantageous  pofition  between  the  rivers 
Pvlelas  and  Eurymedon,  where  they  were  almoft  befieged  by  the 
peafants  of  Pamphylia  ;  but  the  arrival  of  an  Imperial  army,  inftead 
of  completing  their  deftrudtion,  afforded  the  means  of  fafety  and 
vidory.  Tribigild  furprifed  the  unguarded  camp  of  the  Romans,  in 
the  darknefs  of  the  night  ;  feduced  the  faith  of  the  greater  part 
of  tlie  Barbarian  auxiliaries,  and  diffipated,  without  much  effort, 
the  troops,  which  had  been  corrupted  by  the  relaxation  of  difci- 
pllne,  and  the  luxury  of  the  capital.  The  difcontent  of  Gainasj 
v/ho  had  ίο  boldly  contrived  and  executed  the  death  of  Rufinus,  was 
irritated  by  the  fortune  of  his  unworthy  fucceffor;  he  accufed  his 
own  diilionourable  patience  under  the  fervile  reign  of  an  eunuch  ; 
and  the  ambitious  Goth  was  convidled,  at  leaft  in  the  public  opinion, 
of  fecretly  fomenting  the  revolt  of  Tribigild,  with  whom  he  was 
connedlcd  by  a  domeiUc,  as  well  as  by  a  national,  alliance  ".  When 
Gainas  pafied  the  Hellefpont,  to  unite  under  his  ftandard  the  remains 
of  the  Afiatic  troops,  he  ikilfully  adapted  his  motions  to  the  wiflies 
of  the  Oftrogoths  ;  abandoning,   by  his  retreat,  the  country  which 

^*"  Claudian  (1.  ii.  376—461.)  has  branded  which  is  attefted  by  the  Greek  hillorian,  had 

-him  with    infamy;  and    Zofimus,  in    more  not  reached  the  ears  of  Claiidian,  wlio  attri- 

tcmperate  language,  confirms  his  reproaches,  butes  the  revolt  of  the  Ollrogoth  to  his  owa 

■L.  V.  p.  305.  viartial  ίζϊΛχ,  and  the  advice  of  his  wife- 
-*'  The  confpiracy  of  Gainas  and  Tribigild, 

6  they 
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they  defired  to  invade  ;  or  facilitating,  by  his  approach,  the  defertlon  ^J^Jt^^' 
of  the  Barbarian  auxiliaries.  To  the  Imperial  court  he  repeatedly  ^"  χ  * 
magnified  the  valour,  the  genius,  the  inexhauftible  refources  of  Tri- 
bigild ;  confeiTed  his  own  inability  to  profecute  the  war ;  and  extorted 
the  permiflion  of  negotiating  with  his  invincible  adverfary.  The 
conditions  of  peace  were  dictated  by  the  haughty  rebel ;  and  the 
peremptory  demand  of  the  head  of  Eutropius,  revealed  the  author  and 
the  defign  of  this  hoftile  confpiracy. 

The  bold  fatirift,  who  has  indulged  his  difcontent  by  the  partial  Fall  of  Eu- 
and  paffionate  cenfure  of  the  Chriftian  emperors,  violates  the  dignity,  a!  D^^'sgi?. 
rather  than  the  truth,  of  hiftory,  by  comparing  the  fon  of  Theo- 
dofius  to  one  of  thofe  harmlefs  and  fimple  animals,  who  fcarcely  feel 
that  they  are  the  property  of  their  fhepherd.  Tv/o  paffions,  how- 
ever, fear  and  conjugal  aifeilion,  awakened  the  languid  foul  of  Ar- 
cadius  :  he  was  terrified  by  the  threats  of  a  victorious  Barbarian ; 
and  he  yielded  to  the  tender  eloquence  of  his  Avife  Eudoxia,  who 
wath  a  flood  of  artificial  tears,  prefenting  her  infant  children  to  their 
father,  implored  his  juftice  for  fome  reator  imaginary  infult,  which 
ftie  imputed  to  the  audacious  eunuch  ".  The  emperor's  hand  was 
directed  to  fign  the  condemnation  of  Eutropius ;  the  magic  fpell, 
which  during  four  years  had  bound  the  prince  and  the  people,  was 
inftantly  diifolved  ;  and  the  acclamations,  that  fo  lately  hailed  the 
merit  and  fortune  of  the  favourite,  were  converted  into  the  clamours 
of  the  foldiers  and  people,  who  reproached  his  crimes,  and  prefled 
his  immediate  execution»  In  this  hour  of  diftrefs  and  defpair,  his 
only  refuge  was  in  the  fanduary  of  the  church,  whofe  privileges  he 
had  wifely,  or  profanely,  attempted  to  circumfcribe ;  and  the  moil 
eloquent  of  the  faints,.  John  Chryfoftom,  enjoyed  the  triumph  of 

"This  anecdote,  which  Philoftorgius  alone  portant;  fince  it  connefls  the  revolt  of  the 
has  preferved  (1,  xi.  c.  6.  and  Gothofred.  Goths  with  the  fecret  intrigues  of  the  pa- 
Diflertat.  p.  451—456.),  is  curious  and  im-    lace, 

proteding 
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'  ^r^j^-    protedllng  a  proftrate  minifter,  wliofe  choice  had  raifed  hnn  to  thd 

/     ■■*   ecclefiaftical   throne  of  Conftantinople.     The  archbiihop,  afcending 

the  pulpit  of  the  cathedral,  that  he  might  be  diRindlly  feen  and  heard 
by  an  innumerable  crowd  of  cither  fex  and  of  every  age,  pronounced 
a  feafonable  and  pathetic  difcourfe  on  the  forgivenefs  of  injuries, 
and  the  inilability  of  human  greatnefs.  The  agonies  of  the  pale  and 
affiughted  wretch,  who  lay  groveling  under  the  table  of  the  altar, 
exhibited  a  folemn  and  inftrudive  fpeilacle;  and  the  orator,  who 
was  afterwards  accufed  of  infulting  the  misfortunes  of  Eutropius, 
laboured  to  excite  the  contempt,  that  he  might  afluage  the  fury, 
of  the  people  ^.  The  powers  of  humanity,  of  fuperftition,  and  of 
eloquence  prevailed.  The  emprefs  Eudoxia  was  reftrained,  by  her 
own  pi-ejudices,  or  by  thofe  of  her  fubjedts,  from  violating  the  fanc- 
tuary  of  the  church  ;  and  Eutropius  was  tempted  to  capitulate,  by 
the  milder  arts  of  perfuafion,  and  by  an  oath,  that  his  life  ihould  be 
fpared '°.  Carelefs  of  the  dignity  of  their  fovereign,  the  new  mi- 
nifters  of  the  palace  immediately  publiihed  an  edift,  to  declare,  that 
his  late  favourite  had  difgraced  the  names  of  conful  and  patrician, 
to  abolifh  his  ftatues,  to  confifcate  his  wealth,  and  to  inflid  a  per- 
petual exile  in  the  ifland  of  Cyprus  ".     A  defpicable  and  decrepid 

'9  See  the  Homily  of  Chryfollom,  torn.  iii.  pius  would  not  have  been  taken,  had  he  not 
p.  381—386.  of  which  the  exordium  is  par-  deferted  the  church.  Zofimus  (I.  v.  p.  313.), 
ticularly  beautiful.  Socrates,  1.  vi.  c.  5.  So-  on  the  contrary,  pretends,  that  his  enemies 
zomen,  I.  viii.  c.  7.  Montfaucon  (in  his  forced  him  (ilajwaffatTt;  α^τ-ι)  from  the  fane- 
Life  of  Chryfollom,  torn.  xiii.  p.  135.)  too  tuary.  Yet  the  promife  is  an  evidence  of 
haftily  fuppofes  that  Tribigild  was  ailua/ij  fome  treaty;  and  the  ftrong  allurance  of 
jn  Conftantinople  ;  and  that  he  commanded  Claudian  (Pra:fat.  ad  1.  ii.  46.  \ 
the  foldiers  who  were  ordered  to  feize  Eutro-  Sed  tamen  exemplo  non  feriere  tuo, 
pius.  Even  Claudian,  a  Pagan  poet  (Pr»fat.  maybe  confidered  as  an  evidence  of  fome 
ad  1.  ii.   in  Eutrop.  27.),  has  mentioned  the  promife. 

flight  of  theeunuch  to  the  fanftuary.  ^'  Cod.Theod.  1.  ix.  tit.  xl.  leg.  14.  The 

Suppliciterque  pias  humilis  prollratus  ad  date  of  that  law  (Jan.  i/,  A.  D.  399.)  is  er- 

aras  .roneous  and  corrupt ;  fince   the  fall  of  Eu- 

Mitigat  iratas  voce  tremente  nurus.  tropius  could  not  happen  till  the  autumn  of 

3°  Chryfoftom,  in  another  homily   (torn,  the  fame  year.     See  Tillemont,    Hill,    dee 

iii,  p.  386.),  ailefts  to  declare,  that  Eutro-  Empereurs,  torn.  v.  p.  780. 

5  eunuch 
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eunuch  could  no  longer  alarm  the  fears  of  his  enemies  ;   nor  was  he 

capable  of  enjoying  what  yet  remained,  the  comforts  of  peace,  of    ' — -v—-/ 

folitude,  and  of  a  happy  climate.     But  their  implacable  revenge  ftill 

envied  him  the  laft  momentvS  of  a  mii'crable  life,  and  Eutropius  had 

no  fooner  touched  the  Ihores  of  Cyprus,  than  he  was  haftily  recalled. 

The  vain  hope  of  eluding,  by  a  change  of  place,   the  obligation  of 

an  oath,  engaged  the  emprefs  to  transfer  the  fcene  of  his  trial  and 

execution,  from  Conftantlnople  to  the  adjacent  fuburb  of  Chalcedon. 

The  conful  Aurelian  pronounced  the  fentence  ;  and  the  motives  of 

that   fentence  expofe  the  jurifprudence  of  a   defpotic  government. 

The   crimes   which   Eutropius   had    committed    againft   the   people, 

might  have  juftified  his  death;  but  he  was  found  guilty  of  harneffing 

to  his  chariot  the  /acred  animals,   who,  from  their  breed,  or  colour, 

were  referved  for  the  ufe  of  the  emperor  alone  '\ 

While  this  domeftic   revolution   was  tranfa£led,  Gainas "  openly  Confpiracy 
revolted  from  his  allegiance  ;  united  his  forces,  at  Thyatira  in  Lydia,  Gainas, 
wnth  thofe  of  Tribigild  ;  and  ftill  maintained  his  fuperior  afcendant      "     '  ^'^' 
over  the  rebellious  leader  of  the  Oftrogoths.     The  confederate  armies 
advanced,  without  refiftance,  to  the  Streights  of  the  Hellefpont,  and 
the  Bofphorus  ;  and  Arcadius  was  inftrudted  to   prevent  the  lofs  of 
his  Afiatic  dominions,  by  refigning  his  authority  and  his  perfon  to 
the  faith  of  the  Barbarians.     The  church  of  the  holy  martyr  Euphe- 
mia,  fituate  on  a  lofty  eminence  near  Chalcedon  ",  was  chofen  for 
the  place  of  the  interview.     Gainas  bowed,  with  reverence,  at  the 
feet  of  the  emperor,  whilft  he  required  the  facrifice  of  Aurelian  and 

^^  Zofimus,  1.  V.  p.  313.     PhllollorgiuSj  of  Zofinius  himfcif  (1.  v.  p.  314.)'  ^^'lo  i"- 

1.  xi.  c.  6.  advertently  ufes  the  faihionable  language  of 

5'  Zofimus  (1.  V.  p.  313 — 323.),  Socrates  the  Chriilians.  Evagrius  defcribes  (I.  ii.  c.  3.) 

(1.  vi.   c.  4.),  Sozomen   (1.  viii.   c  4.),  and  the  fituation,  arcliitefture,  relics,  and  mira- 

Theodoret    (1.    v.    c.   32,    33.),   reprefent,  cles  of  that  celebrated  church,  in  which  the 

though  with  feme  various  circumftances,  the  general  council  of  Chalcedon  Avas  afterwards 

confpiracy,  defeat,  and  death  of  Gainas.  held. 

^*  ϋίτια;  £t>?-/!ftia,-  μχξτνζί^ί,  IS  the  cxpreffion 

Vol.  III.  Q^q  Saturninus, 
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^XXX^/"    S''i'^"^""^"s,    two  miniftcrs  of  confular  rank ;  and  their  naked' necks• 

^— -V '    were  expofed,  by  the  haughty  rebel,  to  the  edge  of  the  fword,  till  he 

condelcended  to  grant  them  a  precaiious  and  difgracefal  refpite. 
The  Goths,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  were  imme- 
diately tranfported  from  Afia  into  Europe;  and  their  vidorious  chief, 
who  accepted  the  title  of  m after-general  of  the  Roman  armies, 
foon  filled  Conftantinople  with  his  troops,  and  diftributed  among  Iris 
dependents,  the  honours  and  rewards  of  the  empire.  In  his  early 
youth,  Gainas  had  paflcd  the  Danube  as  a  fuppliant,  and  a  fugi- 
tive :  his  elevation  had  been•  the  work  of  valour  and  fortune  ;  and 
his  indifcreet,  or  perfidious  conduft,  was  the  caufe  of  his  rapid 
downfal.  Notwithftanding  the  vigorous  oppofition  of  the  arch- 
bilhop,  he  importunately  claimed,  for  his  Arian  feftaries,  the  pof- 
feffion  of  a  peculiar  church  ;  and  the  pride  of  the  catholics  was 
offended  by  the  public  toleration  of  hercfy  ".  Every  quarter  of  Con- 
ftantinople was  filled  with  tumult  and  diforder  ;  and  the  Barbarians 
gazed  with  fuch  ardour  on  the  rich  ihops  of  the  jewellers,  and  the 
tables  of  the  bankers,  which  were  covered  with  gold  and  filver, 
that  it  was  judged  prudent  to  remove  ihofe  dangerous  temptations 
from  their  fight.  They  refented  the  injurious  precaution  ;■  and  fome 
alarming  attempts  were  made,  during  the  night,  to  attack  and  deftroy 
July  20.  "with  fire  the  Imperial  palace  "'.  In  this  ftate  of  mutual  and  fufpicious 
hoftility,  the  guards,  and  the  people  of  Conftantinople,  fliut  the 
gates,  and  rofe  in  arms  to  prevent,  or  to  puniila,  the  confpiracy  of 
the  Goths.  During  the  abfence  of  Gainas,  his  troops  were  furprifed 
and  opprefted  ;  fevcn  thoufand   Barbarians  perifhed  in  this  bloody 

^'  The  pious  rcnior,i:rances  of  Cliryfoiloni,  G:nnas,  wns  obliged  to  melt  the  plate  of  the 

wliich  do  not  appear  in  his  own  ivrititigs,  are  chuich  of  the  Apoftlcs. 

ftrcngly  urged  by  Thcodoiet  ;  but  bis  infinu-  ^*  The  ecclefiaftical  hiilorians,  who  fome- 

ation,   tiiat  they  were  fuccefsfiil,  ii  difproved  times  guide,  and  fometimcs  follow,  the  pub- 

by  fadb:.     Tiliemonc  (Hill,   des  Empcreur.s  lie  opinion,  ir.oft  confidently  afiert,  that  tlie 

torn.  V.  383.)    has  (iifcoveved,  that  the  em-  palace  of  Conftantinople  was  guarded  by  le- 

f'tror,  to  fatisfy  the  rapacious   demands  of  gions  of  angels. 

2  ma-fiacre ; 
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m..iracre.  In  the  fury  of  the  purfuif,  the  catholics  uncovered  the  ^Jl/|j^• 
roof,  and  continued  to  throw  down  flaming  logs  of  wood,  till  they  '— v— — » 
overwhelmed  their  adverfarles,  who  had  retreated  to  the  church  or 
conventicle  of  the  Arians.  Gainaswas  either  innocent  ofthedefign, 
or  too  confident  of  his  fuccefs :  he  was  aftonilhed  by  the  intelli- 
gence, that  the  flower  of  his  army  had  been  inglorioufly  deftroyed ; 
that  he  himfelf  was  declared  a  public  enemy ;  and  that  his  country- 
man, Fravitta,  a  brave  and  loyal  confederate,  had  aflumed  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  war  by  fea  and  land.  The  entei^prifes  of  the  rebel, 
againft  the  cities  of  Thrace,  were  encountered  by  a  firm  and  we41- 
ordered  defence  :  his  hungry  foldiers  were  foon  reduced  to  the  grafs 
that  grew  on  the  margin  of  the  fortifications;  and  Gainas,  who  vainly 
regretted  the  wealth  and  luxury  of  Afia,  embraced  a  defperate  refo- 
lution  of  forcing  the  paflage  of  the  Hellefpont.  He  was  deftitute 
of  veffels ;  but  the  woods  of  the  Cherfonefus  afforded  materials  for 
rafts,  and  his  intrepid  Barbarians  did  not  refufe  to  truft  themfelv-es  to 
the  waves.  But  Fravitta  attentively  watched  the  progrefs  of  their  December 25. 
undertaking.  As  foon  as  they  had  gained  the  middle  of  the  ftreamy 
the  Roman  gallies  ",  impelled  by  the  full  force,  of  oars,  of  the  cur- 
rent, and  of  a  favourable  wind,  ruilied  forwards  in  compact  order, 
and  with  irrefiftible  weight;  and  the  Hellefpont  was  covered  with 
the  fragments  of  the  Gothic  ihipwreck.  After  the  deftrudion  of  his 
hopes,  and  the  lofs  of  many  thoufands  of  his  braveft  foldiers,  Gainas, 
who  could  no  longer  afpire  to  govern,  or  to  fubdue,  the  Romans, 
determined  to  refume  the  independence  of  a  favage  life.  A  light 
and  adlive  body  of  Barbarian  horfe,  difengaged  from  their  infantry 

'^  Zofimiis  (1.  V.  p.   319.)  mentions  thefe  concludes,  from   the  teftimony  of  Polybius, 

gallies  by  the  name  of  Liburui-ans,  and  ob-  that  gallies  of  a  ftill  larger  fize  had  been  con- ' 

fcrves,  that  they  were  as   fvvift  (without  ex-  ftrufted  in  the   Punic  wars.     Since  the  efta- 

plaining  the  difference  between  them)  as  the  bliihment  of  the  Roman  empire  over  the  Me- 

veiTels    with  fifty  oars  ;  but  that  they   were  diterranean,  the  ufclefs  art  of  building  large 

far  inferior  in   fpeed  to  the  triremes,  which  ihips  of  war  had  probably  been  negleiled,  and 

iad  been  long  difufed.      Yet  he  reafonably  at  length  forgotten. 

Qjj  2  and 
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CHAP.    anJ   baggage,  might  perform,   in  eight   or  ten  days»   a  march    of 

N—v '    three  hundred  miles  from  the  Hellefpont  to  the  Danube  ^',  the  gar- 

rilbns  of  that  important  frontier  had  been  gradually  annihilated ;  the 
river,  in  the  month  of  December,  would  be  deeply  frozen  ;  and  the 
unbounded  profped:  of  Scythia  was  open  to  the  ambition  of  Gainas. 
This  defign  was  fecretly  communicated  to  the  national  troops,  who 
devoted  themielvcs  to  the  fortunes  of  their  leader ;  and  before  the 
fignal  of  departure  was  given,  a  great  number  of  provincial  auxili- 
aries, whom  he  fufpeoled  of  an  attachment  to  their  native  country, 
were  perfidioufly  mafiacred.  The  Goths  advanced,  by  rapid  marches, 
through  the  plains  of  Thrace  ;  and  they  were  foon  delivered  from  the 
fear  of  a  purfuit,  by  the  vanity  of  Fravitta,  who,  inflead  of  extin- 
guifhing  the  war,  haftened  to  enjoy  the  popular  applaufc,  and  to 
aflume  the  peaceful  honours  of  the  confulihip.  But  a  formidable 
ally  appeared  in  arms  to  vindicate  the  majefty  of  the  empire,  and 
to  guard  the  peace  and  liberty  of  Scythia  ^^  The  fuperior  forces 
of  Uldin,  king  of  the  Huns,  oppofed  the  progrefs  of  Gainas; 
an  hoftile  and  ruined  country  prohibited  his  retreat ;  he  difdained  to 
capitulate ;  and  after  repeatedly  attempting  to  cut  his  way  through 
the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  he  was  ilain,  with  his  defperate  followers,  in 
A.  D.  401,  the  field  of  battle.  Eleven  days  after  the  naval  vidory  of  the  Hel- 
lefpont, the  head  of  Gainas,  the  ineftimable  gift  of  the  conqueror, 
was  received  at  Conftantinople  with  the  moft  liberal  expreffions  of 
gratitude ;  and  the  public  deliverance  was  celebrated  by  feftivals  and 

^'  Chifhull  (Travels,  p.  61  — 63.  72— 76.)  Sozomen,  that  he  was  killed  in  TT-raiV  ;  and 

proceeded   from  Gallipoli,  through  Hadria-  by  the   precife  and   authentic    dates  of  the 

nople,   to  the  Danube,  in  about  fifteen  days.  Alexandrian,  or  Pafchal,  Chronicle,  p.  307. 

He  was  in  the  train  of  an  Englifli  ambaiTador,  The  naval  viilory  of  the  Hellefpont  is  fixed 

whofe  baggage  confilled  of  feventy-one  wag-  to    the   month   Apellsus,  the    tenth   of  the 

gons.     That  learned  traveller  has  the  merit  calends  of  January  (December  23.) ;  the  head 

of  tracing  a  curious  and  unfrequented  route.  of  Gainas  was  brought  to  Conilantinople  the 

^3  The  narrative  of  Zofimus,  who  aflually  third  of  the  nones  of  January  (January  3.)^ 

leads  Gainas   beyond  the  Danube,  muit  be  in  the  month  Audynsus. 
•orrefted  by  the  teftimony  of  Socrates,  and 

7  illuminations. 
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illuminations.     The    triumphs  of  Arcadius  became   the   fubjecil    of    ^JyJ\-^' 
epic  poems  ■*" ;   and  the  monarch,  no  longer  opprefled  by  any  hoili.ie    ' — -^r— -^ 
teiTors,  refigncd  himfelf  to  the  mild  and  abfolute  dominion  of  his 
wife,  the  fair  and  artful  Eudoxia  ;   who  has  fullied  her  fxme  by  the 
perfecution  of  St.  John  Chryfoftom. 

After  the  death  of  the  indolent  Nedtarlus,  the  fucceiTor  of  Gregory  Ekaionand 
Nazianzen,  the  church  of  Conftantinople  was  diftrafced  by  the  am-   chryfoftom, 
bition  of  rival  candidates,  who  were  not  aihamed  to  folicit,  with  gold   pebniar^^zo 
or  flattery,  the  fuffrage.of  the  people,  or  of  the  favourite.     On  this 
oecafion,  Eutropius  feems  to  have  deviated  from  his  ordinary  maxims  ; 
and  his  uncorrupted  judgment  was  determined  only  by  the  fuperior 
merit  of  a  ftranger.     In  a  late  journey  into  the  Eaft,  he  had  admired 
the  fermons  of  John,  a  native  and  prefbyter  of  Antioch,  whofe  name 
has-been  diftinguifhed  by  the  epithet  of  Chryfoftom,  or  the  Golden 
Mouth  *'.     A  private  order  was  difpatched  to  the  governor  of  Syria  j 
Snd  as  the  people  might  be  unwilling  to  refign  their  favourite  preach- 
er, he  was  tranfported,  with  fpeed  and  fecrecy,  in  a  poft-chariot, 
from   Antioch  to   Conftantinople.     The  unanimous  and  unfolicited. 

*"  Eufebius  Scholaflicus  acquired  much  xiii.  p.  1—90.  edit.  Montfaucon.  2.  The 
fame  by  his  poem  on  tlie  Gothic  war,  in  moderate  Erafmus  (tom.  iii.  epift.  mcl.  p. 
which  he  had  ferved.  Near  forty  years  after-  1331  — 1347.  edit.  Lugd.  Bat.).  His  viva- 
wards,  Ammonius  recited  another  poem  on  city  and  good  fenfe  were  his  own  ;  his  errors,, 
the  fame  fubjeft,  in  the  prefence  of  the  em-  in  the  uncultivated  flate  of  eccleliailical  anti- 
peror  Theodofms.     See  Socrates,  1.  vi.  c.  6.  quity,    were    almoft    inevitable.       3.     The 

*'  The  fixth  book  of  Socr^itcs,  the  eighth  learned  Tillemont  (Mem.  Ecclefiaftiques, 
ofSozomeii,  and  the  fifth  of  Theodoret,  af-  tom.  xi.  p.  i — 405.  547—626,  &c.  &c.)  ; 
ford  curious  and  authentic  materials  for  the  who  compiles  the  lives  of  the  faints  with  in- 
life  of  John  Chryfoftom.  Befides  thofe  ge-  credible  patience,  and  religious  accuracy^ 
neral  hillorians,  I  have  taken  for  my  guides  He  has  minutely  fearched  the  voluminous 
the  four  principal  biographers  of  the  faint,  works  of  Chryfoftom  himfelf.  4.  Father 
i.  The  author  of  a  partial  and  pafiionate  Vin-  Montfaucon;  who  has  ρ  eru  fed  thofe  works 
dication  of  the  Archbifnop  of  Conftantinople,  with  the  curious  diligence  of  an  editor,  dif• 
compofed  in  the  form  of  a  dialogue,  and  uniier  covered  feveral  new  homilies,  and  again 
the  name  of  his  zealous  partizan,  Palladius,  reviewed  and  compofed  the  life  of  Chryfof- 
biftiop  of  Helenopolis  (Tillemont,  Mem.  tom  (Opera  Chryfoftom.  tom.  xiii,  p.  91-^ 
Ecclef.  tom.  xi.  p.  500  — 533.).  Itisinfert-  177•)• 
«d  among  the  works  of  Chryfoftom,  tom. 

confentr 
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confent  of  the  court,  the  clergy,  and  the  people,  ratified  the  choice 
of  the  minifter ;  and,  both  as  a  faint,  and  as  an  orator,  the  new 
archbifhop  furpaffcd  the  fanguine  expectations  of  the  pubHc.  Born 
of  a  noble  and  opulent  family,  in  the  capital  of  Syria,  Chryfoftom 
had  been  educated,  by  the  care  of  a  tender  mother,  under  the  tuition 
of  the  moil  fkilful  mailers.  He  ftudied  the  art  of  rhetoric  in  the 
fchool  of  Libanius ;  and  that  celebrated  fophift,  who  foon  difcovered 
the  talents  of  his  difciple,  ingenuoufly  confeffed,  that  John  would 
have  deferved  to  fucceed  him,  had  he  not  been  ilolen  away  by  the 
Chriftians.  His  piety  foon  difpofed  him  to  receive  the  facrament 
of  baptifm  ;  to  renounce  the  lucrative  and  honourable  profeffion  of 
the  law  ;  and  to  bury  himfelf  in  the  adjacent  defert,  where  he  fub- 
dued  the  luils  of  the  fleili  by  an  auilere  pennance  of  fix  years.  His 
infirmities  compelled  him  to  return  to  the  fociety  of  mankind  ; 
and  the  authority  of  Meletius  devoted  his  talents  to  the  fervice  of 
the  church  :  but  in  the  midil  of  his  flmiily,  and  afterwards  on  the 
archiepifcopal  throne,  Chryfoftom  ftill  perfevered  in  the  pradice  of 
the  monaftic  virtues.  The  ample  revenues,  which  his  predeceflbrs 
had  confumed  in  pomp  and  luxury,  he  diligently  applied  to  the 
eftablifhment  of  hofpitals ;  and  the  multitudes,  who  were  fupported  by 
his  charity,  preferred  the  eloquent  and  edifying  difcourfes  of  their 
archbifliop,  to  the  amufements  of  the  theatre,  or  the  circus.  The 
monuments  of  that  eloquence,  which  was  admired  near  twenty 
years  at  Antioch  and  Conftantinople,  have  been  carefully  preferved ; 
and  the  poiTeflion  of  near  -one  thouilmd  fermons,  or  homilies,  has 
authorifed  the  critics  *'"  of  fucceeding  times  to  appreciate  the  genuine 
merit  of  Chryfoftom.     They  unanimoufly  attribute  to  the  Chriftian 

♦-  As  I  am  almofl  a  ftranger   to  the  volu-  Ecclefiaftique  (torn.  iii.  p.  38.)  :  yet  the  gnod 

minous  fermons  of  Chryfoftom,  I  have  given  taftc  of  the  former  is  fometimes  vitiated  by  an 

jny  confidence  to  the  two  moft  judicious  and  exceffive  love  of  antiquity  ;  and  the  good  fcnfe 

moderate  of  the  ccclefiallical  critics,  Erafmus  of  the  latter  is  always  reftrained  by  prudential 

(torn.  iii.  p.  1344.),  and  Dupin  (Bibliotheque  confiderations. 

orator. 
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orator,  the  free  command  of  an  elegant  and  copious  language ;  the    CHAP. 

judgment   to  conceal   the    advantages  which   he   derived   from  the    ■        -r 

knowledge  of  rhetoric  and  philofophy  ;  an  inexhauftible  fund  of 
metaphors  and  fimilitudes,  of  ideas  and  images,  to  vary  and  illuf- 
trate  the  moil  familiar  topics  ;  the  happy  art  of  engaging  the  paiTions 
in  the  fervice  of  virtue  ;  and  of  expofmg  the  folly,  as  well  as  the 
turpitude,  of  vice,  almofl  with  the  truth  and  fpirit  of  a  dramatic 
reprefentation. 

The  paftoral  labours  of  the  archbilliop  of  Conftantinople  provoked,  ffis  admmi- 
and  gradually  united  againft  him,  two  forts  of  enemies  ;  the  afpiring  ίείΧ/'"^ 
clergy,  who  envied  his  fuccefs,  and  the  obftinate  fmners,  who  were  ^'  ^"  ^^^~ 
offended  by  his  reproofs.     When  Chryfoftom  thundered,   from  the 
pulpit  of  St.  Sophia,  againft  the  degeneracy  of  the  Chriftians,  his 
fhafts  were   fpent  among  the  crowd,  without   wounding,  or  even 
marking,  the  charafter  of  any  individual.    When  he  declaimed  againft 
the  pecuUar  vices  of  the  rich,  poverty  might  obtain  a  tranfient  confola- 
tion  from  his  iuvedives  :  but  the  guilty  were  ftill  fheltered  by  their 
numbers  ;  and  the  reproach  irfelf  was    dignified    by  fome   ideas  of 
fiiperiority,  and   enjoyment.     But  as  the  pyramid  rofe  towards  the 
fiimmit,  it  infenfibly  diminiilied  to  a  point ;  and  the  magiftrates,  the 
minifters,  the  favourite  eunuchs,  the  ladies  of  the  court  *\  the  em- 
prefe  Eudoxia  herfelf,  had  a   much  larger  ihare   of  guilt,  to  divide 
among  a  fmaller  proportion  of  criminals.     The  perfonal  applications 
of  the  audience   were  anticipated,  or  confirmed,  by  the  teftimony 
of  their  own  confcience ;  and  the  intrepid  preacher  aifumed  the  dan- 
gerous right  of  expofmg  both  the  oifence,  and  the  offender,   to  the 

♦'  The  females   of  Conilantinople  diftin-  who  reproached  their  afFeflation  to  conceal, 

guiihed    themfelvcs   by  their  enmity  ortheir  by  the  ornaments  of  drefs,  their  age  and  ug- 

attachmcnt  to  Chryfoftom.    Three  noble  and  Hnefs  (Pallad.  p.  27.).     Olympias,  by  equal 

opulent  widows,   Marfa,  Cailricia,  and  Eu-  zeal,  difplayed  in   a  more  pious  caufe,  has 

graphia,  were   the  leaders  of  the  perfecution  obtained  the  title  of  faint.       See  Tillemont, 

(Pallad.  Dialog,  torn.  xiii.  p.  14.  ).      It  was  Mcni,  Ecclef.  torn.  xi.  4.16 — 440. 
impoffible  that  they  Ihould  forgive  a  preacher, 

public 
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public  abhorrence.  The  fccret  refentment  of  the  court  encouraged 
the  difcontcnt  of  the  clergy  and  monks  of  Conftantlnoplc,  who  were 
too  haftily  reformed  by  the  fervent  zeal  of  their  archbiihop.  He 
had  condemned,  from  the  pulpit,  the  domeftic  females  of  the  clergy 
of  Conftantinople,  who,  under  the  name  of  fervants,  or  fifters,  af- 
forded a  perpetual  occafion  either  of  fin,  or  of  fcandal.  The  filent 
and  folitary  afcetics,  who  had  fecluded  themfelves  from  the  world, 
were  intitled  to  the  warmeil  approbation  of  Chryfoftom  ;  but  he 
defpifed  and  iligmatifed,  as  the  difgrace  of  their  holy  profcflion,  the 
crowd  of  degenerate  monks,  who,  from  feme  unworthy  motives  of 
pleafure  or  profit,  fo  frequently  infefted  the  ftreets  of  the  capital.  To 
the  voice  of  perfuafion,  the  archbiihop  was  obliged  to  add  the  terrors 
of  authority ;  and  his  ardour,  in  the  exercife  of  ecclefiaftical  jurif- 
didion,  was  not  always  exempt  from  paflion ;  nor  was  it  always 
guided  by  prudence.  Chryfoftom  was  naturally  of  a  choleric  difpo- 
fition  *\  Although  he  ftruggled,  according  to  the  precepts  of  the 
goipel,  to  love  his  private  enemies,  he  indulged  himfelf  in  the  pri- 
vilege of  hating  the  enemies  of  God,  and  of  the  church  ;  and  his 
fentiments  were  fometimes  delivered  with  too  much  energy  of  coun- 
tenance and  expreflion.  He  ftill  maintained,  from  fome  confider- 
ations  of  health,  or  abftinence,  his  former  habits  of  taking  his  repafts 
alone  ;  and  this  inhofpitable  cuftom  "',  which  his  enemies  imputed  to 
pride,  contributed,  at  leaft,  to  nouriih  the  infirmity  of  a  morofe  and 
unfocial  humour.     Separated  from  that  f;vmiliar  intercourfe,  which 

*+  Sozomen,  and    more  efpecially    Socra-  feriouHy  defends  the  archbiihop.    i.Hcne^cr 

tes,  have  defined  the  real  charadler  of  Chry-  tailed  wine.     2.  The  weaknefs  of  his  flomach 

foilom  with  a  temperate  and   impartial  free-  required  a  peculiar  diet.     3.  Bufinefs,  or  (hi- 

ilom,    very  ofFenfive  to  his   bund  admirers,  dy,  or  devotion,  often  kept  him  falling  till 

Thofe  hillorians  lived  in  the  next  generation,  fim-fet.     4.  He  detelled  the  noife  and  levity 

when   party  vit'Ience  was  abated,    and   had  of  great  dinners.     5.  He  faved  the  c.vpence 

converfcd   with  many  perfons  intimately  ac-  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor.     6.  He  was  appre- 

<]uaintcd  with  the  virtues   and  imperfeitions  henfive,  in  a  capital  like  Conftantinople,  of 

of  the  faint.  the   envy   and    reproach    of  partial    iiivitu- 

*f  Palledius  (torn.  xiii.  p.  40,  tl-c.)    very  tions, 

facilitates 
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facilitates  the  knowledge  and  the  difpatch  of  bufiners,  he  rcpofed  an  ^^"  ^"^;/'' 
unfufpeding  confidence  in  his  deacon  Serapion  ;  and  ieldom  applied  v— v— -j 
his  fpeculative  knowledge  of  human  nature  to  the  p.articular  cha- 
raders,  either  of  his  dependents,  or  of  his  equals.  Confcious  of  the 
purity  of  his  intentions,  and  perhaps  of  the  fuperiority  of  his  genius, 
the  archbiihop  of  Conftantinople  extended  the  jurifdidion  of  the 
Imperial  city,  that  he  might  enlarge  the  fphere  of  his  paftoral 
labours ;  and  the  conduit  which  the  profane  imputed  to  an  am- 
bitious motive,  appeared  to  Chryfoftom  himfelf  in  the  light  of  a 
facred  and  indifpenfable  duty.  In  his  vifitation  through  the  Afiatic 
provinces,  he  depofed  thirteen  biihops  of  Lydla  and  Phrygia  ;  and 
indifcreetly  declared,  that  a  deep  corruption  of  fimony  and  licen- 
tioufnefs  had  infe£ted  the  whole  epifcopal  order  **.  If  thofe  biihops 
were  innocent,  fuch  a  rafli  and  unjuft  condemnation  muft  excite  a 
well-grounded  difcontent.  If  they  were  guilty,  the  numerous  af- 
fociates  of  their  guilt  would  foon  difcover,  that  their  own  fafety 
depended  on  the  ruin  of  the  archbiihop ;  whom  they  ftudied  to 
reprefent  as  the  tyrant  of  the  Eaftern  church. 

This  ecclefiaftical  confpiracy  was  managed  by  Theophilus  *',  arch-   Chryfoitom 
bifliop  of  Alexandria,  an  adive  and  ambitious  prelate,  who  difplayed   by  the^em- 
the  fruits  of  rapine  in  monuments  of  oftentation.     His  national  dif-  ^^^[^  ^"' 
like  to  the  rifing  greatnefs  of  a  city,  which  degraded  him  from  the   ^-  ^'  +'^^• 
fecond,  to  the  third,  rank,  in  the  Chriftian  world,  was   exafperated 
by  fome  perfonal  difputes  with  Chryibilom  himfelf  ^*^     By  the  pri- 
Λ^αte  invitation  of  the  emprefs,  Theophilus  landed  at  Conftantinople, 

*^  Chryfoftom    declares  his    free    opinio-n  which   arofe   nmong   the   monks    of  Egypt, 

(torn.  i.v.   horn.  iii.  in  Aft.  ΛροΙΙοΙ.  p.  29.),  concerning Origenifm and  Antropomorphifm  ; 

that   the  number  cf  bilTiops,  who  might  be  the  diiTimulation  and  violence  of  Theophilus; 

faved,  hore  a  very  fniall  proportion  to  thofe  his  artful  management  of  the  fimplicity  of 

who  would  be  damned.  Epiphanius  ;  the  perfecution   and  flight  of 

*'  See  Tillemont,   Mem.  EcclcT.   torn.  xi.  the  /c/ig,  or  tall,  brothers;   the  ambiguous 

p.  441  —  500.  fupport  which    they  received   at  Con.ilanti- 

*'  I  have  purpofely  omitted  the  controverfy  nople  from  Chryfoftom,  &c.  &c. 

Vol.  in.  R  r  with 
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CHAP,    -with  a  ftout  body  of  Egyptian  mariners,  to  encounter  the  populace  ; 

< ,—  ■■/  and  a  train  of  dependent  biiliops,  to  fecure,  by  their  voices,  the  ma- 
jority of  a  fynod.  The  fynod  *'  was  convened  in  the  fuburb  of 
Chalcedon,  fumamed  the  Oak^  w^here  Rufinus  had  eredled  a  ftately 
church  and  monaitery ;  and  their  proceedings  were  continued  during 
fourteen  days,  or  leiBons.  A  biihop  and  a  deacon  accufed  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Conftantinople  ;  but  the  frivolous  or  improbable  nature  of 
the  forty-feven  articles  which  they  prefented  againft  him,  may 
juftly  be  confidered  as  a  fair  and  unexceptionable  panegyric.  Four 
fucceffive  fummons  were  fignified  to  Chryfoftom  ; .  but  he  ftill  re- 
fufed  to  truft  either  his  perfon,  or  his  reputation,  in  the  hands  of 
his  implacable  enemies,  who  prudently  declining  the  examination  of 
any  particular  charges,  condemned  his  contumacious  diibbedience, 
and  haftily  pronounced  a  fentence  of  depofition.  The  fynod  of  the 
Oak  immediately  addreiTed  the  emperor  to  ratify  and  execute  their 
judgment,  and  charitably  infinuated,  that  the  penalties  of  treafon 
might  be  infiided  on  the  audacious  preacher,  who  had  reviled,  under 
the  name  of  Jezabel,  the  emprefs  Eudoxia  herfelf.  The  archbifhop 
was  rudely  arrefted,  and  conduced  through  the  city,  by  one  of 
the  Imperial  mefl'engers,  who  landed  him,  after  a  ihort  navigation, 
near  the  entrance  of  the  Euxine  ;  from  whence,  before  the  expira- 
tion of  two  days,  he  was  glorioufly  recalled. 

Popular  tu-  The  firft  aftoniihment  of  his  faithful  people  had  been  mute  and  paf- 

five:  they  fuddenly  rofe  with  unanimous  and  irrefiftible  fury.  Theo- 
philus  efcaped ;  but  the  promifcuous  crowd  of  monks  and  Egyptian 
mariners  was  flaughtered  without  pity  in  the  ilreets  of  Conftantinople'". 

A  feafon- 

♦9  Photius  (p.  53  —  60.)  has  preferred  the  ter.ce.  See  Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  si. 

original  ails  of  the  fynod  of  the  Oak  ;  which  p.  595. 

dellroy   the   falfe   aflertion,  that  Chryfoftom  »°  Palladiiis   owns   (p.   30.),    that   if  the 

was  condemned  by  no  more  than   thirty-fix  people  of  Conftantinople  had   found  Theo- 

biihops,  of  whom   twenty-nine  were   Egyp-  philus,    they  would   certainly    have    thrown 

lians.     Forty-five  biihops  fubfcribed  his  fen-  him  into  the  fea.     Socrates  mentions   (1.  vi. 

c.  17.) 


lultsatCon 
ftantinople. 
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Λ  leafonableearthquakejuilified  the  interpofition of  heavenjthe  torrent    chap. 

of  fedition  rolled  forwards  to  the  gates  of  trhe  palace  ;  and  the  emprefs,    " , ' 

agitated  by  fear,  or  remorfe,  threw  herfelf  at  the  feet  of  Arcadius,  and 
confefled,  that  the  public  fafety  could  be  purchafed  only  by  the  reftora^ 
tion  of  Chryfoftom.  The  Bofphorus  was  covered  with  innumerable 
vcfiels;  the  fiiores  of  Europe  and•  Afia  were  profufely  illuminated  •; 
and  the  acclamations  of  a  vidorious  people  accompanied,  from  the 
port  to  the  cathedral,  the  triumph  of  the  archhifliop  ;  wHo,  too  eafily, 
confented  to  refume  the  exercife  of  his  funftions  before  his  lentence 
had  been  legally  reverfed  by  the  authority  of  an  ecclefiaftical  fy•• 
nod.  Ignorant,  or  carelefs,  of  the  impending  danger,  Ghiyfoftom 
indulged  his  zeal,  or  perhaps  his  refentment ;  declaimed  with  pe- 
culiar afperity  againft  female  vices ;  and  condemtied  the  profane 
honours  which  were  addrefled,  almoft  in  the  precinds  of  St.  Sophia, 
to  the  ftatue  of  the  emprefs.  His  imprudence  tempted  his  eneiiiies 
to  inflame  the  haughty  fpirit  of  Eudoxia,  by  reporting,  or  perhaps 
inventing,  the  famous  exordium  of  a  fermon,  "  Herodias  is  again 
'*'  furious  ;  Herodias  again  dances  ;  ihe  once  more  requires  the  head 
*'  of  John:"  an  infolent  allufion,  which,  as  a  woman  and  a  fove- 
reign,  it  was  impoffible  for  her  to  forgive  ''.  The  ihort  interval  of 
a  perfidious  truce  was  employed  to  concert  more  effedual  meafures 
for  the  difgrace  and  ruin  of  the  archbiiliop.  A  numerous  council 
of  the  Eaftem  prelates,  who  were  guided  from  a  diftance  by  the  ad- 
AUce  of  Theophilus,  confirmed  the  validity,  without  examining  the 
juftice,    of  the  former  fentence  j    and  a  detachment    of  Barbarian 

c.  17.)   a  battle  between  the  mob  and  the         s-  See  Socrates,  1.  v!.  c.   i8.     Sozomen, 

failorsofAlexandria,  in  which  many  wounds  ].  viii.  c.  20.     Zofimus  (1.  v.    p.  324.  327.) 

were  ?iven,  and  fome  lives  were  loft.     The  „„   ^•  •  ,    .  1•     •       η- 

_  *        '  ,      .       ,  .        .        ,     ,  mentions,  in    general    terms,    his  inveflives 

jnaflacre  or  the  monks  is   obferved  only  by  .    .    „    ,    7        nr.,      ,       ., 

the  Pagan  Zofimus  (1.  v.  p.   324.),  who  ac-  ^«^^"Λ   Eudoxia.      The  hoinily.  which  be 

knowledges  that  Chryfoftom  had  afingularta-  2'"^  with  thofe  famous  words,  is  rejefted  a, 

•lent  to  lead  the  illiterate  multitude,  ^v  yap  0  furious.     Montfaucon,    torn.  xiii.   p.   151. 

avfif wTTcf  eAoyor  οχλ'-ν  ι•7τα7«"/ίσθβΐ  i£;»o;.  Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  xi.  p.  603. 

R  r  2  troops 
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troops' was  introduced  into  tlie  city,  to  fupprcfs  the  emotions  of  the 
people.  On  the  vigil  of  Eafter,  the  folcmn  adminiftration  of  bap- 
tifm  was  rudely  interrupted  by  the  foldiers,  Avho  alarmed  the  mo- 
defty  of  the  naked  catechumens,  and  violated,  by  their  prefence,  the 
awful  myfteries  of  the  Chriftian  worihip.  Arfacius  occupied  the 
church  of  St.  Sophia,  and  the  archiepifcopal  throne.  The  catholics 
retreated  to  the  baths  of  Conftantine,  and  afterwards  to  the  fields  : 
v/here  they  were  ftill  purfued  and  infulted  by  the  guards,  the  bifhops, 
and  the  maglftrates.  The  fatal  day  of  the  fecond  and  final  exile  of 
Chryfoftom  was  marked  by  the  conflagration  of  the  cathedral,  of 
the  fenate-houfe,  and  of  the  adjacent  buildings  ;  and  this  calamity 
was  imputed,  without  proof,  but  not  without  probability,  to  the 
defpair  of  a  perfecuted  faftion  *\ 
Exile  of  Cicero  might  claim  fome  merit,  if  his  voluntary  baniihment  prc- 

Ϊ^'ό^^Γ,'  ^^^"''^^  ^^^  P^''^'^^  "^^^^  republic  "  ;  but  the  fubmlffion  of  Chryfoilora 
June  20.  -^yas  the  indifpenfable  duty  of  a  Chriftian  and  a  fubjedl.  Inftead  of 
liftening  to  his  humble  prayer,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  refide 
at  Cyzicus,  or  Nicomedia,  the  inflexible  emprefs  afligned  for  his 
exile  the  remote  and  defolate  town  of  Cucufus,  among  the  ridges  of 
Mount  Taurus,  in  the  Lefler  Armenia.  A  fecret  hope  was  entertain- 
ed, that  the  archbiihop  might  perifh  in  a  difficult  and  dangerous 
march  of  feventy  days  in  the  heat  of  fummer,  through  the  provinces 
of  Afia  Minor,  where  he  was  continually  threatened  by  the  hoftilc 
attacks  of  the  Ifaurians,  and  the  more  implacable  fury  of  the  monks. 
Yet  Chryfoftom  arrived  in  fafety  at  the  place  of  his  confinement  ; 
and  the  three  years,  which  he  fpent  at  Cucufus,  and  the  neighbour- 

5-   We   might    naturally   expert    fuch    a         53  He  difplays  thcfe  fpecious  motives  (Port 

charee  from  Zofimus  (1.  v.  p.  327.)  ;  but  it  _    ,.  \  •      1.     1  ■  r 

°     ,    ,,  ,       L      ■    λ.     ij  1  Reditum,  c.  13,  14.)  in  the  langiiao-e  of  an 

13  remarkable  enough,  that  It  fliould  be  con-  J•      c  '  be 

fumed  by  Socrates,  1.  vi,  c.  18.  and  the  Paf-     oraw  and  a  politician, 
chal  Chronicle,  p.  307. 


i 
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ing  town  -of  Arabillus,  were  tlie  lafh  and  moft  glorious  of  his  life.  ^Jt-^,/' 
His  charader  was  confocrated  by  abfence  and  perfecution  ;  the  faults  ν — -ν- — ' 
of  his  adminiftration  were  no  longer  remembered ;  but  every  tongue 
repeated  the  praifes  of  his  genius  and  virtue:  and  the  relpedful  at- 
tention of  the  Chriftian  Avorld  was  iixcd  on  a  defert  fpot  among  the 
mountains  of  Taurus.  From  that  folitude,  the  archbiihop,  whofe 
adtive  mind  was  invigorated  by  misfortunes,  maintained  a  ftrid;  and 
frequent  correfpondence  ^*  with  the  moil  diilant  provinces;  exhorted 
the  feparate  congi-egation  of  his  faithful  adherents  to  perfevere  in 
their  allegiance  ;  urged  the  deilru£tion  of  the  temples  of  Phoenicia, 
and  the  extirpation  of  herefy  in  the  ifle  of  Cyprus  ;  extended  his 
paftoral  care  to  the  miffions  of  Perfia  and  Scythia ;  negociated,  by 
his  ambaifadors,  with  the  Roman  pontiff,  and  the  emperor  Hono- 
rius  ;  and  boldly  appealed,  from  a  partial  fynod,  to  the  fupreme  tri- 
bunal of  a  free  and  genei-al  council.  The  mind  of  the  illuftrious 
exile  was  ftill  independent ;  but  his  captive  body  was  expofed  to  the 
revenge  of  the  oppreflbrs,  who  continued  to  abufe  the  name  and 
authority  of  Arcadius  ''\  An  order  v/as  difpached  for  the  inftant  re- 
moval of  Chryfoftom  to  the  extreme  defert  of  Pityus  ;  and  his  guards 
fo  faithfully  obeyed  their  cruel  inftrudions,  that,  before  he  reached 
the  fea-coaft  of  the  Euxine,  he  expired  at  Comana,  in  Pontus,  in  ^'^^  deatli, 
the  fixtieth  year  of  his  age.     The   fucceeding  generation  acknoAA'-  September  /4. 

'+  Two  hundred  and  forty-two  of  the  epif-  nitatis,  facrilegorum  prlncipem,  immundum 

ties  of  Chryfoftom  are  ftill  extant   (Opera,  dxmonem  ;  he  affirms,  chat  John  Chryfoftom 

torn.  iii.  p.  523—736.)•     They  are  addrelTcd  had  delivered  his  foul  to  be  adulterated  by 

to   a  great  variety   of  perfons,  and   iliew  a  the  devil  ;  and  wifties  that  fome  farther  pu- 

'  iirmnefs  of  mind,  much   fuperior  to  that  of  nifiiment,  adequate  (ifpoffible)  to  theraag• 

Cicero  in   his  exile.     The  fourteenth  epiftle  nitude  of  his  crimes,  may  be  inilided  on  him. 

contains  a  curious  narrative  of  the  dangers  of  St.  Jerom,  at  the  requeft  of  his  friend  Theo- 

his  journey.  philus,  tranflated  this  edifying  performance 

"  After  the  exile  of  Chryfoftom,  Theo-  from  Greek  into  Latin.     See  FacundusHer- 

phiUis  publiftied  an  enormous  and  horrible  vo-  mian.   Defenf.    pro  iii  Capitul.   1.  vi.  c.   5. 

iume  againft  him,  in  which  he  perpetually  publiihed  by  Sirmond.     Opera,  tom.  ii.  p. 

repeats  the  polite  expreflions  of  hoftemhuma-  595,  596,  597. 

ledged 
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His  relics 
trail  fported 
to  Conilan- 
tinople, 
A.  D.  438, 
January  27. 

The  death  of 
Arcadius, 
A.  D.  408, 
May  I. 


ledged  his  innocence  and  merit.  The  archbiihops  of  the  Eaft,  who 
might  bhiili,  that  their  predecefibrs  had  been  tlie  enemies  of  Chryfoi- 
tom,  were  gradually  difpofed,  by  the  firmneis  of  the  Roman  pontift', 
to  reftore  the  honours  of  tlut  venerable  name  '^  At  the  pious 
folic'itation  of  the  clergy  and  people  of  Conftantinople,  his  relics, 
thirty  years  after  his  death,  were  tranfported  from  their  obfcure 
fepulthre  to  the  royal  city  ".  The  emperor  Theodofuis  advanced  to 
receive  them  as  far  as  Chalcedon  ;  and,  falling  proftrate  on  the  coffin, 
implored,  in  the  name  of  his  guilty  parents,  Arcadius  and  Eudoxia, 
the  forgivenefs  of  the  injured  faint  ^^ 

Yet  a  reafonable  doubt  may  be  entertained,  whether  any  ftain  of 
hereditary  guilt  could  be  derived  from  Arcadius  to  his  fucceifor. 
Eudoxia  was  a  young  and  beautiful  woman,  who  indulged  her 
paffions,  and  defpiicd  her  huiband :  Count  John  enjoyed,  at  leaft, 
the  familiar  confidence  of  the  emprefs  ;  and  the  public  named  him 
as  the  real  father  of  Theodoiius  the  younger  ".  The  birth  of  a  fon 
was  accepted,  however,  by  the  pious  huiband,  as  an  event  the  moft 
fortunate  and  honourable  to  himfelf,  to  his  family,  and  to  the  eaileni 
world  :  and  the  royal  infant,  by  an  unprecedented  favour,  was  in- 
verted with  the  titles  of  C«?far  and  Auguftus.     In  lefs  than  four  years 


}^  His  name  was  inferted  by  his  fucceffor 
Atticus  in  the  Dyptics  of  the  church  of  Con- 
ftantinople, A.  D.  418.  Ten  years  after- 
wards he  was  revered  as  a  faint.  Cyril,  who 
inherited  the  place,  and  the  paffions,  of -his 
uncle  Theophilus,  yielded  with  much  reluc- 
tance. See  Facund.  Hcrmian.  1.  ii•.  c.  i. 
Tillemont.Mem.Ecclef.  torn. rxiv.p.  277— 283. 

"  Socrates,  1.  vii.c.  4;.  Theodore t,  1.  v.  c. 
36.  This  event  reconciled  the  Joannices,  who 
had  hitherto  refufcd  to  acknowledge  his  fuc- 
ceifors.  During  his  lifetime,  the  Joannites 
were  refpciled  by  the  catholics,  as  the  true 
and  orthodox  communion  of  Conftantinople. 
Their  obftinacy  gradually  drove  them  to  the 
brink  of  ffhifin. 


'*  According  to  feme  accounts  (Baronius, 
Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  438.  N'  9,  10.),  the 
emperor  was  forced  to  fend  a  letter  of  invita- 
tion and  excufes,  before  the  body  of  the  ce- 
remonious faint  could  be  moved  from  Co- 
mana. 

"  Zofimus,  1.  V.  p.  3 1 S-  The  chaftity  of 
an  emprefs  ihould  not  be  impeached  without 
producing  a  witnefs;  but  it  is  aftoniihing, 
that  the  witnefs  ihould  write  and  live  under  a 
prince,  whofe  legitimacy  he  dared  to  attack. 
•  We  muft  fuppofe  that  his  hiilory  was  a  party 
libel,  privately  read  and  circulated  by  tho 
Pagans.  Tillemcnt  (Hift.  des  Empereurs, 
tom.  V.  p.  782.)  is  not  av erfe  to  brand  the 
reputation  of  Eudocia. 

afterwards, 
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afterwards,  Eudoxia,  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  was  deftroyed  by  the    ^^^^^' 

confequences  of  a  mifcarriage  ;  and  this  untimely  death  confounded    ν ^— ==j 

the  prophecy  of  a  holy  biihop  '°,  who,  amidft  the  univerfal  joy, 
had  ventured  to  foretel,  that  ilie  ihould  behold  the  long  and  aufpi- 
cious  reign  of  her  glorious  fon.  The  catholics  applauded  the  juftice 
of  heaven,  which  avenged  the  perfecution  of  St.  Chryfollom ;  and 
perhaps  the  empeiOr  was  the  only  perfon  who  fincerely  bewailed  the 
iofs  of  the  haughty  and  rapacious  Eudoxia.  Such  a  domeilic  mif- 
fortune  afflided  bhn  more  deeply  than  the  public  calamities  of  the 
Eaft  *'  ;  the  licentious  excurfions,  from  Pontus  to  Paleftine,  of  the  ' 
Ifaurian  robbers,  whofe  impunity  accufed  the  weaknefs  of  the  go- 
vernment ;  and  the  earthquakes,  the  conflagrations,  the  famine,  and 
the  flights  of  locufts  ",  which  the  popular  difcontent  was  equally 
difpofed  to  attribute  to  the  incapacity  of  the  monarch.  At  length, 
in  the  thirty-firft  year  of  his  age,  after  a  reign  (if  we  may  abufe  thalt 
word)  of  thirteen  years,  three  months,  and  fifteen  ^  days,  Arcadius 
expired  in  the  pa^ce  of  Conftantinople.  It  is  impoflible  to  deli- 
neate his  charadler  ;  fmce,  in  a  period  verycopiouily  fumiihed  with 
hiilorical  materials,  it  has  not  been  poiTible  to  remark  one  adioa 
that  properly  belongs  to  the  fon  of  the  great  Theodofms. 

The  hiftorian  Procopius  °'  has  indeed  illuminated  the  mind  of  ths   His  fuppofed 
dying  emperor  with  a  ray  of  human  prudence,  or  celeftial  wifdom. 
Arcadius  confidered,  with  anxious'  forefight,  the  helplefs   condition 
of  his  fon  Theodofius,  who  was  no  more  than  feven  years  of  age, 

*"  Porplij-ry  of  Gaza.    His  zeal  was  tranf-         *^  Jerom  (torn.  νί.  p.  73.  76.)  defcribei, 

ported  by  the  order  which  he  had  obtained  in  lively  colours,  the  regular  and  defiruftivc 

for  the  deftruaion  of  eight  Pagan  temples  of  march  of  the  loculls.which  fpreadadark  cloud, 

that  city.     See  the  curious  details  of  his  life  between  heaven  and  earth,  over  the  land  of 

(Barorius,  A.  D.  401.  N°  17 — 51.)  original-  Paleftine.     Seafonable  winds  fcattered  them, 

ly  written  in  Greek,  or  perhaps  in  Syriac,  partly  into  the  Dead  Sea,  and  partly  into  the 

by  a  monk,  one  of  his  favourite  deacons.  Mediterranean. 

*'  Philoftorg.  1.   xi.  c.  8.  and  Godefroy,         ^  Procopius,  de  Bsll.  Perfic.  I.  i.  c.  2.p.8 

Diflcrtat.  p.  4^7.  edit.  Louvre. 

6  the 
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^^  A  p.    the   dangerous   faftions   of  a  minority,    and    the   afpiring  fpirit  of 

y~—^ »    Jezdegerd,  the  Perfian  monarch.     Inftead  of  tempting  the  allegiance 

of  an  ambitious  fubjed,  by  the  participation  of  fuprcme  power,  he 
boldly  appealed  to  the  magnanimity  of  a  king ;  and  placed,  by  a  folemn 
teftament,  the  fceptrc  of  the  Eaft  in  the  hands  of  Jezdegerd  himfelf. 
The  royal  guardian  accepted  and  dllchargcd  this  honoui"able  truil 
with  unexampled  fidelity ;  and  the  infancy  of  Theodofius  was 
protcded  by  the  arms  and  councils  of  Perfia.  Such  is  the  fmgular 
narrative  of  Procopius  ;  and  his  veracity  is  not  difputed  by  Agathias  '^*, 
while  he  prefumes  to  diffent  from  his  judgment,  and  to  arraign  the 
wifdom  of  a  Chriftian  emperor^  who,  fo  rafiily,  though  fo  fortunate- 
ly, committed  his  fon  and  his  dominions  to  the  unknown  faith  of  a 
ftranger,  a  rival,  and  a  heathen.  At  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years,  this  political  queftion  might  be  debated  in  the  court  of 
Juftinian  ;  but  a  prudent  hiftorian  will  refuie  to  examine  the propnelj, 
till  he  has  afcertained  the  tridh,  of  the  teftament  of  Arcadius.  As 
it  ftands  without  a  parallel  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world,  we  may 
juftly  require,  that  it  fliould  be  attefted  by  the  pofuive  and  un- 
animous evidence  of  contemporaries.  The  ftrange  novelty  of  the  event, 
which  excites  our  diftruft,  muft  have  attracted  their  notice  ;  and  their 
univerfal  filence  annihilates  the  vain  tradition  of  the  fucceeding  age, 
AdmitiiHra-         The  maxims  of  Roman  jurifprudence,  if  they  could  fairly  be  tranf- 

tion  of  An-  i  i•      i         •    •  •     i        i 

themius,         fcrrcd  from  private  property  to  public  dominion,  would  have  adjudged 

4i"5.  "^°  ~  to  the  emperor  Honorius  the  guardianfliip  of  his   nephev*^,  till  he 

had  attained,  at  leaft,  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age.    But  the  weak- 

nefs  of  Honorius,  and  the  calamities   of  his  reign,  difqualified  him 

from  profecuting  this  natural  claim  ;  and  fuch  was  the  abfolute  fepa- 

'+  Agathias,  1.  iv.  p.  136,  137.   Although  λ-ery  fen  fibly  on  the  merits  of  this  fable.     His 

he  confefles  the  prt'valetite  of  the  tradition,  criticifni  was  not  warped  by  any  ecclefiailical 

lie  ailerts,  that  I'rccopius  was  the  firft  who  authority:  both  Procopius  and  Agathias  are 

had    committ  d    it   to  writing.      Tilleniont  half  Pagans. 
(Fliil.  des  Emprreurs,  torn.  vi.  p.  597•)  arcucs 

3  ration 
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ration   of  the  two  monarchies,  both   ία   intereft  and   afFedion,  that    Chap. 

Conftantinople  would  have  obeyed,  with  lefs  reludance,  the  orders    .. ',  [-- '  j 

of  the  Perfian,  than  thofe  of  the  Italian,  court.  Under  a  prince, 
whofe  weaknefs  is  difgulfed  by  the  external  figns  of  manhood  and  dif- 
cretion,  the  moil  worthlefs  favourites  may  fecretly  difpute  the  empire 
of  the  palace  ;  and  didate  to  fubmiilive  provinces,  the  commands  of 
a  mafter,  whom  they  dired"  and  defpife.  But  the  minifters  of  a 
child,  who  is  incapable  of  arming  them  with  the  fandion  of  the 
royal  name,  muil  acquire  and  exercife  an  independent  authority. 
The  great  officers  of  the  ftate  and  army,  who  had  been  appointed 
before  the  death  of  Arcadius,  formed  an  ariilocracy,  which  might  liave 
infpired  them  with  the  idea  of  a  free  republic ;  and  the  government 
of  the  eailern  empire  was  fortunately  aifunied  by  the  pricfcd  An- 
themius '',  who  obtained,  by  his  fuperior  abilities,  a  lafting  afcend- 
ant  over  the  minds  of  his  equals.  The  iiifety  of  the  young  emperor 
proved  the  merit  and  integrity  of  Anthemius  ;  and  his  prudent  ilrm- 
iiefs  fuftained  the  force  and  reputation  of  an  infant  reign.  Uldin, 
with  a  formidable  hoft  of  Barbarians,  was  encamped  in  the  heart 
of  Thrace :  he  proudly  rejeded  all  terms  of  accommodation ;  and, 
pointing  to  the  rifmg  fun,  declared  to  the  Roman  ambaifadors,  that 
the  courfe  of  that  planet  fiiould  alone  terminate  the  conquefts  of  the 
Huns.  But  the  defertion  of  his  confederates,  who  were  privately 
convinced  of  the  juftice  and  liberality  of  the  Lnpcrial  minifters, 
obliged  Uldin  to  repafs  the  Danube  :  the  tribe  of  the  Scyrri,  which 
compofed  his  rear-guard,  was  almofl:  extirpated  ;  and  many  thou- 
fand  captives  were  difperfed,  to  cultivate,  with  fervile  labour,  the 

*'  Socrates,  1.  vii.  c.  i.     Anthemius  was  Pr.x-torian  prKfeft  of  the  Eaft,  in  theyear  40^  j 

the  grandfon  of  Philip,  one  of  the  ininiilcrs  of  and  held  the  prafciflure  about  ten  yer.rs.    See 

Conllantius,  and  the  grandfather  of  the  em-  his  honours  and  praifes  in   Godefroy,  Cod. 

pcror  Anthemius.     After  his  return  from  tlie  Theod.  torn,  vi,    p.  350.     Tiucmont,  Hill. 

I'erfian  erabaify,  he  was  appoiiued  confui  and  des  Emp.  torn.  vi.  p.  i,  &c. 
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fields  of  Afia  ".  In  the  midft  of  the  pubUc  triumph,  Conftantniople 
Λνα8  protedled  by  a  ftrong  inclofure  of  new  and  more  extenfive  walls; 
the  iiime  vigilant  care  was  applied  to  reftore  the  fortifications  of  the 
lUyrian  cities  ;  and  a  plan  was  judicioufly  conceived,  which,  in  the 
fpace  of  feven  years,  would  have  fecured  the  command  of  the  Da- 
nube, by  eftabliihing  on  that  river  a  perpetual  fleet  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  armed  veiTels  *'. 

But  the  Romans  had  fo  long  been  accuftomed  to  the  authority  of  a 
monarclv  that  the  firft,  even  among  the  females,  of  the  Imperial 
family,  who  dilplayed  any  courage  or  capacity,  was  permitted  to 
afcend  the  vacant  throne  of  Theodofius.  His  filler  Pulcheria '\  who 
was  only  two  years  older  than  himfelf,  received,  at  the  age  of  fix- 
teen,  the  title  of  Angtifia  \  and  though  her  fiivour  might  be  fomc- 
dmes  clouded  by  caprice  or  intrigue,  ihe  continued  to  govern  the 
Eaftern  empire  near  forty  years  ;  during  the  long  minority  of  her 
brother,  and  after  his  death,  in  her  own  name,  and  in  the  name  of 
Marcian,  her  nominal  hufband.  From  a  motive,  either  of  pru- 
dence, or  religion,  ihe  embraced  a  life  of  celibacy ;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  fome  afperfions  on  the  chafi:ity  of  Pulcheria  *',  this  refolu- 
tion,  which  ihe  communicated  to  her  fifters  Arcadia  and  Marina^ 
was  celebrated  by  the  Chriftian  world,  as  the  fublime  effort  of  heroic 
piety.  In  the  preienee  of  the  clergy  and  people,  the  three  daughters 
of  Arcadius  '"  dedicated  their  virginity  to  God ;   and  the  obligation 

of 


*'''  Sozomcn,  I.  i\-.  c.  ς.  He  faw  fome 
Scyrri  at  work  near  Mount  Olympus,  in  Bi- 
diynia,  and  cherillicd  the  vain  hope  that  thofe 
captives  were  the  laft  of  the  nation. 

*'  Cod.  Theod.  1.  vii.  tit.  xvii.  1.  xv.  tit.i. 

.ί^Ε-  49• 

'  '    ***  Sozomen  has  filled  three  chapters  with  a 
'magnificent  panegyric  of  Pulcheria  (1.  ix.  c.  I, 

2,   3.)  ;   and  TiiJemont    (Memoires  Ecclef. 

toai..xv.  p.  iji—  184.)  has  dedicated  a  fepa- 


rate  articfe  to  the  honour  of  St.  Pulcheria, 
virgin,  and  empreu. 

•^'  Suidas  (Excerpta,  p.  68.  in  Script.  By- 
zant.)  pretends,  on  the  credit  of  the  Nefto- 
rians,  that  Pulcheria  was  exafperated  againil 
their  founder,  becaufe  he  cenfiired  her  con- 
nexion with  the  beautiful  Paulinus,  and  her 
inceft  with  her  brother  Theodofius. 

'"-See  Ducange,  Famil.  Byzantin.  p.  70. 

Flaccilla,  the   eldeft  daughter,,  either  died 

before 
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of  their  folemn  vow  was  infcribed  on  a  tablet  of  gold  and  gems ;  ^J^^^^  J*• 
which  they  publicly  offered  in  the  great  church  of  Conftantinople.  w — , — ^^ 
Their  palace  was  converted  into  a  monaftery ;  and  all  males,  except 
the  guides  of  their  confcience,  the  faints  who  had  forgotten  the 
diilindlion  of  fexes,  were  fcrupuloufly  excluded  from  the  holy 
threlhold.  Pulcheria,  her  two  fillers,  and  a  chofen  train  of  favourite 
damfels,  formed  a  religious  community  :  they  renounced  the  vanity 
of  drefs  ;  interrupted,  by  frequent  fails,  their  fimple  and  frugal  diet ; 
allotted  a  portion  of  their  time  to  works  of  embroidery ;  and  de- 
voted feveral  hours  of  the  day  and  night  to  the  exercifes  of  prayer 
and  pfalmody.  The  piety  of  a  Chriftian  virgin  was  adorned  by  the 
zeal  and  liberality  of  an  emprefs.  Ecclefiaftical  hiftory  deicribes 
the  fplendid  churches,  which  were  built  at  the  expence  of  Pul- 
cheria, in  all  the  provinces  of  the  Eaft ;  her  charitable  foun- 
dations for  the  benefit  of  ftrangers  and  the  poor ;  the  ample  dona- 
tions which  flie  affigned  for  the  perpetual  maintenance  of  monaftic 
focieties  ;  and  the  aiilive  feverity  with  which  ihe  laboured  to  fupprefs 
the  oppofite  herefies  of  Neftorius  and  Eutyches.  Such  virtues  were 
fuppofed  to  deferve  the  peculiar  favour  of  the  Deity  ;  and  the  relics  of 
martyrs,  as  well  as  the  knowledge  of  future  events,  \vere  communi- 
cated in  vifions  and  revelations  to  the  Imperial  faint ".  Yet  the 
devotion  of  Pulcheria  never  diverted  her  indefatigable  attention  from 
temporal  affairs  ;  and  ihe  alone,  among  all  the  defcendants  of  the 
great  Theodofms,  appears  to  have  inherited  any  fhare  of  his  manly 

before  Arcadius,  or,  ϊΓ^!^?  lived  till  the  year  Macedonian  monks,  and  to  a  church  of  St. 

43 1  (Marcellin.  Chron.),  fomedefefl  of  mind  Thyrfus,  eredted  by  Ca:farius,  who  wa,5  conful 

or  body   muft   have  excluded  her   from  the  A.  D.   397  ;  and   the  memory  of  the   relics 

honours  of  her  rank.  was  almoft  obliterated.     Notwithftanding  the 

"  She  was  admoniihed,  by  repeated  dreams,  charitable  wiihes    of  Dr.   Jortin   (Remarks, 

of  the  place  where  the  relics  of  the  forty  mar-  torn.   iv.   p.   234.),  it  is  not  eafy  to  acquit 

tyrs  had  been  buried.  The  ground  had  fuccef-  Pulcheria  of  fome  Ihare  in   the  pious  fraud  ; 

fjvely  belonged  to  the  houfe  and  garden  of  a  which  muft  have  been  tranfaiiled,  when  Ihe 

woman  of  Conftantinople,  to  a  monaftery  of  was  more  than  ftve-and-thirty  years  of  age. 

S  f  2  fpirit 
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^XX?ai^'  ^J'^^'^'^  ^"'^  abilities.  The  elegant  and  familiar  ufe  which  Hie  had  ac- 
v-^ — V — — '  quired,  both  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  was  readily  applied 
to  the  various  occafions  of  fpeaking,  or  writing,  on  public  bufinefs : 
her  deliberations  were  maturely  weighed  ;  her  adions  were  prompt 
and  decifive  ;  and,  while  ilie  moved  without  noife  or  oftentation  the 
wheel  of  government,  ihe  difcreetly  attributed  to  the  genius  of  the 
emperor,  the  long  tranquillity  of  his  reign.  In  the  laft  years  of  his 
peaceful  life,  Europe  was  indeed  afflifted  by  the  arms  of  Attila; 
but  the  more  extenfive  provinces  of  Afia  ftill  continued  to  enjoy 
a  profound  and  permanent  repofe.  Theodofius  the  younger  was 
never  reduced  to  the  difgraceful  neceility  of  encountering  and  puniih- 
ing  a  rebellious  fubjedl  :  and  fince  we  cannot  applaud  the  vigour, 
fome  praife  may  be  due  to  the  mildnefs,  and  profperity,  of  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  Pulcheria. 
Education  The  Roman  world  was  deeply  interefted  in  the  education  of  its 

of  Tiieodo-  mailer.  Ά  regular  courfe  of  ftudy  and  exercife  was  judicioufly  in- 
youn^er.  ftituted ;  of  the  military  exercifes  of  riding,  and  ihooting  with  the 
bow ;  of  the  liberal  ftudies  of  grammar,  rhetoric,  and  philofophy : 
the  moil  ikilful  mailers  of  the  Eail  ambitioufly  folicited  the  attention 
of  their  royal  pupil ;  and  feveral  noble  youths  were  introduced  into 
the  palace,  to  animate  his  diligence  by  the  emulation  of  friendiliip. 
Pulcheria  alone  difcharged  thfe  important  taflc  of  inftrudting  her  bro- 
ther in  the  arts  of  government ;  but  her  precepts  may  countenance 
fome  fufpicion  of  the  extent  of  her  capacity,  or  of  the  purity  of  her 
intentions.  She  taught  him  to  maintain  a  grave  and  majeilic  de- 
portment ;  to  walk,  to  hold  his  robes,  to  feat  himfelf  on  his  throne, 
in  a  manner  worthy  of  a  great  prince  ;  to  abilain  from  laughter  ;  to 
liften  with  condefcenfion  ;  to  return  fuitable  anfwers  ;  to  aifume,  by 
turns,  a  ferlous  or  a  placid  countenance ;  in  a  word,  to  reprefent 
with  grace  and  dignity  the  external  figure  of  a  Roman  emperor.    But 

Theodofius 
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Theodofms '*  was  never  excited  to  fupport  the  weight  and  glory  οΓ   ^Jij^, ''* 

an  iUuftrious  name  ;  and,  inftead  of  afpiring  to  imitate  his  anccftors»   ^- — ν ' 

he  degenerated  (if  we  may  prefume  to  meafure  the  degrees  of  inca- 
pacity) below  the  weaknefs  of  his  father  and  his  uncle.  Arcadius 
and  Honorius  had  been  affifted  by  the  guardian  care  of  a  parent, 
whofe  leflbns  were  enforced  by  his  authority,  and  example.  But 
the  unfortunate  prince,  who  is  born  in  the  purple,  muil  remain  a 
ilranger  to  the  voice  of  truth ;  and  the  fon  of  Arcadius  was  con- 
demned to  pafs  his  perpetual  infancy,  encompaiTed  only  by  a  fervile 
train  of  women  and  eunuchs.  The  ample  leifure,,  which  he  ac- 
quired by  negledling  the  eflential  duties  of  his  high  office,  was  filled 
by  idle  amufements,  and  unprofitable  ffudies.  Hunting  Avas  the 
only  adive  purfuit  that  could  tempt  him  beyond  the  limits  o€ 
the  palace ;  but  he  moil  aifiduoufly  laboured,  fometimes  by  the 
light  of  a  midnight  lamp,  in  the  mechanic  occupations  of  paint^  ,,,j 

ing  and  carving;  and  the  elegance  Avith  which  he  tranfcribed  reli- 
gious books,  entitled  the  Roman  emperor  to  the  fingular  epithet  of 
Call'igrapbes^  or  a  fair  writer.  Separated  from  the  world  by  an  ipi- 
penetrable  veil,  Theodofius  trufted  the  perfons  whom  he  loved ;  \\t 
loved  thofe  who  were  accuftomed  to  amufe  and  flatter  his  indolence  ; 
and  as  he  never  perufed  the  papers  that  were  prefented  for  the  royal 
fignature,  the  ads  of  injuftice  the  moft  repugnant  to  his  charader, 
were  frequently  perpetrated  in  his  name.  The  emperor  himfelf  was 
chafte,  temperate,  liberal,  and  merciful ;    but  thefe  qualities,  which 

'^   There  Is  a  remarkable  difFerence  be-  his  iifler   (1.  vii.  c.  22.   <;  2.).     Philoftorgius 

tween  the  two  ecclefiaftical  hiftorians,  who  (I.  xii.  c.  7.)  exprefles  the  influence  of  Pul- 

in  general  bear  fo  clofc  a  refemblance.     So-  cheria  in  gentle  and  cor,rtly  language,   τ^:; 

zomen   (1.  ix.  c.  i.)  alcribes  to  Pulcheria  the  βι^σιλικα?  σι;(^Εΐω£Γ!ΐ;    tn-jjpTWtt»  xai   iistflnso-e. 

government  of  the  ecipire,  and  the  education  Suidas  (Excerpt,  p.  53.)  gives  a  true  charac- 

of  her  brother ;    whom  he  fcarcely  conde-  ter  of  Theodofius ;  and  I  have  followed  the 

fcends  to  praife,     Socrates,    though  he  af-  example  of  Tillemont  (torn.  vi.  p.  25.),  in 

fededlydifclaims  all  hopes  of  favour  or  fame,  borrowing  fome   ftrokes   from    the   modern 

compofes  an  elaborate  panegyric  on  the  em-  Greeks. 
peror,  and  cautioufly  fupprelTes  the  merits  of 

I  oru 
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can  only  deferve  the  name  of  virtues,  when  they  are  fupported  hj 
courage,  and  regulated  by  difcretion,  were  feldom  beneficial,  and 
they  fometimes  proved  mifchievous,  to  mankind.  His  mind,  ener- 
vated by  a  royal  education,  was  oppreffed,  and  degraded,  by  abje£t 
fuperilition  :  he  failed,  he  fung  pfalms,  he  blindly  accepted  the  mi- 
racles and  dodrines,  with  which  his  faith  was  continually  nouriihed. 
Theodofms  devoutly  worihipped  the  dead  and  living  faints  of  the 
Catholic  church ;  and  he  once  refufed  to  eat,  till  an  infolent  monk, 
who  had  caft  an  excommunication  on  his  fovereign,  condefcended  to 
heal  the  fpiritual  wound  which  he  had  inflided  ". 

The  ftory  of  a  fair  and  virtuous  maiden,  exalted  from  a  private 
condition  to  the  Imperial  throne,  might  be  deemed  an  incredible 
xomance,  if  fuch  a  romance  had  not  been  verified  in  the  marriage  of 
Theodofius.  The  celebrated  Athenais  "  was  educated  by  her  father 
Leontius  in  the  religion  and  fciences  of  the  Greeks ;  and  fo  advan- 
tageous was  the  opinion  which  the  Athenian  philofopher  entertained 
of  his  contemporaries,  that  he  divided  his  patrimony  between  his 
two  fons,  bequeathing  to  his  daughter  a  fmall  legacy  of  one  hun- 
dred pieces  of  gold,  in  the  lively  confidence  that  her  beauty  and 
merit  would  be  a  fufficient  portion.  The  jealoufy  and  avarice  of  her 
brothers  foon  compelled  Athenais  to  feek  a  refuge  at  Conilantinople ; 
and,  with  fome  hopes,  either  of  juftice,  or  favour,  to  throw  herfelf 
at  the  feet  of  Pulcheria.     That  fagacious  princefs  liilened  to  her  elo- 


"  Tlieodoret,  1.  v.  c.  37.  The  bifliop  of 
Cyrrlius,  one  of  the  firil  men  of  his  age  for 
his  learning  and  piety,  applauds  the  obedience 
of  Theodofius  to  the  divine  laws. 

'*  Socrates  (1.  vii.  c.  21.)  mentions  her 
name  (Athenais,  the  daughter  of  Leontius, 
an  Athenian  fophill),  her  baptifm,  marriage, 
and  poetical  genius.  The  moft  ancient  ac- 
count of  her  hiftory  is  in  John  Malaia 
(part  ii.  p.  20,  21.  edit.  Venet.  1733),  and 
in  the  Pufchal  Chronicle  (p.  311,  312.). 
2 


Thofe  authors  had  probably  fecn  original 
piilures  of  the  emprefs  Eudocia.  The  mo- 
dern Greeks,  Zonaras,  Cedrenus,  &c.  have 
difplayed  the  love,  rather  than  the  talent,  of 
fidlion.  From  Nicephorus,  indeed,  I  have 
ventured  to  aflume  her  age.  The  writer  of 
a  romance  would  not  have  imn^incii,  that 
Athenais  was  near  twenty-eight  years  old 
when  fhe  inflamed  the  heart  of  a  young  em- 
peror, 

quent 
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quent  complaint ;  and  fecretly  deftined  the  ddughter  of  the  philoib-    ^yy^.^ 

pher  Leontius  for  the  future  wife  of  the  emperor  of  the  Eaft,  who    > ^ 

had  now  attained  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age.  She  eafily  excited 
the  curiolity  of  her  brother,  by  an  interefting  pidure  of  the  charms 
of  Athenais  ;  large  eyes,  a  well-proportioned  nofe,  a  fair  complexion, 
golden  locks,  a  flender  perfon,  a  graceful  demeanour,  an  under- 
ftanding  improved  by  iludy,  and  a  virtue  tried  by  diftrefs.  Theo- 
dofius,  concealed  behind  a  curtain  in  the  apartment  of  his  fifter,  was 
permitted  to  behold  the  Athenian  virgin  :  the  modeft  youth  imme- 
diately declared  his  pure  and  honourable  love ;  and  the  royal  nup- 
tials were  celebrated  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  capital  and  the 
provinces.  Athenais,  who  was  eafily  perfuaded  to  renounce  the 
errors  of  Paganifm,  received  at  her  baptifm  the  Chriftian  name  of 
Eudocia ;  but  the  cautious  Pulcheria  withheld  the  title  of  Augufta, 
till  the  \vife  of  Theodofius  had  approved  her  fruitfulnefs  by  the  birth 
of  a  daughter,  who  efpoufed,  fifteen  years  afterwards,  the  emperor 
of  the  Weft.  The  brothers  of  Eudocia  obeyed,  with  fonle  anxiety,, 
her  Imperial  fummons  ;  but,  as  ihe  could  eafily  forgive  their  for- 
tunate unkindnefs,  ilte  indulged  the  tendernefs,  or  perhaps  the  vanity, 
of  a  filler,  by  promoting  them  to  the  rank  of  confuls  and  prxfedls. 
In  the  luxury  of  the  palace,  ihe  ftill  cultivated  thofe  ingenuous  arts, 
which  had  contributed  to  her  greatnefs ;  and  wifely  dedicated  her 
talents  to  the  honour  of  religion,  and  of  her  hufband.  Eudocia 
compofed  a  poetical  paraphrafe  of  the  firft  eight  books  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  and  of  the  prophecies  of  Daniel  and  Zachariah ;  a  cento 
of  the  verfes  of  Homer,  applied  to  the  life  and  miracles  of  Chrift,, 
the  legend  of  St.  Cyprian,  and  a  panegyric  on  the  Perfian  vidories- 
of  Theodofius :  and  her  writings,  which  were  applauded  by  a  fervile 
and  fuperfl;itious  age,  have  not  been  difdained  by  the  candour  of  im- 
partial criticifin  ".     The  fondnefs  of  the  emperor  was  not  abated  by 

time 

"  Socrates,  l.vii.  c.21.     Photius,  p.  413     and   has  been   repeatedly  printed;    but  the, 
—4.20.     The  Homeric  cento  is  ftill  extant,     claim  of  Eudocia  to  that  inilpid  ρ erfoxmance 
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C  H  \  1'.    inxic  and  poflefliou ;  and  Eudocia,  after  the  marriage  of  her  daugh- 

v_,l.^ Li    ter,  was  permitted  to  difcharge  her  grateful  vows  by  a  folcmn  pil- 

gvimuge  to  Jerufalem.  Her  oftentatious  progrefs  through  the  Eail  may 
leem  inconfiftent  with  the  fpirit  of  Chriilian  humility:  Ihe  pro- 
nounced, from  a  throne  of  gold  and  gems,  an  eloquent  oration  to 
the  fenate  of  Antioch,  declared  her  royal  intention  of  enlarging  the 
walls  of  the  city,  beftowed  a  donative  of  two  hundred  pounds  of 
c,old  to  reftore  the  public  baths,  and  accepted  tlae  ilatues,  which  were 
decreed  by  the  gratitude  of  Antioch.  In  the  Holy  Land,  her  alms 
and  pious  foundations  exceeded  the  munificence  of  the  great  He- 
lena ;  and  though  the  public  treafure  might  be  impoveriihed  by  this 
cxccifive  liberality,  fl\e  enjoyed  the  confcious  fatisilidion  of  return- 
ing to  Conftantinoplc  with  the  chains  of  St.  Peter,  the  right  arm  of 
St.  Stephen,  and  an  undoubted  pidture  of  the  Virgin,  painted  by 
St.  Luke  '*.  But  this  pilgrimage  was  the  flital  term  of  the  glories  of 
Eudocia.  Satiated  with  empty  pomp,  and  unmindful,  perhaps,  of 
her  obligations  to  Pulcheria,  flie  ambitioufly  afpired  to  the  government 
of  the  Eailern  empire  :  the  palace  was  diftraded  by  female  difcord  ; 
but  the  vi(itory  was  at  laft  decided,  by  the  fuperior  afcendant  of  the 
filler  of  Theodofius.  The  execution  of  Paulinus,  mafter  of  the  of-^ 
fjces,  and  the  dilgrace  of  Cyrus,  Praetorian  pra^fed  of  the  Eaft,  con- 
vinced the  public,  that  the  favour  of  Eudocia  was  infuificient  to  pro- 
tedt  her  moil  faithful  friends  ;  and  the  uncommon  beauty  of  PauU- 
Tiua  encouraged  the  fecret  rumour,  that  his  guilt  was  that  of  a  fucceiiful 
lover  ".     As  foon  as  the  emprefs  perceived  that  tlie  afFeftion  of  The»• 

is   difpnted   by   the  critics.      See  Fabricius,  "   Ια  this   fhort  view  of  the  difgrace  of 

Biblioih.  Gra-c.  torn.  i.  p•  357-     The  Ic/nia,  Eudocia,  I  have  imitated  the  caution  of  Eva- 

a   niifcellaneous    didionnry    of    hiftory    and  gf;^,^    (,_  ;_    p_  ^,)^    and  count  Marcellinus 

fable,  was  compiled  by  another  emprefs  of  ^.^  ^^^^^^^  ^_  ^   ^^^  ^^j  ^^^y     ,j.^^  ^^^,^ 

tl'.e  name  of  Eudocia,  who  livedin  the  eleventh  ,       .      .  „       ji.ii 

,    ,       '   ,   .    ..,,  .  authentic  dates  afliened  by  the  latter,  ovcr- 

ccnturv  ;  and  the  work  IS  ftill  extant  m  ma-  ?  ,     ^,"     ,    ,o• 

-  ..  ■  ;urn  a  great  part  of  the  Greek  fiftiOQS ;  and 

""'«"Lronius   (Annal.  Ecclef.  Λ.  D.  438,  the  celebrated  ftory  of  the  «///f,  kc.  is  fit 

439.)  is  copious  and  florid  ;  but  he  is  accufcd  only  for  the  Arabian   Nights,  where  fome- 

vf  plnciiig  the  lies  of  different  ages  on  tl>c  thing  not  very  unlike  it  may  be  found. 

f.inie  level  of  authenticity. 

odolius 
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odofius  was  irretrievably  loft,  ihe  requefted  the  permlifioa  of  retiring    ^^^J^,  ^' 

to  the  difhant  folitude  of  Jerufalem.     She  obtained  her  requeft;  but    '^ . — -* 

the  jealoufy  of  Theodofius,  or  the  vindidlive  fpirit  cf  Pulcheria, 
purfued  her  in  her  laft  retreat ;  and  Saturninus,  count  of  the  do- 
nieftics,  was  direded  to  puniih  with  death  two  ccclefiaftics,  her 
moft  favoured  fervants.  Eudocia  inftantly  revenged  them  by  the 
alTaifination  of  the  count  :  the  furious  paifions,  which  flie  indulged 
on  this  fufpicious  occafion,  feemed  ίο  juftify  the  feverity  of  Theodo^- 
iius  ;  and  the  emprefs,  ignominioully  ftript  of  the  honours  of  her 
rank  '\  was  difgraced,  perhaps  unjuftly,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 
The  remainder  of  the  life  of  Eudocia,  about  fixteen  yearS;  was  fpent 
in  exile  and  devotion  ;  and  the  approach  of  age,  the  death  of  Theo- 
dofm?,  the  misfortunes  of  her  only  daughter,  who  Λvas  led  a  captive 
from  Rome  to  Carthage,  and  the  fociety  of  the  Holy  Monks  of 
Paleftine,  infenfibly  confirmed  the  religious  temper  of  her  mind. 
After  a  full  experience  of  the  viciffitudes  of  human  life,  the  daughter 
of  the  philofopher  Leontius  expired,  at  Jerufalem,  in  the  fixty- 
feventh  year  of  her  age ;  protefting  with  her  dying  breath,  that 
Ihe  had  never  tranfgrefled  the  bounds  of  innocence  and  friend- 
Ihip  ". 

The  gentle  mind  of  Theodofius  v\'-as  never  inflamed  by  the  ambi-  The  Perflan. 
tion  of  conqueft,   or  military  renown ;    and  the  flight  alarm  of  a  a^  £>.  ^2,^ 
Perfian  war  fcarcely  interrupted  the  tranquillity  of  the  Eaft.     The 
■motives  of  this  war  were  juft  and  honourable.     In  the  laft  year  of 
the  reign  of  Jezdegerd,    the  fuppofed  guardian  of  Theodofius,    a 

"  Prifcus  (in  Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  69.).  a  Pafchal    Chronicle   may   fometimes   deferve 

contemporary,  and   a  courtier,    dryly  men-  regard ;   and,  in  the  domellic  hiftory  of  Air- 

tions  her  Tagan  and  Chrifiian  names,  with-  tioch,  John  Malala  becomes  a  writer  of  good 

out  adding  any  title  of  honour  or  refpeft.  authority.     The  Abbe  Guenee,  in  a  memoir 

'"   For  the  /ιυο  pilgrimages  of  Eudocia,  on  the  fertility  of  Paleftine,  of  which  I  have 

and  her  long  refidence  at  Jerufalem,   her  de-  only  feen  an  extrafl,   calculates  the  gifts  of 

VQtion,  alms,  &c.  fee  Socrates  (1.  vit.  c.  47.)  Eudocia  at  20,488  pounds  of  gold,  above 

and  Evagrius  (1,  i.   c.  20,  21,  22.),     The  800,000  pounds  Sterling. 

Vol.  Ill,  Τ  t  blihop. 
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blfhop,  who  afpircd  to  the  crown  of  martyrdom,  deftroyed  one  of 
the  fire-temples  of  Sufa '°.  His  zeal  and  obftinacy  were  rcA^enged  on 
his  brethren  :  the  Magi  excited  a  cruel  periecution  ;  and  the  intolerant 
zeal  of  Jezdegerd  was  imitated  by  his  fon  Vararanes,  or  Bahram,  who 
foon  afterwards  afcended  the  throne.  Some  Chriftian  fugitives,  who 
efcaped  to  the  Roman  frontier,  were  fternly  demanded,  and  gene- 
roufly  refufed  ;  and  the  refufal,  aggraA^ated  by  commercial  difputes, 
foon  kindled  a  \var  between  the  rival  monarchies.  The  mountains  of 
Armenia,  and  the  plains  of  Mefopotamia,  were  filled  with  hoftile 
armies  ;  but  the  operations  of  two  fucceifive  campaigns  were  not 
produdive  of  any  decifive  or  memorable  events.  Some  engagements 
were  fought,  fome  towns  were  befieged,  with  various  and  doubtful 
fuccels ;  and  if  the  Romans  failed  in  their  attempt  to  recover  the 
long  loft  poiTelfion  of  Nifibis,  the  Perfians  were  repulfed  from  the 
walls  of  a  Mefopotamian  city,  by  the  valour  of  a  martial  bifhop,  who 
pointed  his  thundering  engine  in  the  name  of  St.  Thomas  the  Apoftle. 
Yet  the  fplendid  vidories,  which  the  incredible  fpeed  of  the  mef- 
fenger  Palladius  repeatedly  announced  to  the  palace  of  Conftan- 
tlnople,  were  celebrated  with  feftivals  and  panegyrics.  From  thefe 
panegyrics  the  hiftorians  °'  of  the  age  might  borrow  their  extra- 
ordinary, and,  perhaps,  fabulous,  tales  ;  of  the  proud  challenge  of  a 
Perfian  hero,  who  was  entangled  by  the  net,  and  difpatched  by  the 
fword,  of  Areobindus  the  Goth ;  of  the  ten  thoufand  Immortals^ 
who  were  (lain  in  the  attack  of  the  Roman  camp  ;  and  of  the  hun- 
dred thoufand  Arabs,  or  Saracens,  who  were  impelled  by  a  panic 
terror  to  throw  themfelves  headlong  into  the  Euphrates.     Such  events, 

'■^    Theodoret,    1.  v.    c.   3().     Tillemont,  pairing  the  damage  which  we  have  unlaw- 

Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  xii.    p.  356 — 364.     Af-  fully  committed. 

femanni,  Bibl.  Oriental,    torn.  iii.    p.  396.         "  Socrates  (I.  vii.  c.  18,  19,  20,  21.)  is 

torn.  iv.  p.  61.     Theodoret  blames  the  raih-  the    beil  author  for  the   Perfian   war.     We 

nefs  of  Abdas,  but   extols  the  conilancy  of  may  likewife  confult   the  three  Chronicles, 

his  martyrdom.     Vet  I  do  not  clearly  under-  the  Pafchal,  and  thofe  of  Marcellinus  and 

ft^d  the  cafuiftry  which  prohibits  our  re-  Malala. 

3  n^ay 
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jnay  be  difbelieved,   or  difregarded  ;    but  the  chanty  of  a  billiop,    ^JiJ^,^' 

Acacius  of  Amida,  whofe  name  might  have  dignified  the  faintly  ca-    < v~-y 

lendar,  ihall  not  be  loft  in  oblivion.  Boldly  declaring,  that  vafes  of 
gold  and  filver  are  ufelefs  to  a  God  who  neither  eats  nor  drinks,  the 
generous  prelate  fold  the  plate  of  the  church  of  Amida ;  employed 
the  price  in  .the  redemption  of  kven.  thouiand  Perfian  captives ; 
fupplied  their  wants  with  afFedionate  liberality ;  and  difmiifed  them 
to  their  native  country,  to  inform  their  king  of  the  true  fpirit  of  the 
religion  which  he  perfecuted.  The  pradice  of  benevolence  in  the 
midft  of  war  muft  always  tend  to  afluage  the  animoilty  of  contending 
nations  ;  and  I  wiih  to  perfuade  myfelf,  that  Acacius  contributed  to 
the  reftoration  of  peace.  In  the  conference  which  was  held  on  the 
limits  of  the  two  empii-es,  the  Roman  ambaiTadors  degraded  the  per- 
fonal  charader  of  their  fovereign,  by  a  vain  attempt  to  magnify  the  ex- 
tent of  his  power  ;  when  they  feriouily  advifed  the  Perfians  to  prevent, 
by  a  timely  accommodation,  the  wrath  of  a  monarch,  who  was  yet 
ignorant  of  this  diftant  war.  A  truce  of  one  hundred  years  was 
folemnly  ratified ;  and,  although  the  revolutions  of  Armenia  might 
threaten  the  public  tranquillity,  the  eflential  conditions  of  this  treaty 
were  refpeded  near  fourfcore  years  by  the  fucceflbrs  of  Conftantine 
and  Artaxerxes. 

Since  the  Roman  and  Parthian  ftandards  firft  encountered  on  the 
banks  of  the  Euphrates,  the  kingdom  of  Armenia  ^^  was  alternately 
opprefled  by  its  formidable  protestors ;  and,  in  the  courfe  of  this  ^^"''η"^  ^"^ 
Hiftory,  feveral  events,  which  inclined  the  balance  of  peace  and  \var,  ^•  D•  431  — 
have  been  already  related.     A  difgraceful  treaty  had  refigned  Arme- 

'*  This  account  of  the  ruin  and  divifion  and  contemporary.     Procopius  (de  Edificiis, 

of  the  kingdom  of  Armenia  is  taken  from  1.  iii.  c.  i.  5.)  relates  the  fame  fails  in  a  very 

the  third  book  of  the  Armenian  hiftory  of  different  manner;    but  I  have  extrailed  the 

Mofes  of  Chorene.     Deficient  as  he  is  in  circumftanccs  the   moft   probable   in   them- 

every  qualification  of  a  good  hiftorian,  his  felves,  and  the  leaft  inconfiftent  with  Mofes 

local  information,  his  paffions,   and  his  pre-  of  Chorene. 
judicef,    are  ftrongly  expreflive  of  a  native 

Τ  t  2  nia 


Armenia  di- 
vided be- 
tween the 
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CHAP,    nla  to  the  ambition  of  Sapor ;    and  the  fcale  of  Perfia  appeared  to 
^^_' J    preponderate.     But  the  royal  race  of  Arfaces  impatiently  fubmitted 
to  the  houfe  of  Saflan  ;    the  turbulent  nobles  aiferted,  or  betrayed, 
their  hereditary  independence  ;    and  the  nation  was  ftill  attached  to 
the  Ghrifi'ian  princes  of  Conftantinople.      In  the  beginning  of  tlie 
fifth  century,  Armenia  was  divided'  by  the  progrefs  of  war  and  fac- 
tion";   and  the  unnatural  divifion  precipitated  the  downfal  of  that 
ancient  monarchy.      Chofroes,  the  Perfian  vaflfal,   reigned  over  the 
Eailern  and  moil  extenfive  portion  of  the  country  ;  while  the  AVeft- 
ern  province  acknowledged  the  jurifdidion  of  Arfaces,  and  the  fu— 
premacy  of  the  emperor  Arcadius.     After  the  death  of  Arfaces,  the 
Romans  fuppreffed  the  regal  government,  and  impofed  on  their  al- 
lies the  condition  of  fubjeils.     The  military  command  was  delegated 
to  the  count  of  the  Armenian  frontier;  the  city  of  Theodofiopolis '* 
was  built  and  fortified  in  a  ftrong  fituation,  on  a  fertile  and  lofty 
ground,  near  the  fources  of  the  Eiiphrates ;  and  the  dependent  tei- 
ritories  were  ruled  by  five  fatraps,  Avhofe  dignity  was  marked  by  a 
peculiar  habit  of  gold  and  purple.     The  lefs  fortunate  nobles,  who 
lamented  the  lofs  of  their  king,    and  envied  the  honours  of  their 
equals,  were  provoked  to  negociate  their  peace  and  pardon  at  the 
Perfian  court;  and  returning,  with  their  followers,  to  the  palace  of 
Artaxata,  acknowledged  Chofroes  for  their  lawful  fovereign.     About 
thirty  years   afterwards,    Artafires,    the   nephew   and   fucceflbr  of 
Chofroes,  fell  under  the  difpleafure  of  the  haughty  and  capricious 

"  The  vveftern  Armenians  ufed  the  Greek  event  which  relaxed  the  conneilion  of  the 

language   and    charailers    in    their  religious  church  and  nation  with  Conftantinople. 
cinces;    but  the  ufe  of  that  hoftile  tongue         ^*    Mofes   Chorcn.    1.  iii.   c.  59.    p.  309. 

was  prohibited  by  the  Perfians  in  the  eailern  and  p.  358.     Procopius,    de  Edificiis,   J.  iii^. 

provinces,    which   were   obliged  to   ufc  the  c.  ς.     Theodofiopolisilands,  or  rather  flood,. 

-Syriac,  till  the  invention  of  the  Armenian  about  thirty-five  miles  to  the  call  of  Arze- 

letters  by  Mefrobes,  in  the  beginning  of  the  roum,  the  modern  capital  of  Turkilh  Arme- 

fifth  century,  and  the  fubfequent  verfion  of  nia.     See  d'Anville,  Geographie  Ancienne, 

the  Bible  into  the  Armenian  language;  an  torn.  ii.  p.  99,  IQO. 

nobles 
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nobles  of  Armenia ;  and  they  unanimoufly  defired  a  Perfian  go- 
vernor in  the  room  of  an  unworthy  king.  The  anfwer  of  the  arch- 
bifliop  Ifaac,  whofe  fanftion  they  earneftly  foUcited,  is  exprefllve  of 
the  charadler  of  a  fuperftitious  people.  He  deplored  the  manifeft 
and  inexcufable  vices  of  Artafires ;  and  declared,  that  he  fliLOuld  not 
hefitate  to  accufe  him  before  the  tribunal  of  a  Chriftian  emperor, 
who  would  puniih,  without  deftroying,  the  fmner.  "  Our  king," 
continued  Ifaac,  "  is  too  much  addi£led  to  licentious  pleafures,  but 
"  he  has  been  purified  in  the  holy  waters  of  baptifm.  He  is  a  lover 
"  of  women,  but  he  does  not  adore  the  fire  or  the  elements.  He 
**  may  deferve  the  reproach  of  lewdneis,  but  he  is  an  undoubted 
"  Catholic  ;  and  his  faith  is  pure,  though  his  manners  are  flagitious. 
"  I  will  never  confent  to  abandon  my  iheep  to  the  rage  of  devouring 
**  wolves ;  and  you  would  foon  repent  your  raih.  exchange  of  the 
"  infirmities  of  a  believer,  for  the  fpecious  virtues  of  an  heathen ''." 
Exafperated  by  the  firmnefs  of  Ifaac,  the  fadious  nobles  accufed  both 
the  king  and  the  archbiihop  as  the  fecret  adherents  of  the  emperor ; 
and  abfurdly  rejoiced  in  the  fentence  of  condemnation,  which,  after 
a  partial  hearing,  was  folemnly  pronounced  by  Bahram  himfelf. 
The  defcendants  of  Arfaces  were  degraded  from  the  royal  dignity  ^% 
which  they  had  poiTeiTed  above  five  hundred  and  fixty  years  ^' ;  and 
the  dominions  of  the  unfortunate  Artafires,  under  the  new  and  fig-- 


C  Η  A  F. 
XXXII. 


*'  Mofes  Choren.  1.  iii.  c.  6^.  p.  316. 
According  to  the  inftitution  of  St.  Gregory 
the  apoftle  of  Armenia,  the  archbiihop  was 
always  of  the  royal  family;  a  circumllance, 
which,  in  feme  degree,  correfted  the  in- 
fluence of  the  facerdotal  charailer,  and  united 
the  mitre  with  the  crown. 

'*  A  branch  of  the  royal  houfe  of  Arfaces 
ftill  fubfifted.  with  the  rank  and  pofleffions 
(as  it  fhould  feem)  of  Armenian  fatraps.  See 
Mofes  Choren.  1.  iii.  c.  65.  p.  321. 

"  Valarfaces  was  appointed  king  of  Ar- 
menia by  his  brother  the  Parthian  monarch. 


immediately  after  the  defeat  of  Antiochus 
Sidetes  (Mofes  Choren.  1.  ii.  c.  2.  p.  85.), 
one  hundred  and  thirty  years  before  Chriit. 
Without  depending  on  the  various  and  con- 
tradiiilory  periods  of  the  reigns  of  the  Jail 
kings,  we  may  be  aiTured,  that  the  ruin  of 
the  Armenian  kingdom  happened  after  the 
council  of- Chalcedon,  A.  D.  451  (1.  iii, 
c.  61.  p.  312.);  and  under  Veramus,  .  or 
Bahram,  king  of  Perfia  (I.  iii.  c.  64.  p.  317.), 
who  reigned  from  A.  D.  420  to  440.  See 
Affemanni,  Bibliot.  Oriental,  torn.  iii.  p. 
396•  _ 

nuicant 
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CHAP,  nificant  appellation  of  Perfarmen'ia,  were  reduced  into  the  form  of  a 
U-.  ->-  -<  province.  This  ufurpation  excited  the  jealoufy  of  the  Roman  go- 
vernment ;  but  the  rifing  difputes  were  foon  terminated  by  an  ami- 
cable, though  unequal,  partition  of  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Armenia ; 
and  a  territorial  acquifition,  which  Auguftus  might  have  defpifed, 
reflected  fome  luilre  on  the  declining  empire  of  the  younger  Tiieo- 
dofius. 
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CHAP.     XXXIII. 

Death  of  Honor  ius  — Vale}it'm'ian  Hi.  Emperor  of  the  Εαβ. 
— Adininifiratton  of  his  Mother  Placldia. — /Etius  and 
Boniface. — Conquefi  of  Africa  by  the  Fajidah. 
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υ  RING  a  long  and  difgraceful  reign  of  twenty-eight  years,    c  Η  A  P, 


XXXIII. 


Honorius,  emperor  of  the  Weft,  was  feparated  from  the  friend- 
ihip  of  his  brother,  and  afterwards  of  his  nephew,  who  reigned  over  ^^'^  y^^rs 
the  Eaft ;  and  Conftantinople  beheld,  with  apparent  indiiFerence  and  Honorius, 
fecret  joy,  the  calamities  of  Rome.  The  ftrange  adventures  of  Pla-  Auguftzj,' 
cldia  '  gradually  renewed,  and  cemented,  the  alliance  of  the  two 
empires.  The  daughter  of  the  great  Theodofms  had  been  the  cap- 
tive and  the  queen  of  the  Goths :  fhe  loft  an  afFedionate  huiband  j 
ihe  was  dragged  in  chains  by  his  infulting  aflaffin ;  ihe  tafted  the 
pleafure  of  revenge,  and  was  exchanged,  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  for 
fix  hundred  thoufand  meafures  of  wheat.  After  her  return  from 
Spain  to  Italy,  Placidia  experienced  a  new  perfecution  in  the  bofom 
of  her  family.  She  was  averfe  to  a  marriage,  which  had  been  ftipu- 
lated  without  her  confent ;  and  the  brave  Conftantius,  as  a  noble  re- 
ward for  the  tyrants  whom  he  had  vanquiflied,  received,  from  the 
hand  of  Honorius  himfelf,  the  ftruggling  and  reluctant  hand  of  the 
widow  of  Adolphus.  But  her  reftftance  ended  with  the  ceremony 
of  the  nuptials ;  nor  did  Placidia  refufe  to  become  the  mother  of 
Honoria  and  Valentinian  the  third,  or  to  aflume  and  exercife  an  ab- 
folute  dominion  over  the  mind  of  her  grateful  hufband.  The  ge- 
nerous foldier,  whofe  time  had  hitherto  been  divided  between  focial 
pleafure  and  military  fervice,  was  taught  new  leflbns  of  avarice  and 

'  See  p.  252—268. 

ambition  ί 
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CHAP,    ambition :   he  extorted  the  title   of  Auguftus ;   and   the  fervant  of 

XXXIII. 

^_  -.  -  .<  Honorius  was  aflbciated  to  the  empire  of  the  Weft.  The  death  of 
Conftantius,  in  the  feventh  month  of  his  reign,  inftead  of  diminiih- 
ing,  feemed  to  iucreafe,  the  power  of  Placidia ;  and  the  indecent 
faniiUarity  *  of  her  brother,  which  might  l^e  no  more  than  the  fymp- 
toms  of  a  childiih  affedion,  were  univerfally  attributed  to  inceftuous 
love.  On  a  fudden,  by  fome  bafe  intrigues  of  a  fteward  and  a  nurfe, 
this  exceiTne  fondnefs  was  converted  into  an  irreconcileable  quarrel : 
the  debates  of  the  emperor  and  his  fifter  were  not  long  confined 
within  the  walls  of  the  palace ;  and  as  the  Gothic  foldiers"  adhered 
to  their  queen,  the  city  of  Ravenna  was  agitated  with  bloody  and 
dangerous  tumults,  which  could  only  be  appeafed  by  the  forced  or 
voluntary  retreat  of  Placidia  and  her  children.  The  royal  exiles 
landed  at  Conftantinople,  foon  after  the  marriage  of  Theodofms, 
during  the  feftival  of  the  Perfian  viflories.  They  were  treated  with 
kindnefs  and  magnificence ;  but  as  the  ftatues  of  the  emperor  Con- 
ftantius had  been  rejeiSted  by  the  Eaftern  court,  the  title  of  Augufta 
could  not  decently  be  allowed  to  his  widow.  V/ithin  a, few  months 
after  the  arrival  of  Placidia,  a  fwift  meilenger  announced  the  deatli 
of  Plonorius,  the  confequence  of  a  dropfy ;  but  the  important  fecret 
was  not  divulged,  till  the  neceflary  orders  had  been  difpatched  for 
the  march  of  a  large  body  of  troops  to  the  fea-coaft  of  Dalmatia. 
The  iliops  and  the  gates  of  Conftantinople  remained  ihut  during  fevea 
days  ;  and  the  lofs  of  a  foreign  prince,  who  could  neither  be  efteemed 
nor  regretted,  was  celebrated  with  loud  and  afFe<wled  demonftrations 
of  the  public  grief. 

*  Τα  σΐϊ  χ-!  χ.α.~οί  Γψα.  (piXijfiaTa,  is  the  ex-  linguam  meam  in  os  ejus.     But  this  fenfual 

preflion    of  Olympiodorus    (apud    Photium,  indulgence    was    juftified    by    miracle    and 

p.  197•);  who  means,  perhaps,  to  defcribe  myftery ;  and  the  anecdote  has  been  commu- 

the  fame  carefles  which  Mahomet  beftowed  nicated  to  the  public  by  the  Reverend  Father 

on   his   daughter  Phatemah.      Quando  (fays  Maracci,  in  hi*  Verfion  and  Confutation  of 

the  prophet  himfelf),  quando  fubit  mihi  de-  the  Koran,  torn.  i.  p.  32. 
fifleriiun  Paradifi,    ofculor  earn,    et  ingero 

ii  While 
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AVliile   the  minifters  of  €onftantinople  deliberated,    the  vacant    9.,^  ^  P. 

throne  of  Honorius  was  ufurped  by  the  ambition  of  a  ftranger.     The    « ;— ~j 

name  of  the  rebel  was  John :  he  filled  the  confidential  office  of  Pri-  and  fall  of 
mker'ms^  or  principal  fecretary;  and  hiftory  has  attributed  to  his  john," 
charadler  more  virtues,  than  can  eafily  be  reconciled  with  the  viola-  ^•  ^•  ^-ί~' 
tion  of  the  moil  facred  duty.  Elated  by  the  iubmiffion  of  Italy,  and 
the  hope  of  an  alliance  with  the  Huns,  John  prefumed  to  infult,  by 
an  embaify,  the  majeily  of  the  Eaftern  emperor ;  but  when  he  un- 
derftood  that  his  agents  had  been  baniihed,  imprifoned,  and  at  length 
chaced  away  v/ith  deferved  ignominy,  John  prepared  to  aflert,  by 
arms,  the  injuftice  of  his  claims.  In  fuch  a  caufe,  the  grandfon  of 
the  great  Theodofius  ihould  have  marched  in  perfon :  but  the 
young  emperor  was  eafily  diverted,  by  his  phyficians,  from  fo  raiK 
and  hazardous  a  defign  ;  and  the  condii£l  of  the  Italian  expeditioft 
was  prudently  entrufted  to  Ardaburius,  and  his  fon  Afpar,  who  had 
already  fignalifed  their  valour  againft  the  Perfians.  It  was  refolved, 
that  Ardaburius  ihould  embark  with  the  infantry ;  whilft  Afpar,  at 
the  head  of  the  cavalry,  conduded  Placidia,  and  her  fon  Valenti- 
nian,  along  the  fea-coaft  of  the  Hadriatic.  The  march  of  the  cavalry 
■was  performed  with  fuch  a£tive  diligence,  that  they  furprifed,  with- 
out refiftance,  the  important  city  of  Aquileia ;  when  the  hopes  of 
Afpar  were  unexpeftedly  confounded  by  the  intelligence,  that  a 
ftorm  had  difperfed  the  Imperial  fleet ;  and  that  his  father,  with  only- 
two  gallies,  was  taken  and  carried  a  prifoner  into  the  port  of  Ra- 
venna. Yet  this  incident,  unfortunate  as  it  might  feem,  facilitated 
the  conqueft  of  Italy.  Ardaburius  employed,  or  abufed,  the  coui•- 
teous  freedom,  which  he  was  permitted  to  enjoy,  to  revive  among 
the  troc^s  a  fenfe  of  loyalty  and  gratitude  ;  andj  as  foon  as  the  con- 
fpiracy  was  ripe  for  execution,  he  invited  by  private  meflages,  and 
prefled  the  approach  of,  Afpar.  A  fhepherd,  whom  the  popular 
credulity  transformed  into  an  angel,  guided  the  Eaftern  cavalry,  by 
^  .Vol.  Ill,  U  u  a  fecrei;. 
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Valcntlniaii 
III.  emperor 
of  the  Well, 
A.  D.  425  — 

45  ί- 


α fecret,  and,  it  was  thought,  an  impaflable  road,  through  the 
morafles  of  thje  Po :  the  gates  of  Ravenna,  after  a  ihort  ftruggle, 
were  thrown  open ;  and  the  defencelefs  tyrant  was  deUvered  to  the 
mercy,  or  rather  to  the  cruelty,  of  the  conquerors.  His  right  hand 
was  firft  cut  ofi'j  and,  after  he  had  been  expofed,  mounted  on  an 
afs,  to  the  pubUc  derifion,  John  was  beheaded  in  the  Circus  of 
Aquileia.  The  emperor  Theodofms,  when  he  received  the  news  of 
the  vidtory,  interrupted  the  horfe-races  ;  and  finging,  as  he  marched, 
through  the  ilreets,  a  fuitable  pfahn,  conduded  his  people  from  the. 
Hippodrome  to  the  church,  where  he  fpent  the  remainder  of  the  day 
in  grateful  devotion  \ 

In  a  monarchy,  which^  according  to  various  precedents,  might  be 
confidered  as  elective,  or  hereditary,  or  patrimonial,  it  was  impof- 
fible  that  the  intricate  claims  of  female  and  collateral  fucceffion  fhould. 
be  clearly  defined*;  and  Theodofms,  by  the  right  of  confanguinity,. 
or  conqueil,  might  have  reigned  the  fole  legitimate  emperor  of  the. 
Romans.,  For  a  moment,  perhaps,  his  eyes  were  dazzled  by  the. 
profped  of  unbounded  fway ;  but  his  indolent  temper  gradually  ac- 
quiefced  in  the  didates  of  found  policy.  He  contented  himfelf  with, 
the  poiTeffion  of  the  Eaft  ;,  and  wifely  relinquiihed  the  laborious  tait,, 
of  waging  a  diftant  and  doubtful' war  againft  the  Barbarians  beyond 
the  Alps ;  or  of  fecuring  the  obedience  of  the  Italians  and  Africans, 
VNrhofe  minds  were  alienated  by  the  irreconcileable  difference  of  lan- 
guage and  intereft.     Inftead  of  liilening  to  the  voice  of  ambition,, 


'  For  thefe  revolutions  of  the  Weftern 
empire,  confult  Olympiodor.  apud  Phot, 
p.  192,  193.  196,  197.  200.  Sozomen, 
1.  ix.  c.  10.  Socrates,  1.  vii.  23,24.  Phi- 
loftorgius,  1.  xii.  c.  10,  ii.  and  Godefroy, 
Diflertat.  p.  486.  Procopius,  de  Bell.  Van- 
dal. 1.  i.  c.  3.  p.  182,  183.  Theophanei, 
Hh  Chronograph,  p.  72,  73.  and  the  Chro- 
jiides. 


♦  See  Grotius  de  Jure  Belli  et  Pacis,  1.  ii. 
c  7.  He  has  laborioufly,  but  vainly,  at- 
tempted to  form  a  reafonable  fyilem  of  jurif- 
prudence,  from  the  various  and  difcordant 
modes  of  royal  fuccefflon,  which  have  beea 
introduced  by  fraud,  or  force^  by  time,  or 
acci<lent. 

Theodofms. 
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Theodofias  refolved  to  imitate  the  moderation  of  his  grandfather,    C  Η  a  p. 

and  to  feat  his  coufm  Valentinian  on  the  throne  of  the  Weft.     The    ν ,—»../ 

royal  inflint  was  diftinguiihed  at  Conftantinople  by  the  title  of  Nobi- 
ii/Jimtis :  he  was  promoted,  before  his  departure  from  Theifalonica, 
to  the  rank  and  dignity  of  Ciefar ;  and,  after  the  conqueft  of  Italy, 
the  patrician  Helion,  by  the  authority  of  Theodofms,  and  in  the 
prefence  of  the  fenate,  faluted  Valentinian  the  third  by  the  name  of 
Auguftus,  and  folemnly  invefted  him  with  the  diadem,  and  the  Im- 
perial purple  \  By  the  agreement  of  the  three  females  who  governed 
the  Roman  world,  the  fon  of  Placidia  was  betrothed  to  Eudoxia» 
the  daughter  of  Theodofms  and  Athenais ;  and,  as  foon  as  the  lover 
and  his  bride  had  attained  the  age  of  puberty,  this  honourable  al- 
liance was  faithfully  accomplifhed.  At  the  fame  time,  as  a  compen- 
fation,  perhaps,  for  the  expences  of  the  war,  the  Weftern  Illyricum 
was  detached  from  the  Italian  dominions,  and  yielded  to  the  throne 
of  Conftantinople ".  The  emperor  of  the  Eaft  acquired  the  ufeful 
dominion  of  the  rich  and  maritime  province  of  Dalmatia,  and  the 
dangerous  fovereignty  of  Pannonia  and  Noricum,  vi^hich  had  been 
filled  and  ravaged  above  twenty  years,  by  a  promifcuous  crowd  of 
Huns,  Oftrogoths,  Vandals,  and  Bavarians.  Theodofms  and  Va- 
lentinian continued  to  refpedl  the  obligations  of  their  public  and  do- 
meftic  alliance ;  but  the  unity  of  the  Roman  government  was  finally 
diflblved.  By  a  pofitive  declaration,  the  validity  of  all  future  laws 
was  limited  to  the  dominions  of  their  peculiar  author;  unlefs  he 
ihould  think  proper  to  communicate  them,  fubfcribed  with  his  own 
hand,  for  the  approbation  of  his  independent  colleague '. 

Valentinian, 

'    The  criginal   writers    are   not   agreed  de  I'Europe,    torn.  vii.    p.  292 — 300.)   has 

(fee  Muratori,  Annali  d'ltalia,    torn.  iv.    p.  eltablilhed   the   reality,    explained   the  mo- 

139.),  whether  Valentinian  received  the  Im-  tives,  and  traced  the  confequences,  of  thii 

perial  diadem  at  Rome  or  Ravenna,     In  this  remarkable  cefiipn. 

sncertainty,   I  am  willing  to  believe,  that  '    See  the  ilrft  Novel  of  Theodofms,   by 

feme  refpeft  was  llieWn  to  the  fenate.  which  he  ratifies  and  communicates  (A.  D, 

*  The  count  de  Buat  (Hift.  des  Peuples  438.)  the  Theodofian  Code.     About  forty 

U  u  2  years 


2i^ 


THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL. 


CHAP,       Valendman,  when  he  received  the  title  of  Au^uftus,  was  no  more 
XXXIII.  .        . 

, ^^^ 1»    than  fix  years  of  age :  and  his  long  minority  was  entrufted  to  the 

tio^of'his'     guardian  care  of  a  mother,  who  might  aiTert  a  female  claim  to  the 
ddii"  ^^^'    lucceiTion  of  the  Weftern  empire.     Placidia  envied,  but  flie  could 
A.  D.  425—  j^Q^  equal,  the  reputation  and  virtues  of  the  wife  and  fifter  of  Thco-i 
dofms;  the  elegant  genius  of  Eudocia,  the  wife  and  fuccefsful  policy 
of  Pulcheria.     The  mother  of  Valentinian  was  jealous  of  the  power, 
which  ihe  was  incapable  of  exercifing ' :    ίΐιε   reigned  twenty-five 
years,  in  the  name  of  her  fon ;  and  the  character  of  that  unworthy 
emperor  gradually  countenanced  the  fufpicion,  that  Placidia  had  ener- 
vated his  youth  by  a  diiTolute  education,  and  ftudioufly  diverted  his 
Her  tAvo  ge^  attention  from  every  manly  and  honourable  pui-fuit.     Amidil  the 
andBonUkce!  decay  of  military  fpirit,.  her  armies  were  commanded  by  two  ge- 
nerals,  Jitius '  and  Boniface  '°,  who  may  be  defers-edly  named  as 
thje  laft  of  the  Romans.    Their  union  might  have  fupported  a  finking- 
empire;  their  difcord  was  the  fatal  and  immediate  caufe  of  the  lofs 
cf  Africa.     The  invafipn  and  defeat  of  Attila  has  immortalized  the 
fame  of  ^tius ;  and  though  time  has  thrown  a  ihade  over  the  ex- 
ploijts  of  his  rival,  the  defence  of  Marfcelles,  and  the  deliverance  o£ 

years  before  that  time,  the  unity  of  legiila-  froy's  Differtat.  p.  493,  Sec;    and  Renatus, 

lion  had  been  proved  by  an  exception.    The  Frigeridus,  apud  Gregor.  Turon.   1.  ii.  c.  8, 

Jews,  who  were  numerous  in  the  cities  of  in  toni.  ii.   p.  163.      The  father  of  yEtius 

Apulia  and  Calabria,  produced  a  law  of  the  was  Gaudentius,  an  illuflrious  citizen  of  the 

Eafttojuftify  their  exemption  from  munici-  province  of  Scythia,   and  maftcr-general  of 

pal  offices    (Cod.  Theod.    1.  xvi.    tit.  viii,  the  cavalry  :  his  mother  was  a  rich  and  noble 

leg.   13.);    find    the  Weftern   emperor   was  Italian.     From  his  earlieft  youth,  jEtius,  as 

obliged  to  invalidate,  by  a  fpecial  edid,  the  a  foldier  and  a  hoftage,  had  converfed  With 

law,  quam  conftat  meis  partibus   efie  dam-  the  Barbarians. 

r.ofam.  Cod.  Theod.  I.  xi.  tit.  i.  leg.  15S.  '°  For  the  charafler  of  Boniface,  fee  Olym- 
*  Caffiodorius  (Variar.  1.  xi.  epift.  i.  piodorus,  apud  Phot.  p.  196. ;  and  St.  Απ- 
ρ. 238.)  has  compared  the  regencies  of  Pla-  guftin,  apud  Tillemont,  Memoires  Ecclef. 
cidia  and  Amalafuntha.  He  arraigns  the  tom.  xiii.  p.  712  —  715.  886.  The  bilhop 
weaknefs  of  the  mother  of  Valentinian,  and  of  Hippo  at  length,  deplored  the  fall  of  his 
praifes  the  virtues  of  his  royal  miftrefs.  On  friend,  who,  after  a  folemn  vow  of  chaftity, 
this  occ.afion,  flattery  fcems  to  have  fpoken  had  married  a  fecond  wife  of  the  Arian  feft, 
the  language  of  truth.  and  who  was  fufpefled  of  keeping  feveral 
'  Philoftorgius,  1,  xii,  c.  12.  and  Gode-  concubines  in  his  houfe.' 

Africa, 
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Africa,  atteil  iiie  military  talents  of  count  Boniface.  In  the  field  of  ^  ^^  Α•ρ^ 
battle,  in  partial  encounters,  in  Tingle  combats,  he  was  ftill  the  terror  <_  ,-^— ._» 
of  the  Barbarians  :  the  clergy,  and  particularly  his  friend  Auguftin,. 
were  ediiied  by  the  Chriftian  piety,  which  had  once  tempted  him  to^ 
retire  from  the  world  ;  the  people  applauded  his  fpotlefs  integrity ;. 
the  army  dreaded  his  equal  and  inexorable  juftice,  which  may  be• 
difplayed  in  a  very  fingular  example.  A  peafant,  who  complained'• 
of  the  criminal  intimacy  between  his  wife  and  a  Gothic  foldier,  was 
dire<3:ed  to  attend  his  tribunal  the  folloAving  day :  in  the  evening  the 
count,  \yho  had  diligently  informed  himfelf  qf  the  time  and  place 
of  the  affignation,  mounted  hi?  horfe,  rode  ten  miles  into  the  coun— 
ti-y,  furprifed  the  guilty  couple,  puniihed  the  foldier  with  inftant 
death,  and  filenced  the  complaints  of  the  huiband,.  by  prefenting  him, 
the  next  morning,  with  the  head  of  the  adulterer.  The  abilities  o£ 
^tius  and  Boniface  might  have  been  ufefully  employed  againil  the. 
public  enemies,  in  feparate  and  important  commands  ;  but  the  expe- 
rience of  their  paft  conduit  ihould  have  decided  the  real  favour  and 
cpnfidence  of  the  emprefs  Placidia.  In  the  melancholy  feafon  of  her 
exile  and.  diftrefs,  Boniface  alone  had  maintained  her  caufe  with  un-r- 
ihaken  fidelity  ;  and  the  troops  and  treafures  of  Africa  had  eflentially 
contributed  to  extinguiih  the  rebellion.  The  fame  rebellion  had• 
been  fupported  by  the  zeal  and  activity  of  iEtius,  who  brought  an. 
army  of  fixty  thoufand  Huns  from  the  Danube  to  the  confines  o£ 
Italy,  for  the  fervice  of  the  ufui-per.  The  untimely  death  of  John,, 
compelled  him  to  accept  an  advantageous  treaty;  but  he  ftili  contl-^ 
nued,  the  fubjecl  and  the  foldier  of  Valentinian,  to  entertain  a  fecret,., 
perhaps  a  treafonable,  correfpondence  with  his  Barbarian  allies,, 
whofe  retreat  had  been  purchafed  by  liberal  gifts,  and  more  liberat 
promifes.  But  ^tius  poiTefled  an  advantage  of  fingular  moment  in< 
a  female  reign  :  he  was  prefent :  he  befieged,  with  artful  and  aifidu- 
Qus  flatteiy,  the  palace  of  Ravenna ;  difguifed  his  dark  defigns  with. 
5  the 
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the  mafk  of  loyalty  and  frlendfliip  ;  and  at  length  deceived  both  his 
miftrefs  and  his  ablent  rival,  by  a  fubtle  confpiracy,  which  a  weak 
woman,  and  a  brave  man,  could  not  eafily  fufped.  He  fecretly 
perfuaded  "  Placidia  to  recal  Boniface  from  -  the  government  of 
Afri-ca;  he  fecretly  advifed  Boniface  to  difobey  the  Imperial  fum- 
mons :  to  the  one,  he  reprefented  the  order  as  a  fentence  of  death ; 
to  the  other,  he  ilated  the  refufal  as  a  fignal  of  revolt;  and  when  the 
credulous  and  unfufpe£i:ful  count  had  armed  the  province  in  hi§ 
defence,  ^tius  applauded  his  fagacity  in  forefeeing  the  rebellion, 
which  his  own  perfidy  had  excited.  A  temperate  enquiiy  into  the  real 
motives  of  Boniface,  would  have  reftored  a  faithful  fervant  to  his  duty 
and  to  the  republic ;  but  the  arts  of  iEtius  ftill  continued  to  betray  and 
to  inflame,  and  the  count  wa«  urged,  by  perfecution,  to  embrace  the 
moft  dcfperate  counfels.  The  fuccefs  with  which  he  eluded  or  re- 
pelled the  firft  attacks,  could  not  infpire  a  vain  confidence,  that,  at  the 
head  of  feme  loofe,  diforderly  Africans,  he  ihould  be  able  to  withftand 
the  regular  forces  of  the  Weft,  commanded  by  a  rival,  whofe  mi- 
litary charafter  it  was  impoiFible  for  him  to  defpife.  After  fome 
hefitation,  the  laft  ftruggles  of  prudence  and  loyalty,  Boniface  dif- 
patched  a  trufty  friend  to  the  court,  or  rather  to  the  camp,  of  Gon- 
deric,  king  of  the  Vandals,  with  the  propofal  of  a  ftriil  alliance, 
and  the  oifcr  of  an  advantageous  and  perpetual  fettlement. 

After  the  retreat  of  the  Goths,  the  authority  of  Honorius  had 
precarious  eftabliihment  in  Spain  ;  except  only  in  the 
province  of  Gallicia,  where  the  Suevi  and  the  Vandals  had  fortified 
their  camps,  in  mutual  difcord,  and  hoilile  independence.  The 
Vandals  prevailed  ;  and  their  adverfaries  were  befieged  in  the  Ner- 


the  Vandals,       ,  ^  .       , 

A.D.  428.     obtamed  a 


"  Procopius  (de  Bell.  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  3, 
4.  p.  182—186.)  relates  the  fraud  of  JEtius, 
the  revolt  of  Bonlfn.ce,  and  the  lofs  of  Africa. 
This  anecdote,  which  is  fupported  by  fome 
cQlIatcral  teftimony  (fee  Ruinart,  Hifl.  Per- 


fecut.  Vandal,  p.  420,  421.),  feems  agree- 
able to  the  praftice  of  ancient  and  modern 
courts,  and  would  be  naturally  revealed  by 
the  repentance  of  Soniface. 

vafian 
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vafian  hills,  between  Leon  and  Oviedo,  till  the  approach  of  Count   ^y^J^.J"' 

Afterius  compelled,-  or  rather  provoked,  the  vidorious  Barbarians  to  ' \i — — ' 

remove  the  fcene  of  the  war  to  the  plains  of  Boetica.  The  rapid 
progrefs  of  the  Vandals  foon  required  a  more  efFedtual  oppofition  ; 
and  the  mafter-general  Caftinus  marched  againft  them  with  a  nu- 
merous army  of  Romans  and  Goths.  Vanquiilrcd  in  battle  by  an 
inferior  enemy,  Caftinus  fled  with  diihonour  to  Tarragona ;  and  this 
iBemorable  defeat,  which  has  been  reprefented  as  the  puniihment, 
was  moft  probably  the  effedt,  of  his  ralli  prefumption  '\  Seville ; 
and  Carthagena  became  the  reward,  or  rather  the  prey,  of  the  fero- 
cious conquerors  ;  and  the  veflels  which  they  found  in  the- harbour  of 
Carthagena,  might  eafily  tranfport  them  to  the  ifles  of  Majorca  and 
Minorca,  where  the  Spaniih  fugitives,  as  in  a  fecure  receis,  had ' 
vainly  concealed  their  families  and  their  fortunes.  The  experience 
of  navigation,  and  perhaps  the  profpe£t  of  Africa,  encouraged  the 
Vandals  to  accept  the  invitation  which  they  received  from  Counf 
Boniface  ;  and  the  death  of  Gonderic  ferved  only  to  forward  and' 
animate  the  bold  enterprife.  In  the  room  of  a  prince,  not  confpi- 
cuous  for  any  fuperior  powers  of  the  mind  or  body,  they  acquired 
his  baftard  brother,  the  terrible  Genferic  " ;  a  name,  which,  in  the  Genferk, 
deftrudiion  of  the  Roman  empire,  has  deferved  an  equal  rank  with  vandii^  '''° 
the  names  of  Alafic  and  Attila.  The  king  of  the  Vandals  is  de- 
icribed  to  have  been  of  a  middle  ftature,  with  a  lamenefs  in  one  leg, 

"  See  the  Chronicles  of  Profper  and  Ida-  animo   profundus,    fermone  rarus,   hixuris 

tbs.     Salvian  (de  Gubernat.  Dei,  l.vii.  p.  contemptor,  ira  turbidus  habendi,  cupidow, 

246.  Paris,  1608.)  afcribes  the  vidlory  of  the  ad   folicitandas  gentes  providentidimus,    fe- 

Vandals  to  their  fuperior  piety.    They  failed,  mina  contentionum  jacere,  odia  mifcere  pa- 

tkey  prayed,  they  carried  a  Bible  in  the  front  ratus.     Jornandes,  de  Rebus  Geticis,  c.  33. 

of  the  Hoft,  with  the  defign,  perhaps,  of  re-  p.  657.     This  portrait,  which  is  drawn  with 

preaching  the  perfidy  and  facrilege  of  their  feme  ikill,  and  a  flrong  likenefs,  mu-fl  have 

enemies.  been  copied  from  the  Gothic  hiiiory  of  Caflio- 

'5  Gizericus  (his  name  is  varioufly  exprefl"-  dorias, 
ed)  ftatura  mediocris  et  equi  casCi  claudicans, 

6  Tv-]ncli 
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May, 


and  reviews 
Ills  army, 
A.  D.  429. 
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which  he  had  contraded  by  an  accidental  fall  from  his  horfe.  Hi* 
flow  and  cautious  fpecch  feldom  declared  the  deep  purpofes  of  his 
foul:  he  difdaincd  to  imitate  the  luxury  of  the  vanquifiied  ;  but  he 
indulged  the  fterner  paihons  of  anger  and  revenge.  The  ambition 
of  Genferic  was  without  bounds,  and  without  fcruples  ;  and  the 
warrior  could  dexteroufly  employ  the  dark  engines  of  policy  to  fo- 
licit  the  allies  who  might  be  ufeful  to  his  fuccefs,  or  to  fcatter  among 
his  enemies  the  feeds  of  hatred  and  contention.  Almoft  in  the  mo- 
ment of  his  departure  he  was  informed,  that  Hermanric,  king  of 
the  Suevi,  had  prefumed  to  ravage  the  Spanilh  territories,  which  he 
was  refolved  to  abandon.  Impatient  of  the  infult,  Genferic  pur- 
fued  the  hafty  retreat  of  the  Suevi  as  far  as  Merida  ;  precipitated  the 
king  and  his  army  into  the  river  Anas,  and  calmly  returned  to  the 
fea-fliore,  to  embark  his  viftorious  troops.  The  veiTels  which  tranf- 
ported  the  Vandals  over  the  modern  Streights  of  Gibraltar,  a  chan- 
nel only  twelve  miles  in  breadth,  were  furnifhed  by  the  Spaniards, 
who  anxioufly  wiihed  their  departure  ;  and  by  the  African  general, 
who  had  implored  their  formidable  affiftance  '*. 

Our  fancy,  fo  long  accuftomed  to  exaggerate  and  multiply  the 
martial  fwarms  of  Barbarians  that  feemed  to  iiTue  from  the  North, 
will  perhaps  be  furprifed  by  the  account  of  the  army  which  Genfe- 
ric muftered  on  the  coaft  of  Mauritania.  The  .Vandals,  who  in 
.twenty  years  had  penetrated  from  the  Elbe  to  Mount  Atlas,  were 
united  under  the  command  of  their  warlike  king  ;  and  he  reigned 
with  equal  authority  over  the  Alani,  who  had  pafled,  within  the 
term  of  human  life,  from  the  cold  of  Scythia  to  the  exceifive  heat  of 


'♦  See   the    Chronicle  of  Idacius.     That  confirmed  Ir/  Ifidore,  another  Spanifli  liiliop, 

biihop,    a   Spaniard    and    a    contemporary,  and  is  juHly  preferred  to  the  opinion  of  thofe 

places   the   paflage   of  the   Vandals  in   the  writers,  who  have  marked  for  that  event,  one 

month  of  May,   of  the  year  of  Abraham  of  the  t.vo  preceding  years.     See  Pagi  Cri- 

(which  commences  in  Oftober)  2444.     This  tica,  torn.  ii.  p.  205,  &c. 
date,  which  coincidss  with  A.  D.  429,  is 

an 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  337 

iin  African  climate.  The  hopes  of  the  bold  enterprife  had  excited  *"^,!^v-f,y^* 
many  brave  adventurers  of  the  Gothic  nation  ;  and  many  defperate  * — — ν — — ' 
provincials  vv^ere  tempted  to  repair  their  fortunes  by  the  fame  means 
which  had  occafioned  their  ruin.  Yet  this  various  multitude  amounted 
only  to  fifty  thoufand  efFedlive  men;  and  though  Genferic  artfully 
magnified  his  apparent  ftrength,  by  appointing  eighty  chUinrchs^  or 
commanders  of  thoufands,  the  fallacious  increafe  of  old  men,  of 
children,  and  of  flaves,  would  fcarcely  have  fwelled  his  army  to  the 
number  of  fourfcore  thoufand  perfons"'.  But  h'  own  dext  ty,  and 
the  difcontents  of  Africa,  foon  fortified  the  Vandal  powers,  by  the  ac- 
cefllon  of  numerous  and  adive  allies.  The  parts  of  Mauritania,  which  The  Moors. 
border  on  the  great  defert,*  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,  were  filled  with 
a  fierce  and  untradlable  race  of  men,  whofe  favage  temper  had  been 
exafperated,  rather  than  reclaimed,  by  their  dread  of  the  Roman  arms. 
The  wandering  Moors  "^,  as  they  gradually  ventured  to  approach  the 
fea-ihore,  and  the  camp  of  the  Vandals,  muil  have  viewed  with  terror 
and  aftoniihment  the  drefs,  the  armour,  the  martial  pride  and  difcipline 
of  the  unknown  ftrangers,  who  had  landed  on  their  coail ;  and  the 
fair  complexions  of  the  blue-eyed  warriors  of  Germany,  formed  a 
A^ery  fingular  contrail  with  the  fwarthy  or  olive  hue,  which  is  de- 
rived from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  torrid  zone.  After  the  firft 
difficulties  had  in  fome  meafure  been  removed,  which  arofe  from  the 
mutual  ignorance  of  their  refpedive  language,  the'  Moors,  regardlefs 

"  Compare  Procopius   (de  Bell.  Vandal.  "*  For  the  manners  of  the  Moors,  fee  Pro- 

1.  i.   c.  5.  p.  190.)  and  Vidor  Vitenfis  (de  copins  (de  Bell.  Vandal.  1.  ii.  c.  6.  p.  249.  ; 

Perfecutione  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  i.  p.   3.  edit,  for  their  figure  and  complexion,  M.  de  Buf- 

Ruinart).     We  are  aflured  by  Idatius,   that  fon    (Hiftoire   Naturelle,  torn.  iii.  p.  430.). 

Genferic  evacuated    Spain,    cum    Vandalis  Procopius  fays  in   general,  that  the  Moors 

e»;«/i«i  eorumque  familiis  ;   and  PoiTidius  (in  had  joined  the  Vandals  before  the  death  of 

Vit.  Auguftin.  c.  28.  apud  Ruinart,  p.  427.)  Valentinian  (de  Bell.  Vandal.  \.  i.  c.  5.   p, 

defcribes  his  army,  as  manus  ingens  imma-  190.)  ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  the  independ- 

nium   gentium    Vandalorum    et   Alanorum,  ent  tribes  did  not  embrace  any  uniform  fytliyii 

comrnixtam  fecum  habens  Gothorum  genteni,  of  policy, 
aliarumque  diverfarum  perfonas. 

Vol.  π  I.  X  x  of 
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CHAP,     of  any  future  confequence,  embraced  the  alliance  of  the  enemies  of 
V— .-^-.^    Rome  ;  and  a  crowd  of  naked  favages  ruflied  from  the  woods  and 
vallies  of  Mount  Atlas,  to  fatiate  their  revenge  on  the  polilhed  ty- 
rants, who  had  injurioufly  expelled  them  from  the  native  fovereignty 
of  the  land. 
The  Do-  The  perfecution  of  the  Donatifts  ''  was  an  event  not  lefs  favourable 

aaciils, 

to  the  defigns  of  Genferic.  Seventeen  years  before  he  landed  in  Africa, 
a  public  conference  was  held  at  Carthage,  by  the  order  of  the  magiftrate. 
The  Catholics  were  fatisfied,  that,  after  the  invincible  reafons  which  they 
had  alleged,  the  obftinacy  of  the  fchifmatics  muft  be  inexcufable  and 
voluntary;  and  the  emperor  Honorius  was  perfuaded  to  inflift  the 
moil  rigorous  penalties  on  a  fadion,  which  had  fo  long  abufed  his 
patience  and  clemency.  Three  hundred  blAops'^,  with  many  thou- 
fands  of  the  inferior  clergy,  were  torn  from  their  churches,  ftripped 
of  their  ecclefiaftical  pofleffions,  banillied  to  the  iflands,  and  pro- 
fcribed  by  the  laws,  if  they  prefumed  to  conceal  themfelves  in  the 
provinces  of  Africa.  Their  numerous  congregations,  both  in  cities 
and  in  the  country,  were  deprived  of  the  rights  of  citizens,  and  of 
the  exercife  of  religious  worihip.  A  regular  fcale  of  fines,  from  ten 
to  two  hundred  pounds  of  filver,  was  curioufly  afcertained,  accord- 
ing to  the  diilindtions  of  rank  and  fortune,  to  puniila  the  crime  of 
affifting  at  a  fchifmatic  conventicle ;  and  if  the  fine  had  been  levied 
five  times,  without  fubduing  the  obftinacy  of  the  offender,  his  future 
puniihment  was  referred  to  the  difcretion   of  the  Imperial  court  ". 

»'  See  Tillemont,  Memoires  Ecclef.  torn,  fent,  120  abfent,  befides    fixty-four  vacant 

xiii.   p.  516—558.  ;  and  the  whole  feries  of  bifhoprics. 

the  perfecution,  in  the  original  monuments,         ''  The  fifth  title  of  the  flxteenth  book  of 

publillied  by  Dupin  at  the  end  of  Optatus,  the  Theodofian  Code,  exhibits  a  feries  of  the 

p_j2^_rir.  Imperial  laws  againft  the  Donatifts,   from  the 

"  The  Donatift  biihops,  at  the  conference  year  400  to  the  year  4:8.     Of  thefe  the  S4th 

of  Carthage,    amounted  to  279 ;   and  they  law,  promulgated  by  Honorius,  A.  D.  414, 

alTertcd,   that  their  whole  number  was  not  is  the  moil  fevereand  effcilual. 
lefs  than  400.     The  Catholics  had  286  pre- 

By 
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By  tliefe  fe\'ciities,  Avhich  obtained  the  warmeft  approbation  of  St. 
Auguftin  "y  great  numbers  of  Donatifts  were  reconciled  to  the  Ca- 
tholic church  :  but  the  fanatics,  M-ho  ftill  perfevered  in  their  oppofi- 
tion,  were  provoked  to  madnefs  and  defpair ;  the  diftraded  country- 
was  filled  with  tumult  and  bloodilied  ;  the  armed  troops  of  Circum- 
cellions  alternately  pointed  their  rage  againil  themfelves,  or  againit 
their  adverfaries;  and  the  calendar  of  martyrs  received  on  both 
fides  a  confiderable  augmentation ".  Under  thefe  circumftances, 
Genferic,  a  Chriftian,  but  an  enemy  of  the  orthodox  communion, 
iliewed  himfclf  to  the  Donatifts  as  a  powerful  deliverer,  from  VN'honi 
they  might  reafonably  expe<il  the  repeal  of  the  odious  and  opprcffive 
edidls  of  the  Roman  emperors".  The  conqueil  of  Africa  was  faci- 
litated by  the  aftive  zeal,  or  the  fecret  favour,  of  a  domeilic  fadliori  ; 
the  wanton  outrages  againil  the  churches,  and  the  clergy,  of  which 
the  Vandals  are  accufed,  may  be  fairly  imputed  to  the  fanaticifm  o*f 
their  allies  ;  and  the  intolerant  fpirit,  which  difgraced  the  triumph  of 
Chriftianity,  contributed  to  the  lofs  of  the  moft  important  province 
of  the  Weft  ". 


-"  St.  Auguftin  altered  his  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  proper  treatment  of  heretics. 
His  pathetic  declaration  of  pity  and  indul- 
gence for  the  Manicha?ans,  has  been  inferted 
by  Mr.  Locke  (vol.  iii.  p.  469.)  among  the 
choice  fpecimens  of  his  common-place  book. 
Another  philofopher,  the  celebrated  Bayle 
(tom.  il.  p.  445—496.),  has  refuted,  with 
fuperfluous  diligence  and  ingenuity,  the  ar- 
guments, by  which  the  biihop  of  Hippo  julti- 
£cd,  in  his  old  age,  the  perfection  of  the 
Donatifts. 

"  See  Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  xiii. 
p.  586-592.  806.  The  Donatifts  boafted 
of  thoufands  of  thefe  voluntary  martyrs.  Aii- 
Sjuftin  aflerts,  and  probably  with  truth,  that 
thefe  numbers  were  much  exaggerated  ;  but 
he  fteriily  maintains,  that  it  was  better  that 
/utne  fliould  burn  themfelves  in  this  world, 


than   that  tU  fiiould   burn  in   hell  flames. 

'^  According  to  St.  Auguftin  and  Theo- 
doret,  the  Donatifts  were  inclined  to  the 
principles,  or  at  leaft  to  the  party,  of  the 
Arians,  which  Genferic  fupported.  Tille- 
mont, Mem.  Ecclef.  tom.  vi.  p.  68. 

*^  See  Baronius,  Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D. 
428.  N°7.  A.  D.  439.  N°  3;.  The  car- 
dinal, though  more  inclined  to  feek  thecaufe 
of  great  events  in  heaven  than  on  the  earth, 
has  obferved  the  apparent  conneition  of  the 
Vandals  and  the  Donatifts.  Under  the  reign 
of  the  Barbarians,  the  fchifmatics  of  Africa 
enjoyed  an  obfcure  peace  of  one  hundred 
years ;  at  the  end  of  which,  we  may  agaiu 
trace  them  by  the  light  of  the  Imperial  per- 
fecutions.  See  Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclef. 
tom.  vi,  p.  192,  etc. 
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The  court  and  the  people  were  ailoniihed  by  the  ilrangc  uitelll- 
gencc,  that  a  virtuous  hero,  after  lb  many  favours,  and  fo  many 
fervices,  had  renounced  his  allegiance,,  and  invited  the  Barbarians  to 
deftroy  the  province  entrufted  to  his  command.     The  friends  of  Bo- 
niface, who  ftill  believed  that  his  criminal  behaviour  might  be  ex- 
cufed  by  fome  honourable  motive,  folicited,  during  the  abfence  of. 
^tius,  a  free  conference  with  the  Count  of  Africa ;.  and  Darius,  an 
officer  of  high  diftindion,  was  named  for  the  important  embaiTy  '*. . 
In  their   firil   interview   at  Carthage,    the.  imaginary  provocations, 
were  mutually  explained  ;  the  oppofite  letters   of  iEtius  were  pro- 
duced and  compared  j  and  the  fraud  was  eafily  deteded.    Placidia  and 
Boniface  lamented  their  fatal   error;  and  the  Count  had  fufHcient 
magnanimity  to  confide  in  the  forgivenefs  of  his  fovereign,  or  to. 
expofe  his  head  to  her  future  refentment.     His  repentance  was  fer- 
vent and  fmcere ;  but  he  foon  difcovered,.  that  it  wae  no  longer  in 
his  power  to  reftore  the  edifice  which  he  had  ihaken  to  its  founda- 
tions.    Carthage,  and  the   Roman  garrifons,    returned   with   their 
general  to  the  allegiance  of  Valentinian ;  but  the  reft  of  Africa  was^ 
ftill  diftradted  with  war  and  faction  ;  and  the  inexorable  king  of  the 
Yandals,^  difdaining  all  terms  of  accommodation,  ftemly  refufed  to 
relinquifti  the  poiTeflion  of  his  prey.     The  band  of  veterans,  who, 
marched  under  the   ftandard   of  Boniface,    and   his  hafty  levies   of; 
provincial  troops,  were  defeated,  with  confiderable  lofs:,the  vido-• 
rious  Barbarians  infulted  the  open  country;  and  Carthage,  Cirta,  and: 
Hippo  Regius,  were  the  only  citiea  that  appeared  to  rife  above  the, 
general  inundation. 


'•*  In  a  confidential  letter  to  Count  ΒόπΙ-  even,  if  he  couid  obtain  thfe  confent  of  his 
fpce,  St.  Augullin,  without  examining  the  wife,  to  embrace  a  life  of  celibacy  and  pen- 
grounds  of  the  quarrel,  pioufly  e.xhorti  him  nance  (Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  x'uL 
to  difcharge  the  duties  of  a  Chrillian  and  a  p.  8go.).  The  biiliop  was  intim'ately  con- 
fubjeft  ;  to  extricate  himfelf  without  delay  nedled  with  Darius,  the  minifter  of  peace• 
fro»  fajs  dange.rou6  and  guilty  fituation ;  and  (Id.  torn.  xiii.  p.  928.). 

The.• 
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The  long  and  narrow  trad:  of  the  African  coaft  was  filled  with    CHAP, 

frequent  monuments   of  Roman  art   and    magnificence  ;    and   the    < , ' 

refpedlive  degrees  of  improvement  might  be  accurately  meafured  by  Africa. 
the  diftance  from  Carthage  and  the  Mediterranean.  A  fimple  reflec- 
tion win  imprefs  every  thinking  mind  with  the  cleareil  idea  of  ferti- 
lity and  cultivation  :  the  country  was  extremely  populous ;  the 
inhabitants  referved  a  liberal  fubfiftence  for  their  own  ufe ;  and  the 
annual  exportation,  particularly  of  wheat,  was  fo  regular  and  plen- 
tiful, that  Africa  deferved  the  name  of  the  common  granary  of  Rome 
and  of  mankind.  On  a  fudden,  the  feven  fruitful  provinces,- from• 
Tangier  to  Tripoli,  were  overwhelmed  by  the  Invafion  of  the  Van- 
dals ;  whofe  deftrudive  rage  has  perhaps  been  exaggerated  by 
popular  anlmofity,  religious  zeal,  and  extravagant  declamation.  Wai•,. 
in  its  faireft  form,  implies  a  perpetual  violation  of  humanity  and 
juftice  ;  and  the  hoftilltles  of  Barbarians  are  inflamed  by  the  fierce, 
and  lawlefs  fplrit  which  inceflantly  dlfl;urbs  their  peaceful  and 
domeftic  foclety.  The  Vandals,  where  they  found  refifl:ance,  feldom 
gave  quarter;  and  the  deaths  of  their  valiant  countrymen  were  ex-; 
plated  by  the  ruin  of  the  cities  under  whofe  walls  they  had  fallen... 
Carelefs  of  the  dlftindlons  of  age,  or  fex,  or  rank,  they  employed 
every  fpecies  of  indignity  and  torture,  to  force  from  the  captives  a 
dlfcovery  of  their  hidden  wealth.  The  ftern  policy  of  Genferlc  juftl- 
fied  his  frequent  examples  of  military  execution  :  he  was  not  always 
the  mailer  of  his'  own  paflions,  or  of  thofe  of  his  followers ;  and. 
the  calamities  of  war  were  aggravated  by  the  licentioufnefs  of  the. 
Moors,  and  the  fanaticlfm  of  the  Donatlfls.  Yet  I  fhall  not  eafily 
be  perfuaded,  that  it  was  the  common  pradlce  of  the  Vandals  to 
extirpate  the  olives,  and  other  fruit-trees,  of  a  country  where  they 
intended  to  fettle  :  nor  can  I  believe  that  It  was  a  ufual  ftratagem  to 
flaughter  great  numbers  of  their  prifoners  before  the  walls  of  a  be- 
fieged  city,  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  infedlng  the  air,  and  producing• 

a  peili- 


•,4--  THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 

C  Η  A  P.    a    pcftilence,    of  which    they  thenifelves  muft  liave  been  the  firfi 

' .r— -/    vidims  ''. 

SitfgeofHip-       The  generous  iniud  of  Count  Boniface  was  tortured  by  the  exqui- 

A.D.  430,  ^^^^  diftrefs  of  beholding  the  ruin,  w^hlch  he  had  occafioned,  and 
M.iy.  Avhofe  rapid  progrefs  he  was  unable  to  check.  After  the  lofs  of  a 
battle,  he  retired  into  Hippo  Regius;  where  he  was  immediately 
befieged  by  an  enemy,  who  confidered  him  as  the  real  bulwark  of 
Africa.  The  maritime  colony  of  Hippo^^^  about  two  hundred  miles 
^veftward  of  Carthage,  had  formerly  acquired  the  diftinguiihing  epi- 
thet of  RegiuSf  from  the  refidence  of  Numidian  kings ;  and  fome 
remains  of  trade  and  populoufnefs  ftill  adhere  to  the  modern  city, 
which  is  known  in  Europe  by  the  corrupted  name  of  Bona.  The 
military  laboui's,  and  anxious  reflexions,  of  Count  Boniflice,  were 
alleviated  by  the  edifying  converfation  of  his  friend  St.  Auguftin  '' ; 
till   that  biihop,  the   light   and   pillar  of  the  Catholic   church,  was 

BeiA  of  St.  gently  releafed,  in  the  third  month  of  the  fiege,  and  in  the  feventy- 
iixth  year  of  his  age,  from  the  adtual  and  the  impending  calamities 
of  his  country.  The  youth  of  Auguilin  had  been  ilained  by  the 
vices  and  errors,  which  he  fo  ingenuouily  confeiTes ;  but  from  the 

»5  The  original  complaints  of  the  defola-  The  old  Hippo  Regius  was  finally  deftroyed 

tion  of  Africa  are  contained,   i.  In  a  letter  by  the  Arabs  in  the  feventh  century  ς  but  a 

from  Capreolus,  bifnop  of  Carthage,  to  ex-  new  town,  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles,  was 

cufe  his  abfence  from  the  council  of  Epheius  Iniilt  with  the  materials ;  and  il  contained,  in 

•(ap.  Ruinart,  p.  429.).     2.  In  the  life  of  St.  the  fjxteenth  century,  about  three  hundred 

Auguilin,  by  his  friend  and  colleague   Pof-  families  of  induftrious,    but  turbulent,  ma- 

iidius    (ap.    Ruinart,   p.   427.).     3-    In    the  nufafturers.     The  adjacent   territor,•   is  re- 

Hiftory  of  the  Vandalic  Persecution,  by  Vic-  nowned  for  a  pure  air,    a  fertile  foil,  and 

tor  Vitenfis  (1.  i.  c.  i.  2,   3.  edit.  Ruinart).  plenty  of  exqulfite  fruits. 

The  laft  pifture,  which  was  drawn  fixty  years  '?  The   life   of  St.  Auguftin,    by  Tille- 

aftcr  the  event,  is  more  expreffive  of  the  au-  mont,  fills  a  quarto  volume  (Mem.  Ecclef. 

thor's  paffions  than  of  the  truth  of  fails.  torn,  xiii.)  of  more  than  one  thoufand  pages  ; 

-'  See  Cellarius,  Geograph.   Antiq.  torn,  and  the  diligence  of  that  learned  Janfenift 

ii.  part  ii.  p.  112.   Leo  African,  in  Ramufio,  was   excited,  on    this   occafion,  by  fadlious 

lom.  i.  fol.  70.    L'Afrique  de  Marmol.  torn,  and    devout  zeal    for   the  founder   of    his 

ii,  p.  434.  437.     Shaw's  Travels,  p.  46,  47,  udl. 

I  moment 


Aut^ullin 
Λ.  D.  430, 
Augull  23. 
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moment  of  his  converfion,  to  that  of  liis  death,  the  manners  of  the    C  HA  P. 

biihop  of  Hippo  were  pure  and  auftere:  and  the  moil  confpicuous    < , — ^ 

of  his  virtues  was  an  ardent  zeal  againft  heretics  of  every  denomi- 
nation ;  the  Manichseans,  the  Donatiils,  and  the  Pelagians,  againil 
whom  he  waged  a  perpetual  controverfy.  When  the  city,  fome 
months  after  his  death,  was  burnt  by  the  Vandals,  the  library  was 
fortunately  faved,  which  contained  his  voluminous  writings;  two 
hundred  and  thirty-two  feparate  books  or  treatifes  on  theological 
fubjedls,  befides  a  complete  expofition  of  the  pfilter  and  the  gofpel, 
and  a  copious  magazine  of  epiilles  and  homilies''.  According  to 
the  judgment  of  the  moil  impartial  critics,  the  fuperficial  learning  of 
Auguftin  was  confined  to  the  Latin  language  ^';  and  his  ftyle, 
though  fometimes  animated  by  the  eloquence  of  paffion,  is  ufually 
clouded  by  falfe  and  affeded  rhetoric.  But  he  poflefled  a  ftrong, 
capacious,  argumentative  mind  ;  he  boldly  founded  the  dark  abyfs  of 
grace,  predeftination,  free-will,  and  original  fm ;  and  the  rigid 
fyftem  of  Chriftianity  which  he  framed  or  reilored  %  has  been 
entertained,  with  public  applaufe,  and  fecret  reludtancej,  by  the  Latin, 

church". 

By 

*'  Such  at  lead  is  the  account  of  Viftor  Platoniftsiii  a  Latin  verfion  (ConfciT.  vii.  9.), . 
Vitenfis  (Je  Perlecut.  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  3.)  ;  Some  modern  critics  have  thought,  that  his 
though  Gennadius  feems  to  doubt  whether  ignorance  of  Greek  dif^ualified  him  from 
any  perfon  had  read,  or  even  collefted,  all  expounding  the  fcriptures  ;  and  Cicero  or 
the  works  of  St.  Auguftin  (See  Hieronym.  Quintilian  would  have  required  the  know- 
Opera,  torn.  i.  p.  319.  in  Catalog.  Scriptor.  ledge  of  that  language  in  a  profeilbr  of  rhe-  - 
Ecclef.).  They  have  been  repeatedly  printed;  toric. 

and  Dupin  (Bibliotheque  Ecclef.  torn.  iii.  p. ,  ^°  Thefe  queilions  were  feldom  agitated, , 
158—257.)  has  given  a  large  and  fatisfailory  from  the  time  of  St.  Paul  to  that  of  St.  Au- 
abllrad  of  them,  as  they  ftand  in  the  laft  guftin.  I  am  informed  that  the  Greek  fa- 
edition  of  the  Benediftines.  My  perfonal  thers  maintain  the  natural  fentiments  of  the  ■ 
acquaintance  with  the  biihop  of  Hippo  does  Semi-pelagians  ;  and  that  the  orthodoxy  of 
not  extend  beyond  the  Confeff^ons,  and  the  St.  Auguftin  was -derived  from  the  Manichsan  . 
City  of  God.  fchool. 

**  In  his  early  youth  (ConfefT.  i.  14.)  St.         ^*  The  church   of  Rome  has    canonifed 

Auguftin  diiliked  and  neglecled  the  ftudy  of  Auguftin,  and  reprobated  Calvin.     Yet  as 

G^eek  ;  and  he  frankly  owns.that  he  read  the  the  nW  .difterence  between  them  is  invifible 
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By  the  ilvill  of  Boniface,  and  perhaps  by  the  ignorance  of  the 
Vandals,  the  fiege  of  Hippo  M^as  protraded  above  fourteen  months : 
the  fea  was  continually  open  ;  and  when  the  acjacent  country  had 
een  exhaufted  by  irregular  rapine,  the  befiegers  themfclves  were 
compelled  by  famine  to  relinquiih  their  enterprife.  The  importance 
and  danger  of  Africa  -were  deeply  felt  by  the  regent  of  the  Weft. 
Placidia  implored  the  affiftance  of  her  eaftern  ally  ;  and  the  Italian 
fleet  and  army  were  reinforced  by  Afpar,  who  failed  from  Conftan- 
tinople  with  a  powerful  armament.  As  foon  as  the  force  of  the 
two  empires  was  united  under  the  command  of  Boniface,  he  boldly 
marched  againft  the  Vandals  ;  and  the  lofs  of  a  fecond  battle  irre- 
trievably decided  the  fate  of  Africa.  He  embarked  with  the  precipi- 
tation of  defpair ;  and  the  people  of  Hippo  were  permitted,  with 
their  families  and  eifeds,  to  occupy  the  vacant  place  of  the  foldiers, 
the  greateft  part  of  whom  were  either  flain  or  made  prifoners  by  the 
Vandals.  The  Count,  whofe  fatal  credulity  had  wounded  the  vitals 
of  the  republic,  might  enter  the  palace  of  Ravenna  with  fome 
anxiety,  which  was  foon  removed  by  the  fmiles  of  Placidia.  Boni- 
face accepted  with  gratitude  the  rank  of  patrician,  and  the  dignity 
of  mafter-general  of  the  Roman  armies  ;  but  he  muft  have  bluihed 
at  the  fight  of  thofe  medals,  in  which  he  was  reprefented  with  the 
name  and  attributes  of  victory  ^".     The  difcovery  of  his  fraud,  the 


€ven  to  a  theological  microfcope  j  the  Mo- 
liniils  are  opprefled  by  the  authority  of  the 
faint,  and  the  Janfenills  are  difgraccd  by  their 
refemblance  to  the  heretic.  In  the  mean 
while  the  Proteftant  Amiinians  ftand  aloof, 
and  deride  the  mutual  perplexity  of  the  dif- 
.putants  (See  a  curious  Review  of  the  Con- 
froverfy,  byLe  Clerc,  Bibliotheque  Univer- 
felle,  torn.  xiv.  p.  144.— 398.).  Perhaps  a 
reafoner  ftill  more  independent,  mayfmile  in 
his  turn,  when  he  pcrufes  an  Arminian  Com- 
iXneiuary  on  the  Epiftle  to  the  Romans. 


2'  Ducange,  Fam.  Byzant.  p.  67.  On  one 
fide,  the  head  of  Valentinian  ;  en  the  reverfe, 
Boniface,  with  a  fcourgc  in  one  hand,  and  a 
palm  in  the  other,  Handing  in  π  triumphal 
car,  which  is  drawn  by  four  horfes,  or,  in 
another  medal,  by  four  ilags;  an  unlucky  em- 
blem 1  I  Ihould  doubt  whether  another  ex- 
ample can  be  found  of  the  head  of  a  fubjeft 
on  the  reverfe  of  an  Imperial  medal.  See 
Science  des  Medaillcs,  by  the  Pere  Jobert, 
tom.  i.  p.  132  —  150.  edit,  of  1739,  by  the 
Baron  de  l.a  Bailie. 


difpleafure 


His  death, 
A.D.  432. 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE. 

difpleafure  of  the  emprefs,  and  the  diftinguifhed  favour  of  his  rival, 
exafperated  the  haughty  and  perfidious  foul  of  iEtius.  He  hallily 
returned  from  Gaul  to  Italy,  with  a  retinue,  or  rather  Λvith  an  army, 
of  Barbarian  followers  ;  and  fuch  v/as  the  weaknefs  of  the  govern- 
ment, that  the  two  generals  decided  their  private  quarrel  iu  a  bloody 
battle.  Boniface  was  fuccefsful ;  but  he  received  in  the  confliil  a 
mortal  wound  from  the  fpear  of  his  "adverfary,  of  which  he  expired 
within  a  few  days,  in  fuch  CJiriftian  and  charitable  fentiments,  that 
he  exhorted  his  wife,  a  rich  heirefs  of  Spain,  to  accept  ^tius  for 
her  fecond  hufband.  But  iEtius  could  not  derive  any  immediate 
advantage  from  the  generofity  of  his  dying  enemy :  he  was  pro- 
claimed a  rebel  by  the  juftice  of  Placidia  ;  and  though  he  attempted 
to  defend  fome  ftrong  fortreiTes  ereiled  bn  his  patrimonial  eftate,  the 
Imperial  power  foon  compelled  him  to  retire  into  Pannonia,  to  the 
tents  of  his  fiiithful  Huns.  The  republic  was  deprived,  by  their  mutual 
difcord,  of  the  fei-vice  of  her  two  moft  illuftrious  champions  ". 

It   might  naturally  be  expeded,    after  the    retreat    of   Boniface,  Progrefs  of 
that  the  Vandals  would  atchieve,  without  refiftance  or  delay,  the  in  Africa, 
conqueft  of  Africa.     Eight  years  however  elapfed,  from  the  cvacua-      "     "  ''"^'~" 
tion    of  Hippo  to  the   reduction    of    Carthage.      In    the   midft   of 
that  interval,  the  ambitious  Genferic,  in  the  full  tide  of  apparent 
profperity,  negociated  a  treaty  of  peace,  by  Λvhich  he  gave  his  fon 
Hunneric  for  an  hofcage;  and  confented  to  leave  the  Weftern  em- 
peror in  the  undifturbed  poflelfion  of  the  three  Mauiitanias  '*.     This 


'^  Procopius   (de   Bell.  Vandal.  1.  i    c.  3.  c.  4.  p.  186.     Valentinian  pu'olifiied  fever.il 

p.  1S5.)  continues  the  hiilory  of  Boniface  no  humane   laws,  to  relieve  the  diftrcfs   of  his 

farther  than   his  return  to  Italy.     His  death  Numidian  and  Mauritanian  fubjefts ;   he  dif- 

13   mentioned  by   Pro.'per  and  Marcellinus;  charged  them,  in  a  great:  meafure,  from  the 

the  expreffion  of  the  latter,  that  yttius,  the  payment  of  their  debts,  reduced  their  tribute 

day   before,    had    provided  himfilf  with    a  to  one-eighth,  and  gave  them  a  right  of  ap- 

Jri>:rer  fpear,  implies  fom.eihing  like  a  regular  peal   from  their  provincial  magiftrates  to  the 

duel.  prxfeit  of  Rome.      Cod.   Theod.    torn.   vi. 

=-  See   Procopius,  de  Bell.   Vandal.  1.    i.  Novell,  p.  11,    12. 

Vol.  III.  Υ  y                             moderation, 
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CHAP.    moJeration,  which  cannot  be  imputed  to  the  juftice,  muil  be  afcribed 

' ^ '    to  the  poHcy,  of  the  conqueror.     His  throne  was  encompaiTed  with 

donieftic  enemies  ;  who  accufed  the  bafenefs  of  his  birth,  and  aiTerted 
the  legitimate  claims  of  his  nephews,  the  fons  of  Gonderic.  Thofc 
nephews,  indeed,  he  facrificed  to  his  fafcty  ;  and  their  mother,  the 
widow  of  the  deceafed  king,  was  precipitated,  by  his  order,  into  the 
river  Ampfaga.  But  the  public  difcontent  burft  forth  in  dangerous 
and  frequent  confpiracies  ;  and  the  warlike  tjTant  is  fuppofed  to 
have  ilied  more  Vandal  blood  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner,  than 
in  the  field  of  battle  '^  The  convulfions  of  Africa,  which  had  fa- 
voured his  attack,  oppofed  the  firm  eRablifliment  of  his  power  ;  and 
tlie  various  feditions  of  the  Moors  and  Germans,  the  Donatifts  and 
Catholics,  continually  difturbed,  or  threatened,  the  unfettled  reign 
of  the  conqueror.  As  he  advanced  towards  Carthage,  he  was  forced 
to  withdraw  his  troops  from  the  Weftern  provinces  ;  the  fea-coaft 
was  expofed  to  the  naval  enteq-)rifes  of  the  Romans  of  Spain  and 
Italy  ;  and,  in  the  heart  of  Numidia,  the  flrong  inland  city  of  Corta 
ftill  perfiiled  in  obftinate  independence  ^\^  Thefe  difficulties  were, 
gradually  fubdued  by  the  fpirit,  the  perfeverance,  and  the  cruelty  of 
Genferic ;  who  alternately  applied  the  arts  of  peace  and  war  to  the 
eftabhihment  of  his  African  kingdom.  He  fubfcribed  a  folemn• 
treaty,  with  the  hope  of  deiiving  fome  advantage  from  the  term  of 
its  continuance,  and  the  moment  of  its  violation.  The  vigilance  of 
his  enemies  was  relaxed  by  the  proteftations  of  friendfliip,  which 
concealed  his  hoftile  approach  ;  and  Carthage  was  at  length  furprifed 
by  the  Vandals,  five  hundred  and  eighty-five  years  after  the  de- 
ftrudtion  of  the  city  and  republic  by  the  younger  Scipio ". 

35  Viflor    Vitenfis,  de   Perfecut.   Vandal.  "  See  the  Chronicles  of  Idatiuj,   Uldore, 

1.  ii.  c.  5.  p.  26.     The  cruelties  of  Genferic  Profper,   and   Marcellinus.     They  mark  the 

towards  his  fubjeils,  are  ilrongly  expreffed  in  fame  year,  but  different  days,  for  the  furprifal 

Profper's  Chronicle,  A.  D.  442.  of  Carthage. 


3*  PoifiJius,  in  Vit.  Augullin,  c.  2.8.  apud. 
Ruinart,  p.  ^2&, 


A  new 
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A  new  city  had  arifen  from  its  ruins,  with  the  title  of  a  colony ;     CHAP. 
'  XXXIII 

nnd  though  Carthage  might  yield  to  thd  royal  prerogatiA^es  of  Con-  >— v.— ^ 
ftantinople,  and  perhaps  to  the  trade  of  Alexandria,  or  the  fplendor  Theyfurprife 
•of  Antioch,  ihe  ftill  maintained  the  fecond  rank  in  the  Weft  ;  as  the  A^^fl'g, 
Rome  (if  we  may  ufe  the  ftyle  of  contemporaries)  of  the  African  ^^°^"  9• 
world.  That  wealthy  and  opulent  metropolis  "  difplayed,  in  a 
dependent  condition,  the  image  of  a  flourifliing  republic.  Carthage 
•contained  the  manufadures,  the  arms,  and  the  treafures  of  the  fix 
provinces.  A  regular  fuhordination  of  civil  honours,  gradually  af- 
cended  from  the  procurators  of  the  ftreets  and  quarters  of  the  city, 
to  the  tribunal  of  the  fupreme  magiftrate,  v;ho,  with  the  title  of 
proconful,  reprefented  the  ftate  and  dignity  of  a  conful  of  ancient 
Rome.  Schools  and  gyimiLifta  were  inftituted  for  the  education  of 
the  African  youth ;  and  the  liberal  arts  and  manners,  grammar,  rhe- 
toric, and  philofophy,  v,rere  publicly  taught  in  the  Greek  and  Latin 
languages.  The  buildings  of  Carthage  were  uniform  and  mag- 
nificent:  a  ihady  grove  was  planted  in  the  midft  of  the  capital;  the 
new  port,  a  fecure  and  capacious  harbour,  was  fubfervient  to  the 
commercial  Induftry  of  citizens  and  ftrangers  ;  and  the  fplendid 
games  of  the  Circus  and  theatre  were  exhibited  almoft  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  Barbarians.  The  reputation  of  the  Carthaginians  was 
not  equal  to  that  of  their  country,  and  the  reproach  of  Punic  faith 
ftill  adhered  to  their  fubtle  and  faithlefs  charader  ^\  -  The  habits  of 
trade,'  and   the  abuie  of  luxury,  had  corrupted  their  manners;  but 

^'  The  piilure  of  Carthage,  ai  it  flouriflied  but  only  a  gynecasum,  or  female  manufac- 

'in    the  fourth  and  fifth  centuries,  is   taken  ture. 

Irom  theExpoutio  totius  Mundi,  p.   17,    18.  ^'  The  anonymous  author  of  the  Expofitio 

•in  the  third  volume  of  Hudibn's  Minor  Geo-  totius   Mundi,    compares,    in   his   barbarous 

graphers,  from  Aufonius  de  Claris  Urbibus,  Latin,  the  country  and  the  inhabitants;  and, 

p.  228,  229.  ;  and  principally  from  Salvian,  after  ftigmatif'ng    their  want  of  faith,    he 

de  GubernationeDei,  1.  vii.  p.  257,  258.     I  coolly  concludes.  Difficile   autem   inter  cos 

am  furprifed  that  the  Notitia  fhould  not  place  invenitur  bonus,  tamea  in  mukis  pauci  boni 

either  a  mint,  or  an  arfenal,  at  Carthage;  eiTe  poflunt.  P.  18.                   ,.; 

Υ  y  2  their 
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C  Η  Λ  P.  their  impious  contempt  of  monks,  and  the  ihamelelt;  practice  of  un- 
V— V— ->  natural  lufts,  are  the  two  abominations  which  excite  the  pious  ve- 
hemence of  Salvian,  the  preacher  of  the  age  *°.  The  king  of  the 
Vandals  fevercly  reformed  the  vices  of  a  voluptuous  people  ;  and 
the  ancient,  noble,  ingenuous,  freedom,  of  Carthage  (thefe  exprefllons 
of  Viator  are  not  without  energy),  was  reduced  by  Genferic  into  a 
ftate  of  ignominious  fervitude.  After  he  had  permitted  his  licentious 
troops  to  fatiate  their  rage  and  avarice,  he  inftituted  a  more  re- 
gular fyftem  of  rapine  and  oppreiTion.  An  edidt  Avas  promulgated, 
which  enjoined  all  peribns,  without  fraud  or  delay,  to  deliver  their 
gold,  filver,  jewels,  and  Aaluable  furniture  or  apparel,  to  the  royal 
officefs  ;  and  the  attempt  to  fecrete  any  part  of  their  patrimony,  v/as 
inexorably  puniflied  with  death  and  torture,  as  an  ad  of  treafon 
againft  the  ftate.  The  lands  of  the  proconfular  province,  which 
formed  the  immediate  diftridt  of  Carthage,  were  accurately,  mea- 
fured,  and  divided  among  the  Barbarians;  and  the  conqueror  re- 
ferved  for  his  peculiar  domain,  the  fertile  territory  of  Byzacium,  and 
the  adjacent  parts  of  Numidia  and  Getulia'^'. 
Afiicm  It  was  natural  enough  that  Genferic   fliould  hate  thofe  whom  he 

captives.  had  injured  :  the  nobility  and  fenators  of  Carthage  were  expofed 
^to  his  jealoufy  and  refentment ;  and  all  thole  who  refufed  the  igno- 
minious terms,  which  their  honour  and  religion  forbade  them  to 
accept,  were  compelled  by  the  Arian  tyrant  to  embrace  the  condition- 
of  perpetual  baniihment.     Rome,    Italy,  and  the  proAances  of  the 

*°  He  declares,   that  the  peculiar  vices  of  countenance,    the    drefs,  and    the   characler 

each   country  were  colledled  in   chs  fiak.  of  of  women  (p.  264.).     If  a  monk  appeared 

Carthage  (l.vii.  p.  257.).   In  the  indulgence  in  the  city,   the  holy  man  was  purfueJ  with 

of  vice,  the  Africans  applauded  their  manly  impious  fcorn  and  ridicule  ;  detellantibus  ri- 

virtue.     Et  illL  fe  magis   viriUs  fortitiidinis  dentium  cachinnis  (p.  289.). 
eflfc   creJerent,    qui   maxirae   viros  fceminei        *'  Compare  Procopius,  de  Bell.  Vandal, 

usus  probrofitate  fregiiTent   (p.  263.).    The  1.  i.  c.  5.  p.  189,  190.  ;  and  Vidor  Vitenfis^ 

ftreets  of  Carthige  were  polluted  by  eftemi-  dePcrfccut.  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  4. 
nate   wretches,   who  publicly  aillimed    the 

Eaft„ 
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Eaft,  Λνονε  filled  with  a  crowd  of  exiles,  of  fugitives,  and  of  ingenuous  ^y^J^,^' 
captives,  who  folicited  the  public  compaffion:  and  the  benevolent  ' — -v—— » 
epiftles  of  Theodoret,  ftill  preferve  the  names  and  misfortunes  of 
Cceleftian  and  Maria  *\  The  Syrian  biihop  deplores  the  misfor- 
tunes of  Cojleftian,  v.'ho,  from  the  ftate  of  a  noble  and  opulent  fena- 
tor  of  C-rthage,  was  reduced,  Avith  his  wife  and  family,  and  fervants, 
to  beg  his  bread  in  a  foreign  country  ;  but  he  applauds  the  refig- 
nation  of  the  Chriftian  exile,  and  the  philofophic  temper,  which, 
under  the  prciTure  of  fuch  calamities,  could  enjoy  more  real  happi- 
nefs,  than  was  the  ordinary  lot  of  wealth  and  profperity.  The  ftory 
of  Maria,  the  daughter  of  the  magnificent  Eudxmon,  is  fingular  and 
intercfting.  In  the  fack  of  Carthage,  flie  was  purchafed  from  the 
Vandals  by  fome  merchants  of  Syria,  who  afterwards  fold  her  as  a 
fiave  in  their  native  country.  A  female  attendant,  tranfported  in  the 
fame  fhip,  and  fold  in  the  fame  family,  ftill  continued  to  refpedt  a 
miftrefs  whom  fortune  had  reduced  to  the  common  level  of  fervi- 
tude  ;  and  the  daughter  of  Eudscmon  received  from  her  grateful 
affe<£lion  the  domeftic  fervices,  which  ilie  had  once  required  from 
her  obedience.  This  remarkable  behaviour  divulged  the  real  condi- 
tion of  Maria ;  M'ho,  in  the  abfence  of  the  biihop  of  Cyrrhus,  was 
redeemed  fi-om  flavery  by  the  generofity  of  fome  foldiers  of  the  gar- 
rifon.  The  liberality  of  Theodoret  provided  for  her  decent  mainte- 
nance ;  and  ihe  pafled  ten  months  among  the  deaconefles  of  the 
church;  till  ihe  was  unexpedledly  informed,  that  her  father,  who 
had  efcaped  from  the  ruin  of  Carthage,  exercifed  an  honourable 
office  in  one  of  the  Weftern  provinces.  Her  filial  impatience  was 
feconded  by  the  pious  biihop  :  Theodoret,  in  a  letter  ftill  extant, 
recommends  Maria  to  the  biihop  of  iEgse,  a  maritime  city  of  Cilicia, 
which  was  frequented,  during  the  annual  fair,  by  the  velTels  of  the 

"-  Ruinart  (p.  444— 457.)   has  collefted     fortunes,  real  and  fabulous,  of  the  inhabitants 
from  Theodoret,  and  other  authors,  the  mif-    of  Carthage^ 

Weil^ 
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"Fable  of  the 
■{even  fleep- 

•  €TS. 


Weil ;  moft  earneRly  rcqueiling,  that  his  colleague  would  ufe  the 
maiden  with  a  tendernefs  fuitable  to  her  birth  j  and  that  he  would 
entruft  her  to  the  care  of  fuch  faithful  merchants,  as  would  cfteem 
It  a  fufficient  gain,  if  they  reftored  a  daughter,  loft  beyond  all  hu- 
man hope,  to  the  arms  of  her  afflided  parent. 

Among  the  infipid  legends  of  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  I  am  tempted 
to  diftinguiih  the  memorable  fable  of  the  Seven  Sleepers'*'  :  whofe 
imaginary  date  correfponds  with  the  reign  of  the  younger  Theo- 
dofius,  and  the  conqueft  of  Africa  by  the  Vandals  **.  AVhen  the 
emperor  Decius  perfecuted  the  Chriftians,  fcA^en  noble  youths  of 
Ephefus  concealed  themfelves  in  a  fpacious  cavern  in  the  fide  of 
an  adjacent  mountain  ;  where  they  were  doomed  to  periih  by  the 
tyrant,  who  gave  orders  that  the  entrance  ihonld  be  firmly  feeured 
with  a  pile  of  huge  ftones.  They  immediately  fell  into  a  deep 
flumber,  which  was  miraculoufiy  prolonged,  without  injuring  the 
powers  of  life,  diu^ing  a  period  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-feven 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  the  ilaves  of  Adolius,  to  whom  the 
inheritance  of  the  mountain  had  defcended,  removed  the  ftones,  to 
fupply  materials  for  fome  ruftic  edifice :  the  light  of  the  fun  darted 
into  the  cavern,  and  the  feven  ileepers  were  permitted  to  awake. 
After  a  flumber,  as  they  thought  of  a  few  hours,  they  were  prefled 
.  by  the  calls  of  hunger ;   and  refolved  that  Jambhchus,  one  of  tlieir 


*'  The  choice  of  fabulous  circumftances  is 
of  fmall  importance  ;  yet  I  have  confined 
myfelf  to  the  narrative  which  was  tranflated 
from  the  Syriac  by  the  care  of  Gregory  of 
Tours  (de  Gloria  Martyrum,  1.  i.  c.  95.  in 
Max.  Bibliotheca  Patrura,  torn.  xi.  p.  856.), 
to  the  Greek  afts  of  their  martyrdom  (apud 
Photium,  p.  1400,  1401.);  and  to  the  Annals 
of  the  Patriarch  Eutychius  (torn.  i.  p.  391. 
531,  532.  53;.  Verf.  Pocock.). 

♦♦  Two  Syriac  writers,  as  they  are  quoted 
by  AlTemanni  (Bibliot.  Oriental,  torn.  i.  p. 


336.  338.),  place  the  refurrcilion  of  the  Se- 
ven Sleepers  in  the  years  736  (A.  D.  425.)» 
or  748  (A.  D.  437.).  of  thcxraof  the  Se- 
leucides.  Their  Greek  afts,  which  Photius 
had  read,  aflign  the  date  of  the  thirty-eighth 
year  of  the  reign  of  Theodofius,  which  may 
coincide  either  with  A.  D.  439,  or,446.  The 
period  which  had  elapfed  fince  the  perfecu- 
tion  of  Decius  is  eafily  afcertained  ;  and  no- 
thing lefs  than  the  ignorance  of  Mahomet/ 
or  the  legendaries,  could  fuppofe  an  interval 
of  three  or  four  hundred  years. 

5  number, 
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number,  iliould  fecrctly  return  to  the  city,  to  purchafe  bread  for  the  ^^H  A  P. 
Ble  of  his  companions.  The  youth  (if  we  may  ftill  employ  that  »_  -.—  ,« 
appellation)  could  no  longer  recognife  the  once  familiar  afpe£t  of  his 
native  country  ;  and  his  fuvpriie  was  Irvcreafed  by  the  appearance  of 
a  hrge  crofs,  triumphantly  eredled  over  the  principal  gate  of  Ephe- 
fus.  His  fmgular  drefs,  and  obfolete  language,  confounded  the 
baker,  to  whom  he  offered  an  ancient  medal  of  Decius  as  the  cur- 
rent coin  of  the  empire  ;  and  Jamblichus,  on  the  fufpicion  of  a 
fecret  treafure,  was  dragged  before  the  judge.  Their  m.utual  en- 
quiries produced  the  amazing  difcovery,  that  two  centuries  were 
almoft  elapfed  fmce  Jamblichus,  and  his  friends,  had  efcaped  from 
the  rage  of  a  Pagan  tyrant.  The  biihop  of  Ephefus,  the  clergy,  the 
magiftrates,  the  people,  and  as  it  is  faid  the  emperor  Theodofms 
himfelf,  haftened  to  vifit  the  cavern  of  the  Seven  Sleepers;  who 
beftowed  their  beneditlion,  related  their  ftory,  and  at  the  fame 
i-nftant  peaceably  expired.  The  origin  of  this  marvellous  fable  cannot 
be  afcribed  to  the  pious  fraud  and  credulity  of  the  modern  Greeks, 
fince  the  authentic  tradition  may  be  traced  within  half  a  century  of 
the  fuppofed  miracle.  James  of  Sarug,  a  Syrian  billiop,  who  was 
born  only  two  years  after  the  death  of  the  younger  Theodofms,  has 
devoted  one  of  his  two  hundred  and  thirty  homilies  to  the  praife  of 
the  young  men  of  Ephefus  *'.  Their  legend,  before  the  end  of  the 
fixth  century,  was  tranflated  from  the  Syriac,into  the  Latin,  language, 
by  the  care  of  Gregory  of  Tours,  The  hoilile  communions  of  the 
Eaft  preferve  their  memory  with  equal  reverence ;  and  their  names 
are  honourably  infcribed  in   the   Roman,  the  Habyffinian,  and  the 

**  James,  one  of  the   orthodox  fathers  of  ni,  torn.  i.  p.  288,  289.).     For  the  homily, 

the  Syrian  church,  was  born  A.  D.  452^ ;  he  de  Puerts  Epheftnis,  fee  p.  335—  339.  ;  thouglx  . 

began  to  compofe  his  fermons  A.  D.  474.  :  I  could  wi(h  that  AlTemanni  had  tranflated  ■ 

he  was  made  biihop  of  Batn»,  in  the  diftria  the  text  of  James  of  Sarug,  infteadof  anfwer- 

of   Sarug,   and  province   of    Mefopotamia,  ing  the  objedions  of  Baronius. 
A.  D.  5 1 9,  and  died  A.  D.  521.  (Aiieman- 

Ruffian 
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^J^  ^^'    RuiTian  calendar'*'.     Nor  has  their  reputation  been  confined  to  the 

' '    Chriftian  v/orld.     This  popular  tale,  which  Mahomet  might   learn 

when  he  drove  his  camels  to  the  fairs  of  Syria,  is  introduced,  as  a 
divine  revelation,  into  the  Koran  *\  The  ftory  of  the  Seven  Sleepers 
has  been  adopted,  and  adorned  by  the  nations,  from  Bengal  to  Africa, 
who  profefs  the  Mahometan  religion "'  ;  and  fome  veftiges  of  a 
fimilar  tradition  have  been  difcovered  in  the  remote  extremities  of 
Scandinavia*'.  This  eafy  and  univerfal  belief,  fo  expreflive  of  the 
fenfe  of  mankind,  may  be  afcribed  to  the  genuine  merit  of  the  fable 
itfelf.  We  imperceptibly  advance  from  youth  to  age,  without  ob- 
ferving  the  gradual,  but  inceflant,  change  of  human  afiairs  ;  and 
even  in  our  larger  experience  of  hiftory,  the  imagination  is  accuf- 
tomed,  by  a  perpetual  ferics  of  cauics  and  efFefts,  to  unite  the  moil 
diftant  revolutions.  But  if  the  interval  between  two  memorable  xras 
could  be  infhantly  annihilated  ;  if  it  were  poflible,  after  a  momentary 
flumber  of  two  hundred  years,  to  diiplay  the  iiew  world  to  the  eyes 
of  a  fpedator,  who  ftill  retained  a  lively  and  recent  impreifion  of 
the  old,  his  furprife  and  his  reflediions  would  furniih  the  pleafing 
fubjed  of  a  philofophical  romance.  The  fcene  could  not  be  more  ad- 

**  See  the  Jila  SanSorum  of  the  Bolland-  ihine  into  the  cavern  ;  and  the  care  of  God 

ills   (Menfis  Julii,   torn.   vi.   p.  375—397•).  himfelf,  who  prefcrved  their  bodies  from  pu- 

This  immenfe  calendar  of  faints,  in  one  hun-  trefailion,   by  turningthem  to  the  right  and 

dred  and   twenty-fix  years    (1644—1770.),  left- 

and  in  fifty  volumes  in  folio,  has  advanced  **  See  d'Herbelot,  Bibliotheqiie  Orientale, 

no  farther  than  the  7th  day  of  October.   The  p.  1 39.  ;  and  Renaudot,  Hill.  Patriarch.  Alex- 

fupprcflion    of  the    Jc.''uito    has  moll  proba-  andrin.  p.  39,  40. 

biy  checked  an  undertaking,  which,  through  *'  Paul,•  the  deacon  of  Aquileia  (de  Gefiis 

the  medium  of  fable  and  fupcrllition,  com-  Langobardorum,  I.  i.  c.  :|.  p.  74^,  746.  edit. 

HUinicates  much  kiftorical  and  philofophical  Grot.),  who  lived  towards  tiie  end   of  the 

inllruilion.  eighth   century,  has  placed  in   a  cavern  un- 

*'  See  Maracci  Alcoran.  Sura  xviii.   tom.  dcr  a  rock,  on   the  fiiore  of  the  ocean,  the 

■  ii.  p.  420-417.   and  torn.  i.  part  iv.  p.  103.  Seven  Sleepers  of  the  North,  whofe  longre- 

With  fuch  an  ample  privilege,  Mahomet  has  pofe  was  refpcftcd  by  the  Barbarians.     Their 

not  Ihevvn  much  taite  or  ingenuity.     He  lia;  drefs  declared  them  to  be  Remans  ;  and  the 

invented  the  dog   (Λ1  Rakim)   of  the   Seven  deacon  conjiftures,  that  they  were  referved 

Sleepers  ;   the  relpeft  of  the  fun,  who  altered  by  Providence  as  the  future  apoilies  of  thofe 

his  courl'c  twice  a  day,  that  he  might  not  unbelieving  countries. 

2  vantageoufly 
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vantageoufly   placed,   than  in   the     two   centuries  which     elapfed    ^^yf,,^" 

between  the  reigns  of  Decius  and  of  Theodofms  the  Younger.     Dur-    ' — -^ — ' 

ing  this  period,  the  feat  of  government  had  been  tranfported  from 

Rome  to  a  new  city  on  the  banks  of  the  Thracian  Bofphorus ;  and 

the  abufe  of  military  fpirit  had  been  fuppreiTed,  by  an  artificial  fyileni 

of  tame  and  ceremonious  fervitude.     The  throne  of  the  perfecuting 

Decius  was  filled  by  a  fucceffion  of  Chriftian  and  orthodox  princes, 

who  had  extirpated  the  fabulous -gods  of  antiquity  :  and  the  public 

devotion  of  the  age  was  impatient  to  exalt  the  faints  and  martyrs  of 

the  Catholic  church,  on   the  altars  of  Diana   and  Hercules.     The 

union  of  the  R.oman  empire  was  diflolved  ;  its  genius  was  humbled 

ία  the  duft ;  and  armies  of  unknown  Barbarians,  iniiing  fro;n  the 

fiOzen  regions  pf  the  North,  had  eftabliihed  their  vidorious  reign 

ovpr  the  faireil  provinces  of  Europe  and  Africa. 


Vol.  in.  Ζ  ζ  CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXXIV. 

The  CharaBer^  Conquefi's^   and  Cotirt  of  y^tiilay  Ki?7g  of 

the    Huns.  —  Death     of    'Theodofius    the    Tsu7iger, 

Elevation  of  Marcian  to  the  Empire  of  the  Εαβ. 


Τ 


HE  weftern  world  was  opprefled  by  the  Goths  and  Vandals. 


Huns  themfelves  were  not  adequate  to  their  power  and  profperity.. 
Their  victorious  hords  had  -fpread  from  the  Volga  to  the  Danube  ; 
but  the  public  force  was  exhaufted  by  the  difcord  of  independent 
chieftains ;  their  valour  was  idly  confumed  in  obfcure  and  predatory 
excurfions;  and  they  often- degraded  their  national  dignity  by  con- 
defcending,  for  the  hopes  of  fpoil,  to  enlift  under  the  banners  of 
their  fugitive  enemies.  In  the  reign  of  Attila',  the  Huns  again 
became  the  terror  of  the  world ;  and  I  ihall  now  defcribe  the  cha- 
radler  and    adtions    of   that  formidable  Barbarian ;  who   alternately 

'  The  authentic  materials  for  the  hiilory  MafFei  OiTervazioni  Litterarie,  torn.  i.  p.  88, . 

of  Attila  may    be   found   in    Jornandes   (de  89.     Whatever  the  modern  Hungarians  have 

Rebus  Geticis,  c.  34— 50.  p.  660— 688.  edit,  added,  mult  be   fabulous;  and  they  do  not 

Grot.)  and  Prifcus  (Excerpta  de  Legationi-  feem  to  have   excelled  in  the  art  of  fidlion. 

bus,  p.  33 — 76.   Paris,   1648.).    I  have  not  They  fuppofe,    that    when    Attila  invaded 

feen   the    lives  of  Attila,   compofed  by  Ju-  Gaul  and  Italy,  married  innumerable  wives, 

vencus   Cxiius   Calanus  Dalmatinus,    in   the  &c.  he  was  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  of 

twelfth  century,  or  by  Nicolas  Olahus,  arch-  age     Thevrocz  Chron.  p.  i.  c.  22.  in  Script. . 

biOiop  of  Gran,  in  the  fixteenth.     See  Maf-  Hungar.  tom.i.  p.  76. 
cou's  Hiilory  of  the  Germans,  ix.  23.  and 

infulted : 
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infulted  and  invaded  the  Eaft  and  the  Weft,  and  urged  the  rapid    CHAP 


downfal  of  the  Roman  empire.  ' — -v-— — » 

In  the  tide  of  emigration,  which  impetuoufly  rolled  from  the  Their  efta- 
confines  of  China  to  thofe  of  Germany,  the  moft  powerful  and  po-  modemHun- 
pulous  tribes  may  commonly  be  found  on  the  verge  of  the  Roman  ^ary• 
provinces.  The  accumulated  weight  was  fuftalned  for  a  while  by  ar- 
tificial barriers ;  and  the  eafy  condefcenfion  of  the  emperors  invited» 
without  fatisfying,  the  infolent  demands  of  the  Barbarians,  who  had 
acquired  an  eager  appetite  for  the  luxuries  of  civilized  life.  The 
Hungarians,  who  ambitiouily  infert  the  name  of  Attila  among  their 
native  kings,  may  affirm  with  truth,  that  the  hords,  which  were 
fubjedt  to  his  uncle  Roas,  or  Rugilas,  had  formed  their  encampments 
within  the  limits  of  modern  Hungary  *,  in  a  fertile  country,  which 
liberally  fupplied  the  wants  of  a  nation  of  hunters  and  iliepherds. 
In  this  advantageous  fituation,  Rugilas,  and  his  valiant  brothers,  who 
continually  added  to  their  power  and  reputation,  commanded  the 
alternative  of  peace  or  war  with  the  two  empires.  His  alliance  with 
the  Romans  of  the  Weft  was  cemented  by  his  perfonal  friendihip  for 
the  great  Jitius  ;  who  was  always  fecure  of  finding,  in  the  Barba- 
rian camp,  a  hofpitable  reception,  and  a  powerful  fupport.  At  his 
folicitation,  and  in  tlie  name  of  John  the  ufurper,  fixty  thoufand 
Huns  advanced  to  the  confines  of  Italy  ;  their  march  and  their 
retreat  were  alike  expenfive  to  the  ftate ;  and  the  grateful  policy  of 
JEuus  abandoned  the  pofleflion  of  Pannonia  to  his  faithful  confede- 
rates.    The  Romans  of  the  Eaft  were  not  lefs  apprehenfive  of  the 

'■  Hungary  has  been  fuccelTively  occupied  The  Frodromus  and  Nctitia  of  Matthew  Be- 
by  three  Scythian  colonies,  i .  The  Huns  of  lius,  appear  to  contain  a  rich  fund  of  inform. 
Attila;  2.  the  Abares,  in  the  fixth  century;  ation  concerning  ancient  and  modern  Hun- 
and,  3.  the  Turks  or  Magiars-,   A.  D.   S89.  ;  gary.  I  have  feen  theextraftsin  Bibliotheque 

the  immediate  and  genuine  anceftors  of  the  Ancienne  et  Moderne,  torn.  xxii.  p.  i -j 

modern  Hungarians,  whofe  connexion  with  and  Bibliothecjue  Raifonneej    torn.  xvi.  p. 

the  two  former  is  extremely  fainfand  remote.  127 — 175. 

L•  T-  Ζ  arms 
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^xxxiv'  ^^'^^  "■^  Rugilas,  which  threatened  the  provinces,  or  even  the  capi- 
^— v--—'  tal.  Some  eccleiiailical  hiftorians  haveUeftroyed  the  Barharians  with 
hghtning  and  peftilence  ^ ;  but  Theodofius  was  reduced  to  the  more 
humble  expedient  of  ftipulating  an  annual  payment  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  of  gold,  and  of  dilguifmg  this  diihonourable  tribute 
by  the  title  of  general,  which  the  king  of  the  Huns  condefcended  to 
accept.  The  public,  tranquillity  was  frequently  interrupted  by  the 
fierce,  impatience  of  the  Barbarians,  and  the  perfidious  intrigues  of 
the  Byzantine  court.  Four  dependent  nations,  among  whom  we 
may  dlflinguiih  the  Bavarians,  difclaim.ed  the  fovereignty  of  the 
Huns  ;  and  their  revolt  was  encouraged  and  protected  by  a  Roman 
alliance  ;  till  the  juft  claims j  and  formidable  power,  of  Rugilas,  were 
effectually  urged  by  the  voice  of  Eflaw  his  ambafllidor.  Peace  was 
the  unanimous  willi  of  the  fenate :  their  decree  was  ratified  by  the 
emperor  j  and  two  ambaffadors  were  named,  PUnthas,  a  general  of 
Scythian  extraction,  but  of  confular  rank  ;  and  the  quieftor  Epigenes, 
a  wife  and  experienced  ftatefman,  who  was  recommended  to  that 
office  by  his  ambitious  colleague. 
Reign  of  The  death  of  Rugilas  fufpended  the  progrefs  of  the  treaty.     His 

A.  0/433—  two  nephews,  Attila  and  Bleda,  who  fucceeded  to  the  throne  of 
their  uncle,  confented  to  a  perfonal  interview  with  the  ambaffadors 
of  Conftantinople  ;  but  as  they  proudly  refufed  to  difmount,  the  bu- 
fmefs  was  tranfaded  on  horfeback,  in  a  fpacious  plain  near  the 
city  of  Margus,  in  the  Upper  Mcefia.  The  kings  of  the  Huns 
affumed  the  folid  benefits,  as  well  as  the  vain  honours,  of  the  nego- 
ciation.  They  dictated  the  conditions  of  peace,  and  each  condition 
was  an  infult  on  the  majefty  of  the  empire.     Befides  the  freedoni 

^  Socrates,  1  vH.  c.  43.  Theodoret,  1..  v.  oully  contends  (Hiil.  des  Emp.  torn.  vi.  p^ 
c.  36.  Tillemont,  who  always  depends  on  136.  607.),  that  the  wars  and  perfonages  were 
the  faith  of  his  ecdefiaftical  authors,  ilrenu-    not  the  fame. 

of 
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of  a  fiiie  and  plentiful   market  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  they    c  U'  a  v. 

required  that  the  annual  contribution  ihould  be  augmerited   from    ,  ''_^ L, 

three  hundred  and  fifty,  to  feven  hundred,  pounds  of  gold  ;  that  a 
fine,  cr  ranfom,  of  eight  pieces  of  gold,  ihould  be  paid  for  every 
Roman  captive,  who  had  efcaped  from  his  Barbarian  mafter ; 
that  the  emperor  ihould  renounce  all  treaties  and  engagements 
with  the  enemies  of  the  Huns  ;  and  that  all  the  fugitives,  who 
had  taken  refuge  in  the  court,  or  provinces,  of  Theodofius,  ihould 
be  delivered  to  the  juftice  of  their  offended  fovereign.  This  juftice 
was  rigoroufly  infliiiled  on  fome  unfortunate  youths  of  a  royal  race. 
They  were  crucified  on  the  territories  of  the  empire,  by  the  command 
of  Attila:  and,  as  foon  as  the  king  of  the  Huns  had  imprefled  the 
Romans  with  the  terror  of  his  name,  he  indulged  them  in  a  lliorC 
and  arbitrary  refpite,  whilft  he  fubdued  the  rebellious  or  independent 
nations  of  Scythia  and  Germany  *. 

Attila,  the  fon  of  Mundzuk,  deduced  his  noble,  perhaps  his  regal,  ^-^  ^^^^.^ 
defcent '  from  the  ancient  Huns,  who  had  formerly  contended  \vith   ^"'^  charac- 

ter; 

the  monarchs  of  China.  His  features,  according  to  the  obfervation 
of  a  Gothic  hiftorian,  bore  the  ftamp  of  his  national  origin  ;  and  the 
portrait  of  Attila  exhibits  the  genuine  deformity  of  a  modern  Cal- 
muck  * ;  a  large  head,  a  fwarthy  complexion,  fmall  deep-feated  eyes, 
a  flat  nofe,  a  few  hairs  in  the  place  of  a  beard,  broad  ihoulders,  and 
a  fhort  fquare  body,  of  nervous  ftrength,  though  of  a  difproportioned 
form.  The  haughty  ftep  and  demeanour  of  the  king  of  the  Huns  ex^ 
prefled  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  fuperiority  above  the  reft  of  mankind; 

*    See  Prifcus,   p.  47,  48.    and  Hift.  des    h's  father's  real  name  (de  Guignes,  Hill,  des 
Peoples  de  I'Europe,  torn.  vii.  c.  xii,  xiii,     Huns,  tom.ii.  p.  297.). 
xiv,  XV.  *  Compare  Jornandes  (c.  35.  p.  661.)  with  , 

,  η  τ                          n-u           ■         tj  FufFon,     Hill.   Naturelle,    torn.   iii.   p.    iSo. 

'  Pnfcus,  p.  30.       The  moaeni  Hiinga-  rr..     r            ,     ,         •   ,            ,r          y-   0°^- ■ 

,    ,        ,    ,.               ,               ,r,  1  he  former  had  a  right  to  obferve,  orjffinis 

rians  have   deduced  his  genealogy,    which  r      r„   ,      a;.             r^,,      ,       λ         j 

^           °-"  fus  iigna  reftituens.     The  charatler  and  por- 

.ifcends,  in  the  thirty-fifth  degree,  to  Ham  trait  of  Attila  are  probably  tranfcribed  from 

the  fen  cf  Noah;,  yet  they  are  ignorant  of  Caffiodotius, 
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CHAP,    and  he  had  a  cuftom  of  fiercely  rolling  his  eyes,  as  if  he  wiihed 

XXXIV.  • 

V  -_-  'i  to  enjoy  the  terror  which  he  infplred.  Yet  this  favage  hero  was 
not  inacceflible  to  pity:  his  fuppliant  enemies  might  confide  in  the 
aflurance  of  peace  or  pardon  ;  and  Attila  was  confidered  by  his  fub- 
jedls  as-a  juft  and  indulgent  mafter.  He  delighted  in  war ;  but,  after 
he  had  afcended  the  throne  in  a  mature  age,  his  head,  rather  than 
his  hand,  atchieved  the  conqueft  of  the  North  ;  and  the  fame  of  an 
adventurous  foldier  was  ufefuUy  exchanged  for  that  of  a  prudent  and 
fuccefsful  general.  The  effeds  of  perfonal  valour  are  fo  inconfider- 
able,  except  in  poetry  or  romance,  that  vidory,  even  among  Bar- 
barians, muft  depend  on  the  degree  of  ikill,  with  which  the  paffions 
of  the  multitude  are  combined  and  guided  for  the  fei-vice  of  a  fingle 
man.  The  Scythian  conquerors,  Attila  and  Zingis,  fui-pafled  their 
Tude  countrymen  in  art,  rather  than  in  courage ;  and  it  may  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  monarchies,  both  of  the  Huns,  and  cf  the  Moguls, 
were  ereited  by  their  founders  on  the  bafis  of  popular  fuperftition. 
The  miraculous  conception,  which  fraud  and  credulity  afcribed  to 
the  virgin-mother  of  Zingis,  raifed  him  above  the  level  of  human 
nature  j  and  the  naked  prophet,  who,  in  the  name  of  the  Deity,  in- 
veiled  him  with  the  empire  of  the  earth,  pointed  the  valour  of  the 
Moguls  with  irrefiftible  enthufiafm  ^.  The  religious  arts  of  Attila 
were  not  lefs  ikilfuUy  adapted  to  the  character  of  his  age  arid 
country.  It  was  natural  enough,  that  the  Scythians  ihould  adore, 
with  peculiar  devotion,  the  god  of  war  ;  but  as  they  were  incapable 
of  forming  either  an  abftraft  idea,  or  a  corporeal  reprefentation,  they 
worihipped  their  tutelar  deity  under  the  fymbol  of  an  iron  cimeter  °. 

One 

'  Abulphar.ig.  Dynaft.  verf.  Pocock,   p.  thirteenth  century  (fee  the  feventh  volume  of 

281.     Genealogical  Hiftory  of  the  Tartars,  the  Hiftoire  des Voyages),  e.xprefs  the  popular 

by  Abulghazi  BahaderKhan,  part  iii.  c.  15.  language  and  opinions ;     Zingis  is  ftyled  the 

part  iv.  c.  3.     Vie  de  Gengifcan,  par  Petit  Son  of  God,  Src.  &c. 

de  la  Croixy  1.  i.  c.  i.  6.     The  relations  of  '  Ncc  templum  apud  eos  vifitur,  aut  dclu- 

•the  4niffionaries,  who  vifited  Tartar/  in  the  brum,   ne   tugurium  quidem  culmo  teftura 

cemi 
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One  of  the  iliepherds  of  the  Huns  perceived,  that  a  heifer,  who  was  ^  ^vfv^' 
grazing,  had  wounded  herfelf  in  the  foot,  and  curioufly  followed  ^— — - — -^ 
the  track  of  the  blood,  till  he  difcoveved,  among  the  long  grafs,  the  ^,^e'fwoTd  of• 
point  of  an  ancient  fword ;  which  he  dug  out  of  the  ground,  and  ^*"' 
prefented  to  Attila.  That  magnanimous,  or  rather  that  artful,  prince 
accepted,  with  pious  gratitude,  this  celeftial  favour  ;  and,  as  the  right- 
ful pofleiTor  of  the /word  of  Mars,  aflerted  his  divine  and  indefeafible 
claim  to  the  dominion  of  the  earth  *.  If  the  rites  of  Scythia  were 
pradtifed  on  this  folemn  occafion,  a  lofty  altar,  or  rather  pile  of 
faggots,  three  hundred  yards  in  length  and  in  breadth,  was  raifed  in 
a  fpacious  plain ;  and  the  fword  of  Mars  was  placed  eredl  on  the 
fummit  of  this  ruftic  altar,  which  was  '  annually  confecrated  by  the 
blood  of  iheep,  horfes,  and  of  the  hundredth  captive  ".  Whether 
human  facrifices  formed  any  part  of  the  worihip  of  Attila,  or  whether 
he  propitiated  the  god  of  war  with  the  vidlims  Λvhich  he  continually 
offered  in  the  field  of  battle,  the  favourite  of  Mars  foon  acquired  a 
facred  charadler,  which  rendered  his  conquefts  more  eafy,  and  more 
permanent  ;  and  the  Barbarian  princes  confefled,  in  the  language  of 
devotion  or  flattery,  that  they  could  not  prefume  to  gaze,  with  a 
fteady  eye,  on  the  divine  majefty  of  the  kitig  of  the  Huirs  ".  His 
brother  Bleda,  who  r£lgned  over   a  confiderable  part  of  the  nation, 

cerni   ufqunm   poteft;  feJ  gladius  Barbarico         "  Herodot.  1.  iv.  c.  Si.     For  the  fake  of 

ritu  humi  figiiur  nudus,   eumque   iit  Martem  ceconomy,  I  have  caculated  by  the  fnalleft 

regionam   quas  circumcircant  prafuiem  ve-  ftadium.     In  the  human  facrifices,  they  cut 

recundius  c-olunt.     Ammian.  Marcellin.  xxxi.  rr  u    /τ.     υ  j  <•  i       -^.  ,.  , 

,,,  jTvT.        cT-ju       •  oft  the  Ihoulder  and  arm  of  the  viflim,  which 

2.  and  the  learned  Notes  of  Ltndenbrogius  .        ,  ... 

end  Valefius.  '     ^  threw  up  into  the  air,  and  drew  omens 

5  Prifcus  relates  this  remarkable  ftory,  both  ^'"'^  prefages  from  themanner  of  their  falling 

.in  his  own  text  (p.  65.),  and  in  the'quotatioji  on  the  pile. 

made    by  Jornandcs   (c.   3,-.  p.   662.)•     He         "   Prii'cus,  p.  55.     A  more  civilized  hero, 

might  have  explained  the  tradition,  or  fable,  Auguftus  himfelf,  waspleafed,  if  the  perfon 

which  charafterifed  this  famous,  fword,  and  on  whom  he  fixed  his  eyes  feemed  unable  to 

the  name,  as  well  as  attributes,  of  the  Scy-  j-^ppo^t  their  divine  luilre.     Sueton.   in  Au- 
thian  deity,  whom  he  has  tranflated  into  the         λ 

Mars  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  °     •    ■  79' 
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^,',','^/•  was  compelled  to  rcfign  his  fceptre,  and  his  life.  Yet  even  this 
v_— V— '  cruel  &Ci  was  attributed  to  a  fupcrnatural  impulie ;  and  the  vigour 
v.'ith  which  Attila  wielded  the  fvvord  of  Mars,  convinced  the  world, 
that  it  had  been  referved  alone  for  his  invincible  arm  '\  But  the  ex- 
tent of  his  empire  affords  the  only  remaining  evidence  of  the  num- 
ber, and  importance,  of  his  vidtories ;  and  the  Scythian  monarch, 
however  ignorant  of  the  value  of  fcience  and  philofophy,  might, 
perhaps,  lament,  that  his  illiterate  fubjeds  vrere  deftitute  of  the  art 
which  could  perpetuate  the  memory  of  his  exploits, 
and  acqirrcs        j£  ^  ^^^  ^f  feparation  were  drawn  between  the  civilized  and  the 

■t  ie  einnirc  '■ 

ci  Scythia  favage  climates  of  the  globe  J  between  the  inhabitants  of  cities,  who 
Bj'.  "  cultivated  tlie  earth,  and  the  hunters  and  iliepherds,  who  dwelt  in 
tents,  Attila  might  afpire  to  the  title  of  fupreme  and  fole  monarch  of 
tlic  Barbarians  ".  He  alone,  among  the  conquerors  of  ancient  and 
modern  times,  united  the  two  mighty  kingdoms  of  Germany  and 
.Scythia  ;  and  thofe  vague  iippellations,  when  they  are  applied  to  his 
reign,  may  be  underftood  with  an  ample  latitude.  Thuringia, 
which  ftretched  beyond  its  adlual  limits,  as  far  as  the  Danube,  was 
in  the  number  of  his  provinces  :  he  interpofed,  with  the  weight  of  a 
powerful  neighbour,  in  the  domeilic  affairs  of  the  Franks ;  and  one 
of  his  lieutenants  chaftifed,  and  almoil  exterminated,  the  Burgun- 
dians  of  the  Rhine.  He  fubdued  the  iflands  of  the  ocean,  the  king- 
doms of  ScandinavLi,  encompa-fied  and  divided  by  the  waters  of  the 
Baltic;  and  the  Huns  might  derive  a  tribute  of  furs  from  that  northern 
region,  which  has  been  proteded  from  all  other  conquerors  by  the  feve- 
rity  of  the  climate,  and  the  courage  of  the  natives.  Towards  the  Eaft, 

'^  The  count  de  Buat  (ΗΙΛ.  des  Peuples  r.udita  ante    fe  potentia,    folus  Scythica  et 

de  I'Europe,  torn.  vii.  p.  42'',  429.)  attempts  Gcrmanicaregna  poffedit.     Jornandes,  c.49. 

to  clear  Attila  from  the  murder  of  his  bro-  p.  6P4.    Prifcus,  p.  64,  65.    M.  deGuignef, 

thcr  ;    and  is  almoft  inclined   to   rejeft  the  by   his   knowledge  of  the  Chinefe,  has  ac- 

•concurrent  teflimony  of  Jornandes,  and  the  quired  (torn.  ii.  p.   295  —  301.)  an  adequate 

contemporary  Chronicles,  idea  of  the  empire  of  Attila. 

'-*  Portiffimarum  gentium  dominus, quiin- 

il 
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it  Is  difficult  to  circumfcribe  the  dominion  of  Attila  over  the  Scythian    C•  Η  A  P. 

^  XXXIV.. 

deferts ;  yet  we  may  be  aiTuretl,  that  he  reigned  on  the  banks  of  the    v-  -.^-.  ^ 

Volga  ;  that  the  king  of  the  Huns  was  dreaded,  not  only  as  a  war- 
rior, but  as  a  magician  '*  j  that  he  infulted  and  vanquiihed  the  Khan 
of  the  formidable  Geougen  ;  and  that  he  feiit  ambaifadors  to  nego- 
ciate  an  equal  alliance  with  the  empire  of  China.  In  the  proud 
review  of  the  nations  who  acknowledged  th6  fovereignty  of  Attila,. 
and  who  never  entertained,  during  his  lifetime,  the  thought  of  k 
revolt,  the  Gepidse  and  the  Oilrogoths  were  diftingulihed  by  their 
numbers,  their  bravery^  and  the  perfonal  merit  of  their  chiefs. 
The  renowned  Ardaric,  king  of  the  Gepidse,  was  the  faithful  and 
fagacious  counfeilor  of  the  monarch  ;  who  eftcemed  his  intrepid  ge- 
nius, whilft  he  loved  the  mild  and  difcreet  virtues  of  the  noble 
Walamir,  king  of  the  Oilrogoths.  The  crD\vd  of  vulgar  kings,  the 
leaders  of  fo  many  martial  tribes^  who  ferved  under  the  ftandard  of 
Attila,  were  ranged  in  the  fubmiffive  order  of  guards  and  domefticsj 
round  the  perfon  of  their  mafter.  They  watched  his  ftod  ;  they 
trembled  at  his  frown  ;  and,  at  the  firft  fignal  of  his  will,  they  ex^ 
■ecuted,  without  murmui  or  hefitation,  his  ftem  and  abfolute  com- 
mands. In  time  of  peace,  the  dependent  princes,  with  their  na- 
tional troops,  attended  the  royal  camp  in  regular  fucceffion ;  but 
when  Attila  collected  his  military  force,  he  was  able  to  bring  into 
-the  field  an  army  of  five,  or,  according  to  another  account,  of  fever* 
hundred  thoufand  Barbarians  '^ 

'*  See   Hill,  des  Hlins,  Com.  ii.  p.   296.  the  pride  of  Attila  to  his  fubjeft  kings ;  and 

The  Geougen  believed,  that  the  Huns  could  his  tragedy  opens  with  theft  two  ridiculout 

excite   at  pleafure,   llorms  of  wind  and  rairh.  lines: 

This  pha;nomenon  was  produced  by  the  ftone         lis  ne  font  pas  venar,  nosdeuxrois!  qu'cn 
■Gezi;  to  whofe   magic  power  the  lofs  of  a  leur  die 

battle  was  afcribed  by  the  Mahometan  Tar-         Qu'ils  fe  font  trop  attendre,  et  qu'Attila 
tars  of  the  fourteenth  century.     See  Chere-  s'enniiic. 

feddin  Ali,  Hill,  de  Tim ur  Bee,  Com.  i.   p.  The  two  kings  of  the  Gepidae  and  the  Oftro- 

Ϊ2,  83.  goths    are   profound    politicians   and   fenti- 

'5  Jornandes,  c.  35.  p.  661.  C.  37.  p.  667.  mental  lovers;  and   the  whole  piece   exhi- 

See  Tillemont,  Hiil.  des   Empereurs,  torn,  bits  the  defers,  without  the  genius,  of  the 

vi.  p.  129.  138.     Corncille  has  reprefented  poet. 

Vol.  III.  3  A  Tht 
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CHAP.        The  ambaiTadoi-s  of  the   Huns  mlehi  awaken  the  attention  of 

XXXIV. 
. 1,    Theodollus,  by  reminding  him,  that  they  were  his  neighbours  botli 

invade  Per-  in  Europe  and  Afia ;  fmce  they  touched  the  Danube  on  one  hand, 
a'd  4  0—  ^^^  reached,  with  the  other,  as  far  as  the  Tanais.  In  the  reign  of 
44°•  his  father  Arcadius,  a  band  of  adventurous  Huns  had  raA'-aged  the. 

provinces  of  the  Eaft  ;  from  whence  they  brought  away  rich,fpoils 
and  innumerable  captives  '^  They  advanced,  by  a  fecret  path,  along 
the  ihores  of  the  Cafpian  fea  ;  travcrfed  the  fnowy  mountains  of 
Armenia ;  pafled  the  Tigris,  the  Euphrates,  and  the  Halys ;  re- 
cruited their  weary  cavalry  with  the  generous  breed  of  Cappadocian 
horfes  ;  occupied  the  hilly  coimtry  of  Cilicia,,  and  difturbed  the  feftd 
fongs,  and  dances,  of  the  citizens  of  Antioch.  Egypt  trembled  at 
their  approach  ;  and  the  monks  and  pilgrims  of  the  Eloly  Land 
prepared  to  efcape  their  fury  by  a  fpeedy  embarkation.  The  me- 
mory of  this  invafion  was  ilill  recent  in  the  minds  of  the  Orientals. 
The  fubjeds  of  Attila  might  execute,  with  fuperior  forces,  the  de- 
fign  which  thefe  adventurers  had  fo  boldly  attempted ;  and  it  foon 
became  the  fubjeit  of  anxious  conje£lure,  whether  the  tempeft  would 
fall  on  the  dominions  of  Rome,  or  of  Perfia.  Some  of  the  great  vaiTab 
of  the  king  of  the  Huns,  who  were  themfelves  in  the  rank  of  poAver- 
ful  princes,  had  been  fent  to  ratify  an  alliance  and  fociety  of  arms 
with  the  emperor,  or  rather  with  the  general,  of  the  Weft.  They 
related,  during  their  refidence  at  Rome,  the  circumftances  of  an  ex- 

"                          alii  per  Cafpia  clauftra  Afl"uetumque   choris  et  laita  plebe  ca- 

Armeniafque    nives,     inopino    tramite  norum 

dafti  Proteiit  imbellem  fonipes  hoftilis  Oron- 

Invadunt   Orientis   opes :    jam   pafcua  tern. 

fumant  Claudian,  in  Rufin.  1.  ii.  2S— 35, 

Cappadocum,  volucrumque  parens  Ar-  See,  likewife,  in  Eutrop.  1.  i.  243—251.  and 

gDeus  eqiiorum.  the  ftrong  defcription  of  Jcrom,  who  wrote 

jam  rubet  altus  Halys,  nee  fe  defendit  from  his  feelings,  tom.i.  p.  26.  ad  Pleliodor. 

iniquo  p.  200.  ad  Ocean.    Pliilollorgius  (1.  ix.  c.  8.) 

Monte   Cilix  ;    Syriio  traftus   vaftantur  mentions  tliis  irruption. 
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pedition,  which  they  had  lately  made  into  the  ΕαίΙ.     After  paffing  a    ^,,νν'^ν'' 

dcfert  and  a  morafs,  fuppofed  by  the  Romans  to  be  the  lake  Moeotis,   '- — >/ ' 

they  penetrated  through  the  mountains,  and  arrived,  at  the  end  of 
fifteeu  days  march,  on  the  confines  of  Media ;  "where  they  advanced 
as  far  as  the  unknown  cities  of  Bafic  and  Curfic.  They  encountered 
the  Perfian  army  in  the  plains  of  Media  ;  and  the  air,  according  to 
their  own  expreiTion,  was  darkened  by  a  cloud  of  arrows.  But 
the  Huns  were  obliged  to  retire,  before  the  numbers  of  the  enemy. 
Their  laborious  retreat  was  eifefted  by  a  different  road;  they  loft 
the  greateft  part  of  their  booty ;  and  at  length  returned  to  the  royal 
camp,  with  fome  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  an  impatient  defire 
of  revenge.  In  the  free  converfation  of  the  Imperial  ambaiTadors, 
who  difcuifed,  at  the  court  of  Attila,  the  chai-a£ler  and  defigns  of 
their  formidable  enemy,  the  minifters  of  Conftantinople  expreifed 
their  hope,  that  his  ftrength  might  be  diverted  and  employed  in  a 
long  and  doubtful  conteft  with  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Saflan. 
The  more  fagacious  Italians  admoniihed  their  Eaftern  brethren  of  the 
folly  and  danger  of  fuch  a  hope;  and  convinced  them,  that  the  Medes 
and  Perfians  were  incapable  of  refifting  the  arms  of  the  Huns  ;  and, 
tb^t  the  eafy  and  important  acquifition  would  exalt  the  pride,  as 
well  as  power,  of  the  conqueror.  Inftead  of  contenting  himfelf  with 
a  moderate  contribution,  and  a  military  title,  which  equalled  him 
only  to  the  generals  of  Theodoftus,  Attila  Avould  proceed  to  impofe 
a  difgraceful  and  intolerable  yoke  on  the  necks  of  the  proftrate  and 
captive  Romans,  who  would  then  be  encompaifed,  on  all  fides,  by 
the  empire  of  the  Huns  "^ 

While  the  powers  of  Europe  and  Afia  were  folicitous  to  avert  the  They  attack 
Impending  danger,  the  alliance  of  Attila  maintained  the  Vandals  in  empire/'^'^ 
the  poiTeiTion  of  Africa.  An  enterprife  had  been  concerted  between  ^'^  '^■^'' 
the  courts  of  Ravenna  and  Conftantinople,  for  the  recovery  of  that 

"  See  the  original  converfation  in  Prifcus,  p.  64,  65. 

3  A  2  valuable 
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C  Η  A  P.  valuable  province ;  and  the  ports  of  Sicily  were  already  filled  with• 
C-^—i../  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  Theodofius.  But  the  fubtle  Gen- 
feric,  who  fpread  hi-s  negociations  rovind  the  world,  prevented  their 
defigns,  by  exciting  the  king  of  the  Huns  to  invade  the  Eaftera 
eliipire  ;  and  a  trifling  incident  foon  became  the  motive,  or  pretence,, 
of  a  deftrudive  war  '^  Under  the  faith  of  the  treaty  of  Margus,  a 
free  market  was  held  on  the  northern  fide  of  the  Danube,  which  was- 
protected  by  a  Roman  fortrefs,  furnamed  Cbnftantia.  A  troop  of 
Barbarians  violated  the  commercial  fecurity  :  killed^  or  difperfed,  the 
anfufpeding  traders ;  and  levelled  the  fortrels  with  the  ground.. 
The  Huns  juftihed  this  outrage  as  an  Ά&.  of  reprifal ;  alleged,  that 
the  biihop  of  Margus•  had  entered,  their  territories,,  to  difcover  and 
fteal  a  fecret  treafure  of  their  kings  ;  andfternly  demanded  tke  guilty 
prelate,  the  facriieglDUS  fpoil,  and  the  fugitive  fubjedls,  who  had 
efcaped  from  the  juftice  of  Attila.  The  refufal  of  the  Byzantine 
court  was  the  fignal  of  war ;  and  the  Mxfians  at  firft  applauded  the 
generous  firmnefs  of  their  fovereign.  But  they  were  foon  intimidated 
by  the  deilrudion  of  Viminiacum  and  the  adjacent  towns ;  and  the• 
people  was  perfuaded  to  adopt  the  convenient  maxim,  that  a  pri-' 
vate  citizen,  however  innocent  or  reipedtable,  may  be  juftly  facri- 
ficed  to  the  fafety  of  his  country.  The  biiliop  of  Margus,  who 
did  not  poflefs  the  fpirit  of  a  martyr»  refolved  to  prevent  the  defigns 
which  he  fufpeded.  He  boldly  treated  with  the  princes  o£  the 
Huns ;  fecured,.  by  folemn  oaths,,  his  pardon  and  reward ;  pofted 
a  numerous  detachment  of  Barbarians,  in  filent  ambufh,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Danube  ;  and,  at  the  appointed  hour,  opened,  with  his  own 

"'  Prifcus,  p.  351.     His  hiftory  contained  Marcellinus,  ?rofper-Tyro,  and  the  author 

a  copious   and   elegant  account  of  the  war  of  the   Alexandrian,  or  Pafchal,  Chronicle. 

(Evagrius,  1.    i.   c.    17.);    but   the  extrafts '  M.  de  .Buat  (Hift.  des  Peuples  de  I'Europe, 

which  relate  ro   the   cmbaffies  are   the  only  torn.  vii.  c.  xv.)  has  examined  the  caufe,  the 

parts  that  have  reached  our  times.     The  ori-  circumilances,  and  the  duration,  of  this  war  ; 

ginal  work  was  accelTible,  however,  to  the  and  will  not  allow  it  to  extend  beyond  the 

writers,  from  whom  we  borrow  ourimperfeft  year  four  hundred  and  forty-four, 
knowledge,  Jornaiides,  Theophanes,  Count 

6  hand. 
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hand,  the  gates  of  his  epifcopal  city.      This  advantage,  which  had    CHAP. 

been  obtained  by  treachery,  ferved  as  a  prelude  to  more  honourable    ' .     -,-  _j 

and  decilive  vidlories.      The  Illyrian  frontier  was  covered  by  a  line  of 

caftles  and  fortrefles  ;  and  though   the  greateft  part  of  theirr  con- 

fifted  only  of  a  fingle  tower,  with  a  fmall  garrifon,  they  were  com-- 

monly  fufiicient  to  repel,  or  to  intercept,  the  inroads  of  an  enemy,. 

who  was  Ignorant  of  the  art,  and  impatient  of  the  delay,  of  a  re*• 

gular  fiege.     But  thefe  flight  obfl:acles  wei'e  inftantly  fwept  away  by 

the  inundation  of  the  Huns  ".     They  deftroyed,  with  fire  arid  fword, 

the  populous  cities  of  Sirmium  and  Singidunum,  of  Ratiaria  and 

Marcianapolis,  of  NaiiTus  and  Sardica  ;  Λvhere  every  cuxumftance,  in 

the  difcipline  of  the  people,  and  the  conilrudlion  of  the   buildings, 

had  been  gradually  adapted  to  the  fole  purpofe  of  defence.     The  ^"'^  ravage 

Europe,  as 

whole   breadth  of  Europe,  as  it  extends  above  five  hundred  miles  far  as  Con- 
from  the  Euxine  to  the  Hadriatic,  was  at  once  invaded,  and  occu-      "^"°P'^• 
pied,  and  defolated,  by  the  myriads  of  Barbarians  whom  Attila  led 
into  the  field.     Tlie  public  danger  and  diftrefs  could  not,   however, 
provoke  Theodofius  to  interrupt  his  amufements  and  devotion,  or 
fo  appear  in  perfon  at  the  head  of  the  Roman  legions.    But  the  troops,, 
which  had  been  fent  againft  Genferic,   Λvere  haftily  recalled  from 
Sicily ;  the  garrifons,  on  the  fide  of  Perfia,  were  exhaufted  ;  and  a 
military  force  was  colleded  in  Europe,  formidable  by  their  arms 
and  numbers,  if  the  generals   had  underftood   the  fcience  of  com- 
mand, and  their  foldiers  the  duty  of  obedience.     The   armies  of  the 
Eaftern  empire  were  vanquiflied  in  three  fucceffive   engagements  ; 
and  the  progrefs  of  Attila  may  be  traced  by  the  fields  of  battle.  The 
two  former,  on  th£  banks   of  the  Utus,   and  under  the   walls   of 
Marcianapolis,,  were  fought  in  the  extenfive  plains  between  the  Da- 
's Procopius,    de   Edificiis,    I.   iv.    c.    5.     Juftinian  ;  but  they  were  foon  fleilroyed  by 
Thefe    fortrefles    were    afterwards    reftored,     the  Abares,  who  fucceeded  to  the  power  and 
jltengthened,  and  enlarged  by  the  emperor    polTeffions  of  the  Huns. 

nube 
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C  Η  A  P.    n\ibe  and  IMount  liGemus.     As  the  Romans  were  prefled  by  λ  vie 
XXXI  v.  • 

« , '   torious  enemy,  they  gradually,  and  unikilfuUy,  retired  towards  the 

Cherfoneius  of  Thrace ;  and  tliat  narro\v  peninfula,  the  laft  extre- 
mity of  the  land,  was  marked  by  their  third,  and  irreparable,  de- 
feat. By  the  deftruftion  of  this  army,  Attila  acquii-ed  the  indif- 
putable  pofleffion  of  the  field.  From  the  Hellefpont  to  Thermopylx, 
■And  the  fuburbs  of  Conftantinople,  he  ravaged,  without  refiftance, 
and  without  mercy,  the  provinces  of  Thrace  and  Macedonia.  Hera- 
cleaand  Hadrianople  might,  perhaps,  efcape  this  dreadful  irruption 
of  the  Huns;  but  the  words,  the  moft  expreffive  of  total  extirpa- 
tion and  erafure,  are  applied  to  the  calamities  which  tliey  inflidled 
on  fcA'-enty  cities  of  the  Eaftern  empire  *".  Theodofius,  his  court, 
and  the  unwarlike  people,  were  protected  by  the  walls  of  Conftan- 
tinople ;  but  thofe  walls  had  been  Ihaken  by  a  recent  earthquake,  and 
the  fall  of  fifty-eight  towers  had  opened  a  lai^e  and  tremendous 
breach.  The  damage  indeed  was  fpeeduy  repaired  ;  but  this  acci- 
dent was  aggravated  by  a  fuperftitious  fear,  that  Heaven  itfelf  had 
delivered  the  Imperial  city  to  the  ihepherds  of  Scythia,  who  were 
ftrangers  to  the  laws,  the  language,  and  the  religion,  of  the  Ro- 
mans ". 
TheSc^thi-  In  all  their  invafions  of  the  civilized  empires  of  the  South,  the 
w^r^^'"''  Scythian  ihepherds  have  been  uniformly  aftuated  by  a  favage  and 
deftrudlive  fpirit.  The  laws  of  war,  that  reftrain  the  exercife  of 
national  rapine  and  murder,  are  founded  on  two  principles  of  fub- 
ftantial  intereft  :  the  knowledge  of  the  permanent  benefits  which  may 
be  obtained  by  a  moderate  ufe  of  conqueft;  and  a  juft  apprehenfion, 

"Septuagintacivitates  (faysProfper-Tyro)  this  memorable   earthquake;  which  was  feh 

deprsdatione  vaftatce.    The  language  of  count  as   far   from   Conftantinople  as  Antioch  and 

Marcellinus  is  Itill  more  forcible.   Pene  totam  Alexandria,  and  is  celebrated  by  all  the  cccle- 

Europant-,  invafis   εχάβ/ψιβ  civitatibus  atque  fiaftical  writers.     In   the  hands  of  a  popuKir 

caftellis,  conrafit.  peacher,  an  earthquake  is  a»  engine  of  ad- 

^'  Tillemont  (Hift.  des  Empereurs,  torn,  mirabic  cfi'ecl. 
vi.  p.  106,  107.)  has  paid  great  attention  t 

s  kft 
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left  the  dcfolalion  which  \ve  infiiil  on  the  enemy's  country,  may  be  C  Η  a  p. 
retaUated  on  cur,  own.  But  thefe  confiderations  of  hope  and  fear  >-«=.->,——/ 
are  ahnoft  unknown  in  the  paftoral  ftate  of  nations.  The  Huns  of 
Attila  may,  without  injuftice,  be  compared  to  the  Moguls  and  Tar- 
tars, before  their  primitive  manners  v^'ere  changed  by  rehgion  and 
luxury  ;  and  the  evidence  of  Oriental  hiftory  may  reflect  feme  light 
on  the  fliort  and  imperfea  annals  of  Rome.  After  the  Moguls  had 
fubdued  the  northern  provinces  of  China,  it  was  ferioufly  pro- 
pofed,  not  in  the  hour  of  vidory  and  paiTion,  but  in  calm  delibe- 
rate council,  to  exterminate  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  populous 
country,  that  the  vacant  land  might  be  co,nveite;d  to  the  pailure  of 
cattle.  The  finnnefs  of  a  Chinefe  mandarin  ",  who  infmuated  fome 
principles  of  rational  policy  into  the  mind  of  Zingis,  diverted  hira 
from  the  execution  of  this  horrid  defign.  But  in  the  cities  of  Afia, 
which  yielded  to  the  Moguls,  the  inhuman  abufe  of  the  rights  of  war 
was  exercifed,,  with  a  regular  form  of  difcipline,  which  may,  with 
equal  reafon,  though  not  with  equal  authority,  be  imputed  to  the 
vldorious  Huns.  The  inhabitants,  who  had  fubmitted  to  their  dif- 
cretion,  were  ordered  to  evacuate  their  houfes,  and  to  alTemble  in 
fome  plain  adjacent  to  the  city ;  where  a  divifion  Avas  made  of  the 
vanquiihed  into  three  parts.  The  firft  clafs  confifted  of  the  foldiers  of 
the  garrifon,  and  of  the  young  men  capable  of  bearing  arms ;  and 
their  fate  was  inftantly  decided  :  they  were  either  inlifted  among  the 
Moguls,  or  they  were  maifacred  on  the  fpot  by  the  troops,  who, 
with  pointed  fpears  and  bended  bows,  had  formed  a  circle  round 
the  captive  multitude.  The  fecond  clafs,  compofed  of  the  young  and 
beautiful  women,  of  the  artificers  of  every  rank  and  profeifion,  and 

'^  He  rcprefented,  to  the  emperor  of  the  800,000  pieces  of  filk.     Gaubil.  Hift.  de  la 

Moguls,  that  the  four   provinces   (Petcheli,  Dynaftie   des  Mongous,   p.   58,  59.     Yelut- 

Chantong,  Chanfi,  and  Leaotcng)  which  he  choufay  (fuch  was  the  name  of  the  mandarin) 

already  pofleiTcd,  might  annually  produce,  was  a  wife  and  virtuous  minifter,  who  faved 

under  a  mild  aJminiftration,  500,000  ounces  his   country,  and  civilized  the  conquerors.• 

of  filver,    400,000  mcafures  of  rice,    and  See  p.  102,  103. 

of/ 


368  THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 

^  Yvfv^'    °^  ^^^^  more  wealthy  or  honourable  citizens,  from  whom  a  private 

« . '    ranfom  might  be  expeded,  was  diftributed  in  equal  or  proportionable 

lots.  The  remainder,  whofe  life  or  death  was  alike  ulelefs  to  the 
conquerors,  were  permitted  to  return  to  the  city ;  which,  in  the 
mean  while,  had  been  ftripped  of  its  valuable  furniture  ;  and  a  tax 
was  impofed  on  thofe  wretched  inhabitants  for  the  indulgence  of 
breathing  their  native  air.  Such  was  the  behaviour  of  the  Moguls, 
when  they  were  not  confcioiis  of  any  extraordinary  rigour  ".  But 
the  moil  cafual  provocation,  the  ilighteft  motive,  of  caprice  or  con- 
venience, often  provoked  them  to  involve  a  whole  people  in  an  in- 
difcriminate  malfacre  :  and  the  ruin  of  fome  flouriihing  cities  was 
executed  with  fuch  unrelenting  perfcA'-erance,  that,  according  to  their 
own  expreiTion,  horfes  might  run,  without  ftumbling,  over  the 
ground  where  they  had  once  flood.  The  three  great  capitals  of  Kho- 
rafan,  Maru,  Neifabour,  and  Herat,  were  deftroyed  by  the  armies 
of  Zingis  ;  and  the  exaifl  account,  which  was  taken  of  the  ilain, 
amounted  to  four  millions  three  hundred  and  forty-feven  thoufand 
perfons''*.  Timur,  or  Tamerlane,  Λναβ  educated  in  a  lefs  barbarous 
age  ;  and  in  the  profeiTion  of  the  Mahometan  religion  :  yet,  if  Attila 
equalled  the  hoftile  ravages  of  Tamerlane  '',  either  the  Tartar  or  the 
Hun  might  deferve  the  epithet  of  the  Scourge  of  God  ^, 

ft 

"'  Particular   infian<;c5  would  be  enJl-ers  ;  his   camp   before  Delhi,    Timur   inaflacred 

but  the  curious  reader  may  coiifuh  the  life  of  100,000  Indian  prifoners  ».'hohadym;/fi/wheii 

Gengifcan,  by  Petit  de  la  Croix,  the  Hiftoire  the  army  of  their  countrymen   appeared   in 

des  Mongous,   and  the  fifteenth   book  of  the  f:ght  (Hirt.  de  Timur  Bee,  torn.  iii.  p.  90.). 

Hillory  of  the  .Huns.  The  people  of  Ifpaban  fapplied  70,000  hu- 

^*  At  Maru,  1,300,000  ;  at  lierat,  man  fculls.for  the  ilrujilure  of  ftveral  lofty 
1,600,000;  atNeifabour,  1,747,000.  D'Her-  towers  (Id.  torn  i.  p.  434.)•  A  fimilar  tax 
belot,  Bibliotheque  Orisntale,  p.  3^0,  381.  was  levied  on  the  revolt  of  Bagdad  (tom.  iii. 
J  ufe  the  orthography  of  d'Anville's  maps.  p.  370.)  ;  and  the  exa^  account,  which  Che- 
It  mull  however  be  allowed,  that  the  Per-  refeddin  was  not  able  to  procure  from  thi 
fians  were  difpofed  to  exaggerate  their  loffta,  properOlhcers,  is  ftated  by  another  hiftorian 
and  the  Moguls,   to. magnify  their  exploitt.  (Ahmed   Arabfiada,    tom.   ii.   p.   175.  verf. 

*'  Cherefcddin  Ali,  his  fervile  panegyrift,  Manger)  at  90,000  heads, 

would  afford  as  aiany.Lorrid  examples.     In  '"'  The  ancients,  Jornandes,  Prifcus,  kc. 

arc 
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It  may  be  affirmed,  with  bolder  aiTurauce,  that  the  Huns  depo- 
pulated the  provinces  of  the  empire,  by  the  number  of  Roman 
fubjefts  whom  they  led  away  into  captivity.  In  the  hands  of  a  wife 
legiflator,  fuch  an  induftrious  colony  might  have  contributed  to  dif- 
fufe,  through  the  deferts  of  Scythia,  the  rudiments  of  the  ufeful  and 
ornamental  arts ;  but  thefe  captives,  Λνΐιο  had  been  taken  in  war, 
w^ere  accidentally  difperfed  among  the  hords,  that  obeyed  the  empire 
of  Attila.  The  eftimate  of  their  τεΓρεί^Λ^ε  A'^alue  was  formed  by  the 
fimple  judgment  of  unenlightened,  and  unprejudiced,  Barbarians. 
Perhaps  they  might  not  underftand  the  merit  of  a  theologian, 
profoundly  ikilled  in  the  controverfies  of  the  Trinity  and  the 
Incarnation :  yet  they  refpeded  the  minifters  of  every  religion  ; 
and  the  adive  zeal  of  the  Chriftian  miffionaries,  without  approaching 
the  perfon,  or  the  palace,  of  the  monarch,  fuccefsfully  laboured  in 
the  propagation  of  the  gofpel ".  The  paftoral  tribes,  who  were  ig- 
norant of  the  diftindion  of  landed  property,  muft  have  difregarded 
the  ufe,  as  well  as  the  abufe,  of  civil  jurifprudence  ;  and  the  fkill  of 
an  eloquent  lawyer  could  excite  only  their  contempt,  or  their  ab- 
horrence ".  The  perpetual  intercourfe  of  the  Huns  and  the  Goths 
had  communicated  the  familiar  knowledge  of  the  two  national  dia- 
lers ;  and  the  Barbarians  were  ambitious  of  converfing  in  Latin,  the 

are  ignorant  of  this  epithet-      The  modem  fecure  of  gaining  the  fons  and  grandfons  of 

Hungarians  have  imagined,  that  it  was  ap-  Zingis,    who   treated   the    rival    miffionaries 

plied,  by  a  hermit  of  Gaul,  to  Attila,  who  with  impartial  favour. 

was  pleafed  toinfertit  among  the  titles  of  his         "  The  Germans,  who  exterminated  Varus 

roy^l  dignity.     Mafcou,  ix.  23,  and  Tille-  and  his  legions,    had  been  particularly  of- 

mont,  Hift.  des  Empereurs,  torn.  vi.  p.  143.  fended  with   the  Roman   laxvs   and  lawyers. 

-'  The  miffionaries  of  St.  Chryfoftom  had  One  of  the  Barbarians,  after    the  effeilual 

converted   great  numbers  of   the  Scythian.s,  precautions  of  cutting  out   the  tongue   of  an 

Avlio  dwelt,  beyond  the  Danube,  in  tents  and  advocate,  and  fewing  up  his  mouth,  obferved, 

waggons.     Theodoret,  1.  V.  c.  31.     Photius,  with  much  fatisfadion,  that  the  viper  could 

p.  1517.     The  Mahometans,  the  Neftorians,  no  longer  hifs.     Florus,  iv.  12. 
and  the  Latin  Chriftians,  thought  thcmfelves 

Vol.  III.  3  Β  militarj 
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military  idiom,  even  of  the  Eaftern  empire "".  But  they  difdained 
the  language,  and  the  Iciences,  of  the  Greeks ;  and  the  vain  fophift, 
or  grave  philofopher,  who  had  enjoyed  the  flattering  applaufe  of  the 
fohools,  was  mortified  to  find,  that  his  robuft  fervant  was  a  captive 
of  more  value  and  importance  than  himfelf.  The  mechanic  arts 
were  encouraged  and  efteemed,  as  they  tended  to  fatisfy  the  wants 
of  the  Huns.  An  archited;,  in  the  fervice  of  Onegefius,  one  of  the 
favourites  of  Attila,  was  employed  to  conftrudl  a  bath  ;  but  this 
work  was  a  rare  example  of  private  luxury ;  and  the  trades  of  the 
fmith,  the  cai-penter,  the  armourer,  were  much  more  adapted  to 
fupply  a  wandering  people  with  the  ufeful  inftruments  of  peace  and 
war.  But  the  merit  of  the  phyfician  was  received  with  univerfal 
favour  and  refpedl  ;  the  Barbarians,  who  defpifed  death,  inight  be 
apprehenfive  of  difeafe  ;  and  the  haughty  conqueror  trembled  in  the 
prefence  of  a  captive,  to  whom  he  afcribed,  perhaps,  an  imaginary 
power,  of  prolonging,  οχ•  preferving,  his  life  ^°.  The  Huns  might 
be  provoked  to  infult  the  mifery  of  their  flaves,  over  whom  they 
exercifed  a  defpotic  command  ^';  but  their  manners  were  not  fufcep- 
tible  of  a  refined  fyftem  of  oppreifion  ;  and  the  efforts  of  courage 
and  diligence  were  often  recompenfed  by  the  gift  of  freedom.  The 
hiilorian  Prifcus,  whofe  embaffy  is  a  fource  of  curious  inilrudion,. 
was  accoiled,  in  the  camp  of  Attila,  by  a  flranger,  who  faluted  him 
in  the  Greek  language,,  but  whofe  drefs  and  figiu-e  difplayed  the 

**  Prifcus,  p.   59.     It   ihould    feem,  that  ^'  Prifcus  (p.  6  J.)  extols  the  equity  of  the 

the  Huns   preferred   the  Gothic  and  Latin  Roman  kws,  which  proteded  the  life  of  a 

languages  to  their  own  ;  which  \«as  proba-  A' ve.     Occidere  folent  (fays  Tacitus  of  the 

bly  a  harfh  and  barren  idiom.  Germans)  non  difciplindet  feveritate,  fed  im- 

3°  Philip   de  Coraines,  in  his   admirable  petuetiirt,   ut  inimicum,   nifi  quod  impune. 

pifture  of  the   laft  moments  of  Lewis   XL  De  Moribus  G:rm.  c.  25.     The  Heruli,  who 

(Memoires,  L  vi.  c.  12.)  repreLnts  the  info-  were  the  fubjefls  of  Attila,  claimed,  and  ex- 

lence  of  his  phyfician,  who,  in  five  months,  ercifcd,  the  po.ver  of  life  and  death  over  their 

extorted  54,000  crowns,  and  a  rich  bilhopric,  flaves.     See  a  remarkable  initance  in  the  fe- 

from  the  ftern  avaricious  tyrant,  cond  book  of  Agatliias. 

2  appearance 
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appearance  of  a  wealthy  Scythian.     In  the  fiege  of  Vimuiiacum,    C.H  a  p. 

he  had  loft,  according  to  his  own  account,  his  fortune  and  liberty :    ^ , ]^ 

he  became  the  flave  of  Onegefius ;  but  his  faithful  fervices,  againft 
the  Romans  and  the  Acatzires,  had  gradually  raifed  him  to  the  rank 
of  the  native  Huns  ;  to  whom  he  was  attached  by  the '  domeftic 
pledges  of  a  new  wife  and  feveral  children.  The  fpoils  of  war  had 
reftored  and  improved  his  private  property ;  he  was  admitted  to  the 
table  of  his  former  lord  ;  and  the  apoftate  Greek  blefled  the  hour  of 
his  captivity,  fmce  it  had  been  the  introdudlion  to  an  happy  and  in- 
dependent ftate  ;  which  he  held  by  the  honourable  tenure  of  military 
fervice.  This  refledbion  naturally  produced  a  difpute  on  the  advan- 
tages, and  defedls,  of  the  Roman  government,  which  was  feverely 
arraigned  by  the  apoftate,  and  defended  by  Prifcus  in  a  prolix  and 
feeble  declamation.  The  freedman  of  Onegefms  expofed,  in  true 
and  lively  colours,  the  vices  of  a  declining  empire,  of  which  he  had 
fo  long  been  the  viftim  ;  the  cruel  abfurdity  of  the  Roman  princes, 
unable  to  prote£t  their  fubjefts  againft  the  public  enemy,  unwiUing 
to  truft  them  with  arms  for  their  own  defence ;  the  intolerable 
weight  of  taxes,  rendered  ftill  more  oppreffive  by  the  intricate  or 
arbitrary  modes  of  colledion ;  the  obfcurity  of  numerous  and  con- 
tradidory  laws ;  the  tedious  and  expenfive  forms  of  judicial  pro- 
ceedings; the  partial  adminiftration  of  juftice ;  and  the  univerfal 
corruption,  which  increafed  the  influence  of  the  rich,  and  aggravated 
the  misfortunes  of  the  poor.  A  fentiment  of  patriotic  fympathy  was 
at  length  revived  in  the  breaft  of  the  fortunate  exile ;  and  he  la- 
mented, with  a  flood  of  tears,  the  guilt  or  weaknefs  of  thofe  magi- 
ftrates,    who  had  perverted  the  wifeft  and  moft  falutary  inftitu- 


See  the  whole  converfation  in  Prifcus,  p.  59—62, 

3  Β  2  The 
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_  The  timid,  or  felfiih,  policy  of  the  weftern  Romans  had  ahan- 
doned  the  Eaftern  empire  to  the  Huns".  The  lofs  of  armies,  and 
the  want  of  difcipUne,  or  virtue,  were  not  fuppUed  by  the  pcrfonal 
character  of  the  monarch.  Theodofms  might  ftill  affeil  the  ftyle,  as 
well  as  the  title,  of  Invi?icib!e  Aiigiiflits  ;  but  he  was  red'.iced  to  folicit 
the  clemency  of  Attila,  who  imperioufly  di£tated  thefe  harfh  and 
humiliating  conditions  of  peace.  L  The  emperor  of  the  Eaft  re- 
figned,  by  an  exprefs  or  tacit  convention,  an  extenfive  and  important 
territory,  which  ftretched  along  the  fouthern  banks  of  the  Danube, 
from  Singidunum  or  Belgrade,  as  far  as  Novie,  'in*  the  diocefe  of 
Thrace.  The  breadth  was  defined  by  the  vague  computation  of  fifteen 
days  journey;  but,  from  the  propofal  of  Attila,  to  remove  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  national  market,  it  foon  appeared,  that  hcv  comprehended 
the  ruined  city  of  NaiiTus  within  the  limits  of  his  dominions. 
II.  The  king  of  the  Huns  required,  and  obtained,  that  his  tribute  or 
fubfidy  ihould  be  augmented  from  feven  hundred  pounds  of  gold  to 
the  anuual  fum  of  two  thoufand  one  hundred  ;  and  he  ftipulated  the 
immediate  payment  of  fix  thoufand  pounds  of  gold  to  defray  the 
expences,  or  to  expiate  the  guilt,  of  the  war.  One  might  imagine, 
tTiat  fuch  a  demand,  which  fcarcely  equalled  the  meafure  of  private 
wealth,  would  have  been  readily  difcharged  by  the  opulent  empire 
of  the  Eaft  ;  and  the  public  diftrefs  affords  a  remarkable  proof  of  the 
impoveriihed,  or  at  leaft  of  the  dilbrderly,  ftate  of  the  finances.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  taxes,  extorted  from  the  people,  was  detained 
and  intercepted  in  their  paifage,  through  the  fouleft  channels,  to  the 
treafury  of  Conftantinople.  The  revenue  was  diffipated  by  Theodo- 
fms, and  his  favourites,  in  wafteful  and  profufe  luxury;  which  was 

"  Nova  iterum  Orient!  aiTurglt  ruina  ...  .     in  the  Weft;  and  his  obfervation  implies  a 
quum  nulla  ab  Occidentalibus  ferrsntur  auxi-     cenfure. 
lia.     Profper-Tyro  compofcd  hia  Chronicle 

difsuifed 
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dlfguiied  by  the  names  of  Imperial  magnificence,  or  Chriftlan  cha-    ^  Η  A  p. 
rity.     The  immediate  fuppUes  had  been  exhaufted  by  the  unfore-   ^       .       - 
f?en  neceflity  of  miHtary  preparations.      A  perfonal   contribution, 
rigoroufly,   but  capricioufly,    impofed   on  the   members   of  the  fe- 
natorian  order,,  was  the  only  expedient  that  could  difarm,  without 
lofs  of  time,  the  impatient  avarice  of  Attila:  and  the  poverty  of  the  ,-'/ 

nobles  compelled  them  to  adopt  the  fcandalous  refource  of  expofmg 
to  public  audion  the  jewels  of  their  wives,  and  the  hereditary  or- 
naments of  their  palaces  '*.  III.  The  king  of  the  Huns  appears  to 
have  eilabliflied,  as  a  principle  of  national  jurifprudence,  that  he 
could  never  lofe  the  property,  which  he  had  once  acquired,  in  the 
perfons,  who  had  yielded  either  a  voluntary,  or  reludant,  fubmif- 
fion  to  his  authority.  From  this  principle  he  concluded,  and  the 
conclufions  of  Attila  were  irrevocable  laws,  that  the  Huns,  wtho 
had  been  taken  prifoners  in  war,  ihould  be  releafed  without  delay, 
and  without  ranfom  ;  that  every  Roman  captive,  who  had  prefumed 
to  efcape,  ihould  purchafe  his  right  to  freedom  at  the  price  of  twelve 
pieces  of  gold  ;  and  that  all  the  Barbarians,  who  had  deferted  the 
ftandard  of  Attila,  ihould  be  reftored,  without  any  promife,  or 
ftipulation,  of  pardon.  In  the  execution  of  this  cruel  and  igno- 
minious treaty,  the  Imperial  officers  were  forced  to  maflacre  feveral 
loyal  and  noble  defert^rs,  who  refufed  to  devote  themfelves  to  certaia 
death  ;  and  the  Romans  forfeited  all  reafonable  claims  to  the  friend- 
fliip  of  any  Scythian  people,  by  this  public  confeffion,  that  they 
were  deftitute  either  of  faith,  or  power,  to  proteft  the  fuppliants,  who 
had  embraced  the  throne  of  Theodofius  ". 

The 

'■•^  According  to  the  defcription,  or  ratTier  weight  of  forty  pound's,  cups,  dilhes  of  the 

invedive,  of  Chryfoilom,  an  nuftion  of  By-  fame  metal,  &c. 

zantine  luxury  mud  have  been   very  produc-         "  The  articles  of  the    treaty,    expreifcd 

live       Every  wealthy  houfe  poficiTed  a  femi-  without    much  order  or   precifion,    may    be 

circular  table  of  mafly  filver,  I'uch  as  two  men  found  in  Prifcus  (p.  34,  35,  36,  37.  53,  &c.). 

could  fcarcely  lift,  a  vafc  of  folid  gold  of  the  Count  Marcellinus  difpenfes  fome  cgmforti, 

by 
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The  firmnefs  of  a  fingle  town,  fo  obfcure,  that,  except  on  this 
occafion,  it  has  never  been  mentioned  by  any  hiftorian  or  geogra- 
pher, expofed  the  difgrace  of  the  emperor  and  empire.  Azimus,  or 
Azimuntium,  a  fmall  city  of  Thrace  on  the  Illyrian  borders  ^*,  had 
been  diftinguiflied  by  the  martial  fpirit  of  its  youth,  the  ikill  and 
reputation  of  the  leaders  whom  they  had  chofen,  and  their  daring 
exploits  againft  the  innumerable  hoft  of  the  Barbarians.  Inftead  of 
tamely  expedling  their  approach,  the  Azimuntines  attacked,  in  fre- 
quent and  fuccefsful  fallies,  the  troops  of  the  Huns,  who  gradually 
declined  the  dangerous  neighbourhood ;  refcued  from  their  hands  the 
fpoil  and  the  captives,  and  recruited  their  domeftic  force  by  the  vo- 
luntary aflbciation  of  fugitives  and  deferters.  After  the  conclufion 
of  the  treaty,  Attila  ftill  menaced  the  empire  with  implacable  war, 
unlefs  the  Azimuntines  were  perfuaded,  or  compelled,  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  which  their  fovereign  had  accepted.  The  mi- 
nifters  of  Theodofms  confeffed  with  ihame,  and  with  truth,  that  they 
no  longer  poiTefled  any  authority  over  a  fociety  of  men,  who  fo 
bravely  aflerted  their  natural  independence ;  and  the  king  of  the 
Huns  condefcended  to  negociate  an  equal  exchange  with  the  citizens 
of  Azimus.  They  demanded  the  reftitution  of  fome  ihepherds,  who, 
with  their  cattle,  had  been  accidentally  furprifed.  A  ftridl,  though 
fruitlefs,  inquii-y  was  allowed  :  but  the  Huns  were  obliged  to  fwear, 
that  they  did  not  detain  any  prifoners  belonging  to  the  city,  before 
they  could  recover  two  furviving  countrymen,  whom  the  Azimun- 
tines had  referved  as  pledges  for  the  fafety  of  their  loft  companions. 

by  obferving,   ift.  That  Attila  himfelf  foH-  liciis,  1.  iv.  c.  xi.   torn.  ii.  p.  92.  edit.  Paris), 

x:ited  the  peace  and  prefents,  which  he  had  tlieie  is  one  of  the  name  oi Efimciitou,  whofe 

formerly   refufed  ;    and,    2dly,    That,  about  pofition  is  doubtfully  marked,  in  the  neigh- 

the   fame   time,     the    arabafladors    of  India  bourhood  of  Anchialus,  and  the  F.uxinc  Sea. 

plefented    a   nr.e  large    tame   tyger   to    the  The  name  and  walls  of  Azimuntium  might 

emperor  Tbcodofius.  fubfill   till  the  reign  of  Jiiftinian  ;    but  the 

^''  Prifcus,  p^35,  36.     Among  the  hun-  race  of  its  brave  defenders  had  been  care- 

drcd   and   eighty-two  forts,    or    caftles,    of  fully  extirpated  by  the  jealoufy  of  the  Roman 

Thrace,  enumerated  by  Procopius   (de  Edi-  princes- 

Attila, 
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Attila,  on  his  fide,  was  fatisfied,  and  deceived,  by  their  folemn  af-  ^J^^^' 
feveration,  that  the  reft  of  the  captives  had  been  put  to  thefword;  ^- — /-~-^ 
and  that  it  was  their  conftant  praiitice,  immediately  to  difmifs  the 
Romans  and  the  deferters,  who  had  obtained  the  iecurity  of  the  pub- 
lic faith.  >This  prudent  and  officious  diffimulation  may  be  con- 
demned, or  excufed,  by  the  cafuifts,  as  they  incline  to  the  rigid  de- 
cree of  St.  Auguftin,  or  to  the  milder  fentiment  of  St.  Jerom  and 
St.  Chryfoftom  :  but  every  foldier,  every  ftatefman,  muft  acknow- 
ledge, that,  if  the  race  of  the  Azimuntines  had  been  encouraged  and 
multiplied,  the  Barbarians  would  have  ceafed  to  trample  on  the 
maiefty  of  the  empire  ".  '  -..-    -vi 

It  would  have  been  ftrange,  indeed,  if  Theodofius  had  pUrchafed,  EmbaiHes 
by  the  lofs  of  honour,  a  fecure  and  folid  tranquillity  ;  or  if  his  tame-  to  Conilanti- 
nefs  had  not  im^ted  the  repetition  of  injuries.     The  Byzantine  court  "°^  ^' 
was  infuked  by  five  or  fix  fucceffive  embaflies  ^* ;  and  the  minifters 
of  Attila  were  uniformly  inftrudled  to  prefs  the  tardy  or  imperfedl 
execution  of  the  laft  treaty ;  to  produce  the  names  of  fugitives  and 
deferters,  who  were  ftill  protefted  by  the  empire ;    and  to  declare,^ 
with  feeming  moderation,  that  unlefs  their  fovereign  obtained  com- 
plete and  immediate   fatisfadion,   it  would  be  impoffible  for  him, 
were  it  even  his  wiih,  to  check  the  refentment  of  his  warlike  tribes. 
Befides  the  motives  of  pride  and  intereft,  which  might  prompt  the 
king  of  the  Huns  to  continue  this  train  of  negociation,  he  was  in- 
fluenced by  the  lefs  honourable  view  of  enriching  his  favourites  at• 
the  expence  of  his  enemies.     The  Imperial  treafury  was  exhaufted,- 

"  The  peevifh  difpute  of  St.  Jerom  and  ^s    Montefquieu    (Confiderations    fur   la• 

St.   Auguftin,    who   laboured,    by  different  Grandeur,  &c.  c.  xix.)  has  delineated,  with 

expedients,  to  reconcile  the  feeming  quarrel  a  bold  and  eafy  pencil,    feme  of  the   moft 

of  the  two  apofiles  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  Uriking  circumftances  of  the  pride  of  Attila, 

depends   on    the  folution  of   an  important  and  the  difgrace  of  the  Romans.     He  de- 

queftion  (Middleton's  Works,   vol.  ii.    p.  5  ferves  the  praife  of  having  read  the  Frag- 

— 10.),  which  has  been  frequently  agitated  ments  of  Prifcus,  which  have  been  too  much 

by  Catholic  and  Proteftant  divines,  and  even  difregarded. 
by  lawyers  and  philofophers  of  every  age, . 

to 


376  THE    DECLINE   AND   FALL 

SvT vvtv^'    ^°  piOcure  the  friendly  offices  of  the  ambafladors,  and  then-  pnncipal 

»— — V '    attendants,  whofe  favourable  report  might  conduce  to  the  maintenance 

of  peace.  The  Barbarian  monarch  was  flattered  by  the  liberal  re- 
ception of  his  minifters ;  he  computed  with  pleafure  the  value  and 
fplendour  of  their  gifts,  rigoroufly  exaded  the  performance  of  every 
promife,  which  would  contiibute  to  their  private  emolument,  and 
treated  as  an  important  bufmefs  of  ftate,  the  marriage  of  his  fecrctar)^ 
Conilantius  ^'\  That  Gallic  adventurer,  who  was  recommended  by 
iEtius  to  the  king  of  the  Huns,  had  engaged  his  fervice  to  the  mini- 
fters of  Conftantinople,  for  the  ftipulated  reward  of  a  wealthy  and 
noble  wife  ;  and  the  daughter  of  count  Saturninus  was  chofen  to  dif- 
charge  the  obligations  of  her  country.  The  reludtance  of  the  vid:im, 
fome  domeftic  troubles,  and  the  unjuft  confifcation  of  her  fortune, 
cooled  the  ardour  of  her  interefted  lover ;  but  he  ftill  demanded,  in 
the  name  of  Attila,  an  equivalent  alliance ;  and,  after  many  ambi- 
guous delays  and  excufes,  the  Byzantine  court  was  compelled  to  fa- 
crifice  to  this  infolent  fti-anger  the  widow  of  Armatius,  whofe  biith, 
opulence,  and  beauty,  placed  her  in  the  moft  illuftrious  rank  of  the 
Roman  matrons.  For  thefe  importunate  and  oppreifive  embaflies, 
Attila  claimed  a  fuitable  return  :  he  weighed,  with  fufpicious  pride, 
the  charader  and  ftation  of  the  Imperial  envoys ;  but  he  conde- 
fcended  to  promife,  that  he  would  advance  as  flir  as  Sardica,  to  re- 
ceive any  minifters  vvho  had  been  inverted  with  the  confular  dignity. 
The  council  of  Theodofms  eluded  this  propofal,  by  reprefenting  the 
defolate  and  ruined  condition  of  Sardica  ;  and  even  ventured  to  in- 
fmuate,  that  every  officer  of  the  army  or  houfehold  was  qualified  to 
treat  with  the  moft  powerful  princes  of  Scythia.      Maximin  *",  a 

refpedable 

■'    Sec  Prifcus,   p.  69.    71,   72,  Sec.      I  tivo   pcrfons   of   the   name   of  Conftantlus, 

would  f;iin  believe,  that  this  adventurer  was  who,  from  the  fimilar  events    of  their  lives, 

afrerwaj-ds  crucified  by  the  order  of  Attila,  might  have  been  eafily  confounded, 

on  a  fufpicion  of  treafonable  praftices :  but  *"   In  the  Peifian  treaty  concluded  in  the 

f  fjfcus  (p.  57.)  has  too  plainly  diftinguinicd  year  422,    the  v/ifc   and  cIoc[uent  Maximiii 

3  had 


e-F    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  377 

refpe£table  courtier,  whofe  abilities  had  been  long  exercifed  in  civil    ^^  ,^  ,^• 

and   military  employments,    accepted  with  relu6:ance  the   trouble-    >.  — , 1 

feme,  and,  perhaps,  dangerous  commiffion,  of  reconciling  the  angry 
fpirit  of  the  king  of  the  Huns.  His  friend,  the  hiftorian  Prifcus  *', 
embraced  the  opportunity  of  obfenang  the  Barbarian  liero  in  the 
peaceful  and  domeftic  fcenes  of  life :  bUt  the  fecret  of  the  embafly, 
a  fatal  and  guilty  fecret,  was  entrufted  only  to  the  interpreter  Vigi- 
lius.  The  two  laft  ambafllidors  of  the  Huns,  Oreftes,  a  noble  fub- 
je<£l;  of  the  Pannonian  province,  and  Edecon,  a  valiant  chieftain  of 
the  tribe  of  the  Scyrri,  returned  at  the  fame  time  from  Conftanti- 
nople  to  the  royal  camp.  Their  obfcure  names  were  afterwards  il- 
liiftrated  by  tlie  extraordinary  fortune  and  the  contrail  of  their  fons : 
the  two  fervants  of  Attila  became  the  fathers  of  the  laft  Roman  em- 
peror of  the  AVeft,  and  of  the  firft  Barbarian  king  of  Italy. 

The  ambafladors,  who  were  followed  by  a  numerous  train  of  men   The  embaiTy 
and  horfes,  made  their  firft  halt  at  Sardica,  at  the  diftance  of  three   °q  ^^^^ 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  or  thirteen  days  journey,  from  Conftanti-   •^•  t^•  4 
nople.     As  the   remains  of  Sardica  were   ftill  included  within  the 
limits  of  the  empire,  it  was  incumbent  on  the  Romans  to  exercife 
the  duties  of  hofpitality.     They  provided,  wath  the  aififtance  of  the 
provincials,  a  fufficient  number  ϋΐ  fheep  and  oxen  ;  and  invited  the 
Huns  to  a  fplendld,  or  at  leaft  a  plentiful,  fupper.      But  the  har- 
mony of  the  entertainment  was  foon  difturbed  by  mutual  prejudice 

had  been  the  aiTefior  of  ArJaburius  (Socrates,  *'  Prifcus  was  a  native  oPPanium  ia 
1.  vii.  c.  20.).  When  Marcian  afcended  Thrace,  and  deftrvcd,  by  his  eloquence,  an 
the  throne,  the  office  of  Great  Chamberlain     honourable  place  among  the  fophifts  of  the 


mm 


bellowed  on  Maximin,  who  is  ranked. 


age.     His  Byzantiae  hillory,-  which  related 


in  a  Dublic  ediil.  amonff  the  four  principal       ^  ,  .  .  .^  ,   .      . 

in  Λ  puuui.  cu  v-u,  i,  J    ^  f     ^^,  to  his  own  times,   was  compnfed  in  feven 

minillers  of  Hate     Novell,   ad    Calc.    Cod.  '.  / 

„,      ,  s       Tj  .  A  ^  ^:  ;i   „„j  books.     See  Fabricius,  Bibliot.  Grsec.   torn. 

Theod.  p.  31.)•      He  executed  a  cml  and       _  ,      ^,       .  ,  „      ,.        ,       , 

military  commiffion  in  the  Eallern  provinces.;  vi.  p.  235,  236.     Notwithilanding  the  cha- 

and  his  death  was  lamented  by  the  favages  of  ritable  judgment  of  the  critics,  I  fufpea  that 

/Ethiopia,  whofe  incuifions  he  had  rcprelled.  Prifcus  was  a  Pagan. 
See  Prifcus,  p.  40,  41. 

Vol.  III.  3  G  and 
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C  Η  A  P.  and  Indircretlon.  The  greatncfs  of  the  emperor  and  the  empire  \%'^s 
s^  ,  iM  /.  warmly  maintained  by  their  minifters  ;  the  Huns,  with  equal  ar- 
dour, aflerted  the  fuperiority  of  their  vidorious  monarch  : '  the  dif- 
pute  was  inflamed  by  the  rafli  and  unfeafonable  flattery  of  Vigilius, 
who  paifionately  rejeiSlcd.  the  comparilbn  of  a  mere  mortal  with  the 
divine  Theodofuis ;  and  it  w?is  with  extreme  difficulty  that  Maximin 
and  Prifcus  were  able  to  divert  the  converfation,  or  to  foothe  the 
angry  minds  of  the  Barbarians.  AVhen  they  rofe  from  table,  the  • 
imperial  ambafiador  prefenled  Edccon  and  Orcftes  with  rich  gifts  of 
filk  robes  and  Indian  pearls,  which  they  thankfully  accepted.  Yet 
Greftes  could  not  forbear  infmuating,  that  /m  had  not  always  been 
treated  with  fuch  refpedl  and  liberality  :  .and  the  offenfive  dillindtion, ., 
which  was  implied,  between  his  civil  office  and  the  hereditary  rank 
of  his  colleague,  feems  to  have  made.Edecon  a  doubtful  friend,  and' 
Oreftes  an  irreconcileable  enemy.  After  this  entertainment,  they 
travelled  about  one  hundred  miles  from  Sardica  to  Naiffiis.  .  That 
fiouriihing  city,  Λvhich  had  given  birth  to  the  great  Conftantine,  was 
leA'ellcd  with  the  ground:  the  inhabitants  were  deftroyed,  or  dif-- 
perfed  ;  and  the  appearance  of  feme  fick  perfons,  who  Avere  fliill  per- 
mitted to  exift  among  the  ruir.e  of  the  churches,  ferved  only  to  in-- 
creafe  the  hoiTor  of  the  profp^<it.  The  furfiice  of  the  country  was 
covered  with  the  bones  of  the  flain  ;  and  the  ambaifadors,  who  di- 
rected their  courfe  to  the  north-VN^eft,  were  obliged  to  pafs  the  hills 
of  modern*  Servia,  before  they  defcended  into  the  flat  and  marihy 
grounds,  which  are  terminated  by  the  Danube.  The  Huns  w^ere 
mafters  of  the  great  river :  their  navigation  was  performed  in  large 
canoes,  hollowed  out  of  the  trunk  of  a  fingle  tree;  the  minifters  of 
Theodofms  were  fafely  landed  on  the  oppofite  bank ;  and  their  Bar- 
barian aflbciates  immediately  liaftened  to  the  camp  of  Attila,  which 
waa  equally  prepared  for  the  amufements  of  hunting,  or  of  war.  No 
■*  fooner 
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■fooner  had  Maximin  advanced  about  two  miles  from  the  Danube, 
than  he  began  to  experienee  the  failidious  infolence-of  the  conqueror. 
He  was  fternly  forbid  to  pitch  his  tents  in  a  pleafant  valley,  left  he 
ihould  infringe  the  diftant  awe  that  was  due  to  the  royal  manfion. 
The  minifters  of  Attila  preiTed  him  to  communicate  the  bufmefs,  and 
the  inftru£lions,  which  he  referved  for  the  ear  of  their  fovereign. 
AVhen  Maximin  temperately  ui-ged  the  contrary  pradlice  of  na- 
tions, he  was  ftill  more  confounded  to  find,  that  the  refolutions  of 
the  Sacred  Confiftory,  thofe  fecrets  (fays  Prifcus)  which  fliould  not 
be  reΛ'■ealed  to  the  gods  themfelves,  had  been  treacherouily  difclofed 
to  the  public  enemy.  On  his  refufal  to  comply  with  fuch  ignomi- 
nious terms,  the  Imperial  envoy  was  comm'anded  inftantly  to  de- 
part :  the  order  was  recalled  ;  it  was  again  repeated  ;  and  the  Huns 
renewed  their  inefFedlual  attempts  to  fubdue  the  patient  firmnefs  of 
INlaximin.  At  length,  by  the  Interceffion  of  Scotta,  the  brother  of 
Onegefius,  whofe  frlendiliip  had  been  purchafcd  by  a  liberal  gift,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  royal  prefence  ;  but,  inftead  of  obtaining  a  de- 
cifive  anfwer,  he  was  compelled  to  undertake  a  remote  journey  to- 
wards the  North,  that  Attila  might  enjoy  the  proud  fatisfaclion  of 
receiving,  in  the  fame  camp,  the  anibafladors  of  the  Eaftern  and 
AVeftern  empires.  His  journey  was  regulated  by  the  guides,  who 
obliged  him  to  halt,  to  haften  his  march,  or  to  deviate  from  the  com- 
mon road,  as  it  beft  fuited  the  convenience  of  the  King.  The  Romans 
who  traverfed  the  plains  of  Hungary,  fuppofe  that  they  paiTed  fcvcral 
navigable  rivers,  either  in  canoes  or  portable  boats  ;  but  there  is  reafon 
to  fufpeit,  that  the  winding-ftream  of  the  Teyfs,  or  Tibifcus,  might 
prefent  itfelf  in  different  places,  under  different  names.  From  the  conti- 
guous villages  they  received  a  plentiful  and  regular  fupply  of  provi- 
lions  ;  mead  inftead  of  wine,  millet  in  the  place  of  bread,  a,nd  a  certain 
liquor  named  fi7/?;/iJ•,  which,  according  to  the  repor  t  of  Prifcus,  was  diftil- 
-,  C  2  led 


79 


3So  THE    DECLINE    AND    ΓΑΕΕ 

^vvYTv^'  ^^''^  fiom  !>arlc7'*\  Such  fare  might  appear  coarfe  and  indelicate  to  men: 
»,  .^— ..^  who  had  tailed  the  luxury  of  Conftantiuople  ':  but,  in  their  acci- 
dental diftrefs,  they  were  relieved  by  the  gentlenefs  and  hofpitality  of; 
the  fame  Barbarians,  fo  terrible  and  fo  mercilcfs  in  war.  The  am- 
baifadors  had  encamped  on  the  edge  of  a  large  morafs.  A  violent• 
tempeft  of  wind  and  rain,  of  thunder  and  lightning,  overturned, 
their  tents,  immerfed.  their  baggage  and  furnitui-e.  in  the  water,  and 
fcattered  their  retinue,  who  wandered  in  the  darknefs  of  the  night,, 
uncertam  of  their  road,  and  apprehenfive  of  fome  unknown  danger, 
till  they  awakened  by  their  cries  the  inhabitants  of  a  neighbouring 
village,  the  property  of  the  widow  of  Bleda.  A  bright  illumina- 
tion, and,  in  a  few  moments,  a  comfortable  fire  of  reeds,  was  kin- 
dled by  their  officious  benevolence :  the  wants,  and  even  the  defires, 
of  the  Romans  were  liberally  fatisfied  ;  and  they  feem  to  have  been 
embarraifed  by  the  fmgular  politenefs  of  Bleda's  widoΛv,  who  added' 
to  her  other  favours  the  gift,  or  at  leail  the  loan,  of  a  fufficient  num- 
ber of  beautiful  and  obfequious  damfels.  The  funfliine  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  day  was  dedicated  to  repofe  ;  to  colledl  and  dry  the  baggage, 
and  to  the  refreihment  of  the  men  and  horfes  :  but,  in  the  evening, 
before  they  purfued  their  journey,  the  ambafladors  exprefled  their 
gratitude  to  the  bounteous  lady  of  the  village,  by  a  very  acceptable 
prefent  of  filver  cups,  red  fleeces,  dried  fruits,  and  Indian  pepper. 
Soon  after  this  adventure,  they  rejoined  the  march  of  Attila,  from 
whom  they  had  been  feparated  about  fix  days ;  and  ilowly  pro- 
ceeded to  the  capital  of  an  empire,  which  did  not  contain,  in  the 
fpace  of  feveral  thoufand  miles,  a  fingle  city.  ^ 

*'  The  Huns  themfelves  ftill  continued  to  (Prifcus,  p.  45.).     In  the  fame  manner  the-• 

dcfpife  the  labours  of  agriculture:  they  abufed  Sarts  and  Tadgics  provide  for  their  own  fub- 

the  privilege  of  a  viftorious  nation;  and  the  liftence,  and  for  that  of  the  Uibec  Tartars, 

Goths,  their  indullrious  fubjefls  who  culti-  their  lazy    and   rapacious    fovereign;.      Sec 

vated  the  earth,   dreaded  their  neighbour-  Genealogical  Hiilory  of  the  Tartars,  p.  423 

Jiood,  like  that  of  fo  many  ravenous  wolves  455,  ice. 

-  Af) 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  3&1 

As  far  as  we  may  afcertaiii  the  vague  and  obfcure  geography  of   ^-^-Λ/' 

PriJcus,  this  capital  appears-  to  have  been  feated  between  the  Danube,     ^- 1 

the  Teyfs,  and  the  Carpathian  hills,  in  the  plains  of  Upper  Hungary,  village  and 
and  moft  pi-obably  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Jazberin,  Agria,  or  To-  ^^  ^^  ' 
kay*\  In  its  origin  it  could  be  no  more  than  an  accidental  camp,which, 
by  the  long  and  frequent  refidence  of  Attila,  had  infenfibly  fwelled 
into  a  huge  village,  for  the  reception  of  his  court,  of  the  troops  who 
followed  his  perfon,  and  of  the  various  multitude  of  idle  or  induf- 
trious  flaves  and  retainers**.  The  baths,  conftrudled  by  Onegefius, 
were  the  only  edifice  of  ftone;  the  materials  had  been  tranfported 
from  Pannonia ;  and  fince  the  adjacent  country  Avas  deftitute  even 
of  large  timber,  it  may  be  prefumed,  that  the  meaner  habitations  of 
the  royal  village  confifted  of  ftraw,  of  mud,  or  of  canvas.  The 
wooden  houfes  of  the  more  illuftrious  Huns,  were- built  and  adorned 
with  rude  magnificence,  according  to  the  rank,  the  fortune,  or  the 
tafte  of  the  proprietors.  They  feem  to  have  been  diftributed  with 
fome  degree  of  order  and  fymmetry  ;  and  each  fpot  became  more 
honourable,  as  it  approached  the  perfon  of  the  fovereign.  The 
palace  of  Attila,  which  furpafled  all  other  houfes  in  his  dominions, 
was  built  entirely  of  wood,  and  covered  an  ample  fpace  of  ground." 
The  outward  enclofure  was  a  lofty  wall,  or  pallifade,  of  fmooth 
fquare  timber,  interfefted  with  high  towers,  but  intended  rather  for 

*'  It  is  evMent,  tliat  Prifcus  pnffed  the  compared  to  the  city- of  Karacoriilr,  the  re- 
Danube  and  the  Teyfs,  and  that  he  did  not  fidence  of  the  fuccefl'ors  of  Zingis ;  which, 
reach  the  foot  of  the  Carpathian  hills.  Agria,  though  it  appears  to  have  been  a  more  ftable 
Tokay,  and  Jazberin,  are  fituate  in  the  habitation,  did  not  equal  the  fize  or  fplendor 
plains  circumfcribed  by  this  defi.iiticn.  M.^  of  the  tow-n  and  abbey  of  St.  Denys,  in  the 
de  Buat  (Hiitoire  des  Peuples,  &:c.  torn.  vii.  13th  century  (fee  Rubruquis,  in  the  Hifloire  * 
p.  461.)  has  chofcn  Tokay ;  Otrokofci  (p.  Gtnemle  des  Voyages,  torn.  vii.  p.  286.}; 
180.  apud  Mafcou,  i.<.  23.),  a  It-arncd  Mun-  The  camp  of  Aiircngzebe,  as  it  is  fo  agrce- 
garian,  has  preferred  Jasberin,  a  place  about  ably  defcribed  by  Bernier  (torn.  ii.  p.  217— 
ihirty-fix  miles  weilward  of  Bud.i  and   the  23;.),  blended  the  manners  of  Scythia  wit:» 

^^""^^•  the  magnificence  and  luxury  of  Hindoftan. 

**  The    royal  village  of   Attila  may  be 

ornament 
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ornament  than  defence.  This  wall,  which  feems  to  have  encircled 
the  declivity  of  a  hill,  comprehended  a  great  v^ariety  of  wooden  edr- 
fices,  adapted  to  the  ufes  of  royalty.  A  feparate  houfe  was  affigned 
to  each  of  the  numerous  wives  of  Attila  ;  and,  inilead  of  the  rigid  and 
illiberal  confinement  impofed  by  Afiaticjealoufy,  they  politely  admit- 
ted the  Roman  ambafladors  to  their  prefence,  their  table,  and  even  to 
the  freedom  of  an  innocent  embrace.  When  Maximin  oiFered  his 
prefents  to  Ceixa,  the  principal  queen,  he  admired  the  fmgular  archi- 
tedture  of  her  manfion,  the  height  of  the  round  columns,  the  fize  and 
beauty  of  the  wood,  which  was  curiouily  fliaped  or  turned,  or  po- 
ll Ihed,  or  carved  ;  and  his  attentive  -eye  was  able  to  dilcover  fome 
tafte  in  the  ornaments,  and  fome  regularity  in  the  proportions.  After 
paffing  through  the  guards,  who  watched  before  the  gate,  the  am- 
ballidors  were  introduced  into  the  private  apartment  of  Cerca.  The 
wife  of  Attila  received  their  viiit  fitting,  or  rather  lying,  on  a  foft 
couch;  the  floor  was  covered  with  a  carpet ;  the  domeftics  formed  a 
circle  round  the  queen  ;  and  her  damfels,  feated  on  the  ground, 
were  employed  in  working  the  variegated  embroidery  which  adorned 
the  drefs  of  the  Barbaric  warriors.  The  Huns  wei'e  ambitious  of 
difplaying  thofe  riches  which  were  the  fruit  and  evidence  of  their 
vidories :  the  trappings  of  their  horfes,  their  fwords,  and  even  their 
flioes,  were  ftudded  with  gold  and  precious  ftones  j  and  their  tables 
were  profufely  fpread  with  plates,  and  goblets,  and  vafes  of  gold  and 
lilver,  which  had  been  failiioned  by  the  labour  of  Grecian  artifts. 
The  monarch  alone  affumed  the  fuperior  pride  of  ftill  adhering  to 
the  fimplicity  of  his  Scythian  anceftors  *\  The  drefs  of  Attila,  his 
arms,  and  the  furniture  of  his  horfe,  were  plain,  without  ornament, 
,and  of  a  fmgle  colour.     The  royal  table  was  ferved  in  wooden 

*'  When  the  Moguls  difphyed   the  fpoils  fentrd,  when  he  was  raifcd  to  the  command 

of  Afia,  in  the  diet  of  Toncal,  the  throne  of  of  his  warlike  countiymen.  See  Vie  de  Geii- 

Zingis  was  ftill  covered   with   the  original  glfcan,  1.  iv.  c.  9. 
black  felt   carpet,    on   which  he  had   been 

cups 
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cups  and  platters ;  fiefh  was  his  only  food ;  and  the  conqueror  of  the 
North  never  tafced  the  luxury  of  bread. 

When  Attila  iirft  gave  audience  to  the  Roman  ambaiTadors  on  the 
banks  of  the  Danube,  his  tent  was  encompaifed  with  a  formidable 
guard.  The  monarch  himfelfwas  feated  in  a  wooden  chair.  His 
itcrn  countenance,  angry  geftures,  and  impatient  tone,  ailoniihed  • 
the  firmnefs  of  Maximin  ;  but  Vigilius  had  more  reafon  to  tremble, 
fince  he  diftinilly  underilood  the  menace,  th&t  if  Attila  did  not  re- 
fpe£t  the  law  of  nations,  he  would  nail  the  deceitful  interpreter  to  a 
crofs,  and  leave  his  body  to  the  vultures.  The  Barbarian  conde- 
fcended,  by  producing  an  acci^i-ate  lift,  to  expofe  the  bold  falfehood 
of  Vigilius,  who  had  affirmed  that  no  more  than  feventeen  deferters 
could  be  found.  But  he  arrogantly  declared,  that  he  apprehended 
only  the  difgrace  of  contending  with  his  fugitive  flaves  ;  fmce 
he  defpifed  their  impotent  efforts  to  defend  the  provinces  which 
Theodofius  had  entrufted  to  their  arms  :  "  For  what  fortrefs"  (added 
Attila),  "  what  city,  in  the  wide  extent  of  the  Roman  empire,  can 
"■  hope  to  exift,  fecure  and  impregnable,  if  it  is  our  pleafure  that  it 
**•  fhould  be  erazed  from  the  earth?"  He  difmi fled,  however,  the 
interpreter,  who  returned  to  Conftantinople  with  his  peremptory 
demand  of  more  complete  reftitution,  and  a  more  fplendid  embafly. 
His  anger  gradually  fubfided,  and  his  domeftic  fatisfadion,  in  a 
marriage  which  he  celebrated  on  the  road  with  the  daughter  of  Ef- 
1am,  might  perhaps  contribute  to  mollify  the  native  fiercenefs  of  his 
temper.  The  entrance  of  Attila  into  the  royal  village,  was  marked 
by  a  very  fingular  ceremony.  A  numerous  troop  of  women  came 
out  to  meet  their  hero,  and  their  king.  They  marched  before  him, 
diftributed  into  long  and  regular  files  :  theintervals  between  the  files 
vrere  filled  by  white  veils  of  thin  linen,  which  the  vv'omen  on.  ei- 
ther fide  bore  aloft  in  their  hands,  and  which  formed  a  canopy  for 
a  chorus  of  young  virgins,  who  chanted  hymns  and  fongs  in  the 

Scythian 
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.CHAP.  Scythian  language.  The  wife  of  his  favourite  Onegefius,  with  a 
v..— ,^-^-^  train  of  female  attendants,  faluted  Attila  at  the  door  of  her  owti 
houfe,  on  his  way  to  the  palace  ;  and  oiiered,  according  to  the 
■  cuftom  of  the  country,  her  refpedlfiil  homage,  by  intreating  him  to 
taile  the.\viiie  und  meat,  which  ilie  had  prepared  for  his  reception. 
As  foon  as  the  monarch  had  gvacioufly  accepted  her  hofpitable  gift, 
his  domeftics  lifted  a  fmall  filver  table  to  a  convenient  height,  as  he 
fat  on  horfeback ;  and  Attila,  when  he  had  touched  the  goblet  with 
his  lips,  again  ialuted  the  wife  of  Onegefius,  and  continued  his 
march.  During  his  refidence  at  the  feat  of  empire,  his  hours  were 
not  wailed  in  the  reclufe  idlenefs  of  aferaglio;  and  the  king  of  the 
Huns  could  maintain  his  fuperior  dignity,  without  concealing  his 
perfon  from  the  public  view.  He  frequently  aiTembled  his  council, 
and  gave  audience  to  the  ambafllidors  of  the  nations  ;  and  his  people 
migTit  appeal  to  the  fupreme  tribunal,  which  he  held  at  itated  times, 
and,  according  to  the  eaftern  cuftom,  before  the  principal  gate 
of  his  wooden  palace.  The  Romans,  both  of  the  Eaft  and  of  the 
Weft,  were  twice  invited  to  the  banquets,  where  Attila  feafted  with 
The  royal  the  princes  and  nobles  of  Scythia.  Maxlmin  and  his  colleagux^s 
were  flopped  on  the  threfhold,  till  they  had  made  a  devout  libation 
to  the  health  and  profperlty  of  the  king  of  the  Huns  ;  and  were 
conducted,  after  this  ceremony,  to  thtir  refpeftive  feats  in  a  fpacious 
hall.  The  royal  table  and  couch,  covered  with  carpets  and  fine 
linen,  was  raifed  by  fevcral  fteps  in  the  midft  of  the  hall ;  and  a 
fon,  an  uncle,  or  perhaps  a  favourite  king,  were  admitted  to  ihare 
the  fimple  and  homely  repaft  of  Attila.  Two  lines  of  fmail  tables, 
each  of  which  contained  three  -or  four  guefts,  were  ranged  in  order 
on  either  hand  ;  the  right  was  efteemed  the  moft  honourable,  but 
the  Romans  ingenuoufly  confefs,  that  they  were  placed  on  the 
left ;  and  that  Beric,  an  unknown  chieftain,  moft  probably  of 
ihs  Gothic  race,  preceded  the  reprefentgitives  .of  Xheodofius    and 

yi^lentinian. 
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Valentlnlan.  The  Barbarian  monarch  received  from  his  cup- bearer  ^^ΰ-ΛΛ 
λ  goblet  filled  with  wine,  and  courteoufly  drank  to  the  healtli  of  the  ν^ι.-^ν••— > 
moil  diftinguiihed  gueft;  who  rofe  from  his  feat,  and  exprefied,  in 
the  fame  manner,  his  loyal  and  refpedful  vows.  This  ceremony- 
was  fuccelTively  performed  for  all,  or  at  leaft  for  the  illuftrious  per- 
fons  of  the  aflembly  ;  and  a  confiderable  time  muft  have  been  con- 
fumed,  fmce  it  was  thrice  repeated,  as  each  courfe  or  fervice  was  placed 
on  the  table.  But  the  wine  ftill  remained  after  the  meat  had  been 
removed;  and  the  Huns  continued  to  indulge  tlicir  intemperance 
•long  after  the  fober  and  decent  ambafladors  of  the  two  empires  had 
withdrawn  themfelves  from  the  nodurnal  banquet.  Yet  before  they 
retired,  they  enjoyed  a  finguiar  opportunity  of  obferving  the  man- 
ners of  the  nation  in  their  convivial  amufements.  Two  Scythians 
ftood  before  the  couch  of  Attila,  and  recited  the  verfes  which  they 
had  compofed,  to  celebrate  his  valour  and  his  vidloriei.  A  pro- 
found filence  prevailed  in  the  hall  ;  and  the  attention  of  the  guefts 
was  captivated  by  the  vocal  harmony,  which  revived  and  perpetuated 
the  memory  of  their  own  exploits  :  a  martial  ardour  flaihed  from  the. 
eyes  of  the  warriors,  who  were  impatient  for  battle  ;  and  the  tears  of 
the  old  men  expreifed  their  generous  defpair,  that  they  could  no. 
longer  partake  the  danger  and  glory  of  the  field  *\  This  enter- 
tainment, Avhich  might  be  confidered  as  a  fchool  of  military  virtue, 
was  fucceeded  by  a  farce,  that  debafed  the  dignity  of  human  nature. 
A  Mcoriih  and  a  Scythian  buffoon  fucceffively  excited  the  mirth  of 
the  rude  fpeitators,  by  their  deformed  figure,  ridiculous  drefs,  antic 
geftures,  abfurd  fpeeches,  and  the  ftrange  unintelligible  confufion  of 
the  Latin,  the  Gothic,  and  the  Hunnic  languages;  and  the  hall  re- 

♦*  If  we  may  believe  Plutarch  (in  Deme-  fares  of  the  table,  to  awaken  their  languid 
trio,  torn.  v.  p.  24.),  it  was  the  cuftom  of  the  courage  by  the  martial  harmony  of  twanging 
Scythians,  when  they  indulged  in  the  pica-     their  bow-firings. 

Vol.  III.  .3  D  founded 
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C  IT^  Λ  P.    founded  with  loud  and  licentious  peals  of  laughter.     In  the  midH  of 

1 ,^ this  intemperate  riot,  Attila  alone,  without  a  change  of  countenance^ 

maintained  his  ftedfaft  and  inflexible  gravity  ;  which  was  never  re- 
laxed, except  on  the  entrance  of  Irnac,  the  youngeft  of  his  fons  t 
he  embraced  the  boy  with  a  fmile  of  paternal  tendernefs,  gently 
pinched  him  by  the  cheek,  and  betrayed  a  partial  affedtion,  which 
was  juftified  by  the  aiTurance  of  his  prophets,  that  Irnac  would  be 
the  future  fupport  of  his  family  and  empire.  Two  days  afterwards, 
the  ambaiTadors  received  a  fecond  invitation ;  and  they  had  reafon  to 
praife  the  politenefs,  as  well  as  the  hofpitality,  of  Attila.  The  king 
of  the  Huns  held  a  long  and  familiar  converfation  with  Maximin; 
but  his  civility  was  interrupted  by  rude  exprefllons,  and  haughty 
reproaches  ;  and  he  was  provoked,  by  a  motive  of  intereft,  to  fupport 
with  unbecoming  zeal,  the  private  claims  of  his  fecretary  Conftan- 
tius .  "  The  emperor"  (faid  Attila)  "  has  long  promifed  him  a  rich 
"  wife :  Conilantius  muft  not  be  difappointed ;  nor  ihould  a  Roman 
*'  emperor  deferve  the  name  of  liar."  On  the  third  day,  the  am- 
baiTadors were  difmifled  ;  the  freedom  of  feveral  captives  was  granted, 
for  a  moderate  ranfom,  to  their  prelTmg  entreaties ;  and,  befides  the 
royal  prefents,  they  were  permitted  to  accept  from  each  of  the 
Soythian  nobles,  the  honourable  and  ufeful  gift  of  a  horfe.  Maxi- 
min returned,  by  the  fame  road,  to  Conft,antinople ;  and  though  he 
was  involved  in  an  accidental  difpute  with  Beric,  the  new  ambafla- 
dor  of  Attila,  he  flattered  himfelf  that  he  had  contributed,  by  the 
laborious  journey,  to  confirm  the  peace  and  alliance  of  the  two 
nations  *'. 

*'  The  curious  narrative  of  this  embafly,  and  I  had  previoudy  extrafted  the  hiilorical' 

which   required  few  obfervations,    and  was  circumftances,    which  were  lefs   intimately 

not  fufceptible  of   any  collateral  evidence,  connefted  with  the  journey,  and  bufinefs,  of• 

may  be  found  in  Prifcus,  p.  49— 70.     But  I  the  Roman  ambaflkdors. 


Jiavc  not  confined  myfelf  to  the  fame  order; 


But 
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C  Η  A  I 
XXXIV. 
which  had  been  concealed  under  the  mafic  of  the  public  faith.     The    ^ ■, j 

-      )    .  -  ,      .    ,    ,       .  r    r  Λ  1  Confpiracy 

lurpnle  and  iatisiadion  of  Edecon,  wnen  he  contemplated  the  of  the  Rc- 
Iplendour  of  Conftantinople,  had  encouraged  the  interpreter  Vigilius  IheTife^oT 
to  procure  for  him  a  fecret  interview  with  the  eunuch  Chryfaphius'^',  ^"■'^• 
who  governed  the  emperor  and  the  empire.  After  fome  pre\aous 
converfation,  and  a  mutual  oath  of  fecrecy,  the  eunuch,  who  had 
not,  from  his  own  feelings  or  experience,  Imbibed  any  exalted  no- 
tions of  minlfterial  virtue,  ventured  to  propofe  the  death  of  Attila, 
as  an  important  fervlce,  by  which  Edecon  might  deferve  a  liberal 
ihare  of  the  wealth  and  luxury  which  he  admired.  The  ambaflador 
of  the  Huns  liftened  to  the  tempting  offer;  and  profefled,  with  ap- 
parent zeal,  his  ability,  as  v/ell  as  readinefs,  to  execute  the  bloody 
deed  :  the  defign  was  communicated  to  the  mailer  of  the  offices, 
and  the  devout  Theodofius  confented  to  the  aflaffination  of  his  in- 
vincible enemy.  But  this  perfidious  confpiracy  was  defeated  by 
the  diffimulation,  or  the  repentance,  of  Edecon  ;  and,  though  he 
might  exaggerate  his  Inward  abhorrence  for  the  treafon,  which  he 
feemed  to  approve,  he  dexteroufly  afliimed  the  merit  of  an  early  and 
voluntary  confelTion.  If  we  now  review  the  embafTy  of  Maximin, 
and  the  behaviour  of  Attila,  we  muft  applaud  the  Barbarian,  who 
refpedted  the  laws  of  hofpitality,  and  generoufly  entertained  and 
difmiffed  the  minliler  of  a  prince,  who  had  confplred  agalnil  his 
life.  But  the  rafhnefs  of  Vigilius  will  appear  illll  more  extraordi- 
nary, fince  he  returned,  confcious  of  his  guilt  and  danger,  to  the 
xoyal  camp  ;  accompanied  by  his  fon,  and  carrying  with  him  a 
weighty  purfe  of  gold,  which  the  favourite  eunuch  had  furniihed, 

*' M.  de  Tillemont  hasvery  properly  given  ites  (fee  Hill,  des  Einpereurs,  torn.  vi.   p. 

the  fuccelfion  of  Chamberlains,  who  reigned  117  —  119.     Mem.  Ecclef.  tom.  yv.  p.  438.). 

in    the   name  of  Theodofius.      Chryfaphius  His  partiality  for  his  godfather,  the  Ijercfiarch 

wasthelaft,  and,  according  to  the  unanimous  Eutyches,  engaged  hinifjjf(j^^>-fe(;u,te  the  cr- 

evidence  of  hillory,  the  worft  of  chefe  favour-  thodox  party.  " 

3  D  a  to 
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CHAP,     to  fatisfv  the  demands  of  Edecon,  and  to  corrupt  the  fidelity  of  the 

XXXIV.  . , 

^_  -v-^    guards.     The  interpreter  was  inftantly  feized,  and  dragged  before 

the  tribunal  of  Attila»  where  he  afierted  his  innocence  with  fpecious 
firmnefs,  till  the  threat  of  infliding  inftant  death  on  his  fon,  extorted 
from  him  a  fincere  difcovery  of  the  criminal  tranfadlion.  '  Under  the 
name  of  ranfom,  or  confifcation,  the  rapacious  king  of  the  Huns 
accepted  two  hundred  pounds  of  gold  for  the  life  of  a  traitor,  whom 
he  difdained  to  puniih.  He  pointed  his  juft  indignation  againft  a 
He  repri-  nobler  objeil.  His  ambaifadors  Eilaw  and  Oreftes  were  imm'ediately 
fb?gives"he  difpatched  to  Conftantinople,  with  a  peremptory  ΊηίΙηκΠΐοη,-  which 
Emperor.  -^  ^^^^  much  fafer  for  them  to  execute  than  to  difobey.  They^  boldly 
entered  the  Imperial  prefence,  with  the  fatal  purfe  hanging  down 
from  the  neck  of  Oreftes  ;  who  interrogated  the  eunuch  Chryfa- 
phius,  as  he  ftood  befide  the  throne,  \vhether  he  recognifed  the 
evidence  of  his  guilt.  But  the  office  of  reproof  was  referAi-ed  for 
the  fuperior  dignity  of  his  colleague  Eilaw,  who  gravely  addreiTed 
the  Emperor  of  the  Eaft  in  the  following  words:  "  Theodofius  is 
"  the  fon  of  an  illuftrious  and  refpedable  parent :  Attila  likewife  is 
**  defcended  from  a  noble  race  ;  and  he  has  fupported,  by  his  ac- 
"  tions,  the  dignity  which  he  inherited  from  his  father  Mundzuk, 
"  But  Theodofius  has  forfeited  his  paternal  honours,  and,  by  con- 
*'  fenting  to  pay  tribute,  has  degraded  himfelf  to  the  condition  of  a 
•*  flave.  It  is  therefore  juft,  that  he  fhould  reverence  the  man  whom 
"  fortune  and  merit  have  placed  above  him;  inftead  of  attempting, 
"  like  a  wicked  ilave,  clandeftinely  to  confpire  agaiuft  his  mafter." 
The  fon  of  Arcadius,  who  was  accuftomed  only  to  the  voice  of  flat- 
tery, heard  with  aftoniftiment  the  fevere  language  of  truth  :  he 
bluilied  and  trembled ;  nor  did  he  prefume  diredly  to  refufe  the  head 
of  Chryfaphius,  which  Eilaw  and  Oreftes  .were  infli-uded  to  demand. 
A  folemn  cmbafly,  armed  with  full  powers  and  magnificent  gifts, 
was  haftily  fcnt  to  deprecate  the  wrath  of  Attila;  and  his  pride 
3  ■  was 
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was  gratified  by  the  choice  of  Komius  cind  Anatolius,  two  mlnilkn's    ''ylLfv^' 

of  coalular  or  patrician  rank,  of  whom  the  one  was  great  treafurer,    ' . ' 

and  the  other  was  mailer-general  of  the  armies  of  the  Eaft.  He 
condefcended  to  meet  thefe  ambaifadors  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Drenco  ;  and  though  he  at  firft  afFedted  a  ftern  and  haughty  de- 
aneanour,  his  anger  was  iufenfihly  moUified  by  their  eloquence  and 
Hberality.  He  condefcended  to  pardon  the  emperor,  the  eunuch, 
and  the  interpreter  ;  bound  himfelf  by  an  oath  to  obferve  the  condi- 
tions of  peace  ;  releafed  a  great  number  of  captives  ;  abandoned  the 
fugitives  and  deferters  to  their  fate ;  and  refigned  a  large  territory  to 
the  fouth  of  the  Danube,  which  he  had  already  exhaufted  of  its 
wealth  and  inhabitants.  But  this  treaty  was  purchafed  at  an  expence 
Avhich  might  have  fupported  a  vigorous  and  fucceGful  war  ;  and  the 
fubjeAs  of  Theodofms  were  compelled  to  redeem  the  fafety  of  a 
worthlefs  favourite  by  oppreffive  taxes,,  which  they  would  more 
cheerfully  have  paid  for  his  deftruftion  *'. 

The  emperor  Theodofms  did  not  long  furvive  the  moil  humiliating   Theodofius 
circumftance  of  an  inglorious  life.     As  he  was  riding,  or  hunting,   ^"ies^"""^^^ 
in  the  neijrhbourhood   of  Conftantlnople,  he  was  thrown  from  his   ^•Ρ•  i^°' 
horfe  into  the  river  Lycus  :  the  fpine  of  the  back  was  injured  by  the 
£xll ;  and  he  expired  fomc  days  afterwards,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his 
age,  and  the  forty-third  of  his  reign  '°.     His  filler  Pulcheria,  whofe 
authority  had  been  controuled  both  in  civil   and  eccleliaftical  affairs 
by  the  pernicious  influence  of  the  eunuchs,  was  unanimoufly  pro- 

■^'  This  fecret  confpiraqr,  and  its  import-  ^°  Tlieodorus  the  Reader  (fee  Valef.  Hilt, 
aiuconfequenccs,  may  be  traced  in  the  frag-  Ecclef.  torn.  iii.  p.  563.),  and  the  Palchal 
mentsof  Prifcus,  p.  37,  38,  39.  54.  70,  71,  Chronicle,  mention  the  fall,  without  fpeci- 
72.  The  chronology  of  that  hiftorian  is  not  fying  the  injury  :  but  the  confequence  was 
fixed  by  any  precife  date  ;  but  the  feries  of  fo  likely  to  happen,  and  fo  unlikely  to  be 
negociations  between  Attila  and  the  Eaftern  invented,  that  w.e  may  fafely  give  credit  to 
empire,  mull  be  included  within  the  three  or  Nicephorus  Calliltus,  a  Greek  of  the  four- 
four  years,  which  are  terminated,  A.  D.  450,  teenth  century. 
by  the  death  of  Theodofius. 

claimed 
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C  κ  Λ  P.  chiiinetl  Eiiiprefs  of  the  Eaft ;  and  the  Romans,  for  the  firft  thiie, 
wl-lv— '  fubmitted  to  a  female  reign.  No  fooner  had  Pulcheria  afccnded  the 
throne,  than  Ihe  indulged  her  own,  and  the  public  refentment,  by 
an  aiil  of  popular  juftice.  Without  any  legal  trial,  the  eunuch  Chry- 
■iiiphius  was  executed  before  the  gates  of  the  city ;  and  the  immenfe 
riches  which  had  been  accumulated  by  the  rapacious  favourite, 
ierved  only  to  haften  and  to  juftify  his  puniihment ".  Amidft  the 
general  acclamations  of  the  clergy  and  people,  the  emprefs  did  not 
forget  the  prejudice  and  difadvantage  to  which  her  fex  was  expofed  j 
tind  ihe  wifely  refolved  to  prevent  their  murmurs  by  the  choice  of  a 
colleague,  who  would  always  refpeil  the  fuperior  rank  and  virgin 
snd  Is  fuc-      chaftity  of  his  wife.     She  gave  her  hand  to  Marcian,  a  fenator,  about 

ceeJeJ  by  "^  °  .  '  ,        ' 

Mircian,  fixty  years  of  age,  and  the  nominal  hufband  of  Pulcheria  was  fo- 
"^"  ^^'  lemnly  invefted  with  the  Imperial  purple.  The  zeal  which  he  di,f- 
played  for  the  orthodox  creed,  as  it  was  eftabliihed  by  the  council  of 
Chalcedon,  would  alone  have  infpired  the  grateful  eloquence  of  the 
Catholics.  But  the  behaviour  of  Marcian  in  a  private  life,  and  af- 
terwards on  the  throne,  may  fupport  a  more  rational  behef,  that  he 
was  qualified  to  reilore  and  invigorate  an  empire,  which  had  been 
almoft  diifolved  by  the  fucceffive  weaknefs  of  two  hereditary  mo- 
narchs.  He  was  born  in  Thrace,  and  educated  to  the  profeflion  cf 
arms ;  but  Marcian's  youth  had  been  feverely  exercifed  by  poverty 
and  misfortune,  fmce  his  only  refource,  when  he  firft  arrived  at 
Conftantinople,  confifted  in  two  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  which  he 
had  borrowed  of  a  friend.  He  pafled  nineteen  years  in  thedomeftic 
and  military  fervice  of  Afpar,  and  his  fon  Ardaburius ;  follov>Td 
thofe  powerful  generals  to  the  Perfian  and  African  wars;  and  obtained, 
by  their  influence,  the  honourable  rank  of  tribune  and  fenator.     His 

'■  Pulcherix  nutii  (fays  Count  Marcellinus)     fon,  whofe  father  had  fufFered  at  his  inftiga- 
fa\  cum  avaritia  interemptus  eft.     She  aban-     tion. 
doneJ  the  eunuch  to  the  pious  revenge  of  a 

mild 
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mild  diipofitlon,  and  ufeflil  talents,  without  alarming  the  jcaloufy,    ^-^-^^F' 
recommended  Marcian  to  the  efteem  and  favour,  of  his  patrons  :  he    »— — r-  ^ 
had  feen,  perhaps  he  had  felt,  the  abufes  of  a  venal  and  oppreflive 
adminiftration ;  and  his  own  example  gave  weight  and  energy  to  the 
laws,  which  he  promulgated  for  the  reforniation  of  manners  '% 


5*  Procopius,  de  Bell.  Vandal,  1.  i.  c.  4.  the  Catholics,   have  bellowed   on  Marcian, 

Evagrius,  1.  ii.  c.  i.     Theophanes,  p.  90.  are  diligently  tranfcribed  by  Baronius,  as  aa, 

91.   Novell,   ad  Calcem   Cod.  Theod.  torn,  encouragement  for  future  princes. 
vi.  p.  30.     The  praifes  which  St.  Leo,  and 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XXXV. 

Ιηναβοη  of  Gaul  by  Attila. — He  is  rtpulfed  by  ^tius  a?id 
the  Viftgoths, — Attila  invades  and  evacuates  Italy.—. 
The  Deaths  of  Attila.^  ^tiusy  and  Valentinian  the 
Third, 

^xxxv^'    T"^  ^^^  *^^  opinion  of  Marcian,  that  war  fhould  be  avoided,  as 
' — -'• — '    X  long  as  it  is  poffible  to  preferve  a  fecure  and  honourable  peace  ; 

Attila  threat-    ,  .  ,.,         -r     i  •  •    •  i  ,      i  ,, 

ens  both  em-  but  It  was  hkewile  his  opinion,  that  peace  cannot  be  honourable  or 
fecure,  if  the  fovereign   betrays   a  pufillanimous    averfion  to   war. 


pires,  and 
prepares 


invade  Gaul,  ^-j^j^  temperate  courage  didlated  his  reply  to  the  demands  of  At- 
tila, who  infolendy  preiTed  the  payment  of  the  annual  tribute.  The 
emperor  fignified  to  the  Barbarians,  that  they  muft  no  longer  infult 
the  majefty  of  Rome,  by  the  mention  of  a  tribute  ;  that  he  was 
difpofed  to  reward,  with  becoming  liberality,  the  faithful  friendfliip 
of  his  allies ;  but  that,  if  they  prefumed  to  violate  the  public  peace, 
they  fhould  feel  that  he  poiTeifed  troops,  and  arms,  and  rcfolution, 
to  repel  their  attacks.  The  fame  language,  even  in  the  camp  of  the 
Huns,  was  ufed  by  his  ambaffador  Apollonius,  whofe  bold  refufal  to 
deliver  -the  prefents,  till  he  had  been  admitted  to  a  perfonal  inter- 
view, difplayed  a  fenfe  of  dignity,  and  a  contempt  of  danger,  which 
Attila  was  not  prepared  to  expert  from  the  degenerate  Romans  '.  He 
threatened  to  chaftife  the  ralli  fucceifor  of  Theodofius  ;  but  he  hefi- 
iatcd,  Λvhether  he  ihoukl  fu-ft  direft  his  invincible  arms  againft  the 

'   See  Prifcii-s  p.  39.  72 

Eaflern 
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•jEaileni  or  the  Weftern  empire.      While  mankind  awaited  his  deci-    ^-^χγ^' 

.fioa  with  awful  fufpenfc,  he  fent  an  equal  defiance  to  the  courts  of  ' ^ — -', 

Ravenna  and  Conilantinople  ;  and  his  minifters  fainted  the  two  em- 
perors Avith  the  fame  haughty  declaration.  "  Attila,  }nj  lord,  and 
"  ibj  lord,,  commands  thee  to  provide  a  palace  for  his  immediate 
"  reception  \"  But  as  the  Barbarian  defpifed,  or  afFedled  to  de- 
fpife,  the  Romans  of  the  Eaft,  whom  he  had  fo  often  vanquiihed, 
he  foon  declared  his  refolution  of  fufpending  the  eafy  conqueft, 
till  he  had  atchieved  a  more  glorious  and  important  enterprife.  In 
the  memorable  invafions  of  Gaul  and  Italy,  the  Huns  were  naturally 
attracted  by  the  wealth  and  fertility  of  thofe  provinces ;  but  the  par- 
ticular motives  .and  provocations  of  Attila,  can  only  be  explained  by 
the  ftate  of  the  XVeftern  empire  under  the  reign  ofValentinian,  or,  to 
fpeak  more  correftly,  under  the  adminiftration  of  iEtius  \ 

After  the  death  of  his  rival  Boniface,  iEtius  had  prudently  retired   Ch.iraaer 
to  the  tents  of  the  Huns ;  and  he  was  indebted  to  their  alliance  for  tration  of ' ' 
his  iafety  and  his  reftoration.     Inftead  of  the  fuppliant  language  of  a  ^"0^4-3-, 
guilty  exile,  he  fohcited  his  pardon  at  the  head  of  fixty  thoufand  '^^'^' 
Barbarians.;  and  the  emprefs  Placidia  confeffed,  by  a  feeble  refiilance, 
that  the  condefcenfion,  which  might  have  been  afcribed  to  clemency, 
was  the  effed  of  weaknefs  or  fear.     She  delivered  herfelf,   her   fon 
Valentinian,  and  the  Weftern  empire,  into  the  hands  of  an  infolent 
fubjed ;  nor  could  Placidia  protedl  the  fon-in-law  of  Boniface,  the 
virtuous  and  faithful  Scbaftian  *,  from  the  implacable  perfecution, 

which 

^  The  Alexandrian  or  Pafchal  Chronicle,  torn.  i.   p.  189 — 424.,  throws  great  lighten 

whichintroducesthishaiightymeflage,  during  the  ftate  of  Gaul,  when  it  was  invaded  by 

the  lifetime  of  Theodofius,   may  have  anti-  Attila;  but  the   ingenious  author,  the  Abbe 

cipated  the  date;  but  the  dull  annalift  was  Dubos,  too  often  bewilders  himfelf  in  fyftem 

incapable  of  inventing  the  original  and  ge-  and  conjeilure. 
nuine  ftyle  of  Attila.  *  Viflor  Vitenfis  (de  Perfecut.  Vandal.  1.  i. 

^  The  fecond  book  of  the  Hiftoire  Critique  c.  6.  p.  8.  edit.  Ruinart)  calls  him,  acercon- 

de  lEtabliflement  de  la  MonarchjeFranjoife,  filio  et  ftrenuus  in  bello  ;  but  his   courage. 

Vol.  111.  3  Ε  whea 
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which  urged  him  from  one  kingdom  to  another,  till  he  miferably 
periihed  in  the  iervice  of  the  Vandals.  The  fortunate  ^tius,  who 
was  immediately  promoted  to  the  rank  of  patrician,  and  thrice  in- 
vefted  with  the  honours  of  the  confullhip»  affumed,  with  the  title  of 
mailer  of  the  cavalry  and  infantry,  the  whole  military  power  of  the 
ftate;  and  he  is  fometimes  ftyled,  by  contemporary  writers,  the  Duke,, 
or  General,  of  the  Romans  of  the  Weft.  His  prudence,  rather  than 
his  virtue,  engaged  him  to  leave  the  grandlbn  of  Theodofms  in  the 
pofleffion  of  the  purple;  and  Valentinian  was  permitted  to  enjoy 
the  peace  and  luxury  of  Italy,  while  the  patrician  appeared  in  the 
glorious  light  of  a  hero  and  a  patriot,  who  fupported  near  twenty 
years  the  ruins  of  the  Weilern  empire.  Tlie  Gothic  hlftcrian  inge- 
nuoufly  confefles,  that  ^tius  was  born  for  the  falvation  of  the 
Roman  republic'  ;  and  the  following  portrait,  though  it  is  drawn 
in  the  faireft  colours,  muft  be  allowed  to  contain  a  much  larger 
proportion  of  truth  than  of  flattery.  "  His  mother  was  a  wealthy 
"  and  noble  Italian,  and  his  flither  Gaudentius,  W'ho  held  a  diftin- 
"  guiihed  rank  in  the  province  of  Scythia,  gradually  rofe  from  the 
*'  ilation  of  a  military  domefiic,  to  the  dignity  of  mailer  of  the  cavalry,. 
*'  Their  fon,  who  was  enrolled  almoil  in  his  infancy  in  the  guards, 
*'  was  given  as  a  hoilage,  firil  to  Alaric,  and  afterwards  to  the  Huns  ; 
**  and  he  fucceffively  obtained  the  civil  and  military  honours  of  the 
"  palace,  for  which  he  was  equally  qualified  by  fuperior  merit. 
"  The  graceful  figure  of  ^tius  was  not  above  the  middle  ilature ; 
"  but  his  manly  limbs  were  admirably  formed  for  ilrength,.  beauty,^ 

when  he  became  unfortunate,  was  cenfured  merous  train  ;  fince  he  could  ravage  the  Hel- 

as  defperate  raihnefs ;  and  Seballian  defcrved,  lefpont  and  Propontis,  and  feize  the  city  of 

or  obtained,   the   epithet  of /crf-if/j  (Sidon.  Barcelona. 

Apollinar.  Carmen  ix.  i8i.)-      His  adven-  '  Reipubllcx  Romanx  fingulariter  natus, 

tures  at    Conftantinople,    in    Sicily,     Gaul,  qui    fuperbiam    Suevorum,     Francorumque 

Spain,  and  Africa,  are  faintly  marked  in  the  barbaricm  immenfis    cosdibus   fervire  Impe- 

Chronicles  of  Marcellinus  and  Idatius.     In  rio  Romano  coegiifet.     Jornandes  de  Rebus 

his  diilrcfs  he  was  always  followed  by  a  nu-  Geticis,  c.  J4.  p.  660, 

6  "  and 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  39.; 

"  ίλίιά  agility  ;  aud  he  excelled  in  the  raartial  exerciies  of  managing  ^y  υλ^'  ^ 
*'  a  horfe,  drawing  the  bow,  and  darting  the  javelin.  He  could  «— — ^. — -j 
"  patiently  endure  the  want  of  food  or  of  ileep  ;  and  his  mind  and 
"  body  were  alike  capable  of  the  moft  laborious  efforts.  He  pof- 
"  feifed  the  genuine  courage,  that  can  defpife  not  only  dangers  but 
"  injuries;  and  it  was  imp oiTible  either  to  corrupt,  or  deceive,  or 
"  intimidate,  the  firm  integrity  of  his  fouP."  The  Barbarians,  who 
Jiad  feated  themfelves  in  the  Weftern  provinces,  were  iufenri^ily 
taught  to  refpeft  the  faith  and  valour  of  the  patrician  iEtius.  He 
foothed  their  paiTions,  confulted  their  prejudices,  balanced  their  in- 
terefts,  and  checked  their  ambition.  A  feafonable  treaty,  which  he 
concluded  with  Genferlc,  protected  Italy  from  the  depredations  of 
the  Vandals ;  the  independent  Britons  implored  and  acknowledged 
his  falutary  aid  ;  the  Imperial  authority  Avas  reftored  and  maintained 
in  Gaul  and  Spain;  and  he  compelled  the  Franks  and  the  Suevi, 
whom  he  had  vanquiilied  in  the  field,  to  become  the  ufeful  confede- 
rates of  the  republic. 

From  a  principle  of  intereft,  as  well  as  gratitude,  jEtius  afiiduouily  His  connec- 
cultivated  the  alliance  of  the  Huns.  Whife  he  refided  in  their  tents 
as  a  hoftage,  or  an  exile,  he  had  familiarly  converied  wdth  Attila 
Iiimfelf,  the  nephew  of  his  benefaftor  ;  and  the  two  famous  anta- 
gonifts  appear  to  have  been  connected  by  a  perfonal  and  military 
friendihip,  which  they  afterwards  confirmed  by  mutual  gifts,  frequent 
embaffies,  and  the  education  of  Carpilio,  the  fon  of  iEtius,  in  the 
camp  of  Attila.  By  the  fpecious  profeffions  of  gratitude  and  λΌίαπ- 
tary  attachment,  the  patrician  might  difguife  his  apprehenfions  of 
the  Scythian  conqueror,  who  preiTed  the  two  empires  vnth.  his  innu- 

*  This  portrait  is  drawn  by  Renatus  Profu-  or  at  leaft  the  intereft,  of  Renatus,  to  magnify 

turus  Frigeridus,  a  contemporary  hiftorian,  the  virtues  of  ^tius;    but  he  would  have 

Jinown  only  by  feme  extradls,  which  are  pre-  Ihewn  more  dexterity,  if  he  had  not  infiited 

ferved  by  Gregory  of  Tours  (!.  ii.  c.  8.  in  on  his  patient, /ir^/'ii/M^  dilpofiuon. 
«oin.  ii.  f.  163.).     It  was  probably  the  duty, 

3  Ε  2  nierable 


tion  with  thS 
Huns  and 
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CHAP,     merable    armies.      His  demands  were  obeyed  or   eluded.      When 

XXXV 
\.      ^       I    he   claimed    the   fpoils  of  a  vanquifhed  city,   fome  vaies   of  gold^ 

which  had  been  fraudently  embezzled ;  the  civil  and  military 
governors  of  Noricum  were  immediately  difpatched  to  fatisfy  his 
complaints':  and  it  is  evident,  from  their  converfation-  with  Maxi- 
min  and  Prifcus,  in  the  royal  village,  that  the  valour  and  prudence 
of  iEtius  had  not  faved  the  AVeftern  Romans  from  the  common 
ignominy  of  tribute.  Yet  his  dexterous  policy  prolonged  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  falutary  peace  ;  and  a  numerous  army  of  Huns  and 
Alani,  whom  he  had  attached  to  his  perfon,  was  employed  in  the 
defence  of  Gaul.  Two  colonies  of  thefe  Barbarians  were  judicioufly 
fixed  in  the  territories  of  Valence  and  Orleans  * :  and  their  aftive 
cavalry  fecured  the  important  paiTages  of  the  Rhone  and  of  the 
Loire.  Thefe  favag-e  allies  were  not  indeed  lefs  formidable  to  the 
fubjeds  than  to  the  enemies  of  Rome.  Their  original  fettlemenrt 
was  enforced  with  the  licentious  violence  of  conqueft ;  and  the  pro- 
vince through  which  they  marched,  was  expofed  to  all  the  calami- 
ties of  an  hoftile  invafion  '.     Strangers  to  the  emperor  or  the  re- 

'  The  embafly  confided  of  Count  Romu-  pofition  of /wo  colonies  or  garrifons  of  Alani, 

lus  ;  of  Promotus,  prefident  of  Noricum  ;  and  will  confirm  his  arguntents,  and  remove  his 

of  Roraanus,  the  military  duke.     They  were  objedlions. 

accompanied  by  Tatullus,  an  illuilrious  citi-  ^  See  Profper.    Tyro,     p.   639.    Sidonius 

zen  of  Petovio,  in  the  fame  province,  and  fa-  (Panegyr.  Avit.  246.)  complains,  in  the  name 

therofOreftes,  who  had  married  the  daughter  of  Auvergne,  his  native  country, 

of  Count  Romulus.     'See  Prifcus,  p.  57.  65.  Litorius  Scythicos  equites  tunc  forte  fub- 

Cafiiodorius  (Variar.  i.  4.)  mentions  another  ^q^q 

embafiy,  which  was  executed  by  his  father  Celfus  Aremorico,  Geticum    rapiebat    in 

and  Carpilio,  the  fon  of  .iEtius ;  and  as  At-  a^men 

tila  was  no  more,  he  could  fafely  boail  of  Per  terras,  Arverne,  tuas,  qui proximaqux- 

their  manly  intrepid  behaviour  in  his  pre-  „^^ 

^'^""•  Difcurfu,  3ammis,  ferro,  feritate,  rapinis, 

'  Defcrta  Vaientlnas   urbis    rura   Alanis  Delebant ;  pacis  fallentes  nomen  inane, 

particnda  traduntur.  Profper.  Tyronis  Chron,  .       ,                 ^.     ■•          ,- τ^    ■        , 

in  Hiiloriens  de  France,  torn.  i.  p.  639.     A  ^"°'''"  P°.'^'  ^^"'^""^  of  Perigord„coniirms 


few  lines  afterwards,   Profper  obferves,  that 


the  complaint  ι 


lands  in  the  ulterior  Gaul  were  affigned  to  the        Nam   focium  vi.v  ferre  queas,  qui    durioi^ 

Alani.     Without  admitting  the  correftion  of  hofte. 

Dubos  (tom.i.p.  300.);  thercafonablcfup-  SeeDubos,  torn.  i.  p.  330. 

public. 
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public,  the  Alani  of  Gaul  were  deA'Oted  to  the  ambition  of  ^tius ,    ^^^Λ^^• 
and  though  he  might  fufpect,  that,  in  a  conteft  with  Attila  h-imfelf,    <—  -.-  -/ 
they  would  revolt  to  the  ftandard  of  their  national  king,  the  patrician 
laboured  to  reftrain,  rather  than  to  excite,  their  zeal  and  refentment 
agalnft  the  Goths,  the  Burgundians,  and  the  Franks. 

The  kingdom  eilabliflied  by  the  Vifigoths  in  the  fouthern  pro-  '^^^  Vifi- 
vinces  of  Gaul,  had  gradually  acquired  ftrength  and  maturity ;  and  Gaul  under 
the  conduit  of  thofe  ambitious  Barbarians,  either  in  peace  or  war,  Theodoric, 
engaged  the  perpetual  vigilance  of  iEtius.  After  the  death  of  Wallia, 
the  Gothic  fceptre  devolved  to  Theodoric,  the  fon  of  the  great 
Alaric '" ;  and  his  prcfperous  reign,  of  more  than  thirty  years,  over 
a  turbulent  people,  may  be  allowed  to  prove,  that  his  prudence  was 
fupported  by  uncommon  vigour,  both  of  mind  and  body.  Impa- 
tient .of  his  narrow  limits,  Theodoric  afpired  to  the  pofleifion  of 
Aries,  the  w^ealthy  feat  of  government  and  commerce  ;  but  the  city 
was  faved  by  the  timely  approach  of  jEtius ;  and  the  Gothic  king,• 
who  had  raifed  the  fiege  with  fome  lois  and  difgrace,  was  perfuaded, 
for  an  adequate  fubfidy,  to  divert  the  martial  valour  of  his  fubjeds  in 
a  Spaniih  war.  Yet  Theodoric  ftill  watched,  and  eagerly  feized,  the 
favourable  moment  of  renewing  his  hoftile  attempts.  The  Goths  A.  D.  435  — 
befieged  Narbonne,  while  the  Belgic  provinces  were  invaded  by  the 
Burgundians  ;  and  the  public  fafety  was  threatened  on  every  fide  by 
the  apparent  union  of  the  enemies  of  Rome.  On  every  fide,  the 
activity  of  iEtius, .  and  his  Scythian  cavalry,  oppofed  a  firm  and  fuc- 
cefsful  refinance.  Twenty  thoufand  Burgundians  were  flain  in 
battle  ;  and  the  remains  of  the  nation  humbly  accepted  a  dependent; 

'°  Theodoric  II.  the  fon  of  Theodoric  I.,  de-         Quod  re,  Roma,  capir. 


dares  to  Avitus  his  refolution  of  repairing,  Sidon.  Panegyr.  Avit.  505. 

or  expiating,  the  fault  which  his  ^ra»«y«//i'ir  This  charafter,  applicable  only  to  the  great 

had  committed.  Alaric,  eftablilhes  the  genealogy  of  the  Gb- 

Qua;  rie/er  peccavit  aznr,  qucm  fufcat  id  thic   kings,  which  has  hitherto  been  unno- 


unum,  ticed. 


fciUL 
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CHAP,    feat  In  the  mountains  of  Savoy  ".     The  walls  of  Narbonnc  had  been 
<^   -\-  J    ihaken  by  the  battering  engines,  and  the  inhabitants  had  endured  the 
laft  extremities  of  famine,   when  count  Litorius,  approaching   in 
filcnce,  and  directing  each  horfernan  to  cany  behind  him  two  facks 
of  flour,  cut  his  way  through  the  intrenchments   of  the  befiegers. 
The  fiege  w^as  immediately  raifed;  and  the  more  decifive  vidtoiy, 
which   is   afcribed   to   the  perfonal  condud  of  iEtius  himfelf,    was 
marked  with  the  blood  of  eight  thoufand  Goths.     But  in  the  ab- 
fcnce  of  the  patrician,  who  was  hallily  fummoned  to  Italy  by  fome 
public  or  private  interefl:,  count  Litorius  fucceeded  to  the  command  ; 
iind  his  prefumption   foon  difcovered,  that  far  different  talents  are  . 
required  to  lead  a  Aving  of  cavalry,  or  to  direit  the  operations  of  an 
important  war.     At  the  head  of  an  army  of  Huns,  he   raflily  ad- 
vanced to  the  gates  of  Thouloufe,  full  of  carelefs  contempt  for  an 
enemy,  whom  his  misfortunes  had  rendered  prudent,  and  his  fitu- 
ation  made  delperate.     The  predi<£tions  of  the  Augurs  had  infpired 
Litorius  with  the  profane  confidence,  that  he  ihould  enter  the  Gothic 
capital  in  triumph ;  and   the  truil  which   he   repofed  in  his  Pagan 
allies,  encouraged  him  to  rejc£t  the  fair   conditions  of  peace,  which 
W'Cre  repeatedly  propofed  by  the  bifliops  in  the  name  of  Theodoric. 
The  king  of  the  Goths  exhibited  in  his  diftrefs  the  edifying  contrail 
of  Chriftian  piety  and  moderation ;  nor  did  he  lay  afide  his  fackcloth 
and  aihes  till  he  was  prepared  to  arm  for  the  combat.     His  foldiers, 
animated  with  martial  and  religious  enthufiafm,  aflaulted  the  camp 
of  Litorius.     The  conJlidi:  Λvas  obftinate  ;  the  flaughter  was  mutual. 
The  Roman  general,  after  a  total  defeat,  which   could-^  be  imputed 
only  to  his  unikilful  i-aihnefs,  was  adually  led  through  the  ftreets  of 

"  The  name  of  SapauSa,  the  origin  of  noble  in  Dauphiac;  and  Ebredunum,  orlver- 

Sa'vpy,  is  firll  mentioned  by  Ammianus  Mar-  dun,  iheltereda  fleet  of  fniall  veffels,  which 

celiinus;  and    two   military    polls  are  afcer-  commanded  the  lake  of  fieufchatel.   See  Va- 

tained,  by  the  Notitia,  within  the  limits  of  lefiu?,  Notit.  Galiiarum,  p.  503.  D'Anvilie, 

that  province;  a  cohort  was  Rationed  at  Grc-  Notice  de  I'Ancienne  Gaulc,  p.  284.  579. 

Thouloufe, 
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Thouloufe,  not  in  his  own,  but  in  a  hoilile,  triumph :  and  the  ml-    CHAP, 
i-  1  •  t   ,  •  ,    •        ,  XXXV. 

lery  which  he  experienced,  in  a  long  and  ignominious  captivity,  ex-    '.    -.-    _/■ 

cited  the  compaffion  of  the  Barbarians  themfelves  '\  Such  a  lofs,  in 
a  country  whofe  fpirit  and  finances  were  long  fince  exhaufted,  could- 
not  eafily  be  repaired ;  and  the  Goths,  affuming,  in  their  turn,  the 
fentiments  of  ambition  and  revenge,  would  have  planted  their  vido- 
rious  ftandards  on  the.  banks  of  the  Rhone,  if  the  prefence  of 
iEtius  had  not  reftored  ftrength  and  difcipline  to  the  Romans  '\ 
The  two  armies  expelled  the  fignal  of  a  decifive  adion  ;  but  the  ge- 
nerals, who  were  confcious  of  each  other's  force,  and  doubtful  of 
Aeir  own  fuperiority,  prudently  ilieathed  their  fwords  in  the  field  of 
battle ;  and  their  reconciliation  was  permanent  and  fincere.  Theo- 
doric,  king  of  the  Vifigoths,  appears  to  have  deferved  the  love  of 
his  fubje£ts,.  the  confidence  of  his  allies,,  and  the  efteem  of  man- 
kind. His  throne  was  furrounded  by  fix  valiant  fons,  vfho  were 
educated  with  equal  care  in  the  exercifes  of  the  Barbarian  camp,., 
and  in  thofe  of  the  Gallic  fchools :  from  the  ftudy  of  the  Roman 
jurifprudence,  they  acquired  the  theory,  at  leaft,.  of  law  and  juftice  ;, 
and  the  harmonious  fenfe  of  Virgil  contributed  to  foften  the  afperity 
of  their  native  manners  '\  The  two  daughters  of  the  Gothic  king 
were  given  in;  marriage  to  the  eldeil  fons  of  the  kings  of  the  Suevi 


Salvian  has  attempted   to  explain  the  Vincere  contingat,  trepido. 


moral  government  of  the  Deity  ;  a  taik  which  Panegyr.  Avit.  300,  &c. 

maybe  readily  performed  by  fuppofing,  that  Sidonius  then  proceeds,  according   to  the 

the  calamities  of  the  wicked  are,  judgments,  duty  of  a  panegyrift,   to  transfer  the  whole 

and   thofe  of  the  righteous, /r/a/x.  merit  from  ^tius,  to  his  minifter  Avitus. 

"   Captoterrarum  damnapatebant  '*  Theodoric  II.  revered,  in  the  perfon  of 

Litorio,  in  Rhodanuin  proprios  produ-  Avitus,  the  charailer  of  his  preceptor. 

cere  fines,  Mihi  Romula  dudum 

Theudorids  iixum  ;.nec  eratpugnare  ne-  Per  te  j«ra  placent :  parvumque  edifcere 

ceile,  juilit 

Sed  migrare  Getis ;  rabidam  trux  afperat  Ad  tua  verba  pater,  docili  quo  prifca 

iram  Maronis 

Viftor;  quod  fenfit  Scythicum  fubmcer  Carmine  mollirft  Scythicos  mihi  pagi- 

nibus  hoftem  na  mores. 

Imputat,  et  nihil  eft  gravius,  fi  forfitan  Sidon.  Panegyr.  Avit.  495,  &c. 


uaquam 


and 
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C  π  Λ  P.    ^-,,-iJ  of  the  Vandals,  who   rcicrneJ  in  Spain  and  Africa;  but  thefc 

XXXV.  '  .  . 

\ ^ ;    llluftrious  alliances  were  pregnant  M^th  guilt  and  difcord.   The  queen 

of  the  Suevi  bewailed  the  death  of  an  hufband,  inhumanly  mafla- 
cred  by  her  brother.  The  princefs  of  the  Vandals  was  the  vidtim 
of  a  jealous  .tyrant,  whom  llie  called  her  father.  The  cruel  Gen- 
feric  fufpeded,  that  his  fon's  wife  had  confpired  to  poifon  him  ;  the 
fuppofed  crime  was  puniihed  by  the  amputation  of  her  nofe  and 
cars  ;  and  the  unhappy  daughter  of  Theodoric  Avas  ignominioufly 
returned  to  the  court  of  Thouloufe  in  that  deformed  and  mutilated 
condition.  This  horrid  adl,  which  muft  feem  mcredible  to  a  civil- 
ized age,  drew  tears  from  every  fpedator ;  but  Theodoric  was  urged, 
by  the  feelings  of  a  parent  and  a  king,  to  revenge  fuch  irreparable 
injuries.  The  Imperial  minifters,  who  always  cheriihed  the  difcord 
of  the  Barbarians,  would  have  fupplied  the  Goths  with  arms,  and 
ihips,  and  treafures,  for  the  African  war ;  and  the  cruelty  of 
Genferic  might  have  been  fatal  to  himfelf,  if  the  artful  Vandal  had 
not  armed,  in  his  caufe,  the  formidable  poAver  of  the  Huns.  His 
rich  gifts  and  preffing  folicitations  inflam.ed  the  ambition  of  Attila ; 
and  the  defigns  of  iEtius  and  Theododc  were  prevented  by  the  in- 
vafion  of  Gaul  ". 
The  Franks  The  Franks,  whofe  monarchy  was  ftill  confined  to  the  neigh- 
under  the  bourhood  of  the  Lower  Rhine,  had  wifely  eftabliihed  the  right 
MenDvingian   ^^  hereditary  fucceffion  in  the  noble  family  of  the  Merovingians ''. 

A.  D.  420  — 

^^^  '  "5  Our  authorities  for  the  reign  of  Theo-  himfelf  does  not  mention   the   'Mcroi^ngian 

doric  I.  are,    Jornandes   de  Rebus   Geticis,  name,  which  may  be  traced,  however,  to  the 

c,  34.  36.  and  the  Chronicles  of  Idatius,  and  beginning  of  the  feventh  century,  as  the  di- 

the  two  Profpers,  inferted  in  the  Hiftorians  of  ftinftive  appellation  of  the  royal  family,  and 

France,  torn.  i.  p.  612—640.     To  thefe  we  even  of  the  French  monarchy.     An  ingeni- 

may  add  Salvian   de  Gubernatione  Dei,  1.  ous critic  has  deduced  the  Merovingians  from 

vii.  p.  243,  244,  245.  and  the  Panegyric  of  the  great   Maroboduus;  and  he  has  clearly 

Avitus,   by  Sidonius.  proved,  that  the  prince,  who  gave  his  name 

'«  Reges  Crinitos  k  creaviffe  de  prima,  et  to  the  firft  race,  was  more  ancient  than   the 

ut  ita  dicam  nobiliori  fuorum  familia  (Greg,  father  of  Childeric.     See  Memoires  de  I'Aca- 

Turon.  1.  ii.  c.  9.  p.  166.  of  the  fecond  vo-  demie  des  Infcriptions,  torn.  xx.  p.  52— go. 

iume  of  the  Hiftorians  of  France).     Gregory  torn.  xxx.  p.  557— 587. 

7  '  Thefe 
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Thele  princes  were  elevated  on  a  buckler,  the  fymbol  of  military    CHAP. 

command  '^  ;  and  the  royal  fafhion  of  long  hair  was  the  enljgn  of    < ,—,'_/ 

their  birth  and  dignity.  Their  flaxen  locks,  which  they  combed 
and  drelTed  with  fingular  care,  hung  down  in  flowing  ringlets  on 
their  back  and  ilioulders ;  while  the  reft  of  the  nation  were  obliged, 
either  by  law  or  cuftom,  to  ihave  the  hinder  part  of  their  head  ;  to 
conib  their  hair  over  the  forehead,  and  to  content  themfelves  with 
the  ornament  of  two  fmall  whiikers  '\  The  lofty  ftature  of  the 
Franks,  and  their  blue  eyes,  denoted  a  Germanic  origin  ;  their  clofe 
apparel  accurately  exprefled  the  figure  of  their  limbs  ;  a  -weighty 
fword  was  fufpended  from  a  broad  belt ;  their  bodies  were  protefted 
by  a  large  Ihield :  and  thefe  warlike  Barbarians  were  trained,  from 
their  earlieft  youth,  to  run,  to  leap,  to  fwim;  to  dart  the  javelin,  or 
battle-axe,  with  unerring  aim ;  to  advance,  without  hefitation,  againft 
a  fuperior  enemy  ;  and  to  maintain,  either  in  life  or  death,  the  in- 
vincible reputation  of  their  anceftors  '°.  Clodion,  the  firft  of  their 
long-haired  kings,  whofe  name  and  adions  are  mentioned  in  authen- 
tic hiftory,  held  his  refidence  at  Difpargum  ",  a  village,  or  fortrefs, 
whofe  place  may  be  aflTigned  between  Louvain  and  Bruffels.  From 
the  report  of  his  fpies,  the  king  of  the  Franks  was  informed,  that 

"  This   German   cuftom,  which  may  be  by  Agathias  (torn.  ii.  p.   49.),  and  by  Gre- 

traced  from  Tacitus   to   Gregory  of  Tours,  gory  of  Tours,  1.   iii.    18.  vi.    24.  viii.    10. 

was  at  length  adopted   by  the  emperors   of  torn.  ii.  p.  196.  278.  316. 

Conflantinople.      From  a  MS.  of  the  tenth  ">  See  an  original  piiliire  of  the   figure, 

century,   Montfaucon  has  delineated  the  re-  drefs,     arms,    and     temper   of   the    ancient 

prefentation  of  a   fimuar  ceremony,   which  Franks    in    Sidonius    Apollinaris   (Panegyr. 

the  ignorance  of  the  age  had  applied  to  king  Majorian,   238  — 254.)  ;    and    fuch  piilurcs, 

David.     See    Monuments  de    la  Monarchic  though  coarfely  drawn,  have  a  real   and  in- 

Fran^oife,  tom.  i.  Difcourfe  Preliminaire.  trinfic  value.      Father  Daniel    (Hift.   de  la 

'"  Cxfaries  prolixa  .  .  .  ,  crinium  fiagellis  Milicc   Fran^oife,  torn.  i.  p.  2 — 7.)   has  il- 

per  terga  dimifiis,  &c.     See   the  Preface  to  lullrated  the  defcription. 

third  volume  of  the   Hillorians  of  France,  "  Dubos,  Hift.   Critique,   &c.  tom.  i.    o. 

and  the  Abbe  Le  Bcouf  (Diflertat.   tom.  iii.  271,  272.      Some  geographers   have   placed 

P•  47-  79•)•     This  peculiar  falhion   of  the  Difpargum  on  the  German  fide  of  the  Rhine. 

Merovingians  has  been  remarked  by  natives  See  a  note  of  the  Benediiline  Editors  to  the 

2nd  ftrangers;  by  Prifcus  (torn.  i.  p.  608.),  Hillorians  of  France,  tom.ii.  p.  166. 

Vol.  III.  3  F  the 
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CHAP,  the  defencelefs  ftate  of  the  fecond  Bclgic  muft  yield,  on  the  flighteft 
■  ^^^^•  .  attack,  to  the  valour  of  his  fubjeas.  He  bcldly  penetrated  through 
the  thickets  and  moralTcs  of  the  Carbonarian  foreft  *'  ;  occupied 
Tournay  and  Cambray,  the  only  cities  which  exifted  in  the  fifth 
century,  and  extended  his  couquefts  as  far  as  the  river  Somme,  over 
a  defolate  country,  whofe  cultivation  and  populoufnefs  are  the  effeds 
of  more  recent  induftry".  While  Clodion  lay  encamped  in  the  plains 
ofArtois",  and  celebrated,  with  vain  and  oftentatious  fecurity,  the 
marriage,  perhaps,  of  his  fon,  the  nuptial  feaft  was  interrupted  by 
the  unexpeQed  and  unwelcome  prefence  of  jEtius,  who  had  paiTed  the 
Somme  at  the  head  of  his  light  cavalry.  The  tables,  \vhich  had 
been  fpread  under  the  ihelter  of  a  hill,  along  the  banks  of  a  pleafant 
ftream,  were  rudely  overturned  ;  the  Franks  were  opprefled  before 
they  could  recover  their  arms,  or  their  ranks  ;  and  their  unavailing 
valour  was  fatal  only  to  themfelves.  The  loaded  waggons,  which  had 
followed  their  march,  afforded  a  rich  booty  ;  and  the  virgin-bride, 
with  her  female  attendants,  fubmitted  to  the  new  lovers,  who  were 
impofed  on  them  by  the  chance  of  war.  This  advantage,  whith 
had  been  obtained  by  the  ikill  and  aQivity  of  JEtius,  might  refled 
fome  difgrace  on  the  military  prudence  of  Clodion  ;  but  the  king  of 
the  Franks  foon  regained  his  ftrength  and  reputation,  and  ftill  main- 
tained the  pofleffion  of  his  Gallic  kingdom  from  the  Rhine  to  the 
Somme  '*.     Under  his  reign,  and  moft  probably  from  the  enterprifing 

fpirit 

■"  The  Carbonarian  wood,  was  tliat  part  The  predfe  fpot  was  a  town,  or  villagr,  called 

of  the   great  forcit  of  the  Ardennes,  which  Vicus  Helena  ;  and    both  the  name  and  the 

h,y  between  the  Efcaut,  or  Scheld,  and   the  place  arc  difcovered  by  modern  geographers 

Meufe.     Valef.  Notit.  Gall.  p.  126.  atLens.  See  Valef.' Notit.  Gall.  p.  ζφ.  Lcn- 

^^-  Gregor.  Turon.  1.  ii.  c.  9.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  guerue,  Defciiptionde  la  France,  tcm  iJ.p.uS. 

166,  167.     Fredfgsr.  Epitom.  c.  9.  p.  395.  =*  See  a  vague  account  of  the  aaion  in 

GtilaReg.Francor.  c.  5.intom.ii.p.  544..  Vit.  Sidonius.      P.inegyr.   Majorian.    212 — 230. 

St.  Remig.  ab  Hincmar,  in  torn.  iii.  p.  375.  The  French   critics,   impatient   to  eilabiilh 

S3          Franciis  qua  Cloio  patentes  their  monarchy  in  Gaul,  have  drawn  a  ilrong 

Atrebatum  terras  pervaferat. argument  from  the  filence  of  Sidonius,  who 

P.nncgyr.  Majorian.  212.  dares    not   infinuate,     that   the    vanqu'Aied 

FraiiUs 
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ipirit  of  his  fubjedis,  the  three  capitals,  Ment7,  Treves,•  and  Cologne,    ^^l^^- 

experienced  the  effedls  of  hoilile  cruelty  and  aA^iricc.     The   diftrcfs    ' . » 

of  Cologne  was  prolonged  by  the  perpetual  dominion  of  the  fame 
Barbarians,  who  evacuated  the  ruins  of  Treves ;  anf(i  Treves,  which, 
in  the  fpace  of  forty  years,  had  been  four  tifties  befit^ged  and  pillaged, 
was  difpofed  to  lofe  the  memory  of  her  afflidions  in  the  vain  aniufe- 
ments  of  the  circus  ""K  The  death  of  Clodion,  after  a  reign  of  twenty 
years,  expofed  his  kingdom  to  the  difcord  and  ambition  of  his  two 
fons.  Meroveus,  the  younger  ",  was  pcrfuaded  to  implore  the  pro- 
tedtion  of  Rome  ;  he  was  received  at  the  Imperial  court,  as  the  ally 
of  Valentinian,  and  the  adopted  fon  of  the  patrician  YEtius ;  and 
difmiiTed,  to  his  native  country,  with  fplendid  gifts,  and  the  ftrongefi: 
aiTurances  of  friendihip  and  fupport.  During  his  abfence,  his  elder 
brother  had  folicited,  with  equal  ardour,  the  formidable  aid  of  Attila ; 
and  the  king  of  the  Huns  embraced  aia  alliance,  which  facilitated  the 
paiTage  of  the  Rhine,  and  juftified,  by  a  fpecious  and  honourable 
pretence,  the  invafion  of  Gaul  ""^ 

When  Attila  declared  his  refolution  of  fupporting  the  caufe  of  his  The  adven^ 
allies,  the  Vandals  and  the  Franks,  at  the  fame  time,  and  almoft  in  pHncefs  Ho- 
the  fpirit  of  romantic  chivalry,  the  favage  monaixh  profeiTed  himfelf  '*°"^• 
the  lover  and  the  champion    of  the  princefs  Honoria.     The  filler 

Franks  were  compelled  to  repafs  the  Rhine,  the  Franks,  who  reigned  on  the  banks  of  the 
Dubos,  torn.  i.  p.  322.  Neckcr  :  but  the  arguments  of  M.  de  fence- 
rs Salvian  (de  Gubernat.  Dei,  I.  vi.)  has  magne  (Mem.  de  I'Academie,  torn.  viii.  p.  ' 
exprefied,  in  vague  and  declamatory  Ian-  464.)  feem  to  prove,  that  the  fucceiTion  of 
guage,  the  misfortunes  of  thefe  three  cities,  Clodion  was  difputed  by. his  two  fons,  and 
which  are  dirtinitly  afcertained  by  the  learn-  that  the  younger  was  Meroveus,  the  father  of 
ed  Mafcoii,  Hift.  ofthe  Ancient  Germans,  Childeric. 

ix.  ^21.  ""  Under  the  Merovingian  race,  the  throne 

'.  .**  Prifcas,  in   relating   the  conteft,    does  was  hereditary;  but  all  the  fons  of  the  de- 

not  name  the  two  brothers ;  the  fecond  of  ccafed  monarch  were  equally  intitled  to  their 

whom   he  had  fcen  .it    Rome,    a    beardlefs  fliaic  of  his  treafures  and  territories.     Seethe 

youth,  with  long  flowing  hair  (Hiftorians  of  Diflertatlons  of  M.  de  Foncemagne  in   the 

France,  torn.  i.   p.  607.  608.).     The  Bene-  fixth  and  eighth  volumes  of  the  Memoires  de 

dictine  Editors  are  inclined   to   believe,  that  I'Academie. 
they  were  the  fons  of  fome  unknown  king  of 

3^  2  of 
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C  Η  A  P.    of  Valentlnian  Avas  educated  in  the  palace  of  Ravenna  ;  and  as  her 

XXXV. 
^_  -^-  '_f    marriage  might  be  produdlive  of  fome  danger  to  the  ftate,  flie  was 

raifed,  by  the  title  of  Angitjia  ''^  above  the  hopes  of  the  raoft  pre- 
fumptuous  fubjedl.     But  the  fair  Honoria  had  no  fooner  attained 
the  fixteenth  year   of  her  age,  than   ihe   detefted   the   importunate 
greatnefs,  which  muft  for  ever  exclude  her  from   the   comforts  of 
honourable  love  :    in  the   midft   of  vain  and   unfatisfadory  pompv 
Honoria  fighed,  yielded  to  the  impulfe  of  nature,  and  threw  her- 
felf  into  the  arms  of  her  chamberlain  Eugenius. ,  Her  guilt  and  ihame 
(fuch  is  the  abfurd  language  of  Imperious  man)  werefoon  betrayed  by 
the  appearances  of  pregnancy :  but  the  difgrace  of  the  royal  family  was 
publiihed  to  the  world  by  the  imprudence  of  the  emprefs  Placidia  ;■ 
who  difmifled  her  daughter,  after  a  ftrid:  and  ihameful  confinement; 
to  a  remote  exile  at  Conftantinople.     The  unhappy  princefs  pafled 
twelve  or  fourteen  years   in  the  irkfome  fociety  of  the  fiilers   of 
Theodofms,  and  their  chofen  virgins  ;  to  whofe  croizm  Honoria  could 
no  longer   afpire,  and  whofe  monaftic  affiduity  of  prayer,  faftingc, 
and  vigils,  ihe  reludlantly  imitated.      Her  impatience   of  long  and 
hopelefs  celibacy,  urged  her   to  embrace  a  ilrange  and  defperate  re- 
iolution.     The  name  of  Attila  was  familiar  and  formidable  at  Con- 
ftantinople;  and  his  frequent  embaflies  entertained  a  perpetual  inter- 
courfe  between  his  camp  and  the  Imperial  palace.     In  the  purfuit  of 
love,  or  rather  of  revenge,  the  daughter  of  Placidia  facrificcd  every 
'  duty,  and  every  prejudice  ;  and  offered  to   deliver  her  perfon  into 
the  arms  of  a  Barbarian,  of  whofe  language  ihe  was  ignorant,  whofe 
figure  was  fcarcely   human,  and  whofe   religion  and   manners  ilie 
abhorred.     By  the  miniftry  of  a  faithful  eunuch,  ihe  tranfmitted  to 
Attila  a  ring,  the  pledge  of  her  aifedlion ;  and  earneftly  conjured 

^'  A  medal  is  ftill  extant,  which  exhibits  improper  legend  of  Snhii  Rtijuhlica  round 
the  plea'ing  countenance  of  Honoria,  with  the  monagram  of  Chriil.  See  Ducange,  Fa- 
ihc  title  of  Augufta;  and  on  thereverfe,  the    rail.  Byzantin.  p.67-73. 

hini 
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him  to  claim  her  as  a  lav/ful  fpoufe,  to  whom  he  had  been  fecretly  ^  ^  A  P: 
betrothed.  Thefe  indecent  advances  were  received,  however,  with  v__^ — 1» 
coldnefs  and  difdain  ;  and  the  king  of  the  Huns  continued  to  mul- 
tiply the  number  of  his  wives,  till  his  love  was  awakened  by  the 
more  forcible  paiTions  of  ambition  and  avarice.  The  invafion  of 
Gaul  was  preceded^  and  juftified,  by  a  formal  demand  of  the  princefs 
Honoria,  with  a  juft  and  equal  ihare  of  the  Imperial  patrimony. 
His  predeceffors,  the  ancient  Tanjous,  had  often  addreifed,  in  the 
fame  hoftile  and  peremptoiy  manner,  the  daughters  of  China  ;  and 
the  pretenfions  of  Attila  were  not  lefs  oifenfive  to  the  majefty  of 
Rome.  A  firm,  but  temperate,  refufal  was  communicated  to  his 
ambafladors.  The  right  of  female  fucceffion,  though  it  might  derive 
a  fpecious  argument  from  the  recent  examples  of  Placidia  and  Pul- 
cheria,  was  ftrenuouily  denied  ;  and  the  indiifoluble  engagements  of 
Honoria  were  oppofed  to  the  claims  of  her  Scythian  lover  ^'.  On 
the  difcovery  of  her  connedion  with  the  king  of  the  Huns,  the 
guilty  princefs  had  been  fent  away,  as  an  objeil  of  horror,  from 
Gonftantinople  to  Italy :  her  life  was  fpared ;  but  the  ceremony  of" 
her  marriage  was  performed  with  forne  obfcure  and  nominal  huf- 
band,  before  ilie  was  immured  in  a  perpetual  prifon,  to  bewail  thofe 
crimes  and  misfortunes,  which  Honoria  might  have  efcaped,  had  ihe 
not  been  born  the  daughter  of  an  emperor  ^^ 

A  native  of  Gaul,   and  a  contemporaiy,   the  learned  and  eloquent   Attila  in - 
Sidonius,.  who  was  afterwards  bifhop  of  Clern^ont,  had  made  a  pro-  3ηά"^ιΓβ' 
mife  to  one  of  his  friends,  that  he  would  compoffe  a  regular  hiiftory  of 
the  war  of  Attila.     If  the  modefty  of  Sidonius  had  not  difcouraged 

^'  See  Prifcus,  p.  39,  40.  It  might  be  ft-illy  rclsted  by  Jornandes,  de  Siicceflione 
fairly  alleged,  that  if  females  could  fucceed  Regn.  c  97.  and  de  Reb.  Get.  c.  42.  p.  674. ; 
to  the  throne,  Valentinian  himfelf,  who  had  and  in  the  Chronicles  of  Profper,  and  Mar- 
married  the  daughter  and  heirefs  of  the  cellinus  ;  but  they  cannot  be  made  confill- 
youn^er  Theodofius,  would  have  aflerted  her  ent,  or  probable,  unlefs  we  feparate,  by  an 
right  to  the  eaftern  empire.  interval  of  time  and  place,  her  intrigue  with 

^^  The  adventures  of  Honoria  are  imper-  Eiigenius,  and  her  invitation  of  Attila. 

7  hiiu^ 
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CHAP,    him  from  the  profecut'ion  of  this  intereftincr  work  ^'  the  hiftonan  would 

XXXV 

' J — '-J   have  related,  with  the  fimplicity  of  tinith,  thofe  memorable  events,  to 

which  the  poet,  in  vague  and  doubtful  metaphors,  has  concifely  al- 
luded ".  The  kings  and  nations  of  Germany  and  Scythia,  from  the 
Volga  perhaps  to  the  Danube,  obeyed  the  warlike  fummons  of 
Attila.  From  the  royal  village,  in  the  plains  of  Hungary,  his  ftan- 
dard  moved  towards  the  Weft  ;  and,  after  a  march  of  feven  or  eight 
hundred  miles,  he  reached  the  conflux  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Necker  ;  . 
where  he  was  joined  by  the  Franks,  who  adhered  to  his  ally,  the 
elder  of  the  fons  of  Clodion.  A  troop  of  light  Barbarians,  who 
roamed  in  queft  of  plunder,  might  chufe  the  winter  for  the  conve- 
nience of  pailing  the  river  on  the  ice ;  but  the  innumerable  cavahy 
of  the  Huns  required  fuch  plenty  of  forage  and  provifions,  as  could 
be  procured  only  in  a  milder  feafon ;  the  Hercynian  foreft  fupplied 
materials  for  a  bridge  of  boats ;  and  the  hoftile  myriads  \vere  poured, 
with  refiftlefs  violence,  into  the  Belgic  provinces  ".  The  confterna- 
tion  of  Gaul  was  univerfd ;  and  the  various  fortunes  of  its  cities 

^'  Exegeras   mlhi,    ut  promitterem   tibi,  Et  jam  terrllicis  diffuderat  Attila  turmis 

Attilcs  bellum  ftylo  me  pofteris  intimaturum  In  canipos  fe  Belga  tuos. 

....  cceperam    fcribere,    fed   operis    airepti  Panegyr.  Avit.  319,  &-c, 

fafce    perfpeao,     ta?duit    inchoaiTe.      Sidon.  33  ηρ^^   ^^^  authentic  and  circumilantial 

ApoII.l.  vili.  epiil.  15.  p.  24O.  account  of  this  war,  is  contained  in  Jornan- 

2^  -T Subito  cum  rupta  tumuhu  des  (deReb.Geticis,  c.36 — 41.  p. 662—672.), 

Barbaries  totas  in  te  transfudeiat  Arftos,  who  has  fometimes  abridged,  and  fometimes 

Gallia.     Pugnacem   Rugum    comitante  tranfcribed,  the  larger  hillory  of  Cailiodorius. 

Gelono  Jornandes,  a  quotation  which  it  would  be  fu- 

Gepida  trux  fequitur ;    Scyrum  Burgun-  perfluous  to  repeat,  may  be  correiled  and  il- 

dio  cogit :  lullratedby  Gregoryof  Tours,1.2,c.5,6,7.  and 

Chunus,  Bellonotus,  Neiirus,  Bailerna,  the  Chronicles  of  Idatius,  Ifidore,  and  the  two 

Toringus  Profpers.    All  the  ancient  teftimonies  are  col- 

Brufterus,  ulvofa  vel  quem  Nicer  abluit  lefted  and  infcrtedin  theHiftorians  of  France  ; 

unda  but  the  reader  fliould  be  cautioned   agr.inft  a 

Prorumpit   Francus.     Cecidit  cito   fefta  fuppofed  extrail  from  the  Chronicle  of  Ida- 

bipenni  tius   (among   the  fragments  of  Fredcgarius, 

Ilcrcynia  in  lintres,  et  Rheiuim  texuit  torn.  ii.   p.   462.),  which  often  contraJiits 

alno.  the  genuine  text  of  the  Gallician  biihop. 

have 
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have  been  adorned  by  tradition  with  martyrdoms  and  miracles  '*. 
Troyes  was  favcd  by  the  merits  of  St.  Lupus ;  St.  SerA'atius  was  re- 
moved from  the  world,  that  he  might  not  behold  the  ruin  of  Tongres ; 
and  the  prayers  of  St.  Genevieve  diverted  the  march  of  Attila  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  Paris.  But  as  the  greateft  part  of  the  Gallic 
cities  were  alike  deftitute  of  faints  and  foldiers,  they  were  befieged 
and  ftormed  by  the  Huns  ;  who  pradlifed,  in  the  example  of  Metz  ", 
their  cuftomary  maxims  of  war.  They  involved,  in  a  promifcuous 
maifacre,  the  prieils  who  ferved  at  the  altar,  and  the  infants,  who, 
in  the  hour  of  danger,  had  been  providently  baptized  by  the  biihop ; 
the  flouriiliing  city  was  delivered  to  the  flames,  and  a  folitary  chapel 
of  St.  Stephen  marked  the  place  where  it  formerly  ftood.  From  the 
Rhine  and  the  Mofcile,  Attila  adx^anced  into  the  heart  of  Gaul  ^ 
croiTed  the  Seine  at  Auxerre  ;  and,  after  a  long  and  laborious  march, 
fixed  his  camp  under  the  walls  of  Orleans.  He  was  defirous  of  fe- 
curing  his  conquefts  by  the  poiTeilion  of  an  advantageous  poft,  which 
commanded  the  pafllige  of  the  Loire  ;  and  he  depended  on  the  fecret 
invitation  of  Sangiban,  king  of  the  Alani,  who  had  promifed  to  betray 
the  city,  and  to  revolt  from  the  fervice  of  the  empire.  But  this 
treacherous  confpiracy  .was  detected  and  difappointed  :  Orleans  had 
been  ftrengthened  with  recent  fortifications ;  and  the  aflaults  of  the 
Huns  were  vigoroufly  repelled  by  the  faithful  valour  of  the  foldiers, 
or  citizens,  who  defended  the  place.     The  paftoral  diligence  of  Ani- 

^*  The  aucietit  legendaries  dcferve  fome  re-  ilruclion  of  Metz  ?    At  the  diftance  of  no  more 

gard,  as  they  are   obliged    to  -connecl  their  than  an  hundred  years,  could  he  be  ignorant, 

fables  with  the  real  hiftny  of  ihcir  own  times,  could  the  people  be  ignorant,  of  the  fate  of  a 

See  the  lives  of  St.  Lupus,  St.  Anianus,  the  city,  the  adua!  refidenceof  his  fovereigns,  the 

biihops  cf  Ivlets,  Ste.  Genevieve,  &c.  in  the  kings  of  Auftrafia  ?  Th?  learned  Count,  who 

Hillori-.ins  of  France,  torn,  i,  p.  644,  645.  le.iistohaveunderiaken  the  apologvufAttila, 

649.  torn.  iii.  p.   -^e^).  and  the  Barbarians,  appeal--  to  the  falfe  Ida- 

'5  The  /tepticilm    of  the   count  de  Bua•:  tius,  farcexs  rjvitatibus  Gcrmanis  et  Gallia?,. 

(ΗιΛ.   dcs- Peiiples,   torn.  vii.    p.  .-^g,  540.)  acd  foroets,   that  the  true  Idatius  had  explicit- 

canr.ot   be  reconciled  with  any  piinciples  of  ly  air.rined,  plurimx  civitates  f^eZ/ri,  among- 

reafon  or  criticii'm•    Is  not  Gregory  of  Tours  which  he  enmneraCes  Metz. 
precife  and  pofitive  in  his  account  of  the  de- 

3  anus, 
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C  Η  A  P.    aniif.,  a  billiop  of  primitive  landity  and  confummate  prudence,  ex- 
■^   -,     _<    Iiauitcd  every  art  of  religious  policy  to  fupport  their  courage,  till  the 
.  arrival  of  the  expected  fuccours.     After  an  obftinate  fiege,  the  walls 
■wci'e  ihaken  by  the  battering  rams ;  the  Huns  had  already  occupied 
•the  fuburbs  ;  and  the  people,  w^ho  were  incapable  of  bearing  arms, 
lay    proftrate    in    prayer.      Anianus,    who   anxioufly    counted    the 
days  and  hours,  difpatched  a  trufty  meffenger  to  obferve,  from  the 
rampart,  the  face  of  the  diftant  country.  He  returned  twice,  without 
any  intelligence,  that  could  infpire  hope  or  comfort ;  but  in  his  third 
report,  he  mentioned  a  fmall  cloud,  which  he  had  faintly  defcried  at 
the  extremity  of  the  horizon.     "  It  is  the  aid  of  God,"  exclaimed 
the  bifliop,  in  a  tone  of  pious  confidence  ;   and  the  whole  multitude 
repeated   after  him,  "  It  is  the  aid  of  God."     The   remote   objeil, 
on  which  every  eye  was  fixed,  became   each   moment   larger,  and 
more  diftindl  j  the  Roman  and  -Gothic  banners  were  gradually  per- 
ceived ;  and  a  favourable  wind  blowing  afide  the   duft,  difcovered, 
in  deep  array,  the  impatient  fquadrons  of  iEtius  and  Theodoric,  who 
prefled  forwards  to  the  relief  of  Orleans. 
Alliance  of  The    facility  with  which  Attila  had  penetrated  into  the  heart  of 

ltd  V°ift"'"    Gaul,  may  be  afcribed  to  his  infidious  policy,  as  well  as  to  the  terror 
goths.  q£  jiJs  arms.     His  public  declarations  were  flcilfully  mitigated  by  his 

private  aifurances  ;  he  alternately  foothed  and  threatened  the  Romans 
and  the  Goths  ;  and  the  coLtrts  of  Ravenna  and  Thouloufe,  mutually 
fufpicious  of  each  other's  intentions,  beheld,  with  fupine  indifi'erence, 
the  approach  of  their  common  enemy.  iEtius  was  the  fole  guardian 
of  the  public  fafety  ;  but  his  wifeft  meafures  were  embarrafled  by  a 
fadion,  which,  fince  the  death  of  Placidia,  infefted  the  Imperial 
palace  :  the  youth  of  Italy  trembled  at  the  found  of  the  trumpet  ;  and 
the  Barbarians,  who,  from  fear  or  affedion,  were  inclined  to  the 
caufe  of  Attila,  awaited,  with  doubtful  and  venal  faith,  the  event  of 
the  war.     The  patrician  pafled  the  Alps  at  the  head  of  fome  troops, 

whofe 
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■wliofe  ilrength  and  numbers  fcarcely  deferved  the  name  of  an  army'*.  CHAP. 
Btit  on  his  arrival  at  Aries,  or  Lyons,  he  was  confounded  by  the  v„  -^~  ^ 
intelligence,  that  the  Vifigoths,  refufmg  to  embrace  the  defence  of 
Gaul,  had  determined  to  expedt,  within  their  own  territories,  the 
formidable  invader,  whom  they  profeifed  to  defpife.  The  fenator 
Avitus,  who,  after  the  honourable  exercife  of  the  prsetorian  Prsefeo- 
ture,  had  retired  to  his  eftate  in  Auvergne,  was  perfuaded  to  accept 
the  important  embaify,  which  he  executed  with  ability  and  fuccefs. 
He  reprefented  to  Theodoric,  that  an  ambitious  conqueror,  who 
afpired  to  the  dominion  of  the  earth,  could  be  refilled  only  by  the 
firm  and  unanimous  alliance  of  the  powers  whom  he  laboured  tp 
opprefs.  The  lively  eloquence  of  Avitus  inflamed  the  Gothic  war- 
riors, by  the  defcription  of  the  injuries  which  their  anceftors  had 
fuffered  from  the  Huns ;  whofe  implacable  fury  ftill  purfued  them, 
from  the  Danube  to  the  foot  of  the  Pyrenees.  He  ftrenuoufly  urged, 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  eΛ'ery  Chriftian  to  fave,  from  facrilegious 
violation,  the  churches  of  God,  and  the  relics  of  the  faints:  that  it 
was  the  intereil  of  every  Barbarian,  who  had  acquired  a  fettlement  in 
Gaul,  to  defend  the  fields  and  vineyards,  which  were  cultivated  for  his 
ufe,  againft  the  defolation  of  the  Scythian  ihepherds.  Theodoric  yielded 
to  the  evidence  of  truth ;  adopted  the  meafure  at  once  the  moil  pru- 
dent and  the  moft  honourable;  and  declared,  that,  as  the  faithful  ally  of 
iEtius  and  the  Romans,  he  was  ready  to  expofe  his  life  and  king- 
dom for  the  common  fafety  of  Gaul  ".     The  Vifigoths,  who,  at 

5*                 — — Vix  liquerat  Alpes  Panegyric   of  Avitus,    and  tlie  thirty-iixth 

Aetiiis,  tenue,  et  rarum  fine  milite  du-  chapter  of  Jornandes.  "  The  poet  and  the 

cens  hiitorian   were   both   biaiTed  by  perfonal   or 

Robur,  in  auxiliis  Geticum   male  ere-  national  prejudices.     The  former  exalts  the 

dulus  agmen  merit  and  importance  of  Avitus ;  orbis,  Avite, 

Incaflum    propiis    prsefumens     adfore  falus,  &c.!     The  latter  is  anxious  to  ihew 

caftris.  the  Goths  in  the  moft  favourable  light.     Yet 

Panegyr.  Avit.  328,  &c.  their  agreement,  when  they  are  fairly  inter- 

"  The  policy  of  Attila,  ofjEtius,  and  of  preted,  is  a  proof  of  their  veracity, 

<he  Vifigoths,  is  imperfeilly  defcribed  in  the 

Vol.  Ill,  3  G  that 
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^XXXV^'    ^■'^^*  **^"^^'  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  mature   vigour  of  their  fame    and   power,, 
^-— V — ->    obeyed  with  alacrity  the   fignal  of  war  ;   prepared   their  arms  and 
horfes,  and  aflembled  under  tlie  ftandard  of  their   aged   king,  who 
was  refolved,  with  his  two  eldeft  fons,  Torifmond  and  Theodoric, 
to  command  in  perfon  his  numerous  and  valiant  people.     The  ex- 
ample of  the  Goths  determined  feveral'  tribes  or  nations,  that  feemeJ 
to  fluduate  between  the  Huns  and  the  Romans.     The  indefatigable 
diligence  of  the  patrician  gradually  colleded  the  troops  of  Gaul  and 
Germany,  who  had  formerly  acknowledged  themfelves  the  fubjeits,. 
or  foldiei'Sy  of  the  republic,  but  who  now  claimed  the  rewards  of 
voluntary  fervice,   and  the  rank  of  independent  allies  ;  the  Lseti, 
the   Armoricans,    the  Breones,    the  Saxons,   the   Burgundlans,  the 
Sarmatians,  or  Alani,  the  Ripuarians,  and  the  Franks  who  followed; 
Meroveus  as  their  lawful  prince.     Such  was  the  various  army,  which,, 
under  the  conduit  of  jEtius   and  Theodoric,   advanced,  by  rapid 
marches,  to  relieve  Orleans,  and  to  give  battle  to  the  innumerable 
hoftof  Attila'\ 
Attil a  retires        On  their  approach,  the  king  of  the  Huns  immediately  raifed   the- 
of  Cham-       fiege,  and  founded  a  retreat  to  recal  the  foremoft  of  his  troops  from 
i^g^^'  jj^g  pillage  of  a  city  which  they  had  already  entered  ".   The  valour  of 

Attila  was  always  guided  by  his  prudence  ;  and  as  he  forefaw  the- 
fatal  confequences  of  a  defeat  in  the  heart  of  Gaul,  he  repafled  the 
Seine,  and  expeded  the  enemy  in  the  plains  of  Chalons,,  whofe 

^'  Thff  review  of  the  army  of  jEtius  is  in  the   diocefe  of  Bayeux;  the  BurgundietiJi 

made  by  Jornandes,  c.  36.  p.  664.  edit.  Grot,  were  fettled  in  Savoy;  s.na  the  Breonei  vjeit 

torn.  ii.  p.  23.  of  the  Hillorians  of  France,  a  warlike  tribe  of  Rhsetians,  to  the  eaft  of  the 

with  the  notes  of  the  Benedifline  Editor.  The  lake  of  Conflance. 

Lali  were  a  promifcuous  race  of  Barbarians,         ^*  Aurelianenfis  urbis  obfidio,  oppugnatio, 

bornoriiaturalizedinGaul;andtheRiparii,or  irruptio,  necdireptio,  1.  v.    Sidon.  Apollin. 

i;/n/aW/•,  derived  their  name  from  their  pofts  1.  viii.   epift.  15.    p.  246.     The  prefervation 

en  the  three  rivers,  the   Rhine,  the  Meufe,  of  Orleans  might  eafily  be  turned  into  a  rai- 

and   the  Mofelie  ;  the  Armoricans  poiTefled  racle,  obtained,  and  foretold,  by  the  holy 

the  independent  cities  between  the  Seine  and  biihop. 


the  Loire.  A  colony  of  Saxons,  had  been  planted 
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fmootli  and  level  furface  was  adapted  to  the  operations  of  his  Scythian    ^Ji  J\r^* 

cavalry.     But  in  this  tumultuary  retreat,  the  vanguard  of  the  Romans,   u    ' 

and  their  allies,  continually  preffed,  and  fometimcs  engaged,  the 
troops  wrhom  Attila  had  pofted  in  the  rear ;  the  hoftile  columns,  ία 
the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  the  perplexity  of  the  roads,  might 
encounter  each  other  without  defign  ;  and  the  bloody  confliit  of  the 
Franks  and  Gepidce,  in  which  fifteen  thoufand  *"  Barbarians  were 
flain,  was  a  prelude  to  a  more  general  and  decifive  adion.  The 
Catalaunian  fields  *'  fpread  themfelves  round  Chalons,  and  extend, 
according  to  the  vague  meafurement  of  Jornandes,  to  the  length  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  the  breadth  of  one  hundred,. miles,  over 
the  whole  province,  which  is  intitled  to  the  appellation  of  a  champaign 
country  *^  This  fpacious  plain  was  diftinguiihed,  however,  by  fome 
inequalities  of  ground ;  and  the  importance  of  an  height,  which 
commanded  the  camp  of  Attila,  was  underftood,  and  difputed,  by 
the  two  generals.  The  young  and  valiant  Torifmond  firft  occu- 
pied the  fummit ;  the  Goths  ruihed  with  irrefiftible  weight  on  the 
Huns,  who  laboured  to  afcend  from  the  oppofite  fide  ;  and  the  pof- 
feiTion  of  this  advantageous  poft  inipired  both  the  troops  and  their 
leaders  with  a  fair  aflurance  of  vidory.  The  anxiety  of  Attila  prompt- 
ed him  to  confult  his  priefts  and  harufpices.  It  was  reported,  that, 
after  fcrutinizing  the  entrails  of  vidims,  and  fcraping  their  bones, 
they  revealed,  in  myfterious  language,  his  own  defeat,  with  the  death 
of  his  principal  adverfary  ;  and  that  the  Barbarian,  by  accepting  the 
.equivalent,  exprefled  his  involuntary  efteem  for  the  fiiperior  merit 

-^  The  common  editions  read  xcm  ;  but  Notit.  Gall.  p.  136.     D'Anville,  Notice  de 

there  is  fome  authority  of  manufcripts  (and  I'Ancienne  Gaule,  p.  212.  279. 
almoft  any  authority  is  fufficient)  for  the  more        **  The  name  of  Campania,  or  Champagne, 

reafonable  number  of  xvM.  is    fiequently    mentioned     by    Gregory    of 

*'  Chalons,  or  Duro-Catalaunum,  after-  Tours;  and  that  great  province,  of  which 

Avards  CataJauni,  had  formerly   made  a  part  Rheims  was  the  capital, obeyed  tlie  command 

flf  the  territory  of  Rheims,  from  whence  it  is  of  a  duke.     Valcf.  Notit.  p.  120— 123. 
viilant  only  twenty-feven  miles.     See  Valef. 
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of  ^tius.  But  the  unufual  dcfpondency,  which  feeraed  to  prevail 
among  the  Huns,  engaged  Attila  to  ufe  the  expedient,  fo  familiar 
to  the  generals  of  antiquity,  of  animating  his  troops  hy  a  militaiy 
oration  ;  and  his  language  was  that  of  a  king,  who  had  often  fought 
and  conquered'  at  their  head  *\  He  preiTed  them  to  confider  their 
pail  glory,  their  aSual- danger, '  and  their  future  hopes.  The  fame 
fortune,  which  opened  the  deferts  and  moraffes  of  Scythia  to  their 
unarmed  valour,  which  had  laid  fo  many  warlike  nations  proftrate  at 
their  feet,  had  refervcd  the  Jojs  of  this  memorable  field  for  the  con- 
fummation  of  their  vidories..  The  cautious  fteps  of  their  enemies, 
their  ilridl  alliance,  and  their  advantageous  pofts  he  artfully  repre- 
fented  as  the  eifedls,  not  of  prudence,  but  of  fear.  The  Vifigoths 
alone  were  the  ftrength  and  nerves  of  the  oppofite  anny ;  and  tha 
Huns  might  fecurely  trample  on  the  degenerate  Romans,  whofe  clofe 
and  compact  order  betrayed  their  apprehenfions,  and  who  were  equally 
incapable  of  fupporting  the  dangers,  or  the  fatigues,  of  a  day  of 
battle»  The  dodrine  of  predeftination,  fo  favourable  to  martial  virtue, 
was  carefully  inculcated  by  the  king  of  the  Huns ;  who  aflured  hi* 
fubjeds,  that  the  warriors,  protected  by  Heaven,  were  fafe  and  in-^ 
vulnerable  amidil  the  darts  of  the  enemy ;  but  that  the  unerring 
Fates  would  ftrike  their  victims  in  the  bofom  of  inglorious  peace. 
"  I  myfelf,"  continued  Attila,  "  will  throw  the  firft  javelin,  and 
"  the  wretch  who  refufes  to  imitate  the  example  of  his  fovereign,  is 
*'  devoted  to  inevitable  death."  The  fpirit  of  the  Barbarians  Λva3 
rekindled  by  the  prefence,  the•  voice,  and  the  example  of  their  in- , 
trepid  leader  ;  and  Attila,  yielding  to  their  impatience,  immediately 
formed  his  order  of  battle.     At  the  head   of  his  brave  and  faithful 


*'  I  am  fenfible  that  thefe  military  orations  dorius :  the  ideas,  and  even  the  expreffion», 

are  ufually  compofed  by  the  hiftorian  ;    yet  have  an  original  Scythian  call ;  and  I  doubt, 

the  old  Oftrogoths,  who  had  ferved  under  whether  an  Italian  of  the  fixth  century,  would 

Attila,  might  repeat  his  difcourfe  to  Caffio-  have  thought  of  the,  hujuscertaminis^aW/V?. 

6  Hun.v 
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Huns,  he  occupied,  in  perfon,  the  centre  of  the  line.     The  nations,    CHAP. 

fubjed  to  his  empire,  the  Rugians,  the  Heruli,  the  Thuringians,  the    ι ^ 1 

Franks,  the  Burgundians,  were  extended,  on  either  hand,  over  the 
ample  fpace  of  the  Catalaunian  fields  ;  the  right  wing  was  commanded 
by  Ardaric,  king  of  the  GepidiC;  and  the  three  valiant  brothers,^ 
who  reigned  over  the  Oftrogoths,  were  polled  on  the  left  to  oppofe 
the  kindred  tribes  of  the  Vifigoths.  The  difpofition  of  the  allies  v/as 
regulated  by  a  diiferent  principle.  Singiban,  the  falthlefs  king  of 
the  Alani,  was  placed  in  the  centre  ;  where  his  motions  might 
be  ftridly  watched,  and' his  treachery  might  be  inftantly  puniilied. 
JEtius  aifumed  the  command  of  the  left,  and  Theodorlc  of  the. right, 
wing;  while  Torifmond  ftill  continued  to  occupy  the  heights  which 
appear  to  have  ftretched  on  the  flank,^  and  perhaps  the  rear,  of  the 
Scythian  army.  The  nations  from  the  Volga  to  the  Atlantic  were 
aflembled  on  the  plain  of  Chalons ;  but  many  of  thefe  nations  had 
been  divided  by  failion,  or  conqueft,  or  emigration  ;  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  fimilar  arms  and  enfigns,  which  threatened  each  other, , 
prefented  the  image  of  a  civil  war. 

The  difcipline  and  tadlics  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans  forriL  aa  in-  Battle  of 
terefting  part  of  their  national  manners.  The  attentive  ftudy  of 
the  military  operations  of  Xenophon,  or  Csefar,  or  Frederic,  when 
they  are  defcribed  by  the  fame  genius  which  conceived  and  executed 
them,  may  tend  to  im.prove  (if  fuch  improvement  can  be  wiihed)  the 
art  of  deftroying  the  human  fpecies.  But  the  battle  of  Chalons  can 
only  excite  our  curiofity,  by  the  magnitude  of  the  objeft  ;  fmceit 
was  decided  by  the  Wind  impetuofity  of  Barbarians,  and  has  been 
related  by  partial  writers,  Avhofe  civil  or  ecclefiaftical  profeifion  fe- 
cluded  them  from  the  knowledge  -  of  military  affairs.  Caffiodorius, 
however,  had  familiarly  converfed  with  many  Gothic  warriors,  who 
fenced  in  that  memorable  engagement ;  "  a  confliil,"  as  they  in- 
formed him,  "  fierce,  various,  obilinate,:  and  bloody ;  fuch  as  coul'J 

"  not 
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CHAP.  "  not  be  paralleled,  cither  in  the  prefent,  or  in  pail  ages."  The  nura- 
»■  -.-  _'  ber  of  the  flain  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fixty-two  thou- 
fand,  or,  according  to  another  account,  three  hundred  thoufand 
perfons  ** ;  and  thefe  incredible  exaggerations  fuppofe  a  real  and  ef- 
fedive  lofs,  fufficient  to  juftify  the  hiftorian's  remark,  that  whole 
generations  may  be  fwept  away,  by  the  madnefs  of  kings,  in 
the  fpace  of  a  fmgle  hour.  After  the  mutual  and  repeated  dis- 
charge of  mifllle  weapons,  in  which  the  archers  of  Scythia  might 
fignaUze  their  fuperior  dexterity,  the  cavalry  and  infantry  of  the  two 
armies  were  furioufly  mingled  in  clofer  combat.  The  Huns,  who 
fought  under  the  eyes  of  their  king,  pier-ced  through  the  feeble  and 
doubtful  centre  of  the  allies,  feparated  their  wings  from  each  other, 
and  wheeling,  with  a  rapid  effort,  to  the  left,  direded  their  whole 
force  againft  the  Vifigoths.  As  Theodoric  rode  along  the  ranks,  to 
animate  his  troops,  he  received  a  mortal  ftroke  from  the  javelin  of 
Andages,  a  noble  Oilrogoth,  and  immediately  fell  from  his  horfe. 
The  wounded  king  was  opprefled  in  the  general  dlforder,  and  trampled 
under  the  feet  of  his  own  cavalry ;  and  this  important  death  ferved  to 
explain  the  ambiguous  prophecy  of  the  Harufpiccs.  Attila  already 
exulted  in  the  confidence  of  vidory,  when  the  valiant  Torifmond 
defcended  from  the  hills,  and  verified  the  remainder  of  the  predic- 
tion. The  Vifigoths,  who  had  been  thrown  into  confufion  by  the 
flight,  or  defetftion,  of  the  Alani,  gradually  reftored  their  order  of 
battle ;  and  the  Huns  were  undoubtedly  vanquifhed,  fince  Attila  was 
compelled  to  retreat.  He  had  expofed  his  perfon  with  the  raihnefs 
.of  a  private  foldler  ;  but  the  intrepid  troops  of  the  centre  had  puihed 
forwards  beyond  the  reft  of  the  line :  their  attack  was  faintly  fup- 

**  The  exprcilions  of  Jornandes,  or  ratker  (ttift.    Critique,  torn.  i.    p- 392,  393.)    at- 

ofCaffiodorius,  are  extremely  firong.  Bellum  tempts  to  reconcile  the    162,000  of"  Jornan- 

atrox,  multiplex,   imman«,  pertinax,  cui  fi-  des,  with  the  300,000  of  Idatius  and  Iftdore  ; 

.mili    nulla    ufquam    nairat  antiquitas  :    ubi  by  fuppofing,    that    the  larger  miinber  in- 

talia  gefta  refcruntur,  ut  nihil  «flet  quod  in  eluded  the  total  deftruilion  of  the  war,  the 

vita  fua  confpicere   potuiflet    egregius,   qui  cffeftsof  difeafe,  the  flaughter  of  the  unarm- 

hujus   miraculi  privaretur  alpedu.     Dubos  cd  people,  &c> 

*  ported ; 
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ported  ;  their  flanks  were  unguarded  ;  and  the  conquerors  of  Scythia    CHAP. 

and  Germany  \vere  fnved  by  the  approach  of  the  night  from  a  total    " w ' 

defeat.  They  retired  MUthin  the  circle  of  waggons  that  fortified  their 
camp  ;  and  the  difmounted  fquadrons  prepared  themfelves  for  a  de- 
fence, to  which  neither  their  arms,  nor  their  temper,  were  adapted. 
The  event  was  doubtful:  but  Attila  had  fecured  a  laft  and  honour- 
able refource.  The  faddles  and  rich  furniture  of  the  cavalry  were 
eoUeited,  by  his  order,  into  a  funeral  pile ;  and  the  magnanimous 
Barbarian  had  refolved,  if  his  intrenchments  ihould  be  forced,  to- 
ruih  headlong  into  the  flames,  and  to  deprive  his  enemies  of  the 
glory  which  they  might  have  acquired,  by  the  death  or  captivity  of 
Attila*'. 

But  his  enemies  had  pafl'ed  the  night  in  equal  diforder  and  anxiety.  Retreat  of 
The  inconfiderate  courage  of  Torifmond  was  tempted  to  urge  the 
purfuit,  till  he  unexpedledly  found  himfelf,  with  a  few  followers,  in 
the  midft  of  the  Scythian  waggons.  In  the  confufion  of  a  nodurnal 
combat,  he  was  thrown  from  his  horfe;  and  the  Gothic  prince  muft 
have  periihed  like  his  father,  if  his  youthful  ftrength,  and  the  intre- 
pid zeal  of  his  companions,  had  not  refcued  him  from  this  dangerous 
fituation.  In  the  fame  manner,  but  on  the  left  of  the  line,  iEtius 
himfelf,  feparated  from  his  allies,  ignorant  of  theii"  vidory,  and 
anxious  for  their  fate,  encountered  and  efcaped  the  hofl:ile  troops,, 
that  were  fcattered  over  the  plains  of  Chalons;,  and  at  length  reached 
the  camp  of  the  Goths,  which  he  could  only  fortify  with  a  flight 
rampart  of  ihields,  till  the  dawn  of  day.  The  Imperial  general  was 
foon  fatisfied  of  the  defeat  of  Attila,.  who  ftill  remained  inadive 
within  his  intrenchments ;  and  when  he  contemplated  the  bloody 
feene,.  he  obferved,  with  iecret  fatisfadion,.  that  the  lofs  had  prlncif 

*'  The  count  de  Buat  (Hift.  des  Peoples,  two  great  battles;  the  former  near  Orleans, 

&c.  torn,  vii.  p.  554 — 573•)»    Λ'"  depend-  the  latter  in  Champagne  :  in  the  one,  Theo- 

ing  on  the/ai/e,  and  again  rejedling  the  true  doric  was   flain  5  in  the  other,   he  was  re- 

Waiius,  has  divided  the  defeat  of  Attila  into  venged. 

pally 
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C  HAP.  p^iiy  f.ilen  on  the  Barbarians.  The  body  of  Theodoric,  pierced 
u  p^^-, , .;  with  honourable  wounds,  was  difcovered  under  a  heap  of  the  flain : 
his  fubjedts  bewailed  the  death  of  their  king  and  father ;  but  their 
tears  were  mingled  with  fongs  and  acclamations,  and  his  funeral  rites 
were  performed  in  the  face  of  a  vanquiilied  enemy.  The  Goths, 
claihing  their  arms,  elevated  on  a  buckler  his  eldeft  fon  Torifmond, 
to  whom  they  juflly  aicribed  the  glory  of  their  fuccefs  ;  and  the  new 
king  accepted  the  obligation  of  i-evenge,  as  a.  facred  portion  of  his 
paternal  inheritance.  Yet  the  Goths  themfelves  were  aftoniihed  by 
.the  fierce  and  undaunted  afped  of  their  formidable  antagoniil ;  and 
■their  hiftorian  has  compared  Attila  to  a  lion  encorapafled  in  his  den, 
and  threatening  his  hunters  with  redoubled  fury.  The  kings  and 
nations,  -who  might  have  deferted  his  flandard  in  the  hour  of  dif- 
trefs,  were  made  fenfible»  that  the  difpleafore  of  their  monarch  was 
the  moft  imminent  and  inevitable  danger.  All  his  inftruments  of 
martial  mufic  inceffantly  founded  a  loud  and  animating  drain  of  de- 
fiance ;  and  the  foremoft  troops  who  advanced  to  the  alTault,  were 
checked,  or  deflroyed,  by  ihowers  of  arrows  from  every  fide  of  the 
intrenchments.  It  was  determined  in  a  general  council  of  war,  to 
befiege  the  king  of  the  Huns  in  his  camp,  to  intercept  his  provifions, 
and  to  reduce  him  to  the  alternative  of  a  difgraceful  treaty,  or  an 
unequal  combat.  But  the  impatience  of  the  Barbarians  foon  dif- 
dained  thefe  cautious  and  dilatory  meafures  :  and  the  mature  po- 
licy of  ^tius  was  apprehenfive,  that,  after  the  extirpation  of  the 
Huns,  the  republic  woiUd  be  opprefled  by  the  pride  and  power  of 
the  Gothic  nation.  The  patrician  exerted  the  fuperior  afcendant 
of  authority  and  reafon,  to  calm  the  paffions,  which  the  fon  of  Theo- 
ric  confidered  as  a  duty ;  reprefented,  with  feeming  affedion,  and 
real  truth,  the  dangers  of  abfence  and  delay  ;  and  perfuaded  Torif- 
mond to  difappoint,  by  his  fpeedy  return,  the  ambitious  defigns  of 
his  brothcrSj  who  might  occupy  the  throne  and  treafures  of  Thou- 

ioufe. 
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loufe*".     After  the  departure  of  the  Goths,  and  the  feparatlon  of  the    ^  yJV* 

allied  army,  Attila  was  furprifed  at  the  vaft  filence  that  reigned  over    ' .— -^ 

the  plains  of  Chalons :  the  fufpicion  of  fome  hoftile  ftratagem  de- 
tained him  feveral  days  within  the  circle  of  his  waggons ;  and  his 
retreat  beyond  the  Rhine  confefled  the  laft  vidlory  which  was  at- 
chieved  in  the  name  of  the  Weftern  empire.  Meroveus  and  his 
Franks,  obferving  a  prlidcnt  diftance,  and  magnifying  the  opinion 
of  their  ftrength,  by  the  numerous  fires  which  they  kindled  every 
night,  continued  to  follow  the  rear  of  the  Huns,  till  they  reached 
the  confines  of  Thuringia.  The  Thuringians  ferved  in  the  army  of 
Attila :  they  traverfed,  both  in  their  rnarch  and  in  their  return,  the 
territories  of  the  Franks  ;  and  it  was  perhaps  in  this  war  that  they 
exercifed  the  cruelties,  which,  about  fourfcore  years  afterwards,  were 
revenged  by  the  fon  of  Clovis.  They  raaifacred  their  hoftages,  as 
well  as  their  captives :  two  hundred  young  maidens  were  tortured 
with  exquifite  and  unrelenting  rage  ;  their  bodies  were  torn  afunder 
by  wild  horfcs,  or  their  bones  were  cruihed  under  the  weight  of 
rolling  ΛΛ'-aggons ;  and  their  unburied  limbs  were  abandoned  on  the 
public  roads,  as  a  prey  to  dogs  and  vultures.  Such  were  thofe  favage 
anceftors,  whofe  imaginary  virtues  have  fometimes  excited  the  praiie 
and  envy  of  civilized  ages*'! 

Neither  the  fpirit,   nor  the  forces,  nor  the  reputation,  of  Attila,  Invafion  of 
were  impaired  by  the  failure  of  the  Gallic  expedition.     In  the  en- 


*"    Jornandes    de   Rebus   Geticis,    c.   41.  *'  Thefe  cnielties,  which  are  pafiionately 

p.. 67 1.     The  policy  of  yEcius,  and  the  be-  deplored   by   Theouoric   the    fon   of  Clovis 

havioiir  of  Torifmond,    are   extremely   na-  (Gregory  of  Tours,  1.  iii.   c.  10.    p.  190  ), 

tural  ^  and  the  patrician,  according  to  Gre-  fuit  the  time  anJ  circuniftances  of  the  inva- 

gory  of  Tours   (1.  ii.    c.   7.    p.  163.),  dif-  fion  of  Attila.     His   rcfidcnce  in  Thuringia 

miffed  the  prince  of  the  Franks,  by  fuggelling  was  long  attefteJ  by  popular  tradition  ;    and 

to  him  a  iimilar  apprehenfion.      The  falfc  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  aflembled  a  cci/rfl«(//«iV 

IJatius  ridiculonily  pretend?,  that  ^tius  pnid  or  diet,  in    the  territory  of  Eifcnach.     See 

ε  dandeftine,  nofturna!,  viiit  to  the  kings  of  Mafcou,  ix.  30.  who  fettles  with  nice  accu- 

thc:  Huns  and  of  the  Viiigoths ;  from  each  of  racy  the  extent  of  ancient  Thpringia,  and 

whom  he  obtained  a  bribe  of  ten  thoiifand  derives  its  name  from  the  Gothic  tribe  of 

piece:  of  gold,  as  the  price  of  an  undillurbed  the  Thervingi. 


Italy  by  At- 
tila, 
A.  D.  452. 


retrci 
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CHAP,  filing  fpring,  he  repeated  his  demand,  of  the  princefs  Honoria,  and 
^_  -^-  ■  her  patrimonial  treafures.  The  demand  was  again  rejedted,  or 
eluded ;  and  the  indignant  lover  immediately  took  the  field,  pafled 
the  Alps,  invaded  Italy,  and  befieged  Aquileia  with  an  innumerable 
hoft  of  Barbarians.  Thofe  Barbarians  were  uniltilled  in  the  methods 
of  conducing  a  regular  fiege,  which,  even  among  the  ancients^  re- 
quired fome  knowledge,  or  at  lead  fome  pradice,  of  the  mechanic 
arts.  But  the  labour  of  many  thoufand  provincials  and  captives, 
whofe  lives  were  facrificed  without  pity,  might  execute  the  moft 
painful  and  dangerous  work.  The  ikill  of  the  Roman  artifts  might 
be  corrupted  to  the  deftruition  of  their  country.  The  walls  of  Aqui- 
leia were  affaulted  by  a  formidable  train  of  battering  rams,  move- 
able turrets,  and  engines,  that  threw  ilones,  darts,  and  fire  ^^ ;  and 
the  monarch  of  the  Huns  employed  the  forcible  impulfe  of  hope, 
fear,  emulation,  and  intereft,  to  fubvert  the  only  barrier  which  de- 
layed the  conqueft  of  Italy.  Aquileia  was  at  that  period  one  of  the 
richeft,  the  mofl  populous,  and  the  ftrongeft  of  the  maritime  cities 
of  the  Hadriatic  coaft.  The  Gothic  auxiliaries,  who  appear  to  have 
ferved  under  their  native  princes  Alaric  and  Antala,  communi- 
cated their  intrepid  fpirit ;  and  the  citizens  ftill  remembered  the 
glorious  and  fuccefsful  refiftance,  which  their  anceftors  had  oppofed 
to  a  fierce,  inexorable  Barbarian,  who  difgraced  the  majefty  of  the 
Roman  purple.  Three  months  were  confumed  without  effeit  in  the 
fiege  of  Aquileia ;  till  the  want  of  provifions,  and  the  clamours  of 
his  army,  compelled  Attila  to  relinquifti  the  enterprife ;  and.  re- 
lu£lantly  to  iiTue  his  orders,  that  the  troops  ihould  ftrike  their  tents 

*'  Machlnis  conflruilis,  omnibufque   tor-  In  the  defence  of  their  country,  the  Chinefe 

mcntonim   generibus   adhibitis.     Jornandes,  ufcd  gunpowder,  and  even  bombs,  above  an 

0.42.  p.  6} 3.      In   the   thirteenth  century,  hundred   years    before  they  were  known  in, 

the  Moguls  battered  the  cities  of  China  with  Europe  ;    yet  even   thofe  celeftial,  or  infcr- 

'  large  engines,  conftrufted  by  the  Mahomet-  nal,  arms  were  infufiicient  to  proteft  a  pufd- 

ans   or  Chriilians   in   their   fervice,    which  lanimous   nation.      See    Gaubil.   Hift.    des 

threw  ftoncs  from  150  to  300  pounds  weight.  Mongous,  p.  70,  71.  15  c.  157,  &c. 

ίΐια 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  419 

the  next  morning,  and  begin  their  retreat.  But  as  he  rode  round  ^  Η  A  ?. 
the  walls,  penfive,  angry,  and  difappointed,  he  obferved  a  ftork,  v__ — , — «j 
preparing  to  leave  her  neft,  in  one  of  the  towers,  and  to  fly  with 
her  infant  family  towards  the  country.  He  feized,  with  the  ready 
penetration  of  a  ftatefman,  this  trifling  incident,  which  chance  had 
offered  to  fuperftition  j  and  exclaimed,  in  a  loud  and  cheerful  tone, 
that  fuch  a  domeilic  bird,  fo  conftantly  attached  to  human  fociety, 
would  never  have  abandoned  her  ancient  feats,  unlefs  thofe  towers 
had  been  devoted  to  impending  ruin  and  folitude  *'.  The  favourable 
omen  infpired  an  aiTurance  of  vidory ;  the  fiege  was  renewed,  and 
profecuted  with  freih  vigour ;  a  large  breach  was  made  in  the  part 
of  the  wall  from  whence  the  fliork  had  taken  her  flight ;  the  Huns 
mounted  to  the  afl^ault  with  irrefiftible  fury  ;  and  the  fucceeding  ge- 
neration could  fcarcely  difcover  the  ruins  of  Aquileia  ^°.  After  this 
dreadful  chailifement,  Attila  purfued  his  march  ;  and  as  he  pafl'ed, 
the  cities  of  Altinum,  Concordia,  and  Padua,  were  reduced  into 
heaps  of  fl:ones  and  aihes.  The  inland  towns,  Vicenza,  Verona, 
and  Bergamo,  were  expofed  to  the  rapacious  cruelty  of  the  Huns. 
Milan  and  Pavia  fubmitted,  without  refiftance,  to  the  lofs  of  their 
wealth  ;  and  applauded  the  unufual  clemency,  which  preferved  from 
the  flarnes  the  public,  as  well  as  private,  buildings ;  and  fpared  the 
lives  of  the  captive  multitude.  The  popular  traditions  of  Comum, 
Turin,  or  Modena,  may  juftly  be  fufpefted ;  yet  they  concur  with 
more  authentic  evidence  to  prove,  that  Attila  fpread  his  ravages 
over  the  rich  plains  of  modern  Lombardy  ;  which  are  divided  by 

*'  The  fame   ftory  is   told  by  Jornandes,  terwards,  affirms,  that  Aquileia  was  fo  com- 

and  by  Procopius  (dc  Bell.  Vandal.   1.  i.  c.  4.  pletely  ruined,    ita   ut  vix  ejus  veiHgia,    ut 

p.  187,  188.):  nor  is  it  eafy  to  decide,  which  appareant,  reliquerint.  See  Jornandes  de  Reb. 

is  the  original.     Bat  the  Greek  hiftorian  is  Geticis,  c.  42,  p.  673.     Paul.  Diacon.   1.  ii. 

guilty  of  an  inexcufeable  miftake,  in  placing  c.  14.  p.  785.     Liutprand   Hift.   1.  iii.  c.  2. 

the   fiege   of    Aquileia    after    the   death    of  The  name  of  Aquileia  was  fometimes  applied 

.iLtius.  to  Forum  Julii    (Cividad   del    Friuli),    the 

5°  Jornandes,  about  an  hundred  j  ears  af-  more  recent  capital  of  the  Venetian  province, 

3  Η  2  the 
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the  Po,  and  bounded  by  the  Alps  and  Apennuie  ".  When  he  took 
pofleffion  of  the  royal  palace  of  Milan,  he  was  futprifed,  and  of- 
fended, at  the  fight  of  a  pidure,  Λvhich  reprefented  the  Cxfars- 
feated  on  their  throne,  and  the  princes  of  Scythia  proftrate  at  their 
feet.  The  revenge  which  Attila  infli€ted  on  this  monument  of  Ro- 
man vanity,  was  harmlefs  and  ingenious.  He  commanded  a  painter 
to  reverie  the  figures,  and  the  attitudes  ;  and  the  emperors  were  de- 
lineated on  the  fame  canvafs,  approaching  in  a  fuppliant  pofture  to 
empty  their  bags  of  tributary  gold  before  the  throne  of  the  Scythian 
monarch  '\  The  fpeftators  muft  have  confeiTed  the  truth  and  pro- 
priety of  the  alteration  ;  and  were  perhaps  tempted  to  apply,  on  this 
fmgular  occafion,  the  well-known  fable  of  the  difpute  betAveen  the 
lion  and  the  man  '\ 

It  is  a  faying  worthy  of  the  ferocious  pride  of  Attila,  that  thegi-afs^ 
never  grew  on  the  fpot  where  his  horfe  had  trod.  Yet  the  ilivage: 
deftroyer  undefignedly  laid  the  foundations  of  a  republic,  which  re- 
vived, in  the  feudal  ftate  of  Europe,  the  art  and  fpirit  of  commercial 
induftry.  The  celebrated  name  of  Venice,  or  Venetia  %  was  for- 
merly diiFufed  over  a  large  and  fertile  province  of  Italy,  from  the: 


5'  In  dcfcribing  this  war  of  Attila,  a.  war 
fo  famous,  but  fo  imperfectly  known,  I  have 
taken  for  my  guides  two  learned  Italians, 
who  confidered  the  fubjeft  with  forae  pecu- 
liar advantages  ;  Sigonius,  de  Iniperio  Occi- 
dentali,  1.  xiii.  in  his  works  tom.  i.  p.  495 — 
coz.  ;  and  Muratori,  Annali  d'ltalia,  tom.  iv. 
p.  229  —  236,  8vo  edition. 

"  This  anecdote  may  be  found  under  two 
different  articles  ((Μ£•ϊ.ι,λα.κν  and  y.o^uxn.)  of  the 
mifccilaneous  compilation  of  Suidas. 

"    Leo    refpondit,     humana   hoc  piftum 
manu  : 
Videres  hominem  dejeflum,  fi  pingere 
Leoncs  fcircnt. 

AppcndLx  ad  Phsdrum,  Fab.  xxv. 


The  Hon  in  Phsdnis  very  fcolillily  appeal» 
from  piilures  to  the  amphitheatre  :  and  I  am 
glad  to  obferve,  that  the  native  tafte  of  La. 
Fontaine  (1.  iii.  fable  x.)  has  omitted  this 
moll  lame  and  impotent  conclufion. 

"  Paul  the  Deacon  (de  Geftis  Langobard. 
1.  ii.  c.  14.  p.  7>4.)  defcribes  the  provinces 
of  Italy  about  the  end  of  the  eighth  century. 
Venetia  non  folum  in  paucis  infulis  quas  nunc 
Venetias  dicimus,  conilat ;  fed  ejus  terminus 
a  Pannonix  finibus  ufque  Adduam  fluviiim 
protelatur.  The  hillory  of  that  province  till 
the  .ige  of  Charlemagne  forms  the  firft  and 
moll  intereiling  part  of  the  Verona  lilullrata 
(p.  I  —  388.),  in  which  the  marquis  Scipio 
Maffei  has  Ihewn  himfelf  equally  capable  of 
enlarged  views  and  minute  difquifitions. 

confines 
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confines  of  Pannonia  to  the  river  Addua,  and  from  the  Po  to  the  Rhae-  C  Η  A  P. 
tian  and  Julian  Alps.  Before  the  irruption  of  the  Barbarians,  fifty  v___^, — Iv 
Venetian  cities  flourifhed  in  peace  and  profperity  :  Aquileia  was  placed 
ia  the  moft  confpicuous  ftation :  but  the  ancient  dignity  of  Padua- 
was  fupported  by  agriculture  and  manufaftures ;  and  the  property 
of  five  hundred  citizens,  Avho  were  entitled  to  the  equeftrian  rank, 
muft  have  amounted,  at  the  ftrideft  computation,  to  one  million. 
jfeven  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  Many  families  of  Aquileia,  Pa- 
dua, and-  the  adjacent  towns,  who  fled  from  the  fword  of  the  Huns,, 
found  a  fafe,  though  obfcure,  refuge  in  the  neighbouring  iflands  ^^ 
At  the  extremity  of  the  Gulf,  where  the  Hadriatic  feebly  imitates 
the  tides  of  the  ocean,  near  an  hundred  fmall  iflands  are  fepa- 
rated  by  fliallow  watei-  from  the  continent,  and  protedled  from 
tlie  waves  by  fe\^eral  long  flips  of  land,  which  admit  the  entrance  of" 
veflTels  through  fome  fecret  and  narrow  channels  ^\  Till  the  middle- 
of  the  fifth  century,  thefe  reinote  and  fequefl:ered  fpots  remained 
without  cultivation,  with  few  inhabitants,  and  almofl:  without  a 
name.  But  the  manners  of  the  Venetian  fugitives,  their  arts  and 
their  government,  were  gradually  formed  by  their  new  fituation  ;  and' 
one  of  the  eplilles  of  Cafliodorius  ",  which  defcribes  their  condition 
about  feventy  years  after-^vards,  may  be  confidered  as  the  primitive  mo- 
nument of  the  republic.     The  minifl:er  of  Theodoric  compares  them,.. 


5'  This  emigration  is  not  attcftcd  by  any 
contemporary  evidence;  but  tliefaiSlis  proved 
by  tlie  event,  and  the  circiimilances  might  be 
preferved  by  tradition.  The  citizens  of  A- 
quileia  retired  to  the  Ifle  of  Gradus,  thofe  of 
Padua  to  Rivus  Altus,  or  Rialto,  where  the 
eity  of  Venice  was  afterwards  built,  &c. 

"*  The  topography  and  antiquities  of  the 
A^enetian  iflands,  from  Gradus  to  Clodia, 
or  Chioggia,  are  accurately  dated  in  the 
DliTertatio  Chorcgraphica  de  Italia  Medii 
JEv\,  p.  ιςι  — 155• 

5'    Caffiodor.   Variar.    1.    xii.    epift.    24, 

8 


Mafl'ei  (Verona  liluilrata,  part  i.  p.  240 — 
254.)  has  tranflated  and  explained  this  cu- 
rious letter,  in  the  fpirit  of  a  learned  anti- 
quarian and  a  faithful  fubjcft,  who  confi- 
dered Venice  as  the  only  legitimate  ofrspring 
of  the  Roman  republic.  He  fixes  the  date  of 
the  epilHe,  and  confequently  the  prxfefture,, 
of  Cafliodorius,  A.  D.  523  ;  and  the  mar- 
quis's authority  has  the  more  weight,  as  he 
had  prepared  an  edition  of  his  work?,  and 
aftually  publiihed  a  Di;lertation  on  the  true 
orthography  of  his  name.  See  Oflervazioni 
Letterarie,  torn.  ii.  p.  290  —  339. 

in; 
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CHAP,  Jn  his  quaint  declamatory  ftyle,  to  water-fowl,  who  had  fixed  their 
u — ^-— »  nefts  on  the  bofom  of  the  waves ;  and  though  he  allows,  that  the 
Venetian  provinces  had  formerly  contained  many  noble  families,  he 
infmuates,  that  they  Avere  now  reduced  by  misfortune  to  the  fame 
level  of  humble  poverty.  Fiih  was  the  common,  and  almoil  the 
univerfal,  food  of  every  rank :  their  only  treafure  confifted  in  the 
plenty  of  fait,  which  they  extradled  from  the  fea  :  and  the  exchange 
of  that  commodity,  fo  eifential  to  human  life,  was  fubftituted  in  the 
neighbouring  markets  to  the  currency  of  gold  and  filver.  A  people, 
whofe  habitations  might  be  doubtfully  aifigned  to  the  earth  or  water, 
foon  became  alike  familiar  with  the  two  elements ;  and  the  demands 
of  avarice  fucceeded  to  thofe  of  neceffity.  The  iflanders,  who,  from 
Grado  to  Chiozza,  Avere  intimately  connefted  with  each  other,  pe- 
netrated into  the  heart  of  Italy,  by  the  fecure,  -though  laborious, 
navigation  of  the  rivers  and  inland  canals.  Their  veiTels,  which  were 
continually  increafmg  in  fize  and  number,  vifited  all  the  harbours  of 
the  Gulf;  and  the  marriage,  which  Venice  annually  celebrates  with 
the  Hadriatic,  was  contraded  in  her  early  infancy.  The  epiRle  of 
Cafliodoriu?,  the  Praetorian  praefedl:,  is  addreifed  to  the  maritime 
tribunes :  and  he  exhorts  them,  in  a  mild  tone  of  authority,  to  ani- 
mate the  zeal  of  their  countrymen  for  the  public  fervice,  which  re- 
quired their  afTiftance  to  tranfport  the  magazines  of  wine  and  oil 
from  the  province  of  lilria  to  the  royal  city  of  Ravenna.  The  am- 
biguous office  of  thefe  magiftrates  is  explained  by  the  tradition,  that, 
in  the  twelve  principal  iflands,  twelve  tribunes,  or  judges,  were  cre- 
ated by  an  annual  and  popular  eledlion.  The  exiftence  of  the  Ve- 
netian republic  under  the  Gothic  kingdom  of  Italy,  is  attefted  by  the 
fame  authentic  record,  which  annihilates  their  lofty  claim  of  ori- 
ginal and  perpetual  independence  ^\ 

The 

"  See,  in  the  fecnnd  volume  of  Amelot     Venife,  a  tranilation  of  the  famous  Squittenio. 
de  la  Houflaie  Hiftoire  du  Gouvernement  de     This  book,  which  has  been  exalted  far  above 
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The  Italians,  wlio  had  lunjr  fince  renounced  the  exercife  of  arms,    CHAP. 

XX  xy 
•were  furprifed,  after  forty  years  peace,  by  the  approach  of  a  formi-    ^    ^  ..-■■1^ 

dable  Barbarian,  whom  they  abhorred,  as  the  enemy  of  their  reU-  pJac'eM't'h" 
gion,  as  well  as  of  their  republic.  Amidft  the  general•  confternation,  ^°'"*"'• 
jEtius  alone  was  incapable  of  fear  ;  but  it  was  impoffible  that  he  fliould 
atchieve,  alone,  and  unaiFifted,  any  militaiy  exploits  worthy  of  his 
former  renown.  The  Barbarians  who  had  defended  Gaul,  refufed 
to  march  to  the  relief  of  Italy  ;  and  the  fuccours  promifed  by  the 
Eaftern  emperor  were  diftant  and  doubtful.  Since  iEtius,  at  the 
head  of  his  domeilic  troops,  ftill  maintained  the  field,  and  haraifed 
or  retarded  the  march  of  Attila,  he  never  ihewed  himfelf  more  truly 
great,  than  at  the  time  when  his  condud  was  blamed  by  an  ignorant 
and  ungrateful  people  ".  If  the  mind  of  Valentinian  had  been  fuf- 
ceptible  of  any  generous  fentiments,  he  would  have  chofen  fuch  a 
general  for  his  exam^ile  and  his  guide.  But  the  timid  grandfon  of 
Thcodofius,  inilead  of  iharing  the  dangers,  efcaped  from  the  found 
of  war ;  and  his  haily  retreat  from  Ravenna  to  Rome,  from  an  im- 
pregnable fortrefs  to  an  open  capital,  betrayed  his  fecret  intention  of 
abandoning  Italy,  as  foon  as  the  danger  ihould  approach  his  Imperial 
perfon.  This  ihameful  abdication  was  fufpended,  however,  by  the 
fpirit  of  doubt  and  delay,  which  commonly  adheres  to  pufiUanimous 
counfels,  and  fometimes  correds  their  pernicious  tendency.  The 
Weftern  emperor,  with  the  fenate  and  people  of  Rome,  embraced 
tlie  more  falutary  refolution  of  deprecating,  by  a  folemn  and  fup- 
pliant   embaify,  the  wrath  of  Attila.     This  important  commiiTion 

its  merits,  is  ftained,  in  every  line,  with  the  viribus,  quas  in  Gallia  amiferat,  Italiam  in- 
difingenuous  malevolence  of  party:  but  gredi  per  Pannonias  intendit ;  nihil  duce 
the  principal  evidence,  genuine  andapocry•  nollro  ^tio  fecundum  prioris  belli  opera 
phal,  is  brought  together,  and  the  reader  profpicicnte,  &c.  He  reproaches  ^tius  with 
will  eafily  chufe  the  fair  n?.edium.  negleftlng  to  guard  the  Alps,  and  with  a  de- 
59  Sirmond  (Not.  ad  Sidon.  Apollin.  p.  fign  to  abandon  Italy  :  but  this  rafh  cenfure 
19.)  has  publifned  a  curious  paiTage  from  the  may  at  lealt  be  counterbalanced  by  the  fa- 
Chronicle  of  Profper.     Attila  redintegratis  vourable  teftimonies  of  Idatius  and  Iftdore. 

a  was 
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CHAP,    ^γ^ξ  accepted  by  Avienus,  who,  from  his  birth  and  riches,  his  con- 

' 1/ '    fular  dignity,  the  numerous  train  of  his  clients,  and  his  perfonal 

abihties,  held  the  firft  rank  in  the  Roman  fenate.  The  fpecious 
and  artful  charaiter  of  Avienus  *",  was  admirably  qualified  to  con- 
diift  a  negociation,  either  of  public  or  private  intereft:  his  colleague 
Trigetius  had  exercifed-the  Prastorian  priefedture  of  Italy ;  and  Leo, 
biihop  of  Rome,  confented  to  expofe  his  life  for  the  fafety  of  his 
flock.  The  genius  of  Leo  *'  was  exercifed  and  difplayed  in  the 
public  misfortunes  ;  and  he  has  deferred  the  appellation  of  Great^ 
by  the  fuccefsful  zeal,  with  which  he  laboured  to  eftablilh  his  opi- 
nions, and  his  authority,  under  the  venerable  names  of  orthodox 
faith,  and  ecclefiaftical  difcipline.  The  Roman  ambafladors  were 
introduced  to  the  tent  of  Attila,  as  he  lay  encamped  at  the  place 
where  the  flow-winding  Mincius  is  loil  in  the  foaming  Avaves  of  the 
lake  Benacus",  and  trampled  with  his  Scythian  cavalry  the  farms 
of  Catullus  and  Virgir*.  The  Barbarian  monarch  lifl:ened  with  fa- 
vourable, and  even  refpedlful,  attention ;  and  the  deliverance  of 
Italy  was  purchafed  by  the  immenfe  ranfom,  or  dowry,  of  the  priu- 
cefs  Honoria.     The  fliate  of  his  army  might  facilitate  the   treaty, 

■*°  See  the  original, ^portraits  of  Avienus,  Anne  lacus  tantos,  te  Lari  njaxime,  teque 

and  his  rival.  Bafilius,    delineated  and  con-  Fluaibus,  et  fremitu  afiurgens  ^«/Λίί  ma- 

trafted  in -the  epiftles  (i.  9.  p.  22,)  of  Sido-  ,    rino. 

nius.     He  had  iludied  the  charafters  of  the  ^*  The  Marquis  MafFei  (Verona  Illuftrata, 

two  chiefi  of  the    fenate;    but  he  attached  parti,  p.  95.  129.221.  part  ii.  p.  ii.  6.)   has 

himfcif  to   Bafilius,   as   the  more  folid   and  illuftratcd  with  talle  and  learning  this  intereft- 

difintereilcd  friend.  ing  topography.     He  places  the  interview  of 

*'  The  charailer  and    principles  of  Leo,  Attila  and  St.  Leo  near  Ariolica,  or  Ardelica, 

may  be  traced  in  one  hundred  and  forty-one  now  Pefchiera,  at  the  conflux  of  the  lake  and 

original  epiftles,  which  illuftrate  the  eccle-  river  ;   afcertains  the  villa  of  Catullus,    ia 

fiaftical  hiftory  of  his  long  and  bufy  ponti-  the  delightful  peninfula  of  Sarmio,  and   dif- 

ficate,  f.om  A.  D.  440,  10461.    See  Dupin,  covers  the  Andes   of  Virgil,  in   the  virage 

Bibliotheque  Ecclefiaftique,  torn.  iii.  part  ii.  of  Bandes,  precifely  fituate,  qua  fc  fubducere 

p.  120—165.  colles   incipiunt,    where  the  Veroncfe  hills 

o»         tardis  ingens  ubi  fiexibus  errat  imperceptibly  ilope  down  into  the  plain  of 

Mincius,  et  tenera  pra:texit  arundine  ripas  Mantua. 

and 
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and  haften  his   retreat.     Their   martial   fpirlt    was  relaxed  by   the     ^J^  ^  P. 

wealth  and  indolence  of  a  warm  climate.     The  ihcpherds  of  the    " — — ν \ 

North,  whofe  ordinary  food  confifted  of  milk  and  raw  flefli,  indulged 
tliemiclves  too  freely  in  the  ufe  of  bread,  of  wine,  and  of  meat, 
prepared  and  feafoned  by  the  arts  of  cookery  ;  and  the  progrefs  of 
ilifeafe  revenged  in  fome  meafure  the  injuries  of  the  Italians"*.  Wnen 
Attila  declared  his  refolution  of  carrying  his  vidtorious  arms  to  the 
gates  of  Rome,  he  was  admoniihed  by  his  friends,  as  well  as  by  his 
enemies,  that  Alaric  had  not  long  furvived  the  conqueft  of  the  eternal 
city.  His  mind,  fuperior  to  real  danger,  was  aifaulted  by  imaginar)-• 
terrors  ;  nor  could  he  efcape  the  influence  of  fuperftiiion,  which  had 
fo  often  been  fubfervient  to  his  defigns*'.  The  preiTmg  eloquence 
of  Leo,  his  majeftic  afpeit,  and  facerdotal  robes,  excited  the  vene- 
ration of  Attila  for  the  fpiritual  father  of  the  Chriftians.  The  ap- 
parition of  the  two  apoftles,  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  who  menaced 
the  Barbarian  with  inftant  death,  if  he  rejeded  the  prayer  of  their 
iucceflbr,  is  one  of  the  nobleil  legends  of  ecclefuiftical  tradition.  The 
fafety  of  Rome  might  deferve  the  interpofition  of  celeftial  beings  ; 
and  fome  indulgence  is  due  to  a  fable,  which  has  been  reprefented 
by  the  pencil  of  Raphael,  and  the  chiiTel  of  Algardi  '*. 

Before  the  king  of  the  Huns  evacuated  Italy,  he  threatened  to  The  death  of 
return  more  dreadful,  and  more  implacable,  if  his  bride,  the  princefs  '^"^^ 

^*  Si  ftatim  infefto  agmine  urbem  petiif-  mentioned  the  effcd  which  this  example  pro- 

fent,  grandc  cifcrimen  cHet  :  fed  in  Venetia  duced  on  the  mind  of  Attila.    Jornaudes,  c. 

quo  fere  traflu  Italia  molliilima  eft,  ip^a  foli  42.  p.  673. 

ccelique  dementia  robur   elanguit.     Adhoc         <'<'  The  pifture  of  Raphael  is  in  the  Vati- 

panis  uiu  carnifque  cct\x,  et  dulcedinevini  can;  the  baflb  (or  perhaps  the  alto)  relievo 

mitigates,  &c.     This  paffage  of  Florus  (iii.  of  Algardi,  on  one  of  the  altars  of  St,  Peter's 

3.)  is  ftiil  more  applicable  to  the  Huns  than  (fee  Dnbos,  P.eflexions  fur  la  Poefie  et  fur 

to  the  Cimbri,  and  it  may  ferve  as  a  commen-  la  Peintiire,  torn.  i.  ΡΓ519,  520.)•  Baronius 

taryonthe«/f/?/Wplague,  with  which Idatius  (Annal.    Ecclef.    A.  D.  452.  N°  57,  58.) 

and  ifidore  have  afiiifted  the  troops  of  At,  bravely  fuftains  the  truth  of  the  apparition  } 

-'ila•  v.'hich    is   rejefted,    howcverj    by   the   moft 

*5  The  hiftorian    Frifcus    had  pofitively  learned  and  pious  Catholics. 

Vol.  III.  3  J  Honoria, 
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CHAP.     Honoria,  were   not  delivered   to  his  ambafladors   within  the   term 

XXXV. 
v__^__^    ftipulated  by  the  treaty.     Yet,  in  the  mean  while,  Attlla  relieved  his 

tender  anxiety,  by  adding  a  beautiful  maid,  whole  name  was  lldico, 
to  the  lift  of  his  innumerable  wives  ".  Their  marriage  was  celebrated 
with  barbaric.pomp  and  feftivity,  at  his  wooden  palace  beyond  the 
Danube ;  and  the  monarch,  oppreifed  with  wine  and  ileep,  retired, 
at  a  late  hour,  from  the  banquet  to  the  nuptial  bed.  His  attendants 
continued  to  refpe£t  his  pleafures,  or  his  repofe,  the  greateft  part 
of  the  enfuing  day,  till  the  unufual  filence  alarmed  their  fears  and 
fufpicions  j  and,  after  attempting  to  awaken  Attila  by  loud  and  re- 
peated cries,  they  at  length  broke  into  the  royal  apartment.  They 
found  the  trembling  bride  fitting  by  the  bedfide,  hiding  her  face 
with  her  veil,  and  lamenting  her  own  danger,  as  well  as  the  death 
of  the  king,  who  had  expired  during  the  night".  An  artery  had 
fuddenly  burft  ;  and  as  Attila  lay  in  a  fupine  poftiu-e,  he  was  fuiFo- 
cated  by  a  torrent  of  blood,  which,  inftead  of  finding  a  paffage 
thiOugh  the  noftrils,  regurgitated  into  tlie  lungs  and  ftomach.  His 
body  was  folemnly  expofed  in  the  midft  of  the  plain,  under  a  filken 
pavilion  j  and  the  chofen  fquadrons  of  the  Huns,  wheeling  round 
in  meafured  evolutions,,  chaunted  a  funeral  fong  to  the  memory  of 
a  hero,  glorious  in  his  life,  invincible  in  his  death,  the  father  of. 

*'  Attila,  ut  Prifcus  hiftorkus  rcfert,  ex-  fons  a  prior  right  of  inheritance.     See  Ge- 

tinilionis  fax   tempore,  puellam   Ildico   no-  nealogical  Hiftory,  p.  40ό,  407,  408. 

iTiine,  decoram  valde,  fibi  matrimonium  port  *'  The  report  of  her  guiU  reached  Con- 

innumerabiles  uxores     .  .  focians.  Jornandes,  ftantinople,  where  it  obtained  a  very  different 

c.  49.  p.  683,  684.     He  afterwards  adds  (c.  name;  and  Marcellinus  obferves,    that  the 

ςο.  p.  686.),  Filii  Attila-,  quorum  perlicen-  tyrant  of  Europe  was  flain  in   the  night  by 

tiam  libidinis  posne  populus  Riit.     Polygamy  the  hand,  and  the  knife,  of  a  woman.    Cor- 

has  been  e.flablifhed   among  the   Tartars   of  neille,  who  has  adapted  the  genuine  account 

every  age.     The   rank  of  plebeian  wives  is  to    his    tragedy,   defcribes   the   irruption   ef 

regulated   only   by  their    perfonal  charms;  blood  in  forty  bom  ball  lines,  and  Attila  ex- 

and  the  faded   matron   prepares,   without  a  claims,  with  ridiculous  fury, 

murmur,  the  bed  which  is  deftined   for  her  S'il  ne  veut  s'arreter  {"Ms  blood), 

blooming  rival.     But  in  royal  families,   tlte  (Dit-il)  on    me  payers    ce  qui  m'en    va 

daughters  of  Khans  comnvunicate  to  thei-r  couter. 

I  liis 
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his  people,  tlic  fcOurge  of  his  enemies,  and  the  terror  of  the  world.  C  Η  Λ  Ρ 
According  to  their  national  cuftom,  the  Barbarians  cut  offa  part  of  »- — , — 1 
their  hair,  gailied  their  faces  with  unfeemly  wounds,  and  bewailed 
their  valiant  leader  as  he  deferved,  not  with  the  tears  of  women, 
but  with  the  blood  of  warriors.  The  remains  of  Attila  were  in- 
clofed  within  three  coffins,  of  gold,  of  filver,  and  of  iron,  and  pri- 
vately buried  in  the  night:  the  fpoils  of  nations  were  thrown  into 
his  grave  ;  the  captives  who  had  opened  the  ground  were  inhumanly 
raaflacred  ;  and  the  fame  Huns,  who  had  indulged  fuch  exceffive 
grief,  feafted,  with  dilTolute  and  intemperate  mirth,  about  the  recent 
lepulchre  of  their  king.  It  was  reported  at  Conftantinople,  that  on 
the  fortunate  night  in  which  he  expired,  Marcian  beheld  in  a  dream 
the  bow  of  Attila  broken  afunder  :  and  the  report  may  be  allowed 
to  prove,  how  feldom  the  image  of  that  formidable  Barbarian  was 
abfent  from  the  mind  of  a  Roman  emperor  *'. 

The  revolution  which  fubverted  the  empire  of  the  Huns,  efta-  Deiiruftior 
bliihed,the  fame  of  Attila,  whofe  genius  alone  had  iuftained  the  °  '^'^"^' 
huge  and  disjointed  fabric.  After  his  death,  the  boldcft  chieftains 
afpired  to  the  rank  of  kings  ;  the  moft  powerful  kings  refufed  to 
acknowledge  a  fuperior  ;  and  the  numerous  fons,  whom  fo  many  va- 
rious mothers  bore  to  the  deceafed  monarch,  divided  and  difputed, 
like  a  private  inheritance,  the  fovereign  command  of  the  nations  of 
Germany  and  Scythia.  The  bold  Ardaric  felt  and  reprefented  the 
difgrace  of  this  fervile  partition ;  and  his  fubjeds,  the  warlike  Ge- 
pidae,  with  the  Oftrogoths,  under  the  condud  of  three  valiant  bro- 
thers, encouraged  their  allies  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  freedom  and 
royalty.  In  a  bloody  and  decifive  conflict  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Netad,  in  Pannonia,  the  lance  of  the  Gepidae,  the  fword  of  the 
Goths,  the  arrows  of  the  Huns,  the  Suevic  Infantry,  the  light  arms 

*'  The  curious  circumftances  of  the  death     des  (c.  49.  p.  683,  684,  6S;.)>  and  were 
and  funeral  of  Attila,  are  related  by  Jornan-    probably  tranfciibed  fturn  P-rilcus, 

3    I    2  of 
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of  the  Hcruli,  and  the  heavy  weapons  of  the  Alani,  encountered  or 
fupported  each  other ;  and  the  vi£lory  of  Ardaric  was  accompanied 
with  the  flaughter  of  thirty  thoufand  of  his  enemies.  Ellac,  the 
eldeil  fon  of  Attila,  loft  his  life  and  crown  in  the  memorahle  hattle 
of  Netad  :  his  early  valour  had  raifed  him  to  the  throne  of  the 
Acatzires,  a  Scythian  people,  whom  he  fubdued ;  and  his  father, 
who  loved  the  fuperior  merit,  would  have  envied  the  death,  of 
Ellac '°.  His  brother  Dengifich,  with  an  army  of  Huns,  ftill  formi- 
dable in  their  flight  and  ruin,  maintained  his  ground  above  fifteen 
years  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube.  The  palace  of  Attila,  with  the 
old  country  of  Dacia,  from  the  Carpathian  hills  to  the  Euxine,  be- 
came the  feat  of  a  new  power,  which  was  ereded  by  Ardaric,  king 
of  the  Gepidas.  The  Pannouian  conquefts,  from  Vienna  to  Sir- 
mium,  were  occupied  by  the  Oftrogoths  ;  and  the  fettlements  of  the 
tribes,  who  had  fo  bravely  afferted  their  native  freedom,  were  ir- 
regularly diftributed,  according  to  the  meafure  of  their  refpedive 
ftrength.  Surrounded  and  opprefled  by  the  multitude,  of  his  father's 
ilaves,  the  kingdom  of  Dengifich  was  confined  to  the  circle  of  his 
waggons  ;  his  defperate  courage  urged  him  to  invade  the  Eaftern 
empire  ;  he  fell  in  battle  ;  and  his  head,  ignominioufly  expofed  in 
the  Hippodrome,  exhibited  a  grateful  fpedacle  to  the  people  of  Con- 
ftantinople.  Attila  had  fondly  or  fuperftitioirfly  believed,  that  Irnac, 
the  youngeft  of  his  fons,  was  deftined  to  perpetuate  "the  glories  of 
his  race.  The  character  of  that  prince»  who  attempted  to  moderate 
the  raflinefs  of  his  brother  Dengifich,  was  more  fuitable  to  the  declin- 
ing condition  of  the  Huns  ;  and  Irnac,  with  his  fubjed  hords,  retired 


'"  See  Jornandcs,    t!c  Rebus  Geticis,   c.  fuonim    curiiila    tela  frangenteni,    Siievum 

50.  p.  685,686,  687,  688.     His  diilinilioii  pede,  Hunnum   fagitta  prxfuir.ere,   Alanum 

of  the  national  arms  is  curious  and  import-  gravi,   Hcrulum  levi,    armatura,    aciem  in- 

ant.    Nam  ibiadmirandum  reor  fuifle  fpecta-  ibucre.     1   am  not  precift'ly  informed  of  tiie 

culum,  ubi  ccrncrc  erat  cunftis,  pugnantem  fuuation  of  the  river  Netad. 
Gothum  enfe  furcntcm,  Gepidam  m  vulcere 
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into  the  heart  of  the  Lefler  Scythla.     They  were  foon  overwhelmed    ^  Η  ΑΡ. 

by  a  torrent  of  new  Barbarians,  who  followed  the  fame  road  which    ' ^— — ' 

their  own  anceftors  had  formerly  difcovered.  The  Geougen^  or 
Avares,  whofe  refidence  is  ailigned  by  the  Greek  \vriters  to  the 
ihores  of  the  ocean,  impelled  the  adjacent  tribes  ;  till  at  length  the 
Igours  of  the  North,  iifuing  from  the  cold  Siberian  regions,  which 
produce  the  moft  valuable  furs,  fpread  themfelves  over  the  defert, 
as  far  as  the  Borifthenes  and  the  Cafpian  gates ;  and  finally  extin- 
guiihed  the  empire  of  the  Huns". 

Such  an  event  might  contribute  to  the  fafety  of  the  Eaftern  em-  Valen 
pire,  under  the  reign  of  a  prince,  who  conciliated  the  friendihip 
without  forfeiting  the  efteem,  of  the  Barbarians.  But  the  emperor  ^'1"«, 
of  the  Weft,  the  feeble  and  diiTolute  Valentinian,  who  had  reached 
his  Jthirty-fifth  year,  without  attaining  the  age  of  reafon  or  courage, 
abufed  this  apparent  fecurity,  to  undermine  the  foundations  of  his 
own  throne,  by  the  miu-der  of  the  patrician  jEtius.  From  the  inftind 
of  a  bafe  and  jealous  mind,  he  hated  the  man,  who  was  unlverildly 
celebrated  as  the  terror  of  the  Barbarians,  and  the  fupport  of  the 
republic  ;  and  his  new  favourite,  the  eunuch  Heraclius,,  awakened 
the  emperor  from  the  fupine  lethargy,  which  might  be  difguifed,. 
during  the  life  of  Placidia  '\  by  the  excufe  of  filial  piety.  The 
fame  of  iEtius,  his  wealth  and  dignity,  the  numerous  and  martial 
train  of  Barbarian  followers,  his  powerful  dependents,  who  filled  the 
civil  offices  of  the  ftate^  and  the  hopes  of  his  fon  Gaudentius,  who 


"  Two    modern    hillorians    have    thrown  A.  D.  450.     She  was    buried   at  Ravenna, 

much  new  light  on  the  ruin  and  divifion  of  where    her  fepulchre,  and   even  her  corpfe, 

the  empireof  Attila.    M.  de  Buat,  by  his  la-  feated  in  a  chair  of  cyprefs  wood,   were  pre- 

borioue  and  minute  diligence  (torn.  viii.   p.  ferved  for  ages.     The  emprefs  received  many 

3  —31.  6S— 9+.)  ;  and   M.   de  Guignes,  by  compliments  from  the  orthodox  clergy;  and 

Lis  extraordijiary  knowledge  of  the  Chinele  St.  Peter  Chryfologus  aiTured  her,  that  her 

language  and  writers.     See  Hill.  de«  Huns^  zeal  for  the  Trinity  had  been  recompenfcd 

torn.  ii.  p.  315— 319.  by  an  auguft  trinity  of  children.     See  Tiiie^ 

'*-  placidia  died  at  Rome,  November  27,  mont.  Hill,  des  Emp.  torn.  vi.  p.  240. 


THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 

was  already  contraded  to  Eudoxia,  the  emperor's  daughter,  l',ad 
■railed  him  above  the  rank  of  a  fubjed.  The  ambitious  defigns,  of 
■which  he  was  fecretly  accufed,  excited  the  fears,  as  well  as  the  re- 
'ientment,  of  Valentinian.  ^tius  himfelf,  fupported  by  tlie  con- 
-fcioufnefs  of  his  merit,  his  fervices,  and  perhaps  his  innocence, 
.f eems  to  have  maintained  a  haughty  and  indifcreet  behaviour.  The 
j)atrician  offended  his  fovereign  by  an  hoflile  declaration ;  he  aggra- 
-vated  the  offence,  by  compelling  him  to  ratify,  with  a  folemn  oath, 
a  treaty  of  reconciliation  and  alliance  ;  he  proclaimed  his  fufpicions  ; 
he  negleded  his  fafety  ;  and  from  a  vain  confidence  that  the  eneniy, 
Avhom  he  defpifed,  was  incapable  even  of  a  manly  crime,  he  raihly 
ventured  his  perfon  in  the  palace  of  Rome.  Whilil  he  urged,  per- 
haps with  intemperate  i^ehemence,  the  marriage  of  his  fon;  Valen- 
tinian, drawing  his  fword,  the  firft  fword  he  had  ever  drawn,  plunged 
it  in  .the  breail  of  a  general  who  had  faved  his  empire  :  his  courtiers 
and  eunuchs  ambitioufly  ftruggled  to  imitate  their  mailer  ;  and 
.^Etius,  pierced  with  an  hundred  wounds,  fell  dead  in  the  royal 
prefence.  Boethius,  the  Pra:torian  prsefed,  was  killed  at  the  fame 
moment  ;  and  before  the  event  could  be  divulged,  the  principal 
friends  of  the  patrician  were  fummoned  to  the  palace,  and  feparately 
jnurdcred.  The  horrid  deed,  palliated  by  the  fpecious  names  of 
•^uilice  and  neceffity,  was  immediately  communicated  by  the  emperor 
to  his  foldiers,  his  fubjeds,  and  his  allies.  The  nations,  who  were 
.ilrangers  or  enemies  to  -5itius,  generoufly  deplored  the  unworthy 
fate  of  a  hero :  the  Barbarians,  who  had  been  attached  to  his  fer- 
vjce,  diffembled  their  grief  and  refentment;  and  the  public  contempt, 
which  had  been  fo  long  entertained  for  Valentinian,  was  at  once 
-converted  into  deep  and  univerfal  abhorrence.  Such  fentiments  fel- 
dom  pervade  the  walls  of  a  palace  ;  yet  the  emperor  was  confounded 
■by  the  honeft  reply  of  a  Roman,  whofe  approbation  he  had  not 
alifdained  to  folicit.     "  I  am  ignorant.  Sir,  of  your  motives  or  pro- 

"  vocations ; 
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*'  vocations;   I  only  know,  that  you  have  aded  like  a  man  viho  '^  l^,•"^  J'• 

**■  cuts  off  his  right  hand  with  his  left"."  v. v— -< 

The  luxury  of  Rome  feems  to  have  attrafted  the  long  and  fre-  and  raviiTics 
quent  vifits  of  Valentinian  ;  who  was  confequently  more  defpifcd  Maximlis. 
at  Rome  than  in  any  other  part  of  his  dominions.  A  republican 
fpirit  was  infenfibly  revived  in  the  fenate,  as  their  authority,  and 
even  their  fupplies,  became  neceflliry  for  the  fupport  of  his  feeble 
government.  The  ftately  demeanour  of  an  hereditary  monarch 
offended  their  pride  ;  and  the  pleafures  of  Valentinian  were  injurious 
to  the  peace  and  honour  of  noble  families.  The  birth  of  the 
emprefs  Eudoxia  was  equal  to  his  own,,  and  her  charms  and  tender 
affeition  deferved  thofe  teftimonies  of  love,  which  her  inconftant 
hufband  diffipated  in  vague  and  unlawful  amours.  Petronius  Maxi- 
mus,  a  wealthy  fenator  of  the  Anician  family,  v»rho  had  been  twice 
conful,  was  poffeffed  of  a  chafte  and  beautiful  wife :  her  obftinate 
refiftance  ferved  only  to  irritate  the  defires  of  Valentinian  ;  and  he 
refolved  to  accomplilh  them  either  by  ilratagem  or  force.  Deep 
gaming  was  one  of  the  vices  of  the  court :  the  emperor,  who,  by 
chance  or  contrivance,  had  gained  from  Maximus  a  confiderable  fum, . 
uncourteoufly  exaded  his  ring  as  a  fecurity  for  the  debt ;  and 
fent  it  by  a  trufty  meffenger  to  his  wife-,  with  an  order,  in  her 
huiband's  name,  that  ihe  ihould  immediately  attend  the  emprefs 
Eudoxia.  The  unfufpeding  wife  of  Maximus  was  conveyed  in  her 
litter  to  the  Imperial  palace  ;  the  emiffaries  of  her  impatient  lover 
conduded  her  to  a  remote  and  filent  bed-chamber;  and  Valentinian 
violated,  without  remorfe,  the  laws  of  hofpitality.  Her  tears,  when 
flie  returned  home ;  her  deep  afflidion ;  and  her  bitter  reproaches 
againft  a  hufband,  whom  ihe  confidered  as  the  accomplice  of  his 

"Aetium  Placidus  maftavit  femivir  amens,  not  inclined  to  flatter  a  miniilerwho  had  in- 
is  the  expreflion  of  Sidonius  (Panegyr.  Avit.  jured  or  difgraced  Avitus  and  Majorian,-  the 
359.}.     The  poet  knew  the  world.  a!ij\\as    lucceiTive heroes  of  his foiig. 

own: 
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C  Η  A  P.    own  fliamc,   excited  Maximus  to  a   juft  revenj^e  ;  the  defire  of  re- 

XXXV.  JO' 

i_l_,; — Ly    ven^e  Avas  ftimiilaicd  by  ambition  ;   and  he  might  reafonably  afpire, 

by  the  free  fiiffrage  of  th€  Roman  fenate,  to  die  throne  of  a  de- 
tefted  and  defpicable  rival.  Valentinian,  who  fuppofed  that  every 
human  breail  was  devoid,  like  his  own,  of  friendihip  and  gra- 
,  titude,  had  imprudently  admitted  among  his  guards  feveral  domef- 
tics  and  foilowers  of  Jitius.  Two  of  thefe,  of  Barbarian  race,  were 
perfuaded  to  execute  a  facred  and  honourable  duty,  by  puniihing 
with  death  the  aiTaiTm  of  tlieir  patron;  and  their  intrepid  courage 
did  not  long  expeil  a  favourable  moment.  Whilft  Valentinian 
amufed  himfelf  in  the  field  of  Mars  with  the  fpeilacle  of  fome  mili- 
tary fports,  they  fuddenly  ruihed  upon  him  with  drawn  weapons, 
Dcaih  of  Va-  diipatched  the  guilty  Heraclius,  and  ftalibed  tlie  emperor  to  the  heart, 
!λ"ι)"'Γ-'-  without  the  leaft  oppofition  from  his  numerous  train,  who  feemed  to 
March  16,  rejoice  in  the  tyrant's  death.  Such  was  the  fate  of  Valentinian 
the  Third'*,  tlie  lail'  Roman  emperor  of  the  family  of  Theodo- 
fjus.  He  faithfully  imitated  the  hereditary  weakncfs  of  his  coufin 
and  his  two  uncles,  without  inheriting  the  gentlenefs,  the  purity, 
the  innocence,  which  alleviate  in  their  charadlers  the  want  of  fpirit 
and  ability.  Valentinian  was  lefs  excufable,  fince  he  had  paflions, 
without  virtues :  even  his  religion  was  queftionable  ;  and  though  he 
never  deviated  into  the  paths  of  herefy,  he  fcandalized  the  pious 
Chriftians  by  his  attachment  to  the  profane  arts  of  magic  and  divi- 
nation. 
Symptoms  of  As  early  as  the  time  of  Cicero  and  Varro,  it  was  the  opinion  of 
the  Roman  augurs,  that  the  tivelve  vultures,  which  Romulus  had 


decay  and 
ruin 


"  With  regard  to  the  caufe  and  circum-  by  five  or  fix  Chronicles,  none  of  which  were 

ftances  of  the  deaths  of  ^tius  and  Valenti-  compofed  in  Rome  or  Italy  ;  and  which  can 

nian,  our  information  is  dark  and  impcrfeft.  only  exprefs,  in  broken  fentences,  the  popu- 

Procopius  (de  Bell.  Vandal.  I.  i.  c.  4.  p.  i36,  lar  rumours,  as  they  were  conveyed  to  Gaul, 

187,  188.)  is  a  fabulous  writer  for  the  events  Spain,   Africa,   Conftantinople,  or  Alexan- 

which  precede  his  own  memory.     His  narra-  dria. 
dve  muil  therefore  be  fupplied  and  corredled 

feen. 
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feen,  reprefentcd  the  tz^elve  centuries^  afflgned  for  the  fatal  period  of   ^YX)fr/^'' 

his  city  ".     This  prophecy,  difregartled   perhaps  in  the   feafcn  of  *— ν ' 

health  and  prorperky,  infpired  the  people  with  gloomy  apprchen- 
fions,  when  the  twelfth  century,  clouded  with  difgrace  and  misfor- 
tune, was  almoft  elapfed  "  -,  and  even  pofterrty  muft  acknowledge 
with  fome  furprife,  that  the  arbitrary  interpretation  of  an  accidental 
or  fabulous  circumftance,  has  been  feriouHy  verified  in  the  downfall 
of  the  Weilern  empire.  But  its  fall  was  announced  by  a  clearer 
omen  than  the  flight  of  vultures  :  the  Roman  government  appeared 
every  day  lefs  formidable  to  its  enemies,  more  odious  and  opprelTn^-e 
to  its  fubjedls".  The  taxes  were  multiplied  with  the  public  diftrefs; 
oeconomy  was  negledled  in  proportion  as  it  became  neceflary ;  and 
the  injuftice  of  the  rich  fliifted  the  unequal  burden  from  themfelves 
to  the  people,  whom  they  defrauded  of  the  indtilgcncics  that  might 
fometimes  have  alleviated  their  mifery.  The  fevere  inquiiition, 
which  confifcated  their  goods,  and  tortured  their  perfons,  compelled 
the  fubjeds  of  Valentinian  to  prefer  the  more  fimple  tyranny  of  the 
Barbarians,  to  fly  to  the  woods  and  mountains,  or  to  embrace  the 
vile  and  abjed  condition  of  mercenary  fervants.  They  abjured  and 
abhorred  the  name  of  Roman  citizens,  which  had  formerly  excited 

■"  This  interpretation  of  Vettius,  a  cele-  _--... 

brated  augur,  was  quoted  by  Varro,  in  the         Jam  prope  fata  tui  bifienas  Vulturis  alas 
xviiith  book  of  his  Antiquities.    Cenlbrinus,         Implebant ;  fcis  namque  tuos,  fcis,  Roma, 
de  Die  Natali,  c.  17.  p.  90,  91.  edit.  Haver-  labores. 

camp.  See  Dubos,  Hill.  Critique,  torn.  i.  p.  340— 

'*  According  to  Varro,  the  twelfth  century  346. 
would  expire  A.  D.  447,  but  the  uncertainty         "  The  fifth  book  of  Salvian  is  filled  with 

<of  the  true  xra  of  Rome  might  allow  fome  pathetic  lamentations,  and  veliemcnt  invec- 

Jatitudeof  anticipation  or  delay.     The  poets  tives.     His  immoderate   freedom    ferves   to 

of  the  age,  Claudian  (de  Bell.  Gctico,  265.)  prove  the  weaknefs,  as  well  as  the  corrup- 

and  Sidonius  (in  Pancgyr.  Avit.  357.),  may  tion,  of  the  Roman  government.     His  book 

be  admitted  as  fair  witnelles  of  the  popular  waspublilhed  after  the  lofs  of  Africa  (A.  D. 

opinion,  439• )>    ^"'l   before    Attila's    war    {Α.,    D. 

Jam  reputant  annos,  interceptoque  volatfi  45••)• 

Vulturis,  inciduntproperatis  fecula  metis. 

Vol.  III.  3  Κ  the 
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C  Η  A  P•.  ^i^Q  ambition  of  mankind.  The  Armorlcan  provinces  of  Gaul,  and 
^  ■■>— 1^  the  greateft  part  of  Spain,  were  thrown  into  a  ftate  of  difordeny 
independence,  by  the  confederations  of  the  Bagaiida:  ;  and  the  Im- 
perial miniilcrs  purfued  with.  profcript^Λ'^e  laws,  and  inefFectvial  arms^ 
the  rebels  whora  they  had  made  ".  If  all  the  Barbarian  conquerors 
had  been  annihilated  in  the  fame  hour,  their  total  deftruilion  would 
not  have  reiVored  the  empire  of  the  Weft  :  and  if  Rome  ilill  furvived, 
Ihe  furv.Lv.ed  the  lofs.of  freedom,,  of  virtue,  and  of  honour. 


"  The  Bagaudae    of  Spain,.  wKo  fought  ui  eft  pars  magna  Hifpanoram,  et  non  mi- 
pitched  battles  with  the  Roman  troops,  are  niraa    Gallorum De   IJagaudls  nunc 

repeatedly  mentioned  in  the  Chronicle  of  Ida-  mihi  fermo   eft,    qui    per    males  judices   et. 

tius.     S.dvian  has  defcribed  their  dillrefs  and  cruentos    fpoliati,  afflifti,     necati    poftquam• 

rebellion  in  very  forcible  language.     Itaque  jus  Romana;  libertatis   amiferanr,.  etiam  ho- 

Bomen   civium  Romanorum  .  .  .  nunc  ultro  norem  Roman!  nominis  perdiderunt 

lepudiatur   ac  fagitur^    nee   vile  tamen  fed  Vocamus  rebelles,   vocamus  perdiios  quosefle 

etiam  abominabile  poena  habetur Et  compulimus  criminofos.     De  GubarnacDii, 

hinc  eftut  etiam  hi  qui  ad  Barbaros  non  con-  l.v.  p.  LjS^  159. 
Sigiuuij  Barbari.  tamen  elTe  coguntur,  fcilicet. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XXXVl. 

■SacJi  of  Rome  hy  Genferk^  King  of  the  V and  ah.* — Hh 
naval  Depredations. — Succefion  of  the  lafl  Effzperors 
of  the  ^Vefl^  Maximusy  Avitus^  Majorian^  Severus^ 
AnthemiuSy  Olybr'ius^  Glycerins^  Nefos^  Augufulm. — 
'ϊοίάΐ  Ext'mBion  of  the  TVefiern  Empire.• — Reign  of 
Vdoacer^  the  firfi  Barbarian  King  of  Italy, 

THE  lofs  or  defolation  of  the  provinces,  from  the  ocean  to  the    c  Η  A  P. 
Alps,  impaired  the  glory  and  greatnefs  of  Rome :  her  internal    ,  ^^^._^^'; 
fjrofperity  was  irretrievably  deftroyed  by  the  feparation  of  Africa.   ^  avalpowe 
The  rapacious  Vandals  confifcated  the   patrimonial    eftates   of  the  dais, 
ienators,  ami  intercepted  the  regular  fubfidies,  which  relieved  the  455. 
poverty,  and  encouraged  the  idlenefs,  of  the  plebeians.    The  diftrefs 
-of  the  Romans  was  foon  aggravated  by  an  unexpe£led  attack ;  and 
the  province,  fo  long  aaltivated  for  their  ufe  by  induftrious  and 
obedient  fubjeds,  was  armed  againft  them  by  an  ambitious  Barba- 
rian.    The  Vandals  and  Alani,  who  followed  the  fuccefsful  ilandard 
'of  Genferic,  had  acquired  a  rich  and  fertile  territory,  which  ftretched 
along  the   coaft  above  ninety  days  journey  from  Tangier  to  Tri- 
poli ;  but  their  ηαπτοΛν  Hmits  were  preffed  and  confined,  on  either 
fide,  by  the  fandy  defert  and  the  Mediterranean.    The  difcovery  and 
conqueft  of  the  Black  nations,  that  might  dwell  beneath  the  torrid 
zone,  coiild  not  tempt  the  rational  ambition  of  Genferic :  but  he 

3  Κ  2  caft 


436  THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 

^  ^  -^  ^•  caft  his  eyes  towards  the  fea ;  he  refolved  to  create  a  naval  power,^ 
V— — v~— »  and  his  bold  refolution  was  executed  with  ileady  and  adlive  perfe-^ 
verance.  The  woods  of  mount  Atlas  afforded  an  inexhauftible  nur- 
fery  of  timber  ;  his  new  fubjedls  were  ikillsd  in  the  arts  of  naviga-• 
tion  and  ihip-building  ;  he  animated  his  daring  Vandals  to  embrace' 
a  mode  of  warfiire  which  would  render  every  maritime  country 
accsflible  to  their  arms;  the  Moors  and  Africans  were  allured  b^ 
the  hopes  of  plunder  ;  and,  after  an  interval  of  fix  centuries,  the 
fleets  that  ifllied  from  the  port  of  Carthage  again  claimed  the  empire 
of  the  Mediterranean.  The  fuccefs  of  the  Vandals,  the  conqueft  of 
Sicily,  the  fack  of  Palermo,  and-  the  frequent  defcents  on  the  coail 
of  Lucania,  awakened  and  alarmed  the  mother  of  Valentinian,  and 
the  fifter  of  Theodofuis.  Alliances  were  formed;,  and  armaments,, 
expenfive  and  inefiedlual,  were  prepared,  for  the  deftrudlion  of  the- 
common  enemy;  who  referved  his  courage  to  encounter  thofe- 
dangers  which•  his  policy  could  not  prevent  or  elude.  The  defign« 
of  the  Roman  government  were  repeatedly  baffled  by  his  artful 
delays,  ambiguous  promifes,  and  apparent  conceffiong ;  and  the' 
interpofition- of  his  formidable  confederate  the  king  of  the  Huns,, 
recalled  the  emperors  from  the  conqueft  of  Africa  to  the  care  of  their 
domeftic  fafety.  The  revolutions  of  the  palace,  which  left  the 
Weftern  empire  without  a  defender,  and  vs^ithout  a  lawful  prince; 
difpelled  the  apprehenfions,  and  ftimulated  the  avarice,,  of  Genferic; 
He  immediately  equipped  a  numerous  fleet  of  Vandals  and  Moorsi 
and  caft  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tyber,  about  three  months  after 
the  death  of  Valentinian,  and  the  elevation  of  Maximus  to  the  Im^- 
perial  throne. 

The  private  life  of  the  fenator  Petronius  IN'Iaximus ',  was  often 
he  empe-    alleged  as  a  rare  example  of  human  felicity.     His  birth  was  noble 

rorMaximus, 

Λ.  D.  455,  and 

'  SIdonius  Apollinarls  compofed  the  thir-     the  paradox  of  his  fnend  Serranus,  who  eir- 
tcenth  epilUe  of  the  fecond  book,  to  refute    tertained  a  f.ngular,   though  generous,  en- 

thufiafm 


The  charac- 
ter and  re' 


March  17. 
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and  illuilrious,  fince  he  defceuded  from  the  Anician  family ;   his    CHAP. 

,.      .  ,  ^  XXXVI. 

«axgnity  was  lupported  by  an  adequate  patrimony  in  land  and  mouey  J    ' — v— -^ 

and  thefe  advantages  of  foi-tune  were  accompanied  with  liberal  arts, 
and  decent  manners,  which  a-dorn  or  imitate  the  ineftimable  gifts  of 
genius  and  virtue.     The  luxury  of  his  palace  and  table  was  hofpita- 
ble  and  elegant.     Whenever  Maximus  appeared  in  public,.,  he  was 
furrounded  by  a  train  of  grateful  and  obfequious  clients";  and  it  is 
poffible  that  among  thefe   clients,  he  might  deferve  and  poifefs  fome 
real  friends.     His  merit  was  rewai'ded  by  the  favour  of  the  prince^ 
and  fenate  :  he  thrice  exercifed  the  ofRce  of  Praetorian  pra^fedl  of 
Italy;,  he  was^  twice  in  veiled  with  the  confullliip,  and  he  obtained 
the  rank  of  patrician.     Thefe  civil  honours  were  not   incompatible 
with  the' enjoyment  ofleifure  and  tranquillity;  his  hours,  according 
to  the  demands  of  pleafure  -or  reafon,.  were  accurately  diftributed  by 
a  water-clock ;  and  this  avarice  of  time  may  be  allowed  to  prove 
the  fenfe  which  Maximus  entertained   of  his  own  happinefs.     The 
injury  which  he  received  from  the  emperor  Valentinian,  appears  to» 
excufe  the  moil  bloody  revenge.     Yet  a  philofopher  might  have' 
refledted,.  that,  if  the  refiilancc  of  his  Λvife  had  been  fmcere,  her 
chaftity  was  ilill  inviolate,  and  that  it  could  never  be  reitored  if  flie 
had  confented  to  the  will"  of  the  adulterer.     A  patriot  would-  have 
hefltated,  before  he  plunged  himfelf  and  his  countiy  into  tliofe  in- 
evitable calamities,  which  muft  follow  the  extindlion  of  the  royal» 
houfe  of  Theodofms.     The  imprudent  Maximus  difregarded  thefe 
falutary  confiderations  :  he  gratified  his  refentment  and  ambition  ;, 
He  faw  the  bleeding  corpfe  of  Valentinian  at  his  feet ;  and  he  heard-» 
himfelf  faluted  emperor  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  fenate  and 

thufiaftn  for   the   deceafed   emperor.     This  *  Clientum,  prxvia,  pedirequa,  circumfiifa, 

ppiilie,  with  fome  indulgence,  may  claim  the  populofitas,  is  the  train  which  Sidohius  him- 

praife    of  an    elegant  compofition  ;    and  if  felf  (1.  i.  epift.  9.)  affigns  to  another  fenator 

throws  much  light  on  the  charafter  of  Maxi-  of  confuUr  rank. 

BUS. 

peopicv 
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CHAP,    people.     But  the  day  of  his  inauguration  was  the  laft  day  of  his 

*^  .,, »    happincfs.     He  was  imprifoned    (iuch  is  the   lively    expreifion   of 

Sidonius)  in  the  palace  ;  and  after  pa/Ting  a  fleeplefs  night  he  fighed, 
that  he  had  attained  the  fummit  of  his  wiihes,  and  afpired  only  to 
defcend  from  the  dangerous  elevation.  OppreiTed  by  the  weight 
■of  the  diadem,  he  communicated  his  anxious  thoughts  to  his  friend 
and  quxftor  Fulgentius ;  and  when  he  looked  back  with  unavailing 
regret  on  the  fecure  pleafures  of  his  former  life,  the  emperor  ex- 
daimed,  "  Ο  fortunate  Damocles',  thy  reign  began  and  ended  with 
*'  the  fame  dinner  :"  a  well-known  allufion,  which  Fulgentius  af- 
terwards repeated  as  an  inftrudive  Icfibn  for  princes  and  fub- 
jedts. 

His  death,  ^^^  relen  of  Maximus  continued  about  three  months.    His  hours, 

A.  υ.  45;.  ο 

June  I  ζ.  ^£  which    he  had   loft  the  command,  were   difturbed   by  remorfe, 

or  guilt,  or  terror,  and  his  throne  was  ihakcn  by  the  feditions  of  the 
foldiers,  the  people,  and  the  confederate  Barbarians.  The  marriage 
of  his  fon  Pailadius  with  the  eldeft  daughter  of  the  late  emperor, 
might  tend  to  eftabliih  the  hereditary  fucceflion  of  his  family  ;  but 
the  violence  which  he  offered  to  the  emprefs  Eudoxia,  could  proceed 
only  from  the  blind  impulfe  of  luft  or  revenge.  His  own  wife, 
the  caufe  of  thcfe  tragic  events,  had  been  feafonably  removed  by 
death  ;  and  the  widow  of  Vaientinian  was  compelled  to  violate  her 
decent  mourning,  perhaps  her  real  grief,  and  to  fubmit  to  the  em- 
braces of  a  prefuuiptuous  ufurpcr,  whom  flie  fufpeded  as  the  aiTairm 
of  her  deceafed  hufband.  Thefe  fufpicions  were  foon  juftified  by 
the  indifcreet  confeffion  of  Maximus  himfelf  j  and  he  wantonly  pro- 

3  Dillriftusenfis  cui  fuperimpia  Somnum  reducent. 

Cervke  pendet,  non  SicuUdapcs  ^°''^^•  ^'''™•  "•''•  '• 

Dulcem  elab»rabunt  faporem  :  ^''^""•",'  ^""^"^"  ί^'  letter  with  the  ftcry  of 

.        ^.  ,  Damocles,   Avhich  Cicero  (TElculan  v.  20, 

Mon  avium  Cuhara^que   canius  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  inimitably  told. 

Toked 
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Toted  the  hatred  of  his  reludlant  bride,  who  was  ftil!  confcious  that  ^  ^^  Λ  ^• 
flie  defcended  from  a  line  of  emperors^  From  the  Eaft,  however,  ■_  .  j 
Eudoxia  could  not  hope  to  obtain  any  eifedual  affiftance :  her  father 
and  her  aunt  Pulcheria  were  dead ;  her  mother  languiflied  at  Jeru- 
falem  in  difgrace  and  exile;  and  the  fceptre  of  Conftantinople  was 
in  the  hands  of  a  ftrangen  She  diredled  her  eyes  towards  Carthage ;, 
fecretly  implored  the  aid  of  the  king  of  the  Vandals  ;  and  perfuaded 
Gcnferic  to  improve  the  fair  opportunity  of  difguihng  his  rapacious 
defigns  by  the  fpecious  names  of  honour,,  juilice,  and  compaffion*. 
WhateAi-er  abilities  Maximus  might  have  ihewn  in  a  fubordinate 
ftatron,  he  was  found  incapable  of  adminiilering  an  empire ;  and 
though  he  might  eafily  have  been  informed  of  the  naval  prepara- 
tions, whicii  wei-e  made  on  the  oppofite  ihores  of  Africa,  he  expcited 
with  fupine  indifference  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  without  adopting 
any  meafures  of  defence,  of  negociation,  or  of  a  timely  retreats 
When  the  Vandals  difembarked  at  the  m.onth  of  the  Tyber,  the 
emperor  was  fuddenly  reufed  from  his  lethargy  by  the  clamours  of 
a  trembling  and  exafperated  multitude.  The  only  hope  which  pre- 
fented  itfelf  to  his  afconillaed  mind  was  that  of  a  precipitate  flight,, 
and  he  exkorted  the  fenators  to  imitate  the  example  of  their  princci  * 

But  no  fooner  did  Maximus  appear  in  the  ftreets,  than  he  was  af- 
faulted  l)y  a  ihower  of  ftones:  a  Roman,,  or  a  Burgundian,  foldier 
claimed  the  honour  ©f  the  firft  wound ;  his  mangled  body  was  ig-^ 
nominioufly  cail  into  the  Tyber ;  the  Roman  people  rejoiced  in  the 
puniihment  which  they  had   inflidsd  on  the  author  of  the  public 


*  NctwithftanJing  the  evidence  of  Froco-  "  fognare  e  fp.iccJar  voci  falfe."     But  his 

plus,    Evagriuf,    Idatius,    Marcellinus,    Λς.  argument,    from    the  interval    of  time  and 

the  learned  Muratori  (Annali  d'ltalia,  torn,  place,  is  extremely  feeble.     The  figs  which 

iv.  p.  24.9.)  doubts  tiie  reality  of  this  invi-  grew  near  Carthage   were  produced    to   the 

tation,  and  obfervesjwith  great  truth,  "  Non  fenate  of  Rome  on  the  third  day. 
"  fi  puo  dir  quanto  fia  facile  il  popolo  a. 

5•  calamities ; 


4.p  THE    DECLINE    AND    EALL 

calamities ;  and  the  domeilics  of  Kudoxia  figiiali/.ed  their  zeal  in  the 
ferv'ice  of  their  miftrefs  '. 

On  the  third  day  after  the  tumult,  Genferic  boldly  advanced  from 
the  port  of  Oftia  to  the  gates  of  the  defencelefs  city.  Inftead  of  a 
fally  of  the  Roman  youth,  there  iffued  from  the  gates  an  unarmed 
and  Λ^enerable  proceiTion  of  the  bifhop  at  the  head  of  his  clergy'. 
The  fearlefs  fpirit  of  Leo,  his  authority  and  eloquence,  again  miti- 
gated the  iiercenefs  of  a  Barbarian  conqueror  :  the  king  of  the  Van- 
dafs  promifed  to  fpare  the  unrefifting  multitude,  to  proteft  the 
buildings  from  fire,  and  to  exempt  the  captives  from  torture ;  and 
although  fuch  orders  were  neither  ferioufly  given,  nor  ftridlly  obeyed, 
the  mediation  of  Leo  was  glorious  to  himfelf,  and  in  fome  degree 
beneficial  to  his  countiy.  But  Rome,  and  its  Inhabitants,  were 
delivered  to  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  Vandals  and  Moors,  whofe 
blind  palfions  revenged  the  irjuries  of  Carthage.  The  pillage  lafted 
fourteen  days  and  nights  ;  and  all  that  yet  remained  of  public  or 
private  \vealth,  of  facred  or  profane  treafure,  was  diligently  tran- 
iported  to  the  vefl'els  of  Genferic.  Among  the  fpoils,  the  fplendid 
relics  ,of  two  temples,  or  rather  of  two  religions,  exhibited  a  me- 
morable example  of  the  vieiffitude  of  human  and  divine  things. 
Since  the  abolition  of  Paganifm,  the  Capitol  had  been  violated  and 
abandoned  ;  yet  the  ftatues  of  the  gods  and  heroes  were  ftill  re^ 
fpeded,  and  the  curious  roof  of  gilt  bronze  w^as  referved  for  the 
rapacious  hands  of  Genferic  %     The  holy  inftruments  of  the  Jewiih 

Korihip, 

'       -  .  -  Infidoque  tlbi  Burgundlo  duilu  cetlan.;  but  the  improbable  notion  of  Baro- 

Extorquet  trepidas  maftandi  principis  iras.  nijus  (A.  D.    455.  N°  13.),    that  Genferic 

Sidon.  in  Panegyr.  Avit.  442.  fpared  the  three   apoftolical  chufches,  is  not 

A   remarkable   line,  which   infinuates   that  countenanced  even  by  the  doubtful  teftimpny 

Rome  and  Maximus  were  betrayed  by  their  of  the  Liber  PontificaVis. 

Burgundian  mercenaries.  '  The  proAifion  of  Catulus,  die  firll  who 

*  The  apparent  fuccefs  of  pope  Leo  may  gilt  the  roof  of  the  Capitol,  was  not  univer• 

be  juftificd  by  Profper,  and  the  Hifioria  Mi/-  ially  approved  (Plin.  HiH.  Natm•.  xxxiii.  18.) ; 

but 
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worfliip',  the  gold  table,  and  the  gold  candleftick  with  feven  branches,    ^^,^χ^Λ 

originally  framed    according  to  the  particular  inftrudtions  of  God    ' ><— -> 

himfelf,  and  Avhich  were  placed  in  the  fan£luary  of  his  temple,  had 
been  oitentatioufly  dllplayed  to  the  Roman  people  in  the  triumph  of 
Titus.  They  were  afterwards  depofited  in  the  temple  of  Peace ; 
and  at  the  end  of  four  hundred  years,  the  fpoils  of  Jerufalem  were 
transferred  from  Rome  to  Carthage,  by  a  Barbarian  who  derived  his 
origin  from  the  ihores  of  the  Baltic.  Thefe  ancient  monuments 
might  attrail  the  notice  of  curiofity,  as  well  as  of  avarice.  But  the 
Chriftian  churches,  enriched  and  adorned  by  the  prevailing  fuper- 
ftition  of  the  times,  afforded  more  plentiful  materials  for  facri- 
lege ;  and  tJie  pious  liberality  of  pope  Leo,  who  melted  fix  filver 
vafes,  the  gift  of  Conftantine,  each  of  an  hundred  pounds  weight, 
is  an  evidence  of  the  damage  which  he  attempted  to  repair.  In  the 
forty-five  years,  that  had  elapfed  fnice  the  Gothic  invafion,  the  pomp 
and  luxury  of  Rome  were  in  fome  meafure  reftored ;  and  it  was 
difficult  either  to  efcape,  or  to  fatisfy,  the  avarice  of  a  conqueror,  who 
poiTefled  leifure  to  colled,  and  ihips  to  tranfport,  the  wealth  of  the 
capital.  The  Imperial  ornaments  of  the  palace,  the  magnificent 
furniture  and  wardrobe,  the  fideboards  of  mafly  plate,  were  accu- 
mulated with  diforderly  rapine  :  the  gold  and  filver  amounted  to 
feveral  thoufand  talents  ;  yet  even  the  brafs  and  copper  were  labo- 
rioufly  removed.  Eudoxia  herfelf,  who  advanced  to  meet  her  friend 
and  deliverer,  foon  bewailed  the  imprudence  of  her  own  conduit. 


butitwas  farexceededby  the  emperor's,  and  12;.)•  It  fliould  feeni,  that  the  roof  of  the 

the  external  gilding  of  the  temple  colt  Do-  Capitol  was  decorated  with  gilt  llatues,  and 

mitian    12,000  talents    (2,400,00οί.)•    The  chariots  drawn  by  four  horfes. 

expreflions  of  Claudian  and  Rutilius(^/«i-i  wi-  =    The    curious   reader   may   confult    the 

talli  amula  .   .   .  fujligia  aflris,  and   confun-  learned  and  accurate  treatifc  of  Hadrian  Re- 

dunlque  I'agos  dehibra  micaiitia  iji/usj  raani-  land,  de   Spoliis  Templi  Hierofolymitani  in 

ieillyprove,thatthisfp!enJid  covering  was  not  Arcu  Titiano  Romx  confpicuis,   in   izmOj, 

removed  either  by  the  Chrillians  or  the  Goths  Trajefti  ad  Rhenum,  17 16. 
(See  Donatus,  Roma  Antiqua,  1.  ii.  c.  6.  p. 

Vol.  III.  3  L                                   She 
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CHAP.  She  was  rudely  ftripped  of  her  jewels  ;  and  the  unfortunate  emprels, 
^— -Λτ— — '  with  her  two  daughtei-s,  the  only  furviving  remains  of  the  great 
Theodofius,  was  compelled,  as  a  captive,  to  follow  the  haughty  Van- 
dal ;  who  immediately  hoifted  fail,  and  returned  with  a  profperous 
navigation  to  the  port  of  Carthage  '.  Many  thoufand  Romans  of 
both  fexes,  chofeu  for  foijieufeful  or  agreeable  qualifications,  reluc- 
tantly embarked  on  board  the  fleet  of  Genferic;  and  their  diftrefs- 
was  aggravated  by  the  unfeeling  Barbarians,  who,  in  the  divifion  of 
the  booty,  feparated  the  wives  from  their  hufbands,  and  the  children 
fiom  their  parents.  The  charity  of  Deogratias,  biihop  of  Carthage  ", . 
was  their  only  confolation  and  fupport.  He  generoufiy  fold  the 
gold  and  fih^er  plate  of  the  church  to  purchafe  tlie  fi'eedom  of  fome, , 
to  alleviate  the  flavery  of  others,  and  to  affifh  the  wants  and  infir- 
mities of  a  captive  multitude,  whofe  health  was  impaired  by  the 
hardihips  which  they  had  fufTered  in  the  pailivge  from  Italy  to 
Africa.  By  his  order,  two  fpacious  churches  were  converted  into 
hofpitals  :  the  fick  were  diftributed  in  convenient  beds,  and  Hberally 
fupplied  with  food  and  medicines ;  and  the  aged  prelate  repeated 
his  vifits  both  in  the  day  and  night,  with  an  aifiduity  that  furpafled 
his  flrength,  and  a  tender  fympathy  which  enhanced  the  value  of 
his  fervices.  Compare  this  fcene  with  the  field  of  Cannae  ;  and  •. 
judge  between  Hannibal  and  the  fucceifor  of  St.  Cyprian  ". 

*  The  veiTel  which  tranfportcd  the  relics  piecemeal  by  the  mad  devotion  of  the  peo- - 

of  the  Capitol,  was  the  only  one  of  the  whole  pie. 

fleet  that  fuffered  fnipwreck.  If  a  bigotted  "  The  general  evidence  for  the  death  of 
fophiil,  a  Pagan  bigot,  had  mentioned  the  Maximus,  and  the  fack  of  Rome  by  the  Van- 
accident,  he  might  have  rejoiced,  that  this  dais,  is  comprifed  in  Sidonius  (Panegyr. 
cargo  of  facrilege  v/as  loil  in  the  fea.  Avit.  441—450.).  Procopius•  (de  Bell.  Van- 

'"  See  Viftor  Vitenfis,  de  Perfecut.  Van-  dal.  1.  i.  c.  4,  5.  p.  i88,  1S9.  and  1.  ii.  c.  o.  . 

dal.  I.  i.  c.  8.  p.  11,  12.  edit.  Ruinart.    Deo-  p.  2^5.),  Evagrius  (I.  ii.  c.  7.),  Jornandes 

gratias  governed  the  church  of  Carthage  only  (de  ReL  Geticis,  c.  45.   p.  677.),  and  the 

three  years.     If  he  had  not  been  privately  Chronicles  of  Idatius,  Profper,  Marcellings, 

buried,   his  corpfe  would  have  been    torn  and  Theophanes,  under  the  proper  year. 

0  The 
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The  deaths  of  TEtius  and  Valentinlan  had  relaxed'  the  ties  which  ^ ϋ  A  P. 
held  the  Barbarians  of  Gaul  in  peace  and  fubordinatioK.'  "  The  fea-v  ^^ — ^— «/ 
coaft  wasinfefted  by  the  Saxons^  the  Alcmanni  and  the  Frahks.ad-i~  Avftus'T'^'^'^"'^ 
vanced  from  the  Rhine  to  the  Seine  ;  and  the  ambition  of  the  Gathff'  j^'iy  ',tth' 
feemed  to  meditate  more  extenfive  and  permanent  conquefts.  The 
emperor  Maximus  relieved  himfelf,  by  a  judicious  choice,  from 
the  weight  of  thefe  diftant  cares ;  he  filenced  the  folicitations  of  his 
friends,  liftened  to  the  voice  of  fame,  and  promoted  a  ilranger  to 
the  general  command  of  the  forces  in  Gaul.  Avitus ",  the  ftranger, 
whofe  merit  was  fo  nobly  rewarded,  defcended  frmn  a  wealthy 
and  honourable  family  in  the  diocefe  of  Auvergne.  The  convul- 
fions  of  the  times  urged  him  to  embrace,  with  the  fame  ardour,  the 
civil  and  military  profeffions ;  and  the  indefatigable  youth  blended 
the  ftudies  of  literature  and  jurifprudence  with  the  exercife  of  arms 
and  hunting.  Thirty  years  of  his  life  Were  laudably  fpent  in  the 
public  fervice  ;  he  alternately  difplayed  his  talents  in  war  and  nego- 
elation  ;  and  the  foldier  of  iEtius,  after  executing  the  moil  import- 
ant embaifies,  was  raifed  to  the  ftation  of  Prxtorian  prsfedt  of 
Gaul.  Either  the  merit  of  AAdtus  excited  envy,  or  his  moderation, 
was  defirous  of  repofe,  fince  he  calmly  retired  to  an  eftate,  which  he 
poffeiTed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Clermont.  A  copious  ftream, 
iiTuing  from  the  mountain,  and  falling  headlong  in  many  a  loud 
and  foaming  cafcade,  difcharged  its  waters  into  a  lake  about  two 
miles  in  length,  and  the  villa  was  pleafantly  feated  on  the  margin 
of  the  lake.  The  baths,  the  porticoes,  the  funimer  and  winter 
apartments,  were  adapted  to  the  purpofes  of  luxury  and  ufe ;  arid 
the  adjacent  country  afforded  the  various  profpedts  of  vvoods,  paf- 

"*  The  private  life  and  elevation  of  Avi-     donius  ApoUinaris,  his  fubjefl,  and  his  Γοη- 
tus  mull  be  deduced,  with  becoming  fuipi-     in-law. 
cion,  from  the  panegyric  pronounced  by  Si- 

3  L  2  tures, 
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CHAP,  tures,  and  meadows ".  In  this  retreat,  where  AAUtus  amufed  his 
u  -,— .^  leifure  with  books,  rural  fports,  the  practice  of  hufbandry,  and  the 
fociety  of  his  friends  '*,  he  received  the  Imperial  diploma,  which 
conftituteil  him  mafter-general  of  the  cavalry  and  infantry  of  Gaul. 
He  aflumed  the  military  command  ;  the  Barbarians  fufpended  their 
fury ;  and  whatever  means  he  might  employ,  whatever  conceiTions . 
he  might  be  forced  to  make,  the  people  enjoyed  the  benefits  of 
adual  tranquillity.  But  the  fate  of  Gaul  depended  on  the  Vifigoths ; , 
and  the  Roman  general,  lefs  attentive  to  his  dignity  than  to  the 
public  intereft,  did  not  difdain  to  vifit  Thouloufe  in  the  charader  of 
an  ambaffador.  He  was  received  with  courteous  hofpitality  by 
Theodoric,  the  king  of  the  Goths  ;  but  while  Avitus  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  a  folid  alliance  with  that  powerful  nation,  he  was  aftoniihed, 
by  the  intelligence,  that  the  emperor  Maximus  was  fiain,  and  that• 
Rome  had  been  pillaged  by  the  Vandals.  A  vacant  throne,  which, 
he  might  afcend  without  guilt  or  danger,  tempted  his  ambition  ''-;. 
and  the  Vifigoths  were  eafily  perfuaded  to  fupport  his  claim  by  their 
irrcfiftible  fuifrage.  They  loved  the  perfon  of  Avitus ;  they  refpeded. 
A.  D.  455.  i^is  virtues ;  and  they  were  not  infenfible  of  the  advantage,  as  well, 
as  honour,  of  giving  an  emperor  to  the  AVeft.  The  feafon  was  now, 
approaching,  in  which  the  annual  aflembly  of  the  feven  provinces. 

'3  After  the  example  of  the  younger  Pliny,  thors,  profane  and  religious ;  the  former  for 

Sidonius  (1.  ii.  c.  2.)  has  laboured  the  florid,  the  men,  the  latter  for  the  ladies.    The  table• 

prolix,  and  obfcure  defcription  of  his  villa,  was  twice  ferved,  atdinaer  andfupper,  with 

which  bore  the  name  ( Auitacum ) ,  and  had  hot  meat  (boiled  and  roaft)  and  wine.   During 

b;en   the  property  of  Avitus.     The  precife  the   intermediate   time,   the   company   Hcpt,. 

fiuiaticn  is  not  afcertained.    Confult  however  took  the  air  on  horfeback,  and  ufcd  the  warm 

the  notes  of  Savaron  and  Sirmond.  bath. 

'*  Sidonius  (1.  ii.  epift.  9.)  has  defcribed         '^  Seventy  lines  of  panegyric  (505— 57;.), 

the  country  life  of  the  Gallic  nobles,  in  a  which  defcribe  the  importunity  of  Theodoric 

vifit  which   he   made   to  his   friends,   whofe  and  of  G.iul,,  ftruggling    to   overcome   the 

eftates  we.e  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nifmes.  modeftreludlance  of  Avitus,  are  blown  away 

The    morning -hours    were    fpent    in     the  by  three  words  of  an  honefl  hiftorian.    Ro- 

/fharifiei-ium,  or  tennis-court ;  or  in  the  Ii-  manum   ambijjh    Imperium    (Greg.  Turon.. 

brary,  which  was  furniflied  with  Latin  an-  1.  ii.  c.  u.  in  torn,  ii,  p.  168.). 

was. 
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was  held  at  Aries;  their  deliberations  might  perhaps  be  influenced   ^J^J^r^' 

by  the  prefence  of  Theodoric,  and  his  martial  brothers  ;  but  their  « — -v ' 

choice  would  naturally  incline  to  the  moil  illuftrious  of  their  country- 
men. Avitus,  after  a  decent  refiftance,  accepted  the  Impeiial  diadem 
from  the  reprefentatives  of  Gaul ;  and  his  eleftion  was  ratified  by 
the  acclamations  of  the  Barbarians  and  provincials.  The  formal 
confent  of  Marcian,  emperor  of  the  Eaft,  was  folicited  and  obtained : 
but  the  fenate,  Rome,  and  Italy,  though  humbled  by  their  recent 
calamities,  fubmitted  with  a  fecret  murmur  to  the  prefumption  of  the. 
Gallic  ufurper. 

Theodoric,  to  whom  Avitus  was   indebted  for   the  purple,  had  Charafler  of 
acquired  the   Gothic  fceptre   by   the   murder  of  his  elder  brother  king  of  the 
Torifmond;  and  he  juftified•  this  atrocious  deed  by  the  defign  which  ^"θ°'4ς'--~ 
his  predeceifor  had  formed  of  violating  his  alliance  with  the  empire  '^  4^^• 
Such  a   crime  might  not  be  incompatible  with  the  virtues  of  a  Bar- 
barian ;  but  the  manners  of  Theodoric  were  gentle  and  humane; 
and  pofterity  may  contemplate  without  terror  the  original  piilure  oi. 
a  Gothic  king,  whom  Sidonius  had  intimately  obferved,  in  the  hours, 
of  peace   and   of  focial   intercourfe.     In  an  epiftle,  dated  from  the. 
court   of  Thouloufe,  the  orator  fatisfies  the  curiofity  of  one  of  his 
friends,    in  the  following  defcription  '^:   "  By   the  majeily  of  his. 
"  appearance,  Theodoric  would  command  the  refpeft  of  thofe  who. 
*'  are  ignorant  of  his   merit ;    and  although  he  is  born   a  prince^ 
*'  his  merit  \vould  dignify  a   private   ftation.     He  is  of  a    middle 
"  ftature,  his  body  appears  rather  plump  than  fat,  and  in  his  well- 


'*  Ifidore,  archbiihop  of  Seville,  who  was  tive.     It  was  defigned  for  the  public  eye,  ani 

himfelf  of  the  blood  royal  of  the  Goths,  ac-  had  been  fhewn  by  the  friends  of  Sidonius, 

knowledges,  and  almoftjufliues  (Hift.  Goth,  before  it  was  inferted  in  the  colleflion  of  his 

p.  718.)  the  crime  which  their  flave  Jornandes  epiitles.     The  firft  book  was  publiihed  fepa- 

had  bafety  diflembled  (c.43.  p.  673.).  rately.     See    Tillemont,  Memoires    Ecclef. 

"  This  elaborate  defcription   (1.  i.  ep.  ii.  torn.  xvi.  p.  264. 


v.  3—7.)  was  diftated  by  feme  political,  mo 


proportioned 
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"proportioned  limbs  agility  is  united  with  mufcular  ftrength  ". 
"  If  you  examine  his  countenance,  you  will  diftinguiih  a  high 
"foi-chead,  large 'ihaggy  eyebrows,  an  aquiline  nofe,  thin  lips,  a 
"  regukr  fet  of  white  teeth,  and  a  fair  complexion,  that  blulhes 
"  more  frequently  from  modefty  than  from  anger.  The  ordinary 
"  diftribution  of  his  time,  as  far  as  it  is  expofed  to  the  public  view, 
"  may  be  concifely  reprefented.  Before  day-break,  he  repairs,  with 
"  a  fmall  train,  to  his  domeftic  chapel,  where  the  fcrvice  is  per- 
"  formed  by  the  Arian  clergy  ;  but  thofe  who  prcfume  to  interpret 
"  his  fecret  fentiments,  confider  this  aifiduous  devotion  as  the  effedt 
"  of  habit  and  policy.  The  reft  of  the  morning  is  employed  in  the 
"  adminiftration  of  his  kingdom.  His  chair  is  furrounded  by  fome 
*'  military  officers  of  decent  afpecl  and  behaviour :  the  noify  crowd 
*'  of  his  Barbarian  guards  occupies  the  hall  of  audience  ;  but  they 
*'  are  not  permitted  to  ftand  within  the  veils  or  curtains,  that  con- 
"  ceal  the  council-chamber  from  vulgar  eyes.  The"  ambafladors  of 
"  the  nations  are  fucceffively  introduced  :  Theodoric  liftens».with 
"  attention,  anfwers  them  with  difcreet  brevity,  and  either  an- 
"  nounces  or  delays,  according  to  the  nature  of  their  bufmefs,  his 
"  final  refolution.  About  eight  (the  fecond  hour)  he  rifes  from  his 
*'  throne,  and  vifits,  either  his  treafury,  or  his  ftables.  If  he  chufes 
*'  to  hunt,  or  at  leaft  to  exercife  himfelf  on  horfeback,  his  bow  is 
"  carried  by  a  favourite  youth  ;  but  when  the  game  is  marked,  he 
*'  bends  it  with  his  own  hand,  and  feldom  mifles  the  object  of  his 
"  aim :  as  a  king,  he  difdains  to  bear  arms  in  fuch  ignoble  war- 
"  fare  ;  but  as  a  foldier,  he  would  bluih  to  accept  any  militaiy  fervice 
"  which  he  could  perform  himfelf.     On  common  days,  his  dinner 


"  I  have  fupprelTed,  in  this   portrait  of  who,  like  the  contemporaries  of  Sidonius,  had 

Theodoric,     feveral    minute    circumftances,  frequented  the  markets   where  naked   flaves 

and  technical  phrafes,  which  could  be  tole-  were  expofed  to  fale  (Dubos,  Hill.  Critique, 

rable,  or  indeed  intelligible,  to  thofe  only  torn.  i.  p.  404.). 
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**  is  not  difFerent  from  the  repaft  of  a  private  citizen;  but  every     %yyy  ^' 

*'  Saturday  many  honourable  guefts  are  invited  to  the  royal  table,    ' » ' 

"  which,  on  thefe  occafions,  is  ferved  with  the  elegance  of  Greece, 
"  the  plenty  of  Gaul,  and  the  order  and  diligence  of  Italy  ''.  The 
t*  gold  or  filver  plate  is  lefs  remarkable  for  its  weight,  than  for  the 
**  brightnefs  and  curious  workmanihip  :  the  tafte  is  gratified  without 
"  the  help  of  foreign  and  coilly  luxury  ;  the  fize  and  number  of  the 
"  cups  of  wine  are  regulated  with  a  ftridl  regard  to  the  laws  of 
"  temperance  ;  and  the  refpeftful  filence  that  prevails,  is  interrupted 
"  only  by  grave  and  inftrudlive  converfation.  After  dinner,  Theo- 
"  doric  fometimes  indulges  himfelf  in  a  ihort  flumber ;  and  as  foon  ■ 
"  as  he  wakes,  he  calls  for  the  dice  and  tables,  encourages  his  friends 
*'  to  forget  the  royal  majefty,  and  is  delighted  when  they  freely  ex- 
"  prefs  the  paffions,  which  are  excited  by  the  incidents  of  play 
"  At  this  game,  which  he  loves  as  the  image  of  war,  he  alternately 
"  difplays  his  eagernefs,  his  fkill,  his  patience,  and  his  cheerful 
"  temper.  If  he  lofes,  he  laughs ;  he  is  modeft  and  filent  if  he 
"  wins.  Yet,  notwithftanding  this  feeming  indifference,  his  courtiers  ■ 
"^  chufe  to  folicit  any  favour  in  the  moments  of  vidtory  ;  and  I  my- 
"  felf,  in  my  applications  to  the  king,  have  derived  fome  benefit 
"  from  my  loffes  ".  About  the  ninth  hour  (three  o'clock)  the  tide 
"  of  bufinefs  again  returns,  and  flows  inceffantly  till  after  fun-fet, 
"  when  the  fignal  of  the  royal  fupper  difmiiTes-  the  weary  crowd  of 
"  fuppliants  and  pleaders.  At  the  fupper,  a  more  familiar  -  repaft, 
"  buffoons  and  pantomimes  are  fometimes  introduced,  to  divert,  not 
"  to  offend,  the  company,  by  their  ridiculous  wit ;  but  female  fingers, 
*'  and   the  foft  effeminate  modes   of  mufic,  are   feverely  baniihed' 

'9  Vider.s  ibi  elegantiam  Graecam,  abun-  feliciter  vincor,  et  mihi  tabula  perit  ut  caufa 
dantlam  Gallicanam  ;  celeritatem  Italam  ;  falvctur.  Sidonius  of  Auvergne  was  not  a 
publicam  pompani,  privatam  diligentiam,  fubjeil  of  TaeGdoric  ;  but  he  might  be  com- 
rcgiam  difciplinam.  pelled  to  folicit  eitherjufdce  or  favour  at  the 

""  Tunc  etiam  ego  aliquid  obfecraturus    court  of  ThouloUfe. 

"    nn.» 
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SfYvvi^'  "  ^^^  ^"'"'^  martial  tunes  as  animate  the  foul  to  deeds  of  valour  are 
^- — *— — '  "  alone  grateful  to  the  ear  of  rheodoric.  He  retires  from  table  ; 
"  and  the  nofturnal  guards  are  immediately  ported  at  the  entrance 
"  of  the  treafury,  the  palace,  and  the  private  apartments." 
?on  Tntcf ^"  When  the  king  of  the  Vifigoths  encouraged  Avitus  to  afTume  the 
^^^}P'  .  purple,  he  ofiered  his  perfon  and  his  forces,  as  a  faithful  foklier  of 
the  republic"'.  The  exploits  of  Theodoric  foon  convinced  the  world, 
that  he  had  not  degenerated  from  the  warlike  virtues  of  his  an- 
ceftors.  After  the  eftabliihment  of  the  Goths  in  Aquitain,  and  the 
paiTage  of  the  Vandals  into  Africa,  the  Suevi,  who  had  fixed  their 
kingdom  in  Gallicia,  afpired  to  the  conqueft  of  Spain,  and  threatened 
to  extinguifli  the  feeble  remains  of  the  Roman  dominion.  The 
provincials  of  Carthagena  and  Tarragona,  aMifted  by  an  hoftile  in- 
vafion,  reprefented  their  injuries  and  their  apprehenfions.  Count 
Fronto  was  difpatched,  in  the  name  of  the  emperor  Avitus,  with  ad- 
vantageous offers  of  peace  and  alliance  ;  and  Theodoric  interpofed  his 
weighty  mediation,  to  declare,  that,  imlefs  his  brother-in-law,  the 
king  of  the  Suevi,  immediately  retired,  he  ihould  be  obliged  to 
arm  in  the  caufe  of  juftice  and  of  Rome.  *'  Tell  him,"  replied  the 
haughty  Rechiarius,  "  that  I  defpife  his  friendfliip  and  his  arms  ; 
*'  but  that  I  ihall  foon  try,  whether  he  will  dare  to  expeft  my  arrival 
"  under  the  walls  of  Thouloufe."  Such  a  challenge  urged  Theodoric 
to  prevent  the  bold  defigns  of  his  enemy :  he  pafTed  the  Pyrenees  at 
the  head  of  the  Vifigoths ;  the  Franks  and  Burgundians  ferved 
under  his  ftandard  ;  and  though  he  profeffed  himfelf  the  dutiful 
fervant  of  Avitus,  he  privately  ftipulated,  for  himfelf  and  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  the  abfolute  pofreffion  of  his  Spaniih  conquefts.  The  two 
armies,  or  rather  the  two  nations,  encountered  each  other  on  the 

'^'  Theodoric  himfelf  had  given  a  folemn  '  Romre  fum,  teduce,  Amicus, 

anti  voluntary  promife  of  fidelity,  which  was  Principe  te,  Miles. 

underftood  both  in  Gaul  and  Spain.  Sidon.  Pancgyr.  Avit.  51 1. 

.8  banks 
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banks  of  the  river  Urbicus,  about  twelve  miles  from  Aftcrga  ;  ■  and  ^y^^y/* 
the  decifive  vidory  of  the  Goths  appeared  for  a  while  to  have  extir-  «>-i-.-  r.4 
pated  the  name  and  kingdom  of  the  Suevi.  From  the  field  of  battle 
Theodoric  advanced"  to  Braga,  their  metropolis,  w^hich  ftill  retained 
the  fplendid  veftiges  of  its  ancient  commerce  and  dignity".  His 
entrance  was  not  polluted  with  blood,  and  the  Goths  refpe£led  the 
chaftity  of  their  female  captives,  more  efpccialiy  of  the  confecrated 
virgins :  but  the  greateft  part  of  the  clergy  and  people  were  made 
ilavcs,  and  even  the  churches  and  altars  were  confounded  in  the 
univerfal  pillage.  The  unfortunate  king  of  the  Suevi  had  efcaped  to 
one  of  the  ports  of  the  ocean;  but  the  obftinacy  of  the  winds  op- 
pofed  his  flight;  he  was  delivered  to  his  implacable  rival  ;  and  Rc- 
chiarius,  who  neither  defired  nor  expected  mercy,  received,  with 
manly  conftancy,  the  death  which  he  would  probably  have  infliiled. 
After  this  bloody  facrifice  to  policy  or  refentment,  Theodoric  carried 
his  Λ-idorious  arms  as  far  as  Merida,  the  principal  town  of  Lufitania, 
without  meeting  any  refiilance,  except  from  the  miraculous  powers 
of  St.  Eulalia  ;  but  he  was  flopped  in  the  full  career  of  fuccefs,  and 
recalled  from  Spain,  before  he  could  provide  for  the  feeurity  of  his 
conquefts.  In  his  retreat  towards  the  Pyrenees,  he  revenged  his 
difappointment  on  the  countiy  through  which  he  paiTed,  and  in  the 
ilick  of  Pollentia  and  Ailorga,  he  ihevved  himfelf  a  faithlefs  ally,  as 
well  as  a  cruel  enemy.  Whilft  the  king  of  the  Vifigoths  fought 
and  vanquiihed  in  the  name  of  Avitus,  the  reign  of  Avitus  had 
expired  ;  and  both  the  honour  and  the  intereil  of  Theodoric  were 


*'  Qusque  finu  pelagi  jailat   fe  Bracara  of  Gallida  to  the  Mediterranean  was  known 

dives.  and  praftifed.     The  ihips  of  Bracara,  br  Bra- 

Aufon.  de  Claris  Urbibus,  p.  24,.  ga,  cautioufly  fleered  along  the  coaft,  without 

From  the  dengn  of  the  king  of  the  Suevi,  it  daring  to  lofe  themfelves  in  the  Atlantic, 
is  evident  that  the  navigation  from  the  ports 

Vol.  Ill,                 '  $  Μ                                deeply 
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deeply  wounded  by  the  dlfgrace  of  a  friend,  whom  he  had  feated  on 
the  throne  of  the  Wcftern  empire  ". 

The  preffing  foHcitations  of  the  fenate  and  people,  perfuaded  the 
emperor  Avitus  to  fix  his  refidence  at  Rome,  and  to  accept  the  con- 
fulfliip  for  the  enfuing  year.  On  the  firft  day  of  January,  his  fon- 
in-law,  Sidonius  Apollinaris,  celebrated  his  praifes  in  a  panegyric  of 
fix  hundred  verfes ;  but  this  compofition,  though  it  was  rewarded 
with  a  brafs  ftatue**,  feems  to  contain  a  very  moderate  proportion, 
either  of  genius  or  of  truth.  The  poet,  if  we  may  degrade  that 
facred  name,  exaggerates  the  merit  of  a  fovereign  and  a  father  ;  and 
h,is  prophecy  of  a  long  and  glorious  reign  was  foon  contradifted  by 
the  event.  Avitus,  at  a  time  when  the  Imperial  dignity  was  reduced 
to  a  pre-eminence  of  toil  and  danger,  indulged  himfelf  in  the  plea- 
fures  of  Italian  luxury  :  age  had  not  extinguiihed  his  amorous  in- 
clinations ;  and  he  is  accufed  of  infulting,  with  indifcreet  and  un- 
generous raillery,  the  hufbands  whofe  wives  he  had  feduced  or  vio- 
lated ''^  But  the  Romans  were  not  inclined,  either  to  excufe  his 
faults,  or  to  acknowledge  his  virtues.  The  feveral  parts  of  the 
empire  became  every  day  more  alienated  from  each  other  ;  and  the 
ftranger  of  Gaul  was  the  objeiit  of  popular  hatred  and  contempt. 
The  fenate  aiferted  their  legitimate  claim  in  the  eledion  of  an 
emperor ;  and  their  authority,  which  had  been  originally  derived 
from  the  old  conftitution,  was  again  fortified  by  the  adual  weaknefs 
of  a  declinirig  monarchy.     Yet  e\^en   fuch  a  monarchy  might  have 

"  This  Suevic  war  is  the  moft  authentic  ,ΛροΠ.  1.  ix.  epift.  i6.   p.  284.     Carm.  viii. 

part  of  the  Chronicle  of  Idatius,  who,  as  bi-  p.  350. 

ihopoflria  Flavia,  was  himfelf  a  fpeilator  ^^  Liixurjofe   agere   volens  a    fenatoribus 

and   a   fufFerer.      Jornandes  (c  44.   p.  675,  projefius  eil,  is  the  concife  expreflion  of  Gre- 

676,  677.)  has  expatiated,  with  plcalure,  on  gory  of  Tours  (1.  ii.  c.  xi.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  168.). 

the  Gothic  vii?lory.  Λη  old  Chronicle  (in  torn.  ii.  p.  649.)   men- 

^  In  one  of  the  porticoes  or  galleries  be-  tions  an  indecent  jell  of  Avitus,  which  feems 

longing  to  Trajan's  library  ;  among  the  lla-  more  applicable  ίο  Rome  than  to  Treves. 


tues  of  famous  writers  and  orators.     Sidon, 


refilled 
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fefifted  the  votes  of  an  unarmed  fenate,  if  their  difcontent  had  not    chap. 

.  .                                       XXXVL 
been  fupported,  or  perhaps  inflamed,  by  Count  Ricimer,  one  of  the    * w~— ; 

principal  commanders  of  the  Barbarian  troops,  who  formed  the  mi- 
litary defence  of  Italy.  The  daughter  of  Wallia,  king  of  the  Vift- 
goths,  was  the  mother  of  Ricimer ;  but  he  was  defcended,  on  the 
father's  fide,  from  the  nation  of  the  Suevi  ""^ :  his  pride,  or  patriot- 
ifm,  might  be  exafperated  by  the  misfortunes  of  his  countrymen ; 
and  he  obeyed,  with  reluctance,  an  emperor,  in  whofe  elevation  he 
had  not  been  confulted.  His  faithful  and  important  fervices  againft 
the  common  enemy,  rendered  him  ilill  more  formidable  "  ;  and, 
after  deftroying,  on  the  coait  of  Corfica,  a  fleet  of  Vandals,  which 
confifted  of  fixty  gallies,  Ricimer  returned  in  triumph  with  the 
appellation  of  the  Deliverer  of  Italy.  He  chofe  that  moment 
to  fignify  to  Avitus,  that  his  reign  was  at  an  end ;  and  the 
feeble  emperor,  at  a  diftiance  from  his  Gothic  allies,  was  com- 
pelled, after  a  ihort  and  unavailing  ftruggle,  to  abdicate  the 
purple.  By  the  clemency,  however,  or  the  contempt,  of  Ri- 
cimer *',  he  was  permitted  to  defcend  from  the  throne,  to  the 
more  defirable  ftation  of  biihop  of  Placentia :  but  the  refentment  of 
the  fenate  w^as  ftill  unfatisfied  ;  and  their  inflexible  feverity  pro- 
nounced the  fentence  of  his  death.  He  fled  towards  the  Alps,  with 
the  humble  hope,  not  of  arming  the  Vifigoths  in  his  caufe,  but  of 
fecuring  his  perfon  and  treafures  in  the  fanduary  of  Julian,  one  of 
the  tutelar  iaints  of  Auvergne '".  Difeafe,  or  the  hand  of  the  execu- 
tioner, 

**  Sidonius  (Panegyr.  Anthem.  302,  &c.)         ^'  Parcens  innocentiae  Aviti,  is  the  com- 

praifes  the  royal  birth  of  Ricimer,  the  lawful  paflionate,   but  contemptuous,   language   of 

jieir,  as  he  chufes  to  infinuatc,  both  of  the  Viftor  Tunnunenfis  (in  Chron.  apud  Scaliger 

Gothic  and  Suevic  kingdoms.  Eufeb.).     In  another  place,    he  calls  him, 

*'  See  the  Chronicle  of  Idatius.  Jornandes  vir  totius  fimplicitatis.     This  commendation 

(c.  44.  p.  676.)  ftyles  him,  with  fome  tiuth,  is  more  humble,  but  it  is  more  folid  and  fin- 

virum  egregium,  et  pene  tunc  in  Italia  ad  ex-  cere,  than  the  praifes  of  Sidonius. 

ercitum  fingularem.  *'  He  fuffered,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  in  the 

3  Μ  2  perfecution 
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doner,  arreftcd  him  on  the  road  ;  yet  his  remains  were  decently 
tranfported  to  Brivas,  or  Brioude,  in  his  native  province,  and  he 
repofed  at  the  feet  of  his  holy  patron  ^'.  Avitus  left  only  one 
daughter,  the  wife  of  Sidonius  Apollinaris,  w^ho  inherited  the  patri- 
mony of  his  i£ither-in-law  ;  lamenting,  at  the  fame  time,  the  dif- 
appointment  of  his  public  and  private  expedtations.  His  refentment 
prompted  him  to  join,  or  at  leaft  to  countenance,  the  meafures  of  a 
rebellicnis  fatSlion  in  Gaul ;  and  the  poet  had  contracted  feme  guilt, 
which  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  expiate,  by  a  new  tribute  of  flat-* 
tery  to  the  fucceding  emperor  "',. 

The  fucceiTor  of  Avitus  prefents  the  welcome  difcovery  of  a  great 
and  heroic  charafter,  fuch  as  fometimes  arife  in  a  degenerate  age,  to• 
vindicate,  the  honour  of  the  human  fpecies.  The  emperor  Majoriaa 
has  deferved  the  praifes  of  his  contemporaries,  and  of  pofterity  ;  and 
thefe  praifes  may  be  ilrongly  exprefled  in  the  words  of  a  judicious 
and  difmterefted  hiftorian  :  "  That  he  was  gentle  to  his  fubjedls; 
"  that  he  was  terrible  to  his  enemies  ;  and  that  he  excelled  in  every 
"  virtue,  all  his  predeceflbrs  who  had  reigned  over  the  Romans  ^^"  Such 
a  teftimony  may  juftify  at  leafl:  the  panegyric  of  Sidonius;  and  we  may 
acquiefce  in  the  aflurance,  that,  although  the  obfequious  orator  would 


perfcciition  of  Diocletian  (Tillemont,  Mem. 
Ecflef.  torn.  v.  p.  279.  696,)•  Gregory  of 
Tours,  his  peculiar  votary,  has  dedicated, 
to  the  glory  of  Julian  the  Martyr,  an 
entire  book  (de  Gloria  Martyriim,  1.  ii.  in 
Max.  Bibliot.  Patrum,  tcm.xi,  p.  S61  —  871.), 
in  which  he  relates  about  fifty  fooliih  miracles 
performed  by  his  relics. 

^°  Gregory  of  Tours  (l.ii.  c^  \L  p.  16S.) 
is  concife,.  bm  correal,  in  the  reign  of  his 
countryman.  The  words  of  Id.itius,  "caret 
imperio,  caret  et  vita,"  feem  to  imply,  that 
the  death  of  .Avitus  was  violent;  bytit  muft 
have  been  fecret,  fince  Evngrius  (1.  ii.  c.  7.) 
could  fuppofe,   that  he  died  of  the  plague. 

^'  After  a  modeft  appeal  to  the  examples 
©f  his   brethren,  Virgil  aad  Horace,  Sido- 


nius honeflly  confelTes  the  debt,  and  pro- 
mifes  payment. 

Sic  mihi  diverfo  nnper  fub  Marte  cadenti- 
Juflifti  placido  yidlor  ut  e.Tcm  animo. . 
Serviat  ergo  tibi  fervati  lingua  poetic, 
Atque  mere  vit-c  Jaus  tua  fit  pretium. 

Sidon.  Apoll.  carm.  iv.  p.  308. 

See  Dubos,  Hid.  Critique,  torn.  i.  p.  4.4S,  &c. 

^^  The  words  cjf  Proco-pius  deferve  to  be 

tranfcribed  ;     sto.:  yaf  0   Maicpio;  ί,νμ.•παηΛ<,  rni 

waa-tii  and  afterwards,  atrp  τ»  f4£»  ει;  τας  VTrr,- - 
fi.o«{  |Κ{7(•ιο:  ytyitur,   ^0j3e(>3{  is  rx  t?  τας  ιτολίΜίνς 

(de  Bell.  Vandal.  J.  i.  c.  7.  p.  19+.);  a  con- 
cife but  comprehenfjve  definition  of  royal 
virtue. 

have 
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iiave  flattered,  with  equal  zeal,  tlie  moft  worthlcfs  of  princes,  the    ^  }:^  /^  "• 

extraordinary  merit  of  his  objeob  confined  him,  on  this  occafion,  with-  ' ': 

in  the  bounds  of  truth  ".  Majori?ai  derived  his  name  from  his  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  who,  in  the  reign  of  the  great  Theodofius,  had 
commanded  the  troops  of  the  Illyrian  frontier.  He  gave  his  daughter 
in  marriage  to  the  father  Of  Majorian,  a  refpeitable  officer,  who 
adminiftered  the  revenues  of  Gaul  with  ikill  and  integrity ;  and  ge- 
nero-ufly  preferred  the  friendlhip  of  iEtius,  to  the  tempting  offers  of 
an  infidious  court.  His  fon,  the  future  emperor,  who  was  educated 
in  the  profeffion  cf  arms,  diiplayed,  from  his  early  youth,  intrepid 
courage,  premature  wifdom,  and  unbounded  liberality  in  a  fcanty 
fortune.  He  followed  the  ftandard  of  ^tius,  contributed  to  his 
foccefs,  ilaared,  and  fometimes  eclipfed,  his  glory,  and  at  laft  excited 
the  jealoufy  of  the  patrician,  or  rather  of  his  wife,  who  forced  him  to 
retire  from  the  fervice  '*.  Majorian,  after  the  death  of  iEtius,  was 
recalled,  and  promoted  ;  and  his  intimate  connedlion  with  count  Ri- 
cimer,  was  the  immediate  ftep  by  which  he  afcended  the  throne  of  the 
Weftern  empire.  During  the  vacancy  that  fucceeded  the  abdication 
of  Avitus,  the  ambitious  Bai-barian,  whofe  birth  excluded  him  from: 
the  Imperial  dignity,  gOΛ"erned  Italy,  with  the  title  of  Patrician  ;  re- 
figned,  to  his  friend,  the  confpicuous  ftation  of  mafter-general  of 
die  cavalry  and  infantry ;  and,  after  an  interval  of  fome  months, 
Gonfented  to  the  unanimous  wiih  of  the  Romans,  v/hofe  favour  Ma- 

='  The  Paneg)'ric  was  pronounced  at  Lyons  '+  She  prefled  his  immediate  death,  and 

befoxe  the  end  of  the  year  45 S,  while  the  was  fcarcely  fatisfied  with   his  difjrrace.    It 

emperor  was  (lill   conW.     It  has  morejrt  ij,„„,j  ^^^^^  ^j^at  JECws,  like  Belifarlus  and 

than  genius,  ana  mere laoour  than  art.  The  τ,/τ,  ,,            ■                            ,    ,       ,  .       .^ 

.          β               Γ  ΙΓ           •  -  1     .u              /r  Marlborough,   was   croverned    by   his   wife; 

ornaments  are  falfe  or  trivial;  the  expreffion  ,    r    r              ■                          i'      ^     '"^^ 

is  feeble  and  prou.x  :  and  Sidonius  wants  the  '"^"^^  ^"'"''  P'^'Y'  ^^ough  it  might  work 

ikul  toexhibit  the  principal  figure  in  a  llrong  miracles  (Gregor.  Turon.  1.  ii.  c.  7.  p.  162.) 

and  diftinft  light.     The  private  life  of  P^a-  was  not  incompatible  with   bafe    and  fan-  - 

jorian    occupies    abciu  two  hundred   lines,  guinary  counfels. 

jprian. 
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C  ^  \^F'  jorlan  had  foliclted  by  a  recent  victory  over  the  Alemannl ".  He 
<  I  .-^...  ^/  Tvas  inverted  with  the  purple  at  Ravenna ;  and  the  epiftle  which  he 
addrefled  to  the  fenate,  will  beft  defcribe  his  fituation  and  his  fenti- 
ments,  "  Your  eledion,  Confcript  Fathers  !  and  the  ordinance  of 
"  the  moil  valiant  army,  have  made  me  your  emperor  '^  May 
*'  the  propitious  Deity  diredl  and  profper  the  counfels  and  events  of 
"  my  adminiftration,  to  your  advantage,  and  to  the  public  welfare. 
"  For  iny  own  part,  I  did  not  afpire,  I  have  fubmitted,  to  reign ; 
"  nor  ihould  I  have  difcharged  the  obligations  of  a  citizen,  if  I  had 
"  refufed,  with  bafe  and  felfiih  ingratitude,  to  fupport  the  weight  of 
*'  thofe  labours,  which  were  impofed  by  the  republic.  Affift,  there- 
"  fore,  the  prince  whom  you  have  made  ;  partake  the  duties  which 
"  you  have  enjoined  ;  and  may  our  common  endeavours  promote 
*'  the  happinefs  of  an  empire,  which  I  have  accepted  from  your 
*'  hands.  Be  affured,  that,  in  our  times,  juftice  iliall  refume  her 
"  ancient  vigour,  and  that  virtue  iliall  become  not  only  innocent, 
"  but  meritorious.  Let  none,  except  the  authors  themfelves,  be  ap- 
",  prehenfive  οϊ  dclat'iofis^\  which,  as  a  fubjed:,  I  have  always  con- 
.**•  demned,  and,  as  a  prince,  will  feverely  punifh.  Our  own  vigilance, 
-  ff  and  that  of  our  father,  the  patrician  Ricimer,ihall  regulate  all  military 
"  affairs,  and  provide  for  the  fafety  of  the  Roman  world,  which  we 

5s  The  Alcmanni  had  paiTed  the  Rhxtian  odof.)•     Sidonius  proclaims  the  unanimous 

Alps,  and  were  defeated  in  the  Campi  Canini,  voice  of  the  empire. 

or  Valley  of  Bellinzone,   through  which  the  Poftquam  ordine  vobis 

Tefin  flows,  in  its  defcent  from  mount  Adula,         Ordo  omnis  regnum  dederat ;  flebs,  curia, 
to  the  Lago  Maggiore,  (Cluver.  Italia  Antiq.  miles,  ■   .  '■■• 

torn.  i.  p.  loo,  loi.)•     This  boaftcd  viftory         Et  collega  fimul.  3864 

ovuT  )iine  /^«Hi/iW  Barbarians  (Panegyr.  Ma-         This  language  is  ancientandconftitutional; 

jorian,  373,  &c.)  betrays  the  extreme  weak-  and  we  may  obferve,  that  the  clergy  were  sot 

jiefs  of  Italy.  yetconfidered  as  a  diftinft  order  of  the  Hate. 

^*  Imperatorem  me   failum,  P.   C.    elec-         ^'  Either  d/lationes,  or  dilatioi.es,   would 

•    tionis  veftrx    arbitrio,    et   fortiflimi   exerci-  afford  a  tolerable  reading  ;  but  there  is  much 

tus   ordinatione    agnofcite     (Novell.    Majo-  more  fenfe  and  fpirit  in  the  latter,  to  which 

i-ian.  tit.  iii.  p-  34.  ad  Calccm  Cod.  The-  I  have  therefore  given  the  preference. 

3  "  have 
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Iiave   laved  from  foreign  and  domeilic  enemies  ''\     You  now  un-    CHAP. 


*'  derftand  the  maxims  of  my  gOA'ernment :  you  may  confide  in  the 
"  faithful  love  and  lincere  alTurances  of  a  prince,  who  has  formerly 
*'  been  the  companion  of  your  life  and  dangers  ;  who  ftill  glories  in 
"  the  name  of  fenator,  and  who  is  anxious,  that  you  ihould  never 
"  repent  of  the  judgment  which  you  have  pronounced  in  his  favour." 
The  emperor,  who,  amidft  the  ruins  of  the  Roman  world,  revived 
the  ancient  language  of  law  and  liberty,  which  Trajan  would  not 
■have  difclaimed,  muft  have  derived  thofe  generous  fentiments  from  his 
own  heart ;  fmce  they  were  not  fuggefted  to  his  imitation  by  die 
cuftoms  of  his  age,  or  the  example  of  his  predeceflbrs  ^'. 

The  private  and  public  actions  of  Majorian  are  very  imperfedly   His  falutar/ 
known:    but  his  laws,   remarkable  for  an  original  caft  of  thought   A.  D.  «157— 
and  expreifion,  faithfully  reprefent  the.charadler  of  a  fovereign,  who  ^  '" 
loved  his  people,  who  fympathized  in  their  diftrefs,  who  had  ftudied 
the  caufes  of  the  decline  of  the  empire,  and  who  was  capable  of  ap- 
plying, (as  far  as  fuch  reformation  was  pratilicable)  judicious  and  ef- 
fedlual  remedies  to  the  public   diforders  *°.      His   regulations   con- 
cerning the  finances  manifeftly  tended  to  remove,  or  at  leaft  to  mi- 
tigat©,  the  moil  intolerable  grievances.     I.  From  the  firft  hour  of  his 
reign,  he  was  folicitous   (I  tranilate  his  own  words)   to  relieve  the 
'Wt;jrj  fortunes   of  the  provincials,    oppreifed  by  the  accumulated 
Λveight  of  indidions  and  fuperindidions  *'.      With  this  view,  he 

granted 

''  Ab  externo  holle  et  a  domeftica  clade  Yet  the  expreflion,  Γί•^»/.7««ί/?ηί/»,  bears  fome 
liberavimus :  by  the  latter,  Majorian  mull  taint  of  the  age,  and  does  not  mix  kindly 
underftand  the  tyranny  of  Avitus ;  whofe  whh  the  woid  re/}ui!ica,  which  he  frequent- 
death  he  confequently  avowed  as  a  meritori-  \y  repeats. 

ous  aft.     On  this  occafion,  Sidonius  is  fear-  *"    See  the  laws   o/  Majorian    (they  are 

ful   and   obfcure  ;    he  defcribes    the   twelve  only  nine  in  number,   but  very  long  and  va- 

Csfars,  the  nations  of  Africa,  &c.   that  he  rious),  at  the  end   of  the  Theodofian  Code, 

may  cfcape  the  dangerous    name   of  Avitus  Novell.  1.  iv.  p.  32  -  37.     Godefroy  has  not 

(305  —  369.).  given  any  commentary  on   thefe  additional 

■"  See  the  whole  edift  or  epiftle  of  Majo-  pieces, 

lian  to  the  fenate  (Novell,  tit,  iv.  p.  34..).  *'  Feflas  provincialium  varia  atque  niulti- 

plici 
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CHAP,  granted  an  un'iverfal  amneily,  a  final  and  abfokiLe  difcliai'ge  of  till 
V,  — ^-,1.  arrears  of  tribute,  of  all  debts,  which,  under  any  pretence,  the  fifcal 
officers  might  demand  from  the  people.  This  wife  dereliction  of 
obfolete,  vexatious,  and  unprofitable  claims,  improved  and  purified 
the  fources  of  the  public  revenue ;  and  the  fubje£t,  who  could  now 
look  back  without  d^fpair,  might  labour  with  hope  and  gratitude 
for  himfelf  and  for  his  country.  II.  In  the  aifeiTment  and  collection 
.  of  taxes  Majorian  reftored  the  ordinary  jurifdiition  of  the  provincial 
"  magiftrates  ;  and  fuppreifed  the  extraordinary  commiffions  which  had 
been  introduced,  in  the  name  of  the  emperor  himfelf,  or  of  the  Prae- 
torian prxfedls.  The  favourite  fei^ants,  who  obtained  fuch  irregular 
powers,  were  infolent  in  their  behaviour,  and  arbitrary  in  their  de- 
mands :  they  affefted  to  defpife  the  fubordinate  tribunals,  and  they 
were  difcontented,  if  their  fees  and  profits  did  not  twice  exceed  the 
fum,  which  they  condefcended  to  pay  into  the  treafury.  One  in-» 
ftance  of  their  extortion  would  appear  incredible,  v/ere  it  not  authen- 
ticated by  the  legiilator  himfelf.  They  exadted  the  whole  payment 
in  gold  :  but  they  refufed  the  current  coin  of  the  empire,  and  would 
accept  only  fuch  ancient  pieces  as  were  ftamped  with  the  names  of 
Fauflina  or  the  Antonincs.  The  fubje^,  who  was  unprovided 
with  thefe  curious  medals,  had  recourfe  to  the  expedient  of  com- 
pounding with  their  rapacious  demands  ;  or,  if  he  fucceeded  in  the 
rclearch,  his  impofition  was  doubled,  according  to  the  w^eight  and 
value  of  the  money  of  former  times  *'.  III.  "  The  municipal  cor- 
"  porations  (fays  the  emperor),  the  leiTer  fenates  (Γο  antiquity  has 
*'  juftly  il}'4ed  them),  deferve  to  be  confidcred  as   the   heart  of  the 

plici  tributorum  exailione  fortunas,  ct  extra-  drcd   and   eighteen,    and  thofe  of  tlie  iifih 

ordinariis  iifcalium  folutionum  oneribus  at-  century    only    i'lXty-eight,  •  Engliih    grains. 

tiita*-.  Sec.     Novell.  Majorian,  tit.  iv.  p.  34.  Majorian   gives  currency  to  all    gold  coin, 

♦*  The  learned  Greaves   (vol.  i.  p.   329,  excepting  only  the  G<r///Vyi//Va/,  from  its  de- 

?,30,  331.)  has  found,  by  a  diligent  inquiry,  ficiency,  not  in  the  weight,  but  in  the  ftan- 

:iiiat<i«m  of  the  Antonincs  weighed  one  huu-  dard.  ■     •', 

Ζ  *'cities. 
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"  cities,  ami  the  f.news  of  the  republic.     And   yet  fo  low  arc  tlicy    ^  Η  A  p. 

"  now  reduced,  by  the  injuftice  of  magillrates,  and  the  venality  of   <■ . ' 

"  colledtori;,  that  many  of  their  members,  renouncing  their  dignity 
"  and  their  country,  haA-e  taken  refuge  in  diflant  and  obfcure  exile." 
He  urges,  and  even  compels,  their  return  to  their  refpedive  cities  ; 
but  he  removes  the  grievance  which  had  forced  them  to  defert  the 
exercife  of  their  municipal  funilions.  They  are  diredcd,  under  the 
authority  of  the  provincial  magiftrates,  to  refume  their  office  of  le- 
vying the  tribute ;  but,  inftead  of  being  made  refponfible  for  the 
whole  fum  affefled  on  their  diftrid,  they  are  only  required  to  pro- 
duce a  regular  account  of  the  payments  which  they  have  actually 
received,  and  of  the  defaulters  who  are  ilill  indebted  to  the  public. 
IV.  But  Majorian  was  not  ignorant,  that  thefe  corporate  bodies  were 
too  much  inclined  to  retaliate  the  injuftice  and  oppreffion  which  they 
had  fufFered  ;  and  he  therefore  revives  the  ufeful  office  of  the  de- 
fenders of  cities.  He  exhorts  the  people  to  eled,  in  a  full  and  free  af- 
fembly,  fome  man  of  difcretion  and  integrity,  who  would  dare  to 
aflert  their  privileges,  to  reprefent  their  grievances,  to  proted  the 
poor  from  the  tyranny  of  the  rich,  and  to  inform  the  emperor  of  the 
abufes  that  were  committed  under  the  fandion  of  his  name  and  autho-  ' 
rity. 

The  fpedator,  who  calls  a  mournful  view  over  the  ruins  of  ancient  Tlie  edifices 
Rome,  is  tempted  to  accufe  the  memory  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals, 
for  the  mifchief  which  they  had  neither  leifure,  nor  power,  nor 
perhaps  inclination,  to  perpetrate.  The  tempeft  of  war  might  ftrike 
fome  lofty  turrets  to  the  ground ;  but  the  deftrudion  which  un- 
dermined the  foundations  of  thofe  maify  fabrics,  was  profecuted,  flowly 
and  filently,  during  a  period  of  ten  centuries ;  and  the  motives  of 
intereft,  that  afterwards  operated  without  ihame  or  controul,  Λvere 
feverely  checked  by  the  tafte  and  fpirit  of  the  emperor  Majorian. 
The  decay  of  the  city  had  gradually  impaired  the  value  of  the  public 

Vol.  πι.  3  Ν  works ; 
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C  Η  ΑΡ.  works.  The  circus  and  theatres  might  ftlll  excite,  but  they  fcldoin 
»^— v— 1/  gratified,  the  dclires  of  the  people :  the  temples,  which  had  efcapeJ 
ilie  zeal  of  the  Chi-iftians,  were  no  longer  inhabited  either  by  gods  or 
men  ;  the  diminifhed  crowds  of  the  Romans  were  loft  in  the  immeme 
fpace  of  their  baths  and  porticoes ;  and  the  ftately  libraries  and  halls 
of  juftice  became  ufelefs  to  an  indolent  generation,  whofe  repofe-was 
feldom  difturbed,  either  by  ftudy,  or  bufmefs.  The  monuments  of 
confular,  or  Imperial,  greatncfs  were  no  longer  revei-ed,  as  the  im- 
mortal glory  of  the  capital ;  they  were  only  efteemed  as  an  inex- 
hauftible  mine  of  materials,  cheaper,  and  more  convenient,  than  the 
diftant  quarry.  Specious  petitioni  were  continually  addrefled  to  the 
eafy  magiftrates  of  Rome,  which  ftated  the  want  of  ftones  or  bricks 
for  fome  necefliiry  fervice  :  the  faireft  forms  of  architedure  were 
■  rudely  defaced  for  the  fake  of  fome  paltry,  or  pretended,  repairs ; 
and  the  degenerate  Romans,  whp  converted  the  fpoil  to  their  own 
emolument,  demoliihed,  with  facrilegious  hands,  the  labours  of  their 
anceftors.  JMajorian,  who  had  often  fighed  over  the  defolation  of 
the  city,  applied  a  fcvere  remedy  to  the  growing  evil  "^.  He  re- 
ferved  to  the  prince  and  fenate  the  fole  cognifance  of  the  extreme 
•cafes  which  might  juftify  the  deftruftion  of  an  ancient  edifice;  im- 
pofed  a  fine  of  fifty  pounds  of  gold  (two  thoufand  pounds  fterling),, 
on  every  magiftrate,  who  fhould  prefume  to  grant  fuch  illegal  and 
fcandalous  licence  ;  and  threatened  to  chaftife  the  criminal  obedience 
of  their  fubordinate  officers,  by  a  fevere  whipping,  and  the  amputa- 
tion of  both  their  hands.     In  the  laft  inftance,  the  legiilator  might 


"'  The  whole  edift  (Novell.  Majorian.  tit. 

.  p.  35.)  is  curious.  "  Antiquarura  xdium 
diffipatur  fpcciofa  conilrudio  ;  et  ut  aliquid 
repareiur,  magna  diruuntur.  Hinc  jam 
occafio  narcitur,  ut  eriam  unufquifque  pri- 
vatum a-dificium  conilruens,  per  gratiam 
judicum  ....  pra-runiere  de  publjcis  locis 
neceflaria,  et  transferre  npndubitet,"  &c. 


With  equal  zeal,  but  with  lefs  power,  Pe- 
trarch, in  the  fourteenth  century,  repeated 
tlie  fame  complaints  (Vic  de  Petrarque, 
torn.  i.  p.  326,  327.).  If  I  profecute  this 
Hlftory,  I  ihall  not  be  unmindful  of  the 
decline  and  fall  of  the  citj  of  Rome  ;  an.in- 
tereiling  objeft,  to  which  my  plan  was  origi- 
nally confined. 

feem 
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ibdm  to  forget:  the  proportion  of  guilt  and  punillimenr :  but  his  7.eal    ^  Η  Λ  τ'. 

arofe  from  a  generous  principle,  and  Majorian  wag  anxious  to  pro"^   « \r — '-> 

tedl  the  monuments  of  thofe  ages,  in  whicli  he  woiild  have  defired 
and  deferred  to  live.  The  emperor  conceived,  th^t  it  was  his  irt- 
tereft  to  incfeafe  the  number  of  his  fubjeds  ;  that  it  was' his  duty't'o 
guard  the  purity  of  the  marriage-bed :  but  the  means  which  he  em- 
ployed to  accomplifh  thefe  falutary  purpofes,  are  of  an  ambiguous, 
and  perhaps  exceptionable,  kind.  The  pious  maids,  who  confe^ 
crated  their  virginity  to  Chrift,  were  reftrained  from  taking  the  veil, 
till  they  had  reached  their  fortieth  year.  Widows  under  that  age 
were  compelled  to  form  a  fecond  alliance  within  the  te:-m  of  five 
years,  by  the  forfeiture  of  half  their  wealth  to  their  neareft  rela- 
tibrts,'  6f'{6  the  ftate.  Unequal  marriages  were  condemned  or  arinul- 
led.  ^he  punlihment  of  confifcation  and  exile  was  deemed  fo  in- 
adeqiiate  to  the  guilt  of  adulteiy,  that,  if  the  criminal  returned  to 
Italy,  he'  might,  by  the  exprefs  declaration  of  Majorian,  be  ilaiii 
with  impimity  **. 

While  the  emperor  Majorian  affiduoufly  laboured  to  reilore   the   Majorian 
happinefs  and  virtue  of  the  Romans,  he  encountered  the  arms   of  u'vlde  AfH- 
Getiferic,    from   his  charafter  and  fituation,  their   rnoft  formidable   "'n  ^  ^ 
enemy.     A  fleet  of  Vandals  and  Moors  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Liris,  or  Garigliano  :  but  the  Imperial  troops  fui-prifed  and  attacked 
the  diforderly  Barbarians,  who  were  encumbered  with  the  fpcils  of 
Campania  ;  they  were  chafed  with  flanghter  to  their  fhips,  and  theif• 
leader,  the  king's  brother-in-law,  was  found  in  the  number  of  the 
ilain '".  Such  vigilance  might  announce  the  charader  of  the  ncAV  reign ; 
but  the  ftrideft  vigilance,  and  the  moil  numerous  forces,  were  in- 

**  The  emperor  chides  the  lenity  of  Roga-  nate  widows,  was  foon  afterwards  repealed 

tian,  confular  of  Tufcany,  in  a  ftyleof  aoi-  by  his  fuccellbr  Severus  (Novell.  Sever,  tit.  i. 

monious  reproof,    which  founds   almoll  like  p.  37.)• 

perfonal  refentment  (Novell,  tit.  ix.  p.  37.).         "^  Sidon.  PanegjT.  Majorian.  385—440. 
The  law  of  Majorian,  which  puniihed  obiH- 

3  Ν  2  fufficient 
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^xxx\'i^'  ^'■'^'^^^■'^^  ^°  protedl  the  long-extended  coaft  of  Italy,  from  the  depre- 
^-^ — V — J  datlons  of  a  naval  war.  The  public  opinion  had  impofed  a  nobler 
and  more  arduous  taik  on  the  genius  of  Majorian.  Rome  expedted 
from  him  alone  the  reilitution  of  Africa ;  and  the  defign,  which  he 
formed,  of  attacking  the  Vandals  in  their  new  fettlements,  was  the 
refult  of  bold  and  judicious  policy.  If  the  intrepid  emperor  could 
have  infufed  his  own  fpirit  into  the  youth  of  Italy  ;  if  he  could  have 
revived,  in  the  field  of  Mars,  the  manly  exercifes  in  which  he  had 
always  furpafled  his  equals  ;  he  might  have  marched  againft  Gen- 
feric,  at  the  head  of  a  Roman  army.  Such  a  reformation  of 
national  manners  might  be  embraced  by  the  riling  generation ; 
but  it  is  the  misfortune  of  thofe  princes  Λvho  laborioufly  fuftain  a 
declining  monarchy,  that,  to  obtain  fome  immediate  advantage,  or 
to  avert  fome  impending  danger,  they  are  forced  to  countenance, 
and  even  to  multiply,  the  moil  pernicious  abufes.  Majorian,  like 
the  weakeft  of  his  predeceflbrs,  was  reduced  to  the  difgraceful  expe- 
dient of  fubftituting  Barbarian  auxiliaries  in  the  place  of  his  unwar- 
like  fubjeds  :  and  his  fuperior  abilities  could  only  be  difplayed  in  the 
vigour  and  dexterity  with  which  he  wielded  a  dangerous  Inftru- 
ment,  fo  apt  to  recoil  on  the  hand  that  ufed  it.  Befides  the  confe- 
derates, who  were  already  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  the  empire,  the 
fame  of  his  liberality  and  valour  attracted  the  nations  of  the  Da- 
nube, the  Boryfthenes,  and  perhaps  of  the  Tanais.  Many  thoufands 
of  the  braveft  fubjeds  of  Attila,  the  Gepidic,  the  Oftrogoths,.  the 
Rugians,  the  Burgundians,  the  Suevi,  the  Alani,  aflembled  in  the 
plains  of  Liguria  ;  and  their  formidable  ftrength  was  balanced  by 
their  mutual  animofities  *°.  They  paiTed  the  Alps  in  a  fevere  win- 
ter.    The  emperor  led  the  way,  on  foot,  and  in  complete  armour ; 

♦*  The  review  of  the  army,  andpaffageof  (Hlft.  des  Peuples,  &c.  torn,  viii;  p.  49—55.)' 
the  Alps,  contain  the  mort  tolerable  pa/Tages  is  a  more  fatisfailory  conmei-rtator,  than 
of  the  Panegyric  (4.70— 552.).     M.  de  Buat    either  Savaron.  or  Sirmond. 

3  founding. 
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fuunding,  with  his  long  ftafF,  the  depth  of  the   ice,  or   fnow,  and    ^  .^  Λ  Ρ- 

encouraging  tlie  Scythians,  who  complained  of  the  extreme  cold,  by    < y » 

the  cheerful  aiTurance,  that  they  ihould  be  fatisfied  with  the  heat  of 
Africa.  The  citizens  of  Lyons  had  prefumed  to  fluit  their  gates  r 
they  foon  implored,  and-  experienced,  the  clemency  of  Majorian. 
He  vanquiflied  Theodoric  in  the  field  ;  and  admitted  to  his  friend- 
fliip  and  alliance,  a  king  whom  he  had  found  not  unworthy  of  his 
arms.  The  beneficial,  though  precarious,,  re -union  of  the  greateft 
part  of  Gaul  and  Spain,  was  the  eiFedl  of  perfuafion,  as  well  as  of 
force  "  ;  and  the  independent  Bagaudse,  who  had  efcaped,  or  refill- 
ed, the  oppreffion  of  former  reigns,  were  difpofed  to  confide  in  the 
virtues  of  Majorian.  His  camp  was  filled  with  Barbarian  allies  ; 
his  throne  was  fupported  by  the  zeal  of  an  aiFedlionate  people ;  but 
the  emperor  had  fordcen,  that  it  was  impoffible,  without  a  mari- 
time power,  to  atchieve  the  conqueft  of  Africa.  In  the  firft  Punic 
war,  the  republic  had  exerted  fuch  incredible  diligence,  that,  within 
llxty  days  after  the  firft  ftroke  of  the  axe  had  been  given  in  the  foreft,- 
a  fleet  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  gallies  proudly  rode  at  anchor  in  the 
fea  *'.  Under  circumftances  much  lefs  favourable,  Majorian  equalled 
the  fpirit  and  perfeverance  of  the  ancient  Romans.  The  woods  of  the 
A.pennine  were  felled  ;  the  arfenals  and  manufailures  of  Ravenna  and 
Mifenum  were  reftored  ;  Italy  and  Gaul  vied  with  each  other  in 
liberal  contributions  to  the  public  fervice  ;  and  the  Imperial  navy 
of  three  hundred  large  gallies,  with  an  adequate  proportion  of  tranf- 
ports  and  fmaller  veiTels,  was  colleded  in  the  fecure  and  capacious 

->'  Τα.  ft!,  οττλο.:,  ra.  Si  Myo..-,  is  the  juft  and  48  Floras,  1!  ii.  c.  2.     He  amufcs  himfelf 

forcible  diftinilion  of  Prifcus   (Evcerpt.  Le-  ^-^^  jj^e  poetical  fancy,  that  the  trees  had 

eat.    p.    4.2.)    in   a    (hort    frap-ment;    which  ,                  rj-/v•             j-'ji 

i»        *^     ^        .   ,              ,        -t          V         •  been  transformed  into  Imps :  and  inaeed  the 

throws  much  light  on   the  hiftory  of  Majo-  ,,             .^.              ..        ,       ,.,,, 

.  .  ,  J  ,  J-  /T  J  I,  J  f  .  whole  traniaition,  as  tt  is  related  in  the  firll 
jonan.     Jornandes  has  fuppreiiifd  the  defeat 

and  alliance  of  the  Vifigoths,  which  were  Co-  book  of  Polybius,  deviates  too  much  froa>. 

lemnly  proclaimed   in     Galicia  ;    and    are  the  probable  courfe  of  human  cventf. 
aiarked  in  the  CJhronicle  of  Id:itias. 

liarbour. 
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C  Η  Λ  ".    iKubour   of  Caithai^-ena  in  Spain  *'.     The  hitrei-iid  countenance  of 
xx.wi.  ^  ^  _  '  . 

«. — -v—'    Majorian  animated  his  trocps  with  a  confidence  of  vidoiy ;  and  it 

we  might  credit  the  hiftorian  Procopius,  his  courage  fometimes  hur- 
ried him  beyond  the  bounds  of  prudence.  Anxious  to  explore,  with 
his  own  eyes,  the  ftate  of  the  Vandals,  he  ventured,  after  diiguifing 
the  colour  of  his  hair,  to  vifit  Carthage,  in  the  character  of  his  own 
ambaflador  :  and  Genferic  was  afterwards  mortified  by  the  difcoA-ery, 
that  he  had  entertained  and  difmiifed  the  emperor  of  the  Romans. 
Such  an  anecdote  may  be  rejefted  as  an  improbable  fidlion  ;  but  it  is 
a  fidlion  \vhich  would  not  have  been  imagined,  unJcfs  in  the  life  of  a 
hero  '°. 
Thelofsof  Without  the  help  of  a  perfonal  interview,  Genferic  was  ftifliciently 

acquainted  with  the  genius  and  deiigns  of  his  advcrfary.  He  prac- 
tiled  his  cuftomary  arts  of  fraud  and  delay,  but  he  pradtifed  them 
without  fuccefs.  His  applications  for  peace  became  each  hour  mor^ 
fuhmilFive,  and  perhaps  more  fmcere,  but  the  inflexible  Majoriaii 
had  adopted  the  ancient  maxim,  that  Rome  could  not  be  fafe,  as 
long  as  Carthage  exifted  in  a  hoftile  ftate.  The  king  of  the  Vandals 
diftrufted  the  valour  of  his  native  fubjedls,  who  were  enervated  by 
the  luxury  of  the  South  " ;  he  fufpeil:ed  the  fidelity  of  the  vanquiflied 
people,  who  abhorred  him  as  an  Arian  tyrant;  and  the  defperatc 
meafure,  which  he  executed,  of  reducing  Mauritania  into  a  defert  "^, 

■'"'  "-•"'"-•'•'•'■^    '■  ■"  could 

•3(1    iju.otf/v   ooiiiiq 

■•9  Tnterea  dxipHci  texis  dum  littore  clailem  the  arms  dallied  of  their  own  accord.     Majo- 

Inferno  fuperoque  mari,  cedit  omnis  in  rian  had  tinged  his  yellow  locki  with  a  black 

.-equor  colour. 

Sylva  tibi,   Rcc. ■  ^'  Spoliifque  potitus 

-Siiion.  Panegyr.  Majorian.  44.Ϊ  — 461.         Immeniis,  robur  lu\u  jam  perdidit  omne. 
The  number  of  fhips,    which    Prifciis   fixes  Quo  valuit  dum  pauper  erat. 

at  300,  13  magnified,  by  an  indefinite  com-  Panegyr.  Majorian.  330. 

parifon    with    the    fleets   of    Agamemnon,  He  afterwards  applies   to  Genferic,  unjuftly 

Xerxes,  and  Augullus.  as  it  fliould  feem,  the  vices  of  his  fubjeds. 

'°  Procopius  de  Bell.  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  8.         ^^  He  burnt  the  villages,  and  poifoned  the 

p.  194.     When  Genferic  conduced  his  un-  fprings.     (Prifcus,    p.    4,2.)      Dubos    (Hilh 

kni>w,'n  gueft  into  the  arfcnal  of  Carthage,  Critique,  tom.  i.  p.  475.)  obfcrves,  that  the 

-magazines 
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coufcl  not  defeat  the  operations  of  the  Roman  emperor,  who  was  at 
liberty  to  land  his  troops  on  any  part  of  the  African  coaft.  But 
Genferic  was  faved  from  impending  and  inevitable  ruin,  by  the 
treachery  of  fome  powerful  fubjeds;  envious,  or  apprcheufive,  of 
their  mailer's  fuccefs.  Guided  by  their  fecret  intelligence,  he  fur- 
prifed  the  unguarded  fleet  in  the  bay  of  Carthagena:  many  of  the  Ihips 
were  funk,  or  taken,  or  burnt ;  and  the  preparations  of  three  years 
were  deftroyed  in  a  fnigle  day".  After  this  event,  the  behaviour 
of  the  two  antagonifts  ihewed  them  fuperior  to  their  fortune.  The 
Vandal,  inftead  of  being  elated  by  this  accidental  vidory,  immedi- 
ately renewed  his  felicitations  for  peace.  The  emperor  of  the  Weil, 
who  was  capable  of  forming  great  defigns,  and  of  fupporting  heavy 
difappointments,  •  confented  to  a  treaty,  or  rather  to  a  fufpenfion  of 
arms ;  in  the  full  alTurance  that,  before  he  could  reilore  his  navy,  he 
ihould  be  fugplied  with  provocations  to  juftify  a  fecond  war.  Ma- 
jorian  returned  to  Italy,  to  profecute  his  labours  for  the  public  hap- 
pinefs ;  and,  as  he  was  confcious  of  his  own  integrity,  he  might  long 
remain  ignorant  of  the  dark  confpiracy  which  threatened  his  throne 
and  his  life.  The  recent  [misfortune  of  Carthagena  fullied  the  glory, 
which  had  dazzled  the  eyes  of  the  multitude :  almoil  every  defcrip- 
tion  of  civil  and  military  officers  were  exafperated  againfl:  the  Re- 
foroier,  fince  they  all  derived  fome  advantage  from  the  abuifes  which 
he  endeavoured  to  fupprefs;  and  the  patrician  Ricimer  impelled  the 
ihconftant  paflions  of  the  Barbarians  againft  a  prince  whom  he 
efteemed"  and  hated.  The  virtues  of  Majorian  could  not  proted 
him  from  the  impetuous  fedition,  which  broke  out  in-  the  camp  near 


magazines  which  the  Moors   buried  in  tlie  ''  Idatius,  who  was  fafe  in  Gal licia  from 

earth,    might  efcape   his    deftruflive   fearch.  the  power  of  Ricimer,   boldly  and  honeftly 

Two  or  three    hundred   pits   are  fometimes  declares,    Vandali  per  proditores   admoniti, 

dug  in  the  fame  place;  and  each  pit  con-  &c.  he  diflembles,  however,  the  name  of  the 


tains  at  leaft  four  hundred  buHiels  of  corn,     traitor. 
Shaw's  Trauels,  p.  139. 


CHAP. 
XXXVl. 


Tortona,. 


4,54  THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 

Tortona,  at  the   foot  of  the  Alps.     He  was  compelled  to  abdicate 

the  Imperial  purple:  five  days  after  liis  abdication,  it  was  reported 

that  he  died  of  a  dyfentery  '*;  and  the  humble  tomb,  which  covered 

his  remains,  was  corifecrated  by  the  refped  and  gratitude  of  fucceed- 

ing  generations  *'.     The  pri\'ate  character  of  Majorian  infpired  love 

and  refped.     Malicious  calumny  and  fatire  excited  his  indignation, 

or,  if  he  himfelf  were  the  objed,  his  contempt :   but  he  proteded 

,tiie  freedom  of  wit,  and  in  the  hours  which  the  emperor  gave  to  the 

familiar  fociety  of  his  friends,  he  could  indulge  his  tafte  for  plea- 

fantry,  without  degrading  the  majefty  of  his  rank  ^\ 

Riclmcr  It  was  not  perhaps  without  fome  regret,  that  Ricimer  facrificed 

the  nnme  of    his  friend  to   the  intereft  of  his  ambition :    but  he  refolved,  in  a 

^^*^d" 'όι—   f^^cond  choice,  to  avoid  the  imprudent  preference  of  fuperior  virtue 

4^7•  and  merit.     At  his  command,  the  obfequious  fenate  of  Rome  be•^ 

flowed    the   imperial  title   on    Libius   Severus,    who    afcended   the 

tlirone  of  the  Weil  without  emerging  from  the  obfcurity  of  a  private 

condition.     Hiftory  has  fcarcely  deigned  to  notice  his  birth,  his  eleva'- 

tion,  his  charader,  or  his  death.    Severus  expired,  as  foon  as  his  life 

became  inconvenient  to  his  patron  "  ;  and  it  would  be  ufelefs  to  dil- 

^+  Procop.   de  Bell.   Vandal.    I.  i.  c.  S.         '*  Sidonius  gives  a  tedious  account  (1.  j. 

p.  194.     'I'he  teftiniony  cf  Idatiiis  is  fair  nnd  epift.  xi.   p.  25  —  51.)   of  a  fupper  at  Aries, 

impartial  ;  "  Majorianum  de  Galiiis  Romam  to  which  he  was  invited  by  Majorian,  a  ihort 

"  rc'deuntem,  et  Romano imperio  vel  nomi-  time  before  his  death.     He  had  no  intention 

"  ni   res  neccffarias   ordinantcm  ;  Richimer  of  praifing  a  deccafed  emperor ;   but  a  cafual 

"  livore  percitus,  et  in-uidiitum  confiUo  ful-  difinterefted  remark,   "  Subrifit  AuguRus;  ut 

"  tus,  fraude  interficit  circumventum."  Some  "  erat,  audoritate  fervata,  cum    fe  commu- 

read  Sue'vonim,  and  I  am  uiwilling  to  efface  "  nioni  dcdifiet,  joci  plenus,"  outweighs  the 

either  of  the  words,  as  they  expiefs  the  dif-  fix  hundred  lines  of  his  venal  panegyric.^ 
ferent  accomplices  who  united   in  the  con-          ■■'  Sidonius  (Panegyr.  Anthem.  317.)  dif- 

fpiracy  againft  Majorian.  miffes  him  to  heaven. 

"  See   the   Epigrams   of  Ennodius,    N°         Auxerat  Auguftus  natura:  lege-Severus 

cxxxv.    inter    Sirmond    Opera,     tom.    i.    p.         Divorum  numerum. 

1903.     It  is  flat  and  obfcure  ;   but  Ennodius  And  an  old   lift  of  the  emperors,  corrpcfed 

vvas  made  billiop  of  Pavia  fifty  years  after  the  about  the  time  of  Jullinian,   praifes  his  piety, 

'death  of  Majorian,  and    his  praife  dcferves  and  fixes  his  rcfidence  at  Rome     (biimund 

fj-edit  «ind  regard.  Not.  ad  Sidon.  p.  in,  uz.). 

criminate 
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criminate  his  nominal  reign  in  the  vacant  interval  of  fix  years,  be-  C  Η  A  P. 
tween  the  death  of  Majorian,  and  the  elevation  of  Anthemius.  ν  -,-  ^ 
During  that  period  the  government  was  in  the  hands  of  Ricimer 
alone ;  and  although  the  modeft  Barbarian  difclaimed  the  name  of 
king,  he  accumulated  treafures,  formed  a  feparate  army,  negociated 
private  alliances,  and  ruled  Italy  with  the  fame  independent  and  de- 
fpotic  authority,  which  was  afterwards  exercifed  by  Odoacer  and 
Theodoric.  But  his  dominions  were  bounded  by  the  Alps ;  and  two 
■Roman  generals,  Marcellinus  and  -ilgidius,  maintained  their  alle- 
giance to  the  republic,  by  rejedting,  with  difdain,  the  phantom 
which  he  ftyled  an  emperor.  Marcellinus  ftill  adhered  to  the  old  Revolt  of 
religion;  and  the  devout  Pagans,  who  fecretly  difobeyed  the  laws  inDdmatU, 
of  the  church  and  ftate,  applauded  his  profound  ikill  in  the  fcience 
of  divination.  But  he  poiTeifed  the  more  valuable  qualifications  of 
learning,  virtue,  and  courage  '* ;  the  ftudy  of  the  Latin  literature 
had  improved  his  tafte ;  and  his  military  talents  had  recommended 
him  to  the  efteem  and  confidence  of  the  great  ^tius,  in  whofe 
ruin  he  was  involved.  By  a  timely  flight,  Marcellinus  efcaped  the 
rage  of  Valentinian,  and  boldly  aflerted  his  liberty  amidft  the  con- 
vulfions  of  the  Weftern  empire.  His  voluntary,  or  reludant,  fub- 
miflion,  to  the  authority  of  Majorian,  was  rewarded  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Sicily,  and  the  command  of  an  army,  ftationed  in  that 
ifland  to  oppofe,  or  to  attack,  the  Vandals ;  but  his  Barbarian  mer- 
cenaries, after  the  emperor's  death,  were  tempted  to  revolt  by  the 
artful  liberality  of  Ricimer.  At  the  head  of  a  band  of  faithful  fol- 
lowers, the  intrepid  Marcellinus  occupied  the  province  of  Dalmatia, 
aflumed  the  title  of  patrician  of  the  Weft,  fccured  the  love  of  his 
fubjedls  by  a  mild  and  equitable  reign,  built  a  fleet,  which  claimed 
the  dominion  of  the  Hadriatic,  and  alternately  alarmed  the  coafts  of 

'*  Tillemont,  who  is  always  fcandalized  Suidas  has  prefcrved),  to  the  partial  zeal  of 
by  the  virtues  of  Infidels,  attributes  this^ad-  fome  Pagan  hiftorian  (Hill,  des  Empereurs, 
rantageous  portrait  of  Marcellinus    (which     torn.  vi.  p.  33c.)• 

Vol.  III.  3  Ο  Italy 
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CHAP.    Italy  and  of  Africa  ".     jEgldlus,  the  mafter-gencral  of  Gaul,    wii» 

«_ '.J    equalled,  or   at  leaft  who  imitated,  the  heroes  of  ancient  Rome", 

'La  in  Gad.  proclaimed  his  immortal  rcfentment  agaiuil  the  affailins  of  his  be- 
lG\^cd  maftcr.  A  brave  and  numerous  army  was  attached  to  his 
llandard  ;  and,  though  he  was  prevented  by  the  arts  of  Ricimer,  and 
the  arms  of  the  Vifigoths,  from  marching  to  the  gates  of  Rome,  he 
maintained  his  independent  fovereignty  beyond  the  Alps,  and  ren- 
dered the  name  of  iEgidius  refpedlable  both  in  peace  and  war.  The 
Franks,  who  had  punifhed  with  exile  the  youthful  folHes  of  Childeric, 
eleded  the  Roman  general  for  their  king ;  his  vanity,  rather  than 
his  ambition,  was  gratified  by  that  fmgular  honour;  and  when  the 
nation,  at  the  end  of  four  years,  repented  of  the  injury  which  they 
had  offered  to  the  Merovingian  family,  he  patiently  acquiefced  in  the 
reftoration  of  the  lawful  prince.  The  authority  of  iEgidius  ended 
only  with  his  life  ;  and  the  fufpicions  of  poifon  and  fecret  violence, 
which  derived  fome  countenance  from  the  charader  of  Ricimer,  were 
eagerly  entertained  by  the  paflionate  credulity  of  the  Gauls  *'. 
Naval  war  The  kingdom  of  Italy,  a  name  to  which  the  Weftern  empire  was 

dais^^    ^"'     gradually  reduced,  was  afflided,  under  the  reign  of  Ricimer,  by  the 
A^.  D.  361-  ijj(.g(fant  depredations  of  the  Vandal  pirates  ".      In  the  fpring  of 

each 

»  Procopius  de  Bell.  Λ^απίΐαΐ.  1.  i.  c.  6.  jeilions  agarnft  the  ilory  of  Childeric  (Hill, 
p.  191.  In  various  circumftances  of  the  life  de  France,  torn.  i.  Preface  Hiftoriqiie,,  p., 
of  Marcellinus,  it  is  not  eafy  to  reconcile  the  Ixxviii.  &c.)  :  but  they  have  been  fairly  fa- 
Greek  hiftorian  with  the  Latin  Chronicles  tisfied  by  Dubos  (Hill.  Critique,  torn.  i. 
of  the  times.  p.  4^60 — 510.),  and  by  two  authors  who  dif- 

'°  I  muft   apply   to  ^gidius,  the  praifes  puted  the  prize  of  the  Academ.y  of  SoiiTons 

which   Sidcnius   (Panegyr.   Majorian,   553.)  (p.    131  — ,77.     310—339.)•     With  regard 

beilows  on  a  namelefs  mafter-general,  who  to  the  term  of  Childeric's  exile,  it  is  neceC- 

commanded    the     rear-guard    of    Majorian.  fary  either  to  prolong  the  life  of  .^gidius  bc- 

Idatius,  from  public  report,    commends  his  yond  the  date  aliigned   by  the  Chronicle  of 

Chriftian   piety;    and  Prifcus    mentions    (p.  Idatius ;  or  to  lorreft  the  text  of  Gregory,  by 

42.)  his  military  virtues.  reading  quarto  anno,  inftead  οι  cda-vo. 

"   GrcT.  Turon.  1.  ii.  c.    12.  in  torn.  ii.  '^  The  naval  war  of  Genferic  is  defcribed 

p.  i68.'    The  Pere  Daniel,  whofe  ideas  were  by  Prifcus  (Excerpta  Legation,  p.  42. ),.Pro- 

iupcrficial  and  modern,  hai  llarted  forae  ob-  copiiis  (de  Bell.  Vandal.  I.  i.  c.  5.  p.  180, 
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each  year,  they  equipped  a  formidable  navy  in  the  port  of  Carthage  ;  C  Η  A  P. 
and  Genferic  hlmfelf,  though  in  a  very  advanced  age,  ftill  com-  ■■^'■-^-.■Jji 
manded  in  perfon  the  moil  important  expeditions.  His  defigns  were 
concealed  with  impenetrable  fecrecy,  till  the  moment  that  he  hoiiled 
fail.  -  When  he  was  aiked  by  his  pilot,  what  courfe  he  ihould  fteer; 
"  Leave  the  determination  to  the  winds  (replied  the  Barbarian,  with 
"  pious  arrogance) ;  ibej  will  tranfport  us  to  the  guilty  coail,  whofe 
"  inhabitants  have  provoked  the  divine  juftice:"  but  if  Genferic 
liimfclf  deigned  to  iiTue  more  precife  orders,  he  judged  the  moft 
wealthy  to  be  the  moft  criminal.  The  Vandals  repeatedly  vifited  the 
coafts  of  Spain,  Liguria,  Tiifcany,  Campania,  Lucania,  Bruttium, 
Apulia,  Calabria,  Venetia,  Dalmatia,  Epirus,  Greece,  and  Sicily : 
thls'y  were  tempted  to  fubdue  the  ifland  of  Sardinia,  fo  advantage- 
oufly  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  Mediterranean ;  and  their  arms 
fpread  defolation,  or  terror,  from  the  columns  of  Hercules  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Nile.  As  they  were  more  ambitious  of  fpoil  than  oi 
glory,  they  feldom  attacked  any  fortified  cities,  or  engaged  any- 
regular  troops  in  the  open  field.  But  the  celerity  of  their  motions 
enabled  them,  almoft  at  the  fame  time,  to  threaten  and  to  attack  the 
moft  diftant  objeds,  which  attraded  their  defires ;  and  as  they 
always  embarked  a  fufficient  number  of  horfes,  they  had  no  fodner 
landed,  than  they  fwept  the  difmayed  country  witli  a  body  of  light 
cavalry.  Yet,  notwithftanding  the  example  of  their  king,  the  native 
,Vandals  and  Alani  infenfibly  declined  this  toilfome  and  perilous 
warfare ;  the  hardy  generation  of  the   firft  conquerors  was   almoft 

190.  and  c.  22.  p.   228.),     V'iilor  Vitenfis  In  one  paffage  the  poet  feems  infpired  by  his 

(de  Perfecut.  A'^andal.  1.  i.  c.   17.,  and  Rui-  Ailjeft,    and  exprefles  a   ftrong  idea,  by  a, 

nart,  p. /^67— 481. )τ  and  in  the  three  pane-  lively  imnge  : 

gyrics  of  Sidonius,  whofe  chronological  order  Hinc  Vandaliis  lioftis 

is  abfurdly  tranfpofed   in   the  editions    both  Urgct ;  et  in  noftrum  nuraerofa  claffe  quot- 
of  Savaron  and  Sirmond.     (Avit.  Carm.  vii.  antiis 

441—451.     Majorian,  Carm.  v.  327  —  350.  Miliiat  ex-cidium  ;  converfoque  ordine  Fati 

385—440.     Anthem.  Carm.  ii.  348-386.)  Toriida  Caucaicos  infeit  mihi  Byrfa  furores. 

3  Ο   3  extinguiflied, 
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CHAP,    extinguiihed,  and  their  fons,  who  were  born  in  Africa,  enjoyed  the 
'.    -,-    '    delicious  baths  and  gardens  which  had  been  acquired  by  the  valour 
of  their  fathers.     Their  place  was  readily  fupplied  by  a  various  mul- 
titude of  Moors  and  Romans,  of  captives  and  outlaws ;  and  thofe 
defperate  wretches,    who    had   already  violated  the  laws  of  their 
country,   were  the  moft  eager  to  promote  the  atrocious  a£ts  whiclt 
difgrace  the  vidorles  of  Genferic.      In  the  treatment  of  his  un- 
happy prifoners,  he  fometimes  confulted  his  avarice,  and  fometimes 
indulged    his  cruelty;    and    the    maflacre    of    five    hundred    no- 
ble citizens  of  Zant  or  Zacynthus,  whofe   mangled  bodies  he  cail 
into  the  Ionian  fea,  was  imputed,  by  the  public  indignation,  to  his 
lateft  pofterity. 
Negociations        Such  crimes  could  not  be  excufed  by  any  provocations ;  but  the 
EafterV         War,  which  the  king  of  the  Vandals  profecuted  againft  the  Roman 
a'd'^^'o        empire,   was  juftified  by  a  fpecious  and  reafonable  motive.     The 
^^'  widow  of  Valentinian,    Eudoxia,  whom  he  had  led  captive  from 

Rome  to  Carthage,  was  the  fole  heirefs  of  the  Theodofian  houfe ; 
her  elder  daughter,  Eudocia,  became  the  reludant  wife  of  Hunneric, 
his  eldeft  fon ;  and  the  ftern  father,  aflerting  a  legal  claim,  which 
could  not  eafily  be  refuted  or  fatisfied,  demanded  a  juft  proportion 
of  the  Imperial  patrimony.  An  adequate,  or  at  leaft  a  valuable, 
compenfation,  was  offered  by  the  Eaftern  emperor,  to  purchafe  a  ne- 
ceffary  peace.  Eudoxia  and  her  younger  daughter,  Placidia,  were 
honourably  reftored,  and  the  fury  of  the  "Vandals  was  confined  to 
the  limits  of  the  Weftern  empire.  The  Italians,  deftitute  of  a  naval 
force,  which  alone  was  capable  of  proteding  their  coafts,  implored 
the  aid  of  the  more  fortunate  nations  of  the  Eaft  ;  who  had  formerly 
acknowledged,  in  peace  and  war,  the  fupremacy  of  Rome.  But 
the  perpetual  divifion  of  the  two  empires  had  alienated  their  intereft 
and  their  inclinations  ;  the  faith  of  a  recent  treaty  was  alleged  ;  and 
the  Weftern  Romans,  inftead  of  arms  and  ihips,  could  only  obtain 
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ihe  affiftaiice  of  a  cold  and  ineifeftual  mediation.     The  haughty  Ri-  chap. 

cimer,  who  had  long  ftruggled  with  the  difficulties  of  his  fituation,  < >-..^ 

was  at  length  χ-educed  to  addrefs  the  throne  of  Conftantinople  in  the 
humble  language  of  a  fubjed  ;  and  Italy  fubmitted,  as  the  price  and 
fecurity  of  the  alliance,  to  accept  a  mafter  from  the  choice  of  the  em- 
peror of  the  Eaft'^'.  It  is  not  the  purpofe  of  the  prefent  chapter,  or 
even  of  the  pi-efent  volume,  to  continue  the  diilindl  feries  of  the 
Byzantine  hiflory ;  but  a  concife  view  of  the  reign  and  character  of 
the  emperor  Leo,  may  explain  the  laft  efforts  that  were  attempted  to 
iave  the  falling  empire  of  the  Weft  **. 

Since  the  death  of  the  younger  Theodofms,  the  domeftic  repofe  of  Leo,  empe- 
Conftantinople  had  never  been  interrupted  by  war  or  faction.  Pulche-  Eaft! 
ria  had  beftowed  her  hand,  and  the  fceptre  of  the  Eaft,  on  the  modeft  f,\^'  ^^^~' 
virtue  of  Mar-cian :   he  gratefully  reverenced  her  auguft  rank  and 
vijgin  chaftity ;  and,  after  her  death,  he  gave  his  people  the  example 
of  the  religious  worfliip,  that  was  due  to  the  memory  of  the  Impe- 
rial faint  ".      Attentive  to  the  profperity  of  his  own  dominions, 
Marcian  feemed  to  behold,   with  indiiference,  the  misfortunes  of 
Rome ;  and  the  obftinate  refufal   of  a  brave  and  adiive  prince,  to 
draw  his  fword  againft  the  Vandals,  was  afcribed  to  a  fecret  pro- 
mife,  which  had  formerly  been  exacted  from  him  when  he  was  a 

"  The  poet  himfelf  is  compelled  to  ac-  *•*  The  original  authors  of  the  reigns  of 

knowleilgi  the  diftrefs  of  Ricimer:  Marcian,  Leo,    and  Zeno,    are  reduced   to 

Prreterea  inviaus  Ricimer,  quern  pnblica  fata  feme  imperfeft  fragments,  whofe  deficiencies 

.  Refpiciunt,  fro/irio  folus  vix  Marie  repellit  mull  be  fnpplied  from  the  more  recent  com- 

Piratam  per  rura  vagum  pilations  of  Theophanes,  Zonaras,  and  Ce- 

Italy  addreffes  her  complaint  to  the  Tyber,  drenus. 

and  Rome,  at  the  folicitation  of  the  river  '^  St.   Pulcheria   died  A.    D.   453,  four 

god,   tranipcrts   herfelf    to   Conftantinople,  years  before  her  nominal  huiband;  and  her 

renounces  her  ancient  claims,  and  implores  feilival  is  celebrated  on  the  loth  of  Septem- 

the  friendihip  of  Aurora,  the  goddefs  of  the  ber  by  the  modern  Greeks  :  fhe  bequeathed 

Bail•.     This  fabulous  machinery,  which  the  an  immenfe  patrimony  to  pious,  or  at  leaft 

genius  of  Claudian  had  ufed  and  abufed,  is  to  ecclefiallical,  ufes.     See  Tillemont,  Me- 

the  conftant  and  miferable  refource  of  the  moires  Ecdef.  torn.  xv.  p.  181 — 184. 
niufe  of  Sidonius. 

captive 
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CHAP,  -ςαρΰνο  in  the  power  of  Genferic".  The  death  of  Marcian,  after  a 
«ju  .  ,■  reign  of  fevon  years,  would  have  expofed  the  Eaft  to  the  dangef  of 
a  popular  eledion  ;  if  the  fuperior  weight  of  a  fingle  family,  had  hot 
beesn  able  to  incline  the  balance  in  favour  of  the  candidate '  whofe 
intereft  they  fupported.  The  patrician  Alpar  might  have  placed 
the  diadem  on  his  own  head  ;  if  he  would  have  fubfcribed  the 
Niccne  creed  ''.  During  three  generations,  the  armies  of  the 
Eaft  were  fuccefTurely  commanded  by  his  father,  by  himfelf,  and  by 
his  fon  Ardaburius :  his  Barbarian  guards  formed  a  military  force 
that  overawed  the  palace  and  the  capital ;  and  the  liberal  diftribu- 
tion  of  his  immenfe  treafures,  rendered  Afpar  as  popular,  as  he  was 
powerful.  He  recommended  the  obfcure  name  of  Leo  of  Thrace,  a 
military  tribune,  and  the  principal  fteward  of  his  houfehold.  His 
nomination  was  unanimoufly  ratified  by  the  fenate;  and  the  fervant 
•of  Afpar  received  the  Impei-ial  crown  from  the  hands  of  the  pa* 
triarch,  or  biihop,  who  was  permitted  to  -exprefs,  by  this  unufual 
ceremony,  the  fufirage  of  the  Deity ".  This  emperor,  the  firft  of 
the  name  of  Leo,  has  been  diftinguiihed  by  the  title  of  the  Great; 
from  a  fucceffion  of  princes,  who  gradually  fixed,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Gk-eeks,  a  very  humble  ftandard  of  heroic,  or  at  leaft  of  royal,  per- 
fection. Yet  the  temperate  firmnefs  with  which  Leo  refifted  the  op- 
preffion  of  his  benefador,  fliewed  that  he  was  confcious  of  his  duty 
and  of  his  prerogative.  Afpar  was  aftoniihed  to  find  that  his  influ- 
ence could  no  longer  appoint  a  pra;fe£t  of  Conftantinople :  he  pre- 
fumed  to  reproach  his  fovereign  with  a  breach  of  promife,  and  info- 
lently  ihaking  his  purple,  "  It  is  not  proper  (faid  he),  that  the  man 

"  See  Procopius  de  Bell.  Vandal.    I.  i.  "  Xhcophanes,  p.  95.     This  appears  to 

c.  4.  p.  185.                  _  jje  t)jg  £rft  origin  of  a  ceremony,  which  all 

"  From  this  difability  of  Afpar  to  afcend  ^^^  q^,;^,.^    Hnces  cf  the  world  have  fince 

the  throne,  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  ftain  ,          ,           ,  ^            ,  •  ^     ι       1           l 

,  .,      ,                         ι      J  ■    J  1-1-1        .l•-!  adopted:   and  from  which  the  clergy  have 

trfHi-r^/y  was  perpetual  and  indelible,  While  '^       '                                             5/ 

that  oiBarbari/m  difappeared  in  the  fecond  ^=''^«'1  ^^^  «^^^  formidable  confequenc«. 
generation. 

"  who 
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"  wlio  is  invefted  with  this  garment,  ihould  be  guilty  of  lying." 
"  Nor  is  it  proper  (replied  Leo),  that  a  prince  ihould  be  compelled 
"  to  refign  his  own  judgment,  and  the  public  intereft,  to  the  will 
"  of  a  fybjed  °°."  After  this  extraordinary  fcene,  it  was  impoiTible 
that  the  reconciliation  of  the  emperor  and  the  patrician  could  be  fm^ 
cere  ;  or,  at  leaft,  that  it  could  be  folid  and  permanent.  An  army  of 
Ifaurians  '°  was  fecretly  levied,  and  introduced  into  Conftantinople  ; 
and  whileLeo  undermined  the  authority,  and  prepared  the  difgrace, 
of  the  family  of  Afpar,  his  mild  and  cautious  behaviour  reftrained 
them  from  any  rafh  and  defperate  attempts,  which  might  have  been 
fatal  to  themfelves,  or  their  enemies.  The  meafures  of  peace  and  war 
■were  afFe£led  by  this  internal  revolution..  As  long  as  Afpar  degraded 
the  majefiy  of  the  throne,  the  fecret  correfpondence  of  religion  and 
intereft  engaged  him  to  favour  the  caufe  of  Genferic.  When  Leo  had 
delivered  himfelf  from  that  ignominious  fervitude,  he  liftened  to  the 
complaints  of  the  Italians;  refolved  to  extirpate  the  tyranny  of  the 
Vandals;  and  declared  his  alliance  with  his  colleague,  Anthemius, 
whom  he  folemnly  invefted  with  the  diadem  and  purple  of  tha 
Weft. 

The   virtues  of  Anthemius  have  perhaps  been  magnified,   fmce 
the   Imperial    defcent,    which     he    could    only    deduce    from    the   '^ί"''•^^°Ιι°^ 
ufurper    Procopius,    has   been   fwelled    into    a  line   of  emperors  '".   ^-  D•  ^^τ'—- 
Biit  the  merit  of  his  immediate  parents,  their  honours,  and  their 

.*9  Ceiienus  (p.  345.  346.),  who  was  conk  τ   Tali  tu  civis  ab  urbe 

veiTant  with  the  writers  of  better  days,  has  Procopio  genitore  micas;  cui  priica  pro- 

preferved  the  remarkable  words   of  Afpar,  ρ^^,ρ 

^ασιλί^   TO.   uvrr,,  T,»  uX^^y^u.  '^ψ,^ /:?.-, iA.mo,  a  J,^„ft;s  venit  a  irca-Tjis. 

^^'0  The  pmver  of  the  Ifaurians  agitated  the  "^'^^P"^^  (Sidon.Panegyr.Anthem.67-306.) 

Eiftern  empire  in  the  two  fucceeJing  reigns  'Ι^^"  proceeds  to  relate  the  private  life  and 

of  Zeno  and  Anafiaiius  ;  but  it  ended  in  the  fortunes  of  the  future  emperoh  with  which 

dellrui\ion  of  thofc  Barbarians,   who   main-  he   muil  have   been    very    imperfectly    ac- 

tained  their   fierce  independence  about  two  quaitited, 
kundied  and  thirty  years. 

riches,. 


Aniheniiu*  ■ 
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CHAP,  riches,  rendered  Anthemius  one  of  the  moft  illuftrious  fubjeds  of 
i_  .-  ■  the  Eaft.  His  father,  Procopius,  obtained,  after  his  Perfian  em- 
baiTy,  the  rank  of  general  and  patrician ;  and  the  name  of  Anthe- 
mius was  derived  from  his  maternal  grandfather,  the  celebrated 
praefed,  who  protected,  with  fo  much  ability  and  fuccefs,  the  infant 
reign  of  Thecdofms.  The  grandfon  of  the  pricfed  was  raifed  above 
the  condition  of  a  private  fubjed,  by  his  marriage  with  Euphemia, 
the  daughter  of  the  emperor  Marcian.  This  fplendid  alliance, 
which  might  fuperfede  the  neceflity  of  merit,  haftened  the  promo- 
tion of  Anthemius  to  the  fucceffive  dignities  of  count,  of  mafter- 
general,  of  conful,  and  of  patrician ;  and  his  merit  or  fortune  claimed 
the  honours  of  a  vidory,  which  was  obtained  on  the  banks  of  the 
Danube,  over  the  Huns.  Without  indulging  an  extravagant  ambi- 
tion, the  fon-in-law  of  Marcian  might  hope  to  he  his  fucceflbr ;  but 
Anthemius  fupported  the  difappointment  with  courage  and  patience; 
and  his  fubfequent  elevation  was  univerfally  approved  by  the  public, 
who  efteemed  him  worthy  to  reign,  till  he  afcended  the  throne  '*. 
The  emperor  of  the  Weft  marched  from  Conftantinople,  attended  by 
feveral  counts  of  high  diftindion,  and  a  body  of  guards,  almoft  equal 
A.  D.  467,  to  the  ftrength  and  numbers  of  a  regular  army  :  he  entered  Rome  in 
triumph,  and  the  choice  of  Leo  was  confirmed  by  the  fenate,  the 
people,  and  the  Barbarian  confederates  of  Italy  ".  The  folemn  in- 
auguration of  Anthemius  was  followed  by  the  nuptials  of  his  daugh- 
ter and  the  patrician  Ricimer;  a  fortunate  event,  which  was  confi- 
dered  as  the  firmeft  fecurity  of  the  union  and  happinefs  of  the  ftate. 
The  wealth  of  two  empires  was  oftentatioufly  difplayed ;  and 
many  fenators  completed  their  ruin  by  an  expenfive  effort  to  difguife 

'^  Sidonius  difcovers,    with  tolerable  in-         "  The  poet  again  celebrates  the  unani- 

genuity,  that  this  difappointment  added  new  mity  of  all  orders  of  the  ftate  (15—22.): 

luftre  lo  the  virtues  of  Anthemius  (210,  &c.),  and  the  Chronicle  of  Idatius  mentions  the 

who  declined  one  fceptre,    and  reluftantly  forces  which  attended  his  march. 
accepted  another  (22,  &c.). 

their 
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their  poverty.  All  ferious  bufinefs  was  fLifpcnckd  during  tliis  fefli-  ^  ^K^,}'' 
val ;  the  courts  of  juftice  were  fhiit ;  the  ilrects  of  Rome,  the  thea-  v— v-~^ 
tres,  the  places  of  public  and  private  refort,  refounded  with  hyme- 
nasal  fongs  and  dances ;  and  the  royal  bride,  clothed  in  filkcn  fobep, 
with  a  crown  on  her  head,  was  condudled  to  the  palace  of  Ricimer, 
who  had  changed  his  military  drefs  for  the  habit  of  a  conful  and  a 
fenator.  On  this  memorable  occaiion,  Sidonius,  whofe  early  am- 
bition had  been  fo  fatally  blafted,  appeared  as  the  orator  of  Am^ergne, 
among  the  provincial  deputies  who  addrefTed  the  throne  with  con- 
gratulations or  complaints  '\  The  calends  of  January  were  now  A.  D.  468, 
approaching,  and  the  venal  poet,  who  had  loved  Avitus,  and  efteem- 
ed  Majorian,  was  perluaded  by  his  friends,  to  celebrate,  in  heroic 
verie,  the  merit,  tlie  felicity,  the  fecond  confulihip,  and  the  future 
triumphs  of  the  emperor  Anthemius.  Sidonius  pronounced,  with 
aflurance  and  fuccefs,  a  panegyric  which  is  fi;ill  extant ;  and  what- 
ever might  be  the  imperfe£tions,  either  of  the  fubjedi:  or  of  the 
compofition,  the  welcome  flatterer  was  immediately  rewarded  with 
the  praefefture  of  Rome;  a  dignity  which  placed  him  among  the 
illuilrious  perfonages  of  the  empire,  till  he  wifely  preferred  the 
more  refpedlable  charader  of  a  biihop  and  a  faint ". 

The  Greeks  ambiiioufly  commend  the  piety  and  catholic  faith  of  The  feftival 
the  emperor  \vhom  they   gave  to  the  Weft;  nor  do  they  forget  to   percalia. 
obferve,  that  when  he  left  Conilantinople,  he  converted  his  palace 
into  the  pious  foundation  of  a  public  bath,  a  church,  and  an  hofpi- 
ίβ\£οτ  old  men  ".     Yet  fome  fufpicious  appearances  are  found  to  fully 
i.    .  the 

'^*  Tnterveni  aiitem  nuptiis   Patricli  Rici-  his  reward.     "  Hie  ipfe  Panegyricus,  ii  non 

meris,  cui  filia   perennis    Augulli   in    fpem  "  judicium,    certe   eventum,    boni    opens, 

publics  fecoritatis  copulabatur.     The  jour-  «'  accepit."     He  was  made  biihop  of  Cler- 

ney  of  Sidonius  from  Lyons,  and  the  feftival  mont,  A.  D.  471.      Tillemont,  Mem.  Ec- 

of  Rome,-   are    defcribed  with    fome   fpirit.  clef.  torn.  χνϊ.  p.  yeo. 
L.  i.  epift.  5.  p.  9-13.     Epift.  9.  p.  21.  '»  The  palace  of  Anthemius  flood  on  the 

"  Sidonius    (1.  i.  epift.  9.    p.   23,    24.)  banks  of  the  Propontis.     In  the  ninth  cen- 

very  fairly  ftates  his  motive,  his  labour,  and  tury,  Alexius,  the  fon-in-law  of  the  emperor 

Vol.  III.  3  ?'  "     Theophi: 


MIUS, 
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CHAP,    tiie  theological  fame  of  Antliemius.     From  the  converfation  of  Phi- 

v_  ..^ 1    lotheus,  a  Macedonian  feftary,  he  had  imbibed  the  fpirit  of  religious 

toleration ;  and  the  Fleretics  of  Rome  would  have  aflembled  with 
impunity,  if  the  bold  and  vehement  cenfure  which  pope  Hilary 
pronounced  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter,  had  not  obliged  him  to  abjure 
the  unpopular  indulgence  ".  Even  the  Pagans,  a  feeble  and  obfcure 
remnant,  conceived  fome  vain  hopes  from  the  indifference,  or  par- 
tiality, of  Anthemius ;  and  his  fmgular  friendihip  for  the  philofopher 
Severus,  whom  he  promoted  to  the  confulfliip,  was  afcribed  to  a 
fecret  projedl,  of-  reviving  the  ancient  worihip  of  the  Gods  ''. 
Thefe  idols  were  crumbled  into  duft:  and  the  mythology  which 
had  once  been  the  creed  of  nations,  was  fo  uniA^erially  diibe- 
lieved,  that  it  might  be  employed  without  fcandal,  or  at  leaft 
without  fufpicion,  by  Chriftian  poets  ''.  Yet  the  veftiges  of  fuper- 
ilition  were  not  abfolutely  obliterated,  and  the  feftival  of  the  Luper- 
calia,  whole  origin  had  preceded  the  foundation  of  Rome,  was  ftill 
celebrated  under  the  reign  of  Anthemius.  The  favage  and  fimple 
rites  were  expreffive  of  an  early  ftate  of  fociety  before  the  invention 
of  arts  and  agriculture.  The  ruftic  deities  who  prefided  over  the 
toils  and  pleafures  of  the  paftoral  life,  Pan,  Faunus,  and  their  train 
of  fatyrs,  were  fuch  as  the  fancy  of  ihepherds  might  create,  fportive, 

Theophilus,  obtained  penniiTion  to- purchafe  '^  Damarcius,  in  the  life  of  the  philofo- 
the  ground;  and  ended  his  days  in  a  mona-  pher  liidore,  apiid  Photium,  p.  lo.jp.  Da- 
fiery  which  he  founded  on  that  delightful  mafcrus,  who  lived  under  Jullinian,  com- 
fpot.  Ducange,  Conilantinopolis  Chriftiana,  pofed  another  work,  coniilling  of  570  prx- 
p.  117.  15Z.  ternatural   ftories  of  ibuls,  dvmons,  appari- 

'■'  Papa   Hllanis  .   .   .    apud    beatum    Pe-  tions,  the  dotage  of  Platonic  Paganifm. 
trum   Aportohiin,   palam   nc    id    ficrct    clara         "  In  the  poetical  works  of  Sidonius,  which 

voce  conftrinxit,   in   tantum  ut  non  ea  faci-  he  afterwards   condemned  (1.   ix.  epift.   i6. 

enda  cum  interpofitione  juramenti  idem  pro-  p.  285..),  the  fabulous  deities  are  the   prin- 

mitteret  Imperator.     Gelafius  Epiftol.  ad  An-  cipal  adors.     If  Jerom  was  fcourgcd  by  the 

dronicum,   apud  Baron.  A.  D     467.  N°  3.  angels  for  only  reading  Virgil  ;  the  bilbop  of 

'J'he  cardinal  obferves,  with  fome  compla-  Clermont,  for  fuch  a  vile  imitation,  dcfcrvcd 

cency,  that  it  was  much  eafier  to  plant  he-  an  additional  whipping  from  the  mufes. 
jciies  at  Conllantinoplc,  than  at  Rome. 

g  petulant. 
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petulant,  and  lafclvious;  whofe  power  was  limited,  and  w^hofe  ma-  ^νχχγ/'' 
lice  was  inoiFenfive.  A  goat  was  the  offering  the  beil  adapted  to  ' — ^ — ' 
their  charader  and  attributes  ;  the  fleih  of  the  vidlim  was  roafted  on 
willow  fpits ;  and  the  riotous  youths,  who  crowded  to  the  feaft,  ran 
naked  about  the  fields,  with  leather  thongs  in  their  hands,  communi- 
cating, as  it  was  fi.ippoled,  the  bleffing  of  fecundity  to  the  women 
whom  they  touched  ".  The  altar  of  Pan  was  ereGcd,  perhaps  by 
Evander  the  Arcadian,  in  a  dark  i-ecefs  in  the  fide  of  the  Palatine- 
hill,  watered  by  a  perpetual  fountain,  and  ihaded  by  an  hanging 
grove.  A  tradition,  that,  in  the  fame  place,  Romulus  and  Remus 
were  fuckled  by  the  wolf,  rendered  it  ftill  more  facred  and  venerable 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Romans ;  and  this  fylvan  φοί  was  gradually  fur- 
xounded  by  the  (lately  edifices  of  the  Forum  ".  After  the  conver- 
fion  of  the  Imperial  city,  the  Chriilians  fl;ill  continued,  in  the  month 
of  February,  the  annual  celebration  of  the  Lupercalia;  to  which 
they  afcribed  a  fecret  and  myfterious  influence  on  the  genial  powers 
of  the  animal  and  vegetable  world.  The  biihops  of  Rome  were  foli- 
citous  to  aboliih  a  profane  cuftom,  fo  repugnant  to  the  fpirit  of 
Chriftianity;  but  their  zeal  w^as  not  fupported  by  the  authority  of  the 
civil  magiftrate:  the  inveterate  abufe  fubfifted  till  the  end  of  the  fifth 
century,  and  pope  Gelafius,  who  purified  the  capital  from  the  lail 
ftain  of  idolatry,  appeafed,  by  a  formal  apology,  the  murmurs  of 
the  fenate  and  people  ". 

'°  Ovid  (Fall.  1.  ii.  267—452.)  has  given  '^  Baronius  publifhcd,  from  the  MSS.  of 

an  amufing  defcription  of  the  follies  of  anti-  the   Vatican,   this  epiftle   of  pope   Gelafius 

quity,  which  ftill   infpired  fo  much  refpeft,  (A.  D.  496.   N°  28—45.),  which  is  entitled 

that    a    grave    magiftrate,    running    naked  Adverfus   Andromachum   Senatorem,    cacte- 

through   the  ftreets,    was    not  an    objeft  of  rofque  Romanes,  qui  Lupercalia  feciiaduia 

nftonifliment  or  laughter.  morem  priftinum  colenda  conftituebant.  Ge- 

"  See  Dionyf  Halicarn.  I.  i.  p.  25.  65.  lafius  always  fuppofes  that  his  adverfaries  are 

edit.    Hudfon.      The  Roman    Antiquaries,  nominal  Chriilians,    and    that   he  way  not 

Donatus,  (1.    ii.    c.    18.    p.   173,   174.  and  yield  to  them  in  abfurd  prejudice,  he  Jm- 

"Nardini  (p.   386,  387.),  have  laboured  to  putes  to  this  harmlefs  feiiival,  all  the  ίβώ- 

afcertain  the  true  fituation  of  the  Lupercal.  mitia  of  the  a^e. 

,Jl)£ij30ri                                                       3  Ρ    2                                                               U 
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Li  all  his  public  declarations,  the  emperor  Leo  affumes  the  autho- 
rity, and  profefles  the  aifedlion,  of  a  fathei•,  for  his  fon  Anthemius, 
with  whom  he  had  divided  the  adminiftration  of  the  univerfe". 
The  fituation,  and  perhaps  the  charafter,  of  Leo,  diiTuaded  him  from 
expofing  his  perfon  to  the  toils  and  dangers  of  an  African  war.  But 
the  powers  of  the  Eaftern  empire  were  ftrenuoully  exerted  to  deliver 
Italy  and  the  Mediterranean  from  the  Vandals ;  and  Genicric,  who 
had  fo  long  opprefled  both  the  land  and  fea,  was  threatened  from 
every  fide  with  a  formidable  invafion.  The  campaign  was  opened 
by  a  bold  and  fuccefsful  enterprife  of  the  proefed:  Heraclius  *^.  The 
troops  of  Egypt,  Thebais,  and  Libya,  were  embarked  under  his 
command  :  and  the  Arabs,  with  a  train  of  horfes  and  camels,  opened 
the  roads  of  the  defert.  Heraclius  landed  on  the  coaft  of  Tripoli, 
furprifed  and  fubdued  the  cities  of  that  province,  and  prepared,  by  a 
laborious  march,  w^hich  Cato  had  formerly  executed  ^\  to  join  the 
Imperial  army  under  the  walls  of  Carthage.  The  intelligence,  of  this 
lofs  extorted  from  Genferic,  fome  infidious  and  ineffedtual  propofitions 
of  peace :  but  he  was  ilill  more  ferioufly  alanmed  by  the  reconcilia- 
tion of  Marcellinus  with  the  two  empires.  The  independent  patri- 
cian had  been  perfuaded  to  acknowledge  the  legitimate  title  of  An- 
themius, whom  he  accompanied  in  his  journey  to  Rome  ;  the  Dal^ 


"  Itaque  nos  quibus  totius  mundi  regi- 
men commifit  fuperna  piovifio  ....  Pius 
ft  triumphator  femper  Auguftus  filius  nofter 
•Anthemius,  licet  Divip.a  Majeftas  et  noilra 
creatio  pietati  ejus  plenam  Imperii  commi- 
fcrit  potertatem,  &c.  .  .  .  Such  is  the  dig- 
nified ftyle  of  Leo,  whom  Anthemius  re- 
fpeftfully  names,  Dominus  et  Pater  meus 
Princeps  facratiiTimus  Leo.  See  Novell.  An- 
them, tit.  ii,  iii.  p.  38.  ad  calcem.  Cod. 
Theod. 

'••■  The^expedition  of  Heraclius  is  clouded 
with  difficulties  (Tillemont,  Hift.  des  Empe- 
reurs,  torn.  vi.  p.  640.),  audit  requires  fome 
dexterity  to  ufc  the  circumllances  afforded 


by  Theophanes,  without  injury  to  the  more 
refpeilable  evidence  of  Procopius. 

^*  The  march  of  Cato  from  Berenice,  ia 
the  province  of  Cyrene,  was  much  longer 
than  that  of  Heraclius  from  Tripoli.  He 
parted  the  deep  fandy  defert  in  thirty  days, 
and  it  was  found  neceiTary  to  provide,  be- 
fides  the  ordinary  fupplies,  a  great  numbtr 
of  ikiiis  filled  with  water,  and  fcveral  PjjU'y 
who  were  fuppofed  to  poflefs  the  art  of  fuck- 
ing the  wounds  which  had  been  made  by  the 
ferpents  of  their  native  country.  See  Plu- 
tarch in  Caton.  Uticens,  torn.  iv.  p.  275.. 
Strabon.  Gcograph.  1.  xvii.  p.  1193. 

matian 
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matlan  fleet  was  received  into  the  harbours  of  Italy  ;  the  adive  valour  ^^  J"^• 
of  Marcellinus  expelled  the  Vandals  from  the  iiland  of  Sardinia  ;  «- — ^ — -^ 
and  the  knguid  efforts  of  the  Weft  added  fome  weight  to  the  im- 
menfe  preparations  of  the  Eaftern  Romans.  The  expence  of  the 
naval  armament,  Avhich  Leo  fent  againft  the  Vandals,  has  been 
diftindly  afcertained ;  and  the  curious  and  inftrudive  account  dif- 
plays  the  wealth  of  the  declining  empire.  The  royal  demefnes,  or 
private  patrimony  of  the  prince,  fupplied  feventeen  thoufand  pounds 
of  gold ;  forty-feven  thoufand  pounds  of  gold,  and  feven  hundred 
thoufand  of  filver,  were  levied  and  paid  into  the  treafury  by  the 
Prstorian  prsefeils.  But  the  cities  were  reduced  to  extreme  poverty ; 
and  the  diligent  calculation  of  fines  and  forfeitures,  as  a  A'-aluable 
objeft  of  the  revenue,  does  not  fuggeft  the  idea  of  a  juft,  or  merciful^ 
adminiftration.  The  whole  expence,  by  whatfoever  means  it  was 
defrayed,  of  the  African  campaign,  amounted  to  the  fum  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds  of  gold,  about  five  millions  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  at  a  time  when  the  value  of  money- 
appears,  from  the  comparative  price  of  corn,  to  have  been  fomewhat 
higher  than  in  the  prefent  age  '*.  The  fleet  that  failed  from  Con- 
fl:antinople  to  Carthage,  confifted  of  eleven  hundred  and  thirteen 
ihips,  and  the  number  of  foldiers  and  mariners  exceeded  one  hundred 
thoufand  men.  Bafilifcus,  the  brother  of  the  emprefs  Vorina,  was 
entrufted  with  this  important  command.  His  fifter,  the  wife  of 
Leo,  had  exaggerated  the  merit  of  his  former  exploits  againft  the 
Scythians.  But  the  difcovery  of  his  guilt,  or  incapacity,  was  re- 
ferved  for  the  African  war ;  and  his  friends  could  only  fave  his  mi- 

**  The  principal   fum   is  clearly  exprelT-  certain,  and  lefs  important.     The  hiftorian 

ed    by  Procopius    (de   Bell.    Vandal.    1.   i.  Malchus  laments  the  publfc  mifery  (Excerpt, 

c.   vi.  ■  p.    191.);     the     imaller    conftituent  ex   Suida  in  Corp.  Hiit.   Byzant.    p.   58.);. 

parts,    which    Tillemont    (Hift.   des  Empe-  but  he  is  furely  unjuft,  when  he  charges  Leo 

reurs,  torn.  vi.  p.  396.)  has  laborioufiy  col-  with  hoarding  the  treafures  which  he  extort- 

leiled  from  the  Byzantine  writers,  are  lefs  ed  from  the  people. 

3  litary 
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litary  reputation,  by  aflerting,  that  he  had  confpired  with  Afpar  to 
fpare  Genferic,  and  to  betray  the  laft  hope  of  the  Weftern  empire. 

Experience  has  ihewn,  that  the  fuccefs  of  an  invader  moil  com- 
monly depends  on  the  vigour  and  celerity  of  his  operations.  The 
ilrength  and  Iharpnefs  of  the  firft  imprefTion  are  blunted  by  delay ; 
.the  health  and  fpirit  of  the  troops  infenfibly  languifli  in  a  diilant  cli- 
niate ;  the  naval  and  military  foixe,  a  mighty  effort  which  perhaps 
■can  never  be  repeated,  is  filently  confumed  ;  and  eveiy  hour  that  is 
wafted  in  negociation,  accuftoms  the  enemy  to  contemplate  and  ex- 
amine thofe  hoftile  terrors,  which,  on  their  firft  appearance,  he 
deemed  irrefiftible.  The  formidable  navy  of  Bafillfcus  purfued  its 
profperous  navigation  from  the  Thracian  Bofphorus  to  the  coaft  of 
Africa.  He  landed  his  troops  at  Cape  Bona,  or  the  promontory  of 
Mercuiy,  about  forty  miles  from  Carthage  '\  The  army  of  Hera- 
clius,  and  the  fleet  of  Marcellinus,  either  joined  or  feconded  the 
Imperial  lieutenant ;  and  the  Vandals,  who  oppofed  his  progrefsby 
fea  or  land,  were  fucceifively  vanquiflied ''.  If  Bafilifcus  had  feized 
the  moment  of  confternation,  and  boldly  advanced  to  the  capital, 
Carthage  muft  have  furrendered,  and  the  kingdom  of  the  Vandals 
was  extinguifhed.  Genferic  beheld  the  danger  with  firmnefs,  and 
eluded  it  wath  his  veteran  dexterity.  He  protefted,  in  the  moft  re- 
fpedtful  language,  that  he  was  ready  to  fubmit  his  perfon,  and  his 
dominions,  to  the  will  of  the  emperor ;  but  he  rcquefted  a  truce  of 
five  days  to  regulate  the  terms  of  his  fubmiflion ;  and  it  was  univer- 
fally  believed,  that  his  fecret  liberality  contributed  ίο  the  fuccefs  of 
this  public  negociation.     Inftead  of  obftinatcly  refufmg  whatever  in- 

"  This  promontory  is  forty  miles  from  '^  Theophanes  (p.  too.)  affirrii's  that  ma- 
Carthage  (Procop.  l.i.  c.  6.  p.  192•)•  3""^  ny  Ihips  of  the  Vandals  were  funk.  The  afler- 
twcnty  leagues  from  Sicily  (Shaw's  Travels,  tion  ofjornandes  (de  Succeilione  Rcgn.),  .that 
p.  89.).  Scipio  landed  farther  in  the  bay,  Bafilifcus  attacked  Carthage,  muil  be  under- 
at  the  fair  promontory  ;  fee  the  animated  ftood  in  a  very  qualified  fenfe. 
defcrijition  of  Livy,  xxix.  26,  27. 

dulgence 
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dulgence  his  enemy  fo  earneilly  foliclted,  the  guilty,  or  the  credu- 
lous, Bafilifcus  confented  to  the  fatal  truce ;  and  his  imprudent  fe- 
curity  feemed  to  proclaim,  that  he  already  confidered  himfelf  as  the 
conqueror  of  Africa.  During  this  ihort  interval,  the  wind  became 
favourable  to  the  defigns  of  Genferic.  He  manned  his  largefl:  fhips 
of  war  with  the  braveft  of  the  Moors  and  Vandals ;  and  they  towed 
after  them  many  large  barks,  filled  with  combuilible  materials.  In 
the  obfcurity  of  the  night,  thefe  deftrudive  veifels,  were  impelled 
againft  the  unguarded  and  unfufpedling  fleet  of  the  Romans,  who 
were  awakened  by  the  fenfe  of  their  inftant  danger.  Their  clofe. 
and  crowded  order  affifted  the  progrefs  of  the  fire,  which  was  com- 
municated with  rapid  and  irrefiftible.  violence  ;  and  the  noife  of  the 
wind,  the  crackling  of  the  flames,  the  diflOnant  cries  of  the  foldiers 
and  mariners,  who  could  neither  command,  nor  obey,  increafed  the 
horror  of  the  nodurnal  tumult.  Whilft  they  laboured  to  extricate 
themfelves  from  the  fire-ihips,  and  to  fave  at  leaft  a  part  of  the  navy, 
the  gallies  of  Genferic  aflaulted  them  with  temperate  and  difciplined 
valour  ;  and  many  of  the  Romans,  who  cfcaped  the  fury  of  the  flames^ 
were  deftroyed  or  taken  by  the  vidorious  Vandals.  Among  the 
events  of  that  difaftrous  night,  the  heroic,  or  rather  defperate,  cou- 
rage of  John,  one  of  the  principal  officers  of  Bafilifcus,  has  refcued 
his  name  from  oblivion.  When  the  ihip,.  which  he  had  bravely 
defended,  was  almoft  confumed,  he  threw  himfelf  in  his  armour  into, 
the  fea,  difdainfuUy  rejedled  the  efteem  and  pity  of  Genfo,  the  fon 
ef  Genferic,  who  prefl^d  him  to  accept  honourable  quarter,  and  funk 
Under  the  waves ;  exclaiming  with  his  lafl;  breath,  that  he  would 
never  fall  alive  into  the  hands  of  thofe  impious  dogs.  Aduated  by^ 
a  far  different  fpirit,  Bafilifcus,  whofe  ftation  was  the  mofl:  remote 
from  danger,  difgracefully  fled  in  the  beginning  of  the  engagement, 
returned  to  Conftantinople  with  the  lofs  of  more  than  half  of  his 
fleet  and  army,^  and  iheltered  his  guilty  head  ia  the  fanduary  of  St^ 

Sophia  J 
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CHAP.    Sophia,  till  his  fifter,  by  her  tears  and  entreaties,  could  obtain  his 


~/    pardon  from  the  indignant  emperor.     Heraclius  efteoted  his  retreat 
through  the  defert ;   Marcellinus  retired  to  Sicily,  where  he  was  af- 
faflinated,  perhaps  at  the  inftigation  of  Ricimer,  by  one  of  his  own 
captains ;  and  the  king  of  the  Vandals  expreffed  his  furprife  and  fai- 
tisfadion,  that  the  Romans  themfelves  fhould  remoA'e  from  the  world 
his  moil  formidable  antagonifts  '".     After  the  failure  of  this  great  ex- 
pedition, Genferic  again  became  the  tyrant  of  the  fea  :  the  coafts  of 
Italy,  Greece,   and  Afia,    were  again  expofed   to   his  revenge  and 
avarice ;    Tripoli  and  Sardinia  returned  to  his  obedience ;    he  added 
A.  D.  477.     Sicily  to  the  number  of  his  provinces  ;  and,  before  he  died,  in  the 
fulnefs  of  years  and  of  glory,  he  beheld  the  final  extindlion  of  the 
empire  of  the  Weft '°. 
Conquefts  of    .  During  his  long  and  aftive  reign,  the  African  monarch  had  ftu- 
iti^Spaiif  °and  diouily  cultivated  the  friendlhip  of  the  Barbarians  of  Europe,  whofe 
A*d'  462—  ^rms  he  might  employ  in  a  feafonable  and  efFedual  diverfion  againft 
472•  the  two  empires.     After  the  death  of  Attila,  he  renewed  his  alliance 

with  the  Vifigoths  of  Gaul ;  and  the  fons  of  the  elder  Theodoric, 
who  fucceffively  reigned  over  that  warlike  nation,  were  eafily  per- 
fuaded,  by  the  fenfe  of  intereft,  to  forget  the  cruel  affront  which 
Genferic  had  inflided  on  their  fifter  ".  The  death  of  the  emperor 
Majorian  delivered  Theodoric  the  fecond  from  the  reftraint  of  fear,  and 
perhaps  of  honour ;  he  Λdolated  his  recent  treaty  with  the  Romans ; 

*'    Dam.ifcius  in  Vit.  Ifidor.  apud  Phot.  p.  497.)   has  made  a  judicious  obfervation  on 

p.  1048.     It  will  appear,   by  comparint^  the  the  failure  of  thefe  great  naval  armaments, 
three  fliort  chronicles  of  the  times,  that  Mar-         »'   Jornandes  is  our  beft  guide  through  the 

cellinus  had  fought  near  Carthage,  and  was  rsigns  of  Theodoric  11.  and  Euric  (de  Rebus 

killed  in  Sicily.  Geticis,    c.  44,  45,  46,  47.    p.  675  — 681.). 

9"  For  the  African  war,  fee  Procopius  Idatius  ends  too  foon,  and  Ifidore  is  too 
(de  Bell.  Vaudal.  I.  i.  ς.  6.  p.  191,  igz,  fparing  of  the  information  which  lie  might 
193.),  Theophanes  (p.  99,  100,  loi.),  Ce-  have  given  on  the  affairs  of  Spain.  Tlie 
drenus  (p.  349,  350.  >,  and  Zcnaras  (torn.  ii.  events  that  relate  to  Gaul  are  laboriouily  il- 
1.  xiv.  p.  50,  51.).  IVIontefquieu  (Confide-  hilhated  in  the  third  book  of  the  Abbe  Du- 
rations fur  la  Grandeur,  Sec,  c.  xx.  torn.,  iii.  bos,  Hill.  Critique,    tom.  i.  p.  424—620. 

and 
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and  the  ample  territory  of  Narbonne,  which  he  firmly  united  to  his  ^χίίγγΛ 
dominions,  became  the  immediate  reward  of  his  perfidy.  The  felfifli  v_-^,- — t 
policy  of  Ricimer  encouraged  him  to  invade  the  provinces  which  were 
in  the  poifeffion  of  iEgidius,  hir,  rival ;  but  the  adive  count,  by  the 
defence  of  Aries,  and  the  vidory  of  Orleans,  faved  Gaul,  and 
checked,  during  his  lifetime,  the  progrefs  of  the  Vifigoths.  Their 
ambition  was  foon  rekindled  ;  and  the  defign  of  extinguifliing  the 
Roman  empire  in  Spain  and  Gaul,  was  conceived,  and  almoft  com- 
pleted, in  the  reign  of  Euric,  who  aflliffinated  his  brother  Theodoric^ 
and  difplayed,  with  a  more  favage  temper,  fuperior  abilities,  both  ia 
peace  and  war.  He  pafled  the  Pyrenees  at  the  head  of  a  numerous 
army,  fubdued  the  cities  of  Saragoifa  and  Pampeluna,  vanquiihed 
in  battle  the  martial  nobles  of  the  Tarragonefe  province,  carried  his 
victorious  arms  into  the  heart  of  Lufitania,  and  permitted  the  Suevi 
to  hold  the  kingdom  of  Gallicia  under  the  Gothic  monarchy  of 
Spain ''.  The  eiforts  of  Euric  were  not  leis  vigorous,  or  lels  fuc- 
cefsful,  in  Gaul ;  and  throughout  the  country  that  extends  from 
the  Pyrenees  to  the  Rhone  and  the  Loire,  Berry,  and  Auvergne, 
were  the  only  cities,  or  diocefes,  which  refufed  to  acknowledge  him 
as  their  mafter ''.  In  the  defence  of  Clermont,  their  principal  town, 
the  inhabitants  of  Auvergne  fuftained,  with  inflexible  refolution,  the 
miferies  of  war,  peftilence,  and  famine ;  and  the  Vifigoths,  relin- 
quifliing  the  fruitlefs  fiege,  fufpended  the  hopes  of  that  important 
conqueft.  The  youth  of  the  province  were  animated  by  the  heroic, 
and  almoft  incredible,  valour  of  Ecdicius,  the  fon  of  the  emperor 
Avitus  '*,  who  made  a  defperate  fally  with  only  eigh'teen  horfemen, 

'*   See  Mariana,    ΗϊΛ.  Hiipan.    tom.   i.  the  fate  of  his  countr)•.     See  1.  v.  epift.  i. 

1.  V.  c.  5.  p.  162.  5•  9.  -^c. 

„,    Λ      •  r  ο     ,  •   •     1       •η  f         '■*    Sidonius,  1.  iii.    epift.   •».    p.  6r  — 68 

'^  An  impcrieil,  but  original,  pidture  ot  „         ,„  ...  ^    .-"'..   -" 

'  .  (jreg.   Turon.  J.  ii.  c.  z/l.  in  tom.  n.  p.  174 

Gaal,  more  efpeciaily  of  Auvergne,  isftewn  jo,.„3ndes,  c.  45.  p.  675.     Perhaps  Ecdicius 

by  Sidonius;    who,  as  a  fenator,  and  after-  ^^^s  only  the  fo.n-in-law  of  Avitus,  his  wiie's 

wards  as  a  bifhop,  was  deeply  interelled  in  fon  by  another  huibaad. 

VoL.III.  3  Q^  ijoldljr 
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C  Η  A  Ψ.  boldly  attacked  the  Gothic  army,  and,  after  maiutaining  a  flying, 
V— -NT— '  fltirmiih,  retired  fafe  and  vidorious  within  the  walls  of  Clermont. 
His  charity  was  equal  to  his  courage :  in  a  time  of  extreme  fcarcity^ 
four  thoufand  poor  were  fed  at  his  expcnce ;  and  his  private  in- 
fluence levied  an  army  of  Burgundians  for  the  deliverance  of  Au- 
vergne.  From  bis  virtues  alone  the  faithful  citizens  of  Gaul  derived 
any  hopes  of  fafety  or  freedom  ;  and  even  inch  virtues  were  infuffi- 
cient  to  avert  the  impending  ruin  of  theix  countiy,  fmce  they  were 
anxious  to  learn  from  his  authority  and  example,  whether  they  ihould. 
prefer  the  alternative  of  exile,  or  fervitude  ".  The  public  confidence 
was  loft  5  the  refomxes  of  the  ftate  were  exhauiled  j  and  the  Gauls 
had  too  much  reafon  to  believe,  that  Anthemius^  who  reigned  in 
Italy,  was  incapable  of  protedling  his  diftreiTed  fubjefts  beyond  the 
Alps.  The  feeble  emperor  could  only  procure  for  their  defence  the 
fervice  of  twelve  thoufand  Britiih  auxiliaries.  Riothamus,  one  of 
the  independent  kings,  or  chieftains,  of  the  ifland,.  was  perfuaded  to 
tranfport  his  troops  to  the  continent  of  Gaul :  h^  failed  up  the  Loire, 
and  eftabliflied  his  quarters  in  Berry,  where  the  people  complained 
of  thefe  oppreffive  allies,  till  they  were  deftroyed,  or  difperfed,  by 
the  arms  of  the  Vifigoths  '*. 
Trial  of  Ar-  ■  One  of  the  laft  adts  of  jurifdi£lion,  which  the  Roman  fenate  exer- 
A-"d!^^6s.  clfed  over  their  fubjeits  of  Gaul,  was  the  trial  and  condemnation  of 
■Arvandus,  the  Prstorian  prsefedl.  Sidoniu«,,  who  rejoices  that  he 
lived  under  a  reign  in  which  he  might  pity  and  aifift  a  ftate-crimi- 
nal^  has  exprcffcd,  with  tendernefs  and  freedom,   the  faults  of  his. 

''  Si  null»  a  republica  vires,  nulla  prscfi-        '*   The  hiilory  of  thefe  Britons  may  be 

dia,  fi  nulls,  quantum  rumor  eft,  Anthemii  traced  in  Jornandes  (c.  45.   p.  678.).    Side- 

principisopos.ftatuit,  te  auaore,  nobilitas  feu  "'"*  ('•  "'•  ^P'^°^•  9-  P-73.  74•)'  a"J  Gre- 

j-    .  ,-  •,,       /cj        1    ■•  £ory  of  Tours  (1.  i?.    c.  18.  in   torn.  ii.    p. 

patnam  dimittere  feu  capillos   (bidon.  i- n.  °    \      ^. ,     .^  ,    .     „  ,       ,    ,  ' 

.„  ,        .  ,  '70•;•    Sidonius  (who  ftyles  thefe  mercenaiy 

ep.ft.  I.  p.  33.).     The  laft  words  (S.rmond  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^    _,,._^^^^^^    tumultuofcs.  vir- 

Not.  p.  25.)  may  likewife  denote  the  clerical  j^^.^  numero,  contubcrnio,  contumaces)  ad- 

tonfure,  which  was  indeed  the  choice  of  Si-  dreflcs  their  general  in  a  tone  of  friendlhip 

donius  hirofclf,  and  familiarity. 

indifcreet 
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iiidifcreet  and  unfortunate  friend '',     From  the  perils  wJiich  he  had    CHAP. 

XXXVL 
efcaped,    Arvandus   imbibed   confidence  rather   than  wifdom ;    and    w-v i 

fuch  was  the  various,  though  uniform,  imprudence  of  his  behaviour, 

that  his  profperity  muft  appear  much  more  furprifing  than  his  down- 

fal.      The  fecond  prasfeilure,  which  he  obtained  within  the  term  of 

five  years,  aboliflied  the  merit  and  popularity  of  his  preceding  ad- 

miniftration.     His  eafy  temper  was  corrupted  by  flattery,  and  ex- 

afperated  by  oppofition ;    he  was  forced  to  fatisfy  his  importunate 

creditors  with  the  fporls  of  the  province ;    his  capricious  infolence 

offended  the  nobles  of  Gaul,  and  he  fiuik  under  the  weight  of  the 

public  hatred.     The  mandate  of  his  difgrace  fummoned  him  to  juftify 

his  condudt  before  the  femUe  ;  and  he  paffed  the  fea  of  Tufcany  with 

a  favourable  windj  the  prefige,  as  he  vainly  imagined,  of  his  future 

fortunes.     A  decent  refped:  was  ftill  obferved  for  the  Ρτ,φΒοήαη 

rank ;  and  on  his  arrival  at  Rome,  Arvandus  was  committed  to  the 

hofpitality,  rather  than  to  the  cuftody,  of  Flavins  Afellus,  the  count 

of  the  facred  largeffes,  who  refided  in  the  Capitol  ^^.    He  was  eagerly 

purfued  by  his  accufers,  the  four  deputies  of  Gaul,   who  were  all 

diftinguiihed  by  their  birth,  their  dignities,  or  their  eloquence.     In 

t'he  name  of  a  gi-eat  province,  and  according  to  the  forms  of  Roman 

jurifprudence,  they  inftitutcd  a  civil  and  criminal  adion,  requiring 

fuch  i-eftitution  as  might  compenfite  the  loffes  of  individuals,  and 

iuch  punifhment   as  might  fatisfy  the  juitice  of  the  ftate.     Their 

charges  of  corrupt  oppi-elfion  were  numerous  and  weighty  ;  but  they 

placed  their  fecret  dependence  on  a  letter,  which  they  had  intercepted, 

and  which  tiiey  could  prove,  by  the  evidence  of  his  fecretary,  to 

s'  See  Sidoniuf,  l.J.  epift.7.  p.  15— io,         "  When  the  Capitol  ceafed  to  be  a  temple, 

with  Sirmond's  noier.     This  letter  does  ho-  it  was  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the   civil 

nour  to  his  heart,  as  well  as  to  his  under-  magiftrate  ;  and  it  i•- ftiil  the  relldecce  of  the 

llauJing.     The  profe  of  Sidonius,-  however  Roman   fenator.     The  jewellers,  &c.   might 

vitiated  by  a  falfe  and  affedled  taKe,  is  much  be  allowed  to  expofe  their  precious  wares  in 

.fuptrior  to  bis  ixifjpid  verfes.  the  porticoes. 

-3  0^2  have 
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CHAP.  ]^ave  been  didated  by  Arvandus  himfelf.  The  author  of  thislettei" 
v.. — , — J  feemed  to  diffuadc  the  king  of  the  Goths  from  a  peace  with  the  Greek 
emperor :  he  fuggefted  the  attack  of  the  Britons  on  the  Loire ;  and 
he  recommended  a  divifion  of  Gaul,  according  to  the  law  of  nations, 
between  the  Vifigoths  and  the  Burgundians "'.  Thefe  pernicious 
fchemes,  which  a  friend  could  only  palliafe  by  the  reproaches  of 
vanity  and  indifcretion,  Avcre  fufceptihle  of  a  treafonable  inteipreta- 
tion  ;  and  the  deputies  had  artfully  refolved,  not  to  produce  their 
moft  formidable  weapons  till  the  decifive  moment  of  the  conteil. 
But  their  intentions  were  difcovered  by  the  zeal  of  Sidonius.  He 
immediately  apprifed  the  unfufpefting  criminal  of  his  danger ;  and 
fmcerely  lamented,  MUthout  any  mixture  of  anger,  the  haughty  pre- 
fumptiou  of  Arvandus,  who  rejedletl,  and  even  refented,  the  lalutary 
advice  of  his  friends.  Ignorant  of  his  real  fituation,  Ai-vandus 
ihcwed  himfelf  in  the  Capitol  in  the  white  robe  of  a  candidate,  ac- 
cepted indifcrlminate  fakitations  and  offers  of  fervice,  examined 
the  fliops  of  the  merchants,  the  filks  and  gems,  fometimes  with  tha 
indifference  of  a  fpedator,  and  fometimes  xAUv  the  attention  of  α 
purchafer  ;  and  complained  of  the  times,  of  the  fenate,  of  the  prince^ 
and  of  the  delays  of  juftice.  His  complaints  were  foon  removed; 
An  early  day  was  fixed  for  his  trial  ;  and  Arvandus  appeared,  with 
his  accufers,  before  a  numerous  affembly  of  the  Roman  fenate.  The 
mournful  garb,  which  they  affeded,  excited  the  compaffion  of  the 
judges,  who  were  fcandalized  by  the  gay  and  fplendid  drefs  of  their 
adverfary ;  and  when  the  prxfed  Arvandus,  with  the  firft  of  the 
Gallic  deputies,  were  diredled  to  take  their  places  on  the  fenatorial 
benches,  the  fame  contraft  of  pride  and  modefty  was  obferved  in 
their  behaviour.  In  this  memorable  judgment,  which  prefentcd  a 
lively  image  of  the  old  republic,  the  Gauls  expofed,  with  force  and 

s'  Haec  ad  regem  Gothorum,  charta  vide-  pngnari  opportere  dcinonftrans,  cum  Bur- 
batur  emitti,  pacem  cum  Grasco  Imperator?  gundionibus  jure  gentium  GaJlias  dividi  de- 
diiuiadens,  Britannos  fuper  Ligerim  litos  im-     here  confirmans. 

8  freedom. 
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freecTom,  the  grievances  of  the  province ;    and  as  foon  as  the  minds    ^^^Λ/' 

of  the  audience  were  fufficiently  inflamed,    they  recited  the  fatal    ' v— ~-/ 

epiille.  The  obftinacy  of  Arvandus  was  founded  on  the  ftrange  fup- 
pofition,  that  a  fubjedl  could  not  be  convidled  of  treafon,  unlefs  lie 
had  adlually  confpired  to  afiume  the  purple.  As  the  paper  was  read,, 
he  repeatedly,  and  with  a  loud  voice,  ackno'.vlcdged  it  for  his  ge- 
nuine compofition ;  and  his  ailoniihmeat  was  equal  to  his  difmay,. 
when  the,  unanimous  voice  of  the  fenate  declared  him  guilty  of  a  ca- 
pital offence.  By  their  decree,  he  was  degraded  from  the  rank  of  a. 
proefeit  to  the  obfcure  condition  of  a  plebeian,  and  ignominiouily- 
dragged  by  fervile  hands  to  the  public  prifon.  After  a  fortnight's• 
adjournment,  the  fenate.  was  again  convened  to  pronounce  the  fen- 
tence  of  his  death ::  but  while  he  expedled,  in  the  ifland  of  JEfcuIa— 
pius,  the  expiration  of  the  thirty  days  allowed  by  an  ancient  law  to• 
the  vileft  malefidors  '°°,  his  friends  interpofed,  the  emperor  Anthe— 
mius  relented,  and  the  prxfed  of  Gaul  obtained  the  milder  punifli- 
ment  of  exile  and  confifcation.  The  faults  of  Arvandus  might  de- 
ferve  compaihon  ;  but  the.  impunity  of  Seronatus  accufed  the.juftica; 
of  the  republic,  till  he  was  condemned,  and  executed,  on  the  com- 
plaint of  the  people  of  Auvergne.  That  flagitious  minifter,  the 
Catiline  of  his  age  and  country,  held  a  fecret  correfpondence  v/itk 
the  Vifigoths,  to  betray  the  province  which  he  opprefl^ed :  his  in— 
duilry  was  continually  exercifed  in  the  difcovery  of  new  taxes  and- 
©bfolete  offences ;  and  his  extravagant  vices  would  have  infpired. 
contempt,  if  they  had  nr,t  excited  fear  and  abhorrence  '°\ 

Such  criminals  were  not  beyond  the  reach  of  jufl:ice ;    but,  what-  Dlfcord  of 
ever  might  be  the  guilt  of  Ricimer,.that  powerful  Barbarian  was  able 


Anthemius 
and  Ricime 
A.  D,  471. 


""    Sencaufconfultum  Tiierianum-  {Sirmond  epiil.  i.    p.   33.;    1.  v.    epift.  13.    p.  J43.; 

Not.  p.  17.);  but  that  law  allowed  only  ten  1.  vii.    epilh   7.    p.  185.      He  e.vecrates   the 

days   between   the   fentence  and  execution  :  crimes,    and    applauds    the   punilhinent,    of 

the  remainiffg  twenty  were  added  in  the  reign  Seronatus,  perhaps  with  tlie  indignation  of  a . 

of  Theodofius.  virtuous  citizen,  perhaps  v/ith  the  refentir.ent  ; 

'°'  Catilina  feculi  noftri.     Sidonius,  I.  ii.  o£  a  perfonal  enemy, 

to. 
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c  Η  A  P.    to  contend  or  to  negoclate•  with  the  prince,  whofe  alliance  he•  had 

» ^- — '    condefcended  to  accept.     The  peaceful  and  profperous  reign  which 

Anthemius  had  promifed  to  the  Weft,  was  foon  clouded  by  raisfor- 
^tune  and  difcord.  Ricimer,  apprehenfive,  or  impatient,  of  a  fupe- 
rior,  retired  from  Rome,  and  fixed  his  refidence  at  Milan ;  an  ad- 
vantageous fituation,  either  to  invite,  or  to  repel,  the  warlike  trllaes 
that  were  feated  between  the  Alps  and  the  Danube  '"\  Italy  was  gi-a- 
dually  divided  into  two  independent  and  hoftile  kingdoms ;  and  the 
nobles  of  Liguria,  who  trembled  at  the  near  approach  of  a  civil  war, 
rfell  proftrate  at  the  feet  of  the  patrician,  and  conjui-ed  him  to  fpare 
their  unhappy  country.  "  For  my  own  part,"  replied  Ricimer,  in 
a  tone  of  infolent  moderation,  *'  I  am  ftill  inclined  to  embrace  the 
*'  friendihip  of  the  Galatian  '"' ;  but  who  will  undertake  to  appeafe 
"  his  anger,  or  to  mitigate  the  pride,  which  always  rifes  in  propor- 
*'  tlon  to  our  fubmiffion  ?"  They  informed  him,  that  Epiphanius, 
biihop  of  Pavia '"'',  united  the  wifdom  of  the  ferpent  with  the  inno- 
cence of  the  dove ;  and  appeared  confident,  that  the  eloquence  of 
fuch  an  ambaiTador  muft  prev^ail  againft  the  ftrongeft  oppofition, 
either  of  intereft  or  pailion.  Their  recommendation  was  approved  ; 
and  Epiphanius,  afluming  the  benevolent  office  of  mediation,  pro- 
ceeded without  delay  to  Rome,  where  he  was  received  with  the  ho- 
nours due  to  his  merit  and  reputation.  The  oration  of  a  bifliop  iii 
favour  of  peace,  may  be  eafily  fuppofed  :  he  argued,  that,  in  all  pof- 

■ '°'    Ricimer,   under  the   reiga  of  Anthc-  were  fuppofed  to  unite  tlie  vices  of  a  favage, 

TTiius,  defeated  and   flew  in  battle  Beorgor,  and  a  corni'^ited,  people, 
kingofthe  Alani  (Joniandci,  c.  45.  p.  U78.).         '"+  Epiphanius  was  t'lirty  years  biihop  of 

His  fifter  had  married  ihe  king  of  the  Bur-  Pavia    (Λ.  D.  467  —  497;    fee   Tilleniont, 

•jundians,    and  he   maintained   an   intimate  Mem^  Ecclef.  torn.  xvi.  p.  788.).     His  nam* 

conniption  with  the  Suevic  colony  eilabliihed  and  aliens  would  have  been   unknown   to 

in  Pannonia  andNcricum.  pofterity,  if  Ennodius,  one  of  his  fucce/Tors, 

■'°'    Gr.Iatain'  concitatum.      Sirmond   (in  had  not  written  his  life   (Sirmond,  Opera, 

'his  notes  to  Er.nodiu^)  applies  this  appella-  torn.  i.   1647—1692.);    in  which  he  repre- 

tion  to   Anthemius  himfelf.     The  emperor  fents  him  as  one  of  the  g:-«atcft  ^Jiaradlers  of 

was  probably  born  in  the  province  of  Gala-  the  age. 
ih,  whofe  inhabita.its,  tiie  Gallo-Greciaiis, 

;fible 
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fible  circumilances,   the  fomvenefs  of  injuries  muft  be  an  ad  of    C  Η  A  P. 
,                                                          ,                          ,               XXaVI. 
mercy,  or  magaanimity,  or  prudence  ;  and  he  ferioufly  admoaifhed    ' 7 ', 

the  emperor  to  avoid  a  conteft  with  a  fierce  Barbarian,  which  might 

be  fatal  to  himfelf,  and  muft  be  ruinous  to  his  dominions.     Anthe- 

mius  acknowledged  the  truth  of  his  maxims  ;    but  he  deeply  felt, 

with  grief  and  indignation,  the  behaviour  of  Ricimer  ;  and  his  paf- 

fion  gave  eloquence  and  energy  to  his  difcourfe.     "  What  favours," 

he  warmly  exclaimed,   "  have  we  refufed  to  this  ungrateful  m?in  ?;' 

*'  What  provocations  have  we  not  endured  ?    Regardlefs  of  the  ma- 

"  jelly  of  the  purple,  I  gave  my  daughter  to  a  Goth ;    I  facrificcd 

"  my  own  blood  to  the  fafety  of  the  republic.     The  liberality  which 

"  ought  to  have  fecured  the  eternal  attachment  of  Ricimer,  has  ex- 

*'  afperated   him   againft   his   benefactor.      AVhat  wars   has  he  not 

"  excited  againft  the  empire  ?    How  often  has  he  inrtigated  and  af- 

"  lifted  the  fury  of  hoftile  nations  ?  Shall  I  now  accept  his  perfidious 

"  friendihip  ?    Can  I  hope  that  be  will  refped  the  engagements  of  a 

*'  treaty,  who  has  already  violated  the  duties  of  a  fon  ?"     But  the 

anger  of  Anthemius  evaporated  in  thefe  paifionate  exclamations :  he 

infenfibly  yielded  to  the  propoilils  of  Epiphanius  ;    and  the  biihop 

returned  to  his  diocefe  with  the  fatisfaftion  of  reftoring  the  peace  of 

Italy,  by  a  reconciliation '"',  of  which  the  fincerity  and  continuance 

might  be  reafonably  fufpedted.     The  clemency  of  the  emperor  was 

extorted  from  his  weaknefs ;    and  Ricimer  fufpended  his  ambitious 

defigns,   till  he  had  fecretly  prepared  the  engines,   with  which  he 

rcfolved  to  fubvert  the  throne  of  Anthemius.     The  maik  of  peace 

and  moderation  was  then  thrown  afide.     The  army  of  Ricimer  was 

fortified  by  a  numerous  reinforcement  of  Burgundians  and  Oriental . 

Suevi :  he  difclaimed  all  allegiance  to  the  Greek  emperor,  marched 

'°'    Ennodius    (p.    1659 — 1664.)   has  re-     pear,  illuftrates  fome  carious  paflages  In  the- 
)ated  this  embafly  of  Epiphanius;    and  his     fall  of  the  Wertern  empire, 
narrative,  verbofe  and  turgid  as  it  muft  ap- 

L  from 
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Olybrius 
emperor  of 
■the  Well, 
A.  D.  472, 
March  2j. 


from  Milan  to  the  gates  of  Rome,  and  fixing  his  camp  on  the  banks 
of  the  Anio,  impatiently  expeded  the  arrival  of  Olybrius,  his  Im- 
perial candidate. 

The  fenator  Olybrius,  of  the  Anician  family,  might  eileem  him- 
felf  the  lawful  heir  of  the  Weftern  empire.  He  had  married  Pla- 
cidia,  the  younger  daughter  of  Valentinian,  aft^er  ihe  was  reftored 
by  Genferic  ;  who  ftill  detained  her  filler  Eudoxia,  as  the  wife,  or 
rather  as  the  captive,  of  his  fon.  The  king  of  the  Vandals  fup- 
ported,  by  threats  and  folicitations,  the  fair  pretenfions  of  his  Roman 
?.lly ;  and  aiTigned,  as  one  of  the  motives  of  the  war,  the  refufal  of 
the  fenate  and  people  to  acknowledge  their  lawful  prince,  and  the 
unvvOrthy  preference  which  they  had  given  to  a  ftranger  '°^.  The 
friendlliip  of  the  public  enemy  might  render  Olybrius  ftill  more  un- 
popular to  the  Italians ;  but  when  Ricimer  meditated  the  ruin  of  the 
emperor  Anthemius,  he  tempted  with  the  offer  of  a  diadem  the  can- 
didate who  could  juftify  his  rebellion  by  an  illuftrious  name,  and  a 
royal  alliance.  The  hufband  of  Placidia,  \vho,  like  moft  of  his  an- 
ccftors,  had  been  inverted  with  the  confular  dignity,  might  have 
■continued  to  enjoy  a  fecure  and  fplendid  fortune  in  the  peaceful  re- 
sidence of  Conftantinople ;  nor  does  he  appear  to  have  been  tor- 
mented by  fuch  a  genius,  as  cannot  be  amufed  or  occupied,  unlefs 
by  the  adminiftration  of  an  empire.  Yet  Olybrius  yielded  to  the 
importunities  of  his  friends,  perhaps  of  his  wife  ;  raihly  plunged 
into  the  dangers  and  calamities  of  a  civil  war ;  and,  with  the  fecret 
connivance  of  the  emperor  Leo,  accepted  the  Italian  purple,  which 
was  beftowed,  and  refumed,  at  the  capricious  will  of  a  Barbarian. 
He  landed  without  obftacle  (for  Genferic  was  mafter  of  the  fea) 
•either  at  Ravenna  or  the  port  of  Oftia,  and  immediately  proceeded 


""■  Prifc'js  Excerpt.  Legation,  p.  74.  the  death  of  Msjorian.  Perhaps  the  confu]- 
Procopius  de  Bell.  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  6.  p.  191.  ihip  of  Olybrius  (A.  D.  464. j  was  beftowed 
■Eudoxia  and  her  daughter  were  reftored  after    as  a  nuptial  prefent. 

to 
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lo  the  camp  of  Ricimer,  where  he  was  received  as  the  iovereign  of    *"-5,ί?3.,^: 
the  Weftern  world  '°'. 

The  patrician,  who  had  extended  his  ports  from  the  Anlo  to  the 
Milvian  bridge,  already  pofleffed  two  quarters  of  Rome,  the  Vati- 
can and  the  Janiculum,  which  are  feparated  by  the  Tyber  from  the 
reft  of  the  city  '°^ ;  and  it  may  be  conjeftured,  that  an  aiTembly  of 
feceding  fenators  imitated,  in  the  choice  of  Olybrius,  the  forms  of  a 
legal  eleilion.  But  the  body  of  the  fenate  and  people  firmly  adhered 
.to  the  caufe  of  Anthemius ;  and  the  more  eifedual  fupport  of  a  Gothic 
army  enabled  him  to  prolong  his  reign,  and  the  public  diftrefs,  by 
a  refiftance  of  three  months,  which  produced  the  concomitant  eA^ls 
of  famine  and  peftilence.  At  length,  Ricimer  made  a  furious  aflault 
on  the  bridge  of  Hadrian,  or  St.  Angelo ;  and  the  narrow  pafs  was 
defended  with  equal  valour  by  the  Goths,  till  the  death  of  Gilimer 
their  leader.  The  viftorious  troops  breaking  down  every  barrier, 
ruihed  with  irrefiftible  violence  into  the  heart  of  the  city,  and  Rome 
(if  Λve  may  ufe  the  language  of  a  contemporary  Pope)  was  fubverted 
by  the  civil  fury  of  Anthemius  and  Ricimer  '°".  The  unfortunate 
Anthemius  was  dragged  from  his  concealment,  and  inhumanly  maf- 
facred  by  the  command  of  his  fon-in-law;  who  thus  added  a  third, 

'"'  The  hoftile  appearance  of  Olybrius  is  regions,  or  parifhes,  of  Rome,  depended  on 
fixed  (notwithftanding  the  opinion  of  Pagi)  the  church  of  St.  Peter.  See  Nardini  Roma 
by  the  duration  of  his  reign.  The  fecret  Antica,  p.  67.  It  would  require  a  tedious 
connivance  of  Leo  is  acknowledged  by  Theo-  differtation  to  mark  the  circumflances,  in 
pljanes,  and  the  Pafchal  Chronicle.  We  are  which  I  am  declined  to  depart  from  the  to- 
ignorant  of  his  motives  ;  but,  in  this  obfcure  pography  of  that  learned  Roman, 
period,  our  ignorance  extends  to  the  moft  '°'  Nuper  Anthemii  et  Riciraeris  civili 
public  and  important  fails.  furore   fubverfa  eft.     Gelafuis  in   Epift.    ad 

'°'  Of  the  fourteen  regions,  or  quarters,  Andromach.  apud  Baron.  A.D.  496.  N°  42.. 

into  which  Rome  was  divided  by  Auguftus,  Sigonius   (torn.  i.  1.  xiv.  de  Occidentali  Im- 

oniy  οΛί,  the  Janiculum,  lay  on   the  Tufcan  perio,  p.  5.-1.2,  543.)   and  Muratori   (Annali 

fide  of  the  Tybf r.     But,  in  the  fifth  century,  d'ltalia,  torn.  iv.  p.  308,  309. ),  with  the  aiJ 

the  A''atican  fuburb    formed   a    confiderable  of  a  lefs  imperfeft  MS.  of  the  Hiftoria  Mif- 

city ;    and  in  the  ecclcfiaflical  diftribation,  cella,  have  illuftrated  this  dark  and  bloody 

which  had  been  recently  made  by  Simpli-  tranfadion. 
cius,    the  reigning  pope,   tivo  of  the  /even 

Vol.  III.  3  R  or 


Denth  of 
Ricimer, 

iiugull  20 


and  of  Oly- 
brius. 
Oilober  23. 


Julias  Nepoa 
and  Glyce- 
rius  emperors 
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or  perhaps  a  fourth,  emperor  to  the  number  of  his  vidims.  The 
foldiers,  who  united  the  rage  of  faQious  citizens  with  the  favage 
manners  of  Barbarians,  w^ere  indulged,  without  controul,  in  the  li- 
cence of  rapine  and  murder  :  the  crowd  of  Haves  and  plebeians,  who 
;>yere  unconcerned  in  the  event,  could  only  gain  by  the  indifcriminate 
pillage ;  and  the  face  of  the  city  exhibited  the  ftrange  contraft  of 
ftern  cruelty,  and  diiTolute  intemperance"".  Forty  days  after  this 
calamitous  event,  the  fubje£t,  not  of  glory,  but  of  guilt,  Italy  was 
delivered,  by  a  painful  difeafe,  from  the  tyrant  Ricimer,  who  be- 
queathed the  command  of  his  army  to  his  nephew  Gundobald,  one 
of  the  princes  of  the  Burgundians.  In  the  fame  year,  all  the  prin- 
cipal adtors  in  this  great  revolution,  were  removed  from  the  ftage ; 
and  the  whole  reign  of  Olybrius,  whofe  death  does  not  betray  any 
fymptoms  of  violence,  is  included  within  the  term  of  feven  months. 
He  left  one  daughter,  the  offspring  of  his  marriage  with  Placidia  ; 
and  the  family  of  the  great  Theodofius,  tranfplanted  from  Spain  to 
Conftantinople,  was  propagated  in  the  female  line  as  far  as  the  eighth 
generation '". 

Whilft  the  vacant  throne  of  Italy  was  abandoned  to  lawlefs  Barr 
barians  "\  the  ele£lion  of  a  new  colleague  was  feriouily  agitated  in 
the  council  of  Leo.  The  emprefs  Verina,  ftudious  to  promote  the 
greatnefs  of  her  own  family,  had  married  one  of  her  nieces  to  Juliiis 
Nepos,  who   facceeded  his  uncle  Marcellinus  in  the  fovereignty  of 


"°  Such  had  been  the,  fa;va  ac  deformis 
urbe  tota  facies,  when  Rome  was  aflaulted 
and  llormed  by  the  troops  of  Vefpafian  (fee 
T;'.cit.  Hift.  Hi.  82,  S3.)  ;  and  every  caufe  of 
mifchief  had  fince  acijuired  much  additional 
energy.  The  revolution  of  ages  may  bring 
ruand  the  fame  calamities  j  but  ages  may  re- 
volve, without  producing  a  Tacitus  to  defcribe 
thcn\,     ,  , 

•"  SeeDucange,  Fam'ilisByzantin.  p.  74, 


.75.•. 


Areobindus,  who  appears  to  liave  mar- 


ied'the  niece  of  the  emperor  JulHnian,  was 


the  eighth  defcendant  of  the  elder  Theodo- 
fius. 

"*  The  laft  revolutions  of  the  We.fern 
empire  are  faintly  marked  in  Theophanea 
(p.  102.),  Jornandes  (c.  45.  p.  679.),  the 
Chronicle  of  Marcellinus,  and  the  Kragm&^nts 
of  an  anonymous  writer,  publiihed  by  Vale- 
fius  at  the  end  of  Ammianus  (p.  716,  717.). 
If  Photius  had  not  been  fo  wretchedly  con- 
cife,  we  fhould  derive  much  informatioa 
ffom  the  contemporary  hillories  of  Malchus 
andCandidus.  See  his  Extrafts,  p.  1/2  —  179, 

Dalmatia, 
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Dalmatia,  a  more  folid  pofleifion  than  the  title  wliich  he  was  per-  CHAP, 
fuaded  to  accept,  of  Emperor  of  the  Weft.  But  the  meafures  of  ■..  -.-  j• 
the  Byzantine  court  were  fo  languid  and  irrefokite,  that  many- 
months  elapfed  after  the  death  of  Anthemius,  and  even  of  Olybrius, 
before  their  deftined  fucceffor  could  ihew  himfelf,  with  a  refpedtable 
force,  to  his  Italian  fubjedls.  During  that  interval,  Glycerius,  an 
obfcure  foldier,  was  inverted  with  the  purple  by  his  patron  Gundo- 
bald  ;  but  the  Burgundian  prince  was  unable,  or  unwilling,  to  fup- 
port  his  nomination  by  a  civil  war  :  the  purfuits  of  domeftic  ambi- 
tion recalled  him  beyond  the  Alps'",  and  his  client  was  permitted 
to  exchange  the  Roman  fceptre  for  the  biihopric  of  Salona.  After 
extinguiihing  fuch  a  competitor,  the  emperor  Nepos  was  acknow- 
■jedged  by  the  fenate,  by  the  Italians,  and  by  the  provincials  of 
Gaul;  his  moral  virtues,  and  military  talents,  were  loudly  celebrated ; 
and  t^ofe  who  derived  any  private  benefit  from  his  government, 
finnpunced,  in  prophetic  ftrains,  the  reftoration  of  the  public  feli- 
city "*.,  Their  hopes  (if  fuch  hopes  had  been  entertained)  were 
confounded  within  the  term  of  a  fingle  year;  and  the  treaty  of 
peace,  which  ceded  Auvergne  to  the  Vifigoths,  is  the  only  event  of 
his  ihort  and  inglorious  reign.  The  moft  faithful  fubjeits  of  Gaul 
were  facrificed,    by  the  Italian  emperor,  to  the  hope  of  domeftic  :=;' 

fecurity  '"  ;  but  his  repofe  was  foon  invaded  by  a  furious  fedition  o£—%^  S'.A 
the   Barbarian   confederates,  who,  under  the  command  of  Oreftes, 
their  general,  were  in  full  march  from  Rome  to  Ravenna.     Nepo« 

"^  See  Gieg.  Turon.  1.  ii.  c.  28.  in  torn,  «nifed,   decefloris    Anthemei  Mem  abfolvit. 

ii.  p.   175.  Dubos,  Hift.   Critique,   torn.  i.  Seel.  viii.  ep.  7.  p.  224. 
p.  613.  By  the  murder,  or  death,  of  his  two         '"  Epiphanius  was  fent  ambaflador  from 

brothers,   Gundobald  acquired  the  fole  pof-  Nepos  to  the  Vifigoths,   for  the  purpofe  of 

felEon  of  the  kingdom  of  Burgundy,  whofe  afcertaining  the  fries  Impirii  Italici  (Enno- 

ruin  was  haftened  by  their  difcord.  dius  in  Sirmond,  torn.  i.   p.    1665  -1669.)• 

"*   Julius  Nepos    armis  pariter  fummus  His  pathetic  difcourfe  concealed  the  difgrace- 

Auguftus  ac  moribus.     Sidonius,!.  v.  ep.  16.  ful  fecret,  wliich  foon  excited  the  jull  and 

p.  \φ.    Nepos  had  given  to  Ecdicius  the  bitter   complaints   of  tlie   bidiop  of   Cler- 

title  of  Paxridan,  which  Anthemius  had  pro-  mont. 

■'  T•^^•^^''-  3  R  2  trembled 
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^.'?  .^,  ^•    ti-embled  at  their  approach;  and,  inftead  of  placing  a  juft  confidence 

* u '    in  the  ftrength   of  Ravenna,  Ite  haftily  efcaped  to  his   ihips,  and 

retired  to  his  Dalmatian  principality,  on  the  oppoiite  coaft  of  the 
Hadriatic.  By  this  ihameful  abdication,  he  protraded  his  life  about 
five  years,  in  a  very  ambiguous  ftate,  between  an  emperor  and  an- 
exile,  till  he  "was  aiTaiTmated  at  Salona  by  the  ungrateful  Glycerius, 
who  was  tranilated,  perhaps  as  the  reward  of  his  crime,  to  the  arch- 
biihopric  of  Milan  "*. 
The  patrician  The  nations,  who  had  aflerted  their  independence  after  the  death 
a.'d!!'--.  ^f  Attila,  were  eftabliihed,  by  the  right  of  pofleffion  or  conqueft^ 
in  the  boundlefs  countries  to  the  north  of  the  Danube  ;  or  in  the 
Romah  provinces  between  the  river  and  the  Alps.  But  the  braveft 
of  their  youth  enlifted  in  the  army  of  cofifederates^  who  formed  the 
defence  and  the  terror  of  Italy  '";  and  in  this  promilcuous  multitude,, 
the  names  of  the  Hcruli,  the  Sc)a-ri,  the  Alani,  the  Turcilingi,  and 
the  Rugians,  appear  to  have  predominated.  The  example  of  thefe 
warriors  was  imitated  by  Oreftes  '",  the  fon  of  Tatullus,  and  the 
father  of  the  laft  Roman  emperor  of  the  Weft.  Oreftes,  Avho  has 
been  already  mentioned  in  this  hiftory,  had  never  deferted  his  coun- 
try. His  birth  and  fortunes  rendered  him  one  of  the  moft  illuftrious 
fubjeds  of  Pannonia.  When  that  province  was  ceded  to  the  Huns, 
he  entered  into  the  fervice  of  Attila,  his  lawful  fovereign,  obtained 
the  office  of  his  fecretary,  and  Avas  repeatedly  fent  ambafl"ador  to 
Conftantinople,  to  reprefent  the  perfon,  and  fignify  the  commands, 

'"  Malchus,  apudPhot.  p.  172.     Ennod.  light  of  a />-««^i-r,  and  a  i/«j•,  who  invaded 

Epigram.  Ixxxii.  in  Sirmond  Oper.  torn.  i.  p.  Italy  with  an  army  of  foreigners,  his  native 

1879.     Some  doubt  may  however  be  raifed  fubjeils. 

on  the  identity  of  the  emperor  and  the  arch-         "*  Oreftes,  qui  eo  tempore  quando  Attila 

biihop.  ad  Italiam  venit,  feillijunxit,  etejus  notarius 

'"  Our  knowledge  of  thefe  mercenaries,  faftus  fiierat.    Anonym.  Valef.  p.  716.     He 

who  fubverted  the  Weftern  empire,  is  derived  is  miftaken  in  the  date;   but  we  may  credit 

from  Procopius  (de  Bell.  Gothico,  1.  i.  c.  i.  his  affertion.  that  the  fecretary  of  Attila  was 


p.  30S.).    The  popular  opinion,  and  the  re-     the  father  of  Augullulus. 
cent  hillorians,  reprefent  Odoacerin  the  falfe 
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®f  the  imperious  monarch.  The  death  of  that  conqueror  reftorecl  ^,'^  ^'^.  P• 
him  to  his  freedom  ;  and  Oreftes  might  honourably  refufe  cither  to  ' — ^^ — ^ 
follow  the  fons  of  Attila  into  the  Scythian  defert,  or  to  obey  the 
Oftrogoths,  who  had  ufurped  the  dominion  of  Pannoriia.  He  pre- 
ferred the  iervice  of  the  Italian  princes,  the  fuccefTors  of  Valentinian  • 
and,  as  he  poiTeiTed  the  qualihcations  of  courage,  induftry,  and  expe- 
rience, he  advanced  with  rapid  fteps  in  the  military  profeilion,  till 
he  was  elevated,  by  the  favour  of  Nepos  himfelf,  to  the  dignities  of 
patrician,  and  mafter-general  of  the  troops.  Thefe  troops  had  been 
long  accuftomed  to  reverence  the  charadter  and  autliority  of  Oreftes, 
who  afFeded  their  manners,  converfed  with  them  in  their  own  lan- 
guage, and  was  intimately  conneded  Avith  their  national  chieftains, 
by  long  habits  of  fomiliarity  and  friendihip.  At  his  felicitation  they 
rofe  in  arms  againft  the  obfcure  Greek,  who  prefumed  to  claim 
their  obedience ;  and  when  Oreftes,  from  fome  fecret  motive,  de- 
clined the  purple,  they  confented,  with  the  fame  facility,  to  acknow- 
fedge  his  fon  Auguftulus,  as  the  emperor  of  the  Weft.  By  the  His  fon  Au- 
abdication  of  Nepos,  Oreftes  had  now  attained-  the  fummit  of  his  faft^em'.eror^ 
ambitious  hopes ;  but  he  foon  difcovered,  before  the  end  of  the  firft  ^^  'J?^  ^"^^^» 
year,  that  the  leflbns  of  perjury  and  ingratitude,  which  a  rebel  muft 
inculcate,  will  be  retorted  againft  himfelf;  and  that  the  precarious 
fovereign  of  Italy  was  only  permitted  to  chufe,  whether  he  would 
be  the  ilave,  or  the  vidim,  of  his  Barbarian  mercenaries•.  The 
dangerous  alliance  of  thefe  ftrangers,  had  opprefled  and  infulied  the 
laft  remains  of  Roman  freedom  and  dignity.  At  each  revolution, 
their  pay  and  privileges  were  augmented;  but  their  infolence  in- 
creafed  ia  a  ftill  more  extravagant  degree ;  they  envied  the  fortune 
of  their  brethren  in  Gaul,  Spain,  and  Africa,  whofe  vidorious  arms 
had  acquired  an  independent  and  perpetual  inheritance  ;  and  they 
infifted  on  their  peremptory  demand,  that  a  third  part  of  the  lands 
of  Italy  ihould  be  immediately  divided  among  them.     Oreftes,  with 

a  fpirit. 
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CHAP,  a  iplilt  which,  in  another  fituation,  might  be  entitled  to  our  efteem» 
'»■ .  y,  *  chofe  rather  to  encounter  the  rage  of  an  armed  multitude,  than  to 
iubicribe  the  ruin  of  an  innocent  people.  He  rejefted  the  audacious 
demand  ;  and  his  refufal  was  favourable  to  the  ambition  of  Odoacer; 
a  bold  Barbarian,  who  aflured  his  fellow-foldicrs,  that,  if  they  dared 
to  aflbciate  under  his  command,  they  might  foon  extort  the  juftice 
which  had  been  denied  to  their  dutiful  petitions.  From  all  the 
camps  and  garrifons  of  Italy,  the  confederates,  aduated  by  the  fame 
refentment  and  the  fame  hopes,  impatiently  flocked  to  the  ftandard 
of  this  popular  leader  ;  and  the  unfortunate  patrician,  overwhelmed 
by  the  torrent,  hailily  retreated  to  the  ftrong  city  of  Pavia,  tTie  epif- 
copal  feat  of  the  holy  Epiphanites.  Pavia  was  immediately  be- 
fjeged,  the  fortifications  were  ftormed,  the  town  was  pillaged  j  and 
although  the  biihop  might  labour,  with  much  zeal  and  fome  fuQ- 
c^fs,  to  fave  the  property  of  the  church,  and  the  chaftity  of  female 
captives,  the  tumult  could  only  be  appeafed  by  the  execution  of 
.Oreiies"°.  His  brother  Paul  was  flain  in  an  adtion  near  Ravenna  ; 
and  the  helplefs  Auguftulus,  who  could  no  longer  command  the  re- 
fpedl,  was  reduced  to  implore  the  clemency,  of  Odoacer. 
Odoacer  That  fuccefsful  Barbarian  was  the  fon  of  Edecon ;  who,  in  fome 

king  of  Italy,  ,,,/-.,      i  • 

A.  D.  476—   remarkable  tranfadions,  particularly  defcnbed  m  a  precedmg  chapter, 
*^°'  had  been  the  colleague  of  Oreftes  himfelf.     The  honour  of  an  am- 

baflador  iliould  be  exempt  from  fufpicion ;  and  Edecon  had  llftened 
to  a  confpiracy  againft  the  life  of  his  fovereign.  But  this  apparent 
guilt  was  expiated  by  his  merit  or  repentance :  his  rank  was  eminent 
and  confpicuous ;  he  enjoyed  the  favour  of  Attila  ;  and  the  troops 
under  his  command,  who  guarded,  in  their  turn,  the  roy^il  village, 
,Confiiled  of  a  tribe  of  Scyrri,  his  immediate  and  hereditary  fubjeds. 

■"»  See  Ennodius  (in  Vit.  Epiphan,  Sir-  may  doubt  whether  the  devil  aftually  con- 
Biond,  torn.  i.  p.  1669,  i6'70.)•  He  adds  weight  trived  the  fiege  of  Pavia,  to  diftrefs  the  biihop 
ip  the  narrative  of  Procopius,   though  we    and  his  flock. 

In 
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In  the  revolt  of  the  nations,  they  ftill  adhered  to  the  Huns ;  and,  ^J^-^y^' 
more  than  twelve  years  afterwards,  the  name  of  Edecon  is  honourably  ^•  ■>■-  -^ 
mentioned,  in  their  unequal  conteft  with  the  Oftrogoths  ;  which 
was  terminated,  after  two  bloody  battles,  by  the  defeat  and  difper- 
fion  of  the  Scyrri '".  Their  gallant  leader,  who  did  not  furvive 
this  national  calamity,  left  two  fons,  Onulf  and  Odoacer,  to  ftrug- 
gle  with  adverfity,  and  to  maintain  as  they  might,  by  rapine  or 
fervice,  the  faithful  followers  of  their  exile.  Onulf  diredled  his  fteps 
towards  Conftantinople,  where  he  fullied,  by  the  aiTaiFmation  of  a 
generous  benefadtor,  the  fime  which  he  had  acquired  in  arms.  His 
brother  Odoacer  led  a  wandering  life  among  the  Barbarians  of  No- 
ricum,  with  a  mind  and  a  fortune  fuited  to  the  moil  defperate  ad- 
ventures ;  and  when  he  had  fixed  his  choice,  he  piouily  vifited  the 
cell  of  Severinus,  the  popular  faint  of  the  country,  to  foUcit  his 
approbation  and  bleiTmg.  The  lownefs  of  the  door  would  not  ad- 
mit the  lofty  ftature  of  Odoacer  :  he  was  obliged  to  ftoop  ;  but  in 
that  humble  attitude  the  faint  could  difcern  the  fymptoms  of  his 
future  greatnefs ;  and  addreffing  him  in  a  prophetic  tone,  "  Purfue" 
(faid  he)  "  your  defign  ;  proceed  to  Italy ;  you  will  foon  call  away 
"  this  coarfe  garment  of  fliins;  and  your  wealth  will  be  adequate  '^io". 

"  to  the  liberality  of  your  mind "'."  The  Barbarian,  whofe  daring 
fpirit  accepted  and  ratilied  the  predidlion,was  admitted  into  the  fervice 
of  the  Weftem  empire,  and  foon  obtained  an  honourable  rank  in  the 
guards.     His  manners  were  gradually  poliilied,  his  military  {kill  was 

'"  Jornandes,  c.    53,    54,    p.  692—695.  pellibus  coopertis  :  fed  multis  cito  pluriraa 

M.  de  Buat  (Hill,  des  Feuples  de  I'Europe,  largiturus.     Anonym.   Valef.   p.  717.     He 

torn.  vjii.  p.  2ZI— 228.)  hasclearly  explained  quotes  the  life  of  St.   Severinus,   which  is 

the  origin  and  adventures  of  Odoacer.     lam  extant,    and    contains    much   unknown   and 

almoft  inclined  to  believe,' that  he  was   the  valuable    hiflory  ;    it  was  compofed    by   his 

fame  who  pillaged  Angers,  and  commanded  difciple  Eiigippius  (A.  D.  51 1.),  thirty  years 

afieet  of  Saxon  pirates  on  the  ocean.     Greg,  after  his  death.     See  Tillemont,  Mem.  Ec- 

Taj;on.  1.  U.  c.  18.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  170.  clef.  torn.  xvi.  p.  168 — 181.  ,,    _^ 

"'  Vade  ad  luliam,  vade  viliflimis  nunc  .'  .' 

improved. 
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c  Η  ΑΡ.    improved,  and  the  confederates  of  Italy  would  not  have  eleited  hun 
y_'\-  .[.    for   their  general,  unlefs  the  exploits  of  Odoacer  had  eftabliihed  a 
high  opinion  of  his  courage  and  capacity  '".     Their  military  accla- 
mations faluted  him  with  the  title  of  king :  but  he  abftained,  diuring• 
his  whole  reign,  from  the  ufe  of  the  purple  and  diadem  "',  left  he 
ihould  offend  thofe  princes,  whofe  fubjeds,  by  their  accidental  mix- 
ture, had  formed  the  vidorious  army,  which  time  and  policy  might 
irifenfibly  unite  into  a  great  nation. 
ΈχήηΛΐοη  of       Royalty  was  familiar  to  the  Barbarians,  and  the  fubmiflive  people 
Impire  "^     '^^  Italy  was  prepared,  to  obey,  without  a  murmur,   the  authority 
Λ  D  ''^70.°'^  whioh  he  ihould  condefcen^  to  exercife  as  the  vicegerent  of  the- 
emperor  of  the  Weft.     But  Odoacer  had  refolved  to  aboliih  that 
ufelefs  and  expenfive  office  ;  and  fuch  is  the  weight  of  antique  pre- 
judice,  that  it  required  fome  boldnefs  and  penetration  to  difcover 
the  extreme  facility  of  the  enterprife.     The  unfortunate  Auguftulus: 
was  made  the  inftrument  of  his  own  difgrace  :  he  fignified  his  re- 
fignation  to  the  fenate  5  and  that  afTembly,  in  their  laft  adl  of  obe- 
dience to  a  Roman  prince,  ftill  aifcded  the  fpirit  of  freedom,   and. 
■the  forms  of  the  conftitution.     An  epiftie  was  addreiTed,  by  their 
unanimous   decree,  to  the   emperor  Zeno,  the  fon-in-law  and  foc- 
ceflbr  of  Leo  ;  who  had  lately  been  reftored,  after  a  ihort  rebellion, 
to  the  Byzantine  throne.     They  folemnly  "  difclaim  the  neceifity, 
"  or  even  the  wifh,  of  continuing  any  longer  the  Imperial  fuc- 
"  ceiTion  in  Italy ;  fmce,  in  their  opinion,  the  majefty  of  a  fole 
"  monarch  is  fufficient  to  pervade  and  proted,   at  the  fame  time, 
"  both  the  Eaft  and  the  Weft.    In  their  own  name,  and  in  the  name 

'"  Theopharres,  wlio  c.ills  him  a  Goth,         '"    Nomen  regis  Odoacer  ailumpfit,   cum 

affirms,  that  he  was  educated,  nurfed  (Tj^ipe  -  tamen  neque  purpura  nee  rcgalibus  uteretur 

•ffo  ),  in  Italy  (p.  102.),  and  as  this  ftrong  ex-  infignibus.     CaCiodor.  in  Chron.  A.  D.  476. 

preffion  will  not  bear  a  literal  interpretation.  He  fecms  to  have  afl'umed  the  abftrail  title  of 

it  mull  be  explained  by  long  fervice  in  the  a  king,  without  applying  it  to  any  particular 

Joiperial  guards.  nation  or  country. 

«  of 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  497 

**  of  the  people,  they  confent  that  the  feat  of  univerfal' empire  fliall  ^^^•Λ,[' 
**  be  transferred  from  Rome  to  Conftantinople  ;  and  they  bafely  u  ~'^-^  j 
*'  renounce  the  riglit  of  chafing  their  mailer,  the  only  veftige  that 
"  yet  remained  of  the  authority  which  had  given  laws  to  the  world. 
"  The  republic  (they  repeat  that  name  without  a  bluili)  might 
"  fafely  corifide  in  the  civil  and  military  virtues  of  Odoacer  ;,and 
"  they  humbly  requeft,  that  the  emperor  would  inveft  him  with  the 
"  title  of  Patrician,  and  the  adminiftration  of  the  d'locefe  of  Italy." 
The  deputies  of  the  fenate  wei'e  received  at  Conftantinople  with 
fome  marks  of  difpteafure  and  indignation  ;  and  when  they  were 
admitted  to  the  audience  of  Zeno,  he  fternly  reproached  them  vnth 
their  treatment  of  the  two  emperors,  Anthemius  and  Nepos,  whom 
the  Eaft  had  fucceffively  granted  to  the  prayers  of  Italy.  "  The  firft'* 
(contirmed  he)  "  yott  have  murdered  ;  the  fecond  you  have  expelled  ι 
*'  but  the  fecond  is  ftill  alive,  and  whilft  he  lives  he  is  your  lawful 
"  foverelgn."  But  the  prudent  Zeno  foon  deferted  the  hopeleft 
caufe  of  his  abdicated  colleague.  His  vanity  \vas  gratified  by  the 
title  of  fole  emperor,  and  by  the  ftatues  eredbed  to  his  honour  in 
the  feveral  quarters  of  Rome  ;  he  entertained  a  friendly,  though  am- 
biguous, correfpondence  with  the  patriciafi  Odoacer;  and  he  grate- 
fully accepted  the  Imperial  enfigns,  the  facred  ornaments  of  the 
throne  and  palace,  which  the  Barbarian  was  not  unwilling  to  re- 
move from  the  fight  of  the  people  "*. 

In  the  fpace  of  twenty  years  fince  the  death  of  Valentinian,  nine  Auguftulus 
emperors  had  fucceffively  difappeared ;  and  the  fan  of  Oreftes,  a 
youth  recommended  only  by  his  beauty,  would  be  the  leaft  entitled 
to  the  notice  of  pofterity,  if  his  .  reign,  which  was  marked  by  the 
extinftion  of  the  Roman  empire  in  the  Weft,  did  not  leaΛ'e  a  me- 

"♦  Malchus,  whofe  lofs  excites  our  regret,  Zeno.  The  anonymous  fragment  (p.  717.)» 
haspreferved  (in  Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  93.)  this  and  the  extrail  from  Candidas  (apud  Phot, 
extraordinary  embafly   from  the    fenate  to    p.  176.),  are  likev/ife  of  fome  ufe. 

Vol.  Ill,  3  S  morable 


is  baniihed 
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CHAP,  morable  iEra  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind  "'.  The  patrician  Oreftes 
■L.  -[-  if  had  married  the  daughter  of  Count  Romulus,  of  Eetovio,  in  Noricum: 
the  name  of  Augufius,  notwithftanding  the  jealoufy  of  power,  was 
known  at  Aquileia  as  a  familiar  furname  ;  and  the  appellations  of 
the  two  great  founders,  of  the  city,  and,  of  the  monarchy,  were  thus 
ftrangely  united  in  the  laft  of  their  fucceflbrs  "^  The  fon  of  Oreftes 
aflumed  and  difgraced  the  names  of  Romulus  Auguftus  ;  but  the 
firft  was  corrupted  into  Momyllus,  by,  the  Greeks,  and  the  fecond 
has  been  changed  by  the  Latins  into  the  contemptible  diminutive 
Auguftulus.  The  life  of  this  inoifenfive  youth  was  fpared  by  the 
generous  clemency  of  Odoacer  ;  who  difmifled  him,  with  his  Avhole 
family,  from  the  Imperial  palace,  fixed  his  annual  allowance  at  fix 
thoufand  pieces  of  gold,  and  afligned  the  caftle  of  Lucullus,  in  Cam- 
pania, for  the  place  of  his  exile  or  retirement'".  As  foon  as  the 
Romans  breathed  from  the  toils  of  the  Punic  war,  they  were  at- 
tracted by  the  beauties  and  the  pleafures  of  Campania ;  and  the 
country-houfe  of  the  elder  Scipio  at  Liternum,  exhibited  a  lafting 
model  of  their  ruftic  fimplicity  "^     The  delicious  ihores  of  the  bay 

"5  The  precife  year  in  which  the  Weftern  land,  has  been  communicated  to  a  whole  na- 

empire  was  extinguiihed,  is  not  pofitively  af-  tion. 

certained.     The  vulgar  sra  of  A.  D.   476,         '^'  Ingrediens  autem  Ravennam  depofuic 

<2/>/>twi  to  have  the  fanftion  of  authentic  chro-  Augullulum  de  regno,  cujus   infantiam  mi- 

nicles.     But   the  two   dates  aiTigned  by  Jor-  fertus  conceflit  ei  fanguinem  ;  et  quia  pulcher 

nandes  (c.  46.  p.  680.),  would  delay  that  great  erat,  tamen   donavit  ei  reditum    fex   millia 

event  to  the  year  479  :    and   though  M.   de  folidos,  et  mifit  eum  intra  eatnpaniam  cum 

Buat  has  overlooked  his  evidence,  he  pro-  parentibus  fuis  libere  vivere.     Anonym.  Va- 

duces  (torn.  viii.  p.  261—288.)  many  colfe-  lef.  p.  716.     Jornandes  fays  (c.  46.  p.  680.), 

teral  circumftances  in  fuppon  of  the  fame  in  Lucullano   Campani»  caftello  exilii  poena 


opmion. 


damnavit. 


See  his  medals  in  Ducange  (Fam.  By-  "*  See  the  eloquent  Declamation  of  Sene- 

zantin.  p.  81.),  Prifcus  (Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  ca  (epift.  Ixxxvi.).     The  pliilofopher  mi^ht 

56.    Maffei  Offervazioni  Letterarie,   torn.  ii.  have  recollefted,  that  all  luxury  is  relative  ; 

p.  314.     We  may  allege  a  famous  and  fimi-  and  that  the  elder  Scipio,   whofe   manners 

Jar  cafe.     The  meaneft  fubjefts  of  the  Ro-  were  poliflied  by  ftudy  and  converfation,  was 

man  empire  aflumed  the  illuflrieus  name  of  himfelfaccufed  of  that  vice  by  his  ruder  con- 

Fatricitis,  which,  by  the  converfion  of  Ire-  temporaries  (Livy  xxix.  19.). 

.      Cf 
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cf  Naples  were  crowded  ΛνίΐΗ  villas ;  and  Sylla  applauded  the  maf-  ^xJ^y^^• 
terly  ikill  of  his  rival,  Avho  had  feated  himfelf  on  the  lofty  pro-  ' — -v- — ' 
inontoiy  of  Mifenum,  that  commands,  on  every  fide,  the  fea 
and  land,  as  far  as  the  boundaries  of  the  horizon  "^'.  The  villa 
of  Marius  was  purchafed,  within  a  few  years,  by  Lucullus,  and  the 
price  had  increafed  from  two  thoufand  five  hundred,  to  more  than 
fourfcore  thouiimd,  pounds  fterling'^°.  It  was  adorned  by  the  new 
proprietor  with  Grecian  arts,  and  Afiatic  treafures;  and  the  houfes 
and  gardens  of  Lucullus  obtained  a  diilinguiflied  rank  in  the  lift  of 
Imperial  palaces  '^'.  AVhen  the  Vandals  became  formidable  to  the 
fea-coaft,  the  Lucullan  villa,  on  the  promontory  of  Mifenum,  gra- 
dually aflumed  the  ftrength  and  appellation  of  a  ftrong  caftle,  the 
obfcure  retreat  of  the  laft  emperor  of  the  Weft.  About  twenty  years 
after  that  great  revolution,  it  was  converted  into  a  church  and  mo- 
naftery,  to  receive  the  bones  of  St.  Severinus.  They  fecurely  repofed, 
amidft  the  broken  trophies  of  Cimbric  and  Armenian  vidlories,  till 
the  beginning  of  the  tenth  century  ;  when  the  fortifications,  which 
might  afford  a  dangerous  ihelter  to  the  Saracens,  \vere  demoliftied 
by  the  people  of  Naples  '^\ 

'-'  Sylla,  in    the  language  of  a  foldier,  though  various,  magnificence,  at  Baias,  Na- 

praifed  his  peritia  cafirametandi  (Plin.   Hift.  pies,  Tufculum,    S:c.      He   boafted  that  he 

Natur.   xviii.   7,).     Phasdrus,    who    makes  changed   his    climate  with   the    ftorks   and 

its  fhady  walks  ('/ίί^Λ  <i'/>iV/a^  thefcene  of  an  cranes.     Plutarch,  in  Lucull.    tom.  iii.   p. 

jnfipid  fable  (ii.  5.),  has   thus  defcribed  the  193. 

fituation  :  "^  Severinus  died  in  Noricum,  A.  D.  482. 

Cxfar  Tiberius  quam  petens  Neapolim,  Six  years  afterwards,  his  body,   which  fcat- 

In  Mifenenfem  villam  veniiTet  Aiam  ;  tered  miracles  as  it  paffed,  was  tranfported 

Qua;  monte  fummo  pofita  Luculli  manu  by  his  difciples  into  Italy.    The  devotion  of 

Profpeitat  Siculum  et  profpicit  Tufcum  a  Neapolitan  lady  invited  the  faint  to   the 

mare.  Lucullan  villa,  in  the  place  of  Auguftulus, 

""  From  {t\e.x\.  myriads  and  a  half  to  two  who  was  probably  no  more.     See  Bargnius 

hundred  and  fifty  myriads  of  drachma•.     Yet  (Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  496.  N°  50,  51.)  and 

even  in  the  poffeflion  of  Marius,  it  wasa  luxu-  Tillemont  (Mem.  Ecclef.  tom.  xvi.  p.  178— ^ 

rious  retirement.     The  Romans  derided  his  181.),  from   the  original    life  by  Eugipius. 

indolence  :  they  foon  bewailed  his  ailivity.  The  narrative  of  the  laft  migration  ofSeve.i- 

See  Plutarch,  in  Mario,  tom.  ii.  p.  524.  nus  to  Naples,  is  likewife  an  authentic  piece. 

'-'  Lucullus  had  other  villas  of  equal, 

3  S  2  Odoacer 
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.  0<loacer  was  the  firft  Barbarian  wlio  reigned  in  Italy»  over  a  peo^• 
pie  who  had  once  aflerted  their  juft  fuperiority  above  the  reft  of 
mankind.     The  difgrace  of  the  Romans  ftill  excites  our  refpedful• 
ipirit.  compaffion,  and  we  fondly  fympathife  with  the  imaginary  grief  and• 

®  indignation  of  their  degenerate  pofttrity.    But  the  calamities  of  Italy 

had  gradually  fubdued  the  proud  confcioufnefs  of  freedom  and  glory»• 
In  the  age  of  Roman  virtue,  the  pro\inces  were  fubjedt  to  the 
arms,  and  the  citizens  to  the  lawa,  of  the  republic;  till  thofe  laws 
were  fubverted  by  civil  difcord,•  and  both  the  city  and  the  provinces- 
became  the  fervile  property  of  a  tyrant.  The  forms  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  which  alleviated  or  difguifed  their  abjeft  flavery,  were  aboliihed 
by  time  and  violence ;  the  Italians  alternately  lamented  the  prefence 
or  the  abfence  of  the  fovereigns,  whom  they  deteftcd  or  defpifed ; 
and  the  fucceffion  of  five  centuries  inflided  the  various  evils  of  mi- 
litary licence,  capricious  defpotifm,  and  elaborate  oppreiTion.  Dur- 
ing the  farne  period,  the  Barbarians  had  emerged  from  obfcurity  and 
Gontempt,^  and  the  warriors  of  Germany  and  Scythia  were  introduced 
into  the  provinces,  as  the  fervants,  the  allies,  and  at  length  the  maf- 
ters,  of  the  Romans,  whom  they  infulted  or  protcdled.  The  hatred 
of  the  people  was  fuppreifed  by  fear  ;  they  refpcfted  the  fpirit  and" 
fplendour  of  the  martial  chiefs  who  were  inveiled  with  the  honours 
cf  the  empire  ;  and  the  fate  of  Rome  had  long  depended  on  the- 
fword  of  thofe  formidable  ftrangers.  The  ftern  Ricimer,  who 
trampled  on  the  ruins  of  Italy,  had  exercifed  the  power,  without 
affuming  the  title,  of  a  king  ;  and  the  patient  Romans  were  infenfibly 
prepared  to  acknowledge  the  royalty  of  Odoacer  and  his  Barba- 
ric fucceifors. 
Cliarafler  The  King  of  Italy  was  not  unworthy  of  the  high  ftatlon  to  whiciv 

Odoacer,        his  valour  and  fortune  had  exalted  him :  his  iiivage  manners  were 
^'    '  '^'^  ~  poliilied  by  the  habits  of  converlatlon  ;  and  he  rcipeded,  though  a 
conqueror  and  a  Barbarian,  the  inilitution^,   and  even  tiie  prejudices 
5  of 


OF   THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  501 

of  his  fubjeiils.     After  an  interval  of  feven  years,  Odoacer  reftored    ^J^-^^' 

the  coufuliliip  of  the  Weil.     For  himfelf,  he  modeftly,  or  proudly,    v— — >~.  .j 

declined  an  honour  which  was  ftill  accepted  by  the  emperors  of  the 

Eaft ;  but  the  curule  chair  was  fucceffively  filled  by  eleven  of  the 

moft  illuftrious  fenators'"  j.  and  the  lift  is  adorned  by  the  refpedable 

name  of  Bafilius,  whofe  virtues  claimed  the  friendihip  and  grateful 

applaufe  of  Sidonius,  his  client  '^*.     The  laws  of  the  emperors  were 

ftriitly  enforced,  and  the  civil  admii^ftration  of  Italy  was  ftill  exer- 

cifed  by  the  Praetorian  priEfe£t,  and  his  fubordinate  officers.    Odoacer 

devolved  on  the  Roman   magiftrates  jhe  odious  and  oppreffive  tafk 

of  coUeding  the   public  revenue  ;  but  he  referved  for  himfelf  the 

merit  of  feafonable  and   popular  indulgence  '".     Like  the  reft  of 

the  Barbarians,  he  had  been  inftrihSted  in  the  Arian  herefy  ;  but  he 

revered  the  monaftic   snd  epifcopal  charaders  ;  and  the  filence  of 

the  Catholics  attefts  the  toleration  which  they  enjoyed.     The  peace 

of  the  pity  required  the  interpofition  of  his  priefedl  Bafilius,  in  the 

choice  of  a  Roman  pontiff:  the  decree  which  reftrained  the  clergy 

from  a,lienating  their  lands,  was  ultimately  defigned  for  the  benefit 

of  the  people,  whofe  devotion  w^ould  have  been  taxed  to  repair  the• 

dilapidations  of  the  church  "".     Italy  was  proteded  by  the  arms  of 

its  conqueror  ;  and  its  frontiers  were  refpeded  by  the  Barbarians  of 

Gaul  and  Germany,  who  had  fo  long  infulted  the  feeble  race  of 

'^'  The  confular  Fafti  may   be  found  in  '^^  Epiphanius  interceded  for  the  people 

Pagi  or  Muratori.     The  confuls  named  by  of  Pavia  ;  and   the  king  firft  granted  an  in- 

Qdoacer,  or  perhaps  by  the  Roman  fenate»  dulgence  of  five  years,  and  afterwards  relieved 

appear  to  have  been  acknowledged  in  the  them  from  the  oppreffion  of  Pelagiiis,  the 

Eaftern  empire.  Prstorian    prsfcil    (Ennodius,  in    Vit.    St. 

"■•■  Sidonius  Apollinaris  (1,  i.  epill.  9.  p.  Epiphan.  in  Sirmond.  Oper.  torn.  i.  p.  1670,• 

iz.  edit.  Sirmond)    has- compared  the   two  1672.). 

leadirfg  fenators  of  liis  time  'A.  D.  468.},  "'   See  Baronius,  Annal.   Ecclef.   A.  D. 

Gennadius   Avier.us,   and    Caifina   Bafilius.  483.  N''  10 — 15.     Sixteen  years  afterwards. 

To  the  former  he  afiigns  the  fpecious,  to  the  the   irregular  proceedings    of  Bafilius    were 

latter  the  folid,  virtues  of  public  ajid.  private  condemned  by  pope  Syi'awachus  in  a  Romaa 

life.     A  Bafilius  junior,  polTibly  his  fon,  was  fynod, 
confjl  in  the  year  480, 

Theodofius,. 
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CHAP.    Theodofius.    Odoacer  pafled  the  Hadriatic,  to  chaftifc  the  aiTaflins  of 
TCXXVT. 

^     ' '    the  emperor  Nepos,  and  to  acquh-e  the  maritime  province  of  Dal- 

matla.  He  pafled  the  Alps,  to  refcue  the  remains  of  Noricum  from. 
Fava,  or  Feletheus,  king  of  the  Rugians,  who  held  his  refidencc 
beyond  the  Danube.  The  king  was  A^inquilhed  in  batde,  and  led 
away  prlfoner ;  a  numerous  colony  of  captiA^es  and  fubjefts  was 
traniplanted  into  Italy  ;  and  Rome,  after  a  long  period  of  defeat  and 
difgrace,  might  claim  the  triumph  of  her -Barbarian  mailer'". 
Miferabie  Notwithftanding  the  prudence  and  fuccefs  of  Odoacer,  his  king- 

dom exhibited  the  fad  profped  of  mifery  and  defolation.  Since  the 
age  of  Tiberius,  the  decay  of  agriculture  had  been  felt  in  Italy  j 
and  it  was  a  juft  fubjed  of  complaint,  that  the  life  of  the  Roman 
people  depended  on  the  accidents  όΐ  the  winds  and  \ysL\es  "'.  In 
the  di\arion  and  the  decline  of  the  empire,  the  tributary  harveils 
of  Egypt  and  Africa  were  withdrawn  ;  the  numbers  of  the  inhabit- 
ants continually  diminiihed  Avith  the  means  of  fubfiftence ;  and  the 
country  was  exhaufted  by  the  irretrievable  lofles  of  war,  famine  '^% 
and  peftilence.  St.  Ambrofe  has  deplored  the  ruin  of  a  populous 
diftrid,  which  had  been  once  adorned  with  the  flourilhing  cities  of 
Bologna,  Modena,  Regium,  and  Placentia  '*°.  Pope  Gelafius  was  a 
fubjed  of  Odoacer  ;  and  he  affirms,  with  ftrong  exaggeration,  that 
in  jEmiha,  Tufcany,  and  the  adjacent  provinces,  the  human  fpecies 

'3'  The    wars   of  Odoacer    are    concifely  '''  A  famine,  which  afflidled  Italy  at  the 

mentioned  by   Paul    the  Deacon    (de  Geft.  time  of  the  irruption  of  Odoacer,  king  of  the 

Langobard.  1.  i.  c.  19.  p.  757.  edit.   Grot.),  Heruli,  is  eloquently  defcrJbed  in  profe  and 

and  in  the  two  Chronicles  of  Cafilodorius  and  verfe,  by  a  French  poet  (I.es  Mois,  toin.  ii. 

Cufpinian.     The   life  of  St.  Severinus,  by  p.  174.  206.  edit,  in  izmo.).    I  am  ignorant 

Eugipius,    which  the  count  de  Buat  (Hift.  from  whence  he  derives  his  information  ;  but 

des  Peoples,  &c.  toni.  viii.  c.    1.4.  S.  9.1  I  am  well  aflured  that  he  relates  feme  fafls 

has  diligently  ftudied,  illuftrates  the  ruin  of  incompatible  with  the  truth  of  hillory. 

'Noricum  and  the  Bavarian  antiquities.  '■*°  See   the   x.^ixixth    epiftle  of  St.   Am- 

'•"  Tacit.  Annal.  iii.  53.  The  Recherches  brofe,  as  it  is  quoted  by  Muratori,  fopra  le 

■fur  I'Adminillration  des  Ttrres  chez  les  Ro-  Antichita  Italiane,  torn.  i.  Dillert.  x.\i.  p. 

mains  (p. '35 1 -561.)  clearly  llatc  the  pro-  354. 


grcfs  of  internal  decay. 


was 
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was  almoft  extirpated  '*'.  The  plebeians  of  Rome,  who  were  fed  C  HA  P. 
by  the  hand  of  their  mailer,  periihed  or  difappeared,  as  Ibon  as  v- — /—J 
his  Uberality  was  fuppreiTed  ;  the  decUne  of  the  arts  reduced  the  in- 
duftrious  mechanic  to  idlenefs  and  want  j  and  the  fenators,  who  might 
iupport  with  patience,  the  ruin  of  their  countiy,  bewailed  their  pri- 
vate lofs  of  wealth  and  luxury.  One-third  of  thofe  ample  eftates, 
to  which  the  ruin  of  Italy  is  originally  imputed  '*%  was  extorted  for 
the  ufe  of  the  conquerors.  Injuries  were  aggravated' by  iniults  ;  the 
fenfe  of  aftual  fufferings  was  embittered  by  the  fear  of  more  dread- 
ful evils  ;  and  as  new  lands  were  allotted  to  new  fwarms  of  Bar- 
barians, each  fenator  was  apprehenfive  left  the  arbitrary  furveyors 
ihould  approach  his  favourite  villa,  or  his  moft  profitable  farm. 
The  leaft  unfortunate  were  tho^  who  fubmitted  without  a  murmur 
to  the  power  which  it  was  impoflible  to  refift.  Since  they  defired 
to  live,  they  owed  fome  gratitude  to  the  tyrant  who  had  fpared 
their  lives ;  and  fince  he  was  the  abfolute  mafter  of  their  foitunes, 
the  portion  which  he  left  muft  be  accepted  as  his  pure  and  A^lun- 
tary  gift  '■*'.  The  diftrefs  of  Italy  was  mitigated  by  the  prudence 
and  humanity  of  Odoacer,  who  had  bound  himfelf,  at  the  price  of 
his  elevation,  to  fatisfy  the  demands  of  a  licentious  and  turbulent 
multitude.  The  kings  of  the  Barbarians  were  frequently  refifted, 
depofed,or  murdered,  by  then-  rinfive  fubjedts  ;  and  the  various  bands 
of  Italian  mercenaries,  who  aifociated  under  the  ftandard  of  an 
elective  general,  claimed    a   larger  privilege  of  freedom  and  rapine. 


'*'   ^Emilia,  Tufcia,  ceierceque  provinciic  rather  of  patience,  which  Cicero  (ad  Fami- 

in    quibus    hominum   prope    nullus   exfiftit.  liares,  1.  ix.  epill.  17.)  fuggafti  to  his  friend 

Gelafius,  Epift.  ad  Andromachum,  ap.  Baro-  Papirius  Pactus,   under  tiie  military  defpotifm 

fcium,  Annal.  Ecclef.  A.D.  496.  Ν'^',ό.  of    Cxfar.  ,  The    argument,    however,    of 

"4i    Verumque    confuentibus,     latifundia  "  vivere  pulcherrinuim  duxi,"  is  more  for- 

perdidere  Italian).  Plin.  Hift.  Naiur.  xviii.7.  cibly  addrefled  to  a  Roman  phllolbplier,  who 

'*'  Sach  are  the  topics  of  confolacion,  or  poiTelTed  the  free  alternative  of  life  or  death. 

7  A   monarchy 
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^v>:xvr^"    ^   monarchy   deftitute   of  national   union,    and   hereditary  right, 

' , '   haflened  to  its  diflblution.     After  a  reign  of  fourteen  years,  Odoacer 

was  opprefled  by  the  fuperior  genius  of  Theodoric,  king  of  the 
Oftrogoths  ;  a  hero  alike  excellent  in  the  arts  of  war  and  of  go- 
Λ-ernment,  who  reftored  an  age  of  peace  and  profperity,  and  whofe 
name  ilill  excites  and  deferves  the  attention  of  mankind. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXXVII. 

Origin,  Progrefs,  and  EffeSis  of  the  Monaflic  Life.•^- 
Converfion  of  the  Barbarians  to  Chriflianity  and  Avian- 
ifm. — Perfecution  of  the  Vandals  in  Africa^ — Roc- 
ti?i&ion  of  Aria?nfm  ajmng  the  Barbarians. 

Τ  Η  Ε  indiflbluble  connexion  of  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  affairs,  c  Η  A  Ρ 
has  compelled,  and  encouraged,  me  to  relate  the  progrefs,  the  XXXVII. 
perfecutions,  the  eftabliihment,  the  divifions,  the  final  triumph,  and 
the  g^radual  corruption  of  Chriftianity.  Ϊ  have  purpofely  delayed  the 
confideration  of  two  religious  events,  interefting  in  the  ftudy  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  important  in  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman 
empire.  I.  The  inftitution  of  the  monailic  life  ' ;  and,  II.  The  con- 
verfion  of  the  northern  Barbarians. 

I.  Profperity  and  peace  introduced  the  diftindion  -of  the  vulgar  γ  t„e  „q. 
and  the  Afcetic  Chr'ifiatis  %     The  loofe  and  imperfedl  pradice  of  re-   ^^^"^^^ 

Hgion  fatisfied  the  confcience  of  the  multitude.     The  prince  or  ma-  Origin  of  the 

monk». 

'  The   origin  of  the   monaftic  inftitution         ■>■  See  Eufeb.  Demonllrat.  Evangel.   (1. 5. 

has  been  laborioufly  difcuffed  by  Thomafin  p_  ^o,  21.  edit.  Grsc.  Rob.  Stephani,  Paris,  . 
(Di<cipiine   de   I'Eglife,  torn.  i.    p.  1410—  .       ^     ,.,,,.  ^.     ,  ,,..  , 

,4.6.)  and  Helyot  (Hift.  des  Ordres   Mo-  '545•)•     I"  h^^  tcclefiaftical  Hiftory,  pub- 

r,alliques,  torn.  i.  p.  1-66.).  Thefe  authors  ^'^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^'  ^^'"  '^^  Dcmonilration, 

ar*  very  learned  and  tolerably  honeft,  and  Eufebius  (1.  11.  c.  17.)  aflerts  the  Chriftiamty 

their  d-ifFerence  of  opinion  Ihews  the  fubjeft  of  the  Therapeutae;  but  he  appears  ignorant, 

in  its  full  extent.     Yet  the  cautious  Protell-  that  a  fimilar  inftitution  was  adlually  revived 

ant,  who   diftrufts  any  popifh    guides,    may  j^  Egypt, 
confoh  the  feventh  book  of  Bingham's  Chrill- 
ian  Antiquities. 

Vol.  III.  3  Τ  giftrate, 
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CHAP,  glftnitc,  the  Ibldier  or  merchant,  reconciled  their  fervent  zeal,  and 
u  -.-■  »/  implicit  faith,  with  the  exercifc  of  their  profeflion,  the  purfuit  of 
their  intereft,  and  the  indulgence  of  their  paifions  :  but  the  Afcetics 
who  obeyed  and  abufed  the  rigid  precepts  of  the  gofpel,  were  in- 
fpired  by  the  favage  enthufiafm,  which  repi-efents  man  as  a  crimi- 
nal, and  God  as  a  tyrant.  They  feriouily  renounced  the  bufmefs, 
and  the  pleafures,  of  the  age  ;  abjured  the  ufe  of  wine,  of  fleih,  and 
of  marriage  ;  chaftifed  their  body,  mortified  their  affeftions,  and  em- 
braced a  life  of  mifery,  as  the  price  of  eternal  happinefs.  In  the 
reign  of  Gonilantiue,  the  Afcetics  fled  from  a  profane  and  degenerate 
world,  to  perpetual  folitude,  or  ireligious  fociety.  Like  the  fnft 
Chriftians  of  Jerufalem  \  they  refigned  the  ufe,  or  the  property,  of 
their  temporal  ροίΓείΓιοηβ ;  eftabliihed  regular  communities  of  the 
fame  fex,  and  a  fimilar  difpofition  j  and  affumed  the  names  of 
HermitSy  Monhy  and  A/iacborets,  expreifive  of  their  lonely  retreat  ia 
a  natural  or  artificial  defert.  They  foon  acquired  the  refped  of  the 
world,  which  they  defpifed  ;  and  the  loudeft  applaufe  was  beftowed 
on  this  Divine  Philosophy*,  which  furpaffed,  without  the  aid  of 
fcience  or  reafon,  the  laborious  virtues  of  the  Grecian  fchools.  The 
monks  might  indeed  contend  with  the  Stoics,  in  the  contempt  of 
fortune,  of  pain,  and  of  death  :  the  Pythagorean  filence  and  fubmif- 
fion  were  revived  in  their  fervile  difcipline  ;  and  they  difdained,  as 
firmly  as  the  Cynics  themfelves,  all  the  forms  and  decencies  of  civil 
fociety.  But  the  votaries  of  this  Divine  Philofophy  afpired  to  imitate 
a  purer  and  more  perfedt  model.     They  trod  in  the  footfteps  of  the 

3  Caffian  (Collat.  xviii.  5.)  claims  this  14.)  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  this  monkifli 
origin  for  the  inftitution  of  the  Ccenobites,  philofophy  (fee  Suicer.  Thefaur.  Ecclef.  tom. 
which  gradually  decayed  till  it  was  roftored  ii.  p.  14.4.1.).  Some  modern  writers.  Lip- 
by  Anthony  and  his  difciples.  fius  (tom.  iv.  p.  448.  Manuduil.  ad  Philof. 

*  ηφίλψωτα-ΐα  yccf  τι  χξνμη  Ηζ  avSpoj^ra?  ίλ-  Stoic,  iii.  1 3.),  and  La  Mothe  le  Vayer  (tom. 

««σα  -πχ^α  Θίΰ  i  roiccvrr,  φΛισοψκζ.     Thefc  are  ix.   de  la  Vertii  des  Payens,  p.  228  —  262.),^ 

the  exprefiive  words  of  Sozomen,  who  copi-  have  compared  the  Carmelites  to  the  Pytha- 

oufly  and  agreeably  defcribes  (1.  i.  c,  12,  13,  goreansj  and  the  Cynics  to  the  Capucins. 

prophets, 
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propliets,  who  had  rctu-ed  to  the  defert ' ;  and  they  reftored  the  ^^^ ..^,Γ• 
devout  and  contcmphitive  life,  which  had  been  inftitutcd  by  the  v— v— >j 
EiTenians,  in  Paleftine  and  Egypt.  The  philofophic  eye  of  Pliny 
had  furvej'ed  with  aftoniiliment  a  folitary  people,  who  dwelt  among 
the  pahn-trces  near  the  Dead  Sea ;  who  fubfifted  without  money, 
wlio  were  propagated  without  women  ;  and  who  derived  from  the 
ilifguft  and  repentance  of  mankind,  a  perpetual  fupply  of  voluntary 
.  aflbciates ". 

Egypt,   the  fniitful  parent  of  fuperftition,  afforded  the  firft  ex-  Antony  and 

1         Γ     1  r\•       τΓ  A  7  •ιι•  s  1         r'    1        the  monks  of 

ample  or  the  monalcic   hie.     Antony  ,  an  ilhterate    youth   of  the   Egypt, 
lower  parts  of  Thebais,  diftributed  his  patrimony  %  deferted  his  fa-  ^°^' 

mily  and  native  home,  and  executed  his  moncifl'ic  penance  with   ori- 
ginal and  intrepid  fanaticifm.     After  a  long  and  painful  noviciate. 


5  The  Carmelites  derive  their  pedigree,  in 
j-egular  fuccefiion,  from  the  prophet  Elijah 
(fee  the  Thefes  ofBcziers,  A.  D.  i68z.  in 
Bayle's  Nouvelles  de  la  Republique  des 
Lettres,  Oeuvres,  torn.  i.  p.  82,  &c.  and 
the  prolix  irony  of  the  Ordres  Monalliques, 
an  anonymous  work,  torn.  i.  p.  1—433. 
Berlin,  1751.)•  Rome  and  the  inquifition 
of  Spain,  filenced  the  profane  criticifm  of  the 
Jefuits  of  Flanders  (Helyot,  Hift.  des  Ordres 
Monaftiques,  tom.  i.  p.  282—300.),  and  the 
ilatue  of  Elijah,  the  Carmelite,  has  been 
erefted  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter  (Voyages 
du  P.  Labat,   tom.  iii.  p.  87.)- 

"  Plin.  Hift.  Natur.  v.  15.  Gens  ibia,  et 
in-toto  orbe  pra;ter  ceteras  mira,  fine  uUa 
femina,  omni  venere  abdicata,  fine  pecunia, 
focia  palmarum.  Ita  per  feculorum  millia 
(incredibile  diftu)  gens  aterna  eft  in  qua 
nemo  nafcitur.  Tarn  fcecunda  illis  aliorum 
vitas  pcenitentia  eil.  He  places  them  juft  be- 
yond the  noxious  influence  of  the  lake,  and 
jiames  Engaddi  and  Mafada  as  the  neareft 
towns.  The  Laura,  and  monaftery  of  St. 
Sabas,  could  not  be  far  diftant  from  this 
place.  See  Reland.  Palellin.  tom,  i.  p.  295. 
tom.  ii.  p.  763.  874-  880.  890. 

3 


^  See  Athanaf.  Op.  tom.  ii.  p.  450— 5O5. 
and  the  Vit.  Patrum,  p.  26— ,74.  with  Rof- 
weyde's  Annotations.  The  former  is  the 
Greek  original ;  the  latter,  a  very  ancient 
Latin  verfion  by  Evagrius,  the  friend  of  St. 
Jerom. 

Γ(χμ.μ•Λτα  μα  ficcOrij  ex.  νιιισχίτο.    Athanaf. 

torn.  ii.  in  Vit.  St.  Anton,  p.  453. ;  and  the 
aflertion  of  his  total  ignorance  has  been  re- 
ceived by  many  of  the  ancients  and  moderns. 
But  Tillemont  (Mem.  Eccief.  tom.  vii.  p. 
666.)  Ihews,  by  fome  probable  arguments, 
that  Antony  could  read  and  write  in  ihe  Cop- 
tic his  native  tongue  ;  and  that  he  was  only  a 
ftranger  to  the  Greei  /eltc.;.  'The  philofo- 
pher  Synefius  (p.  51.)  acknowledges,  that 
the  natural  genius  of  Antony  did  not  require 
the  aid  of  learning. 

'  If  the  Arura  be  a  fquare  meafure  of  an 
hundred  Egyptian  cubits  (RoAveyde,  Ono- 
mafticoB  ad  Vit.  Patrum,  p.  1014,  1015.)  ; 
and  the  Egyptian  cubit  of  all  ages  be  equal 
to  twenty-two  Englilh  inches  (Greaves,  vol.i. 
p.  233.),  the  arura  will  confift  of  about  three 
quarters  of  an  Engliih  acre. 

Τ  2  among 
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CHAP,    among  the  tombs,  and  in  a  ruined  tower,  lie  boldly  advanced  into 

« 1/ '   the  defert  three  days  journey  to  the  caftward  of  the  Nile  ;  difcovered 

a  lonely  fpot,  which  poiTeffed  the  advantages  of  ihade  and  water, 
and  fixed  his  laft  refidence  on  mount  Colzim  near  the  Red  Sea ;, 
where  an  ancient  raonaftery  ftill  preferves  the  name  and  memory  of 
the  faint '°.  The  curious  devotion  of  the  Chriftians  purfued  him  to 
the  defert  j  and  when  he  was  obliged  to  appear  at  Alexandria,  in  the 
face  of  mankind,  he  fupported  his  fame  with  difcretion  and  dignity. 
He  enjoyed  the  friendihip  of  Athanafius,  whofe  dodlrine  he  approved  ;. 
and  the  Egyptian  peafmt  refpedfuUy  declined  a  refpedlful  invitation 
from  the  emperor  Conftantine.  The  venerable  patriarch  (for  An- 
A.D.  251—  ^Q^y.  attained  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  five  years)  beheld  the 
nimnerous  progeny  which  had  been  formed  by  his  example  and 
his  leiTons.  The  prolific  colonies  of  monks  multiplied  with  rapid 
increafe  on  the  fands  of  Libya,  upon  the  rocks  of  Thebais,  and  in 
the  cities  of  the  Nile,  To  the  fouth  of  Alexandria,  the  mountain, 
and  adjacent  defert,  of  Nitria,  was  peopled  by  five  thoufand  anacho- 
rets ;-  and  the  traveller  may  ftill  inveftigate  the  ruins  of  fifty  mo- 
nafteries,  which  were  planted  in  that  barren  foil,  by  the  difciples  of 
Antony  ".  In  the  Upper  Thebais,  the  vacant  Ifland  of  Tabenne  '* 
was  occupied  by  Pachomius,  and  fourteen  hundred  of  his  brethren. 
That  holy  abbot  fucceffively  founded  nine  monafteries  of  men,  and 

'°  'The  dcfcription  of   the   monailery  is  and  twenty  cr  thirty  monks.  See  D'AnviFIe, 

given  by  Jerom  (torn.  i.  p.  248,249.  in  Vit.  Defcnption  del'Egypie,  p.  74. 
Hilarion),  and  the  P.  Sicard   (Miffions  du         "  Tabenne  is  a  fmall  iiland  in  the  Nile, 

Levant,  torn.  v.  p.  122  —  200.).     Their  ac-  in  the  diocefe  of  Tentyra  or  Bendera,    be- 

counts  cannot  always  be  reconciled  ;  the  Fa-  tween  the  modern  town  of  Girge  and  tha 

thcr  painted  from  his  fancy,  and  the  Jefuit  ruins  of  ancient  Thebes  (D'Anville,  p.  194.). 

from  his  experience.  M.  de  Tillemont  doubts  whether  it  was  an 

"  Jerom,  torn.  i.  p.  146.  ad  Euftochium.  ide;  but  I  may  conclude,  from  his  own  fafts, 

Hift.  Laufiac.  c.  7.  in  Vit.  Patrum,  p.  712.  that  the  primitive  name  was  afterwards  tranf- 

The  P.  Sicard  (Miffions  du  Levant,  tom.  ii.  p.  ferred  to  the  great  monaftcry  of  Bau  or  Pabau 

29—79.)  vifited,    and   has  defcribed,    this  (Mem.  Ecclef.  tom.  vii.  p.  678.  6S8.). 
defert,  which  now  contains  four  monafteries, 

1  one 
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one  of  women ;  and  the  feftival  of  Eafter  fometimes  colledted  fifty    CHAP. 


thoufancl  religious  perfbns,  who  followed  his  angelic  rule  of  difci- 
pline  ".  The  ftately  and  populous  city  of  Oxyi-inchus,  the  feat  of 
Chrillian  orthodoxy,  had  devoted  the  temples,  the  public  edifices, 
and  even  the  ramparts,  to  pious  and  charitable  ufes  j  and  the  biihop, 
who  might  preach  in  twelve  churches,  computed  ten  thoufand  fe- 
males, and  twenty  thoufand  males,  of  the  monaftic  profeifion  '*. 
The  Egyptians,  who  gloried  in  this  marvellous  revolution,  were  dif- 
pofed  to  hope,  and  to  believe,  that  the  number  of  the  monks  was 
equal  to  the  remainder  of  the  people  "  ;  and  pofterity  might  repeat  the 
faying,  which  had  formerly  been  applied  to  the  facred  animals  of 
the  fame  country,  That,  in  Egypt,  it  was  lefs  difficult  to  find  a 
god,  than  a  man. 

Athanafius  introduced   into  Rome  the  knowledge  and  pradlce  of  Propagatrom 
the  monaftic  life ;   and  a  fchool  of  this  new  philofophy  was  opened   naftic  lif?  at-, 
by  the  difciples  of  Antony,  who  accompanied  their  primate  to  the   a°d!' ^41, 
holy  threfliold  of  the  Vatican.     The  flirange  and  favage  appearance 
of  thefe  Egyptians  excited,  at  firfl:,  horror  and  contempt,,  and,  at 
length,  applaufe   and  zealous  imitation.     The  fenators,    and   more 
cfpecially  the  matrons,  transformed  their  palaces  and  villas  into  reli- 
gious houfes ;  and  the  narrow  inftitution  of^x•  Veftals,  was  eclipfed  by 
the  frequent  monafteries,  which  were  feated  on  the  ruins  of  ancient 
temples,  and  in  the  midft  of  the  Roman  Forum  "..     Inflamed  by  the 

'^  See  in  the  Codex  Regularuni  (pabliilled     wKofe  inhabitants  adored  a  fmall  fifli  in  a 
by  Lucas  Holftenius,  Rome,   i65i.)  a  pre-     raagnificent  temple, 
face  of  St.  Jerom  to  his  Latin  verfion  of  the        "  Q»»""  P°P"'i  habentur  in  urbibus,  tan 


Rule  of  Pachomius,  torn.  i.  p.  6i 


pane  habentur   in   delertis  multitudines 
monachorum.  '  Rufin.  c.  7.  in  Vit.  Patr 


„    ,  .    ,..    r,  TT  monacnorum.     Kunn.  c.  7.  in  vit.  fatrum^ 

Rufin.c.5.inVit.Patrum.p.45g.  He  ^     ^^^        ^^    congratulates    the   fortunate 

calls  it,  civkas  ampla  valde  et  populofa,  and  change. 

reckons  twelve  churches.      Strabo   (1.  xvii.         ■' The  Introduaion  of  the  monaftic  lifeinto 

p.  1166.),  and  Ammianus  (xxii.    16.)  have  Rome  and    Italy,  is  occafionally  mentioned 

made  honourable  mention    of  Oxyrinchus,  by  Jerom  (torn.  i.  p,  119,120.  199•). 

example 
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c  Η  Λ  P.    example  of  Antony,  a  Syrian  youth,' whofc   name  was  Hilarion'*, 

-.  : .    fixed  his  dreary  abode  on  a  faudy  beach,  between  the  fea  and  a  mo- 

PaV-iiine,        I'afs,  about  i'cvcn  miles  from  Gaza.     The  auilere  penance,  in  which 
A.D.y  .       j^^    perfifted  fprty-eight    years,  'lifiufcd  a  fimilar  enthufiafm  ;    and 
the  holy  man  Λvas  followed  by  a  train   of  two  or  three  thoufand 
anachorets,  whenever  he  vifited  the  innumerable  monaileries  of  Pa- 
Eafil  in  Pon-   leftine.     The   fame  of  Bafil  '^  is  immortal  in  the  monaftic  hiftpry  of 
A.^'d.  360.     the  Eaft.     With  a  mind_,  that  had  tailed  the  learning  and  eloquence 
.of  Athens ;    with    an     ambition,    fcarcely  to    be    fatisfied   by   the 
archbiflioprxc  of  Casfarea,  Baiil  retired  to  a  favage  folitude  in  Pontus; 
and  deigned,   for  a   while,   to    give   laws  to  the  fpiritual   colonies 
which  he  profufely  fcattcred  along  the  coaft  of  the  JBlack  Sea.     In 
Martin  in       ^]^g  Weil,  Martin  of  Tours  '',  a  foldler,  an  hermit,  a   bifhop,  and 
A.  D.  370,      a  faint,  eftabliihed   the   monaftei-ies  of  Gaul ;  two  thoufand  of  his 
difciples  followed  him  to  the  grave ;  and  his  eloquent  hiftorian  chal- 
lenges the  deferts  of  Thebais,    to  produce,    in  a  more  favourable 
climate,  a  champion  of  equal  virtue.     The  progrefs  of  the  monks 
was  not  lefs  rapid,  or  univerfal,    than   that  of  Chriftianity  itfel£ 
Every  province,  and,  at  laft,  every  city,  of  the   empire,  was  filled 
with  their  increafmg  multitudes ;  and   the  bleak   and   barren   ifles, 
from  Lerins  to  Lipari,  that  arife  out  of  the  Tufcan  fea,  were  chofea 
by  the  anachorets,  for  the  place  of  their  voluntary  exile.     An  eafy 
and  perpetual  intercourfe  by  fea  and  land  connected  the  provinces  of 

"  See  the  Life  of  Hil^rion,  by  St.  Jerom  putcd  the  authenticity  of  his  Afcetic  rules; 

(torn.  i.  p.  241.  252.).    The  llories  of  Paul,  but  the   external  evidence   is  weighty,  and 

Hilarion,  and  Malchus,  by  the  fame  autlior,  they  can  only  prove,  that  it  is  the  work  of  a 

are  admirably  told  ;  and  the  only  defeil  of  real orafl'efted enthufiaft.  SeeTillemont, Mem. 

thefe  pleafing  compofitions  is  the  want  of  Ecclef.  torn.  ix.  p.  636— 644.    Helyot,HilL 

-truth  and  common  fenfe.  des  Ordres  Monaftiques,  torn.  i.  p.  175  —  181. 

'"  His  original   retreat  was  in  a  fmall  vil-  '»  See  his  Life,  and  the  Three  Dialogues 

lage  on   the  banks  of  the  Iris,   not  far  from  by  Sulpicius  Severus,   who  afferts  (Dialog.  L 

Neo-Ca;farea.     The   tenor  twelve  years  of  16,),   that  the  bookfellers  of  Rome  were  de- 

his  monailic  life  were  difturbed  by  long  and  lighted  with  the  quick  and  ready  fale  of  his 

frequent  avocations.     Some  critics  have  dif-  popular  work. 

7  the 
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rHe  Roman  world  ;  and  the  life  of  Hilarion  difplays  the  facility  with     9,J?y^ff  * 

which  an  indigent  hermit  of  Paleftine  might  traverfe  Egypt,  embark    »^— > » 

for  Sicily,  efcape  to  Epirus,  and  finally  fettle  in' the  ifland  of  Cyprus". 
The  Latin  Chriilians  embraced  the  religious  inftitutions  of  Rome. 
The  pilgrims,  who  vifited  Jerufalem,  eagerly  copied,  in  the  moil 
diftant  climates  of  the  earth,  the  faithful  model  of  the  monailic  life.' 
The  difciples  of  Antony  fpread  themfelves  beyond  the  tropic  over  the 
Chriftian  empire  of  jEthiopia".  The  monaftery  of  Banchor",  in  Flint- 
ihire,  which  contained  above  two  thoufand  brethren,  difperfed  a  nu- 
merous colony  among  the  Barbarians  of  Ireland  "  ;  and  lona,  one  of 
the  Hebrides,  which  was  planted  by  the  Irilh  monks,  difFufed  over 
the  northern  regions  a  doubtful  ray  of  fcience  and  fuperftition  **. 

Thefe  unhappy  exiles  from  focial  life,  were  impelled  by  the  dark   Caufesofits 
and  implacable  genms  of  fuperftition.     Their  mutual  refolution  was  gref•. 
fupported  by  the  example  of  millions,  of  either  fex,  of  every  age,  and 
of  every  rank  ;  and  each  profelyte,  who  entered  the  gates  of  a  mc' 
naftery,  was  perfuaded,  that  he  trod  the  fteep  and  thorny  path  of 

*°  When  Hilarion   failed   from   Para;toni-  "  All  that  learning  can  extrail  from  the 

Bm  to  Cape  Pachynus,  he  offered  to  pay  his  rubbiih  of  the  dark  ages  is  copioufly  ftated 

paflage  with  a  book  of  the   Gofpels.     Pod-  by  archbilhop  Ulher,  in   his   Britannicarum 

humian,  a  Gallic   monk,    who   had  vifited  Ecclefiarum  Antiquitates,  cap.  xvi.  p.  425—  . 

Egypt,   found   a  merchant-lhip  bound  from  503. 

Alexandria  to  Marfeilles,  and  performed  the  ^+  This    fmall,  though    not  barren,  fpot, 

voyage  in  thirty  days   (Sulp.  Sever.  Dialog.  lona,  Hy,  or  Columbkill,  only  two  miles  in 

i.  I.).    Athanafius,  who  addreiled  his  Life  of  length,   and  one  mile  in   breadth,  has  been 

St.  Antony  to  the  foreign    monks,  was   ob-  diilinguifhed,  1.  By  the  monaftery  of  St.  Co- 

liged  to  haften  the  compofition,  that  it  might  lumba,  founded  A.  D.   566;  whofe    abbot 

be  ready  for  the  failing  of  the  fleets  (torn.  ii.  exercifcd  an   extraordinary  jurifdiilion  over 

jp.  451.).  the    bifliops   of  Caledonia.     2.  By  a.  clnj/ic 

■^'   See  Jerom  (tom.  i.  p.  126.),  Affemanni,  library,  which   afforded    fome  hopes   of  an 

Bibliot.  Orient,  tom.iv.  p.  92.  p.  857— 919.  entire  Livy;    and,   3.  By  the  tombs  of  iixty 

and  Geddes,   Church   Hiftory  of  Ethiopia,  kings,  Scots,    Iriih,  and    Norwegians ;  who 

p.  29,  30,  31.     The  Habyffmian  monks  ad-  repofed  in  holy  ground.     See  Uiher  (p.  31 1, 

here  very  ftriclly  to  the  primitive  inftitution.  360  —  370.),  and  Buchanan  (Rer.  Scot.  1.  ii. 

-^  Camden's   Britannia,    vol.   i.   p.   666,  p.  15.  edit.  Ruddiman). 
667. 

eternal 
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CHAP,    eternal  happlnefs  *'.     But  the   operation   of  thefe  religious  motives 
''  \  was  varioufly  determined  by  the  temper  and  fituation  of  mankind. 

Reafon  might  fubdue,  or  palTion  might  fufpend,  their  influence: 
but  they  afted  moil  forcibly  on  the  infirm  minds  of  children  and 
females ;  they  were  ftrengthened  by  fecret  remorfe,  or  accidental  mif- 
fortitne ;  and  they  might  derive  fome  aid  from  the  temporal  confi- 
dcrations  of  vanity  or  intereft.  It  was  naturally  fuppofed,  that  the 
pious  and  humble  monks,  who  had  renounced  the '  world,  to  accom- 
plii"h  the  work  of  their  falvation,  were  the  bell  qualified  for  the 
fpiritual  government  of  the  Chriilians.  The  relud:ant  hermit  was 
torn  from  his  cell,  and  feated,  amidil  the  acclamations  of  the  people, 
on  the  epifcopal  throne :  the  monafteries  of  Egypt,  of  Gaul,  and  of 
the  Eaft,  fupplied  a  regular  fucce/Tion  of  faints  and  bifhops ;  and 
ambition  foon  difcovered  the  fecret  road  which  led  to  the  poflef- 
fion  of  wealth  and  honours  ".  The  popular  monks,  whofe  reputa- 
tion was  connedled  with  the  fame  and  fuccefs  of  the  order,  aflidu- 
oufly  laboured  to  multiply  the  number  of  their  fellow-captives.  They 
infinuated  themfelves  into  noble  and  opulent  £imilies ;  and  the  fpe- 
cious  arts  of  flattery  and  feduGion  were  employed  to  fecure  thofe 
profelytes,  who  might  beftow  wealth  or  dignity  on  the  monadic 
profeffion.  The  indignant  father  bewailed  the  lofs,  perhaps  of  an 
only  fon  *'  j  the  credulous  maid  was  betrayed  by  vanity  to  violate 

*5  Chryfoftom  (in  th*  firil  tome  of  the  Be-  ringly   rewarded,    and  more  rigorouily  pu- 

nediftine edition)  has  confecrated  three  books  niihed. 

to  the  praile  and  defence  of  the  monaftic  life.  '*  Tliomafin  (Difcipline  de  t'Eglife,  torn. 

He  is  encouraged  by  the  example  of  the  ark,  to  i.  p.  1426  — 1469),  and  Mabillon    (Oeuvres 

prefume,  that  none  but  the  eleS  (the  monks)  Poilhumes,    torn.  ii.  p.    115-158.).      The 

canpoffibly  be  faved  (1.  i.  p.  55,  56.).    Elfe-  monks  were  gradually  adopted  as  apartof  the 

where  indeed  he  becomes  more   merciful  (I.  ccclefnftical  hierarchy. 

iii.  p.  83,  84.),  and  allows  different  degrees  ^'  Dr.  Middleton  (vol.  i.  p.  no.)  liberally 

of  glory  like  the  fun,    moon,   and   ftars.     In  cenfures  the  conduit   and  writings  of  Chry- 

his  lively  comparifon  of  a  king  and  a  monk  foilom,  one  of  the  moll  eloquent  and  fuccefs- 


{1.  iii.  p.  116     121),  he  fuppofes    (what  is     ful  advocates  for  the  monaftic  life. 
fcardly  fair),  that  tlie  king  will  be  more  fpa- 
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the  laws  of  nature ;  and  the  matron  afpired  to  imaginary  perfeilion, 
by  renouncing  the  virtues  of  domeftic  life.  Paula  yielded  to  the  per- 
fuafive  eloquence  of  Jerom "" ;  and  the  profane  title  of  mother-in-law 
of  God  ^',  tempted  that  illuftrious  widow,  to  confecrate  the  virginity  of 
her  daughter  Euftochium.  By  the  advice,  and  in  the  company,  of  her 
fpiritual  guide,  Paula  abandoned  Rome  and  her  infixnt  fan  ;  retired 
to  the  holy  village  of  Bethlem  ;  founded  an  hofpital  and  four  mo- 
nafteries ;  and  acquired,  by  her  alms  and  pennance,  an  eminent  and 
conlpicuous  ftation  in  the  catholic  church.  Such  rare  and  illuftrious 
penitents  were  celebrated  as  the  glory  and  example  of  their  age  ; 
but  the  monafteries  were  filled  by  a  crowd  of  obfcure  and  abjed 
plebeians  ^",  who  gained  in  the  cloyfter  much  more  than  they  had 
facrificed  in  the  world.  Peafants,  flaves,  and  mechanics,  might  efcape 
from  poverty  and  contempt,  to  a  fafe  and  honourable  profeifion; 
whofe  apparent  hardfliips  were  mitigated  by  cuftom,  by  popular  ap- 
plaufe,  and  by  the  fecret  relaxation  of  difcipline  ^'.  The  fubjeds  of 
Rome,  whofe  perfons  and  fortunes  were  made  refponfible  for  un- 
equal and  exorbitant  tributes,  retired  from  the  oppreilion  of  the  Im- 
perial government  ;  and  the  pufillanimous  youth  preferred  the 
pennance  of  a  monaftic,  to  the  dangers  of  a  military,  life.     The 

-'  Jerom's  devout  ladies  form  a  very  con-  fervili,  vel  eiiam  liberati,  vel  propter  hoc  a 

fiderable  portion  of  his  works  :  the  particu-  Dominis   liberati  five   Hberandi ;    ct  ex  viti 

lar  treatife,    which  he  ftyles  the  Epitaph  of  rufticana,    ct  ex  opificum  exercitatione,  .et 

Paula  (torn.  i.  p.  169 — 192.),  »5  an  elaborate  plebeio   labore.     Auguftin.    de    Oper.  Mo- 

and   extravagant  panegyric.    The  exordium  nach.   c.   22.   ap.  Thomaflin.  Difcipline  de 

is  ridiculoully  turgid  :  "  If  all  the  members  I'Eglife,  torn.  iii.  p.  1094.     The  Egyptian, 

"  of  my    body  were  changed   into   tongues,  who  blamed  Arfenius,  owned   that  he   led  a 

"  and  if  all  my  limbs  refounded  with  a  hu-  more  comfortable  life  a»  a  monk,  than  as  « 

"  man  voice,  yet  ihould  I  be  incapable,  &c."  lliepherd.      See  Tillemont,    Mem.    Ecclef, 

-'  Socrus  Dei  efle  cojpilli   (Jerom.  ton),  i.  torn.  xiv.  p.  679. 

p.  140.  ad  Euftochium),  Rufinus  (in  Hiero-  ^'  A  Dominican  friar  (Voyages  da  P.  La- 

nvm.  Op.  tom.  iv.  p.  223•).  who  was  juftly  bat,  torn.  i.  p.  10.),  who  lodged  at  Cadie  i» 

fcandalifed,  aiks  his  adverfary.  Prom  what  a  convent  of  his  brethren,  foon  underftood. 

Pagan  poet  he  had  ftolen  an  exprcffion  fo  im-  that  their  repofe  was  never  interrupted  by 

pious  and  abfurd  ?  nofturnal  devotion;    "  quoiqu'on   ne  laiflt; 

'"  Nunc  autem  V€niunt/ifra/»^«i  ad  hanc  "  pas  defonner  pour  I'edincation  dupeuple." 
profelfioncm  fervitutis  Dei,  et  ex  conditione 

Vol.  III.  3  U  affrighted 
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the  iiioiircs. 


affrighted  provincials,  of  every  rank,  who  fled  before  the  Barbarians, 
found  flielter  and  fubfiftence  ;  whole  legions  were  buried  in  thefe  re- 
ligious fandtuarics;  and  the  fame  caufc,  Avhich  relieved  the  diftrefs 
of  individuals,  impaired  tlic  ilrength  and  fortitude  of  the  empire  ". 
Obedience  of  The  monailic  profeflion  of  the  ancients  ^*  was  an  aft  of  voluntary- 
devotion.  The  inconftant  flinatic  was  threatened  with  the  eternal 
vengeance  of  the  God  whom  he  deferted  :  but  the  doors  of  the  mo- 
naftery  were  fllll  open  for  repentance.  Thofe  monks,  whofe  confcience 
was  fortified  by  reafon  or  paflion,  were  at  liberty  to  refume  the  cha- 
rafter  of  men  and  citizens  ;  and  even  the  fpoufes  of  Chrift  might  ac- 
cept the  legal  embraces  of  an  earthly  lover  ".  The  examples  of  fcan- 
dal,  and  the  progrefs  of  fuperftition,  fuggefted  the  propriety  of 
more  forcible  reilraints.  After  a  fufEcient  trial,  the  fidelity  of  the 
novice  was  fecured  by  a  folemn  and  perpetual  vow ;  and  his  irrevo- 
cable engagement  was  ratified  by  the  laws  of  the  church  and  ftate.  A 
guilty  fugitive  was  purfued,  arreiled,  and  reftored  to  his  perpetual 
prifon  ;  and  the  interpofition  of  the  magiilrate  oppreffed  the  freedom 
and  merit,  which  had  alleviated,  in  fome  degree,  the  abjeft  flavery 
of  the  monaftic  difcipline^*.  The  adions  of  a  monk,  his  words,  and 
even  his  thoughts,  were  determined  by  an  inflexible  rule ",  or  a 

capricious 

3'  See    a  very  ienfible  preface  of  Lucas  Patrum,  his  four  firft  books  of  Inftitules,  and 

Holftenius  to  the  Codex  Regularum.     The  the  twenty-four  Collations  or  Conferences), 
emperors  attempted  to  fuppjrt  the  obligation         ^'  The  example  cf  Malchus  (Jerom.  torn, 

of  public  and   private  duties;  but  the  feeble  i.  p.  256.),  and  the  defign  of  CaiTian  and  his 

dykes  were  fwept  away  by  the  torrent  of  fu-  friend  (Collation  xxiv.  i.)  are  inconteftabic 

perilition  :  and   Juftinian  furpafled  the   moll  proofs  of  their  freedom  ;  which  is  elegantly 

(anguine  wiihes of thcmonks  (ThomaiTin, torn,  defcribed  by  Erafmus  in  his  Life  of  St.  je- 

j.  p.  1782—1799.  and  Bingham,  L  vii.  c.  3.  rom.      See  Chardon,  Hill,   des  Sacremens, 

p.  253.).  torn.  vi.  p.  279—300. 

^*•  The  monaftic  inftitations.paiticularly  thofe        ^*  See  the  Laws  of  Juftinian  (Novel,  cxxiii. 

of  Egypt,  about  the  year  400,  are  defcribed  N°  42.),  and  of  Lewis   the  Pious    (in   the 

by  four  curious  and  devout  travellers ;  Ruiinus  Hiilorians  of  France,  torn.  vi.  p.  427.),  and 

(Vit.  Patruin,  1.  ii,  iii.  p.  424— 536.),  Poft-  theaftual  jurifprudence  of  France,  in  DeniiTart 

humian  (Sulp.  Sever.  Dialog,  i.),  Palladius  (Decifions,  Sec.  torn.  iv.  p.  855,  &c.). 
(Hift.  Lufiac.  in  Vit.  Patrura.p.  709 — 863.),         "  The   ancient   Codex    Rcgularum,  col- 

and  Caffian  [ke  in  torn.  vii.  Bibliothec.  Max.  levied    by  Beucdid  Anianinus,  the  reformer 

of 
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eaprlcious  fupe.rlor  :  the  flighteft  oiFences  were  corredled  by  dilgrace    chap. 

01-  confinement,  extraordinary  fafts  or  bloody  flagellation  ;  and  dif-   v^ , — J 

obedience,  murmur,  or  delay,  were  ranked  in  the  catalogue  of  the 
mofl:  heinous  fins '\  A  blind  fubmiffion  to  the  commands  of  the 
abbot,  however  abfurd,  ^or  even  criminal,  they  might  feem,  was  the 
ruling  principle,  the  firfl  virtue  of  the  Egyptian  monks ;  and  their 
patience  was  frequently  exercifed  by  the  moil  extravagant  trials. 
They  were  diredled  to  remove  an  enormous  rock;  afliduoufly  to 
water  a  barren  ilaiF,  that  was  planted  in  the  ground,  till,  at  the  end 
of  three  years,  it  iliould  vegetate  and  bloflbm  like  a  tree  ;  to  walk 
into  a  fiery  furnace ;  or  to  caft  their  infant  into  a  deep  pond :  and 
feveral  faints,  or  madmen,  have  been  immortalized  in  monadic  ftory, 
by  their  thoughilefs,  and  fearlefa,  obedience  ".  The  freedom  of  the 
mind,  the  fource  of  every  generous  and  rational  fentiment,  was  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  habits  of  credulity  and  fubmiffion  ;  and  the  monk, 
contradling  the  vices  of  a  flave,  devoutly  followed  the  faith  and 
paiEons  of  his  ecclefiaftical  tyrant.  The  peace  of  the  eaftern  church 
was.  invaded  by  a  fwarm  of  fanatics,  incapable  of  fear,  or  reafon,  or 
humanity ;  and  the  Imperial  troops  acknowledged,  without  ihame, 

of  the  monks  in  the  beginning  of  the  ninth  invented.     See  an  admirable  difcourfe  of -the 

centun•,  and  publilhed  in   the  feventecnth,  karjied  Mabillon  (Oeuvres  Pofthumes,  torn, 

by  Lucas  Hclftenius,  contains  thirty  difFcrent  ii.  p.    321  —  336.);    who,  on   this   occafion, 

rules  formcn  and  women.  Of  thefe.feven  were  feems  to  be  infpired  by  the  genius  of  huina- 

compofed  in  Egypt,  one  in  the  Ealt,   one  in  nity.     For  fuch  an  effort,  I  can  forgive  his 

Cappadocia,  one  in  Italy,  one  in  Africa,  four  defence  of  the  holy  tear  of.  Vendome  (p. 

in  Spain,  eight  in  Gaul,  or  France,  and  one  in  361-399•)• 

"England.  "  Sulp.  Sever.  Dialog,  i.  12,  13.  p.  532, 

3«  The  rule  of  Columbanusi  fo  prevalent  ^c.  Caffian,  Inftitut.  1.  iv.  c.  z6,  27.    "  Pru;- 

in  the  Weft,  inflifts  one  hundred   laihee  for  "  cipua  ibi  virtus  et  prima  eft  obedientia." 

very  flight  offences   (Cod.  Reg.  part  ii.  p.  Among  the  Verba  feniorum  (in  Vit.  Patrum, 

174.).     Before  the  time  of  Charlemagne,  the  1.  v.  p.  617.),    the    fourteenth   libel   or  dif- 

abbots    indulged    themfehes   in    mutilating  courfe  is  on  the  fubjeft  of  obedience  ;  and  the 

their  monks,  or  putting  out  their  eyes ;  a  Jefuit  RoAveyde,  who  publilhed  that  huge 

puniihroent    much    lefs    cruel   than  the  tre-  volume  for  the  ufe  of  convents,  ha;  colledeJ 

rncnJous  'vads  in  face   (the    fubterraneous  all  the  fcattered  paflages  in  hii  two  copious 

dungeon,  or  fepulchrc),  which  was  afterwards  indexes. 

3  U  2  thai 
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that  tlicy  were  much  lefs  apprehenfive  of  an   encounter  with  the 
fierceft  Barbarians  ^*. 

Superftition  has  often  framed  and  confecrated  the  fantaftic  garments 
of  the  monks  ^" :  bur  their  apparent  frngularity  fometimes  proceeds 
from  tlieir  uniform  attachment  to  a  fimple  and  primitive  model, 
which  the  revolutions  of  falhion  have  made  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of 
mankind.  The  father  of  the  Benedidines  exprefsly  difclaims  all  idea 
of  choice,  or  merit ;  and  foberly  exhorts  his  difciples  to  adopt  the 
coarfe  and  convenient  drefs  of  the  countries  which  they  may  in- 
habit *'.  The  monaftic  habits  of  the  ancients  varied  with  the  climate, 
and  their  mode  of  life;  and  they  affumed,  with  the  fame  indifference, 
the  iheep-ikin  of  the  Egyptian  peafants,  or  the  cloak  of  the  Grecian 
philofophers.  They  alIo\ved  themfelves  the  ufe  of  linen  in  Egypt, 
where  it  was  a  cheap  and  domeftic  manufadure  ;  but  in  the  Weil, 
they  rejeded  fuch  an  expenfive  article  of  foreign  luxury  *\  It  was 
the  pradice  of  the  monks  either  to  cut  or  fhave  their  hair  ;  they 
wrapped  their  heads  in  a  cowl,  to  efcape  the  fight  of  profane  objeds  ; 
their  legs  and  feet  were  naked,  except  in  the  extreme  cold  of 
winter;  and  their  flow  and  feeble  fteps  were  fupported  by  a  long 
ftaff.  The  afped  of  a  genuine  anachoret  was  horrid  and  difgufting  : 
every  fenfation  that  is  offenfive  to  man,  was  thought  acceptable  to 
God ;  and  the  angelic  rule  of  Tabenne  condemned  the  falutary  cuftom 
of  bathing  the  limbs  in  water,  and  of  anointing  them  with  oil  **. 


"  Dr.  Jortin  (Remarks  on  Ecclefiaftical 
Hiftory,  vol.  iv.  p.  i6i.)  has  obferved  the 
fcandalous  valour  of  the  Cappadocian  monks, 
which  was  exemplified  in  the  baniihment  of 
Chryfoftom. 

^"  Callian  has  fimply,  though  copioufly, 
defcribed  the  monaftic  habit  of  Egypt  (Infti- 
tut.  I.  i.),  to  which  Sozomen  (1.  iii.  c.  14.) 
attributes  fuch  allegorical  meaning  and  virtue. 

*°  Regul.  Bcnedidl.  N'  55.  in  Cod.  Re- 
£ul.  partii.  p.  51. 


♦'  See  the  Rale  of  Ferreolus,  biihop  of 
Ufez  (N°  31.  in  Cod.  Regul.  part  ii.  p. 
136.),  and  of  Ifidore,  biihop  of  Seville  (N* 
13.  in  Cod.  Regul.  part  ii.  p.  214.). 

**  Some  partial  indulgences  were  granted 
for  the  hands  and  feet.  "  Totum  auterai 
"  corpus  nemo  unguet  nifi  cauf^iniirmitatis, 
"  nee  lavabitur  aqua  nudo  corpore,  nili 
"  languor  perfpicuus  liu"  (Regul.  Pachom. 
xcii.  part  j.  p.  78.) 

The 
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The  auftere  monks  flept  on  the  ground,  on  a  hard  mat,  or  a  rough    Rr^^^rF" 

blanket ;  and  the  fame  bundle   of  palm-leaves  ferved  them  as  a  feat    \— -y > 

in  the  day,  and  a  pillow  in  the  night.  Their  original  cells  were 
low  narrow  huts,  built  of  the  flightefl:  materials  ;  which  formed,  by 
the  regular  diftribution  of  the  ftreets,  a  large  and  populous  village, 
inclofmg,  within  the  common  wall,  a  church,  an  hofpital,  perhaps 
a  library,  fome  neceiTary  offices,  a  garden,  and  a  fountain  or  refervoir 
of  freili  water.  Thirty  or  forty  brethren  compofed  a  family  of  fe- 
parate  difcipline  and  diet ;  and  the  great  monafteries  of  Egypt  con- 
ufted  of  thirty  or  forty  families. 

Pleafure  and  guilt  are  fynonymous  terms  in  the  language  of  the  Their  diet. 
monks :  and  they  had  difcovered,  by  experience,  that  rigid  fails, 
and  abftemious  diet,  are  the  moil  effeitual  prefervatives  againft  the 
impure  defires  of  the  fleih  *^  The  rules  of  abilinence,  which  they 
impofed,  or  pradil'ed,  were  not  uniform  or  perpetual :  the  cheer- 
ful feftival  of  the  Pentecoft  was  balanced  by  the  extraordinary  mor- 
tification of  Lent ;  the  fervour  of  new  monaileries  was  infenfibly  re- 
laxed ;  and  the  voracious  appetite  of  the  Gauls  could  not  imitate 
the  patient,  and  temperate,  virtue  of  the  Egyptians  *^  The  difciples 
of  Anthony  and  Pachomius  were  fatisfaed  with  their  daily  pittance  *', 

♦'  St.   Jerom,    in  ftrong,    but  indifcrect,  count  of  the  aerum  temperies,  and  the  qoali- 

Tanguage,  expreflei  the  moft  important  ufe  of  tas    noilra;    fragilitatis     (Inftitut.    iv.    ii.). 

failing  and  abftinence  :  "  Non  quod  Deus  Among  the  weftern  rules,  that  of  Columba- 

"  univerfitatis  Creator etDominus.inteftino-  nus  is  the  moft  auftere;  he   had  been  edu- 

"  num  noftrorum  rugitu,  et  inanitate  ventris,  cated  amidft  the  poverty  of  Ireland,  as  rigid 

".  pulmonifque  ardore  deleftetur,  fed  quod  perhaps,  and  inflexible,  as  the  abllemiousvir- 

"  aliter  pudicitia  tuta  efle  non  poffit."  (Op.  tue  of  Egypt.     The  Rule  of  Ifidore  of  Seville 

torn.  i.  p.   137.   ad  Euftochium.)     See  the  is  the  mildeft  :  on  holidays  he  allows  the  ufe 

twelfth    and    tvventy-fecond    Collations    of  of  flelh. 

Caflian,  de  Caflitate,  and  de  lllufionibus  Noc-  *'  "  Thofc   who   drink  only  water,  and 

turnis.  «'  have  no  nutritious  liquor,  ought,  at  leaft, 

♦*  Edacitas  in  Graecis  gula  eft,  in  Gallis  "  to  have  a  pound  and  a  half  ('/wi?;/j-/iar 

natura  (Dialog,  i.  c.  4.  p.  521.).      Caffian  "  ounces)  of  bread  every  day."      State  of 

fairly  owns,  that  the  perfedl  model  of  ablH-  Prifons,  p.  40.  by  Mr.  Howard, 
nence  cannot  be  imitated  in  Gaul,  on  ac- 
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CHAP,    of  twelve   ounces   of  bread,  or  rather  b'lfcuit  *",  which  they  divided 

XXXVII. 

\_  -".-  1-  into  two  frugal  repafts,  of  the  afternoon,  and  of  the  evening.  It 
was  efteemcd  a  merit,  and  almoft  a  duty,  to  abftain  from  the  boiled 
vegetables,  which  were  provided  for  the  refe£lory  ;  but  the  extraor- 
dinary bounty  of  the  abbot  fometimes  indulged  them  with  the 
hixury  of  cheefe,  fruit,  fallad,  and  the  fmall  dried  filh  of  the  Nile*'. 
A  more  ample  latitude  of  fea  and  river  fifli  was  gradually  allowed  or 
afllimed :  but  the  ufe  of  fleih  was  long  confined  to  the  fick  or  tra- 
vellers ;  and  when  it  gradually  prevailed  in  the  lefs  rigid  monafteries 
of  Europe,  a  fmgular  diftindion  was  introduced;  as  if  birds,  whether 
wild  or  domeftic,  had  been  lefs  profane  than  the  groiTer  animals  of 
the  field.  Water  was  the  pure  and  innocent  beveridge  of  the  pri- 
mitive Aonks  ;  and  the  founder  of  the  Benedidines  regrets  the  daily 
portion  of  half  a  pint  of  wine,  which  had  been  extorted  from  him 
by  the  intemperance  of  the  age  *'.  Such  an  allovi^ance  might  be  eafily 
fupplied  by  the  vineyards  of  Italy ;  and  his  vidorious  difciples,  who 
pafled  the  Alps,  the  Rhine,  and  the  Baltic,  required,  in  the  place  of 
wine,  an  adequate  compenfation  of  ftrong  beer  or  cyder. 

Their  ma-  The   candidate  who  afpired  to  the  Aartue  of  evangelical  poverty, 

nual  labour.  .  ... 

abjured,  at   his  firft  entrance   mto  a   regular  community,  the  idea, 
and  even  the  name,  of  all  feparate,  or  exclufive,  ροΠείΓιοη  ".     The 

bretlifen 

■"  See  Caflian.   Collat.   I.   ii.   19,20,   21.  40.   (in  Cod.  Reg.  part  ii.  p.   41,42.)     Li- 

The   fmall   loaves,   orbifcuit,  of  fix  ounces  cet  legamus  vinum  omnino  inonachorum  non 

each,  had   obtained  the   name  of  Paximacia  eJTe,  fed  quia  noftris  temporibus  id  moiiachis 

(Rofweyde,  Onomaflicon,  p.   104;.).      Pa-  perfuaderi  non  potert  ;  he  allows  them  a  Ro- 

chomius,  ho.wever,  allowed  his  monks  fome  man  hcmina,  a  meafurc  which  may  be  afcer- 

bititudc  in  the  quantity  of  their  food  ;  but  he  tained  from  Arbuthnot's  Tables, 

made  them  work  in  proportion   as   they  eat  *'  Such  expreilions,  as  «y  book,  mji  cloak, 

(Pallad.  in    Ililh  Laufiac.  c.  38,  39.  in  Vit.  my  ihocs    (Calfian.  Inilitut,    1.  iv.  c.    13.^, 

Tatrum,  l.viii.  p•  736,  737.).  were-not  lefs  fcverely  prohibited  among  the 

•*'  See  the  banquet  to  which  Caffian   (Col-  Weftern  monks  (Cod.  Rcgul.  partii.  p.  174. 

lation  viii.   i.)  was  invited    by  Serenus,  an  235.288.);  and  the  Rule  of  Columbanus 

Egyptian  abbot.  punilheJ  them  with  fix  ladies.     The  ironical 

^  See  the  Rule  of  St.  Bencdift,  K°  39,  author  of  the  On/ra  Muft,->/?:j:irs,  who  laughs 
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brethren  were  fuppoited  by  their  manual  hibour ;  and  the  duty  of  Cli  Λ  ?. 
labour  was  itreiiuoufly  recommended  as  a  pennance,  as  an  excrcife,  C'-'-j—  '/ 
and  as  the  moft  laudable  means  of  fecuring  their  daily  iubfiftence  '°. 
The  garden,  and  fields,  which  the  induftry  of  the  monks  had  often 
refcued  from  the  foreft  or  the  morafs,  were  diligently  cultivated  by 
their  hands.  They  performed,  without  reludlance,  the  menial  offices' 
of  ilaves  and  domeftics  ;  and  the  feveral  trades  that  v/ere  neceflary  to 
provide  their  habits,  their  utcnfils,  and  their  lodging,  were  cxercifed 
within  the  precinfts  of  the  great  monafteries.  Tlie  monaftic  iludies 
have  tended,  for  the  moft  part,  to  darken,  rather  than  to  jufpcl,  the 
cloud  of  fuperftition.  Yet  the  curiofity  or  zeal  ^  fome  learned 
folitaries  has  cultivated  the  ecclefiaftical,  -  atrd' even  the  profane,  fci- 
ences :  and  pofterity  muft  gratefully  acknov/ledge,  that  the  monu- 
ments of  Greek  and  Roman  literature  have  been  prefervedJnd  mul- 
tiplied by  their  indefatigable  pens  ".  But  the  more  humble  Induftry 
of  the  monks,  efpecially  in  Egypt,  w^as  contented  with  the  filent, 
fedentary,  occupation,  of  making  wooden  fandals,  or  of  twifting  the 
leaves  of  the  palm-tree  into  mats  and  baflcets.  The  fuperfluous 
ftock,  which  was  not  confumed  in  domeftic  ufe,  fupplied,  by  trade, 
the  wants  of  the  community  :  the  boats  of  Tabenne,  and  the  other 
monafteries  of  Thebais,  defcended  the  Nile  as  far  as  Alexandria  • 
and,  in  a  Chriftian  market,  the  fandity  of  the  workmen  might  en- 
hance the  intrinfic  value  of  the  work. 

at  the  fooliih   nicety   of  modern  convents,  p.  47 — 55.)  has  collefted  many  curious  fails 

feems  ignorant  that  the  ancients  were  equally  tojuftify  the  literary  labours  of  his  prede- 

abiurd.  ceiTors,   both  in   the   Eaft  and  Weft.     Books 

-      '°  Two  great  mafters  of  ecclefiaftical  fci-  were  copied   in   tlie    ancient   monafteries  of 

ence,  theP.Thoraairm(DifciplinederEg!ife,  Egypt  (Cafiian.  Inftitut.  1.  iv.  c.  12.),  and 

tort.  iii.  p.  1090— 1139.),  and  the  P.  Ma-  by  the  diiciples  of  St,  Martin  (Sulp.  Sever, 

billon  (Etudes  Monaftiques,  tom.  i.  p.  1 16—  in  Vit.  Martin,  c.  7.  p.  473.).     Cafliodorius 

155.),  have  ferioufly  e>:amined   the    manual  hasallowed  an  ample  fcope  for  the  ftudies  of 

labour  of  the  monks,  which  the  former  con-  the  monks  ;  and  lue  ihall  not  Le  fcandalized,, 

f)ders  as  a  merit,  and  the  latter  as  a  (/ii/y.  if  their  pen  fometimes  wandered  from  Chry- 

^'  Mabillon  (Etudes  Monaftiques,  tom.  i.  foftom  and  Auguftin,  to  Homer,  and  Virgil.. 

'I  But 


Their  riches 
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But  the  neceflity  of  manual  labour  was  infenfibly  fuperfeded. 
The  novice  was  tenipted  to  beftow  his  fortune  on  the  faints,  in 
whofe  fociety  he  was  refolved  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  his  life  ; 
and  the  pernicious  indulgence  of  the  laws  permitted  him  to  receive,, 
for  their  ufe,  any  future  acceihons  of  legacy  or  inheritance  ".  Me- 
lania  contributed  her  plate,  three  hundred  pounds  weight  of  filver  ; 
and  Paula  contraAed  an  immenfe  debt,  for  the  relief  of  their  fa- 
vourite monks  ;  who  kindly  imparted  the  merits  of  their  prayers  and 
pennance  to  a  rich  -and  liberal  fmner  ".  Time  continually  increafed, 
and  accidents  could  feldom  diminiih,  the  eftates  of  the  popular  mo- 
nafteries,  which  fpread  over  the  adjacent  country  and  cities:  and,  in 
the  firft  century  of  their  inftitution,  the  infidel  Zofimus  has  mali- 
cioufly  c^ferved,  that,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  the  Chriftian  monks 
had  reduled  a  great  part  of  mankind  to  a  ftate  of  beggary  **.  As  long  as 
they  maintained  their  original  fervour,  they  approved  themfelves,  how- 
ever, the  faithful  and  benevolent  ftewards  of  the  charity,  which  was  en- 
trvifted  to  their  care.  But  their  difcipline  was  corrupted  by  profperity : 
they  gradually  aiTumed  the  pride  of  wealth,  and  at  lail  indulged  the 
luxury  of  expence.  Their  public  luxury  might  be  excufed  by  the 
magnificence  of  religious  worihip,  and  the  decent  motive  of 
eredling  durable  habitations  for  an  immortal  fociety.  But  every 
age  of  the  church  has  accufed  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  degenerate 
monks  ;  who  no  longer  remembered  the  obje<3:  of  their  inftitution, 

"  Thomaffiii  (Difcipline  de  I'Eglife,  torn.  "  If  to  God,  he  who  fufpends  the  moun- 

iii.  p.  1 1 8.  145,  146.  171  — 179.)  hasexamin-  "  tains  in  a  balance,  need  not  be  informed 

ed  the  revolution   of  the  civil,  canon,  and  "  of  theweight  of  your  plate."  (Pallad.Hift. 

common,  law.     Modem  France  confirms  the  Laufiac.    c.  10.    in  the  Vit.   Patrum,   1.  viii. 

death  which  monks  have  inflifted  on  them-  p.  715.) 

felves,  and  juftly  deprives   them  of  all  right  '*  To  m^v  μ,ίξας  ττ,ς  yu;  uxuixTcinc,  ηξαψασ-ιι 

of  inheritance.  τω  («ταίιίο»*!  παπ-α    τηωχα;,   ΐΓ»>τα;  (:.•5  iiirst») 

"  See  Jerom  (tom.i.  ρ.  176.  183•).     The  τττωχνς  KaTx-r,jc,nic,      Zofun.   1.    v.    p.  325• 

monk  Pambo  made  a  fublime  anfwer  to  Me-  Yet  the  wealth  of  the  eaftern  monks  was   far 

lania,  who  vvilhed  to  fpecify  the  value  of  her  furpaiTed  by  the  princely  greatnefs   of  the 

gift:  "  Do  you  offer  it  to  me,  or  to  God?  BcneditUnes. 

9  embraced 


tude. 
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embraced  the  vain  and  fenfual  pleafures  of  the  world,  which  they  had    ^  "  ^  ^• 
renounced ",    and  fcandalouily  abufed  the  riches  which  had  been    ^- — y — J 
acquired  by  the  auftere  virtues  of  their  founders  '*.     Their  naturiU 
defcent,  from  fuch  painful  and   dangerous  virtue,   to   the   common 
vices  of  humanity,  will  not,  perhaps,  excite  much  grief  or  indigna- 
tion in  the  mind  of  a  philofopher. 

The  lives  of  the  primitive  monks  were  confumed  in  penance  and  Their  foil 
folitude ;  undi"fturbed  by  the  various  occupations  which  fill  the 
time,  and  exercife  the  faculties,  of  reafonable,  active,  and  focial 
beings.  Whenever  they  were  permitted  to  ftep  beyond  the  pre- 
cinils  of  the  monailery,  two  jealous  companions  were  the  mutual 
guards  and  fpies  of  each  other's  actions ;  and,  after  their  return,  they 
were  condemned  to  forget,  or,  at  leaft,  to  fupprefs,  Λvhatgver  they 
had  feen  or  heard  in  the  world.  Strangers,  who  profeffed  the  orthor 
dox  faith,  were  hofpitably  entertained  in  a  feparate  apartment  j  but 
their  dangerous  com'-erfation  was  reftridied  to  fome  cholen  elders  of 
approved  difcretion  and  fidelity.  Except  in  their  prefence,  the  mo- 
nailic  flave  might  not  receive  the  vifits  of  his  friends  or  kindred  ;  and 
it  was  deemed  highly  meritorious,  if  he  afflidied  a  tender  fifter,  or  an 
aged  parent,  by  the  obitinate  refufal  of  a  word  or  look  ".  The  monks 
themfeh'es  paiTed  their  lives,  without  perfonal  attachments,  among  a 
trowd,  which  had  be-en  formed  by  accident,  and  was  detained,  in  the 
fame  prifon,  by  force  or  prejudice.    Reclufe  fanatics  have  few  ideas  or 

"  The  fixth  general  council  (the  Quini-         "^  I  have  fomewhere  heard   or  read  the 

icxt  in  Trullo,  Canon  xlvii.    in   Beveridge,  frank   confefflon   of    a  Benedi£tine   abbot  : 

torn.  i.  p.  213.)  reilrains  women  from  paiT-  "  My  vow  of  poverty  has  given  me  an  hun- 

Ing  the  night  in  a  male,  or  men  in  a  female,  "  dred  thoufand  crowns  a  year  ;  my  vow  of 

monaftery.    The  feventh  general  council  {the  "  obedience  has  raifed  me  to  the  rank  of  a 

fecond  Nicene,  canon  xx.  in  Beveridge,  torn.  "  fovereign    prince."— I   forget  the  confe- 

i.  p.  325.)  prohii)its  the  ercdion  of  double  or  quences  of  his  yow  of  chaftity. 
proHjifcuous  monafteries  of  both  fexcs ;  but         "  Pior,  an    Egyptian  monk,  allowed  his 

it  appears  from  Balfamon,  that  the  prohibi-  fifter  to  fee  him  ;  but  he  Ihut  hi?  eyes  during 

tion  was  not  effeftual.  On  the  irregular  plea,  the  whole  vifit.     See  Vit.  Patrum,  1.  iii.  p. 

Tures  and  expences  cf  the  clergy  and  monks,  504.     Many  fuch  examples  might  be  added. 
lee  Thomaffin,  tom.  iii.  p.  1334— 1368. 

Vol.  III.  3  X  fentlments 
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fentiments  to  communicate  :  a  fpecial  licence  of  the  abbot  regulated  the 
time  and  duration  of  their  familiar  vifits ;  and,  at  their  filent  meals^ 
they  were  enveloped  in  their  cowls,  inacceffible,  and  almoft  invifible, 
to  each  other '\  Study  is  the  refource  of  folitude:.  but  education  had  not 
prepared  and  qualified  for  any  liberal  fludies  the  mechanics  and  pea- 
fants,  who  filled  the  monaftic  communities.  They  might  v^ork  :  but 
the  vanity  of  fpiritual  perfedion  vms  tempted  to  difdain  the  exercife 
of  manual  labour ;  and  the  induftry  muft  be  faint  and  languid,  which 
is  not  excited  by  the  fenfe  of  perfonal  intereft. 

According  to  their  faith  and  zeal,  they  might  employ  the 
day,  which  they  paifed  in  their  cells,  either  in  vocal  or  mental 
prayer:  they  aflembled  in  the  evening,  and  they  were  awaken-• 
ed  in  the  night,  for  the  public  worihip  of  the  monaftery.  Tha 
precife  moment  was  determined  by  the  ftars,  which  are  feldom  cloud- 
ed in  the  ferene  iky  of  Egypt ;  and  a  ruftic  horn,  or  trumpet,  the 
fignal  of  devotion,  twice  interrupted  the  vail  filence  of  the  deiert  ^'. 
Evenfleep,  the  laft  refuge  of  the  unhappy,  was  rigoroufly  meafured; 
the  vacant  hours  of  the  monk  heavily  rolled  along,  without  bufi- 
nefs  or  pleafure  ;  and,  before  the  clofe  of  each  day,  he  had  re- 
peatedly accufed  the  tedious  progrefs  of  the  Sun '".  In  this  com- 
fortlefs  ftate,  fuperftition  ftill  purfued  and  tormented  her  wretched 
votaries  ^'.     The  repofe  which  they  had  fought  in  the  cloifter  was 


5*  Tlieyth,  Sth,  29th,  50th,  31ΙΪ,  34th, 
57t}i,  60th,  86th,  and  g  jth  articles  of  the  Rule 
of  Pachomius,  impofe  moft  intolerable  Aj-u/j  of 
iilence  and  mortificatiun. 

5»  The  diurnal  and  nofturnal  prayers  of 
the  monks  are  copiouily  difcufled  by  Caffian 
in  the  third  and  fourth  books  of  his  Inftitu- 
tions  ;  and  he  conftantly  prefers  the  lijjjrgy, 
which  an  angel  had  diilated  to  the  mo- 
nafteries  of  Tabenne. 

*"  Caffian,  from  his  own  experience,  de- 
fcribes  the  accJia,  or  liftleflhefs  of  mind  and 
body,  to  which  a  monk  was  expofcd,  when  he 

5 


fighed  to  find  himfelf  alone.  Sxpiufque  egre- 
ditir  et  ingreditur  cellam,  etSoIem  velut  ad 
occafum  tardius  properantem  crebrius  intue- 
tur  (fnftitut.  x.  i.). 

*'  The  temptations  and  fufl'erings  of  Sta- 
girius  were  communicated  by  that  unfortu- 
nate youth  to  his  friend  St.  Ghryfoftom.  See 
Middleton's  Works,  vol.  i..  p.  107  —  110. 
Something  fimilar  intrpduces  the  life  of  every 
faint  ;  and  the  famous  Inigo,  or  Ignatius, 
the  founder  of  the  Jefuits  (Vie  d'Inigo  de 
Guipofcoa,  tom.i.  p.  29  —  38.)  may  fcrve  as 
a  memorable  example. 

diilurbed 
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tVifturbed  by  tardy  repentance,  profane  doubts,  and  guilty  delires ;  C  i^  A  P. 
and,  while  they  confidered  each  natural  impulie  as  an  unpardonable  ■  - .  _f 
fin,  they  perpetually  trembled  on  the  edge  of  a  flaming  and  bottom-; 
lefs  abyfs.  From  the  painful  ilruggles  of  difeafe  and  defpair^'  thefe 
unhappy  vidims  were  fometimes  relieved  by  madnefs  or  death ; 
and,  in  the  fixth  century,  an  hofpital  was  founded  at  Jerufalem  for  a 
fmall  portion  of  the  auftere  penitents,  v/ho  were  deprived  of  theit 
fenfes  *".  Their  vifions,  before  they  attained  this  extreme  and  ac- 
knowledged term  of  frenzy,  have  afforded  ample  materials  of  fu- 
pernatural  hiftory.  It  was  thtir  firm  perfuafion,  that  the  arr,  which 
they  breathed,  was  peopled  with  invifible  enemies ;  with  itinumerable 
daemons,  who  watched  eveiy  occafion,  and  aflumed  every  form,  to 
tjerrify,  and  above  all  to  tempt,  their  unguarded  virtue.  The  ima- 
gination, and  even  the  fenfes,  were  deceived  by  the  illufions  of  dif- 
tempered  fanaticifm ;  and  the  hermit,  whofe  midnight  prayer  was 
opprefTed  by  involuntary  flumber,  might  eafily  confound  the  phan- 
toms of  horror  or  delight,  which  had  occupied  his  fleeping,  and  his 
waking  dreams".  •li^'^^i  ini;jj:v  ori; 

The  monks  were  divided  into  two  clafles  :  the    CdHohitei]  who  The  Coeno- 
iived  under  a  common,  and  regular,  difcipline ;  and  the  Anachorets^  Anachorets. 
who  indulged  their  unfocial,  independent,  fanaticifm"*.     The  moft 
det^out,  or  the  moft  ambitious,  of  the  fpiritual  brethren,  renounced 

**  Fleury,  Hill.  Ecclefiaftique,    torn.  vii.  The  devils  were  moll  formidable  In  a  female 

p.  46.     I  have  read  fomeiwhere,  in  the  Vitse  Ihape. 

Patrum,  but  I  cannot  recover  the  place,  that  ^^  For  the  dillin£l!on  of  the  Cirwoi/Vii  and 

/e'veral,  I   believe  many,  of  the  monks,  who  the  Hermits,  efpecially  in  Egypt,  fee  Jerom 

did  not  reveal  their  temptations  to  the  abbot,  (torn.  i.  p.  45.  ad  Rufticum),  the  firft  Dia- 

became  guilty  of  fuicide.  logue  of  Sulpicius  Severus,  Rufinus  (c.  22. 

'*^  See  the  feventh  and  eighth  Collations  in  Vit.  Patrum,  1.  ii.  p.  478.)»  Palladius  (c. 
of  Caffian,  who  gravely  examines,  why  the  7.  6ψ.  in  Vit.  Patrum,  1.  viii.  p.  712.  758.), 
dxmons  were  growa  lefs  aftive  and  nu-  and  above  all,  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth 
merous,  fince  the  time  of  St.  Antony.  Rof-  Collations  of  Caffian.  Thefe  writers,  who 
weyde's  copious  index  to  the  Vitas  Patrum  compare  the  common,  and  folitary,  life,  re- 
will  point  out  a  variety  of  infernal  fcenes.  veal  the  abufe  and  danger  of  the  latter.  ' 

,  v  3X2  the 


^24  THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 

CHAP,   the  convent,  as  they  had  renounced  the  world.    The  fervent  mona- 
xxxvir. 
*1'  v*'^   fteries  of  Egypt,  Paleftine,  and  Syria,  were  furrounded  hy  a  Laura^\ 

a  diftant  circle  of  folitary  cells  ;  and  the  extravagant  penance  of  the 
Hermits  was  ftimulated  by  applaufe  and  emulation  '^  They  funk 
under  the  painful  weight  of  crofles  and  chains  ;  and  their  emaciated 
limbs  were  confined  by  collars,  bracelets,  gauntlets,  and  greaves,  of 
mafly,  and  rigid,  iron.  All  fuperfluous  incumbrance  of  drefs  they 
contemptuoufly  caft  away ;  and  fome  favage  faints  of  both  fexes 
have  been  admired,  whofe  naked  bodies  were  only  covered  by  their 
long  hair.  They  afpired  to  reduce  themfelves  to  the  rude  and  mifer- 
able  ftate  in  which  the  human  brute  is  fcarcely  diftinguiihed  above 
his  kindred  animals:  and  a  numerous  fed  of  Anachorets  derived  their 
name  from  their  humble  pradice  of  grazing  in  the  fields  of  Mefo- 
potamia  with  the  common  herd  ''\  They  often  ufurped  the  den  of 
fome  wild  beaft  whom  they  aifeded  to  refemble  ;  they  buried  them- 
lelves  in  fome  gloomy  cavern,  which  art  or  nature  had  fcooped  out 
of  the  rock ;  and  the  marble  quarries  of  Thebais  are  ilill  infcribed 
with  the  monuments  of  their  penance  *'.  The  moft  perfed  Hermits  are 
fuppofed  to  have  paiTed  many  days  without  food,  many  nights  with- 
out fleep,  and  many  years  without  fpeaking  ;  and  glorious  was  the 
man  (I  abufe  that  name)  who  contrived  any  cell,  or  feat,  of  a  pecu- 
liar conftrudion,  which  might  expofe  him,  in  the  moil  inconvenient 
pofture,  to  the  inclemency  of  the  feafons. 

<^5  Suicer.  Thefaur.  Ecclefiaft.  torn.  ii.  p.         '^  Sozomcn,  1.  vi.  c.  33.     The  great  Sr, 

205.  218.    Thomaflin  (Difcipline  del'Eglife,  Ephrem  compofed  apanegyric  on  thefe/Jurii», 

torn.  J.  p.  1501,  150Z.)  gives  a  good  account  ^^  grazing  monks  (Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclcf. 
of  thefe  cells.     When  Gerafimus  founded  his 


monaftery,  in  the  wildernefs   of  Jord; 
\\}Ά%  accompanied  by  a  Laura  of  feventy  cells. 


torn.  viu.  p.  292. J. 

'^  The  P.  Sicard  (Mifflonsdu  Levant,  torn. 
Theodoret,  in'a  large  volume  (the  Phi-  "•  P•  217— 233.)  examined  the  caverns  of  the 
lotheus  in  Vit.  Patrum,  1.  ix.  p.  793 — 863.)  Lower  Thebais,  with  wonder  and  devotion, 
has  collefted  the  lives  and  miracles  of  thirty  The  inicriptions  are  in  the  old  Syriac  cha- 
Anachorets.  Evagrius  (1.  i.  c.  12.)  more  ^^(χ^^^  which  was  «fed  by  the  Chriftians  of 
briefly  celebrates  the  monks  and  hermits  of  |jj{,yfilnia' 
Paleftine. 

6  Among 
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Among  theie  heroes  of  the  monaftic  life,  the  name  and  genius  of 
Simeon  Stylites ''  have  been  immortalized  by  the  fmgular  invention 
of  an  aerial  pennance.  At  the  age  of  thirteen,  the  young  Syrian 
deferted  the  profeifion  of  a  fliepherd,  and  threw  himfelf  into  an 
auftere  monaftery.  After  a  long  and  painful  noviciate,  in  which 
Sin^eon  was  repeatedly  faved  from  pious  fuicide,  he  eftabUihed  his 
refidence  on  a  mountain,  about  thirty  or  forty  miles  to  the  Eaft  of 
Antioch.  Within  the  fpace  of  a  mandra^  or  circle  of  itones,  to 
which  he  had  attached  himfelf  by  a  ponderous  chain,  he  afcended  a 
column,  which  was  fucceifively  raifed  from  the  height  of  nine,  to 
that  of  fixty,  feet,  from  the  ground  '".  In  this  laft,  and  lofty,  na- 
tion, the  Syrian  Anachoret  refifted  the  heat  of  thirty  fummers,  and 
the  cold  of  as  many  winters.  Habit  and  exercife  inilruded  him  to 
maintain  his  dangerous  fituation  without  fear  or  giddinefs,  and  fuc- 
ceifively to  aiTume  the  different  poftures  of  devotion.  He  fometimes 
prayed  in  an  ereil;  attitude,  with  his  out-ilretched  arms,  in  the  figure 
of  a  crofs ;  but  his  moil  flimiiiar  pradice  was  that  of  bending  his 
meagre  ikeleton  from  the  forehead  to  the  feet:  and  a  curious  fpec- 
tator,  after  numbering  twelve  hundred  and  forty-four  repetitions,  at• 
length  defifted  from  the  endlefs  account.  The  progrefs  of  an  ulcer 
in  his  thigh  "  might  ihorten,  but  it  could  not  difturb,  this  cekJiaL 
life ;  and  the  patient  Hermit  expired,  without  defcending  from  his 
column.  A  prince,  who  ihould  capricioufly  inflid  fuch  tortures, 
■would  be  deemed    a  tyrant;    but  it  would   furpafs  the  power  of 

*9  See  Theodoret  (in  Vit.  Patrum.  1.  ix.  chitefliire.  The  people  who  faw  it  from  be- 
ll. 848—854.)»  Antony  (in  Vit.  Fatium,  low  might  be  eafily  deceived. 
1.  i.  p.  170—177.),  Cofmas  (in  Affeman.  '"  I  muft  not  conceal  a  piece  of  ancient 
Bibliot.  Oriental,  torn.  i.  p.  239  —  253.),  fcandal  concerning  the  origin  of  this  ulcer. 
Evagrius  (1.  i.  c.  13,  14.),  and  Tillemont.  It  has  been  reported  that  the  Devil,  affuming 
(Mem.  Ecclef.  tom.  xv.  p.  347 — 392•)•  an  angelic  form,  invited  him  to  afcend,  like 

'"  The  narrow  circumference  of  two  cubits,  Elijah,  into  a  fiery  chariot.     The  iaint  too 

or  three   feet,  which  Evagrius  aiCgns  for  the  haftily  raifed  his  foot,  and  Satan  feizej  the 

fiimmit  of  the  column,  is  inconfiltcnt  with  moment  of  infliding  this  challifement  on  his 

rcafon,  with  fails,  and  with  the  rules  ofar-  vanity. 

a  tyrant,' 
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CHAP,  a  tyrant,  to  iinpoie  a  lonp;  and  miferable  exiftence  on  the  rc- 
•,_  -_-  '  ludant  viftims  of  his  cruelty."•  This  voluntary  -martyrdom  muft 
have  gradually  deftroyed  the  fenfibility  both  of  the  mind  and  body; 
nor  can  it  be  preiumcd  that  the  ilmatics,  who  torment  them- 
felves,  are  fufceptible  of  any  lively  affedion  for  the  reft  of  man- 
kind. A  cruel  unfeeling  temper  has  diftinguiihed  the  monks  of 
every  age  and  country :  their  ftern  indiiference,  which  is  feldom 
mollified  by  perfonal  friendlhip,  is  inflamed  by  religious  hatred ; 
and  their  mercilefs  zeal  has  ftrcnuoully  adminiftered  the  holy  office 
of  the  Inquifition. 
Miracles  and  The  monaftic  faiats,  who  excite  only  the  contempt  and  pity  of  a 
thTmonks.  philofopher,  were  refpe£ted,  and  almoft  adored,  by  the  prince  and 
people.  Succeihve  crowds  of  pilgrims  from  Gaul  and  India  faluted 
the  divine  pillar  of  Simeon  :  the  tribes  of  Saracens  difputed  in  arms 
the  honour  of  his  benedidion;  the  queens  of  Arabia  and  Perfia 
gratefully  confefled  his  fupernatural  virtue;  and  the  angelic  Hermit 
was  confulted  by  the  younger  Theodofms,  in  the  moft  important 
concerns  of  the  church  and  flate.  His  remains  wer€  tranfported  from 
the  mountain  of  Telenifla,  by  a  folemn  proceflion  of  the  patriarch, 
the  mafter-general  of  the  Eaft,  fix  biihops,  twenty-one  counts  or 
tribunes,  and  fix  thoufand  foldiers ;  and  Antioch  revered  his  bones, 
as  her  gloi-ious  ornament  and  impregnable  defence.  The  fame  of 
the  apoftles  and  martyrs  was  gradually  eclipfed  by  thefe  recent  and 
popular  Anachorets;  the  Chriftian  world  fell  proftrate  before  their 
ihrines  ;  and  the  miracles  afcribed  to  their  relics  exceeded, ,  at  leaft 
in  number  and  duration,  the  fpiritual  exploits  of  their  lives.  But 
the  golden  legend  of  their  lives  "  was  embellifhed  by  the  artful  cre- 

^*  I  know  not  how  to  feledl  or  fpecify  the  of  St.  Martin.      He  reveres  the  monks  of 

miracles  contained  in  UieVitaPatrum  of  Rof-  Egypt  ;  yet  he  infults  them  with  the  remark, 

weyde,  as  the  number  very  much  exceeds  the  that  they  never  raifcd  the  de.id  ;  whereas  the 

thoufand  pages  of   that    voluminous  work,  biihop  of  Tourj)  had  reilored /i>;'i?f  dead  mett 

An  elegant  fpecimen  may  be  found  in  the  to  life. 
Dialogues  of  Sulpicius  Sevej-us,  and  his  life 


dulity 
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iulity  of  their  interefted    brethren ;  and  a  believing  age  was  eafily    CHAP. 

peri'iiaded,  that  the  flighteft  caprice  of  an    Egyptian  or   a  Syrian    » v-~-/ 

monk,  had  been  fuflicient  to  interrupt  the  eternal  laws  of  the  uni- 
verfe.  The  favourites  of  Heaven  were  accuftomed  to  cure  inveterate 
difeafes  with  a  touch,  a  word,  or  a  diftant  meiTage  ;  and  to  expel  the 
moft  obilinate  dsemons  from  the  fouls,  or  bodies,  which  they  pof- 
feflfed.  They  familiarly  accofted,  or  imperioufly  commanded,  the 
lions  and  ferpents  of  the  defert;  infufed  vegetation  into  a  faplefs 
trunk;  fufpended  iron  on-  the  furface  of  the  water j  pafled  the  Nile 
on  the  back  of  a  crocodile,  and  refreihed  themfelves  in  a  fiery  fur- 
nace. Thefe  extravagant  tales,  which  difplay  the  fidion,  without 
the  genius,  of  poetry,,  have  ferioufly  affeded  the  reafon,  the  faith, 
and  the  morals,  of  the  Chriftians.  Their  credulity  debafed  and  viti-  SuperftitJon 
ated  the  faculties  of  the  mind  :  they  corrupted  the  evidence  of  hif- 
tory ;  and  fuperftition  gradually  extinguiihed  the  hoilile  light  of 
philofophy  and  fcience.  Every  mode  of  religious  worlhip  which  had 
been  pradlifed  by  the  faints,  eveiy  myfterious  dodrine  which  they 
believed,  was  fortified  by  the  fandlion  of  divine  revelation,  and  all 
the  manly  virtues  were  oppreifed  by  the  fervile  and  pufillanimous 
reign  of  the  monks.  If  it  be  poifible  to  meafure  the  interval,  be- 
tween the  philofophic  writings  of  Cicero  and  the  facred  legend  of 
Theodoret,  between  the  charadter  of  Cato  and  that  of  Simeon,  we 
may  appreciate  the  memorable  revolution•  which  was  accompliihed' 
in  the  Roman  empire  within  a  period  of  five  hundred  years. 

II.  The  progreis  of  Chriilianity  has  been  marked  by  two  glorious  n.  Conver- 
and  decifive  vidlories:  over  the  learned  and  luxurious  citizens  of  the  b°rb^-"'^ 
Roman  empire;    and  over  the  warlike  Barbarians  of  Scythia  and   '*"*• 
Germany,  who  fubverted  the  empire,  and  embraced  the  religion,  of 
the  Romans.     The  Goths  were  the  foreraoft  of  thefe  favage  profe- 
lytes ;   and  the  nation  was  indebted  for  its  converfion  to  a  country- 
man, or,  at  leafl,  to  a  fubjeft,   worthy  to  be  ranked  among  the 

inventors 
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CHAP.    Inventors  of  ufeful  arts,  who  have  deferved  the  remembrance  and 

V . >    gratitude  of  pofterity.     A  great  number  of  Roman  provincials  had 

been  led  away  into  captivity  by  the  Gothic  bands,  who  ravaged  Afia 
in  the  time  of  Gallienus :  and  of  thefe  captives,  many  were  Chrif- 
tians,  and  feveral  belonged  to  the  ecclefiaftical  order.  Thofe  invo- 
luntary miiTionaries,  difpexfed  as  ilaves  in  the  villages  of  Dacia, 
luGceffively  laboured  for  the  falvation  of  th^ir  mailers.  The  feed?» 
which  they  planted  of  tlve  evangelic  dodrine,  were  gradually  propa- 
gated ;  and,  before  the  end  of  a  century,  the  pious  work  was  atchieved 
by  the  labours  of  Ulphilas,  whofe  anccilors  had  been  tranfported  be- 
yond the  Danube  from  a  fmall  town  of  Cappadocia. 
•  Ulphilas,  Ulphilas,  the  biihop  and  apoille  of  the  Goths  ",  acquired  their 

tke  Goths,  lovc  and  reverence  by  his  blamelefs  life  and  indefatigable  zeal ;  and 
Si'c.  '^  '  they  received,  with  implicit  coniidence,  the  dodrines  of  truth  and 
virtue,  which  he  preached  and  pradifed.  He  executed  the  arduous 
talk  of  tranflating  the  Scriptures  into  their  native  tongue,  a  dialed 
-of  the 'German,  or  Teutonic,  language;  but  he  prudently  fupprefled 
the  four  books  of  Kings,  as  they  might  tend  to  irritate  the  fierce 
and  fanguinary  fpirit  of  the  Barbai-ians.  The  rude,  imperfed,  idiom 
of  foldiers  and  ihepherds,  fo  ill-qualified  to  communicate  any  fpiri- 
tual  ideas,  was  improved  and  modulated  by  his  genius;  and  Ulphi- 
Jas,  before  he  could  frame  his  verfion,  was  obliged  to  compofe  a 
new  alphabet  of  twenty-four  letters ;  four  of  which  he  invented,  to 
exprefs  the  peculiar  founds  that  were  unknown  to  the  Greek,  and 
Latin,  pronunciation  '*.      But  the    profperous   ftate  of  the   Gothic 

'^  On   the  fubjeil  of  Ulphilas,   and    the  nuinent  of  the  Teutonic  language,  though 

converfiou  of  the  Goths.     See  SoEomen,  1.  Wetllein  attempts,  by  feme  frivolous  conje - 

vi.    c.  37.     Socrates,    1.  iv.  c.  33.     Theo-  turcs,  to  deprive  Ulphilas  of  the  honour  of 

<loret,  1.  iv.  c.  37.     Philoftorg.  1.  ii.  c.  5.  the  work.     Two  of  the  four  additi0n.1l  let- 

The  herefy  of  Philoftorgius  appears  to  have  ters  exprefs  the  fF,  and  our  own  Τύ.     See 

given  him  fupeiior  means  of  information.  Simon.    Hill.    Critique    du    Nouveau   Tef- 

'■*•  Λ  mutilated  copy  of  the  four  Gofpels,  tament,  torn.  ii.  p.   219—223.     Mill.  Pro- 

in  the  Gothic  verfion,  was  publiihcJ  A.  D.  Icgom.    p.   151.     edit.    Kulter.      Wetllein, 

^^65,  and  is  eileemed  the  moll  ancient  mo-  Proiegom.  torn.  i.  p.  114.. 

church 
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church  was  foon  afflided  bv  war  and  inteftine  difcord,  and  the  chief-    C  Η  a  !», 

'  XXXV'JI, 

tains  were  divided  by  religion  as  well  as  by  intereft.     Fritigern,  the    ν ,-  ^ 

friend  of  the  Romans,  became  the  profelyte  of  Ulphllas ;  while  the 
haughty  foul  of  Afhanaric  difdained  the  yoke  of  the  empire,  and  of 
the  Gofpel.  The  faith  of  the  new  converts  was  tried  by  the  perie- 
cution  which  he  excited.  A  waggon,  bearing  aloft  the  ihapelefs'^ 
image,  of  Thor,  perhaps,  or  of  Woden,  was  conduded  in  folema 
proceffion  through  the  ftreets  of  the  camp;  and  the  rebels,  who 
refufed  to  worihip  the  God  of  their  fathers,  were  immediately  burnt^ 
v/ith  their  tents  and  families.  The  chafa(9tir  of  Ulphilas  recom- 
mended him  to  the  efteem  of  the  Eailern  court,  where  he  twice  ap- 
peared as  the  minifter  of  peace  ;  he  pleaded  the  caufe  of  the  diftreiTcd 
Goths,  who  implored  the  protection  of  Valens ;  and  the  name  of 
Mofcs  was  applied  to  this  fpiritual  guide,  who  conducted  his  people, 
through  the  deep  waters  of  the  Danube,  to  the  Land  cf  Promife  ". 
The  devout  ihepherds,  who  were  attached  to  his  perfon,  and  tradable 
to  his  voice,  acquiefced  in  their  fettlement,  at  the  foot  of  the  Mcefian. 
mountains,  in  a  country  of  woodlands  and  pailures,  which  fup- 
poited  their  flocks  and  herds,  and  enabled  them  to  purchafe  the 
corn  and  wine  of  the  more  plentiful  provinces.  Thefe  harmlefs 
Barbarians  multiplied,  in  obfcure  peace,  and  the  profeihon  of  Chrifti- 
anity ''. 

Their  fiercer  brethren,  the  formidable  Vlfigoths,  univerfally  adopt-  The  Goths, 
ed  the  religion  of  the  Romans,  with  whom  they  maintained  a  per-  Burgmidi- 
petual  intercourfe,  of  Avar,  of  friendiliip,  or  of  conqueft.     In  their  en^^b^fce 

long  and  vidorious  march  from  the  Danube  to  the  Atlantic  ocean,   ^hriftianity, 
°  '    A.  D.  400, 

&c. 

"  Philoilorgius  erroneoudy  places  this  paf-     pidlure  of  thefe  lefler   Goths.     Gothi  Mi- 

fage  under  the  reign  of  Ccnftantine  ;  but  I     nores,  populus  immenfus,  cum  fuo  Pontifice 

am  much  inclined  to  believe  that  it  preceded     ipfoque  primate  Wulfila.     The  laft   words,    ' 

the  great  emigration.  if  they  are  not  mere  tautology,  imply  fome 

'*  We  are  obliged  to  Jornandes  (de  Reb.     temporal  jurifdiftioii. 
Get.  c.  51.  p.  6s8.)  for  a  ihort  and  lively  χ 

Vol.  IIL  3  Y  they 
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CHAP,  tliey  converted  tlieir  allies  ;  they  educated  the  rifing  generation ;  anct 
■t,  -,-  [.  the  devotion  which  reigned  in  the  camp  of  Alaric,  or  the  court  of 
Thouloufe,  might  edify,  or  difgrace,  the  palaces  of  Rome  and  Con- 
ftantinople ".  During  the  fame  period,  Chriilianity  was  embraced' 
by  almoil  all  the  Barbarians,  who  eftabliilied  their  kingdoms  on  the 
ruins  of  the  Weftern  empu-e;  the  Burgundians  in  Gaul,  the  SuevI 
in  Spain,  the  Vandals  in  Africa,  the  Oftrogoths  in  Pannonia,  and 
the  various  bands  of  Mercenaries,  that  raifed  Odoacer  to  the  throne 
of  Italy.  The  Franks  and  the  Saxons  ilill  perfevered  in  the  errors 
of  Paganifm;  but  the  Franks  obtained  the  monarchy  of  Gaul  by  their 
fubmiffion  to  the  example  of  Clovis ;  and  the  Saxon  conquerors  of 
Britain  were  reclaimed  from  their  favage  fuperftition  by  the  miifion- 
aries  of  Rome.  Tliefe  Barbarian  profelytes  difplayed  an  ardent  and 
fucceisful  zeal  in  the  propagation  af  the  faith.  The  Merovingian 
kings,^  and  their  fiLCceiTors,  Charlemagne  and  the  Othos,  extended,, 
by  their  laws  and  vidories,  the  dominion  of  the  crofs.  England 
produced  the  apoftle  of  Germany;  and  the  evangelic  light  was  gra- 
dually diffufed  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Rhine,  to  the  nationSr 
of  the  Elbe,  the  Viftula,  and  the  Baltic  ". 
Motives  of  The  different  motives  which  influenced  the  reafcn,  or  the  paf- 

iheir  faith,  ([^jy^^  of  χ}χ^  Barbarian  converts,  cannot  eaiily  be  afcertained.  They 
were  often  capricious  and  accidental ;  a  dream,  an  omen,  the  report 
of  a  miracle,  the  example  of  fome  prieft,,  or  hero,^  the  charms  of  a 
believing  wife,  and  above  all,  the  fortunate  event  of  a  prayer,  or 
vow,  which,  in  a  moment  of  danger,  they  had  addreffed  to  the  God 
jof  the  Chriilians  "^     The  early  prejudices  of  education  were  infen- 

-      "    At  noil    5ta   Gothi  non   ita  Vandali;  jedl  would  afford  materials  for  an  ecclefiaili- 

inalis  licet  dodloribusinftituti,  meliores  tameii  cal,  and  even  philofophical,  hillory. 

ctiam  in  hac  parte  quam  noftri.     Salvian  de  '"  To  fuch  a  caufe  has  Socrates    (I.  vii. 

Gubern.  Dei,  1.  vii.  p.  243.  c.  30.)  afciibed  the  converfion  of  the  Bur- 

"  Mciheim  has  llightly  feetched  the  pro-  gundians,  vvhofe  Chriftian  piety  is  celebrated' 

grefs  of  Chriilianity  in  the  North,  from  the  by  Orofius  (1.  vii.  c.  ig.). 


fcurth  to  the  fourteenth  century.     The  fub- 
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fibly  erazed  by  the  habits  of  frequent  and  familiar  fociety;  the  moral  ^^yyyjf' 
precepts  of  the  Gofpel  were  proteded  by  the  extravagant  virtues  of  v. — , — -/ 
the  monks;  and  a  fpiritual  theology  was  fupported  by  the  vifible 
power  of  relics,  and  the  pomp  of  religious  worihip.  But  the  rational 
and  ingenious  mode  of  perfuafion,  which  a  Saxon  biihop  ^°  fuggefted 
to  a  popular  faint,  might  fometimes  be  employed  by  the  miilionarief. 
who  laboured  for  the  converfion  of  infidels.  "  Admit,"  fays  the 
fagacious  difputant,  "  whatever  they  are  pleafed  to  aifert  of  the  fabu»- 
*'  lous,  and  carniil,  genealogy  of  their  gods  and  goddefles,  who  are 
*'  propagated  from  each  other.  From  this  principle  deduce  their 
*'  imperfeil  nature,  and  human  infirmities,  the  aifurance  they  were 
**  ooffi.y  and  the  probability  that  they  will  die.  At  what  time,  by 
*'  what  means,  from  what  caufe,  were  the  eldeft  of  the  gods  or  god•*- 
*'  delTes  produced  ?  Do  they  ilill  continue,  or  have  they  ceafed,  to 
**  propagate  ?  If  they  hare  ceafed,  fummon  ^-our  antagonills  to  de- 
*'  clare  the  reafon  of  this  ftrange  alteration.  If  they  ftill  continue, 
*'  the  number  of  the  gods  muft  become  infinite ;  and  flhall  we  not 
"'  riik,  by  the  indifcreet  worihip  of  fome  impotent  deity,  to  excite 
*'  the  refentment  of  his  jealous  fuperior  ?  The  vifible  heavens  and 
*'  earth,  the  whole  fyilem  of  the  univerfe,  which  may  be  conceived 
**  by  the  mind,  is  it  created  or  eternal  ?  If  created,  how,  or  where, 
*'' could  the  gods  themfelves  exift  before  the  creation?  If  eternal, 
"  how  could  they  aiTume  the  empire  of  an  independent  and  pre- 
*'  exifting  world?  Urge  thefe  arguments  with  temper  and  modera- 
**  tion ;  infinuate,  at  feafonable  intervals,  the  truth,  and  beauty,  of 
"  the  Chriftian  revelation ;  and  endeavour  to  make  the  unl>elievers 
^^^  afliamed,  without  making  them  angry."  This  metaphyfical  rea- 
foning,  too  refined  perhaps  for  the  Barbarians  of  Germany,  Λvas  for- 

^°    See   an   original    and    curious  epiftle  preached  the  Gofpel  among  ihe  Savages  of 

from  Daniel,  the  lirft  biihop  of  Winchefter  Hefle    and  Thuringia.      Epiflol.    Bomfacii, 

(Beda,  Hilh  Ecclef.  Anglorum,  1.  v.  c.   i8.  Ixvii.   in  the  Maxima  Bibliotheca  Patrum, 

!>.,  203.  edit.  Smith),  to  St.  Boniface,  who  torn.  .\iii.  p.  93. 

3  Υ  2  tified 


53^ 


THE    DECLINE   AND   FALL 


G  Η  A  p.  tified  by  the  grofler  weight  of  authority  and  popular  confent.  The  ad- 
«c  .  ,'  vantage  of  temporal  profperity  had  defer  ted  the  Pagan  caufe,  and  paifed 
over  to  the  fervice  of  Chriftianity.  The  Romans  themfelves,  the 
moil  powerful  and  enlightened  nation  of  the  globe,  had  renounced 
their  ancient  fuperilition  ;  and,  if  the  ruin  of  their  empire  feemed  to 
accufe  the  efficacy  of  the  new  faith,  the  dlfgrace  was  already  retrieved 
by  the  converfion  of  the  vidtorious  Goths.  The  valiant  and  fortu- 
nate Barbarians,  who  fubdued  the  provinces  of  the  Weft,  fuccef- 
fively  received,  and  refledled,  the  fame  edifying  example.  Before 
the  age  of  Charlemagne,  the  Chriftian  nations  of  Europe  might  exult 
in  the  exclufive  pofleiTion  of  the  temperate  climates,  of  the  fertile 
lands,  which  produced  corn,  wine,  and  oil ;  while  the  favage  idola- 
ters, and  their  helplefs  idols,  were  conhned  to  the  extremities  of  the 
earth,  the  dark  and  frozen  regions  of  the  North  *'. 
Iffeas  of  Chriftianity,  which  opened  the  gates  of  Heaven  to  the  Barbarians, 

iheir  con-  •'  ^  ,  _ 

verfion.  introduced  an  important  change  in  their  moral  and  political  condi- 

tion. They  received,  at  the  fame  time,  the  ufe  of  letters,  fcreifential 
to  a  religion  whofe  dodrines  are  contained  in  a  facred  book  ;  and 
Avhile  they  ftudied  the  divine  truth,  their  minds  were  infenfibly  en- 
larged by  the  diftant  view  of  hiftory,  of  nature,  of  the  arts,  and  of 
fociety.  The  verfion  of  the  Scriptures  into  their  native  tongue, 
which  had  facilitated  their  converfion,  muft  excite,  among  their 
clergy,  fome  curiofity  to  read  the  original  text,  to  underftand  the 
facred  liturgy  of  the  church,  and  to  examine,  in  the  writings  of  the 
fathers,  the  chain  of  ecclefiaftical  tradition.  Thefe  fpiritual  gifts 
were  preferved  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  which  concealed 
the  ineftimable  monuments  of  ancient  learning.  The  immortal  pro- 
dudions  of  Virgil,  Cicero,  and  Livy,  which  were  acceffible  to  the 

"  The  fword  of  Charlemagne  added  \veight     who   reigned   from   India  to  Spain,    might 
to  the  argument;  but  when  Daniel  wrote     have  retorted  it  againll  the  Chriilianj. 
this  epiftle  (A.  D..  7:3.)  the  Mahojr.etans, 
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Chriftian  Barbarians,    maintained  a  iilent  intercouric   between  the    c  Η  A  P. 
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reign  of  Augiiftus,  and  the  times  of  Cllovis  and  Charlemagne.     The   • ν — ι-* 

emulation  of  mankind  was  encouraged  by  the  rememhrance  of  a 
more  perfe£t  ftate ;  and  the  flame  of  fcience  was  fecretly  kept  alive,  to 
wai-m  and  enlighten  the  mature  age  of  the  Weftern  world.  In  the 
moft  corrupt  ilate  of  Chriilianity,  the  Barbarians  might  learn  juiHce 
from  the  iaw^  and  mercy  from  Uxe.  go/pel :  and  if  the  knowledge  of 
their  duty  was  infufficient  to-  guide  their  adlions,  or  to  regulate  their 
paflions ;  they  were  fometimes  reftrained  by  confcience,  and  frequently 
puniflied  by  remorfe.  But  the  dired  authority  of  religion  was  lefs 
effeftuiil,  than  the  holy  communion  which  united  them  with  their 
Chriftian  brethren  in  fpiritual  friendihip.  The  influence  of  thefe 
fentiments  contributed  to  fecure  their  fidelity  in  the  fervice,  or  the 
alliance,  of  the  Romans,  to  alleviate  the  horrors  of  war,  to  moderate 
the  infolence  of  conqueft,  and  to  preferve,  in  the  downfall  of  the 
empire,  a  perm.anent  refpedl  for  the  name  and  inftitutions  of  Rome. 
In  the  days  of  Paganifm,  the  priefts  of  Gaul  and  Germany  reigned 
over  the  people,  and  controuled  the  jurifdidion  of  the  magiftrates;. 
and  the  zealous  profelytes  transferred  an  equal,  or  more  ample,  mea- 
fure  of  devout  obedience,  to  the  pontiffs  of  the  Chriftian  faith.  The 
facred  charadler  of  the  biihops  was  fupported  by  their  temporal 
pofleiTions  ;  they  obtained  an  honourable  feat  in  the  legiflative  afiem- 
blies  of  foldiers  and  freemen ;  and  it  was  their  intereft,  as  well  as 
their  duty,  to  mollify,  by  peaceful  counfels,  the  fierce  fpirit  of  the 
Barbarians.  The  perpetual  correfpondence  of  the  Latin  clergy,  the 
frequent  pilgrimages  to  Rome  and  Jerufalem,  and  the  growing  au- 
thority of  the  Popes,  cemented  the  union  of  the  Chriftian  republic;, 
and  gradually  produced  the  fimilar  manners,  and  common  jurifpru— 
dence,  vs-hich  have  diftinguiihed,  from  the  reft  of  mankind,  the 
independent,  and  even  hoftile,  nations  of  modern  Europe. 

But 


534r  J.  Λ  THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 

i: .  xyy  'T  "^d)  no  Inigi^ 

^vYvrT*'        ^"'-  ^^^^  operation  of  thefe  caufes  was  checked  and  retarded  by  tlic 

•  — - — ~J  unfortunate  accident,  which  infufed  a  deadly  poif(;n  into  the  cup  of 

voived  in  the  Salvation.     Whatever  •mif;ht  be  the  early  fentiments  of  Ulphilas,  his 

ere } .  (-^)J^^g£)•jQ^Jg  -^|f|^  ^.j^^  empire  and  the  church  were  formed  during 

the  reign  of  Arianifm.  The  apoftlc  of  the  Goths  fubfcribed  the  Creed 
of  Rimini ;  profeflcd  with  freedom,  and  perhaps  with  fmcerity,  that 
the  Son  was  not  equal,  or  confubftantial  to  the  Father '"^;  com- 
municated thefe  errors  to  the  clergy  and  people  ;  and  infeded  the 
Earbaric  world  with  an  herefy  ^\  which  the  great  Theodofms  pro- 
fcribed  and  extinguifhed  among  the  Romans.  The  temper  and  un- 
derilanding  of  the  new  profelytes  Λvere  not  adapted  to  metaphyfical 
fubtleties ;  but  they  ftrenuoufly  maintained,  what  they  had  pioufly 
received,  as  the  pure  and  genuine  doftrines  of  Chriftianity.  The 
advantage  of  preaching  and  expounding  the  Scriptures  in  the  Teuto- 
nic language,  promoted  the  apoftolic  labours  of  Ulphilas,  and  his 
fucceflbrs  ;  and  they  ordained  a  competent  number  of  biihops  and 
prefbytefs,'  for  the  inftruition  of  the  kindred  tribes.  The  Oftro- 
goths,  the  Burgundians,  the  Suevi,  and  the  Vandals,  who  had 
liftened  to  the  eloquence  of  the  Latin  clergy  ^*,  preferred  the  more 
intelligible  leiTons  of  their  domeftic  teachers ;  and  Arianifm  wis 
adopted  as  the  national  faith  of  the  warlike  converts,  who  were 

**   The   cpiaions    of   Ulphilas   and    the  "  erroris    arfuri  funt."     Orofius,    1.  vii.  c. 

Goths  inclined  to  Semi-Arianifm,  fince  they  33.  p.  554.     This  cruel  fentence  is  confirm- 

would  not  fay  that  tlie  Son  was  a  creature,  ed  by  Tillemont    (Mem.    Ecclef.  toin.  vi. 

though  they  held  communion  with  thofe  who  p.  604—610.),    «ho  coolly  obferves,  "  un 

maintained  that  herefy.     Their  apoftle  re-  "  feul  homme  entraina  dans  I'enfer  un  nom- 

prefentcd  the  whole  controverfy  as  a  qne-  "  bre  infini  de  Septentrionauj,  &c."     Sal- 

Aion   of  trifling    moment,    which  had  been  vian   (dc  Gubern.  Dei,  1.  v.  p.  150,   151.) 

raifed  by  the  paflions  of  the  clergy.     Theo-  pities  and  cxcufes  their  involuntary  error, 

doret.  1,  iv.  c.  37.  '*  Oj-ofius  affirms, .jn  the  year  416   (I.  viL 

•*3  The  Ari.-inilm  of  the  Goths  has  been  c.  41.  p.  580.),  that  the  churches  of  Chrift 

imputed  to  the  emperor  Valens :  "  Itaque  (of  the  Catholics)    were  filled  with  Huns, 

"  jufto  Dei  judicio  ipfi  eum  vivum  incende-  Suevi,  Vandals,  3iirgundians,. 
■"  nrnt,  qui  propter  eum  etiam  mortui,  vitio 
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feated  on  the  ruins  of  the  Weftern  empire.     This  irreconcilable  dif-    C  Η  A  RT 

ference  of  religion  was  a  perpetual  fource  of  jealoufy  and  hatred  ;    *- , — -/ 

and  the  reproach  of  Barbarian  was  embittered  by  the  more  odious 
epithet  of  Heretic.  The  heroes  of  the  North,  who  had  fubmitted, 
with  fome  reludance,  to  believe  that  alL  their  anceflors  were  ia 
Hell  ^' ;  were  aftoniflied  and  exafperated  to  learn^  that  they  them- 
felves  had  only  changed  the  mode  of  their  eternal  condemnation. 
Inftead  of  the  fmooth  applaufe,  which  Chriftian' kings  are  accuilomed 
to  expedt  from  their  loyal  prelates,  the  orthodox  biihops  and  their 
clergy  were  in  a  ftate  of  oppofition  to  the  Arian-  courts;  and  their 
indifcreet  oppofition  frequently  became  criminal,  and  might  fome- 
times  be  dangerous  ^*.  The  pulpit,  that  fafe  and  facred  organ  of 
fedition,  refounded  with  the  names  of  Pharaoh  and  Holofernes " ; 
the  public  difcontent  was  inflamed  by  the  hope  or  promife  of  a  glo- 
rious deliverance ;  and'  the  feditious  faints  were  tempted  to  promote 
the  accompliihment  af  their  own  predidlions.  Notwithftanding  thefe  CenenK 
provocations,  the  Catholics  of  Gaul,  Spain,  and  Italy,  enjoyed,  un-  '°  ^'^"'^• 
der  the  reign  of  the  Arians,  the  free,  and  peaceful,  exercife  of  their 
religion.  Their  haughty  mafters  refpefted  the  zeal  of  a  numerous 
people,  refolved  to  die  at  the  foot  of  their  altars;  and  the  example  of 
their  devout  conftancy  was  admired  and  imitated  by  the  Barbarians 
themfelves.  The  conqueroi-s  evaded, .  however,  the  difgraceful  re- 
proach, or  confeiTion,  of  fear,  by  attributing  their  toleration  to  the 
liberal  motives  ofreafon  and  humanity;  and  while  they  afieded- the 
language,  they  imperceptibly  imbibed  the  fpirit,  of  genuine-  Chrifti- 
anity. 

"  RadboJ,    king  of  the  Fnfons,  was  j'o  dians,  explain,  fometimes  in  dark  hints,  ths 

much  fcandalized  by  this  raih  declaration,  of  genaral   difpolitions  of  the  Catholics,     Th.-, 

a  miilionary,  that  he  drew  back  his  foot  af.  hiflory  of  Clovis  and  Theodoric  will  fuggell- 

ter  he  had  entered  the  baptifmal   font.     See  fome  parcicular  fails. 
Fleury  Hift.  F.cclef.  torn.  ix.  p.  167.  "  Genferic  confefled  the  refembl.-tnce,  by 

'*■   The   Epiftles  "of   Sidonius,    bifliop   of.  the  feverity  with  which  he  puniflied  fuch  in- 

Clermont,  under,  the  Vifigoths,  and  of  A  vi-  difcreet   allufion».      Viilpr,- yitenfis,    i.   7, 

ius,  bifliop  of  Vienna,  undw  th&  ΐύ.-.'ΊΠ-  j.  lo.. 

The 
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*YVYv  Γ"         The  peace  of  the  church  was  fometlmes  interrupted.     TheCatho- 
<-; — - — -J    lies  were  indifcrciet,  the  Barbarians  were  impatient;  and  the  partial 
cutionofthe  ails  of  leverity  or  injuftice  which   had  been  recommended  by  the 
Arian  clergy,  were  exaggerated  by  the  orthodox  Λvriters.     The  guilt 
of  perfecution  may  be  imputed  to  Euric,  king  of  the  Vifigoths ;  who 
fufpended  the  exercife  of  ecclefiaftical,  or  at  leaft,  of  epifcopal,  func- 
tions ;  and  puniflied  the-  popular  bifliops  of  Aquitain  with  impri- 
fonment,  exile,  and  confifcation  *'.     But  the  cruel  and  abfurd  enter- 
priie  of  lubduing  the  minds  of  a  whole  people,  was  undertaken  by 
Cenferic,        the  Vandals  alone.      Genferic  himfelf,  in   his   early  youth,  had  re- 
^^    .  4^9      nounced  the  orthodox  communion  ;  and  the  apoftate  could  neither 
grant,  nor  expecT:,    a  fmcere  forgivenefs.     He  was  exafperated  to 
find,  that  the  Africans,  who  had  fled  before  him  iil  the  field,  ftill 
prefumed  to  difpute  his  will  in  fynods  and  churches  ;   and  his  fero- 
cious mind  was  incapable  of  fear,  or  of  compafTion.     His  Catholic 
fubjedls  were  opprefled  by  intolerant  laws,  and  arbitraiy  puniiliments. 
The  language  of  Genferic  was  furious,  and  formidable ;  the  kno\v- 
ledge  of  his  intentions  migiit  juftify  the  mofl:  unfavourable  interpi-et- 
ation  of  his  aftions ;  and  the  Arians  were  reproached  with  the  fre- 
quent executions,  which  ftalned  the  palace,  and   the  dominions,  of 
the  tyrant.     Arms  and  ambition  were,  however,  the  ruling  paiBons 
Hunneric,      of  the  monarch  of  the  fea.     But  Hunneric,  his  inglorious  fon,  Avho 
•4y7•     feemed  to  inherit  only  his  vices,  tormented  the  Catholics  with  the 
fame  unrelenting  fury,  Avhich  had  been  fatal  to  his  brother,  his  ne- 
phews, and  the  friends  and  favourites  of  his  fivther :  and,  even  to 
the  Arian  patriarch,  who  was  inhumanly  burnt  alive  in  the  midft  of 
Carthage.     The  religious  war  was  preceded  and  prepared  by  an  infi- 
dious  truce;  perfecution  was  made  the  ferious  and  important  bufinefs 

^'  Such  nrc  the  contemporary  complaints  25.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  174.)  extorts  an  innvar- 

o{"  Sidoniiis,     bifhop    of  Clermont    (1.   \u.  rantable  aiTertioij,  that  of  the  nine  vacancies 

c,  6.  p.  1S2,  &c.  edit.  Sirmond.).     Gregory  in  Aquitain,  fome  had  been  produced  by  epif- 

t)f  Tourf,  who  quotes   this  EpilUe  (1.  ii.   c.  co^untarijrdomi. 
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of  the  Vandal  court;  and  the  loathfome  difeafe,  which  haftened  the    "^^,^,^^,,ί'" 

death  of  Hunneric,  revenged  the  injuries,  witliout  gontributing  to    « „ j 

the  deliverance,  of  the  church.    The  throne  of  Africa  was  fucceffively 
filled   by   the  two   nephews  of  Hunneric ;    by  Gundaraund,  who  Gunda- 
reigned  about  twelve,  and  by  Thrafimund,  who  governed  the  na-   Λ."ΐ).'4.<ϊί. 
tion  above  twenty-feven,  years.     Their  adminiftration  was  hoilile 
and   oppreifive  to  the  orthodox  party.     Gundamund  appeared  to 
emulate,  or  even  to  furpafs,   the  cruelty  of  his  uncle ;  and,  if  at 
length  he  relented,  if  he  recalled  the  biihops,  and  reftored  the  free- 
ilom  of  Athanafian  worihip,  a  prsemature  death  intercepted  the  be- 
nefits  of  his  tardy  clemency.     His  brother,   Thrafimund,   was  the  Thrafimund, 
greateft  and  moil  accompliihed  of  the  Vandal  kings,  whom  he  ex- 
celled in  beauty,  prudence,    and   magnanimity  of  foul.      But  this 
magnanimous  character  was  degraded  by  his  intolerant  zeal  and  de- 
ceitful clemency.     Inftead  of  threats  and  tortures,  he  employed  the 
gentle,  but  •eihcacious,  powers  of  feduftion.     Wealth,  dignity,  and 
the  royal  favour,  were  the  liberal  rewards  of  apoftacy  ;   the  Catholics, 
who  had  violated  the  laws,  might  purchafe  their  pardon  by  the  re- 
nunciation of  their  faith;  and  whenever  Thrafnnund  meditated  any 
xigorous  meafure,  he  patiently  waited  till  the  indifcretion  of  his  ad- 
verfaries  furniihed  him  with  a  fpecious  opportunity.     Bigotry  was 
his  laft  fentiment  in  the  hour  of  death:  and  he  exafted  from  his 
fucceifor  a  folemn  oath,  that  he  would  never  tolerate  the  feftaries  of 
Athanafms.     But  his  fucceifor,  Hilderic,  the  gentle  fon  of  the  favage  Hiidenc 
Hunneric,  preferred  the  duties  of  humanity  and  juftice,  to  the  vain      " 
obligation  of  an  impious   oath;    and  his   acceflion  was   glorioufly 
marked  by  the  reftoration  of  peace  and  univerfal  freedom.     The 
throne  of  that  virtuous,  though  feeble  monarch,  was  ufurped  by  his 
coufui  Gelimer,  a  zealous  Arian:  but  the  \''andal  kingdom,  before  Geiimer, 
he  could  enjoy  or  abufe  his  power,  was  fubverted  by  the  arms  of     '    '  ^•'  ' 
Vol.  IIL  3  Ζ  Belifarius; 
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Bellfaiius;  and  the  orthodox  party  retaliated  the  injuries  which  tliey 
had  endured  "'. 

The  paflionate  declamations  of  the  Catholics,  the  fole  hiftorians  of 
this  perfecution,  cannot  afford  any  diftindl  feries  of  caufes  and  events; 
any  impartial  view  of  charaiters,  or  counfels ;  but  the  moil  remark- 
able circumftances,  that  deferve  either  credit  or  notice,  may  be  re- 
ferred to  the  following  heads :  L  In  the  original  law,  which  is  ftill 
extant '°,  Hunneric  exprefsly  declares,  and  the  declaration  appears  to 
be  correft,  that  he  had  faithfully  tranfcribed  the  regulations  and 
penalties  of  the  Imperial  edicts;  againft  the  heretical  congregationsi 
the  clergy,  and  the  people,  who  diiTented  from  the  eftablifhed  reli- 
gion. If  the  rights  of  confcience  had  been  underftood,  the  CathoKcs 
mull  have  condemned  their  paft  conduil,  or  acquiefced  in  their  ad'ual 
fufferings.  But  they  ftill  perfifted  to  refufe  the  indulgence  which 
they  claimed.  While  they  trembled  under  the  lafh  of  perfecution^ 
they  praifed  the  laudable  feverity  of  Hunneric  himfelf,  who  burnt  or 
baniihed  great  numbers  of  Manichieans  " ;  and  they  rejedted,  with 
horror,  the  ignominious  compromife,  that  the  difciples  of  Arms, 
and  of  Athanafius,  fliould  enjoy  a  reciprocal  and  fimilar  toleration 
in  the  territories  of  the  Romans,  and  in  thofe  of  the  Vandals  °", 

"  The  original  monumeats  of  the  Vandal  the  name  of  Catholics  to  the  Httmooufiant^ 

perfecution  are  preferved  in  the  five  books  of  He  defcribes,  as^  the  veri  Divinx  Majeftatis 

the  Hillory  of  Viilor  Vitenfis  (de  Perfecutione  cultores,  his  own  party,   who  profeffed   tlie 

Vandalica),  a  bilhop  who  wasexiled  by  Hun-  faith,  confirmed  by  more  than  a  thoufand 

neric;  in  the  Lifeof  St.  Fulgentius,  who  was  biihops,  in  the  fynods  of  Rimini  and  Sr- 

dilUnguiflicd  in   the  periecution   of  Thrafi-  leiicia. 

mond  (in  Biblioth.   Max.  Patrum,  torn.   ix.         »"  Viftor.   ii.    i.    p.   21,   22.     Laudabilior 

p.  4-T16.),  and  in  the  firlt  book  of  the  Van-  .  .  .  videbatur.     In  the  MSS.  which  omrt 

dalic  War,  by  the  impartial  Procopius  (c.  7,  this  word,  the  paiTage  is  unintelligible.     See 

8.  p.    196,    197,  198,    199.).      Dom  Rui-  Ruinart.  Not.  p.  164. 

«art,  the  laft  editor  of  Viator,  has  illuftrated         ""■  Viftor.  ii.  2.  p.  22,  23.     The  clergy 

the  whole  fubjeft  with  a  copious  and  learned  of  Carthage  called  thefe   conditions,  fericu- 

apparatue  of  notes  and  fupplement     (Paris,  Ιο/ίε;  and  they  feem,  indeed,  to  have  been 

16/4.).  propofed  as  a  fnare  to  entrap  the  Catholic 

•'■'  Viilor.  iv.  2,  p.  61;.     Hunneric  refufes  biihops. 

H.  The 
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II.  The  pradice  of  a  conference,  which  tlie  Catholics  had  fo  fre-    chap. 

xxxvir 
quently  ufed   to  infult   and   punifli  their   obftinate  antagonifts,  wa§    ^ ._,--,-,  jj 

retorted  againft  themfelvcs  ^\  At  the  command  of  Hunneric,  four 
hundred  and  fixty-fix  orthodox  bifliops  aflembled  at  Carthage ;  but 
when  they  were  admitted  into  the  hall  of  audience,  they  had  the  morti- 
fication of  beholding  the.Arian  Cirila  exalted  on  the  patriarchal  throne. 
The  difputants  were  feparated,  after  the  mutual  and  ordinary  re- 
proaches of  noife  and  filence,  of  delay  and  precipitation,  of  military 
ibrce  and  of  popular  clamour.  One  martyr  and  one  confeffor  were 
feleded  among  the  Catholic  bifliops ;  twenty-eight  efcaped  by  flight, 
and  eighty-eight  by  conformity ;  forty-fix  were  fent  into  Corfica  to 
cut  timber  for  the  royal  na\'^y ;  and  three  hundred  and  two  w^ere 
baniflied  to  the  different  parts  of  Africa,  expofed  to  the  infults  of 
their  enemies,  and  carefully  deprived  of  all  the  temporal  and  fpiritual 
comforts  of  life  '*.  The  hardftiips  of  ten  years  exile  muft  have  re- 
duced their  numbers ;  and  if  they  had  complied  w^ith  tii£  law  of 
Thrafimund,  which  prohibited  any  epifcopal  confecrations,  the  or- 
thodox church  of  Africa  muft  have  expired  with  the  lives  of  its 
adbual  members.  They  difobeycd ;  and  their  difobedience  was  pu- 
niihed  by  a  fecond  exile  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  bifliops  into 
Sardinia;  where  they  languiflied  fifteen  years,  till  the  acceflion  of 
the  gracious  Hilderic  ''.     The  two  iflands  were  judicioufly  chofen  by 

«"  See  the  narrative   of  this    conference,         >"  Fulgent.  Vit.  c,  16—29.     Thrafimund 

and  the  treatment  of  the  biihops,  in  Viftor.  aifeiiled  the'  praife  of  moderation  and  learn- 

ii.   13-13.  p.  35— 42.  and  the  whole  fourth  ing;  and  Fulgentius  addreiled  three  books  of 

book,  p.  63  —  171.  The  third  book,  p.  42—  controverfy  to  the  Arian  tyrant,    whom  he 

02.  is  entirely  filled  by  their  apology  or  con-  i^\t%  ριιβηιε  Rex.     Bibuoth.   Maxim.    Pa- 

feflion  of  faith.  trum,   torn.  ix.  p.  41.     Only  fixty  biihops 

»*  See  the  lift  of  the  African  biihops,  in  are  mentioned  as  exiles  in  tlie  life  of  Ful- 

Viitor.  p.   117-140.  and  Ruinart's  notes,  gentius,  they  are  increafed  to  one  hundred 

j>.  215— J97.     The  fchifmatic  name  oi Do-  and  twenty    by  Vidor   Tunnunenfis,     and 

;?ai«i  frequently  occurs,  and  iliey  appear  to  Ifidore  ;  but  the  number  of  two  hundred  and 

have  adopted  (li-ke  our  fanatics  of  the  laft  twenty  is  fpecified  in   the  Ηιβοιία  Mifcella, 

age)    the    pious    appellations    of  Deodtatus,  and  a  Ihort  authentic  chronicle  of  the  times. 

JDtograH'ar,  ^idvulteieiis,  Habctdeum,  ice.  See  Ruinart.  p.  570,  571. 

3^2.  the 
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CHAP,    tiie  malice  of  their  Arian  tyrants.     Seneca,  from  his  own  experience, 

v_  .-, I    has  deplored  and  exaggerated  the  miferable  ftate  of  Corfica  '^,  and  the 

plenty  of  Sardinia  was  overbalanced  by  the  unwholefome  quality  of 
the  air'".  IIL  The  zeal  of  Genferic,  and  his  fucceflbrs,  for  the 
converfion  of  the  Catholics,  muft  have  rendered  them  ftill  more  jea- 
lous to  guard  the  purity  of  the  Vandal  faith.  Before  the  churches 
were  finally  fhut,  it  was  a  crime  to  appear  in  a  Barbarian  drefs  ;  and 
thofe  who  prefumed  to  negledl  the  royal  mandate,  were  rudely 
dragged  back\vards  by  their  long  hair  *'.  The  Palatine  officers,  who 
reftifed  to  profefs  the  religion  of  their  prince,  were  ignominioufly 
ftripped  of  their  honours,  and  employments ;  banifhed  to  Sardinia 
and  Sicily;  or  condemned  to  the  fei-vile  labours  of  Haves  and  pea- 
fants  in  the  fields  of  Utica.  In  the  diftriils  which  had  been  pecu- 
liarly allotted  to  the  Vandals,  the  exercife  of  the  Catholic  worihip 
was  more  ftridly  prohibited ;  and  fevere  penalties  were  denounced 
againft  the  guilt,  both  of  the  miffionary,  and  the  profelyte.  By 
thefe  arts,  the  faith  of  the  Barbarians  was  preferved,  and  their  zeal 
wa§  inflamed :  they  difcharged,  with  devout  fury,  the  office  of  fpies^ 
informers,  or  executioners;  and  whenever  their  cavalry  took  the 
field,  it  was  the  faA'^ourite  amufement  of  the  march,  to  defile  the 
churches,  and  to  infult  the  clergy  of  the  adverfe  failion''.  IV.  The 
citizens  who  had  been  educated  in  the  luxury  of  the  Roman  pro- 
vince, were  delivered,  with  exquifite  cruelty,  to  the  Moors  of  the 
defert.    A  venerable  train  of  biihops,  preibyters,  and  deacon?,  with  a. 

**  See  tlie  bafe  andinfipid  epigrams  of  the         "β  ggg  thefe  preludes  of  a^inira/perfecu- 

Stoic,  who  could  not  fupport  exile  with  more  tion,  in  Viftor.  ii.  3^   4.   7.    and  the  two 

fortitude  than  Ovid.  Corfica  might  not  edidls  of  Hunneric,  1.  ii.  p.  35.  1.  iv.  p.  64. 
produce  corn,  wine,  or  oil  ;  but  it  could  not         "   See  Procopius  de  Bell.  Vandal.    1.  i» 

be  deftitute  of  grafs,  water,  and  even  fire.  c.  7.  p.  197,  198.     A  Mooriih  princr  endea- 

*'  Si  ob  gravitatem   coeli  interiilent,  'vile  voured  to  propitiate  the  God  of  the  Chrift- 

damnum.     Tacit.  Annal.    ii.    85.     In  this  ians,  by  his  diligence  to  eraze  the  mar}cs  ejf 

application,  Thrafiraund  would  have  adopted  the  Vandal  facrilege.  1,  .^^^,  \  ,.;^^,^^ 

the  tcading  of  fome  critics,  a/iVf  damniun»  .  .      lo» 

caoii-v  faithful 
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faithful  crowd  of  four  thoufaad  and  ninety-fix  perfons,  whofe  guilt    CHAP. 

is  not  precifely  afcertained,  were  torn  from  their  native  homes,  by    ' , / 

the  command  of  Ilunneric.  During  the  night  they  were  confined, 
Hke  a  herd  of  cattle,  amidft  their  own  ordure :  during  the  day  they 
purfued  their  march  over  the  burning  fands;  and  if  they  fainted 
under  the  heat  and  fatigue,  they '  were  goaded,  or  dragged  along, 
till  they  expired  in  the  hands  of  their  tormentors '°°.  Thefe  unhappy 
exiles,  v/hen  they  reached  the  Moorifh  huts,  might  excite  the  com- 
pafllon  of  a  people,  whofe  native  humanity  was  neither  improved 
by  reafon,  nor  corrupted  by  fanaticifm:  but  if  they  efcaped  the  dan- 
gers, they  were  condemned  to  ffiarc  the  dillrefs,  of  a  favage  life. 
V.  It  is  incumbent  on  the  authors  of  perfecution  previoufly  to  re- 
flect, whether  they  are  determined  to  fupport  it  in  the  laft  extreme.  ^ 
They  excite  the  flame  which  they  ftrive  to  extinguiflr;  and  it  fooa 
becomes  neceifary  to  chaftife  the  contumacy,  as  well  as  the  crime,  of 
the  offender.  The  fine,  Avhich  he  is  unable  or  unwilling,  to  dif- 
charge,  expofes  his  perfon  to  the  feverity  of  the  law ;  and  his  con- 
tempt of  lighter  penalties  fuggefts  the  ufe  and  propriety  of  capital, 
puniiliment.  Through  the  veil  of  fiction  and  declamation,,  we  may 
clearly  perceive,  that  the  Catholics,  more  efpecially  under  the  reign 
of  Hunneric,  endured  the  moil  cruel  and  ignominious  treatment '°'. 
Refpedable  citizens,  noble  matrons,  and  confecrated  virgins,  were 
ftripped  naked,  and  raifed  in  the  air  by  pullies,  with  a  weight  fufpended 
at  their  feet.  In  this  painful  attitude  their  naked  bodies  were  torn 
vf'iih  fccurges,  or  burnt  in  the  moil  tender  parts  with  red-hot  plates 
of  iron.  The  amputation  of  the  ears^  the  nofe,  the  tongue,  and  the 
right-hand,  was  inflided  by  the  Arians ;  and  although  the  precife 
imitiber  cannot  be  defined,  it  is  evident  that  many  perfons,  among 

'*"  See  this  ftory  in  Viftor.  ii.  8— iz.  p.  iionate  complaints  are  confirmed  by  the  fober 

30—34.      Vi£lor   defcribes    the    diilrefs   of  teftimony  of  Procopius,  and  the  public  de- 

tliefe  confeiTors  as  an  eye-witnefs.  claration  of  the  emperor  Juftinian.     (Cod. 

"'  See  the  fifth  book,  of  Viilor.     His  paf-  1.  j.  tit.  xxvii.) 

whom• 
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c  Η  A  P.  ^vhom  abilliop  ""  and  a  procomul  '"  may  be  named,  were  entitled 
■-^—^ — ^  to  the  crown  of  martyrdom.  The  fame  honour  has  been  afcribed  tp 
the  memory  of  count  Sebailian,  ^vho  profeiTed  the  Nicene  creed  with 
unihaken  conftancy;  and  Genferic  might  detcft,  as  an  heretic,  the 
brave  and  ambitious  fugitive  whom  he  dreaded  as  a  rival  '"*.  VL  A 
new  mode  of  converlion,  which  might  fubdue  the  feeble,  and  alarm 
the  timorous,  w^as  employed  by  the  Arian  niinifters.  They  impofed, 
by  fraud  or  violence,  the. rites  of  baptifm  ;  and  punilhed  the  apo- 
ftacy  of  the  Catholica,  if  they  difclaimed  this  odious  and  profane 
ceremony,  which  fcandalouily  violated  the  freedom  of  the  w^ill,  and 
the  unity  of  the  facrament  '°\  The  hoftile  feds  had  formerly  allowed 
tlie  validity  of  each  other's  baptifm ;  and  the  innovation,  fo  fiercely 
maintained  by  the  Λ^andals,  can  be  imputed  only  to  the  example  and 
advice  -of  the  Donatifts.  VII.  The  Arian  clergy  furpafled,  in  reli-' 
gious  cruelty,  the  king  and  his  Vandals  ;  but  they  were  incapable  of 
cultivating  the  fpiritual  vineyard,  which  tliey  were  fo  defirous  to 
poflefs.  A  patriarch  '"^  might  feat  himfelf  on  the  throne  of  Carthage ; 
feme  bifliops,  in  the  principal  cities,  might  ufurp  the  place  of  their 
rivals ; .  but  the  fmallnefs  of  their  numbers,  and  their  ignorance  of  the 
Latin  language  '"%  difqualified  the  Barbarians  for  the  ecclefiaftical 
miniftry  of  a  great  church  j  and  the  Africans,  after  the  lofs  of  their 

'^*  Viilor.  ji.  18,  p.  41.  the  biihop  of  Carthage:    but  the  ranie  of 

'^'  Viflor.  V.   4.  p.   74,  75.     His  name  fairiarch  was  given  by  the  fefls  and  nations 

was  Viftori.inus,  and  he  was  a  wealthy  citi-  to  their  principal  ecclefiaillc.     See  Thomaf- 

'2en  of  Adrumetam,  who  enjoyed  the  confi-  fin,  Difcipline  de  I'Eglife,  torn.   i.  p.   155. 

dence  of  the  king;  by  whofe  favour  he  had  158. 

«btained  the  office,  or  at  leaft  the  title,  of        '°'  The  patriarch  Cyrila  himfelf  publicly 

proconful  of  Africa.  declared,  that  he  did  not  underftand  Latin 

'°*  Viftor.  i.  6.  p.  8,  9.     After  relating  (Viftor.   ii.    i8.    p.  42.)  ;   Nefcio  Latine ; 

the  firm  refiftance  and  dextrous  reply  of  count  and  he  might  converfe  with  tolerable  eafe, 

Sebailian,  he  adds,  quare  alio  generis  argu-  without  being  capable  of  difputing  or  preach- 

inento  poftea  belHcofum  virum  occidit.  ingin  that  language.  His  Vandal  clergy  were 

'OS  Viitor.  V.   12,  13.     Tillemont,  Mem.  Hill    more  ignorant;    and  fmall  confidence 

^Ecclef.  torn,  vi,  p.  609.  '  could  be  placed   in  the  Africans  who  had 

'**  Pj-imate  was  more  properly  the  title  of  conforroeJ. 

orthodox 
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orthodox  pailors,  were  deprived  of  the  public  exercife  of  Chriftia-  ^^χν,^' 
nity.  VIIL  The  emperors  were  the  natural  protedors  of  the  Ho-  v— -,>— ^ 
mooufian  dodlrine :  and  the  faithful  people  of  Africa,  both  as  Ro- 
mans and  as  Catholics,  preferred  their  lawful  fovereignty  to  the 
ufurpation  of  the  Barbarous  heretics.  During  an  interval  of  peace 
and  friendfhip,  Hunneric  reffored  the  cathedral  of  Carthage  ;  at  the 
interceffion  of  Zeno,  who  reigned  in  the  Eaft,  and  of  Placidia,  the 
daughter  and  relidl  of  emperors,  and  the  fiiler  of  the  queen  of  the 
Vandals  '°\  But  tliis  decent  regard  was  of  ihort  duration ;  and  the 
haughty  tyrant  difplayed  his  contempt  for  the  religion  of  the  Empire, 
by  iludioufly  arranging  the  bloody  images  of  perfecution,  in  all  the 
principal  ftreets  through  which  the  Roman  ambafllidor  muft  pafs  in 
his  way  to  the  palace  '^\  An  oath  was  required  from  the  biihops, 
who  were  aifembled  at  Carthage,  that  they  would  fupport  the  fucr- 
ceffion  of  his  fon  Hilderic,  and  that  they  would  renounce- all  foreign 
or  tranjmar'ine  correfpondence.  This  engagement,  confiftent  as  it 
fliould  feem,  with  their  moral  and  religious  duties,-  was  refuled  by 
the  more  fagacious  members  ""  of  the  aflembly.  Their  refufal, 
fldntly  coloured  by  the  pretence  that  it  is  unlawful  for  a  Chriftian  to 
fwear,  muft  provoke  the  fufpicions  of  a  jealous  tyrant. 

The  Catholics,   oppreffed  by  royal  and  military  force,   were  far  Catholb. 
fuperior  to  their  adveriiiries  in  numbers  and  learning.     With  the 
ilime-  weapons  which•  the  Greek  '"  and  Latin  fathers  had  already 
provided  for  the  Arian  controverfy,  they  repeatedly  filcnced,  or  viin- 

"^^  Viftor.  ii.  1,  2.  p.  22.  hundred  and  two  who  Avore,  were  Jiilribiited 

„    ,,.„  ,r  ,  through  the  provinces  of  Africa. 

'"»  Viftor.  V.  7.    p.  77.     He  appeals  to         .,,„,•       .-/i  c  -a   r       •     .l 

\    n•  \        I-     r,c        ,    r  Fultientius,   bifiiop   of  Rufpa?,  in  the 

the  ambafiador    himielf,    whofe  name  was  ^  „  ^       .  r       r      .„  •„ι  r 

Byzacene  province,  was  of  a   lenatorial  fa- 

'     *  iniiy,  and  had  received  a  liberal  education. 

"°  Jflutlcres,  Vidor.  iv.   4.  p.  70.     lie  jlt^  ^q^,]j  ^gp^at  ail  Homer  and  IVIenanJcr 

plainly  intimates  that  their  quotation  of  the  γ^^ς^^^  j^^  ^^^  allowed  to  fludy  Latin,  his  na- 

Gofpel  "  Non  jurabitis  in  toio,"  was  only  tive  tongue  (Vit.  Fulgent,  c.  i.).  ManyAfri- 

incant  to  elude  the  obligation  of  an  incon-  ^^^    biihops   might  underlland    Greek,    and 

venient  oath.     T-he. forty-fix  biihops  wlio  re-  ^^^^  Greek  theologians  were  tranllated  into, 

fufed  were  baniihed  to  Corfica;    the  thrfe  l^jJ^^ 

-7  quiilied,. 
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CHAP,    quiflied,  the  fierce  and  illiterate  fuccefl'ors  of  Ulphilas.     The  con- 

XXXVII.      "  '  ^ 

.  -  —  .  fcioufnefs  of  their  own  fuperiority  might  have  raifed  them  above  the 
arts,  andpaifions,  of  religious  warfare.  Yet,  inftead  ofaiTuming  fuch 
honourable  pride,  the  orthodox  theologians  were  tempted,  by  the 
aflurance  of  impunity,  to  compofe  fiftions,  which  muft  be  iligma- 
tized  with  the  epithets  of  fraud  and  forgery.  They  afcribed  their 
own  polemical  works  to  the  moft  venerable  names  of  Qiriftian  anti- 
quity :  the  charadters  of  Athanafuis  and  Auguftin  were  aukwardly 
perfonated  by  Vigilius  and  his  difciples  "* ;  and  the  fimous  creed, 
which  fo  clearly  expounds  the  myfteries  of  the  Trinity  and  the  In- 
carnation, is  deduced,  with  ftrong  probability,  from  this  African 
fchool '".  Even  the  Scriptures  themfelves  were  profaned  by  their 
raih  and  facrilegious  hands.  The  memorable  text,  which  aflerts 
the  unity  of  the  Three  who  bear  witnefs  in  heaven  "*,  is  con- 
demned by  the  univerfal  filence  of  the  orthodox  fathers,  ancient 
verfions,  and  authentic  manufcripts '".     It  was  firft  alleged  by  the 


"^  Compare  the  two  prefaces  to  the  Dia- 
logue of  Vigilius  of  Thapfus  (p.  1 18,  119. 
edit.  Chiflet).  He  might  amufe  his  learned 
reader  with  an  innocent  iirtion  ;  but  the  fub- 
jeft  was  too  grave,  and  the  Africans  were 
too  ignorant. 

"3  The  P.  Quefncl  darted  this  opinion, 
which  has  been  favourably  received.  But 
the  three  following  truths,  however  furprifing 
they  may  feem,  are  ««xw  univerfally  acknow- 
ledged (Gerard  Voffius,  torn.  vi.  p.  516  — 
522.  Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  viii. 
p.  667— 671.).  I.  St.  Athanafius  is  not  the 
author  of  the  creed  which  is  fo  frequently 
read  in  our  churches.  2.  It  does  not  appear 
to  have  c.vifted,  within  a  century  after  his 
death.  3.  It  was  originally  conipofcd  in  the 
Latin  tongue,  and,  confequently,  in  theV/cft- 
«rn  provinces.  Gennadius,  patriarch  of  Con- 
flantinople,  was  fo  much  ama/.ed  by  this  ex- 
traordinary compofition,  that  he  frankly  pro- 
nounced it  to  be  the  work  of  a  drunken  man. 
Petav.  Dogmat.  Theologica,  torn.  ii.  1.  vii, 
<.  8.  p.  687. 


""♦  1  John  V.  7.  See  Simon,  Hill.  Cri- 
tique du  Nouveau  Teftament,  part  i.  c.  xviii. 
p.  203 — 218.;  and  part  ii.  c.  iJf.  p.  99  — 
121.:  and  the  elaborate  Prolegomena  and 
Annotations  of  Dr.  Mill  and  Wetflein  to 
their  editions  of  the  Greek  Teftament.  In 
1689,  the  papift  Simon  rtrove  to  be  free;  in 
1707,  the  proteftant  Mill  wiihed  to  be  a 
flave;  in  1751,  the  Arminian  ΛVetί^ein  ufed 
the  liberty  of  his  times,  and  of  his  feft. 

"5  Of  all  the  MSS.  now  extant,  above 
fourfcore  in  number,  foir.e  of  which  are  more 
than  1200  yt-arsold  (Wetftein  ad  loc). 
The  orthodox  copies  of  the  Vatican,  of  the 
Complutenfi.in  editors,  of  Robert  Stephens, 
are  become  invifible;  and  the  fuio  MSS.  of 
Dublin  .ind  Berlin  are  unworthy  to  form  an 
exception.  Sec  Emlyn's  Works,  vol.  ii.  p. 
2ZT_255.  269—299.;  and  M.  de  Mifly's 
four  ingenious  letters,  in  torn.  viii.  and  ix. 
of  the  Journal  Britannique. 
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Catholic  biiliops  whom  Hunneric  fummoned  to  the  conference  of  chap. 

Carthage  "*.     An  allegorical  interpretation,  in  the  form,  perhaps,  of   ί „ — a 

Λ  marginal  note,  invaded  the  text  of  the  Latin  Bibles,  which  were 
renewed  and  correded  in  a  dark  period  of  ten  centuries  '".  After 
the  invention  of  printing  '",  the  editors  of  the  Greek  Teftament 
"yielded  to  their  own  prejudices,  or  thofe  of  the  times'";  and  the 
pious  fraud,  which  was  embraced  with  equal  zeal  at  Rome  and  at 
Geneva,  has  been  infinitely  multiplied  in  every  country  and  every 
language  of  modern  Europe. 

The  example  of  fraud  muil  excite  fufpicion ;  and  the  fpecious  and  miradei. 
miracles  by  which  the  African  Catholics  have  defended  the  truth  and 
juftice  of  their  caufe,  may  be  afcribed,  with  more  reafon,  to  their 
own  induilry,  than  to  the  vifible  protection  of  Heaven.  Yet  the 
hiftorian,  who  views  this  religious  conflict  with  an  impartial  eye, 
may  condefcend  to  mention  one  preternatural  event,  which  Avill  edify 
the  devout,    and  furprife  the  incredulous.      Tipafa '",   a  maritime 


*'®  Or,  more  properly,  by  x\z  four  bifhops 
%vho  compofed  and  publifiied  the  profeffion 
of  faith  in  the  name  of  their  brethren.  They 
ftyie  this  text,  luce  clarius  (Viftor  Vitenfis 
de  Perfecut.  Vandal.  1.  iii.  c.  ii.  p.  i;4.).. 
It  is  quoted  foon  afterwards  by  the  African 
polemics,  Vigilius  and  Fulgentius. 

"'  In  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  centuries, 
the  Bibles  were  correfted  by  Lanfranc,  arch- 
bilhop  of  Canterbury,  and  by  Nicolas,  car- 
dinal and  librarian  of  the  Roman  church, 
fecundum  orthodoxam  fidem  (Wetftein,  Pro- 
legom.  p.  %\,  85.).  Notwithftanding  thefe 
correilions,  the  paflage  is  ftill  wanting  in 
twenty-five  Latin  MSS.  (Wetftein  ad  loc), 
iheoldeft  and  the  faireft  ;  two  qualities  fel- 
dom  united,  except  in  manufcripts. 

"^  The  art  which  the  Germans  had  in- 
vented' was  applied  in  Italy  to  the  profane 
writers  of  Rome  and  Greece.  The  original 
Greek  of  the  New  Teftament  was  publiftied 
about  the  fame  time   (A.  D.   15 14.    1516. 

Vol.  III. 


1520.)  by  the  induftry  of  Erafraus,  and  the 
munificence  of  Cardinal  Ximenes.  The 
Complutenfian  Polyglot  coft  the  cardinal 
50,000  ducats.  See  Mattaire  Annal.  Ty- 
pograph.  torn.  ii.  p.  2— 8.  125  —  133.;  and 
Wetftein,  Prolegomena,  p.  ii6 — 127. 

"»  The  three  witnefles  have  been  efta- 
bliihed  in  our  Greek  Teftaments  by  the 
prudence  of  Erafmus;  the  honeft  bigotry  of 
the  Complutenfian  editors ;  the  typographi- 
cal fraud,  or  error,  of  Robert  Stephens  in 
the  placing,  a  crotchet ;  and  the  deliberate 
falfehood,  or  ftrange  mifappreheniion,  of 
Theodore  Beza. 

"^°  Plin.  Hift.  Natural,  v.  i.  Itinerar. 
V/efleling,  p.  15.  Cellarius,  Geograph. 
Antiq.  torn,  ii,  part  ii.  p.  127.  This  Ti- 
pafa (which  muft  not  be  confounded  with 
another  in  Numidia)  was  a  town  of  fome 
note,  fince  Vefpafian  endowed  it  with  the 
right  of  Latium. 
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C  HA  P.    colony  of  Mauritania,  fi.tteen  miles  to  the  eafl  of  Ca:farea,  had  been 

V ^ '    diftinguiihed,  in  every  age,  by  the  orthodox  zeal  of  its  inhabitants. 

Tlx^y  had  braved  the  fury  of  the  Donatiils  '"" ;  they  refilled,  or  eluded, 
the  tyranny  of  the  Arians.  The  town  was  deferted  on  the  approach 
of  an  heretical  bifhop  :  moil  of  the  inhabitants  who  could  procure 
ihips  paiTed  over  to  the  coail  of  Spain ;  and  the  unhappy  remnant, 
refufmg  all  communion  with  the  ufurper,  ilill  prefumed  to  hold  their 
pious,  but  illegal,  aiTemblies.  Their  difobedience  exafperated  the 
cruelty  of  Hunneric.  A  military'•  count  was  dlfpatched  from  Carthage 
to  Tipafa  :  he  colledted  the  Catholics  in  the  Forum,  and,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  whole  province,  deprived  the  guilty  of  their  right-hands 
and  their  tongues.  But  the  holy  confeiTors  continued  to  fpeak  with- 
out tongues ;  and  this  miracle  is  attefted  by  Vidor,  an  African 
blihop,  who  publifhed  an  hiilory  of  the  perfecution  within  two  years 
after  the  event '".  "  If  any  one,"  fays  Vidor,  "  ihould  doubt  of 
"  the  truth,  let  him  repair  to  Conftantinople,  and  liften  to  the  clear 
"  and  perfeil  language  of  Reilitutus,  the  fub-deacon,  one  of  thele 
"  glorious  fufferers,  who  is  now  lodged  in  the  palace  of  tlie  emperor 
"  Zeno,  and  is  refpe£led  by  the  devout  emprefs."  At  Conftantinople 
we  are  aftoniihed  to  find  a  cool,  a  learned,  an  unexceptionable  wit- 
nefs,  without  intereft,  and  without  paffion.  JEneas  of  Gaza,  a  Pla- 
tonic philofopher,  has  accurately  defcribed  his  own  obfervations  on 
thefe  African  fufferers.  "  I  faw  them  myfelf :  I  heard  them  fpeak  : 
*'  I  diligently  enquired  by  what  means  fuch  an  articulate  voice  could 
"  be  formed  without  any  organ  of  fpeech :  I  ufed  my  eyes  to  ex- 
"  amine  the  report  of  my  ears  :  I  opened  their  mouth,  and  faw  that 
"  the  whole  tongue  had  been  completely  torn  away  by  the  lOots  ; 
*'  an  operation  which  the  phyficians  generally  fuppofe  to  be  mor- 

"'  Optatus  Milevitanus  de  Schifm.  Do-         ""  Vidor.  Vitenfjs,    v.  6.    p.  76.     Rui- 
natift.  1.  ii.  p.  38.  nart,  p.  483—487. 

"  tal." 
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*'  tal  "'."  The  teftimony  of  ^neas  of  Gaza  might  be  confirmed  by  "v^^v yif* 
the  fuperfluous  evidence  of  the  emperor  Juftinian,  in  a  perpetual  < — — ν — > 
edidl ;  of  count  MarceUinus,  in  his  Chronicle  of  the  times ;  and  of 
pope  Gregory  the  Firft,  who  had  refided  at  Conftantinople,  as  the 
minifter  of  the  Roman  pontiff"*.  They  all  lived  within  the  compafs 
of  a  century  ;  and  they  all  appeal  to  their  perfonal  knowledge,  or 
the  public  notoriety,  for  the  truth  of  a  miracle,  which  was  repeated 
in  feveral  inftances,  difplayed  on  the  greateft  theatre  of  the  world, 
and  fubmitted,  during  a  feries  of  years,  to  the  calm  examination  of 
the  fenfes.  This  fupernatural  gift  of  the  African  confeiTors,  who 
fpoke  without  tongues,  will  command  the  affent  of  thofe,  and  of 
thofe  only,  who  already  believe,  that  their  language  was  pure  and 
orthodox.  But  the  ftubborn  mind  of  an  infidel  is  guarded  by  fecret, 
incurable,  fufpicion ;  and  the  Arian,  or  Socinian,  who  has  feriouily 
rejedled  the  dodtrine  of  the  Trinity,  will  not  be  fliaken  by  the  moil 
plaufible  evidence  of  an  Athanafian  miracle. 

The  Vandals  and  the  Oftrogoths  perfevered  in  the  profeflion  of  The  ruin  of 
Arianifm  till  the  final  ruin  of  the  kingdoms  which  they  had  founded   among  the 
in  Africa  and  Italy.     The  Barbarians  of  Gaul  fubmitted  to  the  or-   ^t'^D.'Too'- 
thodox  dominion  of  the  Franks ;    and  Spain   was   reftored  to   the   7°°• 
Catholic  church  by  the  voluntary  converfion  of  the  Vifigoths. 

This  falutary  reΛΌlution  '*'  was  haftened  by  the  example  of  a  royal   Revolt  and 

rill      martyrdom 

martyr,    \vhom   our  calmer  reafon  may  ityle  an  ungrateiul  rebel.   ofHermene- 

L•    •ι  1      p-ild  in  Spain, 
eovigild,   i.  D. 

'»3.  yEneas   Gazsus  in  Theophrafto,    in  Vandal.  1- i.  c.  7.  p.  196.      Gregor.  Mag- 

Biblioih.  Patrum,   torn.  viii.    p.  664,   665.  nus  Dialog,  iii.  32,     None  of  thefe  witneiles 

He  was  a  Chriitian,  and  compofcd  this  Dia-  have  fpecified  the  number  of  the  confeflbrs, 

logue  (the  Theophraftus)  on  the  immortality  which  is  fixed  at  iixty  in  an  old  menology 

ofthefoul,  and  therefurreaion  of  thebody;  (apud  Ruinart,  p.  48O.).     Tv/o  of  them  loft 

befides  twenty-five  Epiftles,  Hill  extact.     See  their  fpeech  by  fornication  ;    but  the  miracle 

Cave   (Hift.  Litteraria,  p.  29-.)   and  Fabri-  is  enhanced  by  the  fingular  inftance  of  a  boy 

cius  (Bib!.  Grsc.  torn.  i.  p.  422.)•  ^'^^ο  ^^^  "''^"'  ^pokea  before  hi:  tongue  was 


sr; 
584. 


Juilinian.    Codex,     1.    i.    tit.    xxvii. 


cut  out. 


M.irceliin.   in   Chron.    p.   4c.    in  Thefaur.         '«  See  ths  two  general  hiftorians  of  Spain, 
Temporum  Scaligcr.      Procopius,    de  Bell.     Mariana  (tlift.  de  Rebus  Hifpanise,  torn.  i. 
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^χχνιΓ'    L^°^^S^^^>  ^^^  Gothic  monarch  of  Spain,  defcrvetl  the  refped  of  his 

* — -V ^    enemies,  and  the  love  of  his  fubjedts:  the  Catholics  enjoyed  a  free 

toleration,  and  his  Arian  fynods  attempted,  without  much  fuccefs, 
to  reconcile  their  fcruples  by  aboliihing  the  unpopular  rite  of  2i  fe- 
coud  baptifm.  His  eldeil  fon  Hermenegild,  who  Λvas  invefted  by 
his  father  with  the  royal  diadem,  and  the  fail-  principality  of  Boetica, 
contracted  an  honourable  and  orthodox  alliance  with  a  Merovingian 
princefs,  the  daughter  of  Sigebert  king  of  Auftrafia,  and  of  the  fa- 
mous Brunechild.  The  beauteous  Ingundis,  who  was  no  more  than 
thirteen  years  of  age,  was  received,  beloved,  and  perfecuted,  in  the 
Arian  court  of  Toledo ;  and  her  religious  conftancy  was  alternately 
aifaulted  with  blandilhments  and  violence  by  Goifvintha,  the  Gothic 
queen,  who  abufed  the  double  claim  of  maternal  authority  ""*.  In- 
cenfed  by  her  refiftance,  Goifvintha  feized  the  Catholic  princefs  by 
her  long  hair,  inhumanly  daihed  her  againft  the  ground,  kicked  her 
till  ihe  was  covered  with  blood,  and  at  laft  gave  orders  that  ihe  ihould 
be  ftripped,  and  thrown  into  a  bafon,  or  fifh-pond  '".  Love  and 
honour  might  excite  Hermenegild  to  refent  this  injurious  treatment 
of  his  bride  ;  and  he  was  gradually  perfuaded,  that  Ingundis  fuffered 
for  the  caufe  of  divine  truth.  Her  tender  complaints,  and  the  ^yeighty 
arguments  of  Leander,  archbiihop  of  Seville,  accompliflied  his  con- 
verfion ;  and  the  heir  of  the  Gothic  monarchy  was  initiated  in  the 
Nicene  faith  by  the  folemn  rites  of  confirmation  "'.     The  raih  youth, 

1.  V.  c.  12— 15.  p.  i8z — 194.)  and  Ferreras  fam  per  comam  capitis  puellam  in  terram 
(French  tranflation,  torn.  ii.  p.  206  —  247.).  conlidit,  et  diu  calcibus  verbcratani,  ac  fan- 
Mariana  almoft  forgets  that  he  is  a  Jefuit,  to  guine  cruentatam,  judit  exfpoliari,  et  pifci- 
alTume  the  llylc  and  fpirit  of  a  Roman  claflic.  nae  immergi.  Greg.  Turon.  I.  v.  c.  39.  in 
Ferreras,  an  induilrioiis  compiler,  reviews  torn.  ii.  p.  255.  Gregory  is  one  of  our  belt 
his  fails,  and  reilifies  his  chronology.  originals  for  this  portion  of  hiltory. 

"*  Goifvintha  fucceffively  married  two  '^'  The  Catholics  who  admitted  the  bap- 
kings  of  the  Vifigoths :  Athanigild,  to  whom  tifm  of  heretics,  repeated  the  rite,  or,  as  it 
(he  bore  Brunechild,  the  mother  of  Ingun-  was  afterwards  llyled,  the  facramcnt  of  con- 
dis  J  and  Leovigild,  whofe  two  fons,  Her-  firmation,  to  which  they  afcribed  many  myftic 
menegild  and  Recared,  were  the  ifiiie  of  a  and  marvellous  prerogatives,  both  vifible  and 
former  marriage.  invifible.      See  Chardoa,    Hift.   dcs  Sacre- 

**'  Iracundix   furore  fuccenfa,  adprehen-  mens,  torn.  i.  P•  405 -552• 
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inflamed  by  zeal,  and  perliaps  by  ambition,  was  tempted  to  violate    C  Η  A  P. 

'  xxxvir. 

the  duties  of  a  fon,  and  a  llibjedl ;  and  the  Catholics  of  Spain,  al-  ^- — , 1/ 

though  they  could  not  complain  of  perfecution,   applauded  his  pious 
rebellion  againil  an  heretical  father.     The  civil  war  was  protradled 
by  the  long  and  obftinate  fieges  of  Merida,  Cordova,  and  Seville, 
which  had  ilrenuoufly  efpoufed  the  party  of  Hermenegild.     He  in- 
vited the  orthodox  Barbarians,  the  Suevi,    and  the  Franks,  to  the 
deftrudlion  of  his  native  land :  he  folicited  the  dangerous  aid  of  the 
Romans,  who  poffeiTed  Africa,  and  a  part  of  the  Spaniih  coaft  ;   and 
his  holy  ambalfador,  the  archbiihop  Leander,  effedlually  negociated 
in  perfon  with  the  Byzantine  court.     But  the  hopes•  of  the  Catholics 
were  cruilied  by  the  adtive  diligence  of  a  monarch  v/ho  commanded 
the  troops  and  treafures  of  Spain  ;  and  the  guilty  Hermenegild,  after 
his  vain  attempts  to  refift  or  to  efcape,  was  compelled  to  furrender 
himfelf  into  the  hands  of  an  inccnfed  father.     Leovigild  was  ftill 
mindful  of  that  facred  charader  ;  and  the  rebel,  defpoiled  of  the  regal 
ornaments,  was  ftill  permitted,  in  a  decent  exile,  to  profefs  the  Ca- 
tholic religion.       His  repeated  and  unfuccefsful   treafons  at  length 
provoked  the  indignation  of  the  Gothic  king ;   and  the  fentence  of 
death,  which  he  pronounced  with  apparent  reludance,  was  privately 
executed  in  the  tower  of  Seville.     The  inflexible  conftancy  with  which 
he  refufed  to  accept  the  Arian  communion,  as  the  price  of  his  fafety, 
may  excufe  the  honours  that  have  been  paid  to  the  memory  of  Sf.. 
Hermenegild.     His  wife  and  infant  fon  were  detained  by  the  Ro- 
mans in  ignominious  captivity :    and  this  domeftic  misfortune  tar- 
niflied  the  glories  of  Leovigild,  and  embittered  the  laft  moments  of 
his  life.. 

His  fon  and  fucceiTor,  Recared,  the  firil  Catholic  king  of  Spain,  Converfion 
had  imbibed  the  faith  of  his  unfortunate  brother,  which  he  fupported  "nd  t^he  vlii- 
with  more  prudence  and  fuccefs.     Inftead  of  revolting  againft  his  |°^^^  °^ 
father,  Recared  patiently  expeded  the  hour  of  his  death.     Inftead  ^•  ^^•  526  — 

©£ 
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CHAP,  of  condemning  his  memory,  he  pioufly  fuppofed,  that  the  dying 
s_  -^~,'j  monarch  had  abjured  the  errors  of  Arianifm,  and  recommended  to 
his  fon  the  conΛ'^erflon  of  the  Gothic  nation.  To  accomphih  that 
falutary  end,  Recared  convened  an  affembly  of  the  Arian  clergy  and 
-nobles,  declared  himfelf  a  Catholic,  and  exhorted  them  to  imitate  the 
example  of  their  prince.  The  laborious  interpretation  of  doubtful 
texts,  or  the  curious  purfuit  of  metaphyseal  arguments,  would  have 
excited  an  endlefs  controvei-fy  ;  and  the  monarch  difcreetly  propofed 
to  his  illiterate  audience,  two  fubftantial  and  vifible  arguments,  the 
teftimony  of  Earth,  and  of  Heaven.  The  Eari/j  had  fubmitted  to 
the  Nicene  fynod :  the  Romans,  the  Barbarians,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  Spain,  unanimouily  profeiTed  the  fame  orthodox  creed  ;  and  the 
Vifi^-oths  reiifted,  almoft  alone,  the  confent  of  the  Chriftian  world. 
A'fupcrftitious  age  was  prepared  to  reverence,  as  the  teftimony  of 
Hcavcii^  the  preternatural  cures,  which  were  performed  by  the  ikill 
or  virtue  of  the  Catholic  clergy;  the  baptifmal  fonts  of  Oflet  in 
Boetica  "',  which  were  fpontaneoufly  repleniihed  each  year,  on  the 
vigil  of  Eafter  "° ;  and  the  miraculous  ihrine  of  St.  P>Iartin  of  Tours, 
which  had  already  converted  the  Suevic  prince  and  people  of  Galli- 
cia '".  The  Catholic  king  encountered  fome  difficulties  on  this  im- 
portant change  of  the  national  religion.  A  confpiracy,  fecretly  fo- 
mented by  the  queen-dowager,  was  formed  againft  his  life ;  and  two 
counts  excited   a   dangerous  revolt  in  the  Narbonnefe  Gaul.     But 

"^'  Oflet,  or  lulI.T  Conftantia,  was  oppo-  '^'  This  miracle  was  iliilfully  performed, 

fite  to  Seville,  on  the  northern  fide  of  the  An  Arian  king  fealcd  the  doers,   and  dug  a 

Bcetis  (  Plin.   Hift.  Natur.  iii.  5.)  :    and   the  'Icep  trench  round  the  church,  without  being 

authentic   reference  of  Gregory    of   Tours  '-^^<^  'o  intercept  the  Eafter  fupply  of  bnp- 

,..„     T,               1      ■                        on  V    J  tifmal  water. 

(Hlft.   Francor.    1.  vi.    c.  43.    p.  288.)    de-  ..           ,„               λ    τ^ 

\                        J-     1.        1                  f  τ    r.  "'  Ferreras  (torn.  ii.  p.  168-175,  A.  D. 

ferves  more  credit  than  the  name  of  Lulita-  '               '^                '  ■>           , 

550•)    "ss    illurtrated   the   dithculiics    »vhicrt 

nia  (de  Gloria  Martyr,  c.   24.),  which  has  ^^^^^^   ^,^^  ^;^^    ^^^    circumilances   of  the 

been  eagerly  embraced  by  the  vain  and  fu-  converfion  of  the  Suevi.      They  had   been 

pfrftitious  Portugiiefe  (Ferrer.is,  Ilift.  d'E-  recently  united  by  Leovigild  to 'tiic  Gothic 

fji.-.gnc,  torn.  ii.  p.  166.).  monarchy  of  Spain, 

•:>  Recared 
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Recared  difarmed  the  confpirators,  defeated  the  rebels,  and  executed  ^^}.\,^-  ^• 
ievere  juftice  ;  which  the  Arians,  in  their  turn,  might  brand  with  the  ' — ^-v — —^ 
reproach  of  perfecution.  Eight  bifliops,  whofe  names  betray  their 
Barbaric  origin,  abjured  their  errors  ;  and  all  the  books  of  Arian  the- 
ology were  reduced  to  aihes,  with  the  houfe  in  which  they  had 
been  purpofely  colkdled.  The  whole  body  of  the  A^'ifigoths  and 
Suevi  were  allured  or  driven  into  the  pale  of  the  Catholic  communion; 
the  faith,  at  leail  of  the  rifmg  generation,  was  fervent  and  fmcere ; 
and  the  devout  liberality  of  the  Barbarians  enriched  the  churches  and 
monafteries  of  Spain.  Seventy  bifliops,  aflembled  in  the  council  of 
Toledo,  received  the  fubmiiTion  of  their  conquerors  ;  and  the  zeal  of 
the  Spaniards  improved  the  Nicene  creed,  by  declaring  the  proceiTion 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  from  the  Son,  as  w^ell  as  from  the  Father ;  a 
weighty  point  of  dodrin'e,  which  produced,  long  «fterwards,  the 
fcliifm  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  churches  "\  The  royal  profelyte  im- 
mediately faluted  and  confulted  pope  Gregory,  furnamed  the  Great, 
a  learned  and  holy  prelate,  whofe  reign  was  diftinguiflied  by  the 
converfion  of  heretics  and  infidels.  The  ambaifadors  of  Recared 
refpectfully  offered  on  the  threiliold  of  the  Vatican  his  rich  prefents- 
of  gold  and  gems ;  they  accepted,  as  a  lucrative  exchange,  the  hairs 
of  St.  John  the  Baptift ;  a  crofs,  which  inclofed  a  fmall  piece  of  the 
true  wood  ;  and  a  key,  that  contained  fome  particles  of  iron  which 
had  been  fcraped  from  the  chains  of  St.  Peter  '". 

The  fame  Gregory,  the  fpiritual  conqueror  of  Britain,  encouraged   Converfion 
the  pious  Theodelinda,  queen  of  the  Lombards,  to  propagate  the  Ni-   bards  of 
cene  faith  among  the  vidorious  favages,  whofe  recent  Chriftianity  was   ^!  D.  600, 

&c. 
""  This  addition  to  the  Nicene,  or  rather     (Gerard  Voffius,  torn.  vi.  p.  527.  de  tribus 

the  Conllantinopolitan  creed,  was  firft  made  ^y"]"^''')•                ,,          ,      ..        .^       ^ 

,    rrr-  ,   J       Λ    ΤΛ  ^  ""See   Gregor.  Magn.  1.  vii.  epilt.  126. 

ill  the  eighth  council  of  Toledo,  A.  D.  653  ;  ^^^^  Baronium,  Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  599, 

but  it  was  expreffive  of  the  popular  doilrine  N°  25,  26. 

polluted 
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CRAP,    polluted  by  the  Arian  herefy.     Her  devout  labours  ftill  left  room  for 

XXXVII 

« ^ '    the  induftry  and  fuccefs  of  future  miffionqtries  ;   and  many  cities  of 

Italy  were  ftill  difputed  by  hoRilc  bifliops.  But  the  caufe  of  Arianifm 
ΛνΛ3  gradually  fupprclTed  by  the  weight  of  truth,  of  intercfl:,  and  of 
example ;  and  the  controverfy,  which  Egypt  had  derived  from  the 
Platonic  fchool,  was  terminated,  after  a  war  of  three  hundred  years, 
by  the  final  converfion  of  the  Lombards  of  Italy '". 
Perfecution  The  firft  miffionaries  who  preached  the  gofpel  to  the  Barbarians, 

η  Spain,  appealed  to  the  evidence  of  reafon,  and  claimed  the  benefit  of  tole- 
ration '".  But  no  fooner  had  they  eftablifhed  their  fpiritual  domi- 
nion, than  they  exhorted  the  Chriftian  kings  to  extirpate,  Avithout 
mercy,  the  remains  of  Roman  or  Barbaric  fuperftition.  The  fuccef- 
fors  of  Clovis  infiidled  one  hundred  laihes  on  the  peafants  who  re- 
fufed  to  deftroy  their  idols ;  the  crime  of  facrificing  to  the  daemons 
Avas  puniflied  by  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws  with  the  heavier  penalties  of 
imprifonment  and  confifcation ;  and  eu'en  the  wife  Alfred  adopted, 
as  an  indifpenfable  duty,  the  extreme  rigour  of  the  Mofaic  inftitu- 
tions  '^*.  But  the  puniihment,  and  the  crime,  were  gradually  abo- 
liflied  among  a  Chriftian  people ;  the  theological  difputes  of  the 
fchools  were  fufpended  by  propitious  ignorance ;  and  the  intolerant 
fplrit,  which  could  find  neither  idolaters  nor  heretics,  was  reduced 
to  the  perfecution  of  the  Jews.  That  exiled  nation  had  founded  fome 
fynagogues  in  the  cities  of  Gaul ;  but  Spain,  fince  the  time  of  Ha- 

'^+  Paul  Warnefrid  (de  Geftis  Langobard.  tamen  cogeret  ad  Chrifllanifmum  ....  Didi- 

1.  iv.  c.  44..  p.  853.  edit.  Grot. )  allows  that  cerat  enim  a  dciloribus   auiloribufque  Case 

Arianifm  ftill  prevailed  under  the  reign  of  falutis,    fervitiura   Chrifti   voluntarium    non 

Rotharis  (A.  D.  636  —  652.).      The  pious  coailitium  efle  debere.     Beda;  Hill.  Eccle- 

Deacon  does  not  attempt  to  mark  the  precife  fiaftic.  1.  i.  c.  26.  p.  62.  edit.  Smith, 
asra  of  the  national  converfion,  >vhich  was         '3«  See  the  Hiftorians  of  France,  torn,  i v. 

accomplilhed,    however,    before   the  end  of  p.  w^.;   and  VVilkins,  Leges  Anglo-Saxo- 

the  feventh  century.  nics,  p.  1 1.  31.      Siquis  facrificium  immo- 


Quorum  fidei  et  converfioni  ita  con-    laverit  pra:ter  Deo  foli  morte  moriatur, 
^ratulatus  e/Te  rex   perhibetur,    ut   nullum 
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drian,  was  filled  with  their  numerous  colonies     .     The  wealth  which    CHAP. 

XXXVII. 
they  accumulated  by  trade,    and  the  management  of  the  finances,   < ^-    ■/ 

invited  the  pious  avarice  of  their  mafters ;  and  they  might  be  op- 
prefled  without  danger,  as  they  had  loft  the  ufe,  and  even  the  re- 
membrance, of  arms.  Sifebut,  a  Gothic  king,  who  reigned  in  the 
beginning  of  the  feventh  century,  proceeded  at  once  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremes of  perfecution  '^*.  Ninety  thoufand  Jews  were  compelled  to 
receive  the  facrament  of  baptifm  ;  the  fortunes  of  the  obftinate  infi- 
dels were  confifcated,  their  bodies  were  tortured  ;  and  it  feems  doubt- 
ful whether  they  were  permitted  to  abandon  their  native  country.- 
The  exceilive  zeal  of  the  Catholic  king  was  moderated,  even  by  the- 
clergy  of  Spain,  who  folemnly  pronounced  an  inconfiftent  fentence  r 
tbat  the  facraments  ihould  not  be  forcibly  impofed ;  but  tbiii  the- 
Jews  who  had  been  baptized  ihould  be  conftrained,  for  the  honour 
of  the  church,  to  perfevere  in  the  external  pradice  of  a  religion 
which  they  diibelieved,  and  detefted.  Their  frequent  relapfes  pro- 
voked one  of  the  fucceflTors  of  Sifebut  to  banifh  the  whole  nation 
from  his  dominions ;  and  a  council  of  Toledo  publiihed  a  decree, 
that  every  Gothic  king  ihould  fwear  to  maintain  this  falutary  edidt. 
But  the  tyrants  were  unwilling  to  difmifs  the  vid:ims,  whom  they 
delighted  to  torture,  or  to  deprive  themfelves  of  the  induftrious 
flaves,  over  whom  they  might  exercife  a  lucrative  oppreflion.  The 
Jews  ftill  continued  in  Spain,  under  the  weight  of  the  civil  and  ec— 
elefiaftical  laws,   Avhich  in  the   fame  country  have  been  faithfully 

'''    The  Jews  pretend  that  they  were  in-  viJle,    mentions,    difapproves,    and  congra- 

troduced  into  Spain  by  the  fleets  of  Solo-  tulates,  the  zeal  of  Sifebut    (Chron.  Goih, 

men,    and    the   arms    of   Nebuchadnezzar;  p.  728.).      Baronius    (A.  D.  614,    N*^  41.) 

that  Hadrian  tranfported  forty  thoufand  fa-  afligns  the  number  on  the  evidence  of  Almoin 

milies  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  ten  thou-  (1.  iv.  c.  22.)  ;    but  the  evidence  is  weak, 

fand  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  Sec.    Bafnage,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  verify  the  quo- 

Hift.  des  Juifs,  torn.  viL  c.  9.  p.  240— 256.  tation    (Hiilorians  of  France,    torn.  iii.    p. 

'^'  Ifidore,  at  that  time  archbilhop  of  Se-  127.). 

Vol.  III.  4.  B-  tranfcribed 
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tranfcrlbed  in  the  Code  of  the  laquifitlon.  The  Gothic  kings  and 
biiliops  at  length  dilcovered,  that  injuries  will  produce  hatred,  and 
that  hatred  will  find  the  opportunity  of  revenge.  A  nation,  the  fecret 
or  profefled  enemies  of  Chriftianity,  ilill  multiplied  in  fervitude,  and 
diftrefs ;  and  the  intrigues  of  the  Jews  promoted  the  rapid  fuccefs  of 
the  Arabian  conquerors '". 

As  foon  as  the  Bai-barians  withdrew  their  powerful  fupport,  the 
unpopular  herefy  of  Arius  funk  into  contempt  and  oblivion.  But 
the  Greeks  ftill  retained  their  fubtle  and  loquacious  difpofition :  the 
cftabliihment  of  an  obfcure  dodrine  fuggcfted  new  queftions,  and 
new  difputes ;  and  it  was  always  in  the  power  of  an  ambitious  pre- 
late, or  a  fanatic  monk,  to  violate  the  peace  of  the  church,  and, 
perhaps,  of  the  empire.  The  hiftorian  of  the  empire  may  overlook 
thofe  difputes  which  were  confined  to  the  obfcurity  of  fchools  and 
iynods.  The  Manichseans,  who  laboured  to  reconcile  the  religions 
of  Chrift  and  of  Zoroafter,  had  fecretjy  introduced  themfelves  into 
the  provinces  :  but  thefe  foreign  fe£taries  were  involved  in  the  com- 
mon difgrace  of  the  Gnoftics,  and  the  Imperial  laws  were  executed 
by  the  public  hatred.  The  rational  opinions  of  the  Pelagians  Avere 
propagated  from  Britain  to  Rome,  Africa,  and  Paleftine,  and  filently 
expired  in  a  fuperftitious  age.  But  the  Eaft  was  diftradted  by  the 
Neftorian  and  Eutychian  controverfies ;  which  attempted  to  explain 
the  myftery  of  the  incarnation,  and  haftened  the  ruin  of  Chriftianity 
in  her  native  land.  Thefe  controverfies  were  firil  agitated  under  the 
reign  of  the  younger  Theodofius :  but  their  important  confequences 
extend  far  beyond  the  limits  of  the  prefent  volume.     The  metaphy- 


'^'  Bafnage    (toni.  viii.    c.  13.    p.  388 —  of  the  Vifigoths,  many  curious  circumifances, 

4D0.)  faithfully   reprefents   the  ftate  of  the  effential  to  his  fubjedl,  though  they  are  fo- 

Jews  :    but   he  might  have   added  from  the  reign  to  mine, 
canons  of  the  Spanilh  councils,  znd  the  laws 

fical 
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fical  chain  of  argument,  the  contefts  of  ecclefiaftical  amhitlon,  and    CHAP. 

XXXVII 

theh•  political  influence  on  the  decline  of  the  Byzantine  empire,    <       ,     ^f 
may  afiord  an  interefting  and  inftruilive  feries  of  hiftory,  from  the 
genei-al  councils  of  Epheius  and  Chalcedon,  to  the  conqueft  of  the 
Eaft  hv  the  fucceffors  of  Mahomet. 
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CHAP.    XXXVIIL 

Reign  and  Converfion  of  Clov'is. — His  ViStories  over  the 
Alemannty  Burgundimis,  and  Vifigoths. — Efiablipment 
of  the  French  Moiiarchy  in  Gaul. — Laws  of  the  Barba- 

'  '  rians. — State  of  the  Romans, — The  Vifgoths  of  Spain. 
— Conquef  of  Britain  by  the  Saxc^is. 

Τ  Η  Ε  Gauls ',  ΛνΗο  impatiently  fupported  the  Roman  yoke, 
received  a  memorable  leffon  from  one  of  the  lieutenants  of 
Vefpafian,  whofe  weighty  fenfe  has  been  refined  and  exprefled  by  the 
genius  of  Tacitus  *.  **  The  protedlion  of  the  republic  has  delivered 
*'  Gaul  from  internal  difcord,  and  foreign  invafions.  By  the  lofs  of 
*'  national  independence,  you  have  acquired  the  name  and  privileges 
"  of  Roman  citizens.  You  enjoy,  in  common  with  ourfelves,  the 
*'  permanent  benefits  of  civil  government ;  and  your  remote  fitua- 
*'  tionislefs  expofed  to  the,  accidental  mifchiefs  of  tyranny.  Inftead 
*'  of  exercifing  the  rights  of  conqueft,  we  have  been  contented  to 
"  impofe  fuch  tributes  as  are  requifite  for  your  own  prefervation. 
'"  Peace  cannot  be  fecured  without  armies ;  and  armies  muft  be  fup- 

•  In  this  chapter  I  ihall  draw  my  quota-  Such  a  national  work,  which  will  be  con- 

tions  from   the  Recueil  des  Hiftoriens   des  tinued  to  the  year  i;oo,  might  provoke  our 

Gaules  et  de  la  France,  Paris,  1738 — 1767,  emulation. 

in  eleven  volumes  in  folio.     By  the  labour        ^  Tacit.  Hill.  iv.  73,74.  in  torn.  i.  p.  44ς. 

of  Dom.  Bouquet,  and  the  other  Benedic-  To  abridge  Tacitus,  would  indeed  be  pre- 

tines,  all  the  original  teftimonies,  as  far  as  fumptuous :    but  1  may  feleft   tlie  general 

A.  D.  1060,    are  difpofed  in  chronological  ideas  which  he  applies  to  the  prcfent  ftate 

order,   and  illuilrated  with   learned   notes,  and  future  revolutions  of  Gaul. 

"*'  ported 
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"  ported  at  the  expence  of  the  people.  It  is  for  your  fake,  not  for 
"  our  own,  that  we  guard  the  barrier  of  the  Rhine  againft  the  fero- 
"  cious  Germans,  who  have  fo  often  attempted,  and  who  will  al- 
•'  ways  defire,  to  exchange  the  folitude  of  their  woods  and  morafles 
"  for  the  wealth  and  fertility  of  Gaid.  The  fall  of  Rome  would  be 
"  fatal  to  the  provinces ;  and  you  would  be  buried  in  the  ruins  of 
"  that  mighty  fabric,  which  has  been  raifed  by  the  valour  and  wif- 
*'  dom  of  eight  hundred  years.  Your  imaginary  freedom  would  be 
^*  infulted  and  opprefled  by  a  favage  mafter ;  and  the  expulfion  of 
"  the  Romans  would  be  fucceeded  by  the  eternal  hoftilities  of  the 
*'  Barbarian  conquerors  '."  This  falutary  advice  was  accepted,  and 
this  ilrange  predidion  was  accompliihed.  In  the  fpace  of  four  hun- 
dred years,  the  hardy  Gauls,  who  had  encountered  the  arms  of  Cs;- 
far,  were  imperceptibly  melted  into  the  general  mafs  of  citizens  and 
fubjedls  :  the  Weftern  empire  was  diflblved  ;  and  the  Germans,  who 
had  pafled  the  Rhine,  fiercely  contended  for  the  poiTeffion  of  Gaul, 
and  excited  the  contempt,  or  abhorrence,  of  its  peaceful  and  poliihed 
inhabitants.  With  that  confcious  pride  which  the  pre-eminence  of 
knowledge  and  luxury  feldom  fails  to  infpire,  they  derided  the  henry 
and  gigantic  favages  of  the  North  ;  their  ruilic  manners,  diflbnant 
ioy,  voracious  appetite,  and  their  horrid  appearance,  equally  dif- 
gufting  to  the  fight  and  to  the  fmell.  The  liberal  ftudies  were  ftill 
cultivated  in  the  fchools  of  Autun  and  Bordeaux ;  and  the  language 
of  Cicero  and  Virgil  was  familiar  to  the  Gallic  youth.  Their  ears 
were  aftoniihed  by  the  harih  and  unknown  founds  of  the  Germanic 
dialedt,  and  they  ingenioufly  lamented  that  the  trembling  mufes  fled 
from  the  harmony  of  a  Burgundian  lyre.  The  Gauls  were  endowed 
with  all  the  advantages  of  art  and  nature ;  but  as  they  wanted  cou- 

'  Eadem  femper  caufa  Germanis  tranfcen-     lum  vofque  ipfos  poffiderent Nam  piilfis 

dendi  in   Gallias   libido  atque   avaritia:   et    Romanis  quid  aliud  quam  bella  omnium  ia- 
mutands  fedis  amor;    ut  reliilis  paludibus     ter  le  gentium  exfiftent? 
et  lblitiid>nibus  fuis,  fecundilumum  lioc  fo- 
rage 
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rage  to  defend  them,  they  were  juftly  condemned  to  obey,  and  even 
to  flatter,  the  vldorious  Barbarians,  by  whofe  clemency  they  held 
their  precarious  fortunes  and  their  lives  *. 

As  foon  as  Odoacer  had  extinguiihed  the  Weftern  empire,  he 
fought  the  friendihip  of  the  moft  powerful  of  the  Barbarians.  The 
new  fovereign  of  Italy  refigned  to  Euric,  king  of  the  Vifigoths,  al> 
the  Roman  conquefts  beyond  the  Alps,  as  far  as  the  Rhine  and  the 
Ocean ' :  and  the  fenate  might  confirm  this  liberal  gift  wuth  fome 
oftentation  of  power,  and  without  any  real  lofs  of  revenue  or  domi- 
nion. The  lawful  pretenfions  of  Euric  were  juftified  by  ambition 
and  fuccefs ;  and  the  Gothic  nation  might  afpire,  under  his  com- 
mand, to  the  monarchy  of  Spain  and  Gaul.  Aries  and  Marfeilles 
furrendered  to  his  arms  :  he  oppreiTed  the  freedom  of  Auvergne ; 
and  the  biihop  condefcended  to  purchafe  his  recal  from  exile  by  a 
tribute  of  juft,  but  reludant,  praife.  Sidonius  waited  before  the. 
gates  of  the  palace  among  a  crowd  of  ambaifadors  and  fuppliants  j 
and  their  various  bufmefs  at  the  court  of  Bordeaux  attefted  the 
power,  and  the  renown,  of  the  king  of  the  Vifigoths.  The  Heruli 
of  the  diftant  ocean,  who  painted  their  naked  bodies,  with  its  cscru- 
lean  colour,  implored  his  protection ;  and  the  Saxons  refpefted  the 
maritime  provinces  of  a  prince,  who  was  deftitute  of  any  naval  force^ 
The  tall  Burgundians  fubmitted  to  his  authority ;  nor  did  he  reftore 
the  captive  Franks,  till  he  had  impofed  on  that  fierce  nation  the 
terms  of  an  unequal  peace.  The  Vandals  of  Africa  cultivated  his 
ufeful  friendihip  ;  and  the  Oftrogoths  of  Pannonia  were  fupported  by 
his  powerful  aid  againft  the  oppreiTion  of  the  neighbouring  Huns» 
The  North  (fuch  are  the  lofty  ftrains  of  the  poet)  was  agitated,  or 

*  Sidonius  Apollinaris  ridicules,  with  af-  Grotius  inclines  me  to  believe,  that  he  has 

feiled  wit  and  pleafantry,  the  hardihips  of  not  Cuhiikuted  the  R/jitie  for  the  Riione  {Hh\. 

his  fituation  (Carm.  xii.  in  torn.  i.  p.  8n.).  Gothorum,  p.  J75.)  without    the  authority 

'    See  Procopius  de  Cell.  Gothico,    1.  i.  of  fome  MS. 


J  2.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  31.     Tlie  charafler  of 
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appeafed,  by  the  nod  of  Euric ;    the  great  king  of  Perfia  cbnfulted    ^  Η  A  P. 

the  oracle  of  the  Weft ;    and  the  aged  god  of  tlie  Tyber  was  pro-    » , '■' 

teded  by  the  fwelling  genius  of  the  Garonne  *.  The  fortune  of  na- 
tions has  often  depended  on  accidents ;  and  France  may  afcribe  her 
greatnefs  to  the  premature  death  of  the  Gothic  king,  at  a  time  when 
his  fon  Alaric  was  an  helplefs  infant,  and  his  adverfary  Clovis '  ά\ι 
ambitious  and  vaUant  youth. 

While  Childeric,  the  father  of  Clovis,  lived  an  exile  in  Germany,  Clovis,  king 
he  was   hofpitably  entertained    by  the   queen,    as  well   as   by  the   Franks, 
king,   of  the   Thuringians.      After  his   reftoration,    Bafma  efcaped  ^i^' ^^^~ 
from  her  hufoand's  bed  to  the  arms  of  her  lover ;    freely  declaring, 
that  if  fhe  had  known  a  man  wifer,  ftronger,  or  more  beautiful,  than 
Childeric,  that  man  fhould  have  been  the  object  of  her  preference  *. 
Clovis  was  the  offspring  of  this  voluntary  union  ;  and,  when  he  was 
no  more  than  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  fucceeded,  by  his  father's  death, 
to  the  command  of  the  Salian  tribe.     The  narrow  limits  of  his  king- 
dom °  were  confined  to  the  ifland  of  the  Batavians,  with  the  ancient 
diocefes  of  Tournay  and  Arras  '° ;  and  at  the  baptifm  of  Clovis,  the 
number  of  his  warriors  could  not  exceed  five  thoufand.     The  kin- 
dred tribes  of  the  Franks,  who  had  feated  themfelves  along  the  Belgic 
rivers,  the  Scheld,  the  Meufe,  the  Mofelle,    and  the  Rhine,  were 

*  Sidonius,  I.  vlii.   epill.  3.  9.  in  torn.  i.  not  wiHi  to  defame  the  mother  of  the  firll 

p.  800.     Jornandcs  (de  Rebus  Geticis,  c.  47.  Chriftian  king. 

ρΓ68ο.)  juftifies,  in  fome  meafure,  this  por-  '    The   Abbe  Dubos    (Hilt.  Critique  de 

trait  of  the  Gothic  hero.  rEtabliffement   de  la  Monarchic  Fran9oife 

'  I  life  the  famiiiar  appellation  of  Clo'vis,  dans  les  Gaules,  torn.  i.  p.  630—650.)   has 

from  the  Latin  Chlodo'vechiu,  or  Chlodo'ViCus.  the  merit  of  defining  the  primitive  kingdom 

But  the  Cb  exprefles  only  the  German  afpi-  of  Clovis,  and  of  afcertaining  the  genuine 

ration;    and  the  true  name  is  not  different  number  of  his  fubjedls. 

from  Luduin,  or  Le^wis  (Mem.  de  I'Academie  '^  Ecclefiam  incultam  ac  negligentia  ci• 

deslnfcriptions,  tom.  XX.  p.  6S.).  vium    Paganorum    pra;termiflam,     vepriam 

»  Greg.  Turon.    1.  ii.    c.  12.    in  tom.   i.  denfitate   oppletarr.,    &c.     Vit.   St.  Vedafti, 

p.  168.     Bafina  fpeaks  the  language  of  Na-  in  torn.  iii.   p.  372.     This  defcription  fup- 

ture  :   the  Franks,  who  had  feen  her  in  their  pofes  that  Arrae  was  poflTefled  by  the  Pagans, 

youth,    might   converfe  with   Gregory,    in  niajiy  ye?,rs  before  the  baptifm  of  Clovis. 
their  old  age  ;  and  the  bilhop  of  Tours  could 


governed 
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CHAP,    governed  by  their  independent  kings,  of  the  Merovingian  race ;  the 

XXX  V IJI. 

v^-^- — '  equals,  the  allies,  and  Ibmetimes  the  enemies,  of  the  SaUc  prince. 
But  the  Germans,  who  obeyed,  in  peace,  the  hereditary  jurifdidion 
of  their  chiefs,  were  free  to  follow  the  ftandard  of  a  popular  and 
vidorious  general ;  and  the  fuperior  merit  of  Clovis  attracted  the 
refpe£l  and  allegiance  of  the  national  confederacy.  When  he  firft 
took  the  field,  he  had  neither  gold  and  filver  in  his  cgffers,  nor  wine 
and  corn  in  his  magazines  "  :  but  he  imitated  the  example  of  Cxfar, 
who,  in  the  fame  country,  had  acquired  wealth  by  the  fword,  and 
purchafed  foldiers  with  the  fruits  of  conqueft.  After  each  fuccefsful 
battle  or  expedition,  the  fpoils  were  accumulated  in  one  common 
ipafs  ;  every  warrior  received  his  proportionable  ihare,  and  the  royal 
prerogative  fubmitted  to  the  equal  regulations  of  military  law.  The 
untamed  fpirit  of  the  Barbarians  was  taught  to  acknowledge  the  ad- 
vantages of  regular  difcipline  '\  At  the  annual  review  of  the  month, 
of  March,  their  arms  were  diligently  infpeded ;  and  when  they  tra- 
verfed  a  peaceful  territory,  they  were  prohibited  from  touching  Λ 
blade  of  graft.  The  juftice  of  Clovis  was  inexorable  ;  and  his  care- 
lefs  or  difobedient  foldiers  were  punilhed  with  inftant  death.  It 
would  be  fuperfluous  to  praife  the  valour  of  a  Frank  :  but  the  valour 
of  Clovis  was  diredled  by  cool  and  confummate  prudence  '^  In  all 
his  tranfadions  with  mankind,  he  calculated  the  weight  of  intereft,. 
of  paiTion,  and  of  opinion  ;  and  his  meafures  were  fometimes  adapted 
to  the  fanguinary  manners  of  the  Germans,  and  fometimes  moderated 
by  the  milder  genius  of  Rome,  and  Chriilianity.     He  was  inter- 

"'  Gregory  of  Tours  (I.  v.  c.  i .  in  torn.  ii.  power  and  the  charailer  of  Clovis.  As  α- 
ρ. 232.)  contrails  the  poverty  of  Clovis  with  point  of  controverfy,  it  has  been  ftrangely 
the  wealth  of  his  grandfons.  Yet  Remigius  tortured  by  Eouiainvillierf,  Dubos,  and  the^ 
(in  torn.  iv.  p.  52.)  mentions  his  paternal  other  political  antiquarians. 
opes,  as  fufficient  for  the  redemption  of  cap-  "  The  duke  of  Nivernois,  .1  noble  ftatef- 
tives.                                                             .  man,  \\hoha$  managed  weighty  and  delicate 

"    See   Gregory    (1.  ii.     c.  27.    37.    in  negociations,  ingeniouflyilhiftrates  (Mem.de 

torn.  ii.    p.  175.    181,  i8z.).     The  famou»  I'Acad.  des  Infcriptions,  torn.  xx.  p.  147— • 

ftory  of  the  vafe  of  Sbiifons  explains  both  the  184.)  the  political  fyftem  of  Clovis. 

9  '  cepted 
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ceptcd  in  the  career  of  victory,  fince  he  died  in  the  forty-fifth  year  ^3ίΛ.Τ• 
of  his  age  :  but  he  had  already  accompliihed,  in  a  reign  of  thirty  > — -v-— ' 
years,  the  eftabiilhment  of  the  French  monarchy  in  Gaul. 

The  firft  exploit  of  Clovis  was  the  defeat  of  Syaerrius,  the  fon   ^"  ""''^"^"ν 

■'    °          '  over  Sya- 

of  TEgidius  ;  and  the  public  quarrel  might,  on  this  occafion,  be  in-  g"us, 
flamed  by  private  refentment.  The  glory  of  the  father  ftill  infulted 
the  Merovingian  race  ;  the  power  of  the  fon  might  excite  the  jealous 
ambition  of  the  king  of  the  Franks.  Syagrius  inherited,  as  a  patri- 
monial eftate,  the  city  and  diocefe  of  Soiffons  :  the  defolate  remnant 
of  the  fecond  Belgic,  Rheims  and  Troyes,  Beauvais  and  Amiens, 
would  naturally  fubmit  to  the  count  or  patrician  '* ;  and  after  the 
diiTolution  of  the  Weftern  empire,  he  might  reign  with  the  title,  or 
at  leaft  with  the  authority,  of  king  of  the  Romans".  As  a  Roman, 
he  had  been  educated  in  the  liberal  ftudies  of  rhetoric  and  jurifpru- 
dence  ;  but  he  was  engaged  by  accident  and  policy  in  the  fami- 
liar ufe  of  the  Germanic  idiom.  The  independent  Barbarians 
reforted  to  the  tribunal  of  a  ftranger,  who  poflefled  the  fmgular 
talent  of  explaining,  in  their  native  tongue,  the  didlates  of  reafon 
and  equity.  The  diligence  and  aiFability  of  their  judge  rendered 
him  popular,  the  impartial  wifdom  of  his  decrees  obtained  their  vo- 
luntary obedience,  and  the  reign  of  Syagrius  over  the  Franks  and 
Burgundians,  feemed  to  revive  the  original  inftitution  of  civil  fo- 
ciety  '\     In  the  midft  of  thefe  peaceful  occupations,  Syagrius  rc- 

'♦  M.  Biet  (in  a  DiiTertation  which  de-     Patricius  for  the  incredible  title  of  Rex  Re- 
ferved  the  prize  of  the  Academy  of  SoiiTons, 


p.    178  —  226.)   has    accurately  defined    the  "^   Sidonius  (1.  v.  epift.   5.  in  torn.  i.   p. 

nature  and  extent  of  the  kingdom  of  Sya-  794.),  who  ftiles  him   the  Solon,  the  Am- 

grius,  and   his  father;     but  he  too  readily  phion,  of  the  Barbarians,  addreflcs  this  ima- 

allows  the  flight  evidence  of  Dubos  (torn.  ii.  ginary   king  in   the   tone  of  friendfliip  and 

p.  54— S7•)   to  deprive  him  of  Beauvais  and  equality.     From  fuch  offices  of  arbitration, 

Amiens.  the  crafty  Dejoces  had  raifed  himfelf  to  the 

"  I  may  obferve  that  Fredegarius,  in  his  throne  of  the  Medes  (Herodot.  1.  i.  c.  96 — 

Epitome  of  Gregory  of  Tours  (torn.  ii.  p.  100.). 
398.),  has  prudently  fubftituted  the  name  of 

Vol.  III.  4  C                              celved, 
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C  Η  A  Γ.    celved,  and   boldly  accepted,  the  hoftile   defiance   of  Clovis ;  who 
XXXVIII.  '  .....  . 

v_  — , 1    challenged   his  rival,  in  the  fpirit,  and   alinoft  in  the  language,  of 

chivalry,  to  appoint  the  day,  and  the  field  ",  of  battle.  In  the  time 
of  Csefar,  Soiflbns  would  have  poured  forth  a  body  of  fifty  thoufand 
horfe  ;  and  fuch  an  army  might  have  been  plentifully  fupplied  with 
ihields,  cuirafles,  and  military  engines,  from  the  three  arfenals,  or 
manufactures,  of  the  city  '^  But  the  courage  and  numbers  of  the 
Gallic  youth  were  long  fince  cxhaufted ;  and  the  loofe  bands  of  vo- 
lunteers, or  mercenaries,  who  marched  under  the  ftandard  of  Sya- 
grius,  were  incapable  of  contending  with  the  national  valour  of  the 
Franks-  It  would  be  ungenerous,  without  feme  more  accurate 
knowledge  of  his  ftrength  and  refources,  to  condemn  the  rapid 
flight  of  Syagrius,  who  efcaped,  after  the  lofs  of  a  battle,  to  the 
diftant  court  of  Thouloufe.  The  feeble  minority  of  Alai'ic  could 
not  aflift,  or  protedl,  an  unfortunate  fugitive ;  the  pufillanimous " 
Goths  were  intimidated  by  the  menaces  of  Clovis  ;  and  the  Roman 
khig,  after  a  fhort  confinement,  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
executioner.  The  Belgic  cities  Surrendered  to  the  king  of  the 
Franks  ;  and  his  dominions  were  enlarged  towards  the  Eaft  by  the 
ample  diocefe  of  Tongres  ^",  which  Clovis  fubdued  in  the  tenth  year 
of  his  reign. 

"  Campum  fibi  prxparari  juffit.     M.  Biet  "  The  epithet   muft   be  confined   to   the 

(p.  226 — 251.)  has  diligently  afcertained  this  circumllances ;  and  hiftory  cannot  juliify  the 

£eld  of   battle,    at    Nogent,    a    Benedictine  French  prejudice  of  Gregory  (I.  ii.  c.  27.   in 

abbey,  about  ten  miles  to  the  north  of  Soif-  torn.  ii.  p.  175•),  ut  Gothorum  paveie  mor 

fons.     The  ground  was   marked  by  a  circle  eft. 

of  Pagan  fepulchres ;    and   Clovis   bellowed  "  Diibos  has  fatisfied  me  (torn.  i.  p.  2-7  — 

the  adjacent  lands  of  LeuiUy  and  Coucy  on  286.)  that  Gregory  of  Tours,  his  tranfcribers 

the  church  of  Rhcims.  or  his  readers,   have  repeatedly  confojnded 

'^  See  Cxfar.  Comment,  de  Bell.    Gallic,  the  German  kingdom  of  Thiiringia,  beyond 

ii.   4.  in  torn.   i.  p.   220.  and  the    Notitia.-,  the  Rhine,  and   the  Gallic  city  of  Tongria, 

torn.  i.  p.  126.     The  t\\ree  FabrUa;  of  Soif-  on  the  Meufe,  which  was  more  anciently  the 

fons  were,    Scutaria,  Bnlijlai-ia,  and    Clinn-  country  of  the  Eburones^  and  more  recently 

baria.   The  laft  fupplied  the  complete  afmour  the  diocefe  of  Liege. 
of  the  heavy  cuirafficrs. 

The 
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The  name  of  the  Alemanni  has  been  abfurdly  derived  from  their 
Imaginary  fettlement  on  the  banks  of  the  Lenian  lake  ".  That  fortunate 
diftria,  from  the  lake  to  Avenche,  and  Mount  Jura,  was  occupied  by 
the  Burgundians  ".  The  northern  parts  of  Helvetia  had  indeed  been 
fubdued  by  the  ferocious  Alemanni,  who  deftroyed  with  their  own 
hands  the  fruits  of  their  conqueft.  A  province,  improved  and  adorned 
by  the  arts  of  Rome,  was  again  reduced  to  a  favage  wildernefs  ;  and 
fome  veftige  of  the  ftately  Vindoniffa  may  ftill  be  difcovered  in  the 
fertile  and  populous  valley  of  the  Aar '''.  From  the  fource  of  the 
Rhine,  to  its  conflux  with  the  Mein  and  the  Moielle,  the  formidable 
fwarms  of  the  Alemanni  commanded  either  fide  of  the  river,  by 
the  right  of  ancient  poileiTion,  or  recent  vidlory.  They  haxl  fpread 
themfelves  into  Gaul,  over  the  modern  provinces  of  Alface  and  Lor- 
raine ;  and  their  bold  invafion  of  the  kingdom  of  Cologne  fummoned 
the  Salic  prince  to  the  defence  of  his  Ripuarian  allies.  Clovis  en- 
countered the  invaders  of  Gaul  in  the  plain  of  Tolbiac,  about 
twenty-four  miles  from  Cologne  ;  and  the  two  fierceft  nations  of 
Germany  Avere  mutually  animated  by  the  memory  of  part  exploits, 
and  the  profped  of  future  greatnefs.  The  Franks,  after  an  obftinate 
ftruggle,  gave  way ;  and  the  Alemanni,  raifmg  a  ihout  of  vidtory, 
impetuoufly  preifed  their  retreat.     But  the   battle  was  reftored  by 

"'  Populi   habitantes  juxta  Lemannum  la-  and  are  ftill  difcriminated,  in  modern  Swit- 

cum,  Alemanni  dicuntur.    Servius,  ad  Virgil,  zerland,  by  the  ufe  of  the  German,  or  French, 

Georgic.  iv.  278.     Dom  Bouquet    (torn.  i.  language. 

p.  817.)  has  only  alleged  the  more  recent  and         ^'  See  Guilliman.   de  Rebus  Helveticis,  J. 

corrupt  text  of  Ifidore  of  Seville.  i.c.3.  p.  11,   12.     Within  the  ancient  walls 

^^  Gregory  of  Tours  fends  St.  Lupicinus  of  VindoniiTa,  the  caftle  of  Hablhurgh,  the 

inter  ilia  Jurcnfis  deferti  fecreta,  quae,  inter  abbey  of  Kcnigsfield,  and  the  town  of  Bruck, 

Burgundiam  Alamanniamque  fita,   Aventica:  have    fucceifively    arifen.     The  philofophic 

adjacent  civitati,  in  torn.  i.   p.  64S.     M.  de  traveller  may    compare   the    monuments   of 

Watteville  (Hift.  de  la  Confideration  Helve"-  Roman   conqueft,  of  feudal  or  Auftrian  ty- 

tique,  torn.  i.  p.  9,  10.)  has  accurately  de-  ranny,  of  monkiih  luperftition,  and  of  in- 

ftn.d  the  Helvetian  limits   of  the  dutchy  of  duftrious    freedom.     If  he   be    truly  a    phi- 

Alemannia,  and  the  Tranjurane  Burgundy,  lofopher,    he  will   applaud    the    merit   and 

They  were  commenfurate  with   the  diocefes  happinefs  of  his  own  times. 
ef  Conftance  and   Avcnchc,    or   Laufanne, 

4  C  2  the 
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Converfion 
of  Clovis. 
A.  D.  49O. 


the  valour,  the  conduft,  and  perhaps  by  the  piety,  of  Clovis ;  and  the 
event  of  the  bloody  day  decided  for  ever  the  alternative  of  empire 
or  fervitude.  The  laft  king  of  the  Alemanni  was  flain  in  the  field, 
and  his  people  was  flaughtered  and  purfued,  till  they  threw  down 
their  arms,  and  yielded  to  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror.  Without 
difcipline  it  was  impoifible  for  them  to  rally ;  they  had  contemp,- 
tuoufly  demolifhed  the  walls  and  fortifications  which  might  have 
protedled  their  diftrefs  ;  and  they  were  followed  into  the  heart  of 
their  forefts,  by  an  enemy,  not  lefs  adive,  or  intrepid,  than  them- 
felves.  The  great  Theodoric  congratulated  the  vidtory  of  Clovis, 
whofe  fifter  Albofleda  the  king  of  Italy  had  lately  married ;  but  he 
mildly  interceded  with  his  brother  in  favour  of  the  fuppliants  and 
fugitives,  who  had  implored  his  protedlion.  The  Gallic  territories, 
which  were  poflelTed  by  the  Alemanni,  became  the  prize  of  their 
conqueror ;  and  the  haughty  nation,  invincible,  or  rebellious, 
to  the  arms  of  Rome,  acknowledged  the  fovereignty  of  the  Me- 
rovingian kings,  who  gracioufly  permitted  them  to  enjoy  their  pe- 
culiar manners  and  inftitutions,  under  the  government  of  official, 
and,  at  length,  of  hereditary,  dukes.  After  the  conqueft  of 
the  Weftern  provinces,  the  Franks  alone  maintained  their  ancient 
habitations  beyond  the  Rhine.  They  gradually  fubdued,  and  civil- 
ifed,  the  exhauited  countries,  as  far  as  the  Elbe,  and  the  mountains 
of  Bohemia ;  and  the  peace  of  Europe  was  fecured  by  the  obe- 
dience of  Germany '"", 

Till  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age,  Clovis  continued  to  worihip  ths 
gods  of  his  anceilors".     His  difbelief,  or  rather  difregard,  of  Chril- 

tianitv. 


**  Gregory  of  Tours  (1.  ii.  30.  37.  in  torn. 
ii.  p.  176,  177.  182.),  the  Gefta  Francorum 
(in  torn.  ii.  p.  S5i.)>  ^^^  the  epiftle  of  Theo- 
doric (Caffiodor.  Variar.  1.  ii.  c.  41.  in  torn, 
iv.  p.  4.),  reprefent  the  defeat  of  the  Ale- 
manni. Some  of  their  tribes  fettled  in  Rha;- 
tia,  under  the  protedtion  of  Theodoric ;  whofe 
focceffors  ceded  the  colony  and  thiir  country 


to  the  grandfon  of  Clovis.  The  ftate  of  the 
Alemanni  under  the  Merovingian  kings,  may 
be  feen  in  Mafcou  (Hift.  of  the  Ancient 
Germans,  xi.  8,  &c.  Annotation  xxxvi.)  and 
Guilliman  (de  Reb.  Helvet.  1.  ii.  c.  10  —  12. 
p.  72— 80.). 

**  Clotilda,  or  rather  Gregory,  fuppofes 

that  Clovis  worlhipped  the  gods  of  Greece 

iuid 
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tianity,  might  encourage  him  to  pillage  with  lefs  remorfe  the  churches    ^^vvf^.f; 

XXX  V  ill•- 

of  an   hoftile  territory  :  but  his  fubjefts  of  Gaul   enjoyed   the  free    ' ' 

exercife  of  religious  worihip  ;  and  the  biihops  entertained  a  more  fa- 
vourable hope  of  the  idolater,  than  of  the  heretics.  The  Merovingian 
prince  had  contradled  a  fortunate  alliance  with  the  fair  Clotilda,  the 
niece  of  the  king  of  Burgundy,  who,  in  the  midft  of  an  Arian 
court,  was  educated  in  the  profeffion  of  the  Catholic  faith.  It  was 
her  intereft,  as  well  as  her  duty,  to  at'chieve  the  converfion  '^*  of  a 
Pagan  hufband ;  and  Clovis  infenfibly  liftened  to  the  voice  of  love 
and  religion.  He  confented,  (perhaps  fuch  terms  had  been  previoufly 
ftipulated)  to  the  baptifm  of  his  eldeft  fon ;  and  though  the  fudden 
death  of  the  infant  excited  fome  fuperftitious  fears,  he  was  perfuaded, 
a  fecond  time,  to  repeat  the  dangerous  experiment.  In  the  diftrefs 
of  the  battle  of  Tolbiac,  Clovis  loudly  invoked  the  god  of  Clotilda 
and  the  Chriftians  ;  and  vidory  difpofed  him  to  hear,  with  refpedtful 
gratitude,  the  eloquent  *'  Remigius  ",  biihop  of  Rheims,  who  forcibly 
difplayed  the  temporal  and  fpiritual  advantages  of  his  converfion. 
The  king  declared  hirafelf  fatisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  Catholic 
faith  ;  and  the  political  reaibns   which  might   have   fufpended  his• 

and  Rome.     The  fail  is  incredible,  and  the  mations  from  the  fecretary  or  bookfeller  of 

miftake  only  Ihews  how  completely,  in   lefs  the  modeft  archbifhop   (Sidonius  Apollinar. 

than  a  century,  the  naiional  religion  of  the  1.  ix.  epift.  7.)•     Four  epiftles  of  Remigius» 

Franks   had  been   abolifiied,   and  even    for-  which  are  ftill  extant  (in  torn.  iv.  p.  51,  52, 

gotten.  53.)'  "^o  "ot  correfpond  with  the  fplendid 

^*  Gregory  of  Tours  relates  the  marriage  praife  of  Sidonius. 
and  conveifion  of  Clovis  (1.  ii.  c.  28  —  31.  in  ^^  Hincmar,  one  of  the  fucceiTors  of  Re- 
turn, ii.  p.  175—778.).  Even  Fredegarius,  migius  (A.  D.  845— 882.),  has  compofed  his 
cr  the  namelefs  Epitomizer  (in  torn.  ii.  p.  life  (in  torn.  iii.  p.  373  — 380.).  The  autho- 
358  — 4C0.),  the  author  of  the  Gefta  Fran-  rity  of  ancient  MSS.  of  the  church  of  Rheims 
corum(in  tom.ii.  p.  548 — 552.),  andAimoin  might  infpire  fome  confidence,  which  is  de- 
himfelf  (l.i.  c.  13.  in  torn.  iii.  p.  37—40.),  ftroyed,  however,  by  the  felfifh  and  audacious 
may  be  heard  without  difdain.  Tradition  fiilions  of  Hincmar.  It  is  remarkable  enough, 
might  long  preferve  fome  curious  circum-  that  Remigius,  who  was  confecrated  at  the 
llances  of  thefe  important  tranfaftions.  age  of  twenty-two  (A.  D.  457.),  filled  the 

""  A  traveller,  who  returned  from  Rheims  epifcopal  chair  feventy- four  years  (Pagi  Cri- 

Lo  Auvergne,  hadftolen  acopy  of  his  Deda-  tica,  in.  Baron,  torn.  ii.  p.  384.  572.), 

public 
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CHAP,    pvibllc  profefi^on,  were  removed  by  the  devout  or  loyal  acclamations 
V   '  .  of  the  Franks,  who  ihewed  themfelves  alike  prepared  to  follow  their 

heroic  leader,  to  the  field  of  battle,  or  to  the  baptilmal  font.  The 
important  ceremony  was  performed  in  the  cathedral  of  Rheims, 
with  every  circumftance  of  magnificence  and  folcmnity,  that  could 
imprefs  an  awful  fenfe  of  religion  on  the  minds  of  its  rude  profe- 
lytes  ^'.  The  new  Conftantine  was  immediately  baptifed,  with  three 
thoufand  of  his  warlike  fubjedts  ;  and  their  example  was  imitated 
by,  the  remainder  of  xhe.  goiilc  Barbarians^  who,  in  obedience  to  the 
vidorious  prelate,  adored  the  crofs  which  they  had  bm-nt,  and  burnt 
the  idols  which  they  had  formerly  adored  '°.  The  mind  of  Clovis 
was  fufceptible  of  tranfient  fervour :  he  was  exafperated  by  the  pa- 
thetic tale  of  the  paflion  and  death  of  Chrifi:;  and,  inftead  of  weighing 
the  falutary  confequences  of  that  myfterious  facrifice,  he  exclaimed 
with  indifcreet  fury,  "  Had  1  been  prefent  at  the  head  of  my  valiant 
"  Franks,  I  would  have  revenged  his  injuries  '"."  But  the  favage 
conqueror  of  Gaul  was  incapable  of  examining  the  proofs  of  a  reli- 
gion, which  depends  on  the  laborious  inveftigation  of  hiftoric  evi- 
dence, and  fpeculative  theology.  He  was  ftill  more  incapable  of 
feeling  the  mild  influence  of  the  gofpel,  which  perfuades  and  puri- 
fies the  heart  of  a  genuine  convert.  His  ambitious  reign  was  a 
perpetual  violation  of  moral  and  Chriftian  duties ;  his  hands  were 

^'  A*ial  {U\t  Saint e  Ampoulh)  oi\\a\y,  ox  ''  Mitis  depone   colla,    Sicamber:  adora 

rather  celelHal,  oil,  was  brought  down  by  a  quod  iticendifti,  incende  quod  adorafti.  Greg, 

white  dove,   for  the  baptifm  of  Clovis ;  and  Turon.  I.  ii.  c.  31.  in  torn.  ii.  p".  177. 

it  is  ftill   ufed,  and  renewed,  in  the  corona-  ^'   Si  ego  ibidem  cum  Francis  meis  fuiflem, 

,                            tion  of  the  kings  of  France.     Hincmar  (he  injurias  ejus  vindicaflem.     This  raih  exprcf- 

afpired  to  the  primacy  of  Gaul)  is  the  firft  iion,  which  Gregory  has  prudently  concealed, 

author  of  this   fable  (in   tom.  iii.  p.   377•)  is  celebrated  by  Fredegarius  (Epitom.  c.  21. 

whofc  flight  foundations  the  Abbe  de  Vertot  in  tom.  ii.  p.  400.),  Aimoin  (1.  i.  c.   16.  in 

(Memoircs  de  I'Academie  des  Infcriptions,  tom.  iii.  p.  40.),  and  the  Chroniques  de  St. 

tom.  ii.  p.  619  —  633.)  has  undermined,  with  Denys  (I.  i.   c.  20.  in   tom.  iii.  p.  171.),  as 

profound    refj'cil,    and  confumniate   dexte-  an  admirable  efFufion  of  Chriftian  zeal, 
ricy. 

*.  ftained 
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ilained  with   blood,  in  peace  as  well  as   in   war  ;    and,  as  foon   as    CHAP. 

,          :  .  XXXVIII. 

Clovis  had  diimilled  a  iynud  of  the  Gallican  church,  he  calmly  af-    > ~, > 

laiTmated  all  the  princes  of  the  Merovingian  race  ".  Yet  the  king 
of  the  Franks  might  fmcerely  worihip  the  Chriftian  God,  as  a  Being 
more  excellent  and  powerful  than  his  national  deities ;  and  the 
fignal  deliverance  and  viilory  of  Tolhiac  encouraged  Clovis  to 
confide  in  the  future  proteftion  of  the  Lord  of  Hofts.  Martin,  the 
moil  popular  of  the  faints,  had  filled  the  Weftern  world  with  the 
fame  of  thofe  miracles,  which  were  inceifantly  performed  at  his  holy 
fepiilchre  of  Tours.  His  vifible  or  invifible  aid  promoted  the  caufe 
of  a  liberal  and  orthodox  prince  ;  and  the  profane  remark  of  Clovis 
himfelf,  that  St.  Martin  was  an  expenfive  friend  ",  need  not  be  in- 
terpreted as  the  fymptom  of  any  permanent,  or  rational,  fcepticifm. 
But  earth,  as  well  as  heaven,  rejoiced  in  the  converfion  of  the 
Franks.  On  the  memorable  day,  when  Clovis  afcended  from  the 
baptifinal  font,  he  alone,  in  the  Chriftian  world,  deferved  the  name 
and  prerogatives  of  a  Catholic  king.  The  emperor  Anaftafius  en- 
tertained fome  dangerous  errors  concerning  the  nature  of  the  divine 
incarnation;  and  the  Barbarians  of  Italy,  Africa,  Spain,  and  Gaul 
were  involved  in  the  Arian  herefy.  The  eldeft,  or  rather  the  only, 
fon  of  the  church,  was  acknowledged  by  the  clergy  as  their  lawful 
fovereign,  or  glorious  deliverer ;  and  the  arms  of  Clovis  were  ftre- 
nuoufly  fupported  by  the  zeal  and  fivour  of  the  Catholic  fac- 
tion '*. 

'^  Gregory,  (1.  ii.  c.  40  — 43.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  till    the   price  of  his   redemption  had  been 

183  — 185.)  after  coolly  relating  the  repeated  doubled.     This /ΛΟ-Λί-/ί  provoked  the  king  to• 

crimes,  and  afteiled  remorfe,  of  Clovis,  coa-  exclaim,  Vere  B.  Martinusell  bonus  in  auxi- 

cludes,  perhaps  undefignedly,  with  a  leiTon,  lio,  fed  carus  in  negotio  (Gefta  Francoruin^ 

which  ambition  will  never  hear;  "  His  ita  in  tom.  ii.  p.  554,  555•)• 
«'  tranfaftis  .  .  .  obiit."  ^*  See  the  epiftle  from  pope  Anaftafius  to 

^'  After  the  Gothic  viftory,  Clovis  made  the  royal  convert  (in  tom.  iv.  p.  50,  51.). 

rich  offerings  to  St.  Martin  of  Tours.     He  Avitus,  biihop  of  Vienna,  addreffed   Clovis 

wiihed   to  redeem   his  war-horfe   by  the  gift  on  the  fame  fubjed  (p.   49.)  ;  and  mariy  of 

of  one  hundred  pieces  of  gold  ;   but  the  en-  the  Latin  biihops  would  afliire  him  of  their  joy 

chanted  fteed  could  not  move  from  the  liable  and  attachment. 
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C  Η  A  P. 
XXXVlIt. 

Siibmiflion 
of  the  Armo- 
iicans  and 
the  Roman 
troops, 
A.  D.  497. 
A:c. 


Under  the  Roman  empire,  the  wealth  and  jurifdiition  of  the 
bhhops,  their  facred  charadler,  and  perpetual  office,  their  numerous 
dependents,  popular  eloquence,  and  provincial  aflemblies,  had  ren- 
dered them  always  refpeilable,  and  fometimcs  dangerous.  Their 
influence  was  augmented  with  the  progrefs  of  fuperilition,  and  the 
eftabliihment  of  the  French  monarchy  may,  in  fome  degree,  be 
afcribed  to  the  firm  alliance  of  an  hundred  prelates,  who  reigned  in 
the  ^ifcontented,  or  independent,  cities  of  Gaul.  The  flight  foun- 
dations of  the  Annor'ican  republic  had  been  repeatedly  ihaken,  or 
overthrown  ;  hut  the  fame  people  fl:ill  guarded  their  doinefl.ic  free- 
dom ;  aflerted  the  dignity  of  the  Roman  name;  and  bravely  re- 
fifted  the  predatory  inroads,  and  regular  attacks,  of  Clovis,  who 
laboured  to  extend  his  conquefl:s  from  the  Seine  to  the  Loire.  Their 
fuccefsful  oppofition  introduced  an  equal  and  honourable  union. 
The  Franks  elleemed  the  valour  of  the  Armoricans  ",  and  the  Ar- 
moricans  Λvere  reconciled  by  the  religion  of  the  Franks.  The  mi- 
litary force,  which  had  been  ftationed  for  the  defence  of  Gaul, 
confifted  of  one  hundred  different  bands  of  cavalry  or  infantry;  and 
thefe  troops,  while  they  aflTumed  the  title  and  privileges  of  Roman 
foldiers,  were  renewed  by  an  incefl!ant  fupply  of  the  Barbarian  youth. 
The  extreme  fortifications,  and  fcattered  fragments,  of  the  empire, 
were  ftill  defended  by  their  hopelefs  courage.  But  their  retreat 
was  intercepted,  and  their  communication  was  imprafticable  :  they 
were  abandoned  by  the  Greek  princes  of  Conftantinople,  and  they 
pioufly  difclaimed  all  connexion  vvith  the  Arian  ufurpers  of  Gaul. 
They  accepted,  without  ihame  or  reluctance,  the  generous  capitula- 
tion, v/hich  was  propofed  by  a  Catholic  hero  ;  and  this  fpurious,  or 


^'  Inftead  of  the  A?fi.jtxm,  an  unknown 
people,  v/ho  now  appear  in  tlie  text  of  Pioco- 
pius,  Hadrian  deValois  has  reftored  the  proper 
name  of  the  Ajfio^u^oi ;  and  this  eafy  cor- 
iciUon  has  been  almoft  univerfally  approved. 


Yet  an  unprejudiced  reader  would  naturally 
fuppofe,  that  Procopius  means  to  defcribe  a 
tribe  of  Germans  in  the  alliance  of  Rome ; 
and  not  a  confederacy  of  Gallic  cities,  which 
had  revolted  from  the  empire. 

legitimate, 
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IcgaimAte,  progeny   of  the  Roman  legions,  was  dlilinguiflied  in  the    ^  "^.^  P• 

lucceeding  age  by  their  arms,  their  enfigns,  and  their  pecuUar  drefs    * ^v '■> 

and  inftitutlons.  But  the  national  llrength  was  increafed  by  thefe 
powerful  and  voluntary  acceflions ;  and  the  neighbouring  kingdoms 
dreaded  the  numbers,  as  well  as  the  fplrit,  of  the  Franks.  The  re- 
duction of  the  Northern  provinces  of  Gaul,  inftead  of  being  de- 
cided by  the  chance  of  a  fingle  battle,  appears  to  have  been  flowly 
effeded  by  the  gradual  0];:-ation  of  war  and  treaty;  and  Clovis 
acquired  each  objeit  of  his  ainbitlon,  by  fuch  efforts,  or  fuch  con- 
ceifions,  as  Avere  adequate  to  its  real  value.  His  favage  chara£ler, 
and  the  virtues  of  Henry  IV.  fuggeft  the  nioft  oppofite  ideas  of 
human  nature :  yet  fome  refemblance  may  be  found  in  the  fituation 
of  two  princes,  who  conquered  France  by  their  valour,  their  policy, 
and  the  merits  of  a  feafonable  converfion  ^*. 

The  kingdom   of  the  Burgundians,  which  was   defined  by  the   TheBurgun- 

dian  war, 

courfe  of  two  Gallic  rivers,  the  Saone  and  the  Rlione,  extended  A.  D.  499. 
from  the  foreil  of  Vofges  to  the  Alps  and  the  fea  of  Marfeilles". 
The  fceptre  was  in  the  hands  of  Gundobald.  That  valiant  and 
ambitious  prince  had  reduced  the  number  of  royal  candidates  by  the 
death  of  two  brothers,  one  of  whom  was  the  father  of  Clotilda  ^^ ; 
but  his  imperfed  prudence  ftill  permitted  Godegefil,  the  youngeft 

^*  This  important  digreflion  of  Procopius  pcfed  to  reprefent  the  kingdom  of  Burgundy, 
(de  Bell.  Gothic.  I.  i.  c.  12.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  A.  D.  519.  (Ccncil.  Epaon.  in  torn.  iv.  p. 
20  —  36.)  illuftrates  the  origin  of  the  French  104,  105.).  Yet  I  would  except  Vindoni/la^ 
monarchy.  Yet  I  muft  obferve,  i.  That  the  The  bilhop,  who  lived  under  the  Pagan  Ale- 
Greek  hiilorian  betrays  an  inexcufable  igno-  manni,  would  naturally  refort  to  the  fynods 
ranee  of  the  geography  of  the  Weft.  2.  That  of  the  next  Chrillian  kingdom.  Mafcou  (in 
thefe  treaties  and  privileges,  which  iTiould  hii  four  firft  annotations)  has  explained  many 
leave  fonr;  lafting  traces,  are  totally  invifible  circumftances  relative  to  the  Burgundian  mo- 
in  Gregory  of  Tours,  the  Salic  laws,  &c.  narchy. 

"  Regnum  circa  Rhodanum  aut  Aranm  "  Mafcou  (Hill,  of  the  Germans,  xi.  10.). 
cumprovincia  Maflilienfiretinebant.  Greg,  who  very  reafonably  diilrufts  the  teftimony 
Turon.  1.  ii.  c.  32.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  178.  The  of  Gregory  of  Tours,  has  producei  a  palTage 
province  of  Marfeilles,  as  fiir  as  the  Durance,  from  Avitus  (epift.  v.},  to  prove  that  Gun- 
was  afterwards  ceded  to  the  Oftrogoths  :  and  dobald  afFefted  to  deplore  the  tragic  event, 
the  fignatures  of  twenty-five  bilhops  are  fup-  which  his  fubjefts  affeaed  to  applaud. 

Vol.  Hi.  4  I>  of 
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CHAP,    of  Illy  brothers,  to  pofieis  the   dependent  principaUty  of  Geneva. 

<,.-„ ',    The  Arian  monarch  waa  juftly  alarmed  by  the  latisfadtion,  and  the 

hopes,  which  feemed  to  anhnate  his  clergy  and  people,  after  the 
converfion  of  Clovis  ;  and  Gundobald  convened  at  Lyons  an  aflem- 
bly  of  his  bifliops,  to  reconcile,  if  it  were  poffible,  their  religious 
and  political  difcontents.  A  vain  conference  was  agitated  between 
the  two  fadlions.  The  Arians  upbraided  the  Catholics  with  the 
worihip  of  three  Gods:  the  Catholics  defended  their  caufe  by  theo- 
logical diftindions  ;  and  the  ufual  arguments,  objedions,  and  re- 
plies, were  reverberated  with  obftinate  clamour ;  till  the  kin^  re- 
vealed his  fecret  apprehenfions,  by  an  abrupt  but  decifxve  queftion, 
which  he  addreiTed  to  the  orthodox  biihops.  "  If  you  truly  profeis 
*'  the  Chriftian  religion,  why  do  you  not  reftrain  the  king  of 
*'  the  Franks  ?  He  has  declared  war  againil  me,  and  forms  alliances 
*'  with  my  enemies  for  my  deftrudlion.  A  fanguinary  and  covet- 
"  ous  mind  is  not  the  fymptom  of  a  fmcere  converfion  :  let  him 
"  ihew  his  faith  by  his  works."  The  anfwer  of  Avitus,  biihop  of 
Vienna,  who  fpoke  in  the  name  of  his  brethren,  was  delivered  with 
the  voice  and  countenance  of  an  angel.  "  We  are  ignorant  of  the 
"  motives  and  intentions  of  the  king  of  the  Franks :  but  we  are. 
"  taught  by  fcripture,  that  the  kingdoms  which  abandon  the  divine 
"  law,  are  frequently  fubverted ;  and  that  enemies  will  arifc  on 
"  every  fide  againft  thofe  νΛο  have  made  God  their  enemy.  Re- 
"  turn,  with  thy  people,  to  the  law  of  God,  and  he  will  give  peace 
"  and  fecurity  to  thy  dominions."  The  king  of  Burgundy,  who 
was  not  prepared  to  accept  the  condition,  which  the  Catholics  con- 
fidered  as  efTential  to  the  treaty,  delayed  and  difmifled  the  ecclefiafti- 
cul  conference ;  after  reproaching  his  biihops,  that  Clovis,  their  friend 
and  profely te,  had  privately  tempted  the  allegiance  of  liis  brother ''. 

The 

"  See  the  original  conference  (in  torn.  iv.     and  probably  the  fecretary  of  the  meetings 
p.  99—102.).    Avitus,  the  principal  aftor,     was  biHiop  of  Vienna.     A  fliort  account  of 

his 
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The  allegiance  of  his  brother  Λναβ  already  feduced  ;  and  the  obe-  CHAP, 
dience  of  Godegefil,  who  joined  the  royal  ftandard  with  the  troops  - -v— J 
of  Geneva,  more  effedually  promoted  the  fuccefs  of  the  confpiracy.  ciov°is!^  ° 
While  the  Franks  and  Burgundians  contended  with  equal  valour,  his  ^"  ^'  ^°°' 
feafonable  deiertion  decided  the  event  of  the  battle;  and  as  Gundo- 
bald  was  faintly  fupported  by  the  difaiFe£led  Gauls,  he  yielded  to  the 
arms  of  Glovis,  and  haftily  retreated  from  the  field,  which  appears 
to  have  been  fituate  between  Langres  and  Dijon.  Fie  diftrufted  the 
ftrength  of  Dijon,  a  quadrangular  fortrefs,  encompaiTed  by  two 
rivers,  and  by  a  wall  thirty  feet  high,  and  fifteen  thick,  with  four 
gates,  and  thirty-three  towers'*" :  he  abandoned  to  the  purfuit  of 
Clovis  the  important  cities  of  Lyons  and  Vienna  ;  and  Gundobald 
ftill  fled  with  precipitation,  till  he  had  reached  Avignon,  at  the 
diftance  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  field  of  battle. 
A  long  fiege,  and  an  artful  negociation,  admoniilied  the  king  of  the 
Franks  of  the  danger  and  difficulty  of  his  enterprife.  He  impofed 
a  tribute  on  the  Burgundian  prince,  compelled  him  to  pardon  and 
reΛvard  his  brother's  treachery,  and  proudly  returned  to  his  own 
dominions,  with  the  fpoils  and  captives  of  the  fouthern  provinces. 
This  fplendid  triumph  was  foon  clouded  by  the  intelligence,  that 
Gundobald  had  violated  his  recent  obligations,  and  that  the  unfor- 
tunate Godegefil,  who  was  left  at  Vienna  with  a  -garrifon  of  five 
thoufand  Franks'*',  had  been  befieged,  furprifed,  and  maflacred,  by 
his  inhuman  brother.     Such  an  outrage  might  have  exafperated  the 

his  perfon  and  works  may   be  found  in  Du-  the  dukes  of  Burgundy.   Longuerue  Defcrip- 

pin  (Bibliotheque   Ecdefuiftique,  tom.  v.  p.  tion  dc  la  France,  part  i.  p.  280. 
5  — 10.).  *'  The  Epitomizer  of  Gregory  of  Tours 

♦*  Gregory  of  Toors  (I.  iii.  c.  19.  in  tom.  (in  tom.  ii.  p.  ^01.)   has  fupplied  this  num- 

ii.  p.    197.)  indulges  his  genius,  or  rather  her  of  Franks;   but  he  raihiy  fuppofes  that 

tranfcribes    fome   more  eloquent  writer,  in  they  were  cut  in  pieces  by  Gundobald.     The 

the  defcription  of  Dijon  ;  a  callle,  which  al-  prudent  Burgundian  fpared    the   foldiers  of 

ready'defervedthe  title  of  a  city.  It  depended  Clovis,  and  fent  thefe  captives  to  the  king 

on  the  bifhops  of  Langres  till  the  twelfth  ccn-  of  the  Vifigoths,  who  fettled  them  in  the  ter- 

tury,  and  afterwards  became  the  capital  of  ritory  of  Thouloufe, 

4  I^  2  patience 
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CH  A  P.  patience  of  the  moil:  peaceful  fovereign  ;  yet  the  conqueror  of  Gaul 
^'  -,^-  J,  dilTembled  the  injury,  releafed  the  tribute,  and  accepted  the  alliance, 
and  military  lervice,  of  the  king  of  Burgundy.  Clovis  no  longer 
pofiefled  thofe  advantages  which  had  aflured  the  fuccefs  of  the  pre- 
ceding war ;  and  his  rival,  inilruiled  by  adverfity,  had  found  new 
refources  in  the  aifedions  of  his  people.  The  Gauls  or  Romans  ap- 
plauded the  mild  and  impartial  laws  of  Gundobald,  which  almoil 
railed  them  to  the  fame  level  with  their  conquerors.  The  bifliops 
were  reconciled,  and  flattered,  by  the  hopes,  which  he  artfully  fug- 
gerted,  of  his  approaching  converfion  ;  and  though  he  eluded  their 
accompliihment  to  the  laft  moment  of  his  life  ;  his  nooderatlon  fe- 
cured  the  peace,  and  fufpended  the  ruin,  of  the  kingdom  of  Bur- 
gundy ''\ 
Final  con-  I  am  impatient  to  purfue  the  final  ruin  of  that  kingdom,  which 


ell  of 


by  the  was  accompliihed  under  the  reign  of  Sigifmond,  the  fon  of  Gun- 
^ranks.  ^  dobald.  The  Catholic  Sigifmond  lias  acquired  the  honours  of  a 
faint  and  martyr  *^ ;  but  the  hands  of  the  royal  faint  were  ftained 
with  the  blood  of  his  innocent  fon,  whom  he  inhumanly  facrificed  to 
the  pride  and  refentment  of  a  ftepmothcr.  He  foon  difcovered  his 
error,  and  bewailed  the  irreparable  lofs.  While  Sigifmond  embraced 
the  corpfe  of  the  unfortunate  youth,  he  received  a  fevere  admonition 
from  one  of  his  attendants  :  "  It  is  not  his  fituation,  Ο  king!  it  is 
"  thine  which  deferves  pity  and  lamentation."  The  reproaches  of 
a-  guilty  confcience  were  alleviated,  however,  by  his  liberal  dona- 
^n3,-ltp,.lhc  monaftery  of  Agaunum,  or  St.  Maurice,  in  Vallais ; 
•     ''^'■^htfch- he  himfclf  had  founded  in  honour  of  the  imaginary  martyrs  of 

,      ^'    ♦"In  thisBiugim'dnin  war  I  have  followed  tom.  ii.   p.  126—162.)  has  diftindly  repre- 

i'      "UGfegoryef  Tours  (1.  ii.  c.  32,  33.  intom.  ii.  fenced  the  caufes  and  the  events. 

p."l'78,  179  }>  whofe  narrative  appiitrs  fo  *^  See  his  life,  or  legend  (in  tom.  iii.  p. 
incompatible  with  that  of  Procopius  (dc  Bell.  402.).  A  martyr  !  how  ilraugely  has  that 
G«th.'  1.  r.  c.  Ύ2.  iirr  torn.•  ii.  ρ  31,  %ii),-  word  been  diilorted  from  its  original  fenfe  of 
that  feme  critics  have  fuppofed  f^o  diftcrent  a  common  witnefs,  St.  Sigifmond  was  re- 
wars.  The  Abbe  Dr.bos  (ίίίΙΙ.  CriU4Uc•,  kc.  markable  for  the  cure  of  fevers. 

1  the 
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tlie  Thebican  legion  *\  A  full  chorus  of  perpetual  pialmody  was 
inftituted  by  the  pious  king;  he  affiduoufly  pradlifed  the  auftere 
devotion  of  the  monks  ;  and  it  was  his  humble  prayer,  that  heaven 
would  iniliol  in  this  world  the  punifhment  of  his  fins.  His  prayer 
was  heard:  the  avengers  were  at  hand  ;  and  the  provinces  of  Bur- 
gundy were  overwhelmed  by  an  army  of  vidorious  Franks.  After 
the  event  of  an  unfuccefsful  battle,  Sigifmond,  who  wiflied  to  pro- 
trail  his  life  that  he  might  prolong  his  pennance,  concealed  himfelf 
in  the  defert  in  a  religious  habit,  till  he  \vas  difcovered  and  betrayed 
by  his  fubjedls,  who  folicited  the  favour  of  their  new  mafters.  The 
captive  monarch,  with  his  v;rife  and  two  children,  was  tranfported  to 
Orleans,  and  buried  alive  in  a  deep  well,  by  the  ftern  commaml 
of  the  fons  of  Clovis  ;  whofe  cruelty  might  derive  feme  excufe 
from  the  maxims  and  examples  of  their  barbarous  age.  Their 
ambition,  which  urged  them  to  atchieve  the  conqueft  of  Bur- 
gundy, was  inflamed,  or  difguifed,  by  filial  piety:  and  Clotilda, 
whofe  fanftity  did  not  confift  in  the  forgivenefs  of  injuries,  preifed 
them  to  revenge  her  father's  death  on  the  family  of  his  aiTaffin. 
The  rebellious  Burgundians,  for  they  attempted  to  break  their 
•chains,  were  ftill  permitted  to  enjoy  their  national  laws  under  the 
obligation  of  tribute  and  military  fervice ;  and  the  Merovingian 
princes  peaceably  reigned  over  a  kingdom,  whofe  glory  and  great- 
nefs  had  been  firft  overthrown  by  the  arms  of  Clovis "'. 

♦*  Before  the  end  of  the  fifth  century,  the  the   carious  remarks  of  a  learned   librarian 

church'  of  St.    Maurice,    and   his  Thebxan  of  Geneva. 

legion,   had  rendered   Agaunum  a  place  of  **  Marius,   bi(hop  of  Avenche  (Chron.  in 

devout    pilgrimage.     A  promifcuous    com-  torn.  ii.   p.   15.)   has  marked  the  authentig 

munity  of  both  fexes   had  introduced   fome  dates,  and  Gregory  of  Tours  (l.iii.  c.  5,  6.  in 

deeds   of  darknefs,    which    were    aboliihed  torn.  ii.  p.  188,1  89.)  has  exprelled  the  prin- 

(A.  D.    515•)   by  the  regular  monaftery  of  cipal  fails,  of  the  life  of  Sigifmond,  and  the 

Sigifmond.     Within  fifty  years,  his  augels  0/  conqueft  of  Burgundy.     Procopius  (in  torn. 

Ught  made  a  nofturnal  fally  to  murder   their  ii.  p.  34.)  and  Agathias  (in  torn.  ii.  p.  49.) 

bilhop,  and  his  clergy.  See  in  the  Biblio-  ihew  their  remote  and  imperfeil  knowledge. 
theqoeRaifonnee  (torn,  xxxvi.  p.  435—438.) 

The 
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The  firil  viftory  of  Clovis  had  infulted  the  honour  of  the  Goths. 
They  viewed  his  rapid  progrefs  with  jealoufy  and  terror ;  and  the 
youthful  fame  of  Alaric  was  oppreffed  by  the  more  potent  genius 
of  his  rival.  Some  difputes  inevitably  arofe  on  tlie  edge  of  their 
contiguous  dominions  ;  and  after  the  delays  of  fmitlefs  negociation, 
a  perfonal  interview  of  the  two  kings  was  propofed  and  accepted. 
This  conference  of  Clovis  and  Alaric  was  held  in  a  fmall  ifland  of 
the  Loire,  near  Amboife.  They  embraced,  familiarly  converfed, 
and  feafted  together ;  and  feparated  with  the  warmeft  profeffions 
of  peace,  and  brotherly  love.  But  their  apparent  confidence  con- 
cealed a  dark  fufpicion  of  hoftile  and  treacherous  defigns ;  and  their 
mutual  complaints  folicited,  eluded,  and  difclaimed,  a  final  ai^bitra- 
tion.  At  Paris,  which  he  already  confidered  as  his  royal  feat, 
Clovis  declared  to  an  aifembly  of  the  princes  and  warriors,  the  pre- 
tence, and  the  motive,  of  a  Gothic  war.  "  It  grieves  me  to  fee  that 
"  the  Arians  ilill  poffefs  the  faireft  portion  of  Gaul.  Let  us  march 
"  againft  them  with  the  aid  of  God  ;  and,  having  vanquiihed  the 
"  heretics,  we  will  poffefs,  and  divide,  their  fertile  provinces  *'." 
The  Franks,  who  were  infpired  by  hereditary  valour  and  recent 
7.eal,  applauded  the  generous  defign  of  their  monarch ;  expreffed 
their  refolution  to  conquer  or  die,  fince  death  and  conqueft  would 
be  equally  profitable  ;  and  folemnly  protefted  that  they  ΛνουΜ  never 
ihave  their  beards,  till  vi£l:ory  fhould  abfolve  them  from  that  incon- 
venient vow.  The  enternrife  was  promoted  by  the  public,  or  pri- 
vate, exhortations  of  Clotilda.  She  reminded  her  huiband,  how 
ciie£tually  fome  pious  foundation  would  propitiate  the  Deity-,  ana 
Ills  fervants :  and  the  Chriftian  hero,  darting  his  battle-axe  with  a 
Ikilful  and  nervous  hand,  "  There  (laid  he),  on  that  ipot  where  my 

**  Gregory  of  Tours   (1.  ii.  c.  37.  in  torn,  tlior  of  the  Gefta  Francorum,  in  torn.  ii.  p. 

ji.  p.    181.)    inft-ris  the  (hort   but  perfuafivc  553.   adds  tie  precious  epitlie:  of  opiimam), 

•fpeech  of  Glovi-s.     Valde  molefte  fero,  quod  eamus  cum  Dei  adjutorio,   ct,  fuperatis  eis, 

hi  ^riatii  partem  teneaiuGalliarum  (the  au-  rcdiganias  tgrram  in  ditionem  noftram.     - 

2  "  Fraticlfca 
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"  Francifca  "  ihall  fall,  will  I  ere£t  a  church  in  honour  of  the  holy    ^iiw  j^" 

"  apoilles."     This   oftentatious    piety    confirmed  and  juftified   the    « ' 

attachment  of  the  Catholics,  with  Avhom  he  fecretly  correfponded  ; 
and  their  devout  wilhes  were  gradually  ripened  into  a  formidable 
confpiracy.  The  people  of  Aquitain  was  alarmed  by  the  indifcreet 
reproaches  of  their  Gothic  tyrants,  who  jaftly  accufed  them  of  pre- 
ferring the  dominion  of  the  Franks  ;  and  their  zealous  adherent 
Quintianus,  blihop  of  Rodez  *\  preached  more  forcibly  in  his  exile 
than  in  his  diocefe.  To  refift  thefe  foreign  and  domeRic  enemies, 
who  were  fortified  by  the  alliance  of  the  Burgundians,  Alaric  col- 
ledted  his  troops,  far  more  numerous  than  the  military  powers  of 
Clovis.  The  Vifigoths  refumed  the  exercife  of  arms,  which  they 
had  neglefted  in  a  long  and  luxurious  peace'"  :  a  feledl  band  of  va- 
liant and  robuft  flaves  attended  their  mafters  to  the  field  ^°;  and -the 
cities  of  Gaul  were  compelled  to  furnifh  their  doubtful  and  re- 
ludant  aid.  Theodoric,  king  of  the  Oftrogoths,  who  reigned  in 
Italy,  had  laboured  to  maintain  the  tranquillity  of  Gaul;  And  he 
affumed,  or  aiFe£ted  for  that  purpofe,  the  impartial  charadler  of  a 
mediator.  But  the  fagacious  monarch  dreaded  the  rifmg  empire  of 
Clovis,  and  he  was  firmly  engaged  to  fupport  the  national  and  re- 
ligious caufe  of  the  Goths. 

*'  Tunc  rex  projecit  a  fe  in  diieilum  Bi-  multitude  ;  quamvis  Attilam  potentem  remi- 

pennem  fuara  quodeft.F>-«ni-//i-rt,   &c.  (Gefta  nifcamini  Vifigotharum  vjribus  inclinatum  ; 

Franc,  in  torn.  ii.  p.  554.)•     The  form,  and  tamen   quia  populorum  ferocia  corda  longa 

ufe,  of  this  weapon,  are  clearly  defcribed  by  pace  mollefciint,  cavete  fubito  in  aleam  mit- 

Procopius  (in  torn.  ii.  p.  37.).     Examples  of  tere,  quos  conftat    tantis   temponbus   exer- 

its  national  appellation  in  Latin  and  French,  citia  non  habere.    Soch  was  the  falucary,  but 

maybe   found  in  the  GloiTary  of  Ducange,  fruitlefs,  advice  of  peace,  of  reafon,  and  of 

and  the  large  Didionnaire  de  Trevoux.  Theodoric  (Caffiodor.  1.  iii.  ep.  2.). 

-*'  It  is  fingular  enough,   that   fome   im-          ^^Montefquieu  (Efprit  des  Loix,  1.  xv.  c. 

portant  and  authentic  fafts  ihould  be  found  14.)  mentions  and  approves  the  law  of  the 

in  a  life  of  Quintianus,  compofed  in  rhyme  Vifigoths  (1.  ix.  tit.  2.  in  torn.  iv.  p.  425.), 

in  the  old  Patois  of  Rouergue  (Dubos  Hift.  which  obliged  all  mafters  to  .arm,  and  fend. 

Critique,  &c.  torn.  ii.  p.  179.).  or   lead,    into  the   field,    a   tenth  of  their 

♦'  Quamvis  fortitudini  vellrE  confidentiam  flaves. 
uibuat   parentum    veftrorum    innumerabilis 

The. 


Viftory  of 
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C  Η  A  P.         The  accidental,  or  artificial,  prodieies  which  adorned  the  expc- 
xxxvdi.  ,  Γ         τ  •  . 

dition  of  Clovis,  were  accepted  by  a  luperltitious  age,  as  the  maiu- 

feft  declaration  of  the  Divine  fa\-our.  He  marched  from  Paris  ; 
^-  ^^•  5°7•  g^d  as  he  proceeded  with  decent  reverence  through  the  holy  dioccfc 
ef  Tours,  his  anxiety  tempted  him  to  confult  the  ihrine  of  St. 
Martin,  the  faniStuary,  and  the  oracle  of  Gaul.  His  meffengers 
v/ere  inftrufted  to  remark  the  words  of  the  Pfalm,  which  ihould 
happen  to  be  chaunted  at  the  precife  moment  when  they  entered 
the  church.  Thofe  words  moft  fortunately  cxprefled  the  valour  and 
vi£tory  of  the  champions  of  Heaven,  and  the  application  was 
eafily  transferred  to  the  new  Joihua,  the  new  Gideon,  who  went 
forth  to  battle  againft  the  enemies  of  the  Lord".  Orleans  fecured 
to  the  Franks  a  bridge  on  the  Loire ;  but,  at  the  diftancc  of  forty 
miles  from  Poitiers,  their  progrefs  was  intercepted  by  an  extraordi- 
nary fwell  of  the  river  Vigenna,  or  Vienne  ;  and  the  oppofite  banks 
v/ere  covered  by  the  encampment  of  the  Vifigoths.  Delay  muft  be 
always  dangerous  to  Barbarians,  who  confume  the  country  through 
which  they  march  ;  and  had  Clovis  poflefled  leifure  and  mate- 
rials, it  might  have  been  impradicable  to  conftrudt  a  bridge, 
or  to  force  a  paflage,  in  the  face  of  a  fuperior  enemy.  But  the 
aiFeclionate  peafants,  who  were  impatient  to  welcome  their  deli- 
verer, could  eafily  betray  fome  unknown,  or  unguarded,  ford :  the 
merit  .of  the  difcovery  was  enhanced  by  the  iifeful  interpofition  of 
fraud  or  fidion  ;  and  a  white  hart,  of  fmgular  frze  and  beauty, 
appeared  to  guide  and  animate  the  march  of  the  Catholic  army. 
I'he  counfels  of  the  Vifigoths  were  irrefolute  and  diftraded.     A 

5'  This  mode  of  divination,  by  accepting  theie /ortes/anclsrum,  as  they  tire  Riled,  were 

as  an  omen  the  firft  facred  words,  which  in  repeatedly    condemned  by    the  decrees    of 

particular  circumftances  ihould  be  prefented  councils,  and  repeatedly  prailifed   by  kings, 

to  the  eve  or  ear,  was  derived  from  the  Pa-  bifhops,  and   faints.     See   a  curious  difii-rta- 

gans ;  and  the  f  falter  or  Bible,  was  fublH-  tion   of  the   Abbe  du  Refncl,   in    the  Me. 

fited  to  the  poems  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  moires  de   I'Academif,    tom.  xix.  p.  287  — 

from  the  fourth  to  the  fourteenth  century,  310. 

crowd 
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crowd   of  impatient   warriors,  prefumptuous  in  their  ftrength,  and    CHAP. 

difdaining  to  fly  before  the  robbers  of  Germany,  excited  Alaric  to    ^ >,-.  «t 

aflfert  in  arms  the  name  and  blood  of  the  conqueror  of  Rome.  The 
advice  of  the  graver  chieftains  prefled  him  to  elude  tlie  firft  ardour 
of  the  Franks ;  and  to  ςχρεθ:,  in  the  fouthern  provinces  of  Gaul, 
the  veteran  and  viiioriou&  Oftrogoths,  whom  the  king  of  Italy  had 
already  fent  to  his  affiftance.  The  decifive  moments  were  wafted 
in  idle  deliberation ;  the  Goths  too  haftily  abandoned,  perhaps,  an 
advantageous  poft  ;  and  the  opportunity  of  a  fecure  retreat  w^as 
loft  by  their  flow  and  diforderly  motions.  After  Clovis  had  pafled 
the  ford,  as  it  is  ftill  named,  of  the  Hart^  he  advanced  with  bold 
and  hafty  fteps  to  prevent  the  efcape  of  the  enemy.  His  nodlurnal 
march  wp  directed  by  a  flaming  meteor,  fufpended  in  the  air 
above  the  cathedral  of  Poitiers;  and  this  flgnal,  which  might  be 
previoufly  concerted  with  the  orthodox  fucceflbr  of  St.  Hilary,  was 
compared  to  the  column  of  fire  that  guided  the  Ifraelites  in  the 
defert.  At  the  third  hour  of  the  day,  about  ten  miles  beyond 
Poitiers,  Clovis  overtook,  and  inftantly  attacked,  the  Gothic  army; 
whofe  defeat  was  already  prepared  by  terror  and  confufion.  Yet 
they  rallied  in  their  extreme  diftrefs,  and  the  martial  youths,  who 
had  clamoroufly  demanded  the  battle,  refufed  to  furvive  the  igno- 
miny of  flight.  The  two  kings  encountered  each  other  in  fingle 
combat.  Alaric  fell  by  the  hand  of  his  rival ;  and  the  vidtorious 
Trank  was  faved  by  the  goodnefs  of  his  cuirafs,  and  the  vigour  of 
his  horfe,  from  the  fpears  of  two  defperate  Goths,  who  furioufly 
rode  againft  him,  to  revenge  the  death  of  their  fovereign.  The 
vague  expreflTion  of  a  mountain  of  the  flain,  ferves  to  indicate  a 
cruel,  though  indefinite,  flaughter;  but  Gregory  has  carefully  ob- 
served, that  his  valiant  countryman  Apollinaris,  the  fon  of  Sido- 
nius,  loft  his  life  at  the  head  of  the  nobles  of  Auvergne.  Perhaps 
thefe  fufpeited  Catholics  had  been  malicioufly  expofed  to  the  blind 
Vol.  IIL  4  Ε  afl"ault 
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aiTavilt  of  tlie  enemy  ;  and  perhaps  the  influence  of  rehglon  was  fu- 
perfeded  by  perfonal  attachment,  or  military  honour  '\ 

Such  is  the  empire  of  Fortune  (if  wc  may  ftill  difguife  our  ig- 
norance under  that  popular  name),  that  it  is  almoft  equally  difficult 
to  forefee  the  events  of  war,  or  to  explain  their  various  confequences. 
A  bloody  and  complete  vidtory  has  fometimes  yielded  no  more  than 
the  poiTeffion  of  the  field  ;  and  the  lofs  of  ten  thoufand  men  has 
fometimes  been  fufficient  to  deftroy,  in  a  fmgle  day,  the  work  of 
ages.  The  decifive  battle  of  Poitiers  was  follov/ed  by  the  conqueft 
of  Aquitain.  Alaric  had  left  behind  him  an  infant  fon,  a  baftard 
competitor,  faftious  nobles,  and  a  difloyal  people  ;  and  the  remain- 
ing forces  of  the  Goths  were  oppreflTed  by  the  general  confternation, 
or  oppofed  to  each  other  in  civil  difcord.  The  vidlorious  king  of 
the  Franks  proceeded  without  delay  to  the  fiege  of  Angouleme. 
At  the  found  of  his  trumpets  the  walls  of  the  city  imitated  the 
example  of  Jericho,  and  inftantly  fell  to  the  ground ;  a  fplendid 
miracle,  which  may  be  reduced  to  the  fuppofition,  that  fome  clerical 
engineers  had  fecretly  vmdermined  the  foundations  of  the  ram- 
part ".  At  Bourdeaux,  which  had  fubmitted  without  refiftance, 
Clovis  eftabliflied  his  Avinter-quarters  ;  and  his  prudent  occonomy 
tranfported  fjom  Thouloufe  the  royal  treafures,  which  were  depo- 
fited  in  the  capital  of  the  monarchy.  The  conqueror  penetrated  as 
far  as  the  confines  of  Spain''*;  reftored  t-he  honours  of  the  Catholic 

church; 


'^  After  correftitig  the  text,  or  excufing 
tho  miftake,  of  Procopius,  who  places  the 
defeat  of  Alaric  near  Carcafl'oiie,  we  may 
conclude  from  the  evidence  of  Gregory,  For- 
tunatus,  and  the  author  of  the  Gcfta  Fran- 
corum,  that  the  battle  was  fought  in  camfo 
Vodadenfi,  on  the  banks  of  the  Clain,  alout 
ten  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Poitiers.  Clovis 
overtook  and  attacked  the  Vifigoths  near 
Vivonne,  and  the  viftory  was  decided  near 
a  village  ftill  named  Champagne  St.  Hilaire. 


See  the  Diflertations  of  the  Abbe  le  Bceuf, 
torn.  i.  p.  3:^4-'33l. 

5'  Angouleme  is  in  the  road  from  Poitiers 
to  Bciirdeaux  ;  and  although  Gregory  delays 
the  fiege,  I  can  more  readily  believe  that  he 
confounded  the  order  of  hiftory,  than  that 
Clovis  neglefted  the  rules  of  war. 

'*  Pyrensos   montes   ufqiie   Perpinianum 

fubjecit;  is  the  exprellion  of  Rorico,  which 

betrays  his  recent  date  ;  fince  Perpignan  did 

not  exift   before  the  tenth  century  (Marca 

Ilifpanica, 
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church  ;  fixed  in  Aquitain  a  colony  of  Franks";  and  delegated  to  γ^Ι-^,Γ/ 
his  lieutenants  the  eafy  taik  of  fubduing,  or  extirpating,  the  nation  < — -v- — ' 
of  the  Vifigoths.  But  the  Vifigoths  were  proteded  by  the  wife 
and  powerful  monarch  of  Italy.  While  the  balance  was  ftiil  equal, 
Theodoric  had  perhaps-delayed  the  march  of  the  Oftrogoths;  but 
their  ftrenuous  efforts  fuccefsfuUy  refifted  the  ambition  of  Clovis ; 
and  the  army  of  the  Franks,  and  their  Burgundian  allies,  was  com- 
pelled to  raife  the  fiege  of  Aries,  with  the  lofs,  as  it  is  faid;  of 
thirty  thoufand  men.  Thefe  viciilitudes  inclined  the  fierce  fpirit  of 
Clovis  to  acquiefce  in  an  advantageous  treaty  of  peace.  The  Vifigoths 
were  fuffered  to  retain  the  poiTeflion  of  Septimania,  a  nairow  tradl  of 
fea-coaft,  from  the  Rhone  to  the  Pyrenees ;  but  the  ample  province 
of  Aquitain,  fiOm  thofe  mountains  to  the  Loire,  was  indiiTolubly 
united  to  the  kingdom  of  France  '^ 

After  the    fucccfs  of  the  Gothic   war,   Clovis    accepted  the  ho-   Confulihi'p 
nours   of  the    Roman   confulihip.     The    emperor   Anaftafius   am-  a.  0.510'. 
bitiouily    bellowed    on    the    moil    powerful    rival    of    Theodoric, 
the  title  and  enfigns  of  that  eminent  dignity;  yet,  from  fome  un- 

Hifpanica,  p.  4.58.).     This  florid  and  fabu-  I  have  ufed  the  following  materials,  with  due 

lous  writer  (perhaps  a  monk  of  Amiens.    See  regard  to  their  unequal  value.    Four  epiftles 

theAbbeleBoeuf,  Mem.  de  l'Acad"emie,  torn,  from  Tlieodoric  king  of  Italy  (Caffiodor.   I• 

xvii.  p.  228  —  245.)  relates,  in  the  allegorical  ill.  epift.  1—4.  in  torn.  iv.   p.  3—5.),  Pro- 

charaaer  of  a  fhepherd,  the  general  hiftory  copius  (de  Bell.  Goth.  1.  i.  c.   12.  in  torn.  ii. 

of  his  countrymen  the  Franks ;  but  his  narra-  p.  32,  33.),  Gregory  of  Tours  (I.  ii.  c.  3c, 

tive  ends  with  the  death  of  Clovis.  36,  37.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  181  — 183.),  Jornande* 

"  The  author  of  tr.c    Gefta  Francorum  (de  Reb.  Geticis,  c.  58.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  28.), 

pofitively  ainrms,  that  Clevis  fi.\ed  a  body  of  Fortunatus  (in  Vit.  St.  Hilarii,   in  torn,  iii! 

Franks  in  the  Saintong<;  and  Bourdelois :  and  p.  380.),  Ifidore  (in  Chron.  Goth,  in  torn, 

he  is  not  injudicioully  followed  by  Rorico,  j;.  p.  -02.),    the   Epitome  of  Gregory  of 

eleftos  milites.   atque  fortiffimos,   cum   par-  Tours  (in  tom.  ii.  p.  401.),  the  anthor  of 

vulis,  utqiie  mulieribus.     Yet  it  ihould  fecm  the  Gefta  Francorum  (in  tom.  ii.  p.  553  — 

that  they  foon  mingled  with  ;he  Romans  of  jjj.),    the    Fragments   of   Fredegarius    (in 

Aquitain,    till    Chariemagne    introduced   a  torn.  ii.   p.  463.),  Almoin  (1.   i.  c.    20.   in 

more  numerous  and  poweiful  colony  (Dubos  torn.  iii.  p.  41,  42.),  and  Rorico  (1.  iv.  in 

Hid.  Critique,  torn.  ii.  p.  215.).  tom. iii,  p.  14-19.). 

^*  In  the  compofuion  of  the  Gothic  v.T.r, 

4  Ε  2  known     , 
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known  caufe,  the  name  of  Clov'is  has  not  been  infcribed  in  the  Fajii 
either  of  the  Eaft  or  Weft  ".  On  the  folemn  day,  the  monarch  of 
Gaul,  placing  a  diadem  on  his  head,  was  inverted,  in  the  church  of 
St.  Martin,  with  a  purple  tunic  and  mantle.  From  thence  he  pro- 
ceeded on  horfeback  to  the  cathedral  of  Tours ;  and,  as  he  pafled 
through  the  ftreets,  profufely  fcattered,  with  his  own  hand,  a  dona- 
tive of  gold  and  filver  to  the  joyful  multitude,  who  inceffantly  re- 
peated their  acclamations  of  Confiil  and  Atigttfius.  The  adual,  or 
legal  authority  of  Clovis,  could  not  receive  any  new  acceifions  from 
the  confular  dignity.  It  was  a  name,  a  ihadow,  an  empty  pageant ;. 
and,  if  the  conqueror  had  been  inftrudled  to  claim  the  ancient  pre- 
rogatives of  that  high  office,  they  muft  have  expired  with  the  period 
of  its  annual  duration.  But  the  Romans  were  difpofed  to  revere, 
in  the  perfon  of  their  mafter,  that  antique  title,  which  the  emperors 
condefcended  to  affume  :  the  Barbarian  himfelf  feemed  to  contradt  a 
facred  obligation  to  refped  the  majefty  of  the  republic  ;  and  the 
fucceflbrs  of  Theodofius,  by  foliciting  his  friendihip,  tacitly  forgave,, 
and  almoft  ratified,  the  ufurpation  of  Gaul. 

Twenty-five  years  after  the  death  of  Clovis,  this  important  con- 
ceffion  was  more  formally  declared,  in  a  treaty  between  his  fons 
and  the  emperor  Juftinian.  The  Oftrogoths  of  Italy,  unable  to  de- 
fend their  diftant  acquifitions,  had  refigned  to  the  Franks  the  cities  of 
Aries  and  Marfeilles  :  of  Aries,  ftill  adorned  with  the  feat  of  a 
Praetorian  przefedt ;  and  of  Marfeilles,  enriched  by  the  advantages  of 
trade  and   navigation  ''.     This  tranfadion  was  confirmed   by  the 

Imperial 


"  The  Fafli  of  Italy  would  naturally  re- 
jeft  a  conful,  the  enemy  of  their  fovereign  ; 
but  any  ingenious  hypothefis  that  might  ex- 
plain the  filence  of  Conftantinople  and  Egypt 
{the  Chronicle  of  Marcellinus,  and  the  Paf- 
chal),  is  overturned  by  the  fimilar  filcnce  of 
Marius,  bifliop  of  Avenche,  who  compofed 
hit  Fafti  in  the  kingdom  of  Burgundy.  If 
7 


the  evidence  of  Gregory  of  Tours  were  lefs 
weighty  and  pofitive  (1.  ii.  c.  38.  in  torn.  ii. 
p.  183.),  I  could  believe  that  Clovis,  like 
Odoaccr,  received  the  lailing  title  and  ho- 
nours of  Patrician  (Pagi  Critica,  torn.  ii.  p.- 
474.  492.). 

'^'  Under  the  Merovingian  kings,   Mar- 
feilles ftill  imported  £rcm  the  Eaft,    paper, 
wine,- 
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rmperial  authority ;  and  Juftinian,  generoufly  yielding  to  the  Franks    chap. 
t_    _r        •  Γ  1  •     1  «  χχχνιιΐφ 

the  lovereignty  ot  the  countries  beyond  the  Alps,  which  they 

ready  pofleffed,  abfolved  the  provincials  from  their  allegiance ;  and 
eftabllihed  on  a  more  lawful,  though  not  more  folid,  foundation 
the  throne  of  the  Merovingians".  From  that  sera,  they  enjoyed 
the  right  of  celebrating  at  Aries,  the  games  of  the  Circus ;  and  by 
a  fmgalar  privilege,  which  was  denied  even  to  the  Perfian  monarch, 
the  gold  coin,  Im-prefled  with  their  name  and  Image,  obtained  a  legal 
currency  In  the  empire  "^  A  Greek  hiftorian  of  that  age  has  praifed 
the  private  and  public  virtues  of  the  Franks,  with  a  partial  enthu- 
ilafm,  which  cannot  be  fufficiently  juftified  by  their  domeftic  an- 
nals ".  He  celebrates  their  politenefs  and  urbanity,  their  regular 
government,  and  orthodox  religion  j  and  boldly  afferts,  that  thefe 
Barbarians  could  be  diftingullhed  only  by  their  drefs  and  language 
from  the  fubj  efts  of  Rome.  Perhaps  the  Franks  already  difplayed 
the  focial  difpofitlon,  and  lively  graces,  which  In  every  age  have 
difguifed  their  vices,  and  fometimes  concealed  their  intrinfic  merit. . 
Perhaps  Agathias,  and  the  Greeks,  were  dazzled  by  the  rapid  pro- - 
grefs  of  their  arms,  and  the  fplendour  of  their  empire.     Since  the 

wine,  oil,  linen,  filk,  precious  ftones,  fpices,  /hillings  will  he  a  fufficient  valuation  of  their 

Sec.     The  Gauls,  or  Franks,   traded  to  Sy-  folidus  of  gold.    It  was  the  common  ilandard 

ria,  and  the  Syrians  were  eUabliftied  in  Gaul,  of  the  Barbaric   fines,  and    contained   forty 

See  M.  de  Guignes,   Mem.  de   I'Academie,  denarii,  or   filver    threepences.     Twelve   of 

tom.xxxvii.  p.  471 — 475.  thefe  denarii  made  a  JOlidus,  or  fliilling,  the 

^'  Ou  yaj  7.-0TE  L-s»T3  rjrA?,ia?  im  τω  xtr^xXit  twentieth  part  of  the  ponderal  and  numeral 

ΧΕΧτίο-ίαι   ipiatyoi,  μυ  τα   ανταχρατοξαζ   το    ί,-'/ον  h'-uj-e,   or  poi>nd  of  filver,   which  has  been  fo 

ί7Γ;<7ΐΡξχ>ισα»τοςτ!π•ο  7s.  This  ftrong  declaration  ftrangely  reduced  in   modern   France.     See 

of  Procopius  (de  Bell.  Gothic.  1.  iii.  c.  ^^.  le  Blanc  Traite  Hiltorique  des  Monnoyes  de 

in  tom.  ii.  p.    41.)   would   almoft  fuffice  to  France,  p.  37 — 43,  &rc. 
jollify  the  Abbe  DtiboE.  "  Agathias,  in  com.  ii.  p.  47.     Gregory. 

*"  The   Franks,    who   probably  ufed    the  of  Tours  exhibits  a   very  different  pifture. 

mints  of  Treves,  Lyons,  and  Aries,  imitated  Perhaps  it  %vonld  not  be  eafy,  within  the  fame 

the  coinage  of  the  Roman  emperors  of  fe-  hiftorical   fpace,    to  find  more  vice  and  lefs  • 

venty-two  /o/idi,  or  pieces,  to  the  pound  of  virtue.     We  are  continually  Ihocked   by  the--•' 

gold.     But  as  the  Franks  elbbliflied  only  a  union  of  favage  and  corrupt  manners. 
decuple  proportion  of  gold  and  filver,  ten  ^ 

conqueil" 
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conqueft  of  Burgundy,  Gaul,  except  the  Gothic  province  of  Scp- 
timania,  was  fubjcd,  in  its  \vhok  extent,  to  the  fons  of  Clovis- 
They  had  cxtinguiihcd  the  German  kingdom  of  Thuringia,  and 
their  vague  dominion  penetrated  beyond  the  Rhine,  into  the  heart 
of  their  native  forcfts.  The  Alemanni,  and  Bavarians,  vv^ho  had 
occupied  the  Roman  provinces  of  Rhxtia  and  Noricum,  to  the  fouth 
of  the  Danube,  confeiTed  themfelvcs  the  humble  vaiTals  of  the  Franks  ; 
and  the  feeble  barrier  of  the  Alps  was  incapable  of  refifting  their 
ambition.  When  the  lail  furvivor  of  the  fons  of  Clovis  united  the 
inheritance  and  conquefts  of  the  Merovingians,  his  kingdom  extended 
far  beyond  the  limits  of  modern  France.  Yet  modern  France,  fuch 
has  been  the  progrefs  of  arts  and  policy,  far  furpafles  in  wealth, 
populoufnefs,  and  power,  the  fpacious  but  favage  realms  of  Clotaire 
or  Dagobert  ". 

The  Franks,  or  French,  are  the  only  people  of  Europe,  Avho  can 
deduce  a  pei-petual  fucceffion  from  the  conquerors  of  the  Weilern 
empire.  But  their  conqueft  of  Gaul  was  followed  by  ten  centuries 
of  anarchy,  and  ignorance.  On  the  revival  of  learning,  the  ftudents 
who  had  been  form^ed  in  the  fchools  of  Athens  and  Rome,  difdained 
their  Barbarian  anceftors ;  and  a  long  period  elapfed  before  patient 
labour  could  provide  the  requifite  materials  to  fatisfy,  or  rather  to 
excite,  the  curiofity  of  more  enlightened  times  '^\  At  length  the 
eye  of  criticifm  and  philofophy  was   diredled  to  the  antiquities  of 


"'  M.  de  Foncemagne  has  traced,  in  a 
correft  and  elegant  diiTertation  (Mem.  de 
I'Academic,  torn.  viii.  p.  505—528.)  the  ex- 
tent and  limits  of  the  French  monarchy. 

«  The  Abbe  Dubos  (Hilloire  Critique, 
torn.  i.  p.  29  —  36.)  has  truly  and  agreeably 
rcprefented  the  flow  progrefs  of  thefe  iludies  ; 
and  he  obferves,  that  Gregory  of  Ttfurs  was 
only  once  printed  before  the  year  1560.  Ac- 
cording   to    the    complaint  of  Heineccius 


(Opera,  torn.  iii.  Sylloge  iii,  p.  248,  &c.), 
Germany  received  with  indifference  and  con- 
tempt the  codes  of  Barbaric  laws,  which  were 
publifhed  by  Heroldus,  Lindcnbrogius,  &c. 
At  prefent  thofe  laws  (as  far  as  they  relate  to 
Gaul),  the  hiftory  of  Gregory  of  Tours,  and' 
all  the  monuments  of  tlie  Merovingian  race, 
appear  in  a  pure  and  perfeft  ftate,  in  the  firft 
four  volumes  of  the  Hillcrians  of  Fiance. 

France  ; 
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France :  but  even  philofophers  have  been  tainted  by  the  contagion  Chap. 
of  prejudice  and  paiTion.  The  moil  extreme  and  exchifive  fyilems,  w—v— / 
of  the  perfonal  fervntude  of  the  Gauls,  or  of  their  vohmtary  and 
equal  alliance  with  the  Franks,  have  been  raihly  conceived,  and 
obftinately  defended:  and  the  intemperate .  difputants  have  accufed 
each  other  of  confpiring  againfl:  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  the 
dignity  of  the  nobles,  or  the  freedom  of  the  people.  Yet  the  iharp 
conflidt  has  ufefully  exercifed  the  adverfe  powers  of  learning  and 
genius  ;  and  each  antagonift,  alternately  vanquiihed  and  vidlorious, 
has  extirpated  fome  ancient  errors,  and  eftabliihed  fome  interefting 
truths.  An  impartial  ftranger,  inftruded  by  their  difcoveries,  their 
difputes,  and  even  their  faults,  may  defcribe,  from  the  fame  origi* 
nal  materials,  the  ilate  of  the  Roman  provincials,  after  Gaul  had 
fubmitted  to  the  arms  and  laws  of  the  Merovingian  kings  '*. 

The  rudeft,  or  the  moft  fervile  condition  of  human  fociety,  is  Laws  of  the- 
regulated  however  by  fome  fixed  and  general  rules.  When  Tacitus 
furveyed  the  primitive  fimplicity  of  the  Germans,  he  difcovered 
fome  permanent  maxims,  or  cuftoms,  of  public  and  private  life, 
which  were  preferved  by  fiiithful  tradition,  till  the  introdudion 
of  the  art  of  writing,  and  of  the  Latin  tongue  *'.  Before  the 
election  of  the  Merovingian  kings,  the  moft  powerful  tribe, 
or  nation,  of  the  Franks,  appointed  four  venerable  chieftains 
to   compofe   the   Salic  laws " ;     and    their  labours  were   examined 

and 

*♦  In  the  fpace    of  thirty  years   (1728—  good  fenfe   and  diligence  of  the    Abbe  de 

1-65')  this   interefting  fubjeit  has  been  agi-  r4ably(Obfervations  fur I'Kiftoire  de  France, 

tated  by  the  free  fpirit  of  the  Count  de  Boa-  2  vol.  izmo.)• 

lainvilliers  (Memoires  Hiftoriques  fur  I'Etat  *'  I  have  derived  much  iniiruclion  from 
de  la  France,  particularly  torn.  i.  p.  15 —  two  learned  works  of  Heineccius,  the ////iorj•, 
40.)  ;  the  learned  ingenuity  of  the  Abbe  Du-  ana  tht  Elements,  of  the  Germanic  law.  In 
bos  (Hiftoire  Critique  de  I'EtabliiTement  de  a  judicious  preface  to  the  Elements,  he  con- 
la  Monarchie  Franjoife  dans  les  Gauls,  2  fiders,  and  tries  to  excufe,  the  defefts  of  that 
vol.  in  4to.)  ;  the  comprehenfive  genius  of.the  barbarous  jurifprudence. 
prefident  de  Montefquieu  (Efprit  des  Loix,  *'  Latin  appears  to  have  been  the  original 
particularly  L  xxviii.  xxx.  xxxi.) ;  and  the  language  of  the  Salic  law.     It  was  probably 

compofed 


Barbarians, 
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and  approved  in  three  fucceifive  aflemblies  of  the  people.  Aftet 
the  baptifm  of  Clovis,  he  reformed  feveral  articles  that  a^ipeared 
incompatible  with  Chriftianity  :  the  Salic  law  was  again  amended  bj 
his  fons;  and  at  length,  under  the  reign  of  Dagobert,  the  code 
was  revifed  and  promulgated  In  its  adlual  form,  one  hundred  years 
after  the  eftablilhment  of  the  French  monarchy.  Within  the  iiimc 
period,  the  cuiloms  of  thei^i^/^r^wj- were  tranfcribed  and  publiihed; 
and  Charlemagne  himfelf,  the  legiflator  of  his  age  and  country,  had 
accurately  fludiedthe  two  national  laws,  which  ftill  prevailed  among 
the  Franks*'.  The  fame  care  was  extended  to  their  vaQ'als  ;  and 
the  rude  inftitutions  of  the  Alemaiim  and  Bavarians  were  diligently 
compiled  and  ratified  by  the  fupreme  authority  of  the  Merovingian 
kings.  The  Vifigotbs  and  Burguud'ians^  whofe  conquefts  in  Gaul 
preceded  thofe  of  the  Franks,  ihewed  lefs  impatience  to  attain  one 
of  the  principal  benefits  of  civilifed  fociety.  Euric  was  the  firft  of 
the  Gothic  princes,  who  expreifed  in  writing  the  manners  and 
cuftoms  of  his  people  j  and  the  compofition  of  the  Burgundian  laws 
was  a  meafure  of  policy  rather  than  of  juftice;  to  alleviate  the  yoke, 
and  regain  the  affedlions,  of  their  Gallic  fubjedl&''^  Thus,  by  a  fm- 
gular  coincidence,  the  Germans  framed  their  "artlefs  inftitutions,  at 
a  time  when  the  elaborate  fyftem  of  Roman  jurifprudence  was  finally 
confummated.  In  the  Salic  laws,  and  th^  Pandefts  of  Juftinian,  we 
may  compare   the  firft  rudiments,  and   the   full  maturity,  of  civil 

compofed  in  tlie  beginning  of  the  fifth  ceti-  ri.m.     The  former  extended  from  the  Car- 

tury,  before  the  a;ra  (Λ.  D.  421.)  of  the  real  bonariai)  forell  to    the   Loire    (torn.   iv.    p. 

•or  fabulous  Pharamond.     The  preface  men-  ΐ5ΐ•)>  and  the  latter  might  be  obeyed  from 

tions  the  four  Cantons  which  produced  the  the  fame  foreft  to  the  Rhine  (tom.  iv.  p. 

four  legiilators  ;   and  many  provinces,   f  ran-  2i2.). 

conia,  Saxqjiy,  Hanover,  Brabant,  &c.  have  '*'  Confult  the  ancient  and  modern  pre- 

claimed  them  as  their  own.    See  an  excellent  faces  of  the  feveral  Codes,  in  the  fourth  vo- 

DiiTertation  of  .Heineccius,  de  Lege  Salic.n,  lume  of  the  Hiftorians  of  France.     The  ori- 

tom.  iii.   Sylloge  iii.  p.  24-  ~  267.  ginal  prologue   to    the  Salic    law  expreiTes 

*'  Eginhard,  in  Vit.  Caroli  Magni,  c.  29.  (though   in   a  foreign  dialeft)   the  genuine 

Intom.  V.  p.  too.     By  thefe  two  laws,  moll  fpirit  of  the  Franks,  more  forcibly  than  th« 

critics  underfiand  the  Salic  aud  the  Ripua-  ten  books  of  Gregory  of  Tours. 

wifdom  ; 
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wirdom  ;  and  Avhatever  prejudices  may  be  fuggefted  in  £ivour  of    ^ι^λ^ιμ' 

XXXvlll• 

BarbarUm,  our  calmer  refledions  will  afcribe  to  the  Romans  the  v— ~v— — / 
fuperior  advantages,  not  only  of  fcience  and  reafon,  but  of  humanity 
and  jufticc.  Yet  the  laws  of  the  Barbarians  were  adapted  to  their 
wants  and  defires,  their  occupations  and  their  capacity ;  and  they 
all  contributed  to  preferve  the  peace,  and  promote  the  improve- 
ments, of  the  fo'ciety,  for  whofe  ufe  they  were  originally  eftabliihed. 
The  Merovingians,  inftead  of  impofmg  an  uniform  rule  of  condu£t 
on  their  various  fubjedls,  permitted  each  people,  and  each  family, 
of  their  empire,  f;-eely  to  enjoy  their  domeftic  inilitutions*' ;  nor 
were  the  Romans  excluded  from  the  common  benefits  of  this  legal 
toleration  '°.  The  children  embraced  the  ίατν  of  their  parents,  the 
wife  that  of  her  hufband,  the  freedman  that  of  his  patron  ;  and,  in 
all  caufes,  where  the  parties  were  of  different  nations,  the  plaintiff,  or 
accufer,  \va.s  obliged  to  follow  the  tribunal  of  the  defendant,  who 
may  always  plead  a  judicial  prefumption  of  right,  or  innocence. 
A  more  ample  latitude  was  allowed,  if  every  citizen,  in  the  prefence 
of  the  judge,  might  declare  the  law  under  which  he  defu'ed  to 
live,  and  the  national  fociety  to  which  he  chofe  to  belong.  Such 
an  indulgence  would  abolifli  the  partial  diilinftions  of  victory  ;  and 
the  Roman  provincials  might  patiently  acquiefce  in  the  hardihips  of 
tkeir  condition ;  fince  it  depended  on  themfelves  to  aifume  the  pri- 
vilege, if  they  dared  to  affert  the  charader,  of  free  and  warlike  Bar- 
barians ". 

When 

*9  The  Ripuarian  law  declares,  and  de-  cum  altera  habeat  (in  torn.  vi.  p.  356.)•  He 
■fines,  this  indulgence  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff  fooliihiy  propofes  to  introduce  an  uniformity 
(tit.  xxxi.  in  tom.  iv.  p.  24-.)  ;  and  the  fame  of  law,  as  well  as  of  faith, 
toleration  is  underftood,  or  cxprefled,  in  all  '°  Inter  Romanos  negotia  caufarum  Ro- 
the  Codes,  except  that  of  the  Vifigoths  of  manis  legibus  prascipimus  terminari.  Such 
Spain.  Tanta  diverfitas  legum  (fays  Age-  are  the  words  of  a  general  conftitution  pro- 
bard,  in  the  ninth  century)  quanta  non  folum  mulgated  by  Clotaire,  the  fon  of  Clovis,  and 
in  regionibus,  aut  civitatibus,  fed  ciiam  in  fo!e  monarch  ol  the  Franks  (in  tom.  iv.  p, 
multis  domibus  habetur.  Nam  plerumque  116.),  about  the  year  560. 
contingjt  ut  fimul  eant  aut  fcdeant  quinque  ''  This  liberty  of  choice  has  been  aptly 
homines,  et  r.ulltis  eorum  conununem  legem  deduced  (Efprit  des  Loix,  I.  xxviii,  z.)  fronj 

Vol.  III.  4  Ρ                                            a  confti- 
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CHAP.        When  iuftice  inexorably  requires  the  death  of  a  murderer,  each 

XXXVIII.  J  y         X 

< ,, J   private  citizen  is  fortified  by  the  aiTurance,  that  the  laws,  the  ma- 

lines"ro7ho-  giftrate,  and  the  whole  community,  are  the  guardians  of  his  per- 
"""  ^'  fonal  fafety.     But  in  the  loofe  fociety  of  the  Germans,  revenge  was 

always  honourable,  and  often  meritorious :  the  independent  war- 
rior chailifed,  or  vindicated,  with  his  own  hand,  the  injuries  which 
he  had  offered,  or  received  ;  and  he  had  only  to  dread  the  refent- 
ment  of  the  fons,  and  kinfmen,  of  the  enemy  whom  he  had  facri- 
ficed  to  his  felfiih  or  angry  pailions.  The  magiilrate,  confcious  of 
his  weaknefs,  interpofed,  not  to  puniih,  but  to  reconcile;  and  he 
was  fatisfied  if  he  could  perfuade,  or  compel,  the  contending  par- 
ties to  pay,  and  to  accept,  the  inoderate  fine  which  had  been 
afcertained  as  the  price  of  blood  '\  The  fierce  fpirit  of  the  Franks 
would  have  oppofed  a  more  rigorous  fentence;  the  fame  fiercenefs 
defpifed  thefe  ineffeitual  reilraints  :  and,  when  their  fimple  manners 
had  been  corrupted  by  the  wealth  of  Gaul,  the  public  peace  was 
continually  violated  by  adls  of  hafty  or  deliberate  guilt.  In  every 
juil  government,  the  fame  penalty  is  inflided,  or  at  Icaft  is  impofed, 
for  the  murder  of  a  peafant,  or  a  prince.  But  the  national  inequality 
eilabliihed  by  the  Franks,  in  their  criminal  proceedings,,  was  the  lafl: 

a  conftitution  of  Lothaire  I.   (Leg.  Lango-  by  the  MS.  of  Fulda,  from  whence  Heroldus 

bard,   1.  ii.  tit.  Ivii.  in  Codex  Lindebrog.   p.  publiflicd  his  edition.     See  the  four  original 

664.):  though  the  example  is  too  recent  and  texts  of  the  Salic  law,  in   torn.  iv.  p.  147/ 

partial.     From    a    various  reading,   in  the  173.    ig6.   220. 

Salic  law,  (tit.  xliv.  not  xlv.)  the  Abbe  de         '*  In  the  heroic  times  of  Greece,  the  guilt 

Mably    (torn.    i.    p.    290—293.)    has   con-  of  murder  was   expiated   by  a  pecuniary  fa- 

jeftured,  that,  at  firft,  s.  Barbarian  only,  and  tisfaftion  to  the  family  of  the  deceafed  (Fei- 

afterwards  any  wfl»(confequentIy  a  Roniao),  thius   Antiquitat.    Homeria,    1.   ii.    c.    8.). 

might  live  according  to  the  law  of  the  Franks.  Heineccjus,  in  his  preface  to  the  Elements 

I  am  ferry  to  ofiend  this  ingenious  conjeilure  of    Germanic    Law,     favourably   fuggells, 

byobferving,  that  the  ftrifler  fenfe  (Barba-  that  at  Rome  and  Athens  homicide  was  only 

rum)  is    exprefied  in  the   reformed  copy  of  puniflied  with  exile.     It  is   true  :  but  exile 

Charlemagne;   which  is   confirmed   by   the  wasafa//Ve/puniihmentfora  citizenof Rome 

Royal  and  Wolfenbuttle  MSS.     The  laofer  or  Athens, 
interpretation  (hotr.incm)   is  authoriR'J  only 

infult 
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infult  and  abufe  of  conqucfl: ".     In  the  calm  moments  of  legiilation,     yJL.4  .^• 

they  folemnly  pronounced,  that  the  life  of  a  Roman  was  of  fmaller    ' « — y 

value  than  that  of  a  Barbarian.  The  Antriiflmi  '*,  a  name  expref- 
llve  of  the  moil  illuftrious  birth  or  dignity  among  the  Franks,  was 
appreciated  at  the  fum  of  fix  hundred  pieces  of  gold  ;  while  the 
noble  provincial,  who  was  admitted  to  the  king's  table,  might  be 
legally  murdered  at  the  expence  of  three  hundred  pieces.  Two 
hundred  were  deemed  fufficient  for  a  Frank  of  ordinary  condition ; 
but  the  meaner  Romans  were  expofed  to  difgrace  and  danger  by  a 
trifling  compenfation  of  one  hundred,  or  even  fifty,  pieces  of  gold. 
Had  thefe  laws  been  regulated  by  any  principle  of  equity  or  reafon, 
the  public  prote£tion  fliould  have  fupplied  in  juft  proportion  the 
M^int  of  perfonal  llrength.  But  the  legiilator  had  weighed  in  the 
fcale,  not  of  juftice,  but  of  policy,  the  lofs  of  a  foldier  againft  that 
of  a  flave  :  the  head  of  an  infolent  and  rapacious  Barbarian  was 
guarded  by  an  heavy  fine  ;  and  the  ilighteft  aid  was  afforded  to  the 
moil  defencelefs  fubjects.  Time  infenfibly  abated  the  pride  of  the 
conquerors,  and  the  patience  of  the  vanquiihed  ;  and  the  boldeft 
citizen  was  taught  by  experience,  that  he  might  fuffer  more  injuries 
than  he  could  inflid.  As  the  manners  of  the  Franks  became  lefs 
ferocious,  their  laws  were  rendered  more  fevere  ;  and  the  Merovin- 
gian kings  attempted  to  imitate  the  impartial  rigour  of  the  Vifigoths 
and  Burgundians  ".  Under  the  empire  of  Charlemagne,  murder  was 

univerfaHy 

'5  This  proportion  is  fixed   by  the  Salic  firft  order  of  Franks ;  but  it  is  a  queftion 

(tit.  xliv.  in  torn.  iv.  p.  147.)  and  the  Ripua-  whether  their  rank  was  perfonal,  or  heredi- 

rian  (lit.  vii.  xi.  xxxvi.  in  torn.  iv.  p.  337.  tary.     The  Abbe  de  Mably  (torn.  i.  p.  334— 

34J .)  laws :  but  the  latter  does  not  dillinguiili  347.)  is  not  difpleafed  to  mortify  the  pride  of 

any  difference  of  Romans.     Yet  the  orders  birth  (Efprit,  1.  xxx.  c.  25.),   by  dating  the 

of  the  clergy  aie  placed  above   the  Franks  orlgm  of  French  nobility  from  the  reign  of 

themfelves,  and  the  Burgundians   and  Ale-  Clotaire  II.  (A.  D.  615.) 
manni  between   the   Franks   and    the    Ro-         "  «ee   the  Burgundian   laws  (tit.  ii.    in 

mans.  to™•  iv•  p.  257•)ι  the  Code  of  the  Vifigoths 

7+  The  Antrufliones,  qui  in  trufie  Dominica  (1.  vi.  tit.  v.   in  torn.  iv.  p.  384.),  and  the 

βηΐ,  leudi,  fideks,  undoubtedly  reprefent  the  conilitution  of  Qhildehtrt,  not  of  Paris,  but 

4  F  »  moil 
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CHAP,    univerfally  puniflicd  with  death  ;  and  the  ufe  of  capital  pumiliments 

V ^ 1   has    been    hberally    multiphed    iia    the  jurifprudence    of    modeni 

Europe  ". 
Judgments  The  civll  and  miUtaiy  profeiTions,  which  had  been  feparated  by 

"  ^°  '  Conftantine,  were  again  united  by  the  Barbarians.  The  harfli  found 
of  the  Teutonic  appellations  was  mollified  into  the  Latin  titles  of 
Duke,  of  Count,  or  of  Praefed  ;  and  the  fame  officer  aiTumed, 
within  his  diilridt,  the  command  of  the  troops,  and  the  adminiftration 
of  juftice  ".  But  the  fierce  and  illiterate  chieftain  was  feldom  qua- 
lified to  difcharge  the  duties  of  a ,  judge,  which  require  all  the  fa- 
culties of  a  philofophic  mind,  laborioufly  cultivated  by  experience 
and  ftudy  ;  and  his  rude  ignorance  was  compelled  to  embrace  feme 
fimple,  and  vifible,  methods  of  afcertaining  the  caufe  of  juftice.  In 
every  religion,  the  Deity  has  been  invoked  to  confirm  the  truth, 
©r  to  puniih  the  falfehood,  of  human  teftimony ;  but  this  powerful 
inftrument  was  mifapplied,  and  abufed,  by  the  fimpliciiy  of  ths 
German  legiflators.  The  party  accufed  might  juftifj-  his  innocence, 
by  producing  before  their  tribunal  a  number  of  friendly  v/itneiTes,  Avho 
folemnly  declared  their  belief  or  affurance,  that  he  was  not  guilty. 
According  to  the  weight  of  the  charge,  this  legal  number  of  cofnpur^ 
gators  was  multiplied  ;  feventy-two  voices  were  required  to  abfolve 
an  incendiary,   or  affaifin  :    and  Avhen  the  chafliity  of  a  queen  of 

moil  evidently  of  Auftrafia  (in  torn.  iv.  p.  of  Heineccius,  the  Elemcnta   Juris  Germa- 

112.).     Their  premature  fcverity  was  feme-  nici,  1.  ii.  p.  ii.    N°  261,   262.    280— 2S3.. 

times  ralh,  and  exceflive.     Childebert  con-  Yet  fome  veftiges  of  thefe  pecuniary  compo- 

demned   not  only    murderers    but  robbers  ;  fitions  for  murder,  have  been  traced  in  Ger- 

quomodo  £ne  lege  involavit,  fine  lege  mori-  many,  as  late  as  the  fixtcenth  century. 
atur;    and  even  the   negligent  judge    was         "    The  whole  fubjeft  of  the   Germanic 

involved  in    the  fame   fentence.     The  Vifi-  judges,    and  their    juriiLliftion,   is  copioufiy 

goths  abandoned   an   unfuccefsful  furgeon  to  treated  by  Heineccius  (Element.  Jur.  Germ, 

family  ef  his  deceafed  patient,  ut  quod  de  eo  1.  iii.  N°  1  —  72.).     I  cannot  find  any  proof,, 

facere  voluerint  habeant  poteftatem  (1.  .xi.tit.  that,  under  the  Merovingian  race,  the/iaiiiii, 

i.  in  tom.  iv.  p.  435.).  or  aitiTors,  were  chofen  by  the  people. 
'*  See  in  the  fixth  volume   of  the  works 

ς  France. 
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France  was  fufpeded,  three  hundred  gallant  nobles  fwore,  without    ^.J|[,•^  ^• 

XXXVIIi•- 
hefitation,  that  the  infant  prince  had  been  adually  begotten  by  her   ' u— — ' 

deceafed  hulband  ".•  The  fin,  and  fcandal,  of  manifeft  and  frequent 
perjuries  engaged  the  magiftrates  to  remove  thcfe  dangerous  tempt- 
■ations ;  and  to  fupply  the  defedls  of  human  teftimony,  by  the  fa- 
mous experiments  of  fire  and  water.  Thefe  extraordinary  triak  were 
fo  capricioufly  contrived,  that,  in  fome  cafes,  guilt,  and  innocence 
in  others,  could  not  be  proved  without  the  interpofition  of  a  miracle. 
Such  miracles  were  readily  provided  by  fraud  and  credulity ;  the 
moil  intricate  caufes  were  determined  by  this  eafy  and  infallible 
method  ;  and  the  turbulent  Barbarians,  who  might  have  difdained 
the  fentence  of  the  magiftrate,  fubmiffively  acquiefced  in  the  judg- 
ment of  God  ". 

But  the  trials  by  fnigle  combat  gradually  obtained  fuperior  credit  judicial 
and  authority,  among  a  warlike  people,  who  could  not  believe,  that  ^^^™  *""" 
a  brave  man  deferved  to  fuffer,  or  that  a  cow^ard  deferved  to  live  '". 
Both  in  civil  and  criminal  proceedings,  the  plantiff,  or  accufer,  the 
defendant,  or  even  the  witnefs,  were  expofed  to  mortal  challenge 
from  the  antagOnifh  Λvho  was  deftitute  of  legal  proofs  ;  and  it  was 
incumbent  on  them,  either  to  defert  their  caufe,  or  publicly  to  main- 
tain their  honour  in  the  lifts  of  battle.  They  fought  either  on  foot 
or  on  Korfeback,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  their  nation  "  ;  and  the 

decifion 

"  Gregor.  Turon.  1.  viii.  c.  g.  in  torn.  ii.  that  tlie  pure  element  of  'wafer  would  not 
p.  316.  Montefquieu  obferves  (Efprit  des  allow  the  guilty  to  fink  into  its  bofom. 
Loix,  1.  xxviii.  c.  i•}•),  that  the  Salic  law  did  ^^  Montefquieu  (Efprit  des  Loix,  1.  xxviii. 
not  admit  thefe  negati'vc  proofs  fo  univerfally  c.  17.)  has  condefcended  to  explain  and  ex- 
eftriblifned  in  the  Barbaric  codes.  Yet  this  cufe  "  la  maniere  de  penfer  de  nos  peres," 
obfcure  concubine  (Fredegundis),  who  be-  on  the  fubjeft  of  judicial  combats.  He  fol- 
came  the  wifeof  the  grandfon  of  Clevis,  muft  lows  this  ftran^e  inftitution  from  the  age  of 
have  followed  the  Salic  law.  Gundobald  to  that  of  St.  Lewis ;  and  the  phi- 
's Muratori,  in  the  Antiquities  of  Italy,  lofopher  is  fometimes  loft  in  the  legal  anti- 
has  given  two  Diflertations  (xxxviii,  xxxix.)  quarian. 

en  x\ic  jiidgments  of  God.     It  was  expefled,  κι  j^  ^  raemorable  duel  at   Aix-la-Cha- 

that  fre  would  no:  burn  the  innocent ;  and  pelle  (A.  D.  820. ),  before  the  emperor  Lewis 

the 
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CHAP,    deciiion   of  the  fword,    or  lance,    Λναβ  ratified   by  the  fanftion   of 

XXXVJIl.  .  , 

v_— V— ->    Heaven,  of  the  judge,  and  of  the  people.     This  fanguinary  law  was 

introduced  into  Gaul  by  the  Burgundians  ;  and  their  legiflator  Gun- 
dobald'''  condefcended  to  anfwer  the  complaints  and  objedions  of 
his  fubjedl  Avitus.  "  Is  it  not  true,"  faid  the  king  of  Burgundy 
to  the  biihop,  *'  that  the  event  of  national  wars,  and  private  com- 
"  bats,  is  direded  by  the  judgment  of  God;  and  that  his  providence 
*'  awards  the  vidory  to  the  jufter  caufe  ?"  By  fuch  prevailing  ar- 
guments, the  abfurd  and  cruel  pradlice  of  judicial  duels,  which  had 
been  peculiar  to  fome  tribes  of  Germany,  was  propagated  and  efta-. 
bliihed  in  all  the  monarchies  of  Europe,  from  Sicily  to  the  Baltic. 
At  the  end  of  ten  centuries,  the  reign  of  legal  violence  was  not 
totally  extinguiilied  ;  and  the  inefFedlual  cenfures  of  faints,  of  popes, 
and  of  fynods,  may  feem  to  prove,  that  the  influence  of  fuperftition 
is  weakened  by  its  unnatural  alliance  with  reafon  and  humanity.  The 
tribunals  were  ftained  with  the  blood,  perhaps,  of  innocent  and  re- 
fpedable  citizens  ;  the  law,  which  now  favours  the  rich,  then  yielded 
to  the  ftrong ;  and  the  old,  the  feeble,  and  the  infirm,  were  con- 
demned, either  to  renounce  their  faireft  claims  and  pofleifions,  to 
fuftain  the  dangers  of  an  unequal  conflid  ",  or  to  truft  the  doubtful 
aid  of  a  mercenary  champion.  This  oppreffive  jurifprudence  was 
impofed  on  the  provincials  of  Gaul,  who  complained  of  any   inju- 

the  Pious  ;  his  biographer  obferves,  fecun-  bifliop  of  Lyons,  folicited  Lewis  the  Pious  to 

dum  legem  propriam,  utpote  quia  uterque  abolifh  the  law  of  an  Arian  tyrant  (in  torn. 

Gothus  erat,   equeftri  pugna   congreiTus   eft  vi.  p.  356—358.).'    He  relates   the  conver- 

(Vit.  Lud.  Pii,  c.  33.  in  torn.  vi.  p.  103.).  fation  of  Gundobald  and  Avitus. 
Ermoldus  Nigellus  (1.  iii.  543— 62S.  in  torn.         ^^  "  Accidit  (fays  Agobard),  ut  non   fo- 

vi.  p.  48 — 50.),  who  defcribes  the  duel,  ad-  "  lum  valentes  viribus,  fed  etiam  infirmi  et 

miles  the,  «/.γ//5ϊ;λ  of  fighting  on  horfeback,  "  fenes   laceifantur   ad   pugnam,  etiam   pro 

which  was  unknown  to  the  Franks.  "  vililTimis  rebus.     Quibus  foralibus   certa- 

"■  In  his  original  edi£l,publiihed  at  Lyons  "  minibus  contingunt  homicidia  injufta;  et 

(A.   D.    501.),    Gundobald  eftabliihes    and  "  crudeles   ac   perverfi  eventus  judicionim." 

j  unifies  the  ufe  of  judicial  combat  (Leg.  Bur-  Like  a  prudent  rhetorician,  he  fupprefles  the 

gund.  tit.   xlv.  in   torn.  ii.   p.  267,  268.).  legal  privilege  of  hiring  champions. 
Three  hundred  years  afterwards,  Agobard, 

3  ries 
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ries  in  their  perfons  and  property.    Whatever  might  be  the  ilrength,    chap. 
.  or  courage,  of  individuals,  the  vidorious  Barbarians  excelled  in  the   •■ 
love  and  exercife  of  arms  ;   and  the  vanquiihed  Roman  was  unjuftly 
fummoned  to  repeat,  in  his  own  perfon,  the  bloody   conteft,  which 
had  been  already  decided  againft  his  country  '*. 

A  devouring  hoil:  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  Germans  Divifion  of 
had  formerly  pafled  the  Rhine  under  the   command  of  Arioviftus.  Bwbarians.^ 
One  third  part  of  the  fertile  lands  of  the  Sequani  was  appropriated  to 
their  ufe ;  and  the  conqueror  foon  repeated  his  oppreflive   demand 
of  another  third,  for  the  accommodation  of  a  new  colony  of  twenty- 
four  thoufand  Barbarians,  whom  he  had  invited  to   ihare  the  rich 
harveft  of  Gaul ''.     At  the  diilance  of  five  hundred  years,  the  Vifi- 
goths    and    Burgundians,    who   revenged  the  defeat   of  Arioviftus, 
ufurped  the  iame  unequal  proportion  of  two-thirds  of  the  fubjedl 
lands.     But  this  diftribution,  inftead  of  fpreading  over  the  province, 
may  be  reafonably  confined  to  the  peculiar  diftrifts  where  the  vidlo- 
rious  people  had  been  planted,  by  their  own  choice,  or  by  the  policy 
of  their  leader.     In  thefe  diftrids,  each  Barbarian  was  conneiled  by 
the  ties  of  hofpitality  with  fome  Roman  provincial.     To   this   un- 
welcome gueft,  the  proprietor  w^as  compelled  to  abandon  two-thirds 
of  his  patrimony:  but  the  German,  a  ihepherd,  and  a  liunter,  might 
fomeiimes  content   himfelf  with    a   fpacious   range   of    wood    and 
pafture,  and   refign  the  fmalleft,  though  moil:  valuable,  portion,  to 
the  toil  of  the  induftrious  hufbandman  ^^     The  filence  of  ancient  and 

authentic 

*♦  Montefquieu  (Efprit  des  Loix,  xxviii.  iii.  543.  In  torn.  vi.  p.  48.),  and  the  anony- 

c.    14.)»  who  underliands  'why   the  judicial  mous  biographer  of  Lewis  the  Pious '(c.  46, 

combat  was  admitted  by  the  Burgundians,  in  torn.  vi.  p.    112.)  as  the   "  mos  antiquus 

Ripu.-.ri.ins,  Aleinanni,  Bavarians,  Lombards,  Francorum,  more  Francis    folito,"  he.  ex- 

Thuringians,  Frilbns,  and  Saxons,  isfatisfied  preflions  too  general  to  exclude  the  noblell  of 

(and  Agcbardfeems  to  countenance  the  alTer-  their  tribes. 

tion),  thr.t  it  was  not  allowed  by  the  Salic  law.  ^^  Ci^far  dc  Bell.  Gail.  1.  i.  c.  31.  in  torn. 

Yet  thefawiecuftom,  at  !caR  in  cafes  of  trea-  i.  p.  213. 

ion,  is  mentioned  by  Ermoldus  Nigellus  (I.  '">  The  obfcure  hints  of  a  divifion  of  lands 

occarionally 
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C  Η  A  P.    authentic  tcRImony  has  encotiraged  an  opniion,  that  the  rapute  of 

ί — -V '    the  Franks  was  not  moderated,  or   dilguifed,    by   the   forms   of  a 

legal  divHion ;  that  they  d'lfperfed  themfelves  over  the  provinces  of 
Gaul,  without  order  or  controul ;  and  that  each  vidlorious  robber, 
according  to  his  wants,  his  avarice,  and  his  ftrength,  meai'ured,  with 
his  fword,  the  extent  of  his  new  inheritance.  At  a  diftance  from 
their  fovereign,  the  Barbarians  might  indeed  be  tempted  to  exercife 
fiich  arbitrary  depredation  ;  but  the  firm  and  artful  policy  of  Clovis 
muil  curb  a  Ucentious  fpirit,  which  would  aggravate  the  miTery  of 
the  vanquiihed,  v/hilft  it  corrupted  the  union,  and  difcipline  of  the 
conquerors.  The  memorable  vafe  of  Soiflbns  is  a  monument,  and  a 
pledge,  of  the  regular  diftribution  of  the  Gallic  fpoils.  It  was  the 
duty,  and  the  intereft,  of  Clovis  to  provide  rewards  for  a  fuccefsful 
army,  and  fettlements  for  a  numerous  people  ;  without  inflifting 
any  wanton,  or  fuperfluous  injuries,  on  the  loyal  catholics  of  Gaul. 
The  ample  fund,  which  he  might  lawfully  acquire,  of  the  Imperial 
patrimony,  vacant  lands,  and  Gothic  ufurpations,  would  diminifli 
the  cruel  neceifity  of  feizure  and  confifcation  ;  and  the  humble  pro- 
vincials would  more  patiently  acquiefce  in  the  equal  and  regular 
diftribution  of  their  lofs  ^\ 
Domain  and  The  Wealth  of  the  Merovingian  princes  confifted  in  their  exten- 
ihe"Merov°n-  ^ve  domain.  After  the  conqueft  of  Gaul,  they  ilill  delighted  in  the 
gians.  ruftic  fimpllclty  of  their  anceftors :  the  cities  were  abandoned  to  foli- 

occafionally.-fcattered  in  tlie  laws  of  the  Bur-  their  right,  unlefs  they  were  barred  by  a  pre- 

gundians  (tit.  liv.  N"  i,z.  in  tom.  iv.  p.  271,  fcription  of  fifty  years. 

372.),  and  Vifigoths  (1.  x.  tit.  i.  N°  8,  9,  16.  -^'  It  is  fingular  enough,  that  the  prefuient 

in  tom.  iv.  p.  428,  429,  430.),  are   ikilfully  d<;  Montefquieu  (Efprit  desLoix,  l.xxx.c.  7.), 

explained    by    the    prefident     Montefquieu  and  the  Abbe  de  Mably  (Obfervations,  torn. 

(Efprit  des  Loix,  1.  xxx.  c.  7,  8,  9.)•     I  fliall  i.   p.    21,    22.),  agree   in  this    ilrange    fup- 

only  add,  that,  among  the  Goths,  the  divi-  polition    of   arbitrary   and  private    rapine, 

fion  feems  to   have   been   afcertained  by  the  The    count   de   Boulainvilliers   (Etat   de   la 

judgment  of  the  neighbourhood;    that    the  France,  tom.   i.  p.  22,  23.)   fhews  a  flrong 

Barbarians  frequently  ufurped  the  remaining  undcril.mding,  though  a  cloud  of  ignorance, 

tiird;  and,  that  the  Romans  might  recover  ^nd  prejudice. 

tudc 
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tude  and  decay  ;  and  their  coins,  their  charters,  and  their  fynods,  are  9^^^J1• 
ftill  inicribed  with  the  names  of  the  villas,  or  rural  palaces,  in  which  y^—^  ^ 
they  fucceiTivdy  refided.  One  hundred  and  fixty  of  thefe /^/«iTi^j•,  a 
title  which  need  not  excite  any  unfeafonable  ideas  of  art  or  luxury, 
were  fcattered  through  the  provinces  of  their  kingdom  ;  and  if  fome 
might  claim  the  honours  of  a  fortrefs,  the  far  greater  part  could  be 
efteemed  only  in  the  light  of  profitable  farms.  The  manfion  of  the 
long-haired  kings  was  furrounded  with  convenient  yards,  and  ftables, 
for  the  cattle  and  the  poultry ;  the  garden  was  planted  with  ufeful 
vegetables  ;  the  various  trades,  the  labours  of  agriculture,  and  even 
the  arts  of  hunting  and  filhing,  were  exercifed  by  fervile  hands  for 
the  emolument  of  the  fovereign  ;  his  magazines  were  filled  with  corn 
and  wine,  either  for  fale  or  confumption  ;  and  the  whole  admini- 
ilration  was  conduced  by 'the  ftri£teft  maxims  of  private  oeconomy  '*. 
This  ample  patrimony  was  appropriated  to  fupply  the  hofpitable 
plenty  of  Clovis,  and  his  fucceflbrs ;  and  to  reward  the  fideUty  of 
their  brave  companions,  who,  both  in  peace  and  war,  were  de- 
voted to  their  perfonal  fervice.  Inftead  of  an  horfe,  or  a  fuit  of 
armour,  each  companion,  according  to  his  rank,  or  m^rit,  or  favour, 
was  invefted  with  a  benefice^  the  primitive  name,  and  moil  fimple 
form  of  the  feudal  poffeffions.  Thefe  gifts  might  be  refumed  at  the 
pleafure  of  the  fovereign ;  and  his  feeble  prerogative  derived  fome 
fupport  from  the  influence  of  his  liberality.  But  this  dependent  tenure 
was  gradually  aboliflied  ^°  by  the  independent  and  rapacious  nobles 

"  See  the  ruftic  edift,  or  rather  code,  of  has  inveiligated  the  names,  the  number,  and 

CharlemagRe,  which  contains  feventy  diftinO:  the  fituation  of  the  Merovingian  villas. 

and  minute  regulations  of  that  great  monarch  ^'  From  a  palTage  of  the  Burgundian  law 

(in  torn.  V.  p.  652—657.)•     He  requires  an  (tit.  i.  N°  4.  in  torn.  iv.  p.  257.),  it  is  evi- 

account  of  the  horns  and  ikins  of  the  goats,  dent,  that  a  deferving  fon   might  expcft  to 

allows  his  fiih  to  be  fold,  and  carefully  di-  hold  the  lands  which  his  father  had  received 

reas,  that  the  larger  villas  (Capitane<t)  ^■ύ\  from  the  royal  bounty  of  Gundobald.     The 

maintain  one  hundred  hens  and  thirty  geefe;  Burgundians    would    firmly    m.aintain    their 

and  the  fmaller  (Manfionaks)  fifty  hens  and  privilege,  and  their  example  might  encourage 

twelve  geefe.  Mabillon  (de  Re  Diplomatica)  the  beneficiaries  of  France. 

Vol.  m.  4  G  of 
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of  France,  Avho  eilabliflied'  the  perpetual  property,  and  hereditary 
fucccilion,  of  their  benefices :  a  revokition  fakitary  to  the  earth, 
which  had  been  injured,  or  neglefted,  by  its  precarious  mailers '". 
Befides  thefe  royal  and  'beneficiary  eftates,  a  large  proportion  had  been 
aiTigned,  in  the  divifion  of  Gaul,  of  allodial  and  SaVic  lands:  they 
were  exempt  from  tribute,  and  the  Salic  lands  were  equally  iliared 
among  the  male  defcendants  of  the  Franks  "". 

In  the  bloody  difcord,  and  filent  decay  of  the  Merovingian  line, 
a  new  order  of  tyrants  arofe  in  the  provinces,  who,  under  the  ap- 
pellation of  Seniors,  or  Lords,  ufurped  a  right  to  govern,  and  a 
licence  to  oppreis,  the  fubjeds  of  their  peculiar  territory.  Their 
ajmbition  might  be  checked  by  the  hoftile  refiflance  of  an  equal :  but 
the  laws  were  cxtinguiflied  ;  and  the  facrilegious  Barbarians,  who 
dared  to  provoke  the  vengeance  of  a  faint  or  biihop  '\  would  feldom 
refped  the  landmarks  of  a  profane  and  defencelefs  neighbour.  The 
common,  or  public,  rights  of  nature,  fuch  as  they  had  always  been 
deemed  by  the  Roman  j^rifprudence  ",  Avere  feverely  reftrained  by 
tlie  German  conquerors,  whofc  amufement,  or  rather  paffion,  was 
the  exercife  of  hunting.  The  vague  dominion,  which  Man  has 
alTumed  over  the  wild  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  the  air,  and  the  waters, 
was  confined  to  fome  fortunate  individuals  of  the  human  fpecies. 
Gaul  v»ras  again  overfpread  with  woods  ;  and  the  animals,  who  were 
referved  for  the  ufe,  or  pleafm-e,.  of  the  lord,  might  .ravage,  with. 
impunity,  the  fields  of  his  induftrious  vaiTals.     The  chace  was  the 


9°  The  revolutions  of  the  benefices  and 
ficfs  are  clearly  fixed  by  the  A  be  de  Mably. 
His  accurate  diilinilion  of  times  gives  him  a 
merit  to  which  even  Montefquieu  is  a 
ftranger. 

"'  See  the  SaHc  law  (tit.  Ixii.  in  torn.  iv. 
p.  15O.)•  The  origin  and  nature  of  thefe 
Salic  lands,  which,  in  times  of  ignorance, 
were  perfertly  underftood,  now  perplex  our 
moil  learned  and  fagacious  critics. 


'*  Many  of  the  two  hundred  and  lix  mi- 
racles of  St.  Martin  (Greg.  Turon.  in  Maxi- 
ma Bibliothcca  Patrum,  torn.  xi.  p.  896  — 
932.)  were  repeatedly  performed  to  punifl•. 
facrilege.  Audite  ha;c  omnes  (exclaims  the 
biihop  of  Tours),  potellatem  habentes,  after 
relating,  how  fome  horfes  run  mad,  that  had 
been  turned  into  a  facred  meadow. 

s^  Heinec.  Element.  Jur.  German.  1.  \\.\ 
p.  i.N^-S. 

facred ; 


vitude 
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iacred  privilege  of  the  nobles,  and  their  doineftic  fer\'ants.     Plebeian    ^  ψΑ  ^• 

tranfgreflbrs  were  legally  chaililed  with  ilripes  and  imprifonment '' ;    > . j 

but  in  an  age  which  admitted  a  flight  compofition  for  the  life  of  a 
citizen,  it  was  a  capital  crime  to  deftroy  a  ftag  or  a  wild  bull  within 
the  precindts  of  the  royal  foreils  ^'. 

According -to  the  maxims  of  ancient  war,  the  conqueror  became  Perfonai  fer- 
the  lawful  mafter  of  the  enemy  Avhom  he  had  fubdued  and  fpared '" : 
and  the  fruitful  caufe  of  perfonai  flavery,  which  had  been  almoil 
fupprefl'ed  by  the  peaceful  fovereignty  of  Rome,  was  again  revived 
and  multiplied  by  the  perpetual  hoftilities  of  the  independent  Barba- 
rians. The  Goth,  the  Burgundian,  or  the  Frank,  v^ho  returned 
from  a  fuccefsful  expedition,  dragged  after  him  a  long  train  of  il;ieep, 
of  oxen,  and  of  human  captives,  whom  he  treated  with  the  fame 
brutal  contempt.  The  youths  of  an  elegant  form  and  ingenuous  afpedl, 
were  fet  apart  for  the  domeilic  fervice ;  a  doubtful  fituation,  which 
alternately  expcfed  them  to  the  favourable,  or  cruel,  impulfe  of 
pafiion.  The  ufeful  mechanics  and  fervants  (fmitlis,  carpenters, 
taylors,  fhoemakers,  cooks,  gardeners,  dyers,  and  workmen  in  gold 
and  filver,  &c.)  employed  their  ikill  for  the  ufe,  or  profit,  of  their 
mailer.       But  the  Roman  captives  who  were  deftitute   of  art,  but 

'*  Jonas,  bifliop  of  Orleans  (A.D.  821 —  crat.  1.  i.  c.  4.)  aflerts  the  rights   of  nature, 

826.  Cave,   Hift.   Litteraria,  p.  443.)    cen-  and  expofes  the  cruel  praitice  of  the  twelfth 

fures  the  legal  tyranny  of  the  nobles.     Pro  century.    See  Heineccius,  Elem.  Jur.  Germ, 

feris,    quas   cura  hominuin   non  aluit,    fed  1.  ii.  p.  i.  N"  5  i— 57. 

Deus   in   commune  mortalibus  ad   utendum         '"  The    cuftom   of  enflaving  prifoners   of 

conceiTit,  paupcres  a  potentioribus  fpoliantur,  war  was  totally  e-itinguiflied  in  the  thirteenth 

flagellantur,  ergaftalis  detruduntur,  et  multa  century,  by  the  prevailing  influence  of  Chrifti- 

alia   patiuntur.     Hoc  enim  qui  faciunt,  lege  anity  ;  but  it  might  be  proved,  from  frequent 

mundi  {e  facere  juile  poife  contendant.     De  paflages  of  Gregory  of  Tours,  &c.    that  ic 

Inftitutione   Laicorum,    1.    ii.    c.   23.    apud  was   pradlifed,    without  cenfure,   under    thfc 

ThomalTin,  Difcipune  de  I'Eglife,  torn.  iii.  Merovingian  race ;  and  even  Grotius  himfelf 

p.  1348.  (de  Jure  Belli  et  Pacis,  !.  iii.  c.  7.),  as  Vi'eli 

55  On  a  mere  fufpicion,  Chundo,  a  cham-  as  his  commentator  Barbeyrac,  have  labour- 

berlain  of  Gonu-an,  king  of  Burgundy,  was  ed  to  reconcile  it  with  the  laws  of  nature  and 

ftoned  to  death  (Greg.  Turon.  I.  x.  c.  10.  in  reafon, 
torn.  ii.  p.  369.).     John  of  Saliibury  (Poli- 

4  G  2  -capable 
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CHAP,    carable  of  labour,  were  condemned,  without  regard  to  their  former 
XXXVIII.        '  '  .   '  * 

*— ~v '    rank,  to  tend  the  cattle,  and  cultivate  the  lands  of  the  Barbarians. 

The  number  of  the  hereditary  bondfmen,  who  were  attached  to  the 
Gallic  eftates,  was  continually  increafed  by  new  fupplies  ;  and  the 
fervile  people,  according  to  the  fituation  and  temper  of  their  lords, 
was  fometimes  raifed  by  precarious  indulgence,  and  more  frequently 
deprefled  by  capricious  defpotifm  ^\  An  abfolute  power  of  life  and 
death  was  exercifed  by  thefe  lords  ;  and  when  they  married  their 
daughters,  a  train  of  ufeful  fervants,  chained  on  the  waggons  to 
prevent  their  efcape,  was  fent  as  a  nuptial  prefent  into  a  diftant 
country  ^^  The  majefty  of  the  Roman  laws  protected  the  liberty 
of  each  citizen,  againft  the  rafla  effeds  of  his  own  diftrefs,  or  defpair. 
But  the  fubjefts  of  the  Merovingian  kings  might  alienate  their  per- 
fonal  freedom ;  and  this  a£l  of  legal  fuicide,  which  was  familiarly 
pradlifed,  is  exprefled  in  terms  moft  difgraceful  and  afiiidling  to  the 
dignity  of  human  nature ".  The  example  of  the  poor,  who  purT 
chafed  life  by  the  facrifice  of  all  that  can  render  life  defirable,  was 
■gradually  imitated  by  the  feeble  and  the  devout,  who,  in  times  of 
public  diforder,  pufillanimoufly  crowded  to  fhelter  themfelves  under 
the  battlements  of  a  powei-ful  chief,  and  around  the  fhrine  of  a  po- 
pular faint.  Their  fubmiffion  was  accepted  by  thefe  temporal,  or 
fpiritual,  patrons ;  and  the  hafty  tranfadion  irrecoverably  fixed  their 

"  The  ftate,  profeffions,  &c.  of  the   Ger-  bourhood   of  Paris,  were  forcibly  fent  away 

man,  Italian,  and  Gallic  flaves,   during  the  into  Spain. 

middle  ages,    are  explained   by  Heineccius  ss  Licentiain  habeatis  mihi  qualemcunque 

(Element.  Jur.  Germ.  1.  i.  N°  28 — 47.),Mu-  volueritis  difciplinam  ponerc  ;    vel  venum- 

ratori  (Diflertat.  xiv,  xv.),   Ducange  (Glofi".  dare,  aut  quod  vobis  placuerit  de  me  facere. 

fub  voce  Ser-vi J,  and  the  Abbe  de   Mably  Marculf.  Formul.  1.  ii.  28.  in  torn.  iv.  p.  497. 

(Obfervations,  torn.  ii.  p.  3,&c.  p.  237,  &c.).  The  Fonnula    of  Lindenbrogius    (p.  559.), 

s*  Gregory  of  Tours  (1.  vi.  c.  45.  in  torn,  and  that  of  Anjou  (p.  565.)  are  to  the  fame 

ii.  p.  289.)  relates  a  memorable  example,  in  effeft.     Gregory  of  Tours  (1.  vii.  c.  45.  irv 

which   Chilperic   only    abufed    the   private  tom.  ii.   p.    311.)  fpeaks  of  many  perfons, 

rights  of  a  mailer.     Many  families,  which  who  fold  themfelves  for  bread,  in   a  grea: 

belonged  to  his  domus  fjcalcs,  in  the  neigh-  famine. 

6  own 
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own  condition,  and  that  of  their  lateft  pofterity.  From  the  reign  of  ^  Jiyj^j* 
Clovis,  during  five  fucceifive  centuries,  the  laws  and  manners  of  • — -v— -/ 
Gaul  uniformly  tended  to  promote  the  increafe,  and  to  confirm  the 
duration,  of  perfonal  fervitude.  Time  and  violence  almoft  obliterated 
the  intermediate  ranks  of  foclety ;  and  left  an  obfcure  and  narrow 
interval  between  the  noble  and  the  flave.  This  arbitrary  and 
recent  divifion  has  been  transformed  by  pride  and  prejudice  into  a 
national  diftlnftion,  univerfally  eftabliihed  by  the  arms  and  the  laws 
of  the  Merovingians.  The  nobles,,  who  claimed  their  genuine,  or 
fabulous,  defcent,  from  the  independent  and  victorious  Franks,  have 
aiTerted,  and  abufed,  the  indefeafible  right  of  conqueft,  over  a  pro- 
ftrate  crowd  of  flaves  and  plebeians,  to  whom  they  Imputed  the 
imaginary  dlfgrace  of  a  Gallic,  or  Roman,  extraftlon. 

The  general  ftate  and  revolutions  of  France^  a   name  which  was   Example  of 

.  ,  Auvergne. 

impofed  by  the  conquerors,  may  be  Uluftrated  by  the  particular  ex- 
ample of  a  province,,  a  dlocefe,  or  a  fenatorlal  family.  Auvergne  had 
formerly  maintained  a  juft  pre-eminence  among  the  independent 
ftates  and  cities  of  Gaul.  The  brave  and  numerous  inhabitants  dlf- 
played  a  fingular  trophy  ;  tlie  fword  of  Casfar  himfelf,  which  he  had 
loft  when  he  was  repulfed  before  the  walls  of  Gergovla '°°.  As  the 
common  offspring  of  Troy,  they  claimed  a  fraternal  alliance  with 
the  Romans  '°"  j  and  if  each  province  had  imitated  the  courage  and 
loyalty  of  Auvergne,  the  fall  of  the  Weftern  empire  might  have  been 
prevented,  or  delayed.  They  firmly  maintained  the  fidelity  which 
they  had  reludtantly  fworn  to  the  Vlfigoths ;  but  when  their  braveft 

"^  When  Cafar  favvit,  he  laughed  (Plu-  feven  hundred  men  (de  Bell.  Gallico,  1.  vi. 

tarch.  in  Csfar.  in  torn.  i.   p.  4C9.)  :  yet  he  ^•4+-53•  ^"  torn.  i.  p.  270-272.). 

r       rci  r  f  r-      „  •  Audebant  fe   quondam  fratres    Latio 

relates  his  unfuccefsful  fiege    of  Gergovia,  r        ■       \   τι•  i 

^     ,        °         .   ,  „  dicere,  et  fanguine  ab  Iliaco   populos  com- 

with  lefs    franknefs  than  we  might   expeft  ^^^^^^  ^gy^„_  Apollinar.  1.  vii.  epift.  7.  in 

from  a  great  man  to  whom  viftory  was  fa-  ^^^   j_  ^   ^^^  )_     j  ^^  ^^^  informed  of  the 

miliar.      He  acknowledges,  however,    that  degrees  and   circumftances  of  this   fabulous 

ia  one  attack  he  loft  forty-fix  centurions  and  pedigree. 

nobles 
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CHAP,  nobles  had  fallen  in  the  battle  of  Poitiers,  they  accepted,  without 
^_  -  _  J  rehftance,  a  vidorious  and  catholic  fovertign.  This  eafy  and  va- 
luable ccnqueft  was  atchieved,  and  poflefled,  by  Theodoric,  the 
eldeft  fon  of  Clovis  :  but  the  remote  province  was  feparated  from  his 
Auftrafian  dominions,  by  the  intermediate  kingdoms  of  SoiiTons, 
Paris,  and  Orleans,  which  formed,  after  their  father's  death,  the 
inheritance  of  his  three  brothers.  The  king  of  Paris,  Childebert, 
was  tempted  by  the  neighbourhood  and  beauty  of  Auvergne  '".  The 
Upper  country,  which  rifes  towards  the  fouth  into  the  mountains  of 
the  Cevennes,  prefented  a  rich  and  various  profpedl  of  woods  and 
paftures ;  the  fides  of  the  hills  were  clothed  with  vines,;  -and  each 
eminence  was  crowned  with  a  villa  or  caftle.  In  the  Lovrer  Auvergne, 
the  I'iver  Allier  flows  through  the  fair  and  fpacious  plain  of  Limagne ; 
and  the  inexhauftible  fertility  of  the  foil  fupplied,  and  ftill  fupplies, 
without  any  interval  of  repofe,  the  conftant  repetition  of  the  fame 
harveils  '".  On  the  falfe  report,  that  their  lawful  fovereign  had  been 
fiain  in  Germany,  the  city  and  diocefe  of  AuA^ergne  were  betrayed 
by  the  grandfon  of  Sidonius  Apollinaris.  Childebert  enjoyed  this 
clandeftine  vidory ;  and  the  free  fubjecls  of  Theodoric  threatened  to 
defert  his  ftandard,  if  he  indulged  his  private  refentment,  while  the 
natibn  was  engaged  in  the  Burgundian  war.  But  the  Franks  of 
Auftrafia  foon  yielded  to  the  perfuafive  eloquence  of  their  king. 
"  Follow  me,"  faid  Theodoric,  "  into  Auvergne :  I  wall  lead  you 
"  into  a  province,  where  you  may  acquire  gold,  filver,  flaves,  cattle, 
"  and  precious  apparel,  to  the  full  extent  of  your  wiflies.     I  repeat 

"^^  Either   the  ίιίΛ,  or  fecond,    pnrtiticn  "-^  For  the  tlefcripiion  of  Auvergne,  fee 

nmong  the  fons  of  Clovii,  had  given  Berry  to  Sidonius  (1.  iv.  epift.  2i.  in  torn.  i.  p.  793.), 

Childebert  (Greg.  Turon.  I.  iii.  c.  12.  in  ton),  with  the  notes  of  Savaron  and  Sirmond  (p. 

ii.    p.    19Z.).  '  Velini    (faid  he),  Arvernara  279.    arfd  511   of  their  refpeftive   editions), 

Lsm/inem,  qua:    tanta  jocunditatis  gr?.cia  re-  Boulainvilliers  (Etnt  de   la  France,  toin.  ii. 

fuigcre  dicitur  oculis  cerr.ere.  (1.  iii.   c.  9.  p.  p.  242 — 268.),  and   the  Abbe    de    la    Lon- 

191.).     The  face   of  the  country  was  con-  guerue  (Dcfcription  de  la  France,  part  i.  p. 

cealed  by  a  thick  fog,  when  the  king  of  Paris  133^139•). 


•made  his  entry  into  Clermont. 
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"  my  promire ;  ί  gi\'e  you  th?  people,  and  their  wealth,  as  your  9  ?^  '^  ^• 
"  prey ;  and  you  may  traniport  them  at  pleafure  into  your  own  v_— Iv— -^ 
"  country."  By  the  execution  of  this  promife,  Theodoric  juft- 
ly  forfeited  the  allegiance  of  a  people,  whom  he  devoted  to  de- 
ftrudlion.  His  troops,  .reinforced  by  the  fierceft  Barbarians  of  Ger- 
many '"^y  fpread  defolation  over  the  fruitful  face  of  Auvergne  ;  and 
two  places  only,  a  ftrong  cafile,  and  a  holy  ilirine,  were  faved,  or 
redeemed,  from  their  licentious  fury.  The  caftle  of  Meroliac  '°'  was 
feat-ed  on  a  lofty  rock,  which  rofe  an  hundred  feet  above  the  fur- 
face  of  the  plain  ;  and  a  large  refer  voir  of  freih  water  was  inclofed, 
with  fome  arable  lands,  within  the  circle  of  its  fortifications.  The 
Franks  beheld  with  euAy  and  defpair  this  impregnable  fortrefs :  but 
they  furprifed  a  party  of  fifty  ftragglers ;  and,  as  they  were  oppreiTed  by 
the  number  of  their  captives,  they  fixed,  at  a  trifling  ranfom,  the  al- 
ternative of  life  or  death  for  thefe  wretched  vidlims,  whom  the  cruel 
Barbarians  were  prepared  to  maifacre  on  the  refufal  of  the  garrifon. 
Another  detachment  penetrated  as  far  as  Brivas,  or  Brioude,  where 
the  inhabitants,  with  their  valuable  effedls,  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
ianiluary  of  St.  Julian.  The  doors  of  the  church  refifted  the  aflault; 
but  a  daring  foldier  entered  through  a  window  of  the  choir,  and 
opened  a  paiTage  to  his  companions.  The  clergy  and  people,  the 
facred  and  the  profane  fpoils,  were  rudely  torn  from  the  altar ;  and 
the  facrilegious  divifion  was  made  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  town 
of  Brioude.  -  But  this  a£t  of  impiety  was  feverely  chaftifed  by  the 
devout  fon  of  Cloyis.     He  puniihed  with  death  the  moil  atrocious 

"*  Furorem   gentium,    quae  de  ulteriore  nediiline  editors  of  Gregory  of  Tours   (in 

Rheni  amnis  parte  vencrant,    Aiperare  non  torn.  ii.  p.  192.)  have  fixed  this  fortrefs  at  a 

poterat  (Greg.  Turon.  1.  iv.  c.  50.  in  tom.ii.  place  named  ΟαβεΙ  Merliac,   two  miles  from 

229.),  was   the   excufe  of  another   king   of  Maiiriac,  in  the  Upper  Auvergne.     In   this 

Aulirafia  (A.  D.  574.),  for  the  ravages  which  defcription,    I    tranflate  infra  as   if  I  read 

his  troops  committed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  intra ;  the  two   prepofuions  are  perpetually 

?aris.  confounded  by  Gregory,  or  his  tranfcribers  j 

"*5  From  the  name  and  fitiiation,  the  Be-  and  the  fenfe  muft  always  decide. 

offenders  j 


talu; 
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CHAP,    offenders  ;  left  their  fecret  accomplices  to  the  vengeance  of  St.  Julian ; 

XXXVIIi.  . 

^_.  -.—  _'i    releafed  the  captives  ;  reilorcd  the  plunder ;  and  extended  the  rights 

of  fandtuary,  five  miles  round  the  fepulchrc  of  the  holy  martyr  "'. 
Story  of  At-  Before  the  Auftrafian  army  retreated  from  Auvergne,  Theodoric 
exacSed  fome  pledges  of  the  future  loyalty  of  a  people,  vv^hofe  juft 
hatred  could  be  reftrained  only  by  their  fear.  A  feledt  band  of  noble 
youths,  the  fons  of  the  principal  fenators,  was  delivered  to  the  con- 
queror, as  the  hoftages  of  the  faith  of  Childebert,  and  of  their 
countrymen.  On  the  firft  rumour  of  war,  or  confpiracy,  thefe 
guiltlefs  youths  were  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  fervitude  ;  and  one  of 
them.  Attains  '°\  whofe  adventures  are  more  particularly  related, 
kept  his  mailer's  horfes  in  the  diocefe  of  Treves.  After  a  painful 
fearch,  he  was  difcovered,  in  this  unworthy  occupation,  by  the 
emiffaries  of  his  grandfather,  Gregory  biihop  of  Langres  ;  but  his 
'  offers  of  ranfom  were  fternly  rejeded  by  the  avarice  of  the  Barbarian, 
who  required  an  exorbitant  fum  of  ten  pounds  of  gold  for  the  free- 
■dom  of  his  noble  captivt.  His  -deliverance  was  effected  by  the 
hardy  ffratagem  of  Leo,  a  flave  belonging  to  the  kitchens  of  the 
bifliop  of  Langres  '°\  An  unknown  agent  eafily  introduced  him  into 
the  fame  family.  The  Barbarian  purchafed  Leo  for  the  price  of 
twelve  pieces  of  gold .;  and  was  pleafed  to  learn,  that  he  was  deeply 

'°^  See   thefe  revolutions,    and  wars,    of  error,  which    cannot  be  imputed   to    igno- 

Auvergne,  in  Gregory  of  Tours  (I.  ii.  c.  37.  ranee,   is  excufed,   in    fome  degree,  by  its 

in  tom.  ii.  p.  183.  and  1.  iii.  c.  9.  12,   13.  own   magnitude. 

p.  191,  192.    de  Miraculis  St.  Julian,  c.  13.         '"^  This  Gregory,  the  gpeat  grandfather  of 

in  com.  ii.  p.  466.).     He  frequently  betrays  Gregory  of  Tours  (in  toni.ii.  p.  197.  490.), 

his   extraordinary    attention    to    his    native  lived  ninety-two  years;  of  which  he   pafled 

country.  forty,  as  count  of  Autun,   and  thirty-two,  as 

'°'  The  ftory  of  Attalus  is  related  by  Gre-  biihop  of  Langres.     According  to  the  poet 

gory  of  Tours  (I.  iii^  c.   16.  in  tom.il.  p.  Fortunatus,  he  difplayed  equal  merit  in  thefe 

igj—igj.).      His  editor,  the  P,  Ruinart,  different  ftations. 

confounds  this  Attalus,    who  was  a  youth         Nobilis  antiquii  decurrens  prole  parentum, 
(puerj  in  the  year  532,  with  a  friend  of  Si-  Nobilior  geftis,  nunc  fuper  ailra  manet. 

donius  of  the  fame  name,  who  was  count  of        Arbiter  ante  ferox,  dein  pius  ipfe  facerdos, 
Autun,  fifty  or  fi.xty  years  before.     Such  an  Quos  domuit  judex,  fovet  amore  patris. 

Ikilled 
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Ikill.ed  in  the  luxury  of  an  epifcopal  table:  "  Next  Sunday,"  faid    ^;  I-J  A  P. 

the  Frank,  "  I   ihall  invite  my  neighbours,  and   kinfmen.     Exert    ν >-  ■-> 

*'  thy  art,  and  force  them  to  confefs,  that  they  have  never  feen,  or 
"  tailed,  fuch  an  entertainment,  even  in  the  king's  houfe."  Leo 
affured  him,  that,  if  he  would  provide  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
poultry,  his  Λν1ί1ιε8  ihould  be  fatished.  The  mafter,  who  already 
afpired  to  the  merit  of  elegant  hofpitality,  aflumed,  as  his  own,  the 
praife  which  the  voracious  guefts  unanimoufly  bellowed  on  his  cook; 
and  the  dexirousLeo  infenfibly  acquired  the  truft  and  management  of 
his  houfehold.  After  the  patient  expedlatlon  of  a  whole  year,  he  cau~ 
tioufly  whifpered  his  defign  to  Attalus,  and  exhorted  him  to  prepare  for 
flight  in  the  enfuing  night.  At  the  hour  of  midnight,  the  intemperate 
gueils  retired  from  table  ;  and  the  Frank's  fon-in-law,  whom  Leo  at- 
tended to  his  apartment  with  a  nodlurnal  potation,  condefcended 
to  jell  on  the  facility  v/ith  which  he  might  betray  his  truil.  The  in- 
trepid ilave,  after  fuilainirtg  this  dangerous  raillery,  entered  his 
maftcr's  bed-chamber ;  removed  his  fpear  and  ihield ;  filently  drew 
the  fleeteil  horfcs  from  the  liable  ;  unbarred  the  ponderous  gates  ; 
and  excited  Attalus  to  fave  his  life  and  liberty  by  inceflant  diligence. 
Their  apprehenfions  urged  them  to  leave  their  horfes  on  the  banks  of 
the  Meufe '°' ;  they  fwam  the  river,  wandered  three  days  in  the 
adjacent  foreft,  and  fubfiiled  only  by  the  accidental  difcovery  of  a 
wild  plum-tree.  As  they  lay  concealed  in  a  dark  thicket,  they 
heard  the  noife  of  horfes ;  they  were  terrified  by  the  angry  coun- 
tenance of  their  mailer,  and  they  anxioufly  liilened.  to  his  declara- 
tion, that,  if  he  could  feize  the  guilty  fugitives,  one  of  them  he 
would  cut  in  pieces  with  his  fword,  and  would  expofe  the  other  on  a 
gibbet.    At  length,  Attalus,  and  his  faithful  Leo,  reached  the  friendly 

■°'  As  M.  de  Valcis,  and  the  P.  Ruinart,  the  alteration.  Yet,  after  fome  examination 
are  determined  to  change  the  Mo/f//^  of  the  of  the  topography,  I  could  defend  the  corn- 
text  into  Mofa,  it  becomes  me  to  acquiefce  in     mon  reading. 

Vol.  III.  4  Η  habitation 
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CHAP,    habitation  of  a  prefbyter  of  Rheims,  who  recruited   their   falntlni; 
XXXVIII  r  /  '  ^ 

^__     ^-     _".    ftrcngth  with  bread   and  wine,  concealed  them  from  the  fearch  of 

their  enemy,  and  liifely  conduded  them,  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
Auftrafian  kingdom,  to  the  epifcopal  palace  of  Langres.  Gregory 
embraced  his  grandfon  Avith  tears  of  joy,  gratefully  delivered  Leo, 
■with  his  whole  family,  from  the  yoke  of  fervitude,  and  beftowed  on 
him  the  property  of  a  form,  where  he  might  end  his  days  in  hap- 
pinefs  and  freedom.  Perhaps  this  fjngular  adventure,  which  is. 
marked  with  fo  many  circumftances  of  truth  and  nature,  was  related 
by  Attains  himfelf,  to  his  coufm,  or  nephew,  the  firft  hiftoriaa  of 
the  Franks.  Gregory  of  Tours  "°  was  born  about  fixty  years  after 
the  death  of  Sidonius  Apollinaris;  and  their  fituatlon  was  almoft 
fimilar,  fmce  each  of  them  was  a  native  of  Auvergne,  a  fenator,  and 
a  biihop.  Tlie  diiference  of  their  ftyle  and  fentiments  may,  there- 
fore, exprefs  the  decay  of  Gaul;  and  clearly  afcertain  how  much,^ 
in  fo  fhort  a  fpace,  the  human  mind  had  loil  of  its  energy  and  re- 
finement '". 
Privileges  of  Wg  are  now  qualified  to  defpife  the  oppofite,  and,  perhaps,  art- 
©f  Gaul.  fal,  mifreprefentations,  which  have  foftened,  or  exaggerated,  tha- 
oppreifion  of  the  Romans  of  Gaul  under  the  reign  of  the  Merovin- 
gians. The  conquerors  never  promulgated  any  univcrfal  edi«it  of 
fervitude,  or  confifcation :  but  a  degenerate  people,  who  excufed 
their   weaknefs  by   the  fpecious    names    of  politenefs  and  ρεαςε,, 

"°  The   parents  of  Gregory  (Gregorius  ab  urbibus  Gallicanis- liberallnra  cnltur.i  li' 

Floreiuius   Georgiiis),  were  of  noble  extrac-  terarum,   &c.  (in  pr.xfat.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  ij/.), 

tion  ^«Λ/Λ/ί'ί/ίί..  .///«/?ί•ί^Λ  and  tlveypoffefied'  is  the  complaint  of  Gregory  himfelf,  which 

large  eftates  (latifundia)   both  in   Auvergne  he  fully  verifies  by  his  own  work.     His  ftyle 

and  Burgundy.      He  was  born  in  the  year  is  equally  devoid  of  elegance  and  funplicity. 

539,  was  confecrated  biihop  of  Tours  in  573,  In  a  confpicuous  ftation  he  dill  remained  a 

and  died  in  593,, or  595,  foon  after  he  had  ftranger  to  his  own  age  and  country ;  and  in 

terminated  his  hillory.    See  his  Life  by  OJo,  a  proIi.\  work   (the  five   laft   books    contain 

abbot  of  Cliitjny  (in  torn.  ii.  p.  129  —  135.),  ten  years)  he  has  omitted  almo!t  everything 

and  a  new  Life  in  the  Memoires  de  TAcade-  that  pofterity  deGres  to  learn.     I  have  tedi- 

mie,  &c.   torn,  x.xvi.  p.  598  — 637.  ouily  acquired,  by  a  painful  perufal,  the  right 

Hi  DeceJcnte  atque  immopotiuspereunte  of  pronouncing  this  unfavourable  fentcnce. 

5  was, 
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"»\'a5  expofed  to  the  arms  and  laws  of  the  ferocious  Barbarians,  who    ^J1  )  ^• 

ΧΧΛ- 1  ΐίΐ» 

contemptuoully  infulted  their  poiTeflions,  tlieir  freedom,  and  their  v— .—.^.,^ 
fafety.  Their  perfonal  injuries  were  partial  and  irregular;  but  the 
great  body  of  the  Romans  furvived  the  revolution,  and  ftill  preferred 
the  property,  and  privileges,  of  citizens.  A  large  portion  of  their 
lands  was  exadled  for  the  ufe  of  the  Franks :  but  they  enjoyed  the 
remainder,  exempt  from  tribute"^;  and  the  fame  irrefiftible  violence 
which  fwept  away  the  arts  and  manufactures  of  Gaul,  deftroyed  the 
elaborate  and  expenfive  fyitem  of  Imperial  defpotifm.  The  Provin- 
cials muft  frequently  deplore  the  favage  jurifprudence  of  the  Salic 
•or  Ripuarian  laws ;  but  their  private  life,  in  the  important  concerns 
of  marriage,  teftaments,  or  inheritance,  was  ftill  regulated  by  the 
Theodoiian  Code ;  and  a  difcontented  Roman  might  freely  afpire,  or 
•defcend,  to  the  title  and  chara£ter  of  a  Barbarian.  The  honours  of 
the  ftate  were  acceifible  to  his  ambition :  the  education  and  temper  of 
the  Romans  more  peculiaiiy  qualified  them  for  the  offices  of  clvii 
.governmeRt;  and,  as  foon  as  emulation  had  rekindled  their  military 
ardour,  they  were  permitted  to  march  in  the  ranks,  or  even  at  the 
■head,  of  the  victorious  Germans.  I  ihall  not  attempt  to  enumerate 
•the  generals  and  magiftrates,  whofe  names  '"  atteft  the  liberal  policy 
of  the  Merovingians.  The  fupreme  command  of  Burgundy,  with 
the  title  of  patrician,  was  fucceifively  entrufted  to  three  Romans; 
and  the  laft,   and  moft  powerful,  Mummolus"*,  who  alternately 

"'  The  Abbe  de  Mably  (torn.  i.  p.  247  man,  extraftion    (1.  vi.    c.   11.    in   torn.  il. 

—  267)  has  diligently  confirmed  this  opinion  p.  273.);  and  Claudius,  aBarbarian  (I.  vii. 

of  the  prefident  de  Montefquieu   (Efprit  des  c.  29.  p.  303,). 
Loix,  1.  XXX.  c.  13.).  "+  Eunius  Mummolus  is  repeatedly  men- 

''^  See  Dubos,  Hill.  Critique  de  la  Mo-  tioned  by  Gregory  of  Tours,  from  the  fourth 

narchie  Francoife,  torn.   ii.  1.   vi.  c.  9,  10.  (c.  42.  p.   224.)   to   the  feventh  (c.  40.  p. 

The  French  antiquarians  eilablifn  as  a  frhi-  310.)    book.     The   computation  by  talents 

■cifle,  that  the  Romans  and  Barbarians  may  is  fmgular  enough  ;  but  if  Gregory  attached 

be  diilinguifoed  by  their  names.   Their  names  any  meaning  to  that  obfolete  word,  the  trea- 

undoubtedly  form  a  leaConahle  pre/iimftion ;  fures   of  Mummolus   muft    have    exceeded 

yet  in  reading  Gregory  of  Tours,    I  have  100,000 1.  fterling. 
obfervcd  Gondulfus,  of  Seiiatorian,  or  Ro- 

4  Η  2  faved 
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CHAP,    faved  and  dlilurbcd  the  monarchy,  had  fupplanted  his  father  in  the 

V V J    ftation  of  count  of  Autun,  and  left  a  treafure  of  thirty  talents  of  gold» 

and  two  hundred  and  fifty  talents  of  filver.  The  fierce  and  illiterate 
Barbarians  Avere  excluded,  during  feveral  generations,  from  the,  dig- 
nities, and  even  from  the  orders,  of  the  church  "'.  The  clergy  of 
Gaul  confifted  almofi:  entirely  of  native  Provincials ;  the  haughty 
Franks  fell  proftrate  at  the  feet  of  their  fubjedts,  who  were  dignified 
with  the  epifcopal  character ;  and  the  power  and  riches  which  had 
been  loil  in  war,  were  infenfibly  recovered  by  fuperftition  "*.  In  all 
temporal  affairs,  the  Theodofian  Code  was  the  univerfal  law  of  the 
clergy ;  but  the  Barbaric  jurifprudence  had  liberally  provided  for 
their  perfonal  fafety:  a  fub-deacon  was  equivalent  to  two  Franks; 
the  afitfiiflion^  and  prieft,  were  held  in  fimilar  eflimation ;  and  the 
life  of  a  bifhop  was  appreciated  far  above  the  common  ftandard,  at 
the  price  of  nine  hundred  pieces  of  gold  '".  The  Romans  commu- 
nicated to  their  conquerors  the  ufe  of  the  Chrifi:ian  religion  and  Latin 
language"':  but  their  language  and  their  religion  had  alike  dege- 
nerated from  the  fimple  purity  of  the  Auguftan,  and  Apoftolic,  age. 
The  progrefs  of  fuperftition  and  Barbarifm  was  rapid  and  uniA'^CTfal : 
the  worihip  of  the  faints  concealed  from  vulgar  eyes  the  God  of  the 
Chriftians ;  and  the  ruftic  diale£l  of  peafants  and  foldiers  was  cor- 

"'  See  Fleury,  Difcours  iii.  Tur  I'Hiftoire  Yet  Prstextatus,  archbifliop  of  Rouen,  was 

Ecclefiailique.  aiTailinated  by  the  order  ot"  queen  Fredegun- 

"•  The  bifhop  of  Tours  himfelf  has  re-  dis,  before-  the  altar  (Greg.  Turon.  1.  viii. 

corded  the  complaint  of  Chilperic,  thegrand-  c.  31.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  326.). 
fon  of  Clovis.     Ecce  pauper  remanfit  Fifcus         "*  M.  Bonamy  (Mem.  de  I'Academie  des 

nofter;  ecce  divitiae  nollra;  ad  ecclefias  funt  Infcriptions,  torn.   xxiv.  p.   5S2— 670.)    has 

tranilatx :    nulli   penitus    nifi    foli    Epifcopi  afcertained     the    Lingua     Romana    RtiflUa, 

regnant  (1.  vi.  c.  46.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  291.).  which,  througli  the  medium  of  the  Λολ»λ««, 

'"  Sec  the  Ripuarian   Code    (tit.  xxxvi.  has  gradually  been  ptliibcd  into  the  aftual 

in  torn.  iv.  p.  241.).      The  Salic  law  does  form  of  the  French  language.     Under  the 

not  provide  for  the  fafety  of  the  clergy ;  and  Carlovingian  race,   the  kings  and  nobles  of 

«e  might  fuppofe,  on  the  behalf  of  the  more  France  ftill  underftood  the   dialed  of  their 

civilized   tribe,  that   they  had  not   forefeen  German  ancellors. 


fuch  ah  impious  aft  as  the  murder  of  a  prieft. 


rupted 
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rupted  by  a  Teutonic  idiom  and  pronunciation.     Yet  fuch  intercourfe   9,Ji,^„^* 

of  facred  and  ibcial  communion,  eradicated  the  diftinftions  of  birth    * ^ » 

and  victory ;  and  the  nations  of  Gaul  were  gradually  confounded 
luider  the  name  and  government  of  the  Franks. 

The  Franks,  after  they  mingled  with  their  Gallic  fubjefts,  might  Anarchy  of 
have  imparted  the  moft  valuable  of  liuman  gifts,  a  fpirit,  and  fyftem, 
of  conftitutional  liberty.  Under  a  king,  hereditary  but  limited, 
the  chiefs  and  counfellors  might  have  debated,  at  Paris,  in  the  palace 
of  the  Caefars  :  the  adjacent  field,  where  tire  emperors  reviewed  their 
mercenary  legions,  would  have  admitted  the  legiilative  aflembly  of 
freemen  and  waiTiors  ;  and  the  rude  model,  which  had  been  ikctched 
in  the  woods  of  Germany  "',  might  have  been  poiiflied  and  im- 
proved by  the  civil  wifdom  of  the  Romans.  But  the  cairelefs  Barba- 
rians, fecure  of  their  perfonal  independence,  difdained  the  labour  of 
government:  the  annual  aflemblies  of  the  month  of  March  were 
filently  aboliihed ;  and  the  nation  was  feparated,  and  almoft  dif- 
folved,  by  the  conqueft  of  Gaul  "°.  The  monarchy  was  left  without 
any  regular  eftabiiiliment  of  juftice,  of  arms,  or  of  revenue.  The 
fuccftfTors  of  Clovis  wanted  refolution  to  aiTume,  qx  ftrength  to  exer- 
cife,  the  legiflative  and  executive  powers,  which  the  people  had 
abdicated :  the  royal  prerogative  was  diftinguiihed  only  by  a  more 
ample  privilege  of  rapine  and  murder ;  and  the  love  of  freedom,  fo 
often  im'igorated  and  difgraced  by  private  ambition,  was  reduced, 
among  the  licentious  Franks,  to  the  contempt  of  order,  and  the  de- 
fire  of  impunity.  Seventy-five  years  after  the  death  of  Clovis,  his 
grandfon,  Gontran,  king  of  Burgundy,  fent  an  army  to  invade  the 
Gothic  poffeflions   of  Septimania,   or  Languedoc.      The  troops  of 

"»  Ce  beau  fyfteme  a  ete  trouve  dans  les  feem  that  the  inilitution  of  national  aflem- 

bois.     MoBtefquieu,  Efprit  des  Loix,  1.  xi.  blies,  which  are  coeval  with  the  French  na- 

c.  6.  tion,  have  never  been  congenial -to  its  tem- 

"°  See  the  Abbe  de  Mably.      Obferva-  per. 
tions,  &c.    torn,   i.    p.    34—56.    It   ihould 

1  '  Burgundy, 
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CHAP.  Burgundy,  Berry,  Auvergne,  and  the  adjacent  territories,  -v^'ere  ex- 
■  -,-  '.  cited  by  the  hopes  of  fpoil.  They  marched,  without  difcipline, 
under  the  banners  of  German,  or  Gallic,  counts  :  their  attack  was 
feeble  and  unfuccefsful ;  but  the  friendly  and  hoftile  provinces  were 
defolated  with  indifcrlminate  rage.  The  corn-fields,  the  villages, 
the  churches  themfelves,  were  confumed  by  fire ;  the  inhabitants 
were  mafllicred,  or  dragged  into  captivity  ;  and,  in  the  diforderly 
retreat,  five  thoufand  of  thefe  Inhuman  favages  were  deftroyed  by 
hunger  or  inteftine  difcord.  When  the  pious  Gontran  reproached 
the  guilt,  or  negled,  of  their  leaders  ;  and  threatened  to  inflift,  not 
a  legal  fentence,  but  inftant  and  arbitrary  execution  ;  they  accufed 
the  univerfal  and  incurable  corruption  of  the  people.  "  No  one," 
they  faid,  "  any  longer  fears  or  refpeds  his  king,  his  duke,  or  his 
*'  count.  Each  man  loves  to  do  evil,  and  freely  indulges  his  cn- 
*'  minal  inclinations.  The  moft  gentle  corretition  provokes  an  im- 
"  mediate  tumult ;  and  the  raih  magiftrate,  who  prefumes  to  cenfure, 
"  or  reftrain,  his  feditious  fubjedls,  feldom  efcapes  alive  from  their 
*'  revenge  "'."  It  has  been  referved  for  the  fame  nation  to  expofe, 
by  their  intemperate  vices,  the  '  moil  odious  abule  of  freedom ;  and 
to  fupply  its  lofs  by  the  fpirit  of  honour  and  humanity,  w^hich  now 
alleviates  and  dignifies  their  obedience  to  an  abfolute  fovereign. 
TheVifi-  The  Vifigoths  had  refigned  to  Clovis  the  greateft  part  of  their 

gothsof  Gallic  poiTeiiions;  but  their  lofs  was  amply  compenfated  by  the 
eafy  conqueft,  and  fecurc  enjoyment,  of  the  provinces  of  Spain. 
From  the  monarchy  of  the  Goths,  which  foon  involved  the  Suevic 
kingdom  of  Galicia,  the  modern  Spaniards  ftill  derive  fome  national 
vanity:  but  the  hiftorian  of  the  Roman  Empire  is  neither  invited, 

"'  Gregory  of  Tours  (1.  viii.  c.  30.  in  vitate  vitoe  veHr.r,  cmendare  conatur,  ilatim 

torn.  ii.  p•  325»  326.)  relates,  with  much  in-  feditio  in  populo,  ilatim  tumultus  exoritur, 

difference,   the  crimes,  the  reproof,  and  the  et  in  tantum   unufqiiifque  contra  feniorem, 

apology.     Nullus  Regemir.etuit,  nullusDu-  fxva  intentione   graflatur,  ut  vix  fe  ciedat 

cem,  nullus  Comitem  reveretur;  et  fi  for-  evaderc,  fi  tandem  filcre  neqiiiverit. 
tailis  alicui  ilia  difpliccnt,  et  ea,  pro  longa:- 

nor 
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nor  compelled,  to  purfue  the  obfcure  and  barren  feries  of  their  an-  CHAP. 
nals  '".  The  Goths  of  Spain  were  feparated  from  the  reft  of  man-  « — — v— > 
kind,  by  the  lofty  ridge  of  the  Pyrensean  mountains :  their  manners 
and  inftitutions,  as  far  as  they  were  common  to  tlie  Germanic  tribes, 
have  been  already  explained.  I  have  anticipated,  in  the  preceding 
chapter,  the  moft  important  of  their  ecclellaftical  events,,  the  fall  of 
Arianifm,  and  the  perfecution  of  the  Jews:  and  it  only  remains  to 
obferve  fome  interefting  circumlcauces,  which  relate  to  the  civil•  and 
ecclefiailical  conftitution  of  the  Spaniih.  kingdom. 

After  their  converfion  from  idolatry  or  herefy^  the  Franks  and  the  Legifladve 
Vifigoths  were  Sifpofed  to  embrace,  with  equal  fubmiffion,  the  in-  if^^^^ 
herent  evils,  and  the,  accidental  benefits,  of  fuperflition.  But  the 
prelates  of  France,  long  before  the  extindion  of  the  Meravingiaa 
race,  had  degenerated  into  fighting  and  hunting  Barbarians.  They 
difdained  the  ufe  of  fynods ;  forgot  the  lav/s  of  temperance  and  cha- 
flity;  and  preferred  the  indulgence  of  private  ambition  and  luxury, 
to  the  general  intereft  of  the  facerdotal  profeflion  "'\  The  bifhops 
of  Spain  refpeded  thcmfelves,  and  were  refpedied  by  the  public : 
their  indiifoluble  union  difguifed  their  vices,  and  confirmed  their  au- 
thority J  and  the  regular  difciplins  of  the  church  introduced  peace,. 
order,  and  ftability  into  the  government  of  the  ftate.  From  the  reign 
of  Recared,  the  firft  Catholic  king,  to  that  of  Witiza,  the  imme- 
diate predeceiTor  of  the  unfortunate  Roderic,  fixteen  national  councils 
were  fucceifively  convened.  The  fix  Metropolitans,  Toledo,  Seville, 
Merida,  Braga,  Tarragona,  and  Narbonne,  prefided  according  to 
their  refpedive  feniority;  the  afTcmbly  was  compofed  of  their  fuf- 

'--  Spain,  in  thefe  dark  ages,  Kas  been  '^^  Such  are  the  complaints  cf  St.  Boni- 
peculiarly  unfortunate.  The  Franks  had  a  face,  the  apoftle  of  Germany,  and  the  re- 
Gregory  of  Tours  ;  the  Saxons,  or  Angles,  former  of  Gaul  (in  torn.  iv.  p.  94.).  The 
a  Bede  ;  the  Lombards  a  Paul  Warnefrid,  fourfcofe  years,  which  he  deplores,  of  licence 
Sec.  Bet  the  hillory  of  the  Vifigoths  is  con-  and  corruption,  would  feem  to  infinuate  that 
tained  in  the  fhort  and  imperfeft  chronicles  the  Barbarians  were  admitted  into  the  clergy 
of  Ifidore  of  Sevillcj  and  John  of  Bidar.  about  the  year  66<>. 

frasani 
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CHAP,  fragan  blihops,  who  appeared  in  perfon,  or  by  their  proxies;  and  a 
^  .^,-  ..»  place  was  affigned  to  the  moft  holy,  or  opulent,  of  the  Spaniih  ab- 
bots. During  the  firft  three  days  of  the  convocation,  as  long  as  they 
agitated  the  ecclefiaftical  queftions  of  dodrine  and  difcipline,  the 
profane  laity  was  excluded  from  their  debates;  v/hich  were  con- 
duiled,  liowever,  with  decent  folemnity.  But,  on  the  morning  of 
the  fourth  day,  the  doors  were  thrown  open  for  the  entrance  of  the 
great  officers  of  the  palace,  the  dukes  and  counts  of  tlie  provinces, 
-  the  judges  of  the  cities,  and  the  Gothic  nobles:  and  the  decrees  of 
Heaven  were  ratified  by  the  confent  of  the  people.  The  fame  rules 
were  obferved  in  the  provincial  aflemblies,  the  annual  fynods  which 
were  empowered  to  hear  complaints,  and  to  redrefs  grievances ;'  and 
a  legal  governrnent  was  fupported  by  the  prevailing  influence  of  the 
Spaniili  clergy.  The  biihops,  who,  in  each  revolution,  were  prepared 
to  flatter  the  vidlorious,  and  to  iniult  the  proftrate,  laboured,  vvath 
diligence  and  fuccefs,  to  kindle  the  flames  of  perfecution,  and  to 
exalt  the  mitre  above  the  crov/n.  Yet  the  national  councils  of 
Toledo,  in  which  the  free  fpirit  of  the  Barbarians  was  tempered  and 
guided  by  epifcopal  policy,  have  eilabliihed  fome  prudent  laws  for 
the  common  benefit  of  the  king  and  people.  The  vacancy  of  the 
throne  was  fupplied  by  the  choice  of  the  biiliops  and  Palatines ; 
and,  after  the  failure  of  the  line  of  Alaric,  the  regal  dignity  was  iiill 
limited  to  the  pure  and  noble  blood  of  the  Goths.  The  clergy,  who 
anointed  their  lawful  prince,  always  i-ecommended,  and  fometimes 
praitifed,  the  duty  of  allegiance  :  and  the  fpiritual  cenfures  were  de- 
nounced on  the  heads  of  the  impious  fubjefts,  who  iliould  refift  his 
authority,  confpire  againfl:  his  life,  or  violate,  by  an  indecent  union, 
the  chaftity  even  of  his  widow.  But  the  monarch  himfelf,  when  he 
afcended  the  throne,  was  bound  by  a  reciprocal  oath  to  God  and  his 
people,  that  he  would  faithfully  execute  his  important  truft.  The 
real  or  imaginary  faults  of  his  adminiftration  were  fubjed  to  the  con- 

troul 
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"croul  of  a  pOM'erful  ariflocracy ;  and  the  bifliops  and  palatines  were  y  Jlyjii ' 

.guarded  by  a  fundamental  privilege,  that  they  ihould  not  be  degrad-    * — -v ' 

ed,  imprifoned,  tortured,   nor  puniihed  with  death,  exile,  or  con- 
fifcation,  unlefs  by  the  free  and  public  judgment  of  their  peers  "*. 

One  of  thefe  legiflative  councils  of  Toledo,  examined  and  ratified  Code  cf  ti.e 

°    ,  ,      Vifigoths. 

the  code  of  laws  which  had  been  compiled  by  a  fucceffion  of  Gothic 
-kings,  from  the  fierce  Euric,  to  the  devout  Egica.  As  long  as  the 
Vifigoths  themfelves  were  fatisfied  with  the  rude  cuftoms  of  their 
anceftors,  they  indulged  their  fubjedts  of  Aquitain  and  Spain  in  the 
■enjoyment  of  the  Roman  law.  Their  gradual  improvement  in  arts,  in 
policy,  and  at  length  in  religion,  encouraged  them  to  imitate,  and 
to  fuperfede,  thefe  foreign  inftitutions ;  and  to  compofe  a  code  of 
civil  and  criminal  jurifprudence,  for  the  ufe  of  a  great  and 
united  people.  The  fame  obligations,  and  the  fame  privileges, 
.were  communicated  to  the  nations  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy  :  and  the 
conquerors,  infenfibly  renouncing  the  Teutonic  idiom,  fubmitted  to 
the  reilraints  of  equity,  and  exalted  the  Romans  to  the  participation 
of  freedom.  The  merit  of  this  impartial  policy  was  enhanced  by 
the  fituation  of  Spain,  under  the  reign  of  the  Vifigoths.  The  Pro- 
-\'lncials  wxre  long  feparated  from  their  Arian  mailers,  by  the  iire- 
concilable  difference  of  religion.  After  the  converfion  of  Recared 
.  had  removed  the  prejudices  of  the  Catholics,  the  coafts,  both  of  the 
"Ocean  and  Mediterranean,  were  ftill  poflefled  by  the  Eaftern  empe- 
rors ;  who  fecretly  excited  a  difcontented  people,  to  rejeft  the  yoke 
of  the  Barbarians,  and  to  aifert  the  name  and  dignity  of  Roman 
citizens.  The  allegiance  of  doubtful  fubjedls  is  indeed  mof!:  effec- 
tually fecured  by  their  own  perfuafion,  that  they  hazard  more  in  a 

"+  The  adls  of  the  councils  of  Toledo  are  17,  i8.  vii.  i.  xiii.  2,  3.  6.).     I  have  found 

ftill  the  moft  authentic  reccnds  of  the  church  Mafcou  (Hill,  of  the  ancient  Germans,  xv. 

and   conftitution   cf  Spain.     The   following  29.  and  Annotations,  xxvi.  and  xxxiii.)  and 

paffages  are  particular]/  important  (iii.  17,  Ferreras  (Hift.  Generale  de  I'Efpagne,  torn, 

jg.iv.  75.  V.  2,  3,  4,  5.  8.  vi.  1 1,. 12,13,  14.  ii.)  very  ufeful  and  accurate  guides. 

Vol.  III.  4  I  revolt, 


6io  THE    DECLINE    AND    FALL 

XXXV  H*    ''^^'^^^  ^^^^  ^^^y  ^^^  hope  to  obtain  by  a  revolution;  but  it  has 
\..— V- — '    appeared  fo  natural  to  opprefs  thofe  whom  we  hate  and  fear,  that 
the  contrary  fyftem  well  deferves  the  praife  of  wifdom  and  modera- 
tion ''\ 
Revolution  While  the  kingdoms  of  the  Franks  and  Vifigoths  were  eftabliflied 

in  Gaul  and  Spain,  the  Saxons  atchieved  the  conqueft  of  Britain,  the 
third  great  diocefe  of  the  Prsefedlure  of  the  Weft.  Since  Britain  was 
already  feparated  from  the  Roman  empire,  I  might,  without  re- 
proach, decline  a  ftory,  familiar  to  the  moft  illiterate,  and  obfcure  to 
the  moft  learned,  of  my  readers.  The  Saxons,  who  excelled  in  the 
ufe  of  the  oar,  or  the  battle-axe,  were  ignorant  of  the  art  which 
could  alone  perpetuate  the  fame  of  their  exploits :  the  Provincials, 
relapfmg  into  Barbarifm,  negledled  to  defcribe  the  ruin  of  their  coun- 
try; and  the  doubtful  tradition  was  almoft  extinguiihed,  before  the 
miffionaries  of  Rome  reftored  the  light  of  fcience  and  Chriftianity. 
The  declamations  of  Gildas,  the  fragments,  or  fables,  of  Nennius, 
the  obfcure  hints  of  the  Saxon  laws  and  chronicles,  and  the  ecclefia- 
ftical  tales  of  the  venerable  Bede  "*,  have  been  illuftrated  by  the 
diligence,  and  fometimes  embelliihed  by  the  fai^cy,  of  fucceeding 
writers,  whofe  works  I  am  not  ambitious  either  to  cenfure,  or  to 
tranfcribe  "".     Yet  the  hiftorian  of  the  empire  may  be  tempted  to 

"5  The  CoJe  of  the  Vifigoths,  regularly  Gale.     Bede  Hift.  Ecclefiaft.  Gentis  Anglo- 

,         divided  into  twelve  books,  has  been  correilly  rum,  I.  i.  c.   12  — 16.   p.  49  —  53.  c.   22.  p. 

publifhed  by  Dom  Bouquet    (in  toin.  iv.  p.  58.  edit.  Smith.     Chron.  Saxonicum,  p.  1 1 

»73 — 460.).     It  has  been  treated  by  the  pre-  — 23,  Sec.  edit.  Gibfon.     The  Arigio-Saxon 

fident  de  Montefquieu    (Efprit  des  Loix,  I.  laws   were  publifhed   by   Wilkins,    London 

xxviii.  c,  1.)  with  excelTive  feverity.     I  dif-  1731,  in  folio;  and  the  Leges  Wallica;,  by 

like  the  ftyle  ;  I  deiell  the  fuperilition  ;  but  Wotton  and  Clarke,  London  1730,  in  folio. 

I  ihall  prefume  to  think,  that  the  civil  ju-  '^'  The  laborious  Mr.  Carte,  and  the  in- 

rifprudence  difplays  a  more  civilifed  and  en-  genious  Mr.  Whitaker,    are  the  two  modern 

lightened  ftate  of  fociety,  than   that  of  the  writers  to  whom  I  am  principally  indebted. 

Burgundians,  or  even  of  the  Lombards.  The  particular  hiftorian  of  Manchefter  em- 

"'    See   Gildis  dc  Excidio   Britannia,   c.  braces,  under  that  obfcure  title,    a   fubjeft 

II— 25..  p.  4— 9.  edit.  Gale.     Nennius  Hift.  almoft  as  extenfive  as  the  general  hiftory  of 

Britonum,c.  28.  35—65.  p.  105  — 115.  edit.  England. 

7  purfue 
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purfue  the  revolutions  of  a  Roman  province,  till  it  vaniihes  from    C  Η  A  P. 

his  fight ;  and  an  Engliihman  may  curioufly  trace  the  eftabliihment   < ^— »^, 

of  the  Barbarians,  from  whom  he  derives  his  name,  his  laws,  and  per- 
haps his  origin. 

About  forty  years  after  the  diiTolution  of  the  Roman  government,  Defcent  of 
Voi'tigern  appears  to  have  obtained  the  fupreme,  though  precarious,  a!d!'44'9• 
command  of  the  princes  and  cities  of  Britain.  That  unfortunate 
monarch  has  been  almoft  unanimoufly  condemned  for  the  weak  and 
miichievous  policy  of  inviting''"'  a  formidable  ftranger,  to  repel  the 
vexatious  inroads  of  a  domeftic  foe.  His  ambaifadors  are  difpatched, 
by  the  graveft  hiftorians,  to  the  coaft  of  Germany ;  they  addrefs  a 
pathetic  oration  to  the  general  aifembly  of  the  Saxons,  and  thofe 
warlike  Barbarians  refolve  to  aifift  with  a  fleet  and  army  the  fuppliants 
of  a  diftaiit  and  unknown  ifland.  If  Britain  had  indeed  been  unknown 
to  the  Saxons,  the  meafure  of  its  calamities  would  have  been  lefs  com- 
plete. But  the  ftrength  of  the  Roman  government  could  not  always 
guard  the  maritime  province  againft  the  pirates  of  Germany :  the 
independent  and  divided  ilates  were  expofed  to  their  attacks ;  and  the 
Saxons  might  fometimes  join  the  Scots  and  the  Piits,  in  a  tacit,  or 
exprefs,  confederacy  of  rapine  and  deftru£lion.  Vortigern  could 
only  balance  the  various  perils,  which  aiTaulted  on  every  fide  his 
throne  and  his  people  ;  and  his  policy  may  deferve  either  praife  or 
excufe,  if  he  preferred  the  alliance  of  thofe  Barbarians,  whofe  naval 
power  rendered  them  the  moft  dangerous  enemies,  and  the  moft  fer- 
viceable  allies.  Hengift  and  Horfa,  as  they  ranged  along  the  Eaftern 
coaft  with  three  ihips,  were  engaged,  by  the  promife  of  an  ample 
ftipend,  to  embrace  the  defence  of  Britain  j  and  their  intrepid  valour 

'*'  This  ini'ttation,  which  may  derive  Tome  even  Hume,  have  too  freely  ufed  this  fufpi- 

countenance  from    the    loofe   expreiTions    of  cious  evidence,  without  regarding  the   pre- 

Gildas  and  Bade,  is  framed  into  a  regular  cife  and   probable   teilimony  of   Nennius  : 

llory  by  Witikind,  a   Saxon   monk  of  the  Interea  venerunt  trcs  Chiuls  a  Germania  /* 

tenth  century  (fee  Coufin,  Hiil.  de  I'Empire  exilio  pulf/t,  in  quibus  erant  Hors  et  Hengift. 
d'Occident,  torn.  ii.  p.  356.)•     Rapin,  and 

4  I  2  foon 
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^Ji,,4^,^•  foon  delivered  the  country  from  the  Caledonian  invaders.  The  iflc?- 
>...■>■  >,'  of  Thanet,  a  fecur^  and  fertile  diftrift,  was  allotted  for  tlie  refidence 
of -thefe  German  auxiliaries,  and  they  were  fupplied,  according  to 
the  treaty,  with  a  plentiful  allowance  of  clothing  and  provifions; 
This  favourable  reception  encouraged  five  thoufand  warriors  to 
embark  with  their  families  in  feventeen  veiTels,  and  the  infant  power 
of  Hengiil  was  fortified  by  this  ilrong  and  feafonable  reinforcement; 
The  crafty  Barbarian  fuggefted  to  Voitigern  the  obvious  advantage  ■ 
of  fixing,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  tlic  Pidls,  a  colony  of  iaithfui 
allies  :  a  third  fleet  of  forty  fnips, .  under  the  command  of  his  foa 
and  nephew,,  failed  from  Germany,  ravaged  the  Orkneys,  and  dif- 
embarked  a  new  army  on  the  coaft  of  Northumberland,  or  Lothiar^ 
at  the  oppofite  extremity  of  the  devoted  land.  It  v^-^as  eaiy  to  fore- 
fee,  but  it  was  impoifible  to  prevent,  the  impending  evils.  The 
two  nations  were  foon  divided  and  exafperated  by  mutual  jealoufies. 
The  SaxoBS  magnified  all  that  they  had  done  and  fuffered  in  the 
caufe  of  an  ungrateful  paople  ;  χΛνλο.  the  Britons  regretted  the  li- 
beral rewards  which  could  not  fatisfy  the  avarice  of  thofe  haughty 
mercenaries.  The  caufes  of  fear  and  hatred  were  inflamed  into  an 
irreconcileable  quarrel.  The  Saxons  flew  to  arms  ;  and,  if  they  per-!• 
petrated  a.  treacherous  maflacre  during  the  fecurity  of  a  feait,  they 
deftroyed  the  reciprocal  confidence  which  fuftains  the  intsrcourfe  of 
peace  and  war  "'. 
£ftabi;ai-        .    Hengiil,  who  boldly  afpired  to  the  conqueil  of  Britain,  exhortecL 

ment  of  the      ,  .  ,  i  i      •  •  i  •         i  . 

Saxon  hep-      His  countrymen  to  embrace  the  glorious  opportunity :  he  painted  m 
^A^O.\cc~    lively  colours  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  the  wealth  of  the  cities,  the 


''■s  Nennius  imputes  to  th-e  Saxons  tlie  henge  ie  tlieir  monument,  which  the  giants 
murder  of  three  hunilied  Britifli  chiefi ;  a  had  formerly  tranfported  from  Africa  to  Ire- 
crime  not  unfuitable  to  their  favage  manners,  land,  and  which  was  removed  to  Britain  by 
But  we  are  not  obliged  to  believe  (fee  Jeffrey  the  order  of  Ambrofius,  and  the  art  of  Mer- 
of  Monmouth,  l.viii.  c.  9-12  ),  that  Stone-  lin. 

^  pufillanimoui 


OF    THE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  615 

l^ufillanimous  temper  of  the  natives,  and  the  com^enient  fituatlon  of  9  ^.  ^  ,^• 
a  fpacious  folitary  ifland,  acceiTible  on  all  fides  to  the  Saxon  fleets,  w— ,^ — I* 
The  fucceffive  colonies  which  iiTued,  in  the  period  of  a  century,  from 
the  mouths  of  the  Elbe,  the  Wefer,  and  the  Rhine,  were  principally 
;compofed  of  three  -valiant  tribes  or  nations  of  Germany  ;  the  Jiitcs^. 
the  old  Saxons,  and  the  Angles.  The  Jutes,  who  fought  under  the 
peculiar  banner  of  Hengift,  aiRimed  the  merit  of  leading  their  coun- 
trymen in  the  paths  of  glory,  and  of  ereding,  in  Kent,  the  firft  inde- 
pendent kingdom.  The  fame  of  the  enterprife  was  attributed  to 
the  primitive  Saxons ;  and  the  common-  laws  and  language  of  the 
conquerors-  are  defcrilied  by  the  national  appellation  of  a  people, 
which,  at  the  end  of  four  hundred  years,  produced  the  firil  raonarchs 
of  South  Britain.  The  Angles  were  diftinguiihed  by  their  numbers 
and  their  fuccefs  ;  and  they  claimed  the  honour  of  fixing  a  perpetual 
name  on  the  country,  of  which  they  occupied  the  moft  ample  portion. 
The  Barbarians,  who  folloAved  the  hopes  of  rapine  either  on  the  land 
or  fea,   were  infenfibly  blended   v/ith   this  triple  confederacy  ;   the  * 

Fr'ifians,  who  had  been-  tempted  by  their  vicinity  to  the  Britifli 
ihores,  might  balance,  during  a  ihort  fpace,  the  ftrength  and  reputa- 
tion of  the  native  Saxons  ;  the  Danes,  the  PrnJJians,  the  Rug'tans 
are  faintly  defcribed  ;  and  fomc  adventurous  Huns,  who  had  wan- 
dered as  far  as  the  Baltic,  might  embark  on  board  the  German  vef- 
fels,  for  the  conquefbof  a  new  world  '^°.  But  this  arduous  atchieve- 
rrfent  was  not  prepared  or  executed  by  the•  union  of  national 
powers.  Each  intrepid  chieftain,  according  to  the  meafure  of  his 
f;ime  and  fortunes,  aflembled  his  followers  ;  equipped  a  fleet  of ' 
three,  or  perhaps  of  fixty,  veflels  ;    chofe  the  place   of  the  attack ; 

"»*  All  thefe  tribes  are  exprefsly  enumerated  —543.),  I  do  not  perceive  the  abfurdity  of 

by  Bede  (1.  i.  c,  i  5.  p.  52. 1.  v.  c.  9.  p.  igo.),  fuppofing  that  the  Frifians,  &c.  were  mingled 

and  though  I  have  confidered  Mr.  Whitaker's  with  the  Anglo-Saxons. 
remarks  (Hi%.  of  Mancheiler,  vol.  ii.  p.  538 

and  ■ 
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State  of  the 
•Britons. 


and  condu£led  his  fubfequent  operations  according  to  the  events  of 
the  war  and  the  dilates  of  his  private  intereft.  In  the  invafion  of 
Britain  many  heroes  vanquiihed  and  fell ;  but  only  feven  vidtorious 
leaders  aiTumed,  or  at  leaft  maintained,  the  title  of  kings.  Seven 
independent  thrones,  the  Saxon  Heptarchy,  were  founded  by  the 
conquerors,  and  feven  families,  one  of  which  has  been  continued,  by 
female  fucceifion,  to  our  prefent  fovereign,  derived  their  equal  and 
ficred  lineage  from  Woden,  the  god  of  war.  It  h^s  been  pretended, 
that  this  republic  of  kings  was  moderated  by  a  genei'al  council  and 
a  fupreme  magiftrate.  But  fuch  an  artificial  fcheme  of  policy  is 
repugnant  to  the  rude  and  turbulent  fpirit  of  the  Saxons :  their  laws 
are  filent ;  and  their  imperfeit  annals  afford  only  a  dark  and  bloody 
profpedt  of  inteftine  difcord  '^^ 

A  monk,  who,  in  the  profound  ignorance  of  human  hfe,  has  pre- 
fumed  to  exercife  the  office  of  hiitorian,  ftrangely  disfigures  the  ilate 
of  Britain  at  the  time  of  its  feparation  from  the  Weflern  empire. 
Gildas  '"  defcribes  in  florid  language  the  improvements  of  agricul- 
ture, the  foreign  trade  which  flowed  with  every  tide  into  the  Thames 
and  the  Severn,  the  folid  and  lofty  conftrudlon  of  public  and  private 
edifices :  he  accufes  the  finful  luxury  of  the  Britifn  people ;  of  a 
people,  according  to  the  fame  writer,  ignorant  of  the  moil  fimple 
arts,  and  incapable,  without  the  aid  of  the  Romans,  of  providing 
walls  of  flone,  or  weapons  of  iron,  for  the  defence  of  their  native 
land"".     Under  the  long  dominion  of  the  emperors,  Britain  had 


"'  Bede  has  enumerated  feven  kings,  two 
Saxons,  a  Jute,  and  four  Angles,  who  fuc- 
ceifively  acquired  in  the  heptarchy  an  inde- 
finite fupremacy  of  power  and  renown.  But 
their  reign  was  the  effeft,  not  of  law,  but  of 
conqueft  ;  and  he  obfervcs,  in  fimilar  terms, 
that  one  of  them  fubdued  the  Ifles  of  Man 
and  Anglefey  j  and  that  another  impofed  a 
tribute  on  the  Scots  and  Pidts.(Hift.  Ecclef. 
l.ii.  c.  5.  p.83.). 


'"  See  Gildas  de  Excidio  Britannix,  c.i. 
p.  1.  edit.  Gale. 

'"  Mr.  Whitaker  (Hiftory  of  Manchefter, 
vol.  ii.  p.  503.  5  10.)  has  fmartly  expofed  this 
glaring  abfurdity,  which  hadpafled  unnoticed 
by  the  general  hiftorians,  as  they  were 
haftening  to  more  interefting  and  important 
events. 

been 
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been   infenfibly  moulded   into   the   elec-aut  and  fervile  form  of  a    CHAP. 

.  ^  XXXVIII. 

Roman  province,  whofe  fafety  was  entrufted  to   a  foreign  power.     «^ ,,-—* 

The  fubjedls  of  Honorius  contemplated  their  new  freedom  with  fur- 
prife  and  terror  ;  they  were  left  deftitute  of  any  civil  or  military 
conftitution ;  and  their  uncertain  rulers  wanted  either  ikill,  or  courage, 
or  authority,  to  dired  the  public  force  againft  the  common  enemy. 
The  introdudion  of  the  Saxons  betrayed  their  internal  Aveaknefs,  and 
degraded  the  charadter  both  of  the  prince  and  people.  Their  con- 
fternation  magnified  the  danger ;  the  want  of  union  diminiilied  their 
refources  ;  and  the  madnefs  of  civil  fadions  was  more  felicitous  to 
accufe,  than  to  remedy,  the  evils,  which  they  imputed  to  the  mifcon- 
ducl  of  their  adverfaries.  Yet  the  Britons  were  not  ignorant,  they 
could  not  be  ignorant,  of  the  manufadure  or  the  ufe  of  arms  : 
the  fucceiTive  and  diforderly  attacks  of  the  Saxons,  allowed  them  to 
recover  from  their  amazement,  and  the  profperous  or  adverfe  events 
of  the  war  added  difcipline  and  experience  to  their  native  va- 
lour. 

\yhile  the  continent  of  Europe  and  Africa  yielded,  without  re-  Their  refift- 
fiftance,  to  the  Barbarians,  the  Britifh  ifland,  alone  and  unaided,  ^'^^^' 
maintained  a  long,  a  vigorous,  though  an  unfuccefsful  ftruggle, 
againft  the  formidable  pirates,  who,  almoft  at  the  fame  inftant, 
aiTaulted  the  Northern,  the  Eafhern,  and  the  Southern  coafts.  The 
cities  which  had  been  fortified  with  ikill,  were  defended  with  refo- 
lution  ;  the  advantages  of  ground,  hills,  forefts,  and  moralTes,  were 
diligently  improved  by  the  inhabitants ;  the  conqueft  of  each 
diftridt  was  purchafed  with  blood ;  and  the  defeats  of  the  Saxons 
are  ftrongly  attefted  by  the  difcreet  filence  of  their  annalift.  Hengift 
might  hope  to  atchieve  the  conqueft  of  Britain;  but  his  ambitioii, 
in  an  adive  reign  of  thirty-five  years,  was  confined  to  the  poiTeifion 
©f  Kent;  and  the  nurtierous  colony  which  he  had  planted  in  the 
North,  was  extirpated  by  the  fword  of  the  Britons.     The  monarchy 

of 
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ν^Λ^^ιιτ"     ^^  ^'^^   Weil-Saxons  was   laborioufly  founded    by  the   perfeverlng 

* 1/ '    efforts  of  three  martial  generations.     The   hfe   of  Cerdic,    one   of 

the  braveft  of  the  children  of  Woden,  was  confumed  in  the  conqueft 
•of  Hampihire,  and  the  Ifle  of  Wight;  and  the  lofs  which  he  fuftainell 
in  the  battle  of  Mount  Badon,  reduced  him  to  a  ftate  of  inglorious 
repofe.  Kenric,his\'-aliant  fon,  advanced  into Wiltihire  j  befieged  Salif- 
bury,  at  that  time  featcd  on  a  commanding  eminence ;  anU  vanquilhed 
an^.rmy  which  advanced  to  the  relief  of  the  city.  In  the  fubfequent 
battle  of  Marlborough  '^*,  his  Britiih  enemies  difplayed  their  mili- 
taiy  fcience.  Their  troops  were  formed  in  three  lines  ;  each  line 
confifted  of  three  dill:ln<il  bodies,  and  the  cavalry,  the  archers,  and 
the  pikemen,  were  diftributed  according  to  the  piinciples  of  Roman 
tactics.  The  Saxons  charged  in  one  weighty  column,  boldly  en- 
countered with  their  fhort  -fwords  the  long  lances  of  the  Britons,  and 
maintained  an  equal  confliii  till  the  approach  of  night.  Two  decifive 
victories,  the  death  of  three  Britiih  kings,  and  the  reduction  -of  Gi- 
rencefter,  Bath,  and  Glouceiler,  eilabliihed  the  fame  and  power  of 
Ceaulin,  the  grandfon  of  Cerdic,  who  carried  his  viilorious  arms 
to  the  banks  of  the  Severn. 
and  flight.  After  a  war  of  an  hundred  years,  the  independent  Britons  ftill 

occupied  the  whole  extent  of  the  Wfiftern  coaft,  from  the  wall  of 
Antoninus  to  the  extreme  promontory  of  Cornwall ;  and  the  prin- 
cipal cities  of  the  inland  country  ftill  oppofed  the  arms  of  the  Barba- 
rians. Refiftance  became  more  languid,  as  the  number  and  boldnefs' 
of  the  aifailants  continually  increafed.  Winning  their  way  by  flow 
and  painful  eiforts,  the  Saxons,  the  Angles,  and  their  various  con- 
federates, advanced  from  the  North,  from  the  Eaft,  and  from  the 

"♦  AtBeran-birig.or  Barbury-caftle,  near  dam,  p.   314.)  relates  the  circumftances  of 

Marlborough.     The  Saxon  chronicle  afiigns  this  battle.     TJiey   are   probable    and    cha- 

the  name  and  date.      Cnmbden   (Britannia,  raaeriilic  ;  and  the  hiilorians  of  the  twelfth 

vol.   i.   p.  128.)   afcertains   the  place;  and  century  might  confult  fomc  materials  that 

Henry  of  Huntingdon  (Scriptores  poll  Be-  no  longer  exiih 

South, 
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South 


till  their  vidorious  banners  were  united  in  the  centre  of  the   ^^„/^.,^• 

Λ.ΛΛ  V  Jli. 


ifland.  Beyond  the  Severn  the  Britons  ftill  afferted  their  national 
freedom,  which  furvived  the  heptarchy,  and  even  the  monarchy,  of 
the  Saxon?,.  The  luavefl:  warriors,  vvho  preferred  exile  to  flaver}'-, 
found  a  fecure  refuge  in  the  mountains  of  Wales  :  the  reludant 
iubmiilion  of  Cornwall  was  delayed  for  fome  ages '"  ;  and  a  band  of 
fugitives  acquired  a  fettlement  in  Gaul,  by  their  own  valour,  or  the 
liberality  of  the  Merovingian  kings  "^  The  Weftcrn  angle  of  Ar- 
morica  acquired  the  new  appellations  of  Corwwall^  and  the  LeJJer 
Britain  ;  and  the  vacant  lands  of  the  Ofifmii  were  filled  by  a  ilrange 
people,  who,  under  the  authority  of  their  counts  and  bifliops,  pre- 
ferA^ed  the  laws  and  language  of  their  anceftors.  To  the  feeble 
defcendants  of  Clovis  and  Charlemagne,  the  Britons  of  Armorica 
refufed  the  cuftomary  tribute,  fubdued  the  neighbouring  diocefes  of 
Vannes,  Rennes,  and  Nantes,  and  formed  a  powerful,  though  vaifal, 
Hate,  which  has  been  united  to  the  crown  of  France  '". 


'^'  Cornwall  was  finally  fubdued  by  Athel- 
ftan  (A.  D.  927  —  941.),  who  planted  an 
Englifh  colony  at  Exeter,  and  confined  the 
Britons  beyond  the  river  Tamar.  See  Wil- 
liam of  Malmlhury,  1.  ii.  in  the  Scriptores 
poft  Bedam,  p.  50.  The  fpirit  of  the  Corniih 
knights  was  degraded  by  fervitude  ;  and  it 
ftiould  feem,  from  the  romance  of  Sir  Trif- 
tram,  that  their  cowardice  was  almoft  pro- 
ix-rbial. 

'^^  The  eftabliiliment  of  the  Britons  in 
Gaul  is  proved  in  tjie  fixth  century,  by  Pro- 
ccpius,  Gregory  of  Tours,  the  fecond  council 
of  Tours  (A.  D.  567.),  and  the  leall  fufpi- 
cious  of  their  chronicles  and  lives  of  faints. 
The  fubfcription  of  a  bilhop  of  the  Britons 
to  the  firil  council  of  Tours  (A.  D.  461.  or 
rather  481.),  the  army  of  Riothamiis,  and  the 
loofe  declamation  of  GilJas(alii  tranfmarinas 
petebantregiones,  c.  25.  p.  8.),  maycounte- 
xance  an  emigration  as  early  as  the  middle 

Vol.  III. 


tff  the  fifth  centnry.  Beyond  that  Kra,  the 
Britons  of  Armorica  can  be  found  only  in 
romance  ;  and  I  am  furprifed  that  Mr.  Whit- 
aker  (Genuine  Hiftory  of  the  Britons,  p. 
214—221.)  fhould  fo  faithfully  tranfcribe  the 
grofs  ignorance  of  Carte,  whofe  venial  er- 
rors he  has  Co  rigoroufly  chaftifed. 

""  The  antiquities  of  Bretagne,  which 
have  been  the  fubjeft  even  of  political  con- 
troverfy,  are  illuftrated  by  Hadrian  Valefius 
(Notitia  Galliarum,  fub  voce  Britannia  Cif- 
7narina,  p.  gS  — 100.),  M.  d'Anville  (Notice 
del'Ancienne  Gaule,  Corifopiti,  CuriofoliUs, 
Ofifmii,  Vorganiian,  p.  248.  258.  508.  720. 
and  Etatsde  I'Europe,  p. 76  — 80.),  Longue- 
rue  (Defcription  de  la  France,  torn.  i.  p. 
'84— 94.),  and  the  Abbe  de  Vertot  (Hift. 
Critique  de  rEtabliiTement  des  Bretons  dans 
les  Gaules,  2  vol.  in  izmo.  Paris,  1720.). 
I  may  affiime  the  merit  of  examining  the  ori- 
ginal evidence  which  they  have  produced. 

4  Κ  In 
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CHAP.        In  a  century  of  perpetual,  or  at  Icaft  implacable,  v/ar,  much  cou- 

' . — -^    rage,  and  fome  ikill,  muft  have  been  exerted  for  the  defence  of 

Ai'thur.™^  °  Britain.  Yet  if  the  memory  of  its  champions  is  almoft  buried  in 
oblivion,  we  need  not  repine ;  fince  every  age,  however  deflitute  of 
fcience  or  virtue,  fufficiently  abounds  with  a£Vs  of  blood  and  military 
renown.  The  tomb  of  Vortimer,  the  fon  of  Vortigern,  was  eredted 
on  the  margin  of  the  /ea-ihore,  as  a  landmark  formidable  to  the 
Saxons,  whom  he  had  thrice  A'anquiihed  in  the  fields  of  Kent. 
Ambrofius  Aurelian  was  defcended  from  a  noble  family  of  Ro- 
mans "' ;  his  modefty  was  equal  to  his  valour,  and  his  valour,  till 
the  laft  fatal  adtion  '",  was  crowned  with  fplendid  fuccefs.  But  eveiy 
Britiih  name  is  effaced  by  the  illuftrious  name  of  Arthur  '*°,  the 
hereditary  prince  of  the  Silures,  in  South  Wale?,  and  the  eledlive 
king  or  general  of  the  nation.  According  to  the  moft  rational  ac- 
count, he  defeated,  in  twelve  fucceffive  battles,  the  Angles  of  the 
North,  and  the  Saxons  of  the  AVeft ;  but  the  declining  age  of  the 
hero  was  embittered  by  popular  ingratitude,  and  domeftic  misfor- 
tunes. The  events  of  his  life  are  lefs  interefting,  than  the  fingular 
revolutions  of  his  fame.  During  a  period  of  five  hundred  years 
the  tradition  of  his  exploits  was  preferved,  and  rudely  embelliihed,  by 
the  obfeure  bards  of  Wales  and  Armorica,  who  were  odious  to  the 
Saxons,  and  unknown  to  the  reft  of  mankind.     The  pride  and  cu- 

'^^  Bede,  who  in  his  chronicle  (p.  28.)  508.)  loft  his  own  life,  and  five  thoufand  of 

placesAmbrofius  under  the  reign  of  Zeuo  (A.  his  fubjcds,  in  a  bnttle  againft  Cerdic,    the 

D.  474— 491.).  obfcrves,  that  his  parents  had  Weft  Saxon  (Chron.  Saxon,  p.  17,  18.)• 
been  "  purpura  induti  ;"  which  he  explains,          '■*"  As  I  am  a  ftranger  to  the  Welfti  barda 

in  his  ecdcfiaiiical  hiftory,  by  "  regiiim  no-  Myrdhin,  Llomarch,  and  Taliefiin,  my  faith 

"  men  et  infigne  ferentibus"  (1.  i.  c.  16.  p.  in  the  exiftence  and  exploits  rf  Arthur,  prin- 

53.).     The  e.xprelTion  of  Ncnnius  (c.  44.   p.  cipally  rells  on  the  fimple  and  circumftantial 

no.  edit.  Ga!e)isftill  more  finjrular,  "  Unus  teftimony  of  Nennius  (Hill.  Brit.  c.  62,  O3. 

"  de  conjulibus  gentis   Romanicre  ell   pater  p.    114.).     Mr.  Whitaker    (Hill,   of  Man- 

*'  mcus."  cheftei,  vol.   ii.  p.  31—71.)   has  framed   an 

'"  By   the  unanimous,  though  doubtful,  interefting,  and   even  probable,  narrative  of 

conjeilure  of  our  antiquarians,  Ambrofius  is  the. wars   of  Arthur:    though  it  is  impoftible 

confounded  with    Natanleod,    w'ho   (Λ.  D.  to  allow  the  rc.-ility  of  the  round  table. 

riofity 
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riofity  of  the  Norman  conquerors,  prompted  them  to  enquire  into  the  y^-yr,^" 
ancient  hiftory  of  Britain :  they  Uftened  with  fond  creduUty  to  the  v— — v•-— » 
tale  of  Arthur,  and  eagerly  applauded  the  merit  of  a  prince,  who 
had  triumphed  over  the  Saxons,  their  common  enemies.  His  ro- 
mance, tranfcribed  in  the  Latin  of  Jeffrey  of  Monmouth,  and 
afterwards  tranflated  into  the  fafliionable  idiom  of  the  times,  was 
enriched  with  the  various,  though  incoherent,  ornaments,  which 
were  familiar  to  the  experience,  the  learning,  or  the  fancy,  of  the 
twelfth  century.  The  progrefs  of  a  Phrygian  colony,  from  the 
Tyber  to  the  Thames,  was  eafily  engrafted  on  the  fable  of  the  jEneid ; 
and  the  royal  anceftors  of  Arthur  derived  their  origin  from  Troy, 
iind  claimed  their  alliance  v/ith  the  Csefars.  His  trophies  were  de- 
corated v.'ith  captive  provinces,  and  Imperial  titles ;  and  his  Danlila 
vidtories  avenged  the  recent  injuries  of  his  country.  The  gallantry 
and  fuperftition  of  the  Britilli  hero,  his  feails  and  tournaments,  and 
the  memorable  inftltution  of  his  Knights  of  the  Round  Table^  were 
fliithfully  copied  from  the  reigning  manners  of  chivalry;  and  the 
fabulous  exploits  of  Uther's  fon,  appear  lefs  incredible,  than  the  adven- 
tures which  were  atchieved  by  the  enterprifing  valour  of  the  Nor- 
mans. Pilgrimage,  and  the  holy  wars,  introduced  into  Europe  the' 
fpecious  miracles  of  Arabian  magic.  Fairies,  and  giants,  flying  dra- 
gons, and  enchanted  palaces,  were  blended  with  the  more  hmple 
fiftions  of  the  \¥eft ;  and  the  fate  of  Britain  depended  on  the  art, 
or  the  predldions,  of  Merlin.  Every  nation  embraced  and  adorned 
the  popular  romance  of  Arthur,  and  the  Knights  of  the  Round 
Table :  their  names  were  celebrated  in  Greece  and  Italy  j  and  the 
voluminous  tales  of  Sir  Lancelot  and  Sir  Trlftram  were  devoutly 
ftudied  by  the  princes  and  nobles,  who  difregarded  the  genuine  heroes 
a,nd  hiftorlans  of  antiquity.  At  length  the  light  of  fciencc  and  rea- 
fon  was  rekindled ;  the  tallfman  was  broken  ;  the  vifionary  fabric 
melted  into  air;  and  by  a  natural,  though  unjuft,  reverfe  of  the 
4  Κ  2  public 
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public  opinion,  the  feverity  of  the  prefent  age  is  inclined  to  queilion 
the  rx'ifience  of  Arthur  '*°. 

Refiftance,  if  it  cannot  avert,  muft  increafe  the  miferies  of  con- 
queil ;  and  conqueft  has  never  appeared  more  dreadful  and  deftruc— 
tive  than  in  the  hands  of  the  Saxons  ;  who  hated  the  valour  of  their 
enemies,  difclained  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  violated,  without  re- 
morfe,  the  moil  facred  objeds  of  the  Chriilian  worfhip.  The  fields 
of  battle  might  be  traced,  almoft  in  every  diftridl,  by  monuments  of 
bones ;  the  fragments  of  falling  towers  were  ilained  with  blood  ;  the 
lafl  of  the  Britons,  without  diftindtion  of  age  or  fex,  was  maflacred  '*' 
in  the  ruins  of  Anderida  '^"^ ;  and  the  repetition  of  fuch  salamities- 
was  frequent  and  familiar  under  the  Saxon  heptarchy.  The  arts 
and  religion,  the  laws  and  language,  which  the  Romans  had  fo 
carefully  planted  in  Britain,  were  extirpated  by  their  barbarous 
fucceflbrs.  After  the  deilrudion  of  the  principal  churches,  the  biihops,. 
who  had  declined  the  crown  of  nt\artyrdom,  retired  with  the  holy 
relics  into  Wales  and  Armorica;  the  remains  of  their  flocks  were  left 
deftitute  of  any  fpiritual  food  ;  the  pradice,  and  even  the  remem- 
brance, of  Chriilianity  Avere  abolilhed  ;  and  the  Britiih  clergy  might 
o"btain  fome  comfort  from  the  damnation  of  the  idolatrous  ftrangers. 
The  kings  of  France  m.aintained  the  privileges  of  their  Roman  fubjeds ; 
but  the  ferocious  Saxons  trampled  on  the  laws  of  Rome,  and  of  the  em- 
perors. The  proceedings  of  civil,  and  criminal  jurifdidion,  the  titles  of 
honour,  the  forms  of  office,  the  ranks  of  fociety,  and  even  the  dorheftic 

'♦*  The  progrefs  of  romance,  and  the  ftate  ibi   fuperiles  fuerit  (Chron.  Saxon-  p.  15.) ; 

cf  learning,  in  the  middle  ages,  are  illuftrated  an  exprefiion  more  dreadful  in  its  fimpHcity, 

by  Mr.  Thomas  Warton,  with  thetafteof  a  than  all  the  vague   and  tedious  lamentations 

poet,  and   the  minute  diligence  of  an  anti-  of  the  Britiih  Jeremiah. 

quarian.     I   have   derived   much   inftruftion         '*''    Andredes-Ceafter,     or    Anderida,    is 

from  the  two  learned  diflertations  prefixed  to  placed   by  Cambden    {Britannia,    vol.  i.    p. 

the  firft  volume  of  his   Hiftory   of  Engliih  258,)  at  Newenden,  in  the  marihy  groundi 

Poetry.  of  Kent,   which   might  be  formerly  covered 

'*'  Hoc  anno  (490)  jElla  et  Cifla  obfede-  by  the  fea,  and  on  the  edge  of  the  great  fo- 

lynt  Andredes-Ceafter;  et  interfecerunt  om-  reft  (Anderida),  which  overfpread  io  large  a 

nes  qui  id  incoluerunt ;  adeo  ut  nc  unus  Brito  portion  of  Hamplhire  and  SuCex. 

7  riglif.s 


OF    TRE    ROMAN    EMPIRE.  62Ϊ 

rights  of  marriage,  teftament,  and  inheritance,  were  finally  fuppreffed;    yJiA,?' 

and  the  indifcriniinate  crowd  of  noble  and  plebeian  flaves  was  go-    > ν » 

verneu  by  the  traditionary  cufLoms,  v/hich  had  been  coarfeiy  framed 
fcr  the  ihepherds,  a«d  pirates,  of  Germany.  The  language  of 
fcience,  of  bufiners,  and  of  com^erfation,  which  had  been  introduced 
by  the  R-omans,  was  loft  in  the  general  defolation.  A  ilifficicnt 
number  of  Latin  or  Celtic  words  might  be  aifumed  by  the  Germans,, 
fo  exprefs  their  new  wants  and  ideas  '*^ ;  but  thofe  UUtcrate  Pagans  pre- 
ferved  and  eftabliilied  the  ufe  of  their  national  dialedl  '**.  Almoft  every 
name,  confpicuous  either  in  the  church  or  ftate,  reveals  lis  Teutonic 
origin  '*' ;  and  the  geography  of  England  was  univerfally  infcribed 
with  foreign  charaders  and  appellations.  The  example  of  a  revolu- 
tion, fo  rapid  and  fo  complete,  may  not  eafily  be  found  \  but  it  wilf 
excite  a  probable  fufpicion,  that  the  arts  of  Rome  were  lefs  Jeeply" 
rooted  in  Britain  than  in  Gaul  or  Spain ;  and  that  the  native  rude- 
nefs  of  the  country  and  its  inhabitants,  was  covered  by  a  thin  varnifii! 
of  Italian  manners. 

This  ftrange  alteration  has  perfuaded  hiftorlans,  and  even  philofo-  Servitude. 
pKers,  that  the  provincials  of  Britain  were  totally  exterminated ; 
and  that  the  vacant  land  was  again  peopled  by  the  perpetual  influx, 
and  rapid  increafe,  of  the  German  colonies.  Three  hundred  thou- 
fand  Saxons  zYtfa'id'X.o  haΛ'e  obeyed  the  fummons  of  Hengift  '*° ;  the 
entire  emigration  of  the  Angles  was  attefted,  in  the  age  of  Bede,  by 
the  folitude  of  their  native  country  '*' ;  and  our  experience  has  ihewn 

the 

'*'  Dr.  Johnfon  affirms,  thatyiio  Engliih  tually    underilood   each    other's    language, 

words  are  of  Britiih  extradion.     Mr.  Whit-  which  was   derived  from  the  fame  Teutonic 

aker,  who  underftands  the  Britifli. language, ,  root  (Bsde,  J.  i.  c.  25.  p.  60.). 

has  difcovered  more  than  three  thou/and,  and  '-'  After  the  hi  11  generation  of  Italian,   or 

ailually  produces  a  long  and  various  cata-  Scottilh,    milTionaries,    the  dignities   of  the 

logue  (vol.ii.  p.  235  —  329.)•     It  is  poiTible,  church  were  filled  with  Saxon  profelytes. 

indeed,  that  many  of  thefe  words  may  have  '*°  Carte's  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  i.  p« 

been  imported  from  the  Latin  or  Sa.xon  into  195.     He  quotes  the  Britiih  hillorians  ;    but 

the  native  idiom  of  Britain.  I  much  fear,  that   Jeffrey  of  Monmouth  (1. 

"■^+  In  the  beginning  of  the  feventh  cen-  vi.  c.  15.)  is  his  only  witnefs. 

tury,  the  Franks  and  tlie  Anglo-Saxons  mu-  '•*'  Bede,  Hill.  Ecdefiaft.  1.  i.  c.  15.  p.  52. 

The 
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CHAP,  the  free  propagation  of  the  human  race,  if  they  are  caft  on  a  fruitful 
\.  -.-  _•  wildernefs,  where  their  fteps  are  unconfined,  and  their  fubfiftence  is 
plcntifuh  The  Saxon  kingdoms  difplayed  the  face  of  recent  dif- 
covery  and  cultivation  :  the  towns  were  fmall,  the  villages  were 
diftant ;  the  hufbandry  was  languid  and  unikilful  ;  four  iheep  were 
equivalent  to  an  acre  of  the  beft  land  '*^ ;  an  ample  fpace  of  wood 
and  morafs  was  refigned  to  the  vague  dominion  cf  nature  ;  and  the 
modern  bilhopric  of  Durham,  the  whole  territory  from  the  Tyne  to 
the  Tees,  had  returned  to  its  primitive  ftate  of  a  favage  and  folitary 
foreft  '■".  Such  imperfed  population  might  have  been  fupplied,  in 
fome  generations,  by  the  EngliHi  colonies ;  but  neither  reafon  nor 
fa£ls  can  juftify  the  unnatural  fuppofition,  that  the  Saxons  of  Britain 
remained  alone  in  the  defert  which  they  had  fubdued.  After  the 
fanguinary  Barbarians  had  fecured  their  dominion,  and  gratified 
their  revenge,  it  was  their  intereil  to  preferve  the  peafants,  as  well 
as  the  cattle,  of  the  unrefifting  country.  In  each  fucceffive  revolu- 
tion, the  patient  herd  becomes  the  property  of  its  new  mafters ;  and 
the  falutary  compact  of  food  and  labour  is  filently  ratified  by  their 
mutual  neceihties.  Wilfrid,  the  apoille  of  Suifex  "^^,  accepted  from 
his  royal  convert  the  gift  of  the  peninfula  of  Selfey,  near  Chichefter, 
with  the  perfons  and  property  of  its  inhabitants,  who  then  amounted 
to  eighty-feven  fomilies.  He  releafed  them  at  once  from  fpiritual 
and  temporal  bondage  ;  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  flaves  of  both 
fcxes  were  baptized  by  their  indulgent  mafter.  The  kingdom  of 
Suifex,  which  fpread  from  the  fea  to  the  Thames,  contained  feven 

The  fail  is  probable,  and  well  attefted  :  yet  nullius  ditioni  fervivit,  eo  quod  fola  indomi- 

fuch  was  the  loofc  intermixture  cf  the  German  torum  et  fy'veftrium  animalium  fpelunca  et 

tribes,   that  we  find,  in  a  fubfequent  period,  habitatio  fuit  (apud  Carte,  vol.   i.   p.  19;.). 

the  law  of  the  Angli  and  Warini  of  Germany  From    biihop  Nicholfon    (Engliih  Hillorical 

(Lindenbrog.  Codev,  p.  479-486.)•  Library,  p.  65.  98.),  I  underlland,  that'fair 

'■*''  Sec  Dr.  Henry's  ufeful  and  laborious  copies  of  John  of  Tinemouth's  ample  Col- 

Hillorv  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  ii.  p.  388.  leftions  are  preferred  in  the  libraries  ofOx- 

'•^  Quicquid  (fays   John   of  Tinemouth)  ford,  Lambeth,  &c. 
interTynam   ct   Tefam    fluvios  extitit   fola         ''°  See  the  miifion  of  Wilfrid,  \c.  in  Bede, 

cjcmi  vailit.udo  tunc  tcmporii  fuit,  et  idcirco  Hill.  Ecclei'.  l.iv.  c.  13.  16.  p.  155,  156.  159. 

thoufand 
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thoufand  families:  twelve  hundred  were  afcribed  to  the  Iflc  of  Wiirht:     CHAP. 

,   .r  ,  •  ,      , .  .  xxxviir. 

and,  if  we  multiply  this  vague  computation,  it  may  feem  probable,    ».   --^-  _, 

that  England  was  cultivated  by  a  million  of  fervants,  or  villains, 
who  were  attached  to  the  eftates  of  their  arbitrary  landloi'ds.  The 
indigent  Barbarians  were  often  tempted  to  fell  their  children  or  them- 
felves  into  perpetual,  and  even  foreign,  bondage'^';  yet  the  fpecial  ex- 
emptions, which  were  granted  to  7iational  ilaves"^  fufficiently  declare, 
that  they  were  much  lefs  numerous  than  the  ftrangers  and  captives, 
who  had  loft  their  liberty,  or  changed  their  maftcrs,  by  the  acci- 
dents of  war.  When  time  and  religion  had  mitigated  the  fierce 
fpirit  of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  the  laws  encouraged  the  frequent  prac- 
tice of  manumilTion  ;  and  their  fubjeils,  of  Welih  or  Cambrian  ex- 
tra£tion,  aifume  the  refpeilable  ftation  of  inferior  freemen,  poffefled 
of  lands,  and  intitled"  to  the  rights  of  civil  fociety '^l  Such  gentle 
treatment  might  fecure  the  allegiance  of  a  fierce  people,  v/ho  had 
been  recently  fubdued  on  the  confines  of  Wales  and  Cornwall.  The 
fage  Ina,  the  legiilator  of  WeiTex,  united  the  tv/o'  nations  in  the 
bands  of  domefcic  alliance  ;  ana  four  Britiih  lords  of  Somerfetihire 
may  be  honourably  diftinguiflied  in  the  court  of  a  Saxon  mo- 
narch ''*. 

The  independent  Britons  appear  to  have  relapfed  into  the  ftate  of  Manners  of 
original  barbarifm,  from  whence  they  had  been  imperfedlly  re-  ^*  "  "** 
claimed.     Separated  by  their  enemies  from  the  reft  of  mankind,  they 

'5'  From  the  concurrent  teilimony  of  Bede  xxxii.  in  Leg.  Anglo-Saxon,  p.  20.),  whicli 
(I.  ii.  c.  I.  p.  78.),  and  William  of  Malmf-  allowed  200  iliillings  for  a  free  Saxon,  and 
bury  (1.  iii.  p.  102.),  it  appears,  that  the  1200  for  a  Thane  (fee  likewife  Leg.  Anglo- 
Anglo-Saxons,  from  the  firll,  to  the  laft,  age,  Saxon,  p.  71.).  We  may  obferve,  that  thefe 
perfiiled  in  this  unnatural  praO.ice.  T.heir  legiilators,  the  Weft-Saxons  and  Mercians, 
youths  were  publicly  fold  in  the  market  of  continued  iheir  Britiih  conquefts  after  they 
Rome,  became  Chriftians.     The   laws    of   the  four 

''^  According  to   the  laws  of  Ina,  they  kings  of  Kent  do  not  condefcend  to  notice 

couid  not  be  lawfully  fold  beyond  the  feas.  the  exiftence  of  any  fubjeft'Britons. 

■«  The  life  of  a  IVallus,  or  Cambricus,  '"  See  Carte's  Hift.   of  England,  vol.  i. 

hsmo,  who  poffefled  a  hyde  of  land,  is  fixed  p.  278. 
at  J  20  ihillingf,  by  the  fame  laws  (of  Ina^"  tit. 

3  foon 
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CHAP,    foon  became  an  obieft  of  fcandal  and  abhorrence  to  the  Catholtc 

XXXVJII.  - 

v^ — V- — '    ΛΥΟίΚΙ  '^\     Chriilianity  Avas  ilill  jirofefied  in  the  mountains  of  Wales; 

Init  the  rude  fchilmatics,  in  the  βίπη  of  the  clerical  tonfure,  and  in 
the  day  of  the  celebration  of  Eafier,  obftinatcly  refiiled  the  imperiou!!: 
mandates  of  the  Roman  pontiiTs.  The  ufe  of  the  Latin  language 
was  infenfibly  aboliflied,  and  the  Britons  were  deprived  of  the  arts 
and  leariiing  which  Italy  communicated  to  her  Saxon  profelytcs. 
In  Wales  and  Armonca,  the  Celtic  tongue,  the  native  idiom  of  the 
AVeft,  was  preferved  and  propagated .;  and  the  Bards,  who  had  been 
the  companions  of  the  Druids,  were  itill  protected,  in  the  fixteenth 
century,  by  the  laws  of  Elizabeth.  Their  chief,  a  refpeftable  officer 
pf  the  courts  of  Pengwern,  or  Aberfraw,  or  Caermathaen,  accom- 
panied the  king's  fervants  to  war :  the  monarchy  of  the  Britons, 
which  he  fung  >n  the  front  of  battle,  excited  their  courage,  and  jufti- 
fied  their  depredations ;  and  the  fongfter  claimed  for  his  legitimate 
prize  the  fairefl:  heifer  of  the  fpoil.  His  fubordinate  minifters,  the 
mailers  and  dii'ciples  of  vocal  and  inftrumental  mufic,  vifited,  in 
their,  refpedlive  circuits,  the  royal,  the  noble,  and  the  plebeian 
hovifes.;  and  the  public  poverty,  almoft  exhaufted  by  the  clergy, 
Avas  oppreiFed  by  the  importunate  demands  of  the  bards.  Their 
rank  and  merit  were  afcertained  by  folemn  trials,  and  the  ftrong  be- 
lief of  fupernatural  infpiration  exalted  the  fancy  of  the  poet,  and  of 
his  audience '".  The  laft  retreats  of  Celtic  freedom,  the  extreme 
territories  of  Gaul  and  Britain,  were  lefs  adapted  to  agriculture  than 
to  pafturage :  the  wealth  of  the  Britons  confifted  in  their  flocks  and 
herds ;   milk  and  flefli  were  their  ordinary  food ;    and  bread  was 

•s*  At  the  conclufion  of  his  hiftory  (A.  D.  interefting  account  of  the  Welih  bards.     In 

734.),  Eede  defcribes  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate  the  year  1568,  a  fefllon  was  held  at  Caerwys 

of  the  ifland,    and  cenfures  the  implacable,  by  the  fpecial  command  of  queen  .Elizabeth, 

though    impotent,     hatred    of   the    Britons  and  regular  degrees  in  vocal  and  inftrumental 

againll  the  Engliih  nation,  and  the  Catholic  mufic  were  conferred  on  fifty-five  minllrels. 

church  (1.  V.  c.  23.  p.  :ΐ9.).  The  prize  (a  filver  harp)'  was  adjudged  by 


Mr.  Pennant's  Tour  in  Wales   (p.  426     the  Moftyn  family. 
-449.)  has  furniihcd  me  with  a  curious  and 


fometinies 
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fometimes  efteemed,  or  rejedled,  as  a  foreign  luxury.  Libeity  had  chap, 
peopled  the  mountains  of  Wales  and  the  morafles  of  Arrtiorica :  but  s_  — ,.-  _j 
their  populoufnefs  has  been  malicioufly  afcribed  to  the  loofe  pradlice  of 
polygamy ;  and  the  houfes  of  thefe  licentious  barbarians  have  been 
fuppofed  to  contain  ten  wives,  and  perhaps  fifty  children  '".  Their 
difpofition  was  rafh  and  choleric  :  they  were  bold  in  adion  and  in 
fpeech  '"  ;  and  as  they  were  ignorant  of  the  arts  of  peace,  they  al•^ 
ternately  indulged  their  paiTions  in  foreign  and  domeftic  Avar.  The 
cavalry  of  Armorica,  the  fpearmen  of  Gwent,  and  the  archers  of 
Merioneth,  were  equally  formidable  ;  but  their  poAi^erty  could  feldom 
pracure  either  ihields  or  helmets  ;  and  the  inconvenient  weight  would 
have  retarded  the  fpeed  and  agility  of  their  defultory  operations. 
One  of  the  greateft  of  the  Engliih  monarchs  was  requefted  to  fatisfy 
the  curiofity  of  a  Greek  emperor  concerning  the  ftate  of  Britain ; 
and  Heniy  II.  could  aifert,  from  his  perfonal  experience,  that  Waks 
was  inhabited  by  a  race  of  naked  warriors,  who  encountered, 
without  fear,  the  defenfive  armour  of  their  enemies  "^°. 

By  the  revolution  of  Britain,  the  limits  of  fcience,  as  well  as  of  Obfcure  or 
empire,  Λvere  contraded.     The  dark  cloud,  which  had  been  cleared  of  ΒΗι"ίηΓ' 
by  the  Phoenician  difcoveries,  and  finally  difpelled  by  the  arms  of 
Ca:far,  again  fettled  on  the  ihores  of  the  Atlantic,   and  a  Roman 
province  was  again  loft  among  the  fabulous  iilands  of  the  Ocean. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  years  after  the  reign  of  Honorius,  the  graveft 

'5^  Regio   longe   lateque  difFufa,    milite,  the  French,  and  the  Britons.     The  malicious 

magis  quam  credibile  fit,  referta.     Partibus  AVeliliinan  infinuates,  that  the  Εη<>•1ϊ11ι  taci- 

equidetn  in  illis  miles  unus  quinquaginta  ge-  ~  turnity  might  poiTibly  be  the  efi'edt  of  their 

ncrat,   fortitus  more  barbaro  denas  aut  am-  fervitude  under  the  Normans, 
plius  uxores.     Tills  reproach  of  William  of        '°°  The  picture  of  Welfli  and  Armoricas 

Poitiers  (in  the  Hiftorians  of  France,  torn.  xi.  mdnners  is  drawn  from  Giraldus   (Defcript. 

p.   88.)    is   difchimed    by   the   Benediiuiie  Cambriae,  c.6— 15.  inter  Script.  Cambden. 

editors.  p.  886—891.),  and  the  authors  quoted  by 

"59  Giraldus  Cambrenfis  confines  this  gift  the  Abbe  de  Vertot  (Hift.  Critique,  tom.ii. 

of,  bold  and  ready  eloquence  to  the  Romans,  p.  Z59— 266.). 

Vol.  III.  4  L  hiftoriaa 
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CHAP,    hlftorian  of  the  times  "■"  defcrlbes  the  wonders  of  a  remote  iflc,  whofe. 

^ „ 1  eaftern  and  weftern  parts  are  divided  by  an  antique  wall,  the  boun- 
dary of  Hfe  and  death,  or,  more  properly,  of  truth  and  fidion.  The- 
eaft  is  a  fair  country,  inhabited  by  a  civihfed  people:  the  air  is. 
healthy,  the  waters  are  pure  and  plentiful,  and  the  earth  yields  hei: 
regular  and  fruitful  increafe.  In  the  weft,  beyond  the  wall,  the  air 
is  infedious  and  mortal;  the  ground  is  covered  with  ferpents ;  and 
this  dreary  folitude  is  the  region  of  departed  fpirits,  who  are  tranf- 
ported  from  the  oppofite  ihore?..  in  fubftantial  boats,  and  by  living- 
rowers.  Some  families  of  hihermen,  the  fubjeds  of  the  Franks,  are 
excufed  from  tribute,  in  confideration  of  the  myfterious  office  which 
is  performed  by  thefe  Charons  of  the  ocean.  Each  in  his  turn  is 
fiimmoned,  at  the  hour  of  midnight,  to  hear  the  voices,  and  even; 
the  names,  of  the  ghoffcs  :  he  is  fenfible  of  their  weight,  and  he  feels; 
himfelf  impelled  by  an  unknown,  but  irrefiftible,  power.  After  this 
dream  of  fancy,  we  read  with  aftoniihment,  that  the  name  of  thij 
ifland  is  Br'itt'ia ;  that  it  lies  in  the  ocean,,  againfi:  the  mouth  of  the 
Rhine,  and  lefs  than  tliirty  miles  from  the  continent ;  that  it  is  pof- 
feffed  by  three  nations,  the  Frifians,  the  Angles,  and  the  Britons  ,•^ 
and  that  fome  Angles  had  appeared  at  Conftantinople,  in  the  train  of 
the  French  ambaffadors.  From  thefe  ambaffadors  Procopius  might  ho 
informed  of  a  fmgular,  though  not  improbable,  adventure,  which 
announces  the  fpirit,  rather  than  the  delicacy,  of  an  Engliili  heroine.• 
She  had  been  betrothed  to  Radiger  king  of  the  Varni,  a  tribe  of  Ger- 
mans who  touched  the  ocean  and  the  Rhine  ;  but  the  perfidious  lover 
was  tempted,  by  motives  of  policy,  to  prefer  his  father's  widow,  the; 
•fifter  of  Theodebert  king  of  the  Franks  "\     The  forfaken  princefs  of 

the 

'"  See  Procopius  de  Bell.  Gothic.  J.  iv.     which  he  has  jdentified  by  (o  many  infepa- 
c.  20.  p-  620—625.      The  Greek  hillorian     rable  circumllances. 

is  himfelf  fo  confounded  by  the  wonders  '**  Tlieodebert,  grandfon  of  Clovis,  and 
which  he  relates,  that  he  weakly  attempts  to  king  of  Aullrafia,  was  the  moil  powerful  and 
dillinguilh  the  iiiands  of  Briitia  and  Britain,     warlike  prince  of  the  age  j  .and  this  reroark- 

abl2 
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the  Angles,  inftead  of  bewailing,  revenged  her  difgrace.     Her  war-    ^,ίΙΛ,Γ" 


like  fubjeds  zlvc  /aid  to  have  been  ignorant  of  the  ufe,  and  even  of 
the  form,  of  an  horfe  ;  but  ilie  boldly  failed  from  Britain  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Rhine,  with  a  fleet  of  four  hundred  fliips,  and  an  army 
of  one  hundred  thoufand  men.  After  the  lofs  of  a  battle,  the  captive 
Radiger  implored  the  mercy  of  his  vidorious  bride,  who  generoufly 
pardoned  his  offence,  difmiffed  her  rival,  and  compelled  the  king  of  the 
Warni  to  difcharge  with  honour  and  fidelity  the  duties  of  an  huf- 
band '".  This  gallant  exploit  appears  to  be  the  laft  naval  enterprile  of  the 
Anglo-Saxons.  The  arts  of  navigation,  by  which  they  had  acquired 
the  empire  of  Britain  and  of  the  fea,  were  foon  negleded  by  the 
Indolent  Barbarians,  who  fupinely  renounced  all  the  commercial  ad- 
Vantages  of  their  Infular  fituation.  Seven  independent  kingdoms 
were  agitated  by  perpetual  difcord  ;  and  the  Briti/Jj  ivorld  was  feir 
dom  connected,  either  in  peace  or  war,  with  the  nations  of  the  con- 
tinent''*. 

I  have  now  accompliihed  the  laborious  narrati\'e  of  the  decline  Fail  of  the 
andfall  of  the  Roman  empire,  from  the  fortunate  age  of  Trajan  and  ^ir^lniZ' 
the  Antonines,  to  its  total  extindion  in  the  Weil,  about  five  cen-  ^^^" 
turies  after  the  Chriftian  sera.     At  that  unhappy  period,  the  Saxons 
fiercely  ftruggled  with  the  natives  for  the  poiTefllon  of  Britain  :  Gaul 

able  adventure  may  be  placed  between  the  of  her  name  and  exiilence  :  but  Procopius 
years  534  and  547,  the  extreme  terms  of  his  may  have  f.ggefted  to  Mr.  Rowe  the  cha- 
reign.  His  filler  Theudechildis  retired  to  rafter  and  fituation  of  Rodugune  in  the  tra- 
Sens,  where  Ihe  founded  monafteries,  and  gedy  of  the  Royal  Convert, 
diftributed  alms  (fee  the  notes  of  the  Bene-  "+  In  the  copious  hiftory  of  Gregory  of 
diftine  editors,  in  tom.  ii.  p,  zi6.).  If  we  Tours,  we  cannot  find  any  traces  of  hoftile 
may  credit  the  praifes  of  Fortunatus  (!.  vi.  or  friendly  intercourfe  between  France  and 
•carm.  5.  in  tom.  ii.  p.  507.),  Radigej-  was  England,  except  in  the  marriage  of  the 
deprived  of  a  moft  valuable  wife.  daughter  of  Caribert  Hug  of  Paris,  quam 
»^5  Perhaps  ihe  was  the  filler  of  one  of  the  regis  cujufciam  in  Cantia  iilius  matrimonio 
princes  or  chiefs  of  the  Angles,  who  landed  copulavit  (1.  ix.  c.  26.  in  tom.  ii.  p.  34S.). 
■in  527,  and  the  following  years,  between  The  bilhop  of  Tours  ended  his  hillory  and 
the  Η  umber  and  the  Thames,  and  gradually  his  life  almoll  immediately  before  the  con- 
founded the  kingdoms  of  Eaft-Anglia  and  verfion  of  Kent. 


Adercia,     The  Englilh  writers  are  ignorant 


L  2  and 
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CHAP,    and  Spain  were  divided  between  the  powerful   monarchies  of  the 

XXX  VIII.  _  .  Γ•  • 

ν—— v«— ^  Franks  and  Vifigoths,  and  the  dependent  kingdoms  of  the  Suevi  and 
Burgundians  :  Africa  was  expofed  to  the  cruel  perfecution  of  the 
Vandals,  and  the  favage  infults  of  the  Moors  :  Rome  and  Italy,  as 
ίι\τ  as  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  were  afflidled  by  an  army  of  Bar- 
barian mercenaries,  whofe  lawlefs  tyranny  was  fucceeded  by  the 
reign  of  Theodoric  the  Oftrogoth.  All  the  fubjeds  of  the  empire, 
who,  by  the  ufe  of  the  Latin  language,  more  particularly  deferved 
the  name  and  privileges  of  Romans,  were  oppreiTed  by  the  difgrace 
and  calamities  of  foreign  conqueft ;  and  the  vidtorious  nations  of 
Germany  eftabliihed  a  new  fyftem  of  manners  and  government  in 
the  weftern  countries  of  Europe.  The  majeily  of  Rome  was  faintly 
reprefented  by  the  princes  of  Conftantinople,  the  feeble  and  ima- 
ginary fucceflors  of  Auguftus.  Yet  they  continued  to  reign  over 
the  Eaft,  from  the  Danube  to  the  Nile  and  Tigris ;  the  Gothic  and 
Vandal  kingdoms  of  Italy  and  Africa  were  fubverted  by  the  arms  of 
Juftinian ;  and  the  hiftory  of  the  Greek  emperors  may  ftill  afford. 
Λ.  long  feries  of  inftruitive  leiTons,  and  interefting  revolutions^ 
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General  Ohfervativns  07i  the  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire 
in    the    Wefl. 


np  Η  Ε  Greeks,  after  their  country  had  been  reduced  into  a  pro- 
-*-  vince,  imputed  the  triumphs  of  Rome,  not  to  the  merit,  but 
to  the  FORTUNE,  of  the  republic.  The  inconftant  goddefs,  who 
fo  bhndly  diilributes  and  refumes  her  favours,  had  now  confented 
(fuch  was  the  language  of  envious  flattery)  to  refign  her  wings,  to 
defcend  from  her  globe,  and  to  fix  her  firm  and  immutable  throne 
on  the  banks  of  the  Tyber '.  A  wifer  Greek,  who  has  compofed, 
with  a  philofophic  fpirit,  the  memorable  hiftory  of  his  own  times, 
deprived  his  countrymen  of  this  vain  and  delufive  comfort,  by- 
opening  to  their  view  the  deep  foundations  of  the  greatnefs  of 
Rome  \  The  fi-delity  of  the  citizens  to  each  other,  and  to  the  ftate, 
was  confirmed  by  the  habits  of  education,  and  the  prejudices  of 
religion.  Honour,  as  well  as  virtue,  was  the  principle  of  the  re- 
public ;  the  ambitious  citizens  laboured  to  deferve  the  folemn  glories 
of  a  triumph  ;  and  the  ardour  of  the  Roman  youtk  was  kindled 
into  adtive  emulation,  as  often  as  they  beheld  the  domeftic  images 


'  Such   are    the  figurative   expreflions   of  Plutarch  ;  and  toconfute  them  is  the  profeffed 

Plutarch    (Opera,  torn.   ii.    p.     318.    edit,  intention  of  Polybius  (Hill.  1.  i.  p.  go.  edit. 

Wechel),  to  whom,  on   the  faith  of  his  fon  Gronov.  Amftel.  1670.)• 

Lamprias  (Fabricius,  Eibliot.  Graec.  tom.  iii.  ^  See  the  ineftimable  remains  of  the  fixth 

p.  341.),  I  ihall  boldly  impute  the  malicious  book  of  Polybius,   and  many  other  parts  of 

declamation,    weji  τίς   Vu^hMut  ι\.χκ.     The  his  general  hiftoiy,  particularly  a  digreflion  in 

fame    opinions    had    prevailed   among    the  the  fcventeenth  book,  in  which  he  compares 

Greeks  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  before  the  phalanx  and  the  legion. 

of 
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•of  their  anceilors '.  The  temperate  ftruggles  of  the  patricians  and 
plebeians  had  finally  eilablifhed  the  iirm  and  equal  balance  of  the 
conftitution  ;  which  united  the  freedom  of  popular  nifemblies,  with 
the  authority  and  wifdom  of  a  fenate,  and  the  executive  powers  of 
aregd  magifbate.  When  the  conful  difplayed  the  ftandard  of  the 
republic,  each  citizen  bound  himfelfi  by  the  obligation  of  an  oath, 
to  draw  his  fword  in  the  caufe  of  his  country,  till  he  had  difcharged 
the  facred  duty  by  a  military  fervice  of  ten  years.  This  wife  inftl- 
tution  continually  poured  into  the  field  the  rlfing  generations  of  free- 
men and  foldiers  ;  and  their  numbers  were  reinforced  by  the  warlike 
■    '  and   populous    ftates    of  Italy,  who,    after    a  brave   refiftance,  had 

yielded  to  the  valour,  and  embraced  the  alliance,  of  the  Romans. 
The  fage  hirtorian,  who  excited  the  virtue  of  the  younger  Scipio, 
and  beheld  the  ruin  of  Carthage  V  ^^^s  accurately  defcrlbed  their 
military  fyftem  ;  their  le\4es,  arms,  exercifes,  fubordination,  marches, 
encampments ;  and  the  invincible  legion,  fuperior  in  adlive  ftrength 
to  the  Macedonian  phalanx  of  Philip  and  Alexander.  From  thefe 
inilitutions  of  peace  and  war,  Polybius  has  deduced  the  fpirit  and 
fuccefs  of  a  people,  incapable  of  fear,  and  impatient  of  repofe.  The 
ambitious  defign  of  conqueft,  which  might  have  been  defeated  by 
the  feafonable  confpiracy  of  mankind,  was  attempted  and  atchie\'ed  ; 
and  the  perpetual  violation  of  juftice  was  maintained  by  the  political 
virtues  of  prudence  and  courage.  The  arms  of  the  republic,  fometimes 
vanquiihed  in  battle,  always  viftorious  in  war,  advanced  with  rapid 
fteps  to  the  Euphrates,  the   Danube,  the  Rhine,    and  the  Ocean  j 

'  Salluft  iear/i  the  generous  profeffions  of  repeated  two  lines  of  the  Iliad,  which  exprefs 

P.  Scipio  and  <i^Maxiinus  (de  Bell.  Jugur-  the  deftruition  of  Troy,  acknowledging  to 

thin.  c.  4.);  yet  thefe  noble  brothers  were  Polybius,  his  friend  and  preceptor  (Polyb.  in 

dead  many  years  before  the  birth  of  Salluft.  Excerpt,  de  Virtut.  et  Vit.  torn.  ii.  p.  1455  — 

But  the  Latin  hiftorian  had  read,  and  moll  14C5),  that  while  he  recollefted  the  viciffi- 

probably   tranfcribes,    Polybius,   their  con-  tudes  of  human  affairs,  he  inwardly  applied 

•temporary  and  friend.  them  to  the  future  calamities  of  Rome  (Ap- 

■*  Wiiile  C?artii.ni;e  was  in  flames,  S;ipio  pian.  in  Libycis,  p.  136.  edit.  Toll.). 

and 
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and  the  images  of  gold,  or  filver,  or  brafs,  that  might  fcrve  to  re^ 
prefent  the  nations  and  their  kings,  were  lucceffively  broken  by  the 
iron,  monarchy  of  Rome  '. 

The  rife  of  a  city,  which  fwelled  into  an  empire,. may  deferve,  as 
a  fmgular  prodigy,,  the  refledion  of  a  philofophic  mind.  But  the• 
decline  of  Rome  was  the  natural  and  inevitable  effedt  of  immode- 
rate greatnefs.  Profperity  ripened  the  principle  of  decay  y  the  caufes 
of  deftrudion  multiplied  with  the  extent  of  conqueft  ;  and  as  foon 
as  time  or  accident  had  removed  the  artificial  fupports,  the  ilupen- 
dous  fabric  yielded  to  the  preiTure  of  its  own  weight.  The  ftory  of 
its  ruin  is  fimple  and  obvious ;  and  inftead  of  enquiring  why  the 
Roman  empire  was  deftroyed,  wc  ihould  rather  be  iurprifed  that  it 
had  fubfifted  fo  long.  The  vidtorious  legions,,  who,  in  diftant  wars 
acquired  the  vices  of  ftrangers  and  mercenaries,  firft  oppreilcd  the 
freedom  of  the  republic,,  and  afterwards  violated  the  majefty  of  the 
Purple.  The  emperors,  anxious  for  their  perfonal  fafety  and  the 
public  peace,  were  reduced  to  the  bafe  expedient  of  corrupting  the 
difcipline  which  rendered  them  alike  formidable  to  their  fovereign 
and  to  the  enemy  ;  the  vigour  of  the  miUtary  government  was  re- 
laxed, and  finally  diifolved,  by  the  partial  inftitutions  of  Conftantine  ;, 
and  the  Roman  world  was  overwhelmed  by  a  deluge  of  Barba- 
rians.. 

The  decay,  of  Rome  has  been  frequently  afcribed  to  the  tranflation 
of  the  feat  of  empire;  but  this  hiftory  has  already  ihewn,  that  the 
powers  of  government  were  divided^  rather  than  removed.  The 
throne  of  Conftantinople  was  ereiled  in  the  Eaii ;  while  the  Weft 

'  See  Daniel  ii.  31 — 40.  "  And  the  fourth  own    time.     Siciit   enim  in  principio   nihil 

"■  kingdom ihall  bellfongas  »>6«;.forafmucli  Romano  Impeilo  fortius  et  durius,  itainfiue 

"  as  iron  breaketh  in  pieces,   and  fubdueth  rerum  nihi!  imbeciluus  :  quura   ec  in  bellie 

"  all  things."     The  remainder  of  the  pro-  civilibus  et  adverfus  diverfasnationes,  aliarum 

phecy  (the  mixture  of  iron   and  clayj   was  gentium  barbararum  auxilioiiidigemus  (Opsr 

agconiplilhed, .according  to  St.  Jerom,  in  his  ra,  torn.  v.  p.  572•)• 

was, 
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was  ftlll  pofTefled  by  a  feries  of  emperors  who  held  their  refidence  in 
Italy,  and  claimed  their  equal  inheritance  of  the  legions  and  pro- 
vinces. This  dangerous  novelty  impaired  the  ftrength,  and  fomented 
the  vices,  of  a  double  reign :  the  inftruments  of  an  oppreffive  and 
arbitrary  fyftem  w^ere  multiplied  ;  and  a  vain  emulation  of  luxury, 
not  of  merit,  was  introduced  and  fupported  between  the  degenerate 
fucceflbrs  of  Theodofuis.  Extreme  diftrefs,  which  unites  the  virtue 
of  a  free  people,  embitters  the  faftious  of  a  declining  monarchy.  The 
hoftile  favourites  of  Arcadius  and  Honorius  betrayed  the  republic  to 
its  common  enemies  ;  and  the  Byzantine  court  beheld  with  indif- 
ference, perhaps  vvith  pleafure,  the  difgracc"  of  Rome,  the  misfor- 
tunes of  Italy,  and  the  lofs  of  the  Weft.  Under  the  fucceeding 
reigns,  the  alliance  of  the  two  empires  was  reftored  ;  but  the  aid  of 
the  Oriental  Romans  was  tardy,  doubtful,  and  ineiFedual ;  and  the 
national  fchifm  of  the  Greeks  and  Latins  was  enlarged  by  the  peφe- 
tual  difference  of  language  and  manners,  of  intereft,  and  even  of 
-religion.  Yet  the  falutary  event  approved  in  fome  meafure  the 
judgment  of  Conftantine.  During  a  long  period  of  decay,  his  im- 
pregnable city  repelled  the  Aadlorious  armies  of  Barbarians,  prote>5led 
the  wealth  of  Afia,  and  commanded,  both  in  peace  and  v/ar,  the 
important  ftreights  which  connect  the  Euxine  and  Mediterranean 
feas.  The  foundation  of  Conftantinople  more  eiTentially  contributed 
to  the  prefervation  of  the  Eaft,  than  to  the  ruin  of  the  Weft. 

As  the  happinefs  of  a  future  life  is  the  great  objed  of  religion, 
we  may  hear  without  furprife  or  fcandal,  that  the  introdudjon,  or 
at  leaft  the  abufe,  of  Chriftianity,  had  fome  influence  on  the  decline 
and  fall  of  the  Roman  empire.  The  clergy  fuccefsfully  preached 
tlie  dodrines  of  patience  and  pufiUanimity ;  the  adive  AUrtues  of 
fociety  were  difcouraged;  and  the  laft  remains  of  military  fpirit  vv'ere 
buried  in  the  cloyfter  :  a  large  portion  of  public  and  private  wealth 
was  confecrated  to  the  fpecious  demands  of  charity  and  devotion  ; 
7  and 
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and  the  foldlers  pay  was  lavifhed  on  the  ufelefs  multitudes  of  both 
fexes,  who  could  only  plead  the  merits  of  abftinence  and  chaftity. 
Faith,  zeal,  cuiiofity,  and  the  more  earthly  paifions  of  maUcc  and 
ambition,  kindled  the  flame  of  theological  difcord  ;  the  church,  and 
even  the  fbate,  were  diftraded  by  religious  faftions,  whofe  conflidts 
were  fometimes  bloody,  and  always  implacable  ;  the  attention  of  the 
emperors  wag  diverted  from  camps  to  fynods ;  the  Roman  world 
was  opprefled  by  a  new  fpecies  of  tyranny ;  and  the  perfecuted  fefts 
t)ecame  the  fecret  enemies  of  their  country.  Yet  party-fpirit,  how- 
ever pernicious  or  abfurd,  is  a  principle  of  union  as  well  as  of  dif- 
fention.  The  bilhops,  from  eighteen  hundred  pulpits,  inculcated 
the  duty  of  paiTive  obedience  to  a  lawful  and  orthodox  fovereign  ; 
their  frequent  aifemblies,  and  perpetual  correfpondence,  maintained 
the  communion  of  diftant  churches  ;  and  the  benevolent  temper  of 
the  gofpel  was  ftrengthened,  though  confined,  by  the  fpiritual  alli- 
ance of  the  Catholics.  The  fa:cred  indolence  of  the  monks  was 
devoutly  embraced  by  a  fervile  and  effeminate  age ;  but  if  fuperfli- 
tion  had  not  afforded  a  decent  retreat,  the  fame  vices  would  have 
tempted  the  unv/orthy  Romans  to  defert,  from  bafer  motives,  the 
ftandard  of  the  republic.  Religious  precepts  are  eafily  obeyed,  which 
indulge  and  fandify  the  natural  inclinations  of  their  votaries;  but 
the  pure  and  genuine  influence  of  Chriftianity  may  be  traced  in  its 
beneficial,  though  imperfedl,  effeds  on  the  Barbarian  profelytes  of 
the  North.  If  the  decline  of  the  Roman  empire  was  hailened  by 
the  converfion  of  Conftantine,  his  victorious  religion  broke  the  vio- 
lence of  the  fall,  and  mollified  the  ferocious  temper  of  the  con- 
querors. 

This  awful  revolution  may  be  ufefully  applied  to  the  inftruilion 
of  the  prefent  age.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  patriot  to  prefer  and  pro- 
mote the  exclufive  intereil  and  glory  of  his  native  country :  but  a 
philofopher  may  be  permitted  to  enlarge  his  views,  and  to  confider 

Vol.  III.  4  Μ  Europe 
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Europe  as  one  great  republic,  whofe  various  inhabitants  have  attained 
almoft  the  fame  level  of  politenefs  and  cultivation.  The  balance  of 
power  will  continue  to  fluiluate,  and  the  profperity  of  our  own,  or 
the  neighbouring  kingdoms,  may  be  alternately  exalted  or  depreiTed  ; 
but  thefe  partial  events  cannot  eflentially  injure  our  general  ftate  of 
happinefs,  the  fyftem  of  arts,  and  laws,  and  manners,  which  fo  ad- 
vantageoufly  diftinguifli,  above  the  reft  of  mankind,  the  Europeans 
and  their  colonies.  The  favage  nations  of  the  globe  are  the  common 
enemies  of  civilifed  fociety ;  and  we  may  enquire  with  anxious  cu- 
rlofity,  whether  Europe  is  ftill  threatened  with  a  repetition  of  t-hofe 
calamities,  which  formerly  opprefled  the  arms  and  inftitutions  of 
Rome.  Perhaps  the  fame  refledions  will  illuftrate  the  fall  of  that 
mighty  empire,  and  explain  the  probable  caufes  of  our  aQual  fe- 
curity. 

L  The  Romans  were  ignorant  of  the  extent  of  their  danger,  and 
ihe  number  of  their  enemies.  Beyond  the  Rhine  and  Danube,  the 
northern  countries  of  Europe  and  Afia  were  filled  with  innumerable 
tribes  of  hunters  and  ihepherds,  poor,  voracious,  and  turbulent ; 
bold  in  armrS,  and  impatient  to  raviih  the  fruits  of  induftry.  The 
Barbarian  world  was  agitated  by  the  rapid  impulfe  of  war  ;  and  the 
peace  of  Gaul  or  Italy  was  fhaken  by  the  diftant  revolutions  of 
China.'  The  Huns,  who  fled  before  a  viftorious  enemy,  dire£bed 
their  march  towards  the  Weft  ;  and  the  torrent  was  fwelled  by  the 
gradual  acceffion  of  captives  and  allies.  The  flying  tribes  who 
yielded  to  the  Huns,  afliimed  in  their  turn  the  fpirit  of  conqueft  ; 
the  endfefs  column  of  Barbarians  prefl'ed  on  the  Roman,  empu-e  with 
accumulated  weight ;  and,  if  the  foremoft  were  deftroyed,  the  vacant 
fpace  was  inftantly  repleniftied  by  new  aflliilants.  Such  forn\idable 
emigrations  no  longer  ifl!ue  from  the  North  ;  and  the  long  repofe^, 
which  has  been  imputed  to  the  decreafe  of  population,  is  the  happy 
confequence  of  the  progrefs  of  arts  and  agriculture.  Inftead  of  foma 
a  rudcB 
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ruile  villages,  thinly  icattered  among  its  woods  and  moraifes,  Ger- 
many now  produces  a  lift  of  two  thoufand  three  hundred  walled  towns : 
the  Chriftian  kingdoms  of  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Poland  haA^e  been 
fucceffively  eftabliihed  ;  and  the  Hanfe  merchants,  with  the  Teutonic 
knights,  have  extended  their  colonies  along  the  coaft  of  the  Baltic,  as 
far  as  the  Gulf  of  Finland.  From  the  Gulf  of  Finland  to  the  Eaftern 
Ocean,  Ruffia  now  aiTumes  the  form  of  a  powerful  and  civilifed 
empire.  The  plough,  the  loom,  and  the  forge  are  introduced  on 
the  banks  of  the  Volga,  the  Oby,  and  the  Lena ;  and  the  fierceft  of 
the  Tartar  herds  have  been  taught  to  tremble  and  obey.  The  reign 
of  independent  Barbarifm  is  now  contracted  to  a  narroAv  fpan  ;  and 
the  remnant  of  Calmucks  or  Uzbeks,  whofe  forces  may  be  almoft 
numbered,  cannot  ferioufly  excite  the  apprehenfions  of  the  great 
republic  of  Europe  *.  Yet  this  apparent  fecurity  ihould  not  tempt 
tas  to  forget,  that  new  enemies,  and  unknown  dangers,  ts\2lj  poffibly 
arife  from  fome  obfcure  people,  fcarcely  vifible  in  the  map  of  the 
•world.  The  Arabs  or  Saracens,  who  fpread  their  conquefts  from 
India  to  Spain,  had  langullhed  in  poverty  and  contempt,  till  Mahomet 
breathed  into  thofe  favage  bodies  the  foul  of  enthufiafm. 

II.  The  empire  of  Rome  was  firmly  eftabliihed  by  the  fmgular 
and  perfeiit  coalition  of  its  members.  Thefubjeift  nations,  refiguing 
the  hope,  and  even  the  wifli,  of  independence,  embraced  the  cha- 
xafter  of  Roman  citizens  ;  and  the  provinces  of  the  Weft  were 
reludantly  torn  by  the  Barbarians  from  the  bofom  of  their  mother- 
country  \     But  this  union  was  purchafed  by  the  lofs  of  national 

*  The  French  and  Englifh  editors  of  the  Chinois,  torn.  i.  p.  325—400.)•     But  thefe 

Genealogical    Hiftory  of  the  Tartars  have  conqiiells  are  precarious,  nor  will  I  venture 

fubjoined  a  curious,  though  imperfeft,  de-  to  enfure  the  fafety  of  the  Chinefe  empire, 
fcription  of  their  prefent  ftate.     We  might         '  The  prudent  reader  will  determine  how 

quellion  the  independence  of  the  Calmucks,  far  this  general  propofition  is  weakened  by 

or  Eluths,  fince  they  have  been  recently  van-  the  revolt  of  the  Ifaurians,  the  independence 

quiihed  by  the   Chinefe,  who,   in  the  year  of  Britain  and  Armorica,  the  Moorilh  tribes, 

1759,  fubdued  the  leiTer  Bucharia,  and  ad-  or  the  Bagauds  of  Gaul  and  Spain  (vol.  i. 

vanced  into  the  country  of  Badakihan,  near  p.  340.  vol.  iii.  p.  273.  337.  434^).  > 

the  fources  of  the  Oxus  (Memoires  fur  les 

4  Μ  3  freedom 
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freedom  and  military  fpirit ;  and  the  fervile  provinces.,  deftitute  of 
life  and  motion,  expeded  their  fafcty  from  the  mercenary  troopi 
and  governors,  who  were  diredled  by  the  orders  of  a  diftant  court.. 
The  happinefs  of  an  hundred  millions  depended  on  the  perfonal 
merit  of  one,  or  two,  men,  perhaps  children,  whofe  minds  were 
corrupted  by  education,  luxury,  and  defpotic  power.  The  deepeft 
wounds  were  inflidted  on  the  empire  during  the  minorities  of  the 
fons  and  grandfons  of  Theodofms ;  and,  after  thofe  incapable 
princes  feemed  to  attain  the  age  of  manhood,  they  abandoned  the 
church  to  the  biihops,  the  ftate  to  the  eunuchs,  and  the  pravinces  to 
the  Barbai-ians.  Europe  is  now  divided  into  twelve  powerful,  though 
unequal,  kingdoms,  three  refpectable  commonwealths,  and  a  variety 
of  fmaller,  though  independent,  ftates :  the  chances  of  royal  and 
minlfterial  talents  are  multiplied,  at  leaft,  with  the  number  of  its 
rulers ;  and  a  Julian,  or  Semiramis,  may  reign  in  the  North,  while 
Arcadius  and  Honorius  flumber  on  the  thrones  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon.  The  abufes  of  tyranny  are  reilrained  by  the  mutual  in- 
fluence of  fear  and  ihame  ;  republics  have  acquired  order  and  fta- 
bility ;  monarchies  have  imbibed  the  principles  of  freedom,  or,  at 
leaft,  of  moderation  ;  and  fome  fenfe  of  honour  and  juftice  is  intro- 
duced into  the  moft  defedive  conftitutions  by  the  general  manners  of 
the  times.  In  peace,  the  progrefs  of  knowledge  and  induftry  is  ac- 
celerated by  the  emulation  of  fo  many  adive  rivals :  in  war,  the- 
European  forces  are  exercifed  by  temperate  and  undecifive  contefts. 
If  a  favage  conqueror  ihould  iiTue  from  the  deferts  of  Tartary,  he 
muft  repeatedly  vanquiih  the  robuft  peafants  of  Ruifia,  the  nu- 
merous armies  of  Germany,  the  gallant  nobles  of  France,  and  the 
intrepid  freemen  of  Britain ;  who,  perhaps,  might  confederate  for 
their  common  defence.  Should  the  vidonous  Barbarians  carry 
flavery  and  defolation  as  far  as  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  ten  thoufand 
veffels  would  tranfport  beyond  their  purfuit  the  remains  of  civilifed 
6  fociety  j 
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fociety;  and    Europe  would  revive  and  flouriih  in  the  American 
world,  which  is  already  filled  with  her  colonies,  and  inilitutions  °. 

III.  Cold,  poverty,  and  a  life  of  danger  and  fatigue,  fortify  the 
ftrength  and  courage  of  Barbarians.  In  every  age  they  have  op- 
prefled  the  polite  and  peaceful  nations  of  China,  India,  and  Perfia, 
who  negleded,  and  ftill  negleft,  to  counterbalance  thefe  natural 
powers  by  the  refources  of  military  art.  The  warlike  ilates  of  anti- 
quity, Greece,  Macedonia,  and  Rome,  educated  a  race  of  foldiers ; 
exercifed  their  bodies,  difciplined  their  courage,  mukiplied  their 
forces  by  regular  evolutions,  and  converted  the  iron,  which  they 
poflefled,  into  ftrong  and  fervlceable  weapons.  But  this  fuperiority 
infenfibly  declined  with  their  laws  and  manners ;  and  the  feeble  po- 
licy of  Conftantine  and  his  fucceflbrs  armed  and  inftrufted,  for  the 
ruin  of  the  empire,  the  rude  valour  of  the  Barbarian  mercenaries 
The  military  art  has  been  changed  by  the  invention  of  gunpowder  j 
which  enables  man  to  command  the  two  moft  powerful  agents  of 
nature,  air  and  fire.  Mathematics,  chymiftry,  mechanics,  archi- 
tedure,  have  been  applied  to  the  fervice  of  war ;  and  the  adverfe 
parties  oppofe  to  each  other  the  moft  elaborate  modes  of  attack 
and  of  defence.  Hiftorians  may  indignantly  obferve,  that  the  pre- 
parations of  a  fiege  would  found  and  maintain  a  flouriihing  colony  ' ; 
yet  we  cannot  be  difpleafed,  that  the  fubverfion  of  a  city  ihould  be 

*  America  now  contains  about  fix  millions  106,000  cartouches  d'une  fafon,  et  300,000 

of  European  blood  and  defcent ;  and  their  d'une  autre;    21,000  bombes  ;    27,700  gre- 

numbers,  at  leaft  in  the  North,  are  conti-  nades,  15,000  facs-a  ^erre,  30,000   inftru- 

nually    increafing.      Whatever  may  be  the  mens  pour  le  pionnage;   1,200,000  livres  de 

changes  of  their  political  fituation,  they  mull  poudre.    Ajoutez  a  ces  munitions,  le  plomb. 

preferve  the  manners  of  Europe ;  and  we  may  le  fer,  et  le  fer-blanc,  les  cordages,   .out  ce 

rcfleft  with   feme  pleafure,  that  the  Englilh  qui  fert  aux  mineurs,   le  fouphre,    le  ial- 

language  wi'l  probably  be  diffufed  over  an  petre,  les  outils  de  toute  efpece.     II  eft  cer- 

immenfe  and  populous  continent.                    »  tain  que  les  frais  de   tous  ces  prcparatifs  de 

'  On  avoit  fait  venir  (for  the  fiege  of  Tu-  dellruftion    fuffiroient   pour  fonder  et  pour 

rin)  140  pieces  de  canon  ;  et  il  eft  a  remar-  faire  fleurirla  plus  nombreufe  colonie.    Vol- 

quer  que  chaque  gros  canon  monte  revient  a  taire,   Siecle  de  Louis  XIV.   c.  xx.  in  his 

enviren  2000  ecus :  il  y  avoit  1 10,000  boulets;  Works,  torn.  xi.  p.  391 . 

a  work 
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a  work  of  coft  and  difficulty ;  or  that  an  induftrlous  people  fliould 
be  protcfled  by  thofe  arts,  which  furvive  and  fupply  the  decay  of 
military  virtue.  Cannon  and  fortifications  now  form  an  impregnable 
barrier  againft  the  Tartar  horfe  ;  and  Europe  is  fecure  from  any 
future  irruption  of  Barbarians ;  fince,  before  they  can  conquer, 
they  muft  ceafe  to  be  barbarous.  Their  gradual  advances  in  the  fcience 
of  war  would  always  be  accompanied,  as  we  may  learn  from  the 
example  of  Ruffia,  with  a  proportionable  improvement  in  the  arts  of 
peace  and  civil  policy  ;  and  they  themfelves  muft  deferve  a  place 
among  the  poliihed  nations  w^hom  they  lubdue. 

Should  thefe  fpeculatlons  be  found  doubtful  or  fallacious,  there  ftill 
remains  a  more  humble  fource  of  comfort  and  hope.  The  difcoveries 
of  ancient  and  modern  navigators,  and  the  domeftic  hiftory,  or  tra- 
dition, of  the  moft  enlightened  nations,  reprefent  the  human  favage^ 
naked  both  in  mind  and  body,  and  deftitute  of  laws,  of  arts,  of 
ideas,  and  almoft  of  language  '°.  From  this  abjed  condition,  per- 
haps the  primitive  and  univerfal  ftate  of  man,  he  has  gradually  arifen 
to  command  the  animals,  to  fertilife  the  earth,  to  traverfe  the 
ocean,  and  to  meafure  the  heavens.  His  progrefs  in  the  improve- 
ment and  exercife  of  his  mental  and  corporeal  faculties  "  has  been 
irregular  and  various ;  infinitely  fiow  in  the  beginning,  and  increafing 
by  degrees  with  redoubled  velocity ;  ages  of  laborious  afcent  have 
been  followed  by  a  moment  of  rapid  downfal ;    and  the  feveral 

'"  It  would  be  an  eafy,  though  tedious  tafk,  Fancy,  or  perhaps  reafon,  may  ftill  fuppofe 

to  produce  the  authorities  of  poets,  philofo-  an  extreme  and  abfolute  ftate  of  nature  far 

phers,  and  hiftorians.  I  ihall  therefore  content  below  the  level  of  thefe  favages,  who  had  ac- 

myfelf  with  appealing  to  the  decifive  and  au-  quired  fome  arts  and  inftruments. 
thencic  tellimonyofDiodorus  Siculus  (tom.  i.         "  See  the  learned  and  rational  work  of  the 

].  i.  p.  11,  12.  1.  iii.  p.  1H4,  &c.  edit.  Weifel-  Prefident  Goguet,  de  i'Origine  desLoix,  des 

ing  ).  Theiilhyophagi,whoinhistimewan-  Arts  et  des  Sciences.     He  traces  from  fails, 

dered  along  the  ihores  of  the  Red  Sea,  can  only  or    conjeftures  (tom.   i.    p.  147—337,  edit, 

be  compared  to  the  natives  of  New  Holland  i2mo.),  the  iirft  and  moft  difficult  fteps  of 

j(Dampier's  Voyages,  νοΊ,  i.  p.  464— 469.).  human  invention. 

.climatcfi 
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climates  of  the  globe  have  felt  the  viciifitudes  of  light  and  darknefs. 
Yet  the  experience  of  four  thouilind  years  fliould  enlarge  our  hopes, 
and  diminifh  our  apprehenfions :  we  cannot  determine  to  what 
height  the  human  fpecies  may  afpire  in  thdr  advances  towards  per- 
fedion ;  but  it  may  fafely  be  prefumed,  that  no  people,  unlefs  the 
face  of  nature  is  changed,  will  relapfe  into  their  original  barbarifm. 
The  improvements  of  fociety  may  be  viewed  under  a  threefold 
afpe£L  i.  The  poet  or  philofopher  illuftrates  his  age  and  country 
by  the  efforts  of  aji//gk  mind  ;  but  thefe  fuperior  powers  of  reafon 
or  fancy  are  rare  and  fpontaneous  produdions  ;  and  the  genius  of 
Homer,  or  Cicero,  or  Newton,  would  excite  lefs  admiration,  if  they 
could  be  created  by  the  will  of  a  prince,  or  the  leifons  of  a  preceptor. 
2.  The  benefits  of  law  and  policy,  of  trade  and  manufadlures,  of 
arts  and  fciences,  ai-e  more  folid  and  permanent ;  and  fnanj  indivi- 
duals may  be  quaUfied,  by  education  and  difciphne,  to  promote,  in 
their  refpeilive  ftations,  the  intereft  of  the  community.  But  this 
general  order  is  the  effeft  of  ikill  and  labour  ;  and  the  complex  ma- 
chinery may  be  decayed  by  time,  or  injured  by  violence.  3.  For- 
tunately for  mankind,  the  more  ufeful,  or,  at  leaft,  m.ore  neceifary 
arts,  can  be  performed  without  fuperior  talents,  or  national  fubor- 
dination  ;  without  the  powers  of  o/ie,  or  the  union  of  matij.  Each 
village,  each  family,  each  individual,  muft  always  poiTefs  both  abi- 
lity and  inclination,  to  perpetuate  the  ufe  of  fire  '*  and  of  metals- ; 
the  propagation  and  fervice  of  domeftic  animals ;  the  methods  of 
hunting  and  fiihing ;  the  rudiments  of  navigation  ;  the  imperfedt 
cultivation  of  corn,  or  other  nutritive  grain ;  and  the  fimple  prailice- 
of  the  mechanic  trades.     Private  genius  and  public  induftry  may  be- 

"  It  is  certain,  however  ftrange,  that  ma-  ed  any  earthen  ve/Tels  capable  of  fuftaining 

ny  nations  have  been  ignorant  of  tlie  ufe  of  the  adlion  of  fire,  and  of  communicating  the 

ire    Even  the  ingenious  natives  of  Otaheite,  heat  to  the  liquids  which  they  contain, 
who  are  deftitute  of  metals,  have  not  invent• 

extirpated  5; 
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extirpated  ;  but  tlicfe  hardy  plants  furvive  the  tempeft,  and  ftrike 
an  everlafthig  root  into  the  moil  unflivourable  foil.  The  fplendid 
days  of  Auguftus  and  Trajan  were  eclipfed  by  a  cloud  of  igno- 
rance ;  and  the  Barbarians  fubverted  the  laws  and  palaces  of  Rome. 
But  the  fcythc,  the  invention  or  emblem  of  Saturn  ",  ftill  continued 
annually  to  mow  the  harvefts  of  Italy ;  and  the  human  fcafts  of  the 
La^ftrigons  '*  have  never  been  renewed  on  the  coaft  of  Campania. 

Since  the  firft  difcovery  of  the  arts,  war,  commerce,  and  reli- 
gious zeal  have  diffufed,  among  the  favages  of  the  Old  and  New 
World,  thefe  ineftimable  gifts :  they  have  been  fucccifively  propa- 
gated ;  they  can  never  be  loft.  We  may  therefore  acquiefce  in  the 
pleafmg  conclufion,  that  every  age  of  the  world  has  increafed,  and 
ftill  increafes,  the  real  wealth,  the  happinefs,  the  knowledge,  and 
perhaps  the  virtue,  of  the  human  race'^ 

"  Plutarch.  Qusft.  Rom  in  torn.  ii.  p.  275.  ticifm  ;  and  the  intercourfe  of  nations  has  pro- 

Macrob.  Saturnal.   Li.  c.  8.    p.   152.  edit-  duced  the  communication  of  difeafe  and  pre- 

London.      The  arrival  of  Saturn  (of  his  re.  judice.    A  fingular  exception  is  due  to  the 

ligious  worihip)  in  a  ihip,  may  indicate,  that  virtue  of  our  own  times  and  country.  The  five 

the  favage  coallof  Latium  was  firft  difcovered  great  voyages  fucceffively  undertaken  by  the 

and  clvilifed  by  the  Phoenicians.  command  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  were  in- 

"'*  In  the  ninth  and  tenth  books  of  the  fpired  by  the  pure  and  generous  love  of  fci- 

Odyffey,  Homer  has  embelliihed  the  tales  of  ence  and   of  mankind.     The  fame  prince, 

fearful   and    credulous    failors,    who   tranf-  at^apting  his   benefaftions    to   the   different 

formed  the  cannibals  of  Italy  and  Sicily  into  llages   of  fociety,  Iws  founded  a  fchool    of 

monftrous  gi;ints.  painting  in  his  capital ;  and  has  introduced 

"  The  merit  of  difcovery  has  too  often  into  the  iflands  of  the  South  Sea,  the  vege- 

been  ftained  with  avarice,  cruelty,  and  fana-  tables  and  animals  moil  ufeful  to  human  life» 
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